
Falklands Wars – the History of the Falkland Islands: with particular regard to Spanish 
and Argentine pretensions and taking some account of South Georgia, the South Sandwich 
Islands and Britain's Antarctic Territories by Roger Lorton 1

Paper 62

1830 – 1833
Counter-claims

“Inheritance, indeed! the United States did not inherit the rights of England in

Newfoundland, notwithstanding its contiguity.”3

◈

Britain's first diplomatic shot had been fired. A protest across the bows. A protest acknowledged but not acted 

upon - nor answered. A protest ignored. As had been the case since 1820, there was, sufficient confusion in the 

political situation in Buenos Aires for events on the islands to quickly fade into the background. Luis Vernet, 

ignorant of the protest, needed to assert his new-found authority. He chose American sealers as his target. This 

paper considers that action and the consequences that flowed from it. The US reaction was as radical as it was 

unexpected. It left Britain with little choice but to move in, with results that linger still.

1830 – January 9th, one of Luis Vernet’s indentured slaves, Setiembre, dies after being taken ill. 4

Loreto Sáez, arrives in Buenos Aires with the report from Luis Vernet regarding the settlement; together with the

request for the means to enforce his fishing regulations. 

“The official report that I brought to the Government of the Province for His Excellency of the Political
and Military Committee of that place,..” 5

“... (Vernet) demanded... a small ship of war, ten to twelve hunters, and as many men of cavalry.” 6

January 11th, American sealer Hope (Keane) visits Port Louis. 7

January 16th, American sealer, Belleville returns to Port Louis from Port Salvador. 8

1 Falklands Wars – the History of the Falkland Islands: with particular regard to Spanish and Argentine pretensions and 
taking some account of South Georgia, the South Sandwich Islands and Britain's Antarctic Territories Roger Lorton 
LL.B(Hon), M.Phil. 2011 – 2019. Roger Lorton has asserted his rights under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 
1988 to be identified as the author of this work. NB. These papers are about the disputes surrounding the Falklands. The 
full research can be found here – https://falklandstimeline.wordpress.com/

2 Citation = Lorton, Roger. Falklands Wars: Timeline History of the Falkland Islands. Wordpress 2011 Paper 6. Copies of 
the charts referred to in this paper can be found at https://falklandstimeline.wordpress.com/charts/ Many of the images in
this paper contain a hyperlink to a larger version. 

3 Report of the Political, and Military Commandant of the Malvinas (Informe del Comandante Politico y Militar de 
Malvinas) Luis Vernet, August 10, 1832. See below. 

4 Tras su manto de neblinas… Presencia de afroargentinos del tronco colonial en las Islas Malvinas en el siglo XIX 
Norberto Pablo Cirio 2019 p.7

5 Letter by Loreto Saez dated February 10, 1830. Recipient of the letter is not known. cf. 1826 & 1829
6 Una Tierra Argentinas: Las Islas Malvinas R. R. Caillet-Bois 1982 p.210
7 The Falklands Saga Graham Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.624
8 Two of the owners were aboard – Nehemiah Bray (Capt.) and Henry Metcalf. On their arrival in December, 1829, the 

owners had been served with a notice  to inform them that Luis Vernet, appointed Civil & Military Commander by 
Buenos Aires in June, 1829, had regulated sealing around the islands and on the coasts of Patagonia. cf. 1829
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January 19th, American sealer, Elizabeth Jane hunts seals at New Island. 9

January 20th, American sealer Superior returns to Port Louis to pick up Capt. Nash. 10

January 30th, Luis Vernet charters the sealer Belleville, for a voyage to Statenland with supplies for those men 

cutting timber there. 11 The ship is then to take a cargo of salted fish to Brazil. Matthew Brisbane is to go with the 

ship, to ensure that Vernet’s fishing regulations are enforced at Statenland and to hand out copies of Vernet's 

circulars whenever the opportunity presents itself.

“Sir, I hand you the decree pass’d by the Buenos Ayrean Government, which authorises me to see the 
Laws executed on this coast. You will please to shew the same to all masters of fishing Vessels as also 
my notice on the subject, allowing them to take a copy of the same if the wish it. Be particular in making
it known, that none may plead ignorance, or complain of being taken by surprise...” 12

“... he possessed no authority recognised by any

other country, and the United States and Britain had

long-standing rights in the area that he could not

simply abolish. Both countries had customary rights

derived from 65 years’ presence on the Patagonian

coast and around the Falklands, and Britain had in

addition rights deriving from the 1771 Anglo-Spanish

agreement (in which Spain had tolerated Britain’s

claim to the Falklands) and the Nootka Sound

Convention of 1790, in which Spain had accepted

that Britain (but no other country) had extensive

rights of exploitation including "fishing" (i.e. mainly

sealing) in a vast area of the Patagonian coast and

in most of the Falklands, and the right of settlement

in parts of those areas...” 13

February 5th, a daughter, Matilde, is born to Luis

Vernet and his wife at Port Louis. 14

February 7th, Belleville, under Capt. Bray, sails. En-

route to Statenland, the ship is first to drop off stores

around East Falkland Island.

February 10th, Emilio Vernet embarks on Belleville

at Choiseul Sound. On board, he writes to his brother, Luis, to congratulate him on the birth of a daughter and to 

bemoan the lack of cattle in that area. 15

February 18th, Belleville sails from the Islands with Brisbane as pilot.

9 Ibid p.625
10 Nash had, presumably, recovered from his illness. See November, 1829
11 Chartered for 750 Spanish Dollars per month. Bray had left at least two sealing crews hunting around the islands. In 

defiance of Vernet's edicts. It is unclear whether Vernet was aware of this although Brisbane almost certainly was.
12 Vernet to Brisbane February 3, 1830 in AGN VII, 132, doc.80. 
13 Falklands Facts and Fallacies: The Falkland Islands in History and International Law Graham Pascoe 2020 p.110
14 Nicknamed Malvina. Not the first child to be born in the islands. cf. 1764-1767
15 Letter in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.1 pp.619-620
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“Meanwhile, the Belleville's detached parties had been sealing around the western Falklands in the two boats, 

General Jackson and Black Prince.” 16

February 22nd, Belleville is wrecked on the coast of Tierra del Fuego. All the crew manage to get ashore, with 

sufficient supplies and materials to build a shallop.

“The schooner Belville (sic) that was shipwrecked on the easternmost point of Tierra del Fuego broke into 

pieces; of these the crew built a little boat that took them two months, without experiencing the least nuisance 

of the natives, ... Among more than two hundred men with whom they communicated there was not one who 

pronounced a word of Spanish or any other known language.” 17

In March, while en-route from Cape Horn to Rio de Janeiro, HMS Eden is forced to shelter in Port Edgar.

“… a beautiful port, having many advantages for a settlement, with abundance of water, peat, good soil, and 

stock. The depth of water, in the middle of the entrance, is 18 fathoms; … that a convenient port is much 

wanted on the southern coast of the West Falkland island; for ships are frequently caught in furious southern 

gales, in rounding the Horn, and sometimes suffer much injury. Such a port as that of Edgar would not only 

afford such shelter, but is convenient to start from, with the first of a North or N. W. wind, which would carry 

them clear round. It would answer much better as a private speculation, in the hands of an independent 

company, and being a free port, than as a public concern.” 18

American sealer Harriet, arrives at the Port of San Salvador. Capt. Gilbert Davison walks to Port Louis.

16 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.624. After being given notice of Vernet's sealing restrictions, Capt. Bray had failed to mention that 
he had already deposited two sealing crews at different places in the archipelago. 

17 AGN FONDO Luis Vernet VII-129, doc.90
18 Capt. W. F. W. Owen, commanding HMS Eden, quoted in Nautical Magazine 1832 p.397
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“… he lived a few days with me, he was well instructed by me of (all) the details concerning the 
exclusive right of the fishing which belonged to the Colony, (and the) penalty incurred by the vessels 
fishing, and everything else that interested him to know. I begged him not to return again (as) I would 
put myself in the dire need of taking the ship and cargo from him.” 19

“Vernet grumbled that in March 1830, with a cargo of Falklands sealskins on board, her crew had sold "a 

quantity of old bread and moth eaten clothes" to the settlement in return for hides, and got the price they 

demanded, which Vernet thought was excessive. Vernet says her captain was allowed to depart unmolested, on

promising (according to Vernet), not to go sealing again in the Falklands. We only have Vernet's word for it 

that the promise was ever made, and Vernet wrote his account later in an effort to justify his behaviour. The 

American sealers no doubt said whatever was required, just to get rid of him – in their view his claim to own 

the place was ridiculous, and they had no intention of accepting his authority.” 20

April 5th, the Hampshire Telegraph reports:

“It has been confidently told us that the Seringapatam frigate, on the Brazil station, has been ordered 
to take possession of the Falkland Islands, as a British settlement, on the plea that they do not now 
belong to any power. For its excellent harbour and good water, it will be highly beneficial to our 
shipping, as a place of rendezvous, and for refreshment.” 21

American sealer Alonzo hunts at the Falkland islands. 22

April 9th, British sealer, Adeona (William Low) arrives at Port Louis. 23

“... I hereby certify unto whomsoever it may concern that in the month of January 1830 I sailed from London 

in command of the English Brig Adeona on a sealing voyage to the south seas, and that upon my arrival at the 

Falkland Islands on my way out I received from Mr. Vernet a printed paper warning me against fishing or 

sealing on the said islands...” 24

“He left again on 20 April for the Strait of Magellan on another profitable sealing voyage. Two years later, he 

stated that on his visit in 1830 he had been warned against sealing in the Falklands, though one is entitled to 

take that statement with a pinch of salt.” 25

April 30th, Maria Antonia (Brock) arrives at Port Louis, carrying supplies for Statenland. 26

May 1st, Matilde, a shallop made from Belleville's wreck and named after Vernet’s new daughter, sails for help.

May 7th, after a voyage of some 185 nautical miles, Matilde makes landfall on the south coast of East Falkland 

Island. Exhausted, the crew spend two weeks recovering.

May 8th, one of Vernet’s indentured slaves, Carmen, gives birth to a boy. 27

19 Vernet quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.237
20 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.624
21 Picked up by a number of English and foreign journals. HMS Seringapatam was actually far out in the Pacific Ocean at 

Pitcairn Island on March 15, 1830, albeit at sea again on April 19. Part of Britain's small fleet at Rio de Janeiro, but 
based principally on the Pacific Coast of Chile. There is no evidence that this ship went to the Falklands, or was ordered 
to do so.

22 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.625
23 Ibid. p.623. An experienced captain and sealer, Low had had a long association with the Falkland Islands.
24 William Low to Matthew Brisbane May, 1832 in AGN VII, 129, doc.112
25 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.623
26 Ibid p.624. Described as a “National Brig”.
27 Cirio 2019 p.9. Neither father, nor child’s name, was identified. Child described at ‘mulatillo’ so, presumably, a boy.
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May 24th, Emilio Vernet notes in his diary; “Good weather with little SW wind. Aniseto, Simon and Gosell came

from Long Island with horses and bulls to play the next day. They also brought a cow for the same. We also 

started to do a puzzle and we put up a stick to climb up. A peat gown was lowered.” 28

May 25th, Emilio Vernet’s diary notes; “Showers, often snow with east wind. We fired 5 cannon shots at sunrise

as many at noon and the sun entering (setting). The fun did not take place due to bad weather. At night they 

danced. Captain Brake and I work fireworks that we lit tonight. The cow brought from Long Island was 

slaughtered.” 29

May 26th, Emilio Vernet diary notes; “Good weather with SW wind. The ring was played and Sanchez rode a 

bull. At night there was a black and white dance. Ansieto dressed as a woman. A peat gown was bought.” 30

May 29th, at Port Louis, Gregorio Sánchez Santiagueño (28) and Victoria Enriques (23) marry. 31

“... there were other children born under the Argentine flag. One of the children born was the son of Gregorio 

Sánchez and Victoria Enríquez, whom Vernet married on May 29, 1830, celebrating the first civil marriage in 

Argentina (sic), since the islands did not have ecclesiastical authorities.” 32

May 30th, the survivors of the Belleville wreck, including Matthew Brisbane, arrive back at Port Louis. With the 

option of finding another ship to get home, two decide to remain in the islands. 33

“The journey was quite an odyssey, as the boat was about to sink with her crew. Of the Belleville staff 

(officers), only Bray and Metcalf, one of the owners of the wrecked ship, settled in the colony.” 34

Belleville's sealing crews in Black Prince and 

General Jackson, now working around West

Falkland, hear of the ship's fate and decide to

continue hunting on their own behalf.

In June, in Philadelphia, John Grigg

publishes a chart of the United Provinces,

Chile and Patagonia (detail right).

June 7th, Matilde is sold by auction  at Port

Louis. 35

June 15th, Maria Antonia (Brock) sails for

Statenland to relieve the woodcutters that

Vernet has there. 36

American sealer, Sea Nymph, hunts at the Falklands. 37

28 Translation by the Malvinas Museum
29 Ibid.
30 Ibid.
31 In a civil ceremony as there was no priest on the Island. Pascoe (2022 vol.1 p.623) gives the groom's name as Juan 

Gregorio Sánchez, noting that he had accompanied Vernet out to the islands in 1826.The couple were subsequently 
deported by the USS Lexington in January, 1832. See below.

32 Cirio 2019 p.11
33 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.223 fn.22
34 Ibid. Bray had also owned a share in the vessel.
35 Luis Vernet being the highest, possibly the only, bidder.
36 No date of arrival at Statenland, but the woodcutters – who had been without supplies for two months, refused to remain.

Taken off, and returned directly to Buenos Aires.
37 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.625
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July 11th, American sealer Thaddeus, commences hunting seals at the Falkland Islands. 38

August 10th, the National Gazette of Philadelphia publishes a report regarding the Port Louis settlement.

“L. Kumbhaar of Philadelphia was undoubtedly one of (Vernet’s) most effective agents. He sent him all sorts of 

information, in addition to maps that he was responsible for printing to ensure greater dissemination. Thus, 

for example, in the National Gazette of Philadelphia of August 10, 1830, one of the reports sent by Vernet or his 

brother was published,..” 39

August 12th, sealers Breakwater (Carew), William (Wilbur), Harriet, (Davidson) and Free Gift (Hall) sail from 
Stonington, USA, bound for Patagonia and the Falklands. Via the Cape Verde islands to take on salt. 40

August 25th, Luis Vernet writes letters for Buenos Aires. One reporting the loss of Belleville;41 another providing

an update regarding the settlement at Port Louis, and a third requesting supplies to be sent to Statenland as 

those on Belleville had been lost. 42

August 26th, Matilde, now under the command of Matthew Brisbane, sails for Montevideo with a cargo of cattle 

hides; … the schooner Matilde carried 568 cowhide hides,..” 43

At least five men desert from Thaddeus in one of the ship's boats, including William Smyley. 44

August 29th, Hope (Keane) returns to Port Louis, en-route for the USA. Luis Vernet charters the ship to sail  

with letters and produce for his agents in Montevideo and Brazil. 45 However, before that, salted fish, seal skins 

and hides need to be collected from different places around the island.

During early September, Matilde arrives in Montevideo. Disposing of the hides, is only one of Brisbane's tasks.

“One of them was a printing job: in Montevideo he had some more "circulars" printed (i.e. Vernets circulars 

warning ships' captains not to seal in the Falklands) and also some paper "currency". The bill he paid totalled 

28 pesos: 10 pesos for 100 circulars, and 18 pesos for 1300 "billets" at 1, 5 and 10 pesos each. … He (Vernet) 

was setting up a "truck" system, a closed economy in which employees were not paid in freely negotiable cash 

but in goods or tokens. The currency notes were merely his own personal "IOUs" – he was signing bouncing 

cheques.” 46

October 2nd, a duel with pistols is fought on East Falkland Island, between a German immigrant, Johann 

Zimmerman and a gaucho, Pio Ortiz. Love rivals for the affections of Elisa Hagener. Neither are hurt. 47

38 A troubled crew by all accounts. One dissident was William Horton Smyley. Born 1792 (Rhode Island), Smyley's name 
appears regularly in the history of the archipelago from this date onwards. Various spellings include Smiley (US 
Congressional Documents & Debates 1774-1875). An obituary, on his death in 1868, suggested that Smyley had served 
under Admiral Browne during the Chilean War of Independence.

39 Caillet-Bois 1982. p.227 citing the Bulletin of the Geographical Society of Paris 1831
40 A History of a Sealing Voyage on board the Schooner Breakwater of Stonington, Connecticut in the Year AD 1830 & 31 

Daniel W. Lamb published in Penguin News as a Sealing Voyage to the Falklands September 13, 2013, September 20, 
2013 and September 27, 2013.

41 AGN FONDO Luis Vernet VII-127
42 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.224 citing Luis Vernet al Ministro Secretario de Gobierno, Colonia de Malvinas, 25 de agosto de 

1830
43 Ibid. p.220. Date of departure noted in Emilio Vernet's diary. 
44 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.223. Apparently intent on sealing on their own behalf..
45 Ibid. p.220 fn.18.This report appears to conflate two or more events. 
46 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 pp.633-634. It was not unusual for companies to issue monetary tokens, which had a long history as a

barter currency. An effective way to tie employees to an enterprise and its – often notorious - 'company store'. 
47 Ibid. p.636
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In Buenos Aires, Matthew Brisbane, on Vernet's behalf, charters the British Brig Elbe (Roche).

October 16th, in Buenos Aires, the British Packet and Argentine News reports:

“Falkland islands: The arrival of Capt. Brisbane, from the above Islands has put us in possession of 
news, from the Emigrant settlement established at East Falkland Island, Port Luis, Berkeley Sound, 
under direction of Mr Luis Vernet. We rejoice to hear that it is in a prosperous condition; about 20 000 
head of horned cattle are on the Island; poultry and pigs in abundance, and all sort of wild fowl, 
rabbits, potatoes, cabbages and other vegetables thrive extremely well; wild horses abound, but the 
breed is small. Horses have however been imported from Patagonia; wood is scarce, but this want, as 
regards firing, is amply compensated by the great quantity of peat found on the Island. The Emigrants 
at present on the Island amount to about 70 persons. A circular has been published by the Governor, 
(Mr Vernet,) with the decree of the Government of Buenos Ayres, of the 10th of June, 1829.”

Circular

“Port Luis (Falkland Islands) To Captain...- Sir: The undersigned, governor of the Falkland islands, 
Tierra del Fuego and adjacencies, doth hereby, in compliance with his duty expressed in a decree 
passed by the Government of Buenos Aires on the 10th, June 1829, to watch over the execution of the 
laws respecting the Fisheries, which decree is annexed as a translation, inform you: that the 
transgression of those laws will not, as heretofore, remain unnoticed. 48

The undersigned flatters himself that this timely notice which he gives to all Masters of vessels in the 
Fisheries on any part of the coasts under his jurisdiction, will induce them to desist, since a repetition 
will expose them to become a lawful prize to any vessel of war belonging to the Republic, or to any 
vessel which the undersigned may think proper to arm in use of his authority for executing the laws of 
the Republic. 

The undersigned further warns persons against the practice of shooting cattle on the East Falkland 
Island, the same being private property, and however innocent the act may be in those that are not 
aware of this circumstance, it becomes, of course, highly criminal in those who wilfully persist in such 
acts, and renders them liable to the rigor of the laws in similar cases. On the other hand those who are 
in want of provisions or refreshments, can receive them on moderate terms, by applying at the new 
colony at the head of Berkley Sound, where no port charges are to be paid, desertion of men 
discouraged, an any assistance rendered to those that may stand in need of it, by the undersigned... Luis
Vernet” 49

On reading the article, Woodbine Parish summons Matthew Brisbane to the British Consulate.

“... I thought it right ... to acquaint him with the protest I had been instructed to enter here against the 
decree of the Buenos Ayres Government of June 1829, and I desired him as he was about to return 
immediately to the Falklands to communicate the tenor of it to Mr. Vernet as a waning against his 
interfering with any H.M.’s subjects frequenting those coasts:- Mr Brisbane promised me he would take 
care that my caution should be attended to (and) that the truth was the notice was more intended to 

48 The decree of 1829 creating the political and military command of the Falklands provided a general duty upon the 
Commander to see that the laws of the Republic were obeyed. The only Buenos Airean fishing law then in existence was
that of October, 1821, as amended by decrees in October, 1829 and July 1831. The 1821 law, as amended, did not refer 
to the Falklands archipelago. cf. 1831 & 1882

49 Quoted in De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores presentada al Honorable 
Congreso Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887, pp. 201-278. Also FO 78/1/115-118. cf. August, 1829. Republished 
October 20, 1830 in the Gaceta Mercantil.
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draw vessels to Soledad for supplies, than to hinder their coming there, which in fact they had no means
whatever at their disposal to prevent. I thought it better to take this course than to make any further 
official representation to the Government upon this subject, being satisfied that neither Mr Vernet or 
Brisbane require orders from the authorities at Buenos Ayres to attend to my advice and caution.” 50

One of the Hispano-American colonies has endeavoured to maintain, in its own behalf, those rights of 

sovereignty and jurisdiction once claimed by Spain;..” 51

“... no other country accepted that Argentina had any rights of sovereignty whatever in the islands. Britain 

regarded the Falklands as British, Spain held them to be Spanish, while the United States denied that any 

country held any rights of sovereignty and the islands were part of the high seas, open to all. ... it is historically

and legally untrue to say that there were ships killing seals "illegally" in the islands – to all countries except 

Argentina, it was Vernet’s actions that were illegal.” 52

October 20th, Hope sails from the Falkland Islands with a cargo of Vernet's produce bound for Bahia in Brazil.53

On board are three deserters from Thaddeus, together with the majority of the Belleville survivors, including 

Captain Bray. 54

October 29th, nine of the German settlers carried out to Port Louis in July, 1829, leave in Maria Antonia. 

Including the Hagener family, with their daughter Elisa.

“Throughout Vernet's tenure, the land-based population at Port Louis was thoroughly unstable and fluctuated 

as much as the ship-based population around the islands; both were very much "floating populations". The 

Germans who arrived in the Betsey in July 1829 had presumably intended to settle permanently in the 

Falklands, but most of them left again after only a year or so, and three years later only three single men were 

left. … Emilio's diary records that two black men called Francisco and Manuel also left at the same time in the 

Maria Antonia; they had perhaps been taken on as servants by the Germans, but details are lacking. They are 

the only two blacks recorded as leaving the islands during Louis Vernet's time.” 55

In November, Henry John Temple, Viscount Palmerston, is appointed British Foreign Secretary.

November 10th, a British expedition to find new sealing grounds in the Antarctic arrives in Berkeley Sound. 

Tula and Lively are under the overall command of John Biscoe.

“… the British brig Tula, Captain Biscoe, and the Lively, from London, touched at the Falklands in November 

1830;... The Masters of these ... were expressly enjoined, on their sailing from England, to respect the Colonists,

and not to seal on the Islands.” 56

“It is estimated that each year more than sixty English and American ships left the ports of their respective 

countries to head for the Magellanic seas, where some of them would remain for two or three years 

approximately.” 57

Capt. Biscoe notes in his journal that Vernet is selling his “... lean and badly killed bullocks...” at £10 each.

50 FO 78/1/111 Woodbine Parish to Earl of Aberdeen November 20, 1830 
51 Voyage of the United States Frigate, Potomac... J. N. Reynolds 1835 p.481
52 Pascoe 2020 p.117
53 Dried beef and hides. The cargo of salt fish had rotted during a month spent waiting for the weather to improve.
54 Henry Metcalf remained in Port Louis. 
55 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.636
56 Vernet in a proclamation ‘To the Public’ dated May 3, 1832. The suggestion was that the ships’ captains had been 

warned - while in England - not to take seals in the Falklands. There is no evidence to support this. See May, 1832
57 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.232
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“Captain Biscoe speaks highly of the convenience of this port for vessels bound round Cape Horn: fish,  

bullocks, and fresh water can be easily procured, with a variety of anti scorbutic herbs to use as vegetables:  

the entrance being also clear, the anchorage good, and the depth of water considerable close to the beach. A 

refitting yard here, he considers, could be very easily established, and would be both a great public and private

benefit.” 58

November 20th, Woodbine Parish informs London of his warning to Brisbane. 59

“Vernet’s expectations continue to be realised, ... He has confined himself to Soledad, the old Spanish 
settlement where the remains of the buildings originally erected by Mr de Bougainville in the year 1764 
still exist.” 60

Parish also refers to the Protest of 1829. 

“Since my protest in November last the Minister has taken no further notice of this subject,..” 61

With this letter, Parish encloses a copy of Vernet's Circular together with copies of documents that he has 

discovered in “the old archives of the Government of His Catholic Majesty.” These include Bougainville’s receipt 

of 1766;  Spain’s Royal Orders of 1774; papers referring to the removal of the lead plate from Port Egmont in 1776

and its subsequent retrieval by General Beresford in 1806. 62

“Parish, while collecting news about the progress experienced by Puerto Soledad, managed to enter our 

Archive, discovering original manuscripts whose concealment might interest the cabinet of his homeland [The 

documentation taken from our repositories is now preserved in the British Museum London].” 63

At South Georgia, Mary Jane (Capt. Joseph E. Parsons) hunts seals; taking only 500 skins. 64

November 22nd, Elbe returns to Port Louis with a British family, a German man and Matthew Brisbane with his

copies of Vernet's circular and paper token.  Also 28 horses.65

November 24th, Harriet (Davison) anchors at the Falkland Islands. Aware of the ship's arrival at Port Salvador,

Luis Vernet sends Julio Grossy with a copy of his 'circular'.

“... in the year 1829, I found the Harriet loaded with Seal skins which had been taken in that jurisdiction. I 

generously permitted her to depart with her Cargo, warning her that in case of the recurrence of the offence, 

both Vessel and Cargo would be confiscated; and, to make the notification more complete, as she returned 

again in 1830, I delivered the Captain a Circular containing the same general warning.” 66

58 The Naval Magazine vol.2 1837 p.547
59 See above.
60 FO 6/499 and FO 78/1/112. Parish clearly knew of the archipelago’s history.
61 There is no indication that Parish pressed the issue. The 1829 protest had been aimed at the actions of the Lavalle 

Government, and, after its downfall, those had been declared void. This seems to have been accepted as an end to the 
matter. In 1833, the government of Buenos Aires would claim that it had considered the issue as “pending.”

62 FO 78/1/113-114. Paris obtained copies. He did not steal originals as has been alleged. Argentina’s national archive has 
suffered from many cases of theft however, most notably by its own civil servants during the 20th century. See The 
Dialogue between History and Political Culture: The Political Reception of the Work of Sir Lawrence Freedman in the 
Argentine Press Vicente Palermo 2007 in Political Studies Review vol.5 pp.32-38

63 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.315 & fn.26
64 Seal Fisheries of the Falkland Islands & Dependencies: A Historical Review A. B. Dickinson 2007 p.67
65 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.637. Pascoe speculates that the British family were the Addymans – Joseph, his wife and their 

children. Also that the German man was Anton Vaihinger.
66 Report of the Political, and Military Commandant of the Malvinas (Informe del Comandante Politico y Militar de 

Malvinas) L. Vernet 1832. 
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November 27th, Luis Vernet's sealing missive arrives on Harriet, which is anchored in Salvador Water.

“... Lewis Vernet, a German, who pretended to act as Governor of the (Falkland) Islands and of the whole of the

East and West Coast of the continent to Chili, including the adjacent Islands and the Straights of Magellan; 

and who warned the Declarant not to take Seals on any part of said Coast or on any of the Islands so 

pretended to be under his Authority, which he derived from the Government of Buenos Aires; … Lewis Vernet 

gave this Declarant a printed Paper...” 67

“A messenger arrived on board from the governor of the Falkland Islands, carrying a circular letter addressed 

to Captain Davidson, containing warnings about the fishing laws governing any point on the islands and 

coasts under his jurisdiction.” 68

From Port Louis, Tula and Lively sail for Antarctic seas.

December 3rd, Harriet reconnoiters Port Egmont, before moving on to New Island to drop off a sealing crew. 69

December 13th, arriving at Statenland, Harriet obtains 88 seal-skins in ten days.70

December 17th, Elbe sails to Tierra del Fuego to collect wood.

From Buenos Aires, a copy of Vernet's 'circular' with the decree of June 10th, 1829 printed on the reverse, is 

despatched to US House of Representatives member

Noyes Barber. 71

1831 – January 3rd, at Statenland, one of Harriet’s

sealing crews returns with 40 seal skins. 72

January 4th, Buenos Aires joins Entre Rios and Santa Fe

to form the Argentine Confederation (Federal Pact).73 A

military alliance with no head of State; Rosas takes

responsibility for foreign relations.

Superior arrives off Port Louis; provided with a copy of

Vernet's sealing regulations.

“ This ship, dedicated like the previous ones to the fishing

and hunting of sea lions, stopped in the islands in

January 1831, on which occasion he was given the

circular prohibiting the killing of amphibians. Captain

Congar ignored the warnings, and believing himself safe

from all punishment, he took care to carry out his fishing

and hunting work conscientiously...” 74

67 Gilbert Davis affidavit to George Slacum contained in Slacum to Livingston November 23, 1831. See also Gilbert R. 
Davison Public Instrument of Protest, Nov. 23, 1831 Records of the Foreign Service Posts of the Department of State, 
Buenos Aires quoted in United States Involvement in the Falkland Islands Crisis of 1831-1833 Craig Evan Klafter, 
Journal of the Early Republic Vol.4 No.4 (Winter 1984) pp.395-420

68 Anonymous quote in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.237
69 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.237.
70 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.642. The sealers from Harriet had only managed to take 25 seal-skins from the Falklands.
71 Sent by F. Trumbull, a member of a Stonington sealing family. Noyes Barber passed it on to the US State Department. 

See below.
72 There are references to the various sealing crews eventually taking in excess of 400 seal skins.
73 Corrientes, Mendoza, Cordoba and La Rioja joined August 1831.
74 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.240

10



The Sailor's Magazine and Naval Journal reports: 

“Sealing – By some new regulation of the Buenos Ayrean government, the business of sealing at the 
Falkland Islands and Cape Horn will probably be much checked, if not entirely stopped...” 75

“At the beginning of 1831, Vernet had formed a plan for the organization of seal and whale hunting, thus 

demonstrating his willingness to overcome the obstacles and to offset governmental neglect. For the 

realization of his Plan he needed a fast sailing vessel, one hundred tons and two schooners ..., so that he would 

be in a position to properly exploit such a disputed source of wealth. Families of fishermen located in each of 

the beaches, well provided with oxen for tillage and agricultural implements for the cultivation of the land, 

would be in charge of hunting whales and sea lions. The ships would sail with (the) flag of Buenos Aires and 

would have main stations on New Island ... and Berkeley Sound or Port William.” 76

On West Falkland Island, the independent sealers, originally from Belleville and Thaddeus, see one of their 

boats, Black Prince, wrecked. Using what they can salvage, another boat, a shallop, is partly constructed on Eagle

Island. 77

February 10th, from Washington, Secretary Van Burren writes to John Forbes in Buenos Aires. He seeks 

information in order to answer a question raised in the US House of Representatives, regarding both the 1829 

decree and Vernet's recent circular. 

“Herewith you will receive translations of a decree of the Buenos Ayrean Government, dated 10th June, 
1830 [i829?], and a circular letter without date, from Lewis Vernet, "Governor of the Falkland Islands, 
including Terra del Fuego and adjacencies," both recently published in the newspapers of this country, 
together with the copy of a letter from Mr. F. Trumbull to Mr. Noyes Barber, of the House of 
Representatives, which that gentleman has communicated to this Department, complaining of the 
injurious effect of the decree in question, and of the measures adopted by Governor Vernet, in 
pursuance thereof, upon the rights and interests of a numerous and valuable class of our citizens, 
extensively engaged in the whale and seal fisheries on the coasts and shores of those Islands.

It appears from the decree, that the Government of Buenos Ayres asserts a claim to the Falkland 
Islands, and all others near Cape Horn, including that of Terra del Fuego, upon the grounds that they 
were formerly occupied by Spanish Subjects, were incorporated in the Vice Royalty of Rio de la Plata, 
under the Spanish Monarchy, and that the said government succeeded to all the rights of that Vice 
Royalty, as a necessary consequence of the Revolution of 25th May 1810, which rendered it 
independent of that Monarchy. The decree accordingly provides for the civil and military government of
the said Islands, by officers to be appointed by the Buenos Ayrean Government, fixes the residence of 
the officers to be so appointed on the Island of Soledad, and invests them with authority to see to the 
execution of the regulations concerning the Fisheries upon the coasts of these islands, without defining 
the character or nature of those regulations. The principal object of the circular letter of Governor 
Vernet which is stated by Mr. Trumbull to have been communicated to the captains of American vessels,
four or five in number, lately in the region, is evidently intended as a warning to those captain’s and 
others engaged in the whale and seal fisheries there, to desist from the use of those fisheries though 
they have heretofore always been considered as entirely free to that of all nations whatever and as the 
exclusive property of none. 

75 The Sailor's Magazine and Naval Journal January 1831. Published in the USA.
76 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.236
77 Now known as Speedwell Island. The vessel was subsequently named Eagle.
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Under these circumstances, it is the wish of the President to be made acquainted, in a more authentic 
form, with the measures which have been actually adopted by the Buenos Ayrean Government, in 
relation to this important concern and you will, accordingly, make the necessary inquiries upon the 
subject, and communicate the result to this Department. In the mean time, it is moreover the wish of the
President, that you should address an earnest remonstrance to that Government against any measures 
that may have been adopted by it, including the decrees & circular letter referred to, if they be genuine 
which are calculated in the remotest degree to impose any restraints whatever upon the enterprise of 
our citizens, engaged in the fisheries in question, or to impair their undoubted right to the freest use of 
them. The Government of Buenos Ayres can certainly deduce no good title to these Islands, to which 
those fisheries are appurtenant, from any fact connected with their history, in reference to the first 
discovery, occupancy, or exclusive possession of them by subjects of Spain.” 78

# Researcher's Comment: Clearly, the USA did not subscribe to any notion of 'inhertance' by a revolted colony, 
despite its own history - “The Government of Buenos Ayres can certainly deduce no good title to these Islands,..,
from any fact connected with their history,...”

February 13th, Harriet (Davison) returns to New Island in the west of the Falklands.

February 15th, Harriet and Alonzo (Wilcox) meet near Cape Tamar. Harriet's cargo of seal-skins are 

transhipped to Alonzo. 79

February 17th, one of Vernet’s indentured slaves, Dorotea, gives birth to a child, Clara. 80

On the same day, French whaler Jean-Jacques (Guérin) sails into Port Louis for a 24 hour visit. 81

February 18th, Harriet anchors once again in Port Salvador; “and the following day two boats were sent to a 

seal rookery at the mouth of the bay and killed 61 seals; on 20 February they "attacked another rookery" and 

killed 67 seals.” 82

February 25th, Alonzo and Penguin (Palmer) also moor in Port Salvador. Captains Davison, Wilcox and Palmer 

then travel overland to obtain beef from Luis Vernet. 83

February 26th, Superior resumes sealing around the western islands of the archipelago. 84

“The destruction of the wolves (seals) was so rapid and the Superior schooner on Beauchêne killed so many 

pregnant wolf and little calves that when the Harriett came .., he found the place deserted. This was done by 

the captains even after receiving the circular.” 85 

March 3rd, Alonzo sails for the USA with a full cargoe of seal and pup skins. Harriet and Penguin sail for Cape 

Tamar.

78 Martin Van Buren, Secretary of State of the United States, to John M. Forbes, United States Charge a"Affaires at 
BuenosAires in Manning 1932 pp. 3-4

79 Alonzo was preparing to return to Stonington in the USA. 327 seal-skins and 112 pup-skins were transshipped, although 
another 37 skins were subsequently taken from Eddystone Rock by the two vessels.

80 Cirio 2019 p.8. Father unknown. 
81 See December, 1832 below
82 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.646
83 Ibid.
84 Klafter 1984. See also The History of the Falkland Islands M. Cawkell 2001
85 De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores presentada al Honorable Congreso 

Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887 pp.201-278
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Elbe returns with a cargo of wood from Tierra del Fuego.

“... bringing the Patagonian Indian leader "Maria of Magellan" to visit Luis Vernet.” 86

March 22nd, Luis Vernet pens a letter to Minister Anchorena requesting a “small, only one-canon,” warship for 

use in the protection of the fisheries. 87

“He suggested that the troops he demanded should be composed of married soldiers, chosen and "accredited 

for their subordination and firm adherence to the Government, without whose requirements they might rather 

be prejudicial than useful, since (if the) cavalrymen fled to the countryside (they would be) almost impossible 

to apprehend, and joining deserting sailors and crews of fishermen smuggling could become formidable to the 

point of endangering the Republic's possession of this territory.” 88

March 23rd, Luis Vernet writes again, extolling his progress. 

“All Falkland Islands have good ports, abound in fish, enough to support considerable populations and
to form an important export item. The soil is for the most part proper for agriculture, and where it is 
not, it is for grazing, and it is in places where peat is found, a kind of compact soil formed by vegetable 
offal, from very remote times, that dried hardens and is an excellent fuel, almost equal in heat to stone 
coal, and is very similar to the land they call peat in Europe. The climate always mild, never makes you
feel neither cold nor excessive heat. Potatoes produce well and with abundance, the same vegetables of 
all kinds; the former could be an article of considerable export for Brazil, as they are for Ireland, with 
the advantage of being closer to the Brazilian market. Flax and hemp give good crops. Wheat also 
produces very good grain, but it needs to be sown on the sloping terrain to the north, without whose 
requirement they would not ripen perfectly, due to lack of heat. The winds, although strong frequently, 
do not harm the plants, because when they are exposed to their effects since they are born, they are all 
reared with more robustness, which resists the strongest wind. That's right, that the wheat cane in 
Malvinas is more than double the thickness of that in Buenos Aires. Grazing is very varied, for the most 
part fattening pastures are kept that keep the cattle in the crudest of the season always fat, and although
the cold of winter are somewhat stronger than in the province of Buenos Aires the cattle feel less, 
because the field is so broken that everywhere it finds shelter. 89 

All Falkland Islands have the same advantages listed, and some of them have more than the desire of 
amphibians, and bays the asylum of whales, pursued at sea by the infinite whaling ships that fish them 
from Brazil to Cape Horn, a considerable distance from land. These are the islands that would deserve, 
each one, a small establishment, even if they were no more than three families and twelve fishermen, to 
fish amphibians and whales in their proper season, and ensure that those of other flags do not work. 
Well, fishing would be well arranged, and their products would increase every year, and they would be 
an immense wealth for their inhabitants. Each of the islands where amphibians frequent, would have in 
a few years more annual product of wolf hides than the Islands of Lobo and Castles of Maldonado. 
Such establishments would cost the State very little since their inhabitants would not take long to stand 
alone, and since their entrances would exceed their needs, their well-being is assured; whose 
advantages revealed, is the best show for emigration from outside. The increase in population will 
increase the value of the entire territory, and the State, of this increase in value and the training of 
national sailors for a navy and of the prosperity of these inhabitants would report incalculable goods 
thereafter, and perhaps in very few years....” 90

86 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.648. At 5' 11”, one of Patagonia's “giants”. Most Europeans at that time were rather shorter. This 
tribal leader remained for some six months as a guest of Luis Vernet's family.

87 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.651 citing AGN VII, 129, docs 75 & 84
88 Caillet-Bois 1982 pp.234-236 
89 Much of this was simply not true. 
90 AGN Fondo Luis Vernet VII-127. 
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“The prosperity of the inhabitants, under a paternal and republican government, would form good 
citizens of the same foreigners who, in view of so many advantages, would rush to participate in them, 
and a large increase in population would be the consequence. This fact has been shown to us by the 
Republic of the United States which, in the midst of the great respectability it has acquired, counts more
foreigners than natural among its inhabitants; but all make up a single family, and the children of that 
country are no more enthusiastic about its institutions than are their adopted children. Nor is there 
anything more natural than where man is well, that there is his homeland.” 91

Vernet also proposes the founding of a port on an island of Cape Horn called Ermitaño. Being closer to the Cape, 

it would attract ships in need of repair. 

“The list of places suitable to be the object of a colonization did not end with the names of San Julián, Santa 

Cruz, Puerto Deseado, Puerto Oven "immediate to that of Santa Helena" and the peninsula of San José. "All 

these points – he said – serve for grazing more or less for agriculture, and all for amphibian fishing, as well as 

for the gathering of salt…” 92

March 26th, from Port Louis, Emilio Vernet sails for Montevideo, with Matthew Brisbane and two gauchos, on 

Elbe.93 Emilio carries, in addition to his brother's appeals to the government, the draft of an advertisement. 94

“… a shipment of wood, 237 beef leathers, 112 quintals of jerky meat and 8 barrels of fish in brine were 

exported in the Elbe brig (1831).” 95

April 13th, Elbe arrives at Montevideo. 

On the same day, a British cutter Rose anchors in Berkeley Sound. 96

April 26th, La Gazeta Mercantil gives a brief summary of Vernet's report on the condition of the Falklands 

colony. The newspaper notes that 85 vessels of differing nationalities have visited the port between 1826 and 

1831. 97

On the same day an American sealer Colossus (Capt. Fales) arrives at Port Louis.

April 27th, an American sealer, Breakwater (Daniel Carew), anchors at West Point Harbour after sealing on the 

coasts of Patagonia. She has over 1600 seal-skins on board. 98

May 7th, Breakwater puts in at Port Louis to effect repairs. On landing, its captain is handed a copy of the local 

sealing regulations. Whilst in the port, Capt. Carew contracts with Capt. Fales to take Breakwater's seal skins 

back to the USA: promptly transshipped to Colossus. 99

“The cargo, consisting of 1,007 large and medium-sized skins and 624 small skins, had been transhipped to the 

schooner Colossus. Carew stated that the damage (to his ship) were the consequences of a turnaround suffered 

by the Breakwater in a port on the Patagonian coast.” 100

91 AGN Fondo Luis Vernet VII-129, doc.90. 
92 Caillet-Bois 1982  pp.224-225 citing Informe reservado de Luis Vernet al Gobierno 23 de marzo de 1831 published in 

La Rpublica June 15, 1879 no.3662 p.1 col.1-3
93 Emilio Vernet had been on Soledad Island since 1826. He never returned. 
94 See September, 1831
95 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.221
96 See May, 1832 below.
97 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.234
98 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.659
99 If he knew, there is no evidence that Luis Vernet attempted to interfere, although he would later claim to have ‘permitted’

the transfer. See Pascoe 2020 p.121
100 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.240 fn.18
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May 10th, Colossus sails for the USA.

“... it must have been galling for him (Vernet) to see what a profit the Breakwater had made taking sealskins 

from "his" islands and "his" Patagonian coast,..” 101

Emilio Vernet travels from Montevideo to Buenos Aires, where he presents a bill for 250 pesos to Britain's 

Consul-General Woodbine Parish. A debt outstanding from the rescue of Brisbane’s crew in 1829.

May 10th, Capt. Carew tells Vernet; “... he was going on a voyage to the Pacific.” 102

In Buenos Aires, Britain's Consul-General, Woodbine Parish, writes to Luis Vernet thanking him for the up-to-

date record of the progress of the Soledad settlement. 

“As to the $250 claimed for the additional aid furnished to captain Brisbane to bring away his people 
from South Georgia, I will forward your Representation to England and recommend that it be paid you 
but I cannot without a special authority now take upon myself to advance a further sum on this account,
the Expence (sic) already incurred having been considerable and the accounts being closed...” 103

May 19th, Breakwater sails the San Carlos, White Rock and Port Howard areas to hunt seals.

May 23rd, Harriet anchors in the harbour of Port Egmont.

May 25th, Adeona (Low), returns to Berkeley Sound. 104

Joseph Addyman and his family leave Port Louis, unhappy with the rule of Luis Vernet.

“... to remonstrate was out of the question, his will being the law.” 105

“... others left ... out of the 57 people (taken out in 1829), only 3 were still at Port Louis ... in December 1831: 

Karl Kussler, Andreas Sperl and Matthew Brisbane. The comings and goings demonstrate the impermanent 

nature of Louis Vernet’s settlement and the constant turnover of its population.” 106

May 31st, Breakwater joins Harriet at Port Egmont. 107

June 10th, in the USA, Navy Secretary Levi Woodbury orders Commander Silas Duncan to Rio de Janeiro.

“Your duty shall be to protect the commerce of the citizens of the United States, and to maintain the 
national stature by all legal and honorable means in your possession...” 108

June 14th, in Buenos Aires, US charge d'affaires, John Forbes, dies in post, and without completing his 

instructions from Secretary Van Burren.109 US Consul, George Slacum, takes over the care of American interests.

June 24th, back in Montevideo, Emilio Vernet visits his brother's accountants to discover that the cattle 

business is in financial trouble. Debts are mounting up and further money has to be borrowed. 110

101 Pascoe 2020 p.121
102 De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores presentada al Honorable Congreso 

Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887 pp.201-278. 
103 Parish to Vernet May 10, 1831 in AGN VII, 129, doc.93. What the “additional aid” was is not known, but Woodbine 

Parish had paid for a full month's charter of the rescue ship Betsey in May, 1829.
104 No record of when she left.
105 Addyman to Rear Admiral Sir Michael Seymour May 13, 1833 in PRO FO 118/31
106 Pascoe 2020 p.107
107 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 pp.661-662. Harriet moved off on June 7, 1831, to look for seals elsewhere in the islands.
108 Quoted in La agresión norteamericana a las Islas Malvinas E. Fitte 1966 p.23
109 See February, 1831
110 Contrary to the assertions of some Argentine historians, Vernet’s Falklands venture was never a financial success. 
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“The accounts show that the Vernet brothers were in debt to Black & Co. to the tune of 14,390.7½ pesos, i.e. 

£2,398 sterling at the rate given (1 peso = 40 old pence, i.e. 3 shillings and fourpence or 1/6 of a pound), while 

Emilio’s own financial account shows a debt of 5814 pesos 3¾ reales (about £969 sterling). The Vernet 

brothers were thus indebted by a total of some 20,204 pesos or about £3,367 sterling. Those were large sums –

they should be multiplied by around 100 to obtain a rough modern equivalent.” 111

June 26th, Elbe (John Burt) sails for Port Louis with Brisbane and settlers Joaquin Acuña, a Brazilian, and 

Mateo Gonzalez from Uruguay, together with their wives. Also 11 gauchos, including Manuel Coronel who had 

left Soledad in 1827, and five Charrúa Indians. 112 Emilio Vernet does not accompany them.

“... (a) the eleven gauchos Joaquín Acuña, José Báez, Juan Brasido, Manuel Coronel, Mateo González, Mariano

López, Telésforo Moreno, Sylvestre Núñez, Manuel Ruiz, Pedro Salinas and Domingo Valleja; (b) five Charrúa 

Indians known by the Spanish names "Luciano Flores", "Manuel Godoy", "Manuel González", "Latorre" and 

"Felipe Salazar" (their original Charrúa names are unrecorded); and (c) two women, Juana and Marica 

(whose surnames are unrecorded).” 113

July 5th, in Buenos Aires, a new decree, amending the 1821 and 1829 fisheries regulations, is promulgated.

“Having represented to the Government the political and military commander of Patagones, that the 
motives promulgated by the decree of October 28, 1829 have disappeared, and that there being no 
warships guarding those coasts, it is difficult to prevent the foreigners from fraudulently engaging in 
that business (it) being the natives and inhabitants of that place thus exclusively harmed, has agreed 
and decrees:

Art. 1 The decree of October 28, 1829, in the part that forbids the natives and the locals of the villages 
of Patagonia, from the fishing of amphibians in those shores in its jurisdiction, is revoked. 

Art. 2. For now, and in accordance with the regulations mentioned in the following article, those who 
undertake the work of the oil will pay, by virtue of what is stated in the preceding article, five pesos in 
metallic currency for each of the tons of the ship, in accordance with the provisions of 22 September 
(sic) 1821.

Art. 3. The Commander of Patagones will form a regulation in which, with the presence of the general 
provisions on the amphibian fishing, and through the practical knowledge that assist him in this 
respect, it is determined and regularized the way and time of execution, and the rights and taxes to be 
established, and should be passed as soon as possible to the approval of the Government. 

Art. 4. The previous decrees on the fishing of amphibians are in force in all that is not in opposition 
with the present, of which execution is commissioned the Minister of Government.” 114

July 6th, Breakwater and Harriet meet at Port Albemarle. 115

July 15th, Elbe arrives in the Falklands. New arrivals bring the population at Port Louis to a peak of 128. 116

111 Pascoe 2020 p.119
112 The Charrúa had been prisoners in Montevideo, following a policy of genocide/ clearance by the Uruguayan authorities.
113 Pascoe 2020 p.120. Coronel had arrived with Vernet in 1826, but had left again in June, 1827.
114 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.24. See 1821. Despite no mention of the archipelago, some 300 miles from Patagonia, an 

attempt would be made to apply this regulation there, leading to further questions by the USA in 1841. Also questioned 
by the Argentine Senate in 1882. cf. 1821, 1829, 1841, 1879 & 1882

115 Port Albemarle  is in the far south of West Falkland Island, on the east side, at the southern end of Falkland Sound
116 There are some question marks about this figure. See Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.665
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“... the maximum number of people present at Port Louis at any one time was around 128, for only two months

from July to September 1831, but there were mostly under 100 people there.” 117

# Researcher's Comment: Despite some exaggerated claims, this was the high point of the Port Louis 

population. Numbers quickly dwindled though, when the new arrivals discovered that neither habitable 

accommodation nor profitable employment was to be obtained on Soledad Island.

On the same day, Harriet arrives back at Port Louis. 

“When asked by Vernet, Davison replied that he had not slaughtered wolves on the coasts belonging to the 

Command's jurisdiction …” 118

July 23rd, Harriet anchors in Port Salvador. 119

July 27th, a member of Harriet's crew abandons ship and walks to Port Louis.

“ … on July 27, a crew member of the ship defected. That was the beginning of all Davison's misfortunes, as the 

fugitive pointed out to Brisbane and other residents of the Vernet Colony where Davison had hunted seals.” 120

July 29th, Matthew Brisbane seeks Luis Vernet's authority to take action, which is granted.

“I hope Your excellency will oblige them to compensate the Colony for the damages they have caused 
with their wrongly acquired ships and cargoes.” 121

“The undersigned Governor of the Falkland Islands: I hereby certify that Don Mateo Brisbane is fully 
authorized to go aboard any vessel arriving at the ports or points on the coast belonging to that 
jurisdiction and that there being indications of suspicion in the captains or crews of such ships that 
would have violated the laws of the country, should take it to this port to be examined, for which it will 
take the measures that it deems necessary, and for the record of the present I sign it with the seal of this 
Command.” 122

“His accounts reveal that he was running seriously short of money, and his new plan of advertising the 

settlement so as to attract more ships would take too long to produce results, so he took a fateful decision: he 

decided to monopolise the sealing trade in the islands and take it into his own hands.” 123

July 30th, accompanied by a team of armed men, Brisbane walks to Port Salvador, where he finds Capt. Davison 

and six of his crew shooting geese. Brisbane marches all seven back to Port Louis at gunpoint. 124

“... met and surrounded by several Englishmen, armed with Muskets and Pistols and headed by an 
officer by the name of Brisbane, who told the Declarant that he had been sent by Mr. Vernet to fetch 
him to Port Louis, where the said Vernet resided, and in consequence of said Vernet's having been 
informed that Declarant had been sealing on the Falkland Islands, Staten Land and Islands ... near 
Cape Horn;...” 125

117 Pascoe 2020 p.88
118 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.239
119 Port Louis marked by a red dot. The entrance to Port Salvador (Salvador Water) marked by a blue dot.
120 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.239
121 Brisbane to Vernet quoted in The Malvinas/Falklands Between History and Law M. G. Kohen & F. D. Rodríguez 2017 

pp.130-131.
122 Vernet to Brisbane quoted in Fitte 1966.
123 Pascoe 2020 p.121
124 The armed men were mainly gauchos plus an American, Andrew Crawford, and a Chuhúa Indian, Manuel González. 

(Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.11). For the legitimacy of Vernet’s seizures, as viewed by US Courts. See 1837 and 1839.
125 Gilbert R. Davison Public Instrument of Protest 1831. Klafter 1984 gives the date as July 13th
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“Determined to put things in their proper place, Vernet addressed the schooner's commander, inviting him to 

present his logbook, which would make it clear whether the accusations against him were fair or not. Davison 

refused,..” 126

After interviewing Capt. Davison, Vernet sends Brisbane to take possession of Harriet.

“He declared to Davison that it was his determination to capture all American vessels, including whaling as 

well as sealing vessels, ... While he was pursuing this system of depredation and outrage against American 

commerce, he spared the Adeona, a British vessel, whose crew were taking seals at the mouth of the harbour, 

declaring that he could not take an English vessel with the same propriety that he could an American!” 127

“Vernet... gave Brisbane written instructions to seize the ship and to put most of her crew on an island in 

Salvador Water with supplies and bedding, leaving one or two men aboard.” 128

August 3rd, Harriet is brought into Berkeley Sound by Brisbane. Vernet has the vessel searched and its cargo of 

seal skins removed to the settlement’s store. During the search, evidence is found that another American ship, 

Breakwater, has also been sealing in waters Vernet considers his own. 129

“… Vernet had the ship apprehended on August 1 in San Salvador Bay. A few days later, the schooner anchored

in Puerto Luis, being the object of an investigation that did not yield any favorable result, since the logbook 

could not be found. In order to correct this fault, the crew was questioned, one of whose members gave a 

private diary, with which it was possible to fully document the repeated violations committed by Davison.” 130

“His suspicions confirmed, Vernet kept the Harriet's men detained at Port Louis, at first not under very strict 

supervision. But he soon felt forced to apply sterner measures – he found that Davison had secretly obtained 

access to the ship and had removed some supplies and given them to some of the settlers to win them over to 

his side, and had armed his men with large pointed knives, intending to rise up and recapture his ship.” 131

August 9th, Davison and his crew are moved to a house about a mile from the settlement.

“You will please to take all the men belonging to the Schooner Harriet round to the fishing place, let 
each man take his bedding & some bread, and you will see their chests sent around in a boat. Let them 
know that they must not leave the house but one at a time and only for necessary occasions, & that, no 
farther than the beach. Let them know that there are men about the country and at Salvador Bay, and if 
any of the prisoners are found by these men at a distance from their house, they will risk their lives,...”132

Mendoza, Córdoba and La Rioja join the Argentine Confederation. 133

August 15th, Brisbane completes an inventory of Harriet's cargo, which Davison signs. 134

126 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.239
127 Voyage of the United States Frigate, Potomac... J. N. Reynolds 1835 p.485
128 Pascoe 2020 p.122 citing AGN VII 129 doc.126
129 Evidence found in the personal log of Richard Coffin, who had transferred to Harriet from Breakwater.
130 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.239 citing the statements of G. R. Davison (July 30, 1831), Lyman Halle (August 17, 

1831), John Trumbull (August 12, 1831), etc.
131 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.13
132 Vernet to Brisbane August 9, 1831. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.13 citing AGN VII, 136, fol.95. With writer and 

recipient living together in a small settlement, this letter, together with other written instructions, suggests that Brisbane 
saw the need for something in writing. Wise in the circumstances. Vernet would later state that Davison was not 
imprisoned, merely confined. Davison, on reporting the matter to his Consul in Buenos Aires, disagreed.

133 Over the following 12 months the Federalists would beat down the Unitarian League to reform the country. Or forma a 
country, depending upon your perspective.

134 As the vessel had not been 'condemned' by a Prize Court, this was simple theft. Pascoe (2022 vol.2 p.14) refers to rules 
of privateering, but Vernet was not authorised as a privateer. He held no Letter of Marque from any government. 
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“That the Articles taken out at this time were as follows – Seven Barrels of flour, Eleven dº of Pork, two
dº of Beans, four dº of molasses, three dº of Bread, Seven hogsheads of Bread four kegs of Powder, four 
bags of Shot, fifty four Seal Skins, Seventy eight hair dº all the boards belonging to the Schooner, Say 
seven hundred and fifty feet, some Oars, and all the boat timbers, keels, Stems and Sterns, that 
belonged to the Schooner. That said Articles were conveyed into a Store belonging to the said Vernet, 
and sold out by retail by him at the following prices, to wit, Pork twenty five Cents per lb., Molasses, at
Seventy five Cents per quart, Bread twenty five Cents per lb.” 135

“Over the six days from 12 to 17 August, 1831, Vernet interrogated eight members of the Harriet's crew, and 

began to accumulate what eventually a large file of evidence on the operations of the ship and of other ships 

including the various boats of the Belleville men.” 136

August 15th, Capt. Don Carew anchors Breakwater in Port Salvador before going ashore with four others to 

make enquiries at Port Louis as to the whereabouts of Harriet. At the settlement they are ‘arrested’. Vernet 

orders Brisbane to seize Breakwater; imprison its crew and bring the ship to Port Louis.

“This is to certify that you, Captain Mateo Brisbane, are authorized by me to go on board the schooner 
"Breakwater", Captain Dan Carew, hereby anchored in the Bay of San Salvador and proceed to its 
seizure and take it to the Port Luis to examine it as they have reports of having been fishing amphibians
in these Islands. You are also authorized to take precautionary measures for these cases. Given under 
my signature and seal of this Command...” 137

“Vernet .., he demanded Carew's travel diary, which, when denied, gave reason for Brisbane to take office and 

seize the ship and its crew.” 138

August 17th, Brisbane walks to Port Salvador where he finds the boat that Carew had used to get ashore.

“I saw the boat returning and I went below into the forecastle and said to them that were there the 
Capt. is coming. In a few minutes the boat came along side and then one of our men came down and in 
a low tone almost a whisper he said there is some strangers come on board but not the captain and they
have guns. Tom Canada says let us make a rush for them and throw them Overboard. No says I, keep 
still, we have no arms and they have and if we undertake that we will some of us get hurt. So we kept 
quiet and went on deck and found they had possession of the vessel. Their leader was an English man 
Capt Brisbane …” 139

“As described in the log of the Breakwater's mate Oliver York, the boat approached the Breakwater in Salvador

Water about 3pm., with the sail set in such a way as to hide the boat's occupants from the crew of the ship, who

naturally imagined it was their captain returning.” 140

Brisbane transfers all the crew, except three, onto an island in Port Salvador. First mate Oliver York is one of the 

three left on Breakwater, to keep it at anchor. Brisbane gives York a paper stating that the vessel, papers and log 

have been seized. 141

135 Gilbert R. Davison Public Instrument of Protest 1831
136 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.14
137 Vernet to Brisbane August 17, 1831 quoted in Fitte 1966 p.25. Different (unsigned) version in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p16.
138 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.240
139 History of A Sealing Voyage On board the Schooner Breakwater of Stonington Connecticut in the year AD 1830 and 31 

Daniel W Lamb 1896. Internet published. See https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/a-sealing-voyage-
aboard-breakwater-d-lamb-1832.pdf 

140 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.16
141 Published in the United States Gazette of Philadelphia on November 1, 1831. See below. Breakwater’s original logbook
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“This is to certify that I have taken by force of arms from the Mate of the schooner Breakwater, My. O. 
York, the papers of the said vessel, viz. Her Register, Clearance and Crew list, which were forcibly taken
from the Captain's trunk, and I have also taken possession of the Log-book, the Journal of capt. Carew; 
and by force of arms, acting under the orders of Mr. L. Vernet I have taken possession of the schr 
Breakwater, as she now lies in the harbour of Salvador, East Falkland, August 17, 1831.”

Armed gauchos remain to guard the ship, while Brisbane walks back to Port Louis for further orders.

August 17th, five of the ex-Belleville sealers from Eagle Island arrive at Port Louis to barter for supplies with seal

skins and whale bone. Also accused of ‘illegal sealing,’ Americans Isaac Waldron, William Horton Smyley, John 

Jones and William Davenport are arrested; as is an Englishman, George Lambert. All are locked up.

“No sooner had we reached there, than we were surrounded by his soldiers, made prisoner & placed in 

confinement for having taken seals among the islands... all our property the hard earnings of years of toil & 

endurance was confiscated or rather taken by said Vernet, my portion of which amounted in whalebone and 

seal skins to about £300, in value.” 142

“... Louis Vernet arrested them, accusing them of sealing "illegally", and locked them up for five weeks,..” 143

August 19th, ten men 'arrested' by Luis Vernet agree to leave the islands aboard the British brigantine Elbe. 144 

Supplies are sent from Port Louis to the men marooned on the island in Port Salvador.

During the evening, Capt. Stephen Congar and Superior arrive at Port Louis. Congar is similarly accused of 

‘illegal sealing’ and arrested, together with his crew. 

“... about Nine hundred Fur Skins were taken out of the Superior by said Vernet and brought on 
shore.”145

“... those 3 vessels continued the same traffic, and were consequently detained, together with every thing 

belonging to them, to be arraigned before the competent Tribunal; which voluntary violation has been 

confessed and admitted by the Captains of the Harriet and Superior,..” 146

“Vernet says … that Captains Davison and Carew told him that the Superior too had been sealing in the 

Falklands, so when Congar unsuspectingly went aboard the Harriet, … he was taken prisoner.” 147

Superior's crew are marooned on an island in Berkeley Sound, without supplies. Congar is locked up on his ship.

“Vernet's finances were in a parlous state, as his accounts reveal... further burdened by the arrival of some two

dozen new people aboard the Elbe on 15 July 1831. He had more mouths to feed and had to provide more 

accommodation ... The time was approaching when he would no longer be able to pay his way. He simply had 

to find a means of bringing in profits, so he decided on a bold move; he would monopolise the sealing trade by 

cutting out the Americans, and his lack of a ship would be solved by taking American ships as prizes.” 148

remains in the Vernet archive in Buenos Aires. 
142 Lambert to Malmesbury February 27, 1852 in PRO FO/6/502
143 Pascoe 2020 p.111
144 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.19. Eight of the men were from Harriet. However, Elbe's departure was delayed and five of the 

men then agreed to remain, to work for Vernet.
145 Gilbert R. Davison Public Instrument of Protest 1831
146 Vernet 1832
147 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.20. 
148 Ibid. p.25
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August 20th, at Port Salvador, around midnight, the three crewmen remaining on Breakwater overpower 

Vernet's sentry and lock the other guards in the forecastle. After rescuing their crew mates from the island, they 

put the guards ashore. 149

“Aug. 20th: About midnight, having a rifle and two muskets, I secured the guard on board, four in the 
Forecastle, and one in the after hold, and sent T. Kennedy and the steward in the boat for the crew on 
the island.” 150

August 21st, at 3am, Oliver York, now commanding Breakwater, sails for Statenland to rescue a seven-man 

sealing party left there by Superior in March, 1831. Vernet is informed of the loss of Breakwater.

August 27th, Vernet interrogates the ex-Belleville men. He also interviews Capt. Davison for a second time. 151

September 2nd, in Montevideo, William Low sets out sailing directions for a circular advertising Port Louis. 

Being prepared by Emilio Vernet. 152

“The owner of the East Falkland Island, who has formed a settlement there in 1826 at the head of 
Berkeley Sound, hereby informs all Masters of Vessels bound round Cape Horn and the shipping in 
general, that said Sound is of the easiest access and affords the safest places for Vessels to lay and 
where they can fill their water with the greatest facility. The establishment can provide them at any time 
with fresh provisions, such as beef and greens, etc., etc., etc., and as soon as the number of Vessels 
touching there augments, said owner intends to establish proper Naval Stores, where Vessels will find 
everything necessary also for repairing and refitting. They may be sure to meet there the best & most 
hospitable reception from the inhabitants, whose number may ascend at this moment at one hundred & 
Fifty Souls, and steps are taken to promote Colonization, so that their number may rapidly increase, as 
the good nature of the soil, for all agricultural purposes, at which there has been made a trial with 
wheat, flax, potatoes, & all sorts of vegetables, - its vicinity to Cape Horn, the River Plate and Brazils, 
at which latter two places, the produce of the Islands, as Salt Beef, Hides, Codfish, Seal skins & oil 
always find a good market – offer so many different advantages to Settlers. As for the Owner himself 
they may depend upon every assistance in his power if they should require it. He also recommends this 
place with a view to economy for Vessels, as they can lay here with little or no expense and without 
paying any sort of duties of which the Island is exempt for twenty years; and his chief object in making 
this place known being to promote communication with Foreign Countries which is highly essential to 
him and his Colony, the Vessels may rely upon the most reasonable treatment on his part… This place is
particularly recommendable to Whalers & such Vessels bound on long voyages and that wish to recruit 
their Crew, as the abundance of game offers an interesting exercise to the same, and for those whose 
Ship's Companies are affected with the Scurvy, the Island produces spontaneously & in great 
abundance a variety of antiscorbutic plants. For Vessels touching there for the first time, the following 
directions of captain W. Low, who has been sailing many years about these Islands, in the Uxbridge, 
Adeona &c from London, may serve as a guide, and for more particulars they are referred to the 
following English vessels, that have called in there to the middle of March last.” 153

149 Date is provided by Caillet-Bois (1982 p.240) who cites the United States Gazette of October 29, 1831. 
150 Oliver York quoted in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.21
151 Texts of statements taken in Pascoe 2022 vol.2  p.28 and Appendix A.20
152 Pascoe (2022 vol.1 p.30) notes that none of these printed advertisement appears to have survived, but that one was sent 

to the British Admiral at Rio de Janeiro which was then forwarded to the Admiralty in London. Only a copy survives.
153 FO 6/499 fol. 152-155. My emphasis. Low's relationship with Vernet at this time is unknown. A copy of this document 

came into the hands of Rear-Admiral Baker at Rio de Janeiro in March, 1832. In contrast to the cheery tones, Vernet’s 
settlement had suffered a high turnover of settlers and the number of ships visiting Port Louis were dwindling.
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“Directions for entering Berkeley sound (East Falkland Isld). Ships approaching Berkeley sound from 
the Northward, should be careful in approaching a ledge of Rocks, that lies above the water, called by 
some Volunteer Rocks, lying at the North entrance of Berkeley sound, extending from the shore about on
mile and a quarter ...” 154

“The 18 vessels listed... are all British, given with their captains, previous port of call and purpose of voyage. … 

Vernet's "Advertisement" lists ships, not visits; it includes only the British ships … In that time there had also 

been 17 American ships (some paying several visits), 5 French, 4 from Buenos Aires and one Swedish, but only 

the 18 British ships are listed.” 155

September 8th, at Port Louis, six sealers are obliged by Luis Vernet

to guarantee their future behaviour. 156

“The undersigned, having been arrested in Puerto Luis,
Malvinas Islands, for violating the fishing laws and desiring
while we remain here to be free to leave the country and in the
meantime to travel freely wherever we wish, hereby make the
solemn oath that we will not do in word or in deed anything
that directly or indirectly disturbs the peace in this place or that
in any way contributes to it; nor do anything that in any way
can counteract the measures that the authorities of the country
have to implement in the enforcement of the laws. 

In proof of this we signed this declaration in Port Louis,
September 8, 1831.
J. Trumball, John Hill, Lyman Hall, Richard Coffin, John
Williams, John Newman.”

The presence of so many sealers under guard, is a cause of some

concern for Luis Vernet.

“… the presence in Puerto Luis of two captured ships did not cease to cause serious concerns to Vernet, ... The 

crew of the Harriet had apparently proved to be possessed ... of a desire to regain freedom. Vernet then took 

the decision to assign them as prisoners (to) the house intended for fishing, although it did not change the 

affable treatment that, until then, had been accorded to them. It should be pointed out that the confinement 

only takes place during the night.” 157

To overcome his worries, Vernet persuades Cpatains Davison and Congar to sign an agreement with him. This 

allows for one of them to go sealing on the west coast of South America, on Vernet's behalf, while the other goes 

to Buenos Aires to represent both vessels on a charge of illegal sealing. 158

“(Art.3.) It is understood between the two contracting parties that this voyage to the slaughter of 
wolves shall be at the expense of Mr. Vernet if the ships were condemned, and at the expense of the 
owners in N. America if they were not, that is to say: half for each owner in America; and whether or 
not condemned the hides shall be counted and the crew shall immediately receive the share…” 159

154 Quoted in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.1 pp.29-30 citing PRO FO 6 499 fols. 499 to 155.
155 Pascoe 2022 vol.1 p.654. Pascoe suggests that this implies a particularly pro-British bias.
156 AGN Fondo Luis Vernet VII-129, doc.100
157 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.241-242
158 Full text in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.21
159 Ibid. p.242
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After some consideration, Vernet selects the Superior and Capt. Congar to go sealing. Capt. Davison is to go to 

Buenos Aires in Harriet. 160

“… he suffered one of these two to depart, leaving a cargo of seal-skins as a deposit. The other was still
detained, out of which he took stores of all kinds, and sold them by auction, and was about to sail in her
to Buenos Ayres, for the purpose of attending the trial as to her and her companion's condemnation.” 161

“Vernet and Brisbane… had not the means of fishing, themselves, but their plan was to fish by proxy; and, 

whilst they laid claim to all the fish in the Southern Ocean, they were to compel our citizens to catch them for 

their use.” 162

“Vernet himself undertook to provide them with supplies, salt, ammunition and other tools necessary for the 

slaughter of amphibians. The ship would be manned with the most suitable men, among whom would be 

Clarke, former pilot of the whaling ship, Adeona,..” 163

“Vernet’s contract with Congar and Davison was illegal in international law. No laws or practices permitted 

the commercial use of a captured civilian vessel in peacetime without prior court adjudication, as the Harriet’s 

owner Silas Burrows reminded Vernet’s American agent Lewis Krumbhaar in a letter on 14 September 1832. 

Failure to comply with the legal norms made the perpetrator guilty of piracy.” 164

September 11th, the English whaler Sir Andrew Hammond (Cuthall), arrives at Port Louis.

September 13th, Capt. Congar prepares a letter to be taken out to the sealing party left on Statenland the year 

before by Superior. The letter informs them of the seizure of their ship and advises them to return with Harriet, 

which be believes is to be sent to find them. Congar's instructions are that they should hand over any seal skins 

they have accumulated and obtain a receipt; “... I have Deposited 989 prime Skins with V(ernet).” 165

September 15th, Superior, under the command of Capt. Congar, sails from Berkeley Sound. 166

“... carrying "Maria of Magellan", an important leader of the Patagonian Indians, who had been a guest of the 

Vernet family for six months and was now (to be) landed by Congar at the Magellan Strait at her request.” 167

At Statenland, on the same day, Oliver York on Breakwater finds the sealing crew left by Superior and takes 

them off. A note is placed in a bottle under a cairn of stones outlining what has occurred, should Superior 

return.168

“Capt Congar, Sir, the schooner Breakwater Capt York arrived here yesterday. Capt York informs me 
that the Breakwater and the Harriet have been seized for sealing the Isles included in Mr Vernet's 
circular And he also heard that their (sic) was another sch taken but did not learn which vessel it was. 

160 British and Foreign State Papers 1831-1832. Also Vernet 1832. Both captains subsequently claimed coercion. Two 
crews of sealers would have, in any case, been a handful, and it seems probable that Vernet saw an opportunity to free up
his gauchos from guard duty and make some money at the same time.

161 Visit to the Falkland Islands published in The United Services Journal and Naval and Military Magazine, 1832
162 Duncan to Slacum February 2, 1832 in Manning 1932 pp.93-94
163 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.242
164 Pascoe 2020 p.124
165 Congar to Albertson September 13, 1831 in AGN VII, 132, doc.147. Harriet never reached Statenland.
166 Congar fulfilled his contract and returned to Port Louis in April, 1832. Finding Port Louis much reduced, and informed 

of the events during his absence, he sailed, with his cargo, for New York. cf. September, 1832
167 Pascoe 2020 p.125. Also known as Maria la Grande, Maria la Vieja and Santa Maria, tradition has it that she was the 

daughter of a Tehuelche chief. Some sources give her arrival in the Falklands as January 15, 1831.
168 This note was found by the crew of Dash in February, 1832 and was forwarded to Silas Duncan of the USS Lexington 

in June 1832. It reached Washington in January, 1833. cf. December, 1831 & January, 1832.
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As I am out of provisions and the time expired which I was left here for I think best for me to take refuge
with Mr York As the crew is very much insatisfied (as) they have been eating penguins for the last 
month. We have but 60 skins there is also no prospect of getting any more, if you come here and find 
this I would advise you to keep clear of Port Louis, Capt York informs me that all sealing will be 
stopped in future. Yours in haste P.J. Albertson P.S. I will take the boat with me.” 169

September 20th, Vernet releases the ex-Belleville sealers after five weeks of imprisonment and negotiates 

another contract with them to seal on his behalf. 170 The contract stipulates that they, and the others still on Eagle

Island, should complete construction of the shallop (Eagle) and return to Port Louis before December 1st, 1831. 

They will then be required to work as sealers for Vernet under the flag of Buenos Aires, and with papers issued by

him. They are also expected to circulate copies of Vernet’s sealing regulations. In return, the men are to receive 

670 silver pesos for the boat and its equipment in June, 1832. With little choice but to comply with the terms 

offered by Luis Vernet, four of the five sign. 171

“Vernet took from them "as security" 198 sealskins and over a ton (2744 pounds) of whalebone.” 172

“Under Article 3 of the contract the vessel was to be "under the flag of the Republic of Buenos Aires, with 

regular papers from the authority on these islands", and the contract was to run to 1 June 1832, on which date 

it would lapse. Under Article 4 Vernet would then buy the vessel for 400 silver dollars (pesos) and their 

equipment for 270 silver dollars, and the men would be free to do as they pleased.” 173

A similar contract is signed between Vernet and five other men – Richard Wilcox, David Wetherill, John Walton, 

William Mitchell and Henry Holmes – to go sealing specifically in the north of East Falkland Island. 174

September 22nd, Harriet, under the nominal command of Capt. Davison but with Brisbane and eight armed 

gauchos on board, sails for Statenland (Isla de los Estados) to retrieve the sealing party left there by Superior. 175

“... near New Island there was a clash with Elizabeth Jane, Captain James Nash, which forced the 

abandonment of the Harriet's voyage. Nash had mounted six guns in the Elizabeth Jane (two taken from 

Patagonia), and according to Vernet he threatened to retake the Harriet, which had only one gun; Vernet said 

Davison did not want the Elizabeth jane to attempt a rescue for fear the Harriet might be damaged. At all 

events, rather than risk bloodshed and damage, Brisbane gave up the plan of rescuing the men on Statenland...

and returned to Port Louis in the Harriet...” 176

Luis Vernet writes to his agent Lewis Krumbhaar in Philadelphia, informing him the seizure of the American 

ships.

September 24th, Luis Vernet also writes a letter to the Superior's owner Silas Burrows, explaining the nature of

his contract with Congar and demanding that Burrows respect Vernet's rights under the contract should Congar 

abandon the voyage and return to his home port. 177

169 US National Archives, Naval Record Group 45, M147.
170 Isaac Waldron, John Jones, William Smyley, George Lambert and William Davenport. Smyley would later try to claim 

damages for his treatment at Vernet's hands. cf. 1849 & 1850
171 William Davenport did not sign and apparently left Port Louis on Elbe. Contract in full in Fitte 1966 pp.108-109. 
172 Pascoe 2020 p.125 citing Vernet's report to Vicente Maza August 10, 1832. Quite how these could act as security when 

Vernet claimed that they had been taken illegally from his territory, is unclear.
173 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.36. Art. 5 stipulated that once the vessel had been completed that the men should return to Port 

Louis for supplies and “regular papers..
174 All but Wilcox had been crewmen on Harriet. See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.35-36
175 Caillet-Bois 1982 pp.243-244
176 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.43
177 Ibid. p.33
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September 25th, Elbe (John Burt) sails from Port Luis, taking away some disillusioned settlers. Capt. Carew, 

two of his crewmen, together with four from Superior and five from Harriet, are placed aboard for a journey to 

Rio de Janeiro.

“... on 25 September 1831 the British brigantine Elbe left with just over a dozen people: Captain Daniel Carew 

of the Breakwater and the remaining crewmen of the American ships Vernet had seized, plus the disgruntled 

British settler Joseph Addyman, his wife Jane and their children. All of them were incensed at Vernet’s 

treatment of them, and left the islands in disgust. There remained roughly 114-115 people;..” 178

“... I have property there, which I was obliged to abandon on account of the tyranny and extortion of the 

Buenos Ayrean Governor Lewis Vernet.” 179

September 27th, the Sir Andrew Hammond (Cuthall), sails from Port Louis.

October 13th, Harriet returns to Berkeley Sound, empty handed.

Stephen Henry Fox finally arrives in Buenos Aires as the new British Minister Plenipotentiary.

October 21st, Thomas Lawrie, commanded by William Langdon, arrives in Berkeley Sound. George Thomas 

Whitington is a passenger aboard the vessel. 180

October 22nd, Luis Vernet issues a promissory bond in lieu of outstanding wages to Jean (Juan) Simon; “... 

earned in my service, and which sum of One thousand, Six hundred pesos he can recover from me or my heirs 

or assigns at any time.” 181

October 23rd, Langdon and his passengers step ashore. 182

“Having landed, I immediately paid a visit to the governor, Don Vernet, who received me with much 
cordiality. … Having, at his request, sent an invitation to Captain Langdon and his family to come and 
remain on shore, they accordingly arrived about sunset. A lively conversation passed at dinner; the 
party consisting of Don Vernet and his lady, Captain Langdon and his family, a Captain Brisbane, and 
two American gentlemen belonging to a sealing schooner detained at the island by Don Vernet; in the 
evening we had music and dancing. Don Vernet's domestic establishment consisted of about fifteen 
slaves, bought by him from the Buenos Ayrean government, on the condition of learning them some 
useful employment, and having their services for a certain number of years, after which, by the 
provisions of the Slave Trade Act, they were free. They seemed generally to be from fifteen to twenty 
years of age, and appeared quite contented and happy. The number of persons altogether on the island 
consisted of about one hundred, including twenty-five gauchos and five charruas, Indians. There are a 
few Dutch families, the women of which milk the cows, and make the butter. Two or three Englishmen, a
German family, and the remainder made up of Spaniards and Portuguese, pretending to follow some 
trade, but doing little or nothing. The gauchos are chiefly Spaniards: their captain or "the Chief of the 
Gauchos" is a Frenchman. ... One gaucho was worth fifteen hundred dollars, and an Irishman who had 
been a gaucho, and had come to the island in Don Vernet's debt, had not only paid it off, but had been 

178 Pascoe 2020 p.89. 
179 Addyman to Rear Admiral Seymour May 13, 1833 in PRO FO 118/31 155-157. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.40-41
180 AGN Sala VII Port Louis Sailing Register. Information regarding Whitington supplied by Graham Pascoe.
181 CO 78/43. Simon was murdered in 1833. After a dispute, Simon's heirs finally received compensation for this bond in 

December, 1858. cf. 1833, 1853 & 1858
182 See https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/1831-c.-port-louis.png and 

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/1831-port-louis-descriptive-detail.png and 
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/plan-of-east-falkland-island-18311.pdf 
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enabled to give him seven hundred and fifty dollars for a building which he had converted into a 
store.”183

“His (Vernet's) house is long and low, with a single floor and very thick stone walls. I found there a 
good library of Spanish, German and English works, during the meal there was lively conversation, in 
which Mr. Vernet and his wife, Mr.
Brisbane and others; in the evening
there was music and dancing. In the
room there was a large piano; Mrs.
de Vernet, a Buenos Aires woman, let
us hear her excellent voice, which
sounded not a little strange in the
Falklands, where we only hoped to
find some sea-lions.” 184

Langdon is also impressed. 

“… there was in the hall a rich piano
forte by Stoddart, which served to
accompany D. Vernet in his singing;
this Lady has a beautiful voice. It was
not without great admiration that we
heard the bellaria de tanti palpita in
the Falkland Islands, where we [sic] hoped to find more than miserable fishermen”185

“The Establishment began to yield benefits – certainly derisory – after 1828, when the exports were leathers 

and salted meat. Over the next three years, the villagers obtained other well-received products in the American

and European markets, all of which allowed for years of prosperity for Puerto Soledad.... at the end of 1831, 

the exports of Puerto Soledad already totaled thirty-three thousand nine hundred and sixty-six pesos.” 186

“The over idealised depictions of life at Port Louis … are seriously misleading. In the first place, the population 

was very far from stable – it fluctuated constantly in its total number and in its composition, and had a large 

"floating" element of people who came and went.” 187

October 24th, Breakwater arrives at its home port of Stonington, Connecticut in the USA. 188

October 25th, thirty-five Port Louis settlers sign a petition addressed to Luis Vernet.

“The petitioners put forward that the mere notifications made to fishermen were not enough, because they did 

not obey them, and refer to the facts as follows: In order to increase the number of sea lions, settlers had been 

banned from hunting in the time of the calving, and the fishermen did not respect it (the calving) and killed 

183 Visit to the Falkland Islands published in The United Services Journal and Naval and Military Magazine, 1832. The 
author’s name was not provided, but it seems likely that it was George Whitington. The Gaucho’s chief was Jean (Juan) 
Simon. The Irishman – William Dickson.

184 Quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.216
185 Ibid. p.216 fn.9 citing Jornal do Commercio, Rio de Janeiro, vol. I, n° 8, April 4, 1833, p. 1, col. 2
186 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.220-221. Moot. Based upon a list of goods – skins, hides, meat, etc. – exported from 

Soledad Island to Buenos Aires, but makes no allowance for costs. Caillet-Bois's conclusion seems questionable.
187 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.48
188 The New York Evening Post October 27, 1831
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calves and pregnant sea lions, driving the mothers away, for which reason the extinction of sea lions was 

feared. … They ask: 1. to report this information to the governor of Buenos Aires, and demand the effectiveness 

of the exclusive privilege granted to the fishing colony on the shores sea; 2. to request protection in favor of the 

same colony against the recidivists.” 189

October 29th, at Port Louis, William Langdon and Louis Vernet reach an agreement.190

“I herewith hand you the Document of your appointment for the colonisation of that tract of Land of the 
East Falkland Island which is comprised under Section Number three.”

“...  Vernet, after gathering the most complete and accurate information possible, proceeded to draw up a plan 

in which the fundamental part would be in charge of the agents who, by then, were already appointed. He 

divided the island into eleven sections, each of which would be in charge and under the inspection of a person 

or agent, who should act independently of the establishments that were founded or that would henceforth be 

founded. The lands were classified as first, second, third and fourth quality lands.” 191

“... on 29 October Vernet granted Langdon possession of "Section No 3" on the English map, and wrote 

Langdon an elaborate 16-page land-grant contract, entitling 

him to sell land to settlers in his own section and/or in other 

sections, and with blanks left to be filled in with the names of 

settlers he had recruited.” 192

The agreement includes a plot of 10-square miles for Langdon;

“... as your property for ever...”. 193

“It must be understood that by lots of land of first 
quality, we mean those that have one of their sides on a 
navigable cove or sheltered bay: by navigable coves 
must be considered those that from their mouths to a 
more or less long distance form a sheltered bay for ships
of more or less draft, say ten to twenty-four feet and are 
navigable by boats to where the tides flow or what is the
same to their origin. Lands of second quality means 
those lots that are not bathed by navigable waters and 
whose nearest part will be a mile away from the shores 

of a bay or cove. By lands of third quality those whose nearest part is two miles away and of fourth quality
those whose nearest part is three miles away or more from such navigable waters.” 194

189 De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores presentada al Honorable Congreso 
Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887 pp.201-278. Clearly organised by Vernet.

190 Vernet to Langdon October 29, 1831 in AGN VII, 129, doc.120. See May 31, 1834. There is no evidence of a payment.
191 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.228
192 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.50. My emphasis. Pascoe refers to the map (next page) as Vernet's 'English' map, as all the names 

are in English. This in contrast to an earlier map where all names and descriptions were in Spanish. See December, 1828.
For an 1834 chart of these land sections, see - https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/1831-published-
1834-for-g.-whitington-london.png

193 Letter to Langon in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.50-51
194 Vernet quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.228 fn.30. Caillet-Bois also notes that - “The second section was given to 

P. V. of Hamburg, the third to G. Langdon of London, the fourth to A.D. and C. of Saxony, the fifth to H. P. G. V. of 
England, the sixth and seventh to L. Kumbhaar of North America, the eighth to H. P. G. V. of Germany, the ninth to M. 
B. S. of Scotland, the tenth to I. H. from Scotland, and the eleventh to O. H. K., from Holland.”. No source or further 
information provided.
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“Don Vernet has divided the island into eleven sections: one he has colonized, and another he has sold to 

Lieutenant Langdon, to whom he has given a deed of grant, authorizing him to let other portions of the land to 

persons willing to emigrate to the country. This tract consists of about ten square miles, of six hundred and 

forty English acres each, as his property for ever, with a proviso that he, or some person appointed by him, 

shall settle on it within a given time. He has also empowered Lieutenant Langdon to distribute, gratis, among 

ten families willing to emigrate, certain portions of the land. The above deed sets forth the condition under 

which emigrants will be received, and also Don Vemet's ideas on the subject of colonization.” 195

“Langdon was authorized to distribute free to ten heads of households .., and to each one a square lot of prime 

quality land (measuring one hundred English acres). Each of these ten heads of household was then allowed to 

distribute free five square lots of fifty acres each of second-quality land to five of his friends – also heads of 

household and six more square lots of twenty-five acres each of third-quality land to six single or married 

individuals. The third article entitled Langdon to sell a hundred square miles of land, in lots of one square mile,

640 acres each, in the same sections, for the price of one pound sterling per acre of land of the first quality; 15 

shillings per acre of second quality; 10 shillings per acre of third quality, and five shillings per acre of fourth 

quality. These amounts had to be paid to Vernet in cash or at the time of giving possession of the land to the 

interested party. Langdon may have greater extensions, even if it invades the jurisdiction of other sections. For

its part, the one given to his name was only valid until January 1, 1835. As for the settlers, they had to commit 

themselves to "respect the legitimate authority of the country and therefore also its laws and to be willing to 

forget prejudices and natural animosities, so frequent among subjects of rival nations". And to avoid 

inconveniences with "ghost" or "invisible" settlers, he pointed out that the buyer of land must before the year 

take possession by himself or by means of power before a notary; those who had received free lots of land had 

a somewhat longer term: five years. Vernet, for its part, undertook to provide cattle and horses, sufficiently 

domesticated, at moderate prices and in proportion to the land the applicant possessed. An ox or bull would be 

sold for four pounds, a cow or veal for four pounds and ten shillings, and a horse for six pounds. He held the 

settler responsible for any damage suffered by cattle on the island and of which he was the sole owner. And he 

declared that in the first city which he could found, the landowner, for every hundred acres of which he was 

possessor, was entitled therein to a free lot, as well as to two free acres of forest on the Island of the States "on 

the shores of sheltered bays." He concluded the long and detailed agreement with an exposition of the 

obligations of the settlers, to whom he recommended to remain in the establishment a considerable number of 

years, for which he bound them with a solemn contract. ...” 196

“Vernet granted Langdon "Section "No 3" on the English map, running from Salvador Water down to where 

Fitzroy now stands (previously sections II, IV and V of the Spanish map), and wrote Langdon a 16-page land-

grant contract, entitling him to sell land to settlers in his own section and/or in other sections. In a covering 

letter he granted Langdon ten square miles "as your property for ever", plus a third of all proceeds of land 

sales made before 1 January 1833 and a quarter of the proceeds of land sales made after that date.”197

In Philadelphia, USA, on the same day, a news report relating Breakwater’s seizure appears in the United States 
Gazette. 198 

Read by Vernet's friend and agent, Lewis Krumbhaar, who immediately pens a letter to the US Government. 

195 Colonial Office Memo dated February 25, 1832 referred to in Memorandum Respecting the Falkland Islands G. de 
Bernhardt 1911. See also AGN VII, 129, doc.120 & PRO FO 6/499 f.102-103

196 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.229. 
197 Pascoe 2020 p.126 citing AGN VII 129 doc.120
198 Copy in AGN VII 129 doc.105. 
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“It was learned on the arrival of Breakwater that our government did not recognize the right of 
sovereignty claimed by the Republic of Buenos Aires over the Falkland Islands. (As) it was a very 
important point I addressed a letter on this subject to the Secretary of State...” 199

That same day, US Secretary of State Livingston responds to Krumbhaar's inquiry. 200

“Measures were taken by my predecessor to ascertain on what foundation the claim of jurisdiction to 
these islands rested; but the sickness and death of Mr. Forbes, our charge d'affaires at Buenos Ayres, 
had for a time interrupted the investigation. Our right of fishery, however, in those seas, is one that the 
government considers indisputable, and it will be given in charge to the minister about to be sent there, 
to make representations against and demand satisfaction for all interruptions of the exercise of that 
right.” 201

“… it is not possible to maintain that the Americans had acquired by custom the right to fish on those coasts; 

and that, if they did, it was in contravention of the laws prohibitive and against the express will of the 

territorial sovereign.” 202

October 31st, Master Commander Benjamin Cooper takes over the US station at Rio de Janeiro. He orders the 

USS Lexington, (Captain Silas Duncan), to sail for Montevideo.

“You will use the utmost vigilance, energy, and activity, consistent with the neutral character of our 
country, in protecting the rights and commerce of the United States in that quarter.” 203

In the United States, picking up on the initial story by the United States Gazette, the Stonington Phoenix carries 

an article entitled “Shameful Outrage,” with an editorial suggesting that the US Government should establish a 

settlement in the Falklands, to ensure a friendly port for its ships. 204

November 1st, the United States Gazette of Philadelphia reports;

“From the Falkland islands: Arrived at Stonington, Con. on Monday, schooner Breakwater from the 
Falkland Islands, whither she went on a Sealing Voyage. The b. put in at Port Louis, where she was 
forcibly taken possession of by Vernet the Governor, acting as he said under the decree of the Buenos 
Ayrean Government, forbidding all fishing in those seas. A guard of five men put on board, whom the 
mate, Mr. York of this city, and two seamen contrived to shut below during the night, and so retook the 
schooner. - … All he papers were seized at Port Louis. Schooner Harriet had also been seized under 
similar circumstances. There are eight or ten schooners, and several ships, about which a good deal od 
anxiety is felt. The claim of jurisdiction over the Falkland Islands set up by the Government of Buenos 
Aires, our government has formally declared it will not recognise.”

At Port Louis, Langdon,who is already carrying a menagerie from Australia for the Surrey Zoological Gardens, 

adds geese from the archipelago.

199 Krumbhaar to Vernet December 23, 1831, quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 p.262 fn.34
200 Clearly Lewis Krumbhaar was well connected.
201 Dated October 29, 1831. Quoted in Davison v Seal-Skins, Circuit Court D, Connecticut 1835 case No. 3661 with the 

wrong date of October 29, 1830 (Forbes died in June, 1831). cf. December, 1831. cf. 1854
202 De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores presentada al Honorable Congreso 

Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887 pp.201-278
203 US National Archives, Washington, Naval Record Group 45, M147, microfiche 16. For papers relating to Duncan, see 

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/silas-duncan-commanding-uss-lexington-orders-letters-1831-
32.pdf 

204 Possibly the source of a persistent rumour that the USA was considering occupying the archipelago.

29

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/silas-duncan-commanding-uss-lexington-orders-letters-1831-32.pdf
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/silas-duncan-commanding-uss-lexington-orders-letters-1831-32.pdf


“... the first ever imported into this country, and are by far the most beautiful of their class. The 
plumage much resembles that of the bustard, with pale yellow legs. They have not the disagreeable 
cackle of their family. Should success attend the breeding from these birds, they will form a beautiful 
addition to our farmyard.” 205

Before sailing, Langdon also takes on a cargo of seal skins. 206

“For its part, Thomas Lawrie transported 212 fine wolf hides, 407 dozen rabbit hides and 100 cow hides which,

sold in England, produced a profit of four hundred and eighty-two pounds sterling and eleven shillings. That is

to say that, at the end of 1831, the exports of Puerto Soledad (sic) already totalled thirty-three thousand nine 

hundred and sixty-six strong pesos.” 207

On the same day, Vernet certifies that the house he ordered to be built for Gregorio Sanchez and his family is 

now the property of Sanchez.

“... he having paid for it the sum of One hundred and twenty dollars. But if he should happen to leave 
the house on his departure from this island he must return it to me for the same amount...” 208

“The most important building or "Main House", which served as headquarters for the Command, was about 

eighty feet long, with a depth of ninety and a height of twelve. The lower part of its walls was made of lime and

stone, but not the rest, ... only stone and clay intervened. Then came a "Little house called the oven" (n° 2) 

(inhabited by the leather staker); the "House of the garden" (n° 3), built like the previous one with lime and 

stone (inhabited by the gardener of the Colony); crossing a small bridge led to a second area of the port that 

extended to the very entrance of the cove and which included the following constructions: In the foreground, a 

small house (n° 4), close to the aforementioned bridge, and which served as a room for the blacksmith and the 

stoneworker (their material, stone and clay), and a little more distant, another of medium size and also built 

with stone, Julio Grossi's lodging (n° 5). Nearby stood the houses of the Colonial surgeon and two families: 

Klein and Hagener (No. 6 and 9) (both rooms made with lime, stone, stone and clay). At a greater distance, but

always in the vicinity of the shore, two other houses (n° 7 and 10) (served as accommodation for one of the 

farm keepers) and, finally, beyond the pier, the warehouse and the pantry room, Guillermo Dickson (n° 8). In 

total ten houses, of which only four had wooden roofs. The rest had straw or reed as their top cover, with 

which the island was abundantly provided. … For the cattle, the inhabitants had in Puerto Soledad two large 

and old corrals (one was located at the entrance of the interior port, in the place where an old Spanish fort, 

then in ruins, was built);… Such was the content of the Eastern Malvina at the end of 1831.” 209

November 3rd, USS Lexington sails for the Rio de la Plata.

205 Yorkshire Gazette Saturday February 4, 1832. A portion of the seal skins seized by Vernet from Isaac Waldron of the 
Belville appear to have been taken by Thomas Lawrie to London cf. Davison v Seal-Skins, Circuit Court D, Connecticut 
1835 case No.3661

206 Seemingly these were, or included, the seal skins confiscated from the ex-Belleville sealing crew. Taken as a 
'guarantee'of their completing their contract. As they had not breached that agreement, this would appear to amount to a 
criminal offence of theft by Luis Vernet.

207 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.221 citing ‘Cuenta del liquido producido de todas las 4exportaciones hechas por mi cuenta de la 
Isla Oriental de Malvinas desde 1826 hasta fines de 1831, sacada en resumen de las respectivas cuentas de venta de su 
referencia’ in Copias de las Colecciones de documentos marcadas, etc., f.86. 

208 CO 78/43. This from amongst the documents collected in consideration of Vernet's claims against the British 
Government between 1852 and 1858. This house was sold to Juan Simon, acting as Vernet's agent, on January 19, 1832 
following the visit of USS Lexington. cf. 1852, 1856 & 1858

209 Caillet-Bois 1982 pp.215-216.

30



November 5th, Luis Vernet appoints ex-Belleville sealer William Horton Smyley as the branch pilot for Port 

Louis, Port William, Choiseul Bay and other; “... ports, bays and waters under my jurisdiction.” 210

“Smyley himself, of course, was not at Port Louis at the time; he was on Eagle Island with the other Belleville 

men, busy completing the shallop Eagle. The "branch pilot" document was evidently left at Port Louis for 

Smyley to pick up later, together with the original of the commission for the Eagle, intended to be signed 

personally by her crew.” 211

Elbe arrives at Rio de Janeiro. Joseph Addyman, who Vernet had told could redeem his paper tokens with the 

Agents Rostron & Dutton, finds that the agents have no money. The ship's cargo of seal skins are deemed 

worthless, after suffering from “damp”. 212

“... from the want of funds, we were under the necessity of dishonouring two orders he (Addyman) had upon us

drawn by the Governor of the Islands L. Vernet.” 213

November 6th, although they had not yet returned, Vernet draws up a ‘commission’ for the Eagle Island sealers 

in which he refers to their shallop, Eagle, as Aquila. 214

November 7th, leaving Port Louis, Vernet sails for Buenos Ayres in Harriet; with his family, servants and four 

female household slaves.215 In total there are 29 people aboard including Capt. Davison.216 Loaded onto the vessel

are the majority of Vernet's documents and archives, together with 2,744 pounds of whalebone. 217

At the settlement, some 80 people remain – settlers and gauchos.

# Researcher's Comment: Just two years and five months following his appointment as Commander in June 

1829, Luis Vernet sailed away. He took most of his furniture, including the chandelier.218 There is no clear 

evidence that his family intended to return. Port Louis was not, after all, a place to educate children. More likely 

then, that he intended to base himself in Buenos Aires from where he could attempt to advertise and grow the 

colony. Soledad Island was simply too remote to facilitate effective communication.

“...Vernet went from Malvinas to Buenos Aires, having left to represent his authority Don Enrique Metcalf.”219

“... the only vessel at the Island (the schooner Harriet) was, after a detention of three or four months, taken by 

Vernet to Buenos Ayres to suit his own purpose, and to transport his family and most of his effects.” 220

210 The Dictionary of Falklands Biography (including South Georgia): From Discovery up to 1981 D. Tatham (ed.) 2008 
p.500. Despite a seeming change in their relationship, Smyley subsequently petitioned US Senator Seward asking that 
Washington intervene on his behalf with regard to ‘injuries’ to person and property by Luis Vernet. cf. November, 1849 

211 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.58. Original in the Jane Cameron National Archive in the Falkland Islands.
212 Ibid. p.41
213 PRO FO 118/31 159
214 Causing some confusion among later historians in the process. For an examination of the myth of Aquila created by 

Antonio Gomez Langenheim in 1939, and others, see Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.65-67. Coincidentally (?), Bougainville had 
an Aigle in 1764. 

215 Vernet's wife, four children, four black female slaves and five male servants. 
216 AGN VII 129. Davison had signed a contract with Vernet, agreeing to pilot the ship to Buenos Aires for 50 pesos. 
217 Presumably that taken from the ex-Belleville men as a guarantee of their compliance with the contract he had forced 

them to sign. Another instance of theft by Vernet.
218 He did leave behind the piano forte, a sofa and a table.
219 De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores presentada al Honorable Congreso 

Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887 pp.201-278
220 Diplomatic Correspondence of the United State, Inter-American Affairs: vol.1 Argentina 1831-1860 W. R. Manning 

1932 p.94.
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“... on 7 November 1831 Louis Vernet left the islands in the American schooner Harriet with his wife and 

children and some of his white servants and black slaves,

totalling 29 people including the ship’s crew (over a

quarter of the remaining land-based population;..),

leaving about 85,..” 221

Henry Metcalf is left in charge of both the settlement, and

the principle business of cattle hunting.

“It can be calculated – according to Vernet – that, from

1826 to 1831, 5,553 head of cattle were consumed, which

at the rate of fifteen strong pesos each (result of the

wages of the rubbers) imported the sum of $83,295.”222

Matthew Brisbane is to take responsibility for the sealing. 

Brisbane is also authorized by Vernet to act as his private

agent. 223

“… (he) actually seized three American Schooners for not complying with his mandate: … proceedings he well 

knew could not long subsist, without his being called to account, he therefore prudently withdrew from Port 

Louis, leaving his concerns in charge of Messrs. Brisbane and Metcalf, two Englishmen who were in his 

employ, and who it is said, were active in the seizures, assisted by some deserters from the Sealing Vessels.”224

“Such was the state of Vernet's settlement a few months before the Lexington's visit; and there was then every 

reason for the settlers to anticipate success, as they, poor deluded people, never dreamed of having no business

there without having obtained the permission of the British Government. They thought, naturally enough, that 

the Buenos Ayrean Government could not have sold the islands to Mr. Vernet, unless the state of La Plata had a

right to them; they believed that the purchase-money had been paid; but they were not aware that the British 

Government had protested formally against the pretended claim of Buenos Ayres, so quiet was that fact kept 

by the Argentine Government,..” 225

“Louis Vernet never saw the Falkland Islands again. ... Apart from the abortive 1824 expedition, in which he 

had a financial involvement but took no part himself, Vernet's time in the Falklands took place in three phases: 

Phase 1, 1826-8: a cattle killing venture with some two dozen gauchos but no settlers and no women. Phase 2, 

1828-9: Vernet as "freeholder" of East Falkland aiming to set up a permanent settlement under his concession 

of 5 January 1828, with gauchos and black slaves but still without women or settlers. Phase 3, 1829-31: the 

settlement, with gauchos, black slaves, women, children and settlers.” 226

November 11th, in England, Capt. Robert FitzRoy, now in command of Beagle, receives orders for the voyage 

that he is about to undertake – including an instruction to survey the Falklands. 227

221 Pascoe 2020 p.89. Luis Vernet left 17 indentured slaves behind when he sailed. 
222 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.220
223 In Vernet's instructions to his Brisbane, there was no reference to any civil or military authority. Later assertions that 

Brisbane assumed the title of 'Governor', are inaccurate. cf. Narrative of the Surveying Voyages of His Majesty's Ship 
Adventure and Beagle between the Years 1826 and 1836... R. FitzRoy 1839 vol.2 

224 Remarks upon the Present State of the Falkland Islands, by Commander Robertson of His Majesty’s Sloop Snake 
January 1835 ADM 1/43

225 FitzRoy 1839 vol.2
226 Pascoe 2022 pp.62 & 63
227 Admiralty Office (George Elliot) to Commander Fitzroy November 11, 1831 in Fitzroy 1839 vol.2 p.24
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“... it is necessary to advert to our present ignorance of the Falkland Islands, however often they have 
been visited. The time that would be occupied by a rigorous survey of this group of islands would be 
very disproportionate to its value; but as they are the frequent resort of whalers, and as it is of immense
consequence to a vessel that has lost her masts, anchors, or a large part of her crew, to have a precise 
knowledge of the port to which she is obliged to fly, it would well deserve some sacrifice of time to have
the most advantageous harbours and their approaches well laid down, and connected by a general 
sketch or running survey. Clear directions for recognizing and entering these ports should accompany 
these plans; and as most contradictory statements have been made of the refreshments to be obtained at
the east and west great islands, an authentic report on that subject by the Commander will be of real 
utility.” 228

November 20th, Harriet arrives off the port of Buenos Aires. Twelve crew members are listed by the port 

authority, with Davison recorded as 'Captain.' 229

On stepping ashore, Luis Vernet learns that a decree issued by General Rosas has granted the rights of fishery in 

Patagonia to General Lucio Mansilla.

“... General Rosas had been in power for two years, and either "forgot" or ignored Vernet's rights in Patagonia,

perhaps in accord with his own declaration that the Lavalle government had been illegal and all its acts null 

and void. In all events, some time in late 1831 Rosas issued a decree ("the Sutton concession") granting the 

right of fishery in Patagonia to his own brother-in-law, police chief, General Lucio Mansilla, thus peremptorily

cancelling the monopoly of those fisheries granted three years earlier to Vernet.” 230

November 21st, discharged, Gilbert Davison leaves the ship and goes to the home of the American Consul, 

George Washington Slacum, where he reports Vernet's actions of seizure and imprisonment.

“Davison, Vernet has rightly written, is the "hero of the Malvinas tragedy, the tragedy of imposters."...” 231

Slacum immediately pens a letter to Buenos Airean Foreign Minister Tomás Manuel de Anchorena. 232

“The undersigned is at a loss to conceive under what possible ground a bona fide American vessel, 
while engaged in lawful trade, should be captured by an officer of a friendly Government, and with 
which the United States was happily on terms of the most perfect good understanding and amity. And he
cannot bring himself to believe that the Government of Buenos Ayres will sanction an act which, under 
its present aspect, must be viewed as one calculated materially to disturb them.” 233

“Mr. Slacum, immediately on his becoming informed of the arrival of the American Schooner, Harriet, 

at this Port from the Malvinas, initiated before this Government an irregular question, and proposed to 

maintain the same on incorrect and indiscreet principles....” 234

228 George Elliot quoted in FitzRoy 1839 vol.2
229 La Gaceta Mercantil November 22, 1831
230 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.71. Mansilla's daughter had married an American – Sutton. Never made public.
231 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.245
232 Described as “.. a facsimile of the old Spaniards, proud, fanatic, narrow-minded, despotic and also evidenc(ing) a 

strong antipathy for foreigners and especially Protestants”. The formation of the Federal Pact in 1831 had seen Buenos 
Aires claim the right to deal with international affairs. Hwever, it has since been argued that Buenos Aires exceeded its 
powers in its actions concerning the Falklands. See - 
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/senadoargentina-sesion18820729.pdf

233 British and Foreign State Papers 1832-1833 London 1836 p.313. See 
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/british_and_foreign_state_papers.pdf 

234 De Maza to Livingston August 8, 1832 in British & Foreign State Papers 1831-183 pp.358-364.
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November 22nd, La Gazeta Mercantil reports the arrival of Vernet. 235

“The political and military commander of the Malvinas, Luis Vernet arrived on the American schooner 
'Harriett' (of Connecticut), which settled in this port on the last Sunday; he has been traveling with his 
family. The said schooner has been seized for fishing for amphibians on the coasts of said islands, 
without the competent authorization, in contravention of the laws of the country; and its crew composed
of 10 men have been referred to the U.S. The brig of the same nation named 'Superior' (of New York) 
had also been seized for the same offense, from which 1,000 sea lion leathers were removed from the 
vessel, and the vessel was released on bail. Another American schooner, the 'Breakwater' of 
Connecticut, was engaged in the same illegal traffic, but managed to escape with impunity. These facts 
highlight the lack of a Coast Guard in the Malvinas that supports the national and local rights, and 
prevent unpleasant discussions with friendly powers,..”

The newspaper also publishes Slacum's letter of complaint. 236

In Buenos Aires, Luis Vernet presents his case for the consideration of the courts.

“The undersigned sends to you the schooner Harriett accompanied by his captain Gilbert Davison and 
the documents contained in the packages number 1, 2 and 3 belonging to the three ships. The Superior 
schooner left for the coast of Chile on bail to return and be to the result of the trial that will be formed 
during his absence, or later, leaving the captain of the Harriett commissioned by the Superior to be his 
representative in the cause. The crew of the Harriett has been dissolved by mutual consent of her and 
her captain, and all those who wished to return to their country obtained passage on a ship to 
Brazil.”237

Minister de Anchorena notifies the Ministry of War.

“Let this note be given to the Ministry of War (together) with the petition of the inhabitants of the 
Falkland Islands and the accompanying documents relating to the vessels seized by the disposition of 
the political and military commander...” 238

November 23rd, at the US Mission, Davison makes out a formal complaint to Consul Slacum. 239

“By this Public Instrument of Protest, be it known and made Manifest to all whom it doth or may 
Concern...” 240

“... the said Gilbert R. Davison further declares to protest for himself (and) the said Stephen Congar 
and all and every Person interested in the aforesaid Vessels and Cargoes. And I the said Consul at the 
instance and request of said Gilbert R. Davison have protested and by these Presents do Solemnly 
Protest against the said Lewis Vernet and all person or persons acting by or under his Authority. And 
also against the government of Buenos Ayres for all losses Detriments Costs, Demurrages, Damage 
Expences (sic) that have already occurred or may hereafter occur in consequence thereof...”241

235 Fitte 1966 p.36
236 Supplied, obviously, by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
237 Quoted in De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores presentada al Honorable 

Congreso Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887 pp.201-278
238 Quoted in De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887. Dated November 22, 1831
239 The first of 6 affidavits.
240 For the full text see Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.23 citing Manning 1832
241 Quoted in Manning 1932. 
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Consul Slacum then writes to inform the American Minister at Rio de Janiero, before sending copies of Davison’s

affidavit, and supporting papers, to Washington. He adds that he believes the Buenos Airean Government will 

attempt to justify Vernet's acts. 242

USS Lexington anchors at Montevideo. 243

November 25th, responding to the Consul's letter of the 21st, Anchorena writes to George Slacum. 

“The undersigned Minister, duly replying to Mr. Consul, can only express to him that the matter of the 
said "Harriett" schooner is currently with the Ministry of War and Navy, and that after the customary 
forms have been observed, it will be considered (by the) Government, and its resolution (will be) in 
accordance with the laws of the country.” 244

“To Slacum that sounded like high-handed fobbing-off (which it was), but it also made clear that the matter 

would be decided not by a court but by the government, i.e. by General Juan Manuel de Rosas personally, who 

alone held the executive reins of government.” 245

November 26th, Consul Slacum protests that Anchorena's reply cannot be viewed; “... in any other light than 

as a virtual avowal on the part of this Government of the right of Mr. Lewis Vernet to capture and detain 

American vessels engaged in the fisheries at the Falkland Islands, and the islands and coasts about Cape 

Horn.” 246

“It, therefore, only remains .. to deny, in toto, any such right, as having been, or being now vested in the
Government of Buenos Ayres, or in any person or persons acting under its authority; and to add his 
most urgent remonstrance against all measures which may have been adopted by said Government, 
including the Decree issued on the 10th June 1829, asserting a claim to the before-mentioned islands 
and Coasts and the fisheries appurtenant thereto... 

The Undersigned cannot but regret that a subject of so important and serious a nature should have 
arisen; but nevertheless, his duty to his Government, as well as to the rights and interests of his Fellow-
Citizens, impels him to request that His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs will be pleased to 
receive this Communication as a formal Protest, on the part of the Government of The United States 
against that of Buenos Ayres...” 247

“Mr. Slacum would persist tenaciously in his interference. … (in) the discussion of which solely belonged 

to the two Governments, or at least to Functionaries of a more elevated class than a mere Consul, Mr. 

Slacum went so far as not only to deny, in toto, that any right either has existed or does exist in the 

Republic to detain American Vessels engaged in the Fishery of Seals on the Malvinas, and the Islands 

and Coasts adjacent to Cape Horn; but furthermore to protest formally against all the measures that in 

virtue of such right had been adopted, including the Decree published under .4date of the 10th June, 

1829, by which the property in the Islands and Fisheries was asserted, and an Administrative Authority 

established in the name of the Republic, that is to say, denying the sovereignty which the Argentine 

Republic exercises over these Islands.” 248

242 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.246 fn.1
243 La Gaceta Mercantile November 23, 1831 no.2341 p.2 col
244 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.38
245 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.67. All the higher positions of government were held by Rosas' relatives by blood or marriage.
246 Quoted in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.68 citing Slacum to Anchorena, November 26, 1832 in Colección 1832 fol.3
247 British and Foreign State Papers 1832-1833 London 1836 p.314. See 

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/british_and_foreign_state_papers.pdf 
248 De Maza to Livingston August 8, 1832 in British & Foreign State Papers 1831-1833 pp.358-364
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November 28th, in Buenos Aires, Minister Balcarce passes the case of the US ships to a prosecutor. 

November 29th, Commander Duncan, now near Buenos Aires and hearing of the seizure of Harriet, writes to 

Consul Slacum, requesting details.

“The 'Lexington' under my command is in the vicinity of this coast for the protection of the citizens and 
commerce of the United States. I have just heard a news that some American ships have been captured 
in the Falkland Islands, and I must ask you to supply me with the information that is available to you 
concerning that matter.” 249

In Washington, on the same day, US Secretary of the Navy, Levi Woodbury, orders Commander George W. 

Rodgers to sail for Brazil in the USS Enterprise. To take command of the USA's Brazil Squadron.

“...and the fishing grounds in their neighborhood, for the protection of American citizens engaged in 
the fisheries and in lawful commerce in that quarter. … Should they be molested in their usual pursuits, 
and trade, you will afford them complete protection.” 250

“The directions from the Navy Department, dated 29 November, 1831, are general "to afford protection to our 

citizens engaged in the fisheries, and in their lawful commerce, and particularly if they are molested in their 

usual pursuits and trade."..” 251

November 30th, Consul Slacum responds to Duncan's letter; enclosing Davison's affidavit; “... the Enclosed 

Documents will put you in possession of facts connected with the violent and illegal Capture of several 

American vessels, engaged in the Fisheries at the Falkland Islands and coasts about Cape Horn...” 252

“The Consul, more fortunate than his opponents, had already solved the problem. He had listened to one of the 

parties, the one he was interested in, and this was quite enough. As a result, the detention was "violent and 

illegal".” 253

December 1st, Commander Duncan responds to the information provided by Slacum; 

“... having given them proper consideration, I consider it to be my duty to proceed thither with the force
under my Command, for the protection of the Citizens and commerce of The United States engaged in 
the Fisheries in question. … I have to request you will be pleased to communicate a Copy of this letter 
to the Government of Buenos Ayres, under whose authority certain individuals have assumed to capture 
American Vessels, in order that no misunderstanding shall arise as to the object of my visit to the 
Falkland islands, and in conformity with the open and candid mode in which the affairs of The United 
States are conducted.” 254

“… Duncan then determined to proceed there "to protect the citizens and commerce of the United States 

engaged in the fisheries," and particularly to relieve the seven men who had been left on Staten land without 

the means of subsistence: this intention he communicated to the consul by note, and requested him to transmit 

a copy of the note to the government of Buenos Ayres, to prevent misunderstanding with respect to his visit to 

the islands, “and in conformity to the open and candid mode in which the affairs of the United States were 

conducted.” This communication was dated December first.” 255

249 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.51
250 Woodbury to Rodgers November 29, 1831
251 Livingston to Baylies January 26, 1832 in Manning 1932 pp.4-12
252 Quoted in Manning 1832 p.77
253 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.248
254 Duncan to Slacum December 1, 1831 quoted in Manning 1832 p.77
255 Reynolds 1835 p.487
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On receipt, Slacum sends Minister Anchorena a copy of Commander Duncan's letter. 256

On the same day, a prosecutor appointed by Minister Balcarce presents the cases of Harriet and Superior to a 

Buenos Airean prize court.

“Sir, the prosecutor, in view of this representation of the commander of Malvinas D. Luis Vernet, from 
which he directs the inhabitants of that establishment, and the documents with which they instruct his 
right and action for the capture that has been made of the three American vessels that were occupied on
that coast in the fishing of sea lions against the prohibition of the Government and exclusive concession
made in favor of said settlers, namely: the schooner Harriett, the Superior brig and the schooner 
Breakwater, says: That this business corresponds to be decided judicially by the judges and courts.., 
forming for it a record in which it is put for head of the statement of the captain of the Superior, and the 
report that accompanies the commander of the Falklands, the other report of the same commander on 
the schooner Breakwater – and the present with its documents: in consequence, necessary statements 
are made to the captains and crews of ships, and that the captain of said ships be heard in a 
contradictory judgment by the captain commander for himself and in the name of the settlers, and the 
parties may make in that trial the use and reference that suits them of the documents packaged in the 
three attached packages, referring to the three said ships, and to the precise object of establishing the 
right of the nation ...” 257

December 2nd, at the US Consulate, Davison swears out a second affidavit. 258

“The named Declarant, Mr. Davison, captain of the aforementioned schooner 'Harriet', appeared again
before the undersigned, and having duly sworn, further stated that while he was on the Falkland 
Islands, there was also the English brigantine 'Adeona' Captain Low, fishing there for two years or 
perhaps more; which took numerous seals on those islands, without being interrupted or in any way 
interfered with by Vernet; that in conversation with the said Vernet, he observed to the Declarant "that 
he could not take an English vessel with the same freedom as he could with an American", that this 
observation was made in response to a question from the Declarant, in the sense why he did not take 
the brigantine 'Adeona' for having captured seals at Volunteer Rocks, at the mouth of the strait; that he 
gave no reasons explaining the previous question.” 259

“That infuriated the Americans; they knew (Vernet) had not seized any British ships, and they did not feel that 

the British had better rights in the islands than they themselves. They would have been even more annoyed had

they known that Matthew Brisbane had assured British consul Woodbine Parish in November 1830 that there 

would be no "interfering with any of His Majesty’s Subjects frequenting those Coasts"...” 260

“Britain enjoyed extensive rights granted by Spain in 1790 that Spain had not granted the Americans, so there 

was in fact a legal justification for (Vernet's) differential treatment of British and American vessels. If (Vernet) 

did not know about it when he seized the American ships, he certainly found out about it soon afterwards.” 261

256 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.69 citing Colección 1832 fol.5
257 Signed by Agrelo and quoted in De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores 

presentada al Honorable Congreso Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887 pp.201-278
258 Manning 1932 p.75. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.23 pp.678-679
259 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.53. My emphasis. This was particularly controversial and would be later denied by Vernet, 

although it clearly referred to the conversation that Woodbine Parish had had with Matthew Brisbane in October 1830 
following the publication of Vernet's circular in the British Packet & Argentine News. cf. 1830

260 Pascoe 2020 p.131
261 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.70-71. In fact, the relevance of the 1790 Nootka Sound accord to the Falkland Islands is disputed,

although it most certainly did apply to the South American coastline. For a detailed analysis see 1790
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December 3rd, in Buenos Aires, the British Packet & Argentine News reports; 

“The schooner 'Breakwater' has arrived from the Falkland Islands, where it hunted seals. The 
'Breakwater' entered Puerto Luis, where Vernet, the Governor, took possession of the vessel by force, 
saying that he did so in accordance with a decree of the Government of Buenos Ayres prohibiting 
fishing in those waters. ... In Puerto Luis all their documents were seized. The schooner 'Harriet' was 
arrested in similar circumstances. There are still 8 or 10 schooners and several boats for which we fear.
Regarding the alleged jurisdiction of the Falkland Islands, maintained by the Government of Buenos 
Ayres, our Government has previously declared not to recognize it.” 262

Minister Anchorena replies to Consul Slacum's protest note of November 26th.

“The aforesaid Note having been placed before the Delegate Government, the Undersigned has 
received directions to reply, as he now does, to the Consul of The United States, that the inquiry which 
this affair is still undergoing in the Ministry of war and Marine, is unconnected with the resolution it 
may come to upon the main point, and is only intended to enable the Government to arrive at the truth, 
in order to act as in justice bound; that it cannot admit the said Communication of the Consul of The 
United States as a formal Protest of his Government against that of this Province; as, besides its being 
untimely, the Consul does not make it appear that he is especially authorised for this purpose; and the 
Government considers that he is not, from his being only invested with the character of Consul, and the 
more so as it is an indubitable fact that the Government of the United States possesses no right to the 
afore-mentioned Islands or Coasts, nor to the fisheries thereon, whilst that vested in this Republic is 
unquestionable;...” 263

“The letter of the Minister could very well be described as a call to order, since "he cannot admit the 

aforementioned note... because besides being untimely, the Consul does not state that he is specially authorized 

for this act, and (His Excellency) considers that (he) is not, only by the investiture of consul, but much less 

when there is no doubt that the Government of the United States has no right to the aforementioned islands 

and coasts, nor to exercise fishing in them…"...” 264

“Slacum was the only person in Buenos Aires who could defend US interests, so Anchorena's refusal to 

recognise his credentials, though formally correct, was exceedingly unhelpful and amounted to a refusal to 

negotiate.” 265

Consul Slacum persuades Commander Duncan to delay his departure for the Falkland Islands until the 9th. 

Duncan then writes to inform Commander Cooper at the American station in Rio de Janeiro.

“... I  will go to the Falkland Islands and Statenland to protect the commerce of the citizens of the 
United States, as soon as I can secure a shipment of provisions on board … Having left the said islands
with his family and personal effects, Lewis Vernet has left directives to an individual acting under his 
orders, named Metcalf, to capture any fishing vessel he encounters around the islands, although it can 
be seen by the statements included, that he is not considered authorized to disturb the English boats! 
He can not, he said, capture the English as freely as he can with the Americans.” 266

262 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.37
263 British and Foreign State Papers 1832-1833 London 1836 pp.316-317. See 

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/british_and_foreign_state_papers.pdf 
264 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.248
265 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.71
266 Fitte 1966 p.60
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December 6th, the Buenos Airean Foreign Minister acknowledges Slacum’s communication of December 1st. 

“On the sixth of December, the minister of foreign affairs acknowledged to the consul the receipt of the copy of 

Captain Duncan's letter of the first.” 267

In the USA, President Jackson makes reference to the dispute in his annual 'State of the Union' address.

“I should have placed Buenos Ayres in the list of South American powers in respect to which nothing of
importance affecting us was to be communicated but for occurrences which have lately taken place at 
the Falkland Islands, in which the name of that Republic has been used to cover with a show of 
authority acts injurious to our commerce and to the property and liberty of our fellow citizens. 

In the course of the present year one of our vessels, engaged in the pursuit of a trade which we have 
always enjoyed without molestation, has been captured by a band acting, as they pretend, under the 
authority of the Government of Buenos Ayres. 

I have therefore given orders for the dispatch of an armed vessel to join our squadron in those seas and
aid in affording all lawful protection to our trade which shall be necessary, and shall without delay 
send a minister to inquire into the nature of the circumstances and also of the claim, if any, that is set 
up by that Government to those islands. In the mean time, I submit the case to the consideration of 
Congress, to the end that they may clothe the Executive with such authority and means as they may 
deem necessary for providing a force adequate to the complete protection of our fellow citizens fishing 
and trading in those seas...” 268

Secretary of the Navy, Levi Woodbury, notes in his own report to Congress; “The Brazilian station has afforded 

little active employment to the squadron stationed there: and nothing has disturbed our navigation there,  

save a recent, and, it is believed, unprecedented claim to the Falkland Islands.” 269

In Buenos Aires, Consul Slacum writes again to the Foreign Minister, to inform him that Commander Duncan 

has been persuaded to delay his departure.

“... in order to wait the receipt of any Communication which the Government of this Province may 
think fit to make 270 … with reference to the immediate suspension of the exercise of the right to seize the
ships of the United States, who are fishing within the limits deemed to be subject to the jurisdiction or 
authority of Mr. Vernet…” 271

“And also, coupling with such suspension the immediate restoration of the legitimate Owners or Agents
of the Schooner Harriet now detained as a Prize to this Government at this Port, as well as of all the 
property illegally taken out of the said Schooner at the time of her capture or since; or from American 
Citizens, at the Falkland islands or elsewhere, by the said Vernet or his Agents...” 272

“… the consul addressed another communication to the minister, informing him that Captain Duncan would 

delay his departure until the ninth, to receive communications from the government of Buenos Ayres, having 

reference to the suspension "of the exercise of the right to capture" the fishing-vessels, and the restoration of the

Harriet and her cargo, and to place things as they were previous to the seizure of the vessels. He informed him,

267 Reynolds 1835 p.487
268 It appears strange, at such an early stage of a dispute, for an American President to weigh in and make comment. 

Perhaps worth noting that Silas E. Burrows, owner of Harriet, was not only wealthy but politically well-connected.
269 The Sailor's Magazine and Naval Journal January 1832
270 Quoted in British and Foreign State Papers 1832-1833 London 1836 pp.318-319. See link above.
271 Quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.249 citing Coleccion de documentos oficiales doc.VIII
272 Quoted in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.73
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that the anxiety of Captain Duncan to relieve the seamen on Statenland, and to prevent future captures, was 

the cause of his haste: – that the proposition was based on a suggestion in one of the minister's 

communications, of a desire on the part of the government of Buenos Ayres to settle the question as to the right 

of fishery, by a direct understanding with the government of the United States; and he urged the propriety of 

suspending the seizures, and placing things on their former ground, until an attempt should have been made to

settle the question amicably. In the same note the consul contended for his right to protest, when the interest of 

American citizens was concerned; and he averred, that in doing so he acted by the authority of his own 

government – and that he had been considered and treated with as the representative of the government of the

United States, since the death of Mr. Forbes, the chargé d'affaires.” 273

“The ultimatum, as the Slacum note could be called, demanded nothing less than that the State suspend the 

exercise of a right, not only in territorial waters, but on coastlines, whose possession they could never honestly 

dispute. Such, for example, the beaches of Staenland, whose possession, unlike … the archipelago, was not 

claimed by any power. But the aggressive communication did not stop here. It also demanded the "immediate 

return" of the Harriet to more than all the stocks confiscated on board her; in a word, "restoring them to the 

state in which they were before said capture, and to the exercise of the traffic in which they were legally 

engaged", a situation that should continue without any hindrance until both governments agreed to an 

arrangement.” 274

“In other words, Slacum was calling upon the Buenos Aires government to disavow Vernet's acts and make full

restitution of American losses.” 275

Informed that the USS Lexington is to sail for Port Louis, Luis Vernet writes letters for Henry Metcalf and 

Matthew Brisbane in the belief that the American warship will facilitate delivery.

“... it is said (Duncan) goes to relieve the boats crew of the Schooner Superior, and to apprise 
American fishing vessels of the danger they run if they persist in the same.” 276

“This is sent by the American corvette Lexington, Captain Duncan, who is said to be going to take the 
United States fishing vessels away from the coasts of the Republic and also to rescue the crew of 
Captain Congar's boat in Statenland. The decision concerning the ships will not be known for two 
months, but it is generally believed that they will be condemned, since the government intends to 
protect the Colony effectively…” 277

“Louis Vernet heard that the Lexington was about to leave for the Falklands – but assumed that Duncan was 

going to help him in his campaign against American sealers!” 278

December 7th, from the port of Buenos Aires, Commander Duncan writes to Secretary of the Navy Levi 

Woodbury;

“... I arrived at this place on the 29th ulto and was informed that several American vessels had been 
captured at Falkland Islands by one Lewis Vernet styling himself Governor and proprietor and 
assuming to be acting under the Authority of the government of Buenos Ayres.- Herewith I enclose 
copies of letters and documents relating to the affair … It will be seen that these vessels have been 
illegally captured and that some of them have been plundered by this Lewis Vernet without any authority

273 Reynolds 1835 pp.487-488
274 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.249
275 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.73
276 Vernet to Metcalf, December 6, 1831 in AGN VII, 136, fol.103. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.74
277 Vernet to Brisbane, December 6, 1831 in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.250 fn.11
278 Pascoe 2022 vol. 2 p.73
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whatever.- … I have now on board the Lexington, as a Pilot, the master of the prize Schooner Harriet 
who can identify the individuals by whom he has been plundered, and I shall not only disarm these 
miscreants but remove them from the Island, as the only effectual mode of preventing a recurrence of 
such outrages.” 279

Silas Duncan then writes directly to the Buenos Airean Foreign Ministry. 280

“I have it in proof, upon oath, that Lewis Vernet, now a resident at this place, did plunder the American
Schooner Harriet of almost every article on board said Schooner while lying at the Falkland Islands. 
The object of this Note is to request, that the said Lewis Vernet, having been guilty of piracy and 
robbery, be delivered up to The United States to be tried or that he be arrested, and punished by the 
Laws of Buenos Ayres.”

“On the seventh of December, Captain Duncan addressed a note directly to the minister of foreign affairs, 

declaring that he had it in proof that Vernet did plunder the schooner Harriet; and re quested, that inasmuch 

as he had been guilty of piracy and robbery, he should be surrendered to the United States for trial, "or that he 

be arrested and punished by the laws of Buenos Ayres." …” 281

Realising his error as regards Commander Silas Duncan’s intentions, Luis Vernet writes to him that same day.

“... several news reports have circulated many days in relation to occurrences that are said to have 
taken place in the Malvinas Islands after the arrest of the sealer schooners, which if they were true 
would be detrimental to my reputation, I have made no case of them for the certain knowledge that I 
had of their falsity and because I figured that without being tested they would not be believed. But, 
knowing that one of my people, at the time of asking his Excellency for a passage in the Lexington to 
the Malvinas, that his Excellency asked him if he wished to go to help plunder more ships, I must 
believe it or that I was misinformed and that it was not so expressed, or that your Excellency has been 
surprised by a perverse misrepresentation of the matter, and, by my silence, I would put myself in a very
bad position... I conclude this letter in the firm persuasion that your Excellency suspends any opinion 
that would have formed contrary to my honor, at least until the research that I have requested, has 
taken place.” 282

“On December 7 Vernet knew (of) Duncan's opinion, which prompted him to write an extensive letter aimed at 

putting things in their rightful place, (regarding) distorted accusations and unfounded opinions. The letter is 

clothed with a tone of firmness and gravity appropriate to the moment and the position occupied by its 

author... (Vernet) asked Duncan to accept a confrontation between himself and Davison, from which would 

emerge whether the accusations were fair or not.” 283

Duncan's response to Vernet is terse.

“The commander of the Lexington has evidence and under oath that the schooner Hariet was sacked of
almost all the articles that had on board by order of Luis Vernet, being called Governor and proprietor 
of the Falkland islands.” 284

279 Duncan to Levi Woodbury, Secretary of the Navy December 7, 1831. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.75-76
280 British and Foreign State Papers 1832-1833 London 1836 pp.319-320. See 

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/british_and_foreign_state_papers.pdf 
281 Reynolds 1835 p.488
282 Fitte 1966 p.66-68.
283 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.250
284 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.68

41

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/british_and_foreign_state_papers.pdf


“... laconic and offensive..” 285

Informed that Capt. Davison has boarded the USS Lexington, Luis Vernet submits a complaint which is referred 

to the Attorney-General of Buenos Aires. Vernet argues; “... that the departure of Mr. Gilbert Davison, Captain 

of the American Schooner Harriet, should be prohibited until he should leave an Agent duly authorized;..” 286

“Vernet requested that the captain of the schooner Harriett be told not to absent himself without a proxy to 

pursue the cause, but Captain Davison, before he made the notification, embarked on the American schooner 

Lexington.” 287

December 9th, in England, the London Evening Standard reports; 

“By advices from the Falkland Islands we hear that a decree of the Buenos Ayres government had 

appeared claiming the sovereignty of those islands. Several American vessels had been seized for an 

alleged infringement of this right, which, however, it was understood the government of the United 

States would refuse to recognise.”

US Consul George Slacum writes, once again, to Secretary Edward Livingston in Washington.

“Doubtless our Government are well aware that the Government of Buenos Ayres has no legitimate 
right to the Islands and Coasts in question, and it would be presumption in me to offer any elucidation 
of the matter. I will however remark that I have been informed by the British Consul General that 
England has never abandoned or given up her right to them, and that at the time of the publication in 
this place of the Circular letter &c of Vernet he made a proper Communication upon the subject to this 
Government, … within a few hours Captain Duncan will proceed to the Falkland Islands to protect our 
Commerce and Citizens, by depriving these adventurers of the means of annoying them, the leader of 
whom Mr. Lewis Vernet is a German, and not long since a bankrupt, but now boasts of having made 
One hundred thousand Dollars by the Capture and pillage of American Property. He received his 
Authority under the Decree 10th June 1829. during the few months of the Revolutionary Government of 
General Lavalle ...” 288

At midday the USS Lexington weighs anchor and sails for the Falkland Islands. 

“The corvette of war “Lexington' leaves for the Malvinas to inquire into the circumstances of the 
seizure of the American ships for an infraction of the laws over the fish.” 289

After two days absent from his office, Anchorena writes to tell Consul Slacum that Davison should not leave.

“... orders having been issued to the Captain of the Port to prevent the departure of the said Davison, 
that Officer returned for answer that having given the suitable directions to the Adjudant (sic) of the 
Port, the latter reported that, previously to their receipt, Captain Davison had embarked in a Boat of 
The United States Ship Lexington, to go on board that Vessel. And as such a step on the part of Captain 
Davison appears to be calculated to embarrass the legal proceedings and the just decision of the Case 
of the before mentioned schooner Harriet; the Undersigned has received orders from the Government of
this Province to require, as he now does, that the Consul of The United States will have the kindness to 

285 Vernet in Caillet-Bois 1982 p.250
286 British and Foreign State Papers 1832-1833 London 1836 p.320. See 
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notify to Captain Gibert Davison, not to absent himself from this Province without leaving an Agent 
duly authorized to represent him and act for him in the said affair; with the understanding that his 
refusal or omission in this respect, will render him liable to all the damages resulting therefrom 
according to Law.” 290

In a second letter to Slacum, dated that same day, Minister Anchorena tells the Consul that he does not have any 

right to; “… interpose himself before the Government of this Province in a private contentious affair, in which 

there are parties who can exercise their rights, either by themselves or through their Agents … the Government 

not recognising in him any right to interfere in affairs of this nature.” 

Anchorena adds that he has been directed to declare that; 

“… if the Commander of the Lexington, or any other person … should commit any act, or take any steps
tending to set at naught the right which this Republic possesses to the Malvinas, and other Islands and 
Coasts adjacent to Cape Horn and to prohibit the Seal Fisheries thereon, especially on the former, - the 
Government of this province will address its formal complaint to that of The United States, in the firm 
confidence that it will be attended to as justice may direct, and it will use every means which it may 
deem expedient to assert its rights and cause them to be respected;...” 291

“He closed the note with a warning, where he told him, clearly and unambiguously, that he suffered from an 

error if he believed that the Buenos Aires Government considered him as a representative of the United States; 

that he was nothing but a Consul,..” 292

“But Anchorena was too late – Davison had already gone aboard the Lexington in the Lexington's own launch, 

together with John Trumbull, aged 25, a nephew of the ship's (Harriet) owners and a member of Harriet's 

original crew in 1830, and at noon on 9 December the Lexington weighed anchor and got underway for the 

Falkland Islands.” 293

December 13th, in Buenos Aires, after much delay, Britain's Minister Fox finally presents his credentials to 

General Rosas and introduces the new Secretary of the British Legation, Philip Gore.

“... recognized as Minister Plenipotentiary on Tuesday, December 13, 1831, in a ceremony held at the Fort at 3 

o'clock in the afternoon; accompanied by Mr. Philip Gore, secretary of the Legation, and Captain Charles 

Graham, commander of HMS Rattlesnake, (salute of) 28 canons.” 294

December 14th, relieved, Woodbine Parish sends his last official communication to England.

“Mr Fox will doubtfully inform your Lordship fully of the circumstances attending the late seisure of 
three North American Sealers by the Chief of the Buenos Ayrean settlement at Port Soledad in the 
Falkland Islands, and of the formal Protest which has been presented in consequence by the Consul of 
the United States here against these Acts, and against any pretensions set up by the Government of 
Buenos Ayres to appropriate to their own exclusive use of the fisheries on those coasts. It appears that 
English as well as American vessels have been sealing in the same places, but the warning which I sent 
to Mr Vernet ... has saved them from similar consequences:- It is however no small aggravation in the 
eyes of the North Americans, that they should have been suffered to continue to do those Acts with 

290 British and Foreign State Papers 1832-1833 London 1836 p.320. See 
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/british_and_foreign_state_papers.pdf 

291 Ibid. pp.321-322
292 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.251
293 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.77 citing Slacum to Anchorena December 15, 1831 in Manning 1932.
294 Fitte 1966 p.83
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impunity, which have led to the seizure of North American vessels, and to the ill treatment of their 
crews. ... 'Lexington' has sailed from this river for Port Soledad, and it is reported that the 'Warren' 
Frigate has also put to sea from Rio de Janeiro with the same destination, and avowedly to protect in 
the most effectual manner North American vessels from any further interruption whatever. In addition 
to the general information which I have from time to time forwarded to the Foreign Office relative to 
these possessions, I now enclose to your Lordship a list of the shipping which has called at Port 
Soledad from the month of June 1826 up to March last:- Also a paper upon the climate and productions
of the Falklands which Mr Vernet has drawn up at my request:- I believe there can be no doubt of the 
future importance of any settlement which may be planted there, and especially of its great utility to all 
shipping passing round Cape Horn.” 295

US Consul Slacum has a conversation with Woodbine Parish and the new British Minister, Henry Fox, during 

which he hears of the British protest to Buenos Aires in 1829.

“...[Parish] informed me that his government had no other object in view of making the protest ..., than
to keep alive a right to be used when deemed appropriate. As a consequence of this voluntary and frank
communication on the part of the above-mentioned gentlemen, … I informed them verbally of the 
nature of my action insofar as it was reciprocal and proper, and as the question now discussed may 
lead to an understanding between the Government of the United States and that of Great Britain, I 
intend to mail to our Minister in London...”296

“Slacum discussed the problem with the British consul general, Parish. Parish told him that Argentina had no 

legitimate claim to the islands, that the British claim had never been surrendered and that Britain intended to 

revive their rights when it was convenient. Slacum was disquieted by what England might do, but the 

Argentine affront to the United States was more immediate.” 297

“Fox told Slacum the British protest had been made "to keep alive a right, to be taken up when it might be 

deemed convenient".” 298

December 15th, Slacum responds to Anchorena's two letters of December 9th. 

“… In reply to that complaining of the conduct of Captain Davison,.. in embarking to go on board of 
the United States Sloop-of-War Lexington, … the Undersigned begs leave to say that it was a matter of 
notoriety that the Sloop-of-War Lexington, weighed anchor and left this port, at 12 o'clock, M. of the 9th,
several hours previous to the receipt of the said Note by the Undersigned;.. 

In replying to the other Note of His Excellency... the Undersigned cannot admit that he has “improperly
interposed himself before the Public Authority of this Province,” as declared by His Excellency the 
Minister, in anything he has done... This Protest is rejected by His Excellency the Minister, and if the 
Undersigned is not charged with having transcended the line of his duty, he is counselled to confine 
himself within it. But what are the facts that called for a Protest? Have not 3 American Vessels, while 
engaged in a lawful Trade been captured, and their Cargoes forcibly and illegally taken out of them, 
and immediately appropriated to the use of the Captors; have not their Officers and Crews, American 
Citizens, been violently arrested and imprisoned ... and has not this been done without any previous 

295 FO 6 /499. Copy in CO/78/1/147. Parish read Vernet's paper entitled 'Description of East Falkland Island' to the Royal 
Geographical Society on January 25, 1833. cf. Journal of the Royal Geographical Society of London vol.3 (1833) 1834 
pp.94-99

296 Slacum quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.252
297 The Sovereignty Dispute over the Falkland (Malvinas) Islands L. S. Gustafson 1988 p.24
298 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.78
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official notice having been given that (Buenos Aires) had set up claims of sovereignty and exclusive 
jurisdiction to the Islands and Fisheries in question? And is it under circumstances like these that the 
Undersigned is told that he shall not be heard in defence of the injured rights and interests of his 
Fellow-Citizens? … Having nothing further to add in the present stage of this business, the 
Undersigned will content himself by referring the whole matter to the consideration of his 
Government.” 299

“He defended himself against the charge of indecorum; maintained the propriety of his conduct, and his right 

to interfere by protest for the protection of his countrymen, with becoming spirit and force. This 

communication closed the correspondence between the minister of foreign affairs and the American consul.”300

“Tenacious, (Slacum) persisted, however, in his purposes; desiring to fortify his arguments he sought, 

imprudently, collaboration among the English representatives. Days earlier, the British Consul had informed 

him that England had never abandoned or ceded its rights to the Archipelago.” 301

December 16th, reports of the seizure of Harriet, Superior and Breakwater, appear in the USA’s press. 302

“… informing the American reader about the origin and incidents that occurred in the islands.” 303

December 17th, American sealer Dash (Oliver Keating) arrives at Port Louis. 304

December 20th, Consul Slacum writes to Washington.

“You will perceive, Sir, that this Government did not reply to the just and amicable propositions made 
by Captain Duncan, of the Lexington, until several hours after his departure; although he remained at 
anchor 'till 12 O'clock, meridian, of the 9th, and sailed from immediately in front of the Government 
House. …  According to the decision of this Government, neither the Commander of a U. S. vessel of 
War nor the Consul of the United States will be heard in defence of the most aggravated attack upon the
privileges of their nation and the interests of its citizens. … I have had a conversation with the British 
Minister Mr. Fox, and Mr. Parish, the Consul General, and have seen and read the formal Protest made
by the latter, acting as Charge d' Affaires, upon instructions sent out by his Government, at the time of 
the Decree of 10th July 1829. In that Protest, which was drawn up in London, England asserts her 
ancient, but dormant, right to the Falkland Islands, which were abandoned by her in 1774, leaving at 
the time, says the Protest, all the usual emblems of Sovereignty. No answer was given to the Protest by 
this Government except an acknowledgement of the receipt of it. 

The Government of this Province has not the means to establish or to regulate any sort of authority 
over them. There is not, nor has there been as far as I can learn, any military establishment belonging 
to this Province on the Islands; and Mr. Vernet, who, I am informed, has received a sort of grant of 
them for a term of years, is nothing more than a private adventurer, associated with others here, 
principally foreigners (and among whom I suspect one or more Americans) for the purpose of 
monopolizing the seal fisheries; and it is worthy of remark, that in the correspondence with me he is 
only once styled "Commandant of the Falkland Islands." 

299 British and Foreign State Papers 1832-1833 London 1836 pp.322-325. See 
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/british_and_foreign_state_papers.pdf 

300 Reynolds 1835 p.489
301 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.251
302 Poulson's American Daily Advertiser December 16, 1832 no.17166 p.3 col.3. Followed by, the next day, – The New 

York Standard, Philadelphia Price Current and Commercial Advertiser, and Colombian Sentinel.
303 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.262 fns.36 & 37
304 Oliver Keating had previously commanded the Betsey. See 1829
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I have never seen any decree of this Government giving him that title. 

When speaking of my interview with the British Minister I omitted state that he informed me his 
Government had no other object in view in making the Protest which I have mentioned, than to keep 
alive a right, to be taken up when it might be deemed convenient. On the other hand I have it from what 
I consider good authority, that soon after the Protest was presented, the English Charge d'Affaires here 
attempted to make some arrangement, touching the Islands, with this Government; which, however, did 
not succeed.” 305

“... the Decrees, in virtue of which Vernet pretended to act, had ... been annulled long before the aggressions 

forming the subject of the complaint had been committed;...” 306

December 21st, in Buenos Aires, Judge Dr. Cardenas, notes receipt of the Harriet and Superior submission. 307

December 23rd, from Philadelphia, Lewis Krumbhaar writes to inform Luis Vernet of the US Secretary of 

State's response to his October enquiry regarding Breakwater. Also, of the USA's attitude towards the Falkland 

Islands.

“On the arrival of the Breakwater it became known, a) that our government did not recognize the 
sovereign right claimed by the Republic of Buenos Aires over the Falkland Islands. I considered this 
point so important that I addressed a letter on the subject to the Secretary of State (M. de R. E.), to 
which he replied that "steps had been taken to ascertain the basis on which the right to claim the 
jurisdiction of the Falkland Islands lay, but that the illness and death of Mr. Forbes had interrupted the
investigation for some time; our right, however, to fish in those seas is one that the government 
considers indisputable, and it will charge the minister who is about to be sent there to ask satisfaction 
for all interruptions of this right." Everything is fine, our government claims the right to fish on the 
high seas, but without a doubt, not within the jurisdiction of the islands, i.e. hunt seals on the 
beaches…” 308

December 24th, in compliance with their contract, albeit three weeks late, the sealers from Eagle Island return 

to Berkeley Sound in the now complete Eagle (Aquila). 309 Finding Vernet gone, Eagle is taken sealing in the 

seaward parts of Berkeley Sound.

“... Argentine accounts are untrue. The truth is that far from directing the building of the so-called "Águila", 

Louis Vernet never clapped eyes on her – when he left the Falklands on 7 November 1831 she was still 

unfinished on Eagle Island at the southern end of Falkland Sound, about 80 miles from Port Louis. She was 

actually called Eagle (only Vernet called her "Águila"); she was not built to facilitate communications but to 

kill seals; she never belonged to Vernet’s settlement, and Vernet played no part in her construction except that 

he supplied some equipment and provisions to her builders, some of whom he had imprisoned for five weeks 

(not exactly a good way of promoting the shallop’s construction). She never flew an Argentine flag; she sailed 

under the United States flag, and she was still in the Falklands in 1837, with her mainly American crew.” 310

305 Manning 1932 pp.85-88. The last paragraph avers to a rumour. See also December 5, 1829 & January 18, 1833.
306 The Falkland Islands, a Memoir, descriptive, historical, and political R. Greenhow 1842. cf. June, 1829
307 De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores presentada al Honorable Congreso 

Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887 pp.201-278
308 Krumbhaar to Vernet December 23, 1831 in Caillet-Bois 1982 p.262 fn.34
309 AGN Sala VII Port Louis Sailing Register.
310 Pascoe 2020 p.113
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December 27th, USS Lexington enters the mouth of Berkeley Sound. 311 Encountering the Eagle, Duncan speaks

to the sealers before taking Eagle under tow, however, the weather quickly deteriorates, necessitating the two 

vessels to sit out a storm. 

“... she anchored under the French flag, with a signal … for a pilot, and having in tow a small shallop, built 

among the Islands, and which was going to Port Louis to obtain Buenos Ayres papers, in order to seal on 

account of the Colony...” 312

“.... the French flag was greeted from the shore as (was) custom, for the Republic (of) Argentina.” 313

“The 'Lexington' arrived in Port Louis on 28 December (sic) 1831 and, in a typical act of piracy designed to 

mislead the settlers, raised the French flag.” 314

# Researcher's Comment: Oft claimed as a deception or ruse on Duncan's part, there is no real evidence that the 

French tricolour was flown. Not mentioned in the ship's log, the only references are in a few of the inhabitants 

affidavits written much later. Worthy of note that the French flag is a red, white and blue tri-colour, while that of

the USA also employs red, white and blue. An error perhaps? That said, the custom was, and is, for a ship on 

entering port to fly the flag of that port. The USA did not recognise Port Louis as belonging to Argentina, so 

perhaps the French flag was flown in honour of a previous owner – France (1764-1767). 315

HMS Beagle sails from Plymouth on her voyage to South America. Charles Darwin has been invited along by 

Capt. FitzRoy to be ship's naturalist. 316

December 31st, from Buenos Aires, Minister Fox writes to Lord Palmerston.

“...  nothing occurred to attract attention to the Falklands until six weeks ago, when accounts were 
received that Mr. Vernet had thought fit, in virtue of the power invested in him as Governor, to seize and
make prize of three north American vessels engaged in seal fishing on the coasts of the islands. … Mr. 
Slacum is fully aware of the state of His Majesty’s claims to the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands. The
Buenos Aires Government has refrained from either formally avowing or disavowing the acts of Mr. 
Vernet and have contented themselves for the present in order to gain time, with denying the rights of 
Mr. Slacum, as Consul and Agent only, and invested with no diplomatic character... I think it is to be 
apprehended, that if these proceedings are persisted in and repeated, the United States Government, 
finding the islands occupied by a set of pirates and His Majesty’s right of sovereignty neither confirmed
nor respected, may have recourse to some act or declaration which might call for… interference on the 
part of H.M.’s Government. I shall therefore endeavour to urge upon the Buenos Ayres (Government), 
the expediency of restoring things, practically as far as may be possible, to the footing upon which they 
stood previously to the Decree of June, 1829; conceiving as I do that it will be more agreeable and 
convenient to His Majesty’s Government, not to be called upon at present, either effectively to maintain 
His Majesty’s rights of sovereignty over the Falkland Islands or formally to relinquish them.” 317

311 AGN Sala VII Port Louis Sailing Register gives the date as December 26, 1831.
312 Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser Thursday May 24 1832. A pilot flag was flown at the fore requesting a pilot. The 

USA's pilot flag in 1831 consisted of the blue field of the national flag's canton with the State stars (29 in 1831). 
Britain's pilot flag at that time was a Union Jack with a white border. The French pilot flag would seem to have been a 
white flag with a thin blue border during the first half of the 19th century.

313 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.253
314 Falklands or Malvinas C. E. Bullrich 2000 p.102
315 See 1764 to 1767
316 FitzRoy 1839
317 Fox to Palmerston December 31, 1831 in FO/78/1/140
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Fox adds that Commander Duncan has sailed in Lexington; “... apparently very willing to take the law into his 

own hands and to treat Mr. Vernet's officers as pirates.” 318

In Berkeley Sound, after sitting out the bad weather, USS Lexington moves towards Port Louis. 319 Wary of the 

ship’s intentions, a number of the gauchos and slaves flee into the countryside. 

“On Saturday 31 December the weather moderated, and at 6 a.m. the Lexington, not flying any flag, weighed 

anchor and got underway for Port Louis, presumably towing the Eagle.” 320

At 10.15am, Eagle is sent ashore with a party of armed men.

As Matthew Brisbane and Henry Metcalf watch Lexington anchor at Port Louis, they are “invited” aboard the US 

warship by the officers leading the naval party. 

“... Captain Brisbane and Mr. Metcalf (the latter had been left in charge of the Colony) were walking on the 

beach, unsuspicious of danger. The Lieutenant invited them in the name of the Commander to go on board of 

the Lexington, which they did  ...” 321

“Noting that Metcalf and Brisbane were walking on the beach – the

highest officials in the colony – (Duncan) directed the boat towards them

with the purpose of arresting them, a purpose that they could accomplish

without any difficulty.” 322

“... he sent a landing party of two officers and fifteen men … ashore in the

commandeered schooner to confer with the authorities, and, at 11.45,

another party, well armed, in two boats, to augment the first..” 323

On board USS Lexington, Lieut. Newman makes an entry in the ship's log; 

“... at 1200 Mr. Brisbane and Mr. Metcalf were brought on board.” 324

“Once they had stepped on the deck of the ship they were subjected to

offensive treatment; Duncan, facing Brisbane, called him "pirate and

thief ... deserving to be hanged". From that moment on, Metcalf and

Brisbane could be regarded as prisoners to whom no insult or insult would be spared.” 325

Commander Duncan leads an armed detachment into Puerto Louis.

“... other boats had come on shore with marines, who took off, forcibly, all the men they could find – most of the

natives of Buenos Ayres escaped to the interior; the cannon were spiked, fire arms broken to pieces and thrown

into the water, powder set fire, &c., ...” 326

318 Fitte 1966 pp.81-83
319 Commander Silas Duncan and the Falklands Islands Affair Alexander Monroe 1997
320 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.81
321 Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser Thursday May 24 1832
322 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.253
323 One Hundred and Eighty Landings of United States Marines 1800-1934 Captain Harry Ellsworth 1934. Ellsworth puts 

the date of the Lexington's arrival in Berkeley Sound as the 28th and the seizure of Brisbane and Metcalf as January 1, 
1832. A difference that may be explained by that between shore time and sea time, where the day changed at 12 noon. A 
little old fashioned in 1831.

324 Log entries in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.25 pp.684-688
325 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.253. This account clearly taken from the subsequent affidavit of Henry Metcalf.
326 Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser Thursday May 24 1832
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“Silas Duncan – at the head of an armed detachment – disembarked, in turn, and set out with the intention of 

occupying the main buildings and arresting those guilty of having intervened in the detention of the Harriet, 

Superior and Breakwater. In the presence of a foreign force, which unconsciously captured all the inhabitants 

in its path, the colonists tried to save themselves. … His subordinates forced doors and windows, looted private

property and destroyed orchards.” 327

“... Duncan arrived in the Lexington just off Port Soledad. He and his men went ashore, took the colony's 

weapons, burned its powder, razed the buildings, seized some seal skins, and arrested most of the 

inhabitants.”328

“... Captain Silas Duncan, commanding the corvette 'Lexington', and with the support of the new US Consul in 

Buenos Aires, Mr. Slacum, attacked the Argentine outpost at Puerto de la Soledad and proceded with the 

cruelty characteristics of pirates to sack and burn the Argentine installations,..” 329

Other employees of Luis Vernet are ‘arrested’ - Sylvester Nunes, Jacinto Correa, Juan Braceido, Domingo 

Pacheco, Manuel Gonzales and Dionisia Henedia. 330

“Sailors (went from house to house) pointing out all the men ... and took them (as) prisoners aboard the
Lexington where they were held from morning until four in the evening on an empty stomach.” 331

“Upon my arrival in Berkeley Sound East Falkland, I investigated the matters in question and finding them to 

be of the most iniquitous and illegal character, I determined to break up and disperse this band of pirates, 

many of whom had been sent from the prisons of Buenos Ayres and Monte Video, and were thus let lose to prey

upon a peaceable and industrious part of our community under the direction of Louis Vernet and Matthew 

Brisbane...” 332

“Duncan put Brisbane in "irons" [shackles] in the hold, but Metcalf was soon released, and Brisbane was later 

allowed on deck. Then the Lexington’s boats brought 20 men and a woman with a small child from the 

settlement. Davison identified the six men in Brisbane’s party who had seized the Harriet (Sylvestre Núñez, 

Juan Brasido, Domingo Valleja, Dionisio Eredia, Jacinto Correa, and the Charrúa "Manuel González"); they 

were put in irons and held prisoner. Dionisio Eredia was one of the last remaining two out of the 25 men who 

had landed with Vernet in 1826 (the last one, Juan Gregorio Sánchez, decided to leave too and boarded the 

Lexington a few days later).” 333

Those not identified by Davison as being involved in the seizure of his ship, are released back to the settlement; 

including the storekeeper, William Dickson and Vernet's manager, Henry Metcalf.

“At the time of the attack, some 120 people were living in the colony, including Afro-descendants, indigenous 

people and Creoles of different origins, ...” 334

327 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.253. Excessively dramatic. There was no looting although Duncan apparently told Davison 
to take “what was his”. Davison appears to have treated this as a licence to take whatever he fancied.

328 Gustafson 1988 p.24. Not true, no building were damaged and only seven settlers were taken prisoner. 
329 Bullrich 2000. Slacum was hardly “new” nor was the settlement sacked or burned.
330 Testimony of Gilbert R. Davison 1832 in Manning 1932 p. 97. Juan Brasido/Braceido was a gaucho in Vernet's employ. 

Joaquín Acuña would appear to have been detained for a few hours, before being released. cf. 1830, 1832, 1839, 1845, 
1849, 1850, 1851, 1853 & 1854

331 Declaracion de Carlos Feurer, Carlos Klein y David Schmidt, in Archivo General de la Nacion, Division Nacional, 
Seccion Gobierno, Islas malvinas, Reclamacion Vernet 1829-1832.

332 Duncan to Levi Woodbury February 3, 1832
333 Pascoe 2020 p.132
334 Malvinas: Hombres, Ganados y Technologia Rural Criolla (Siglos XVIII y XIX) J. F. Jiminez, S. B. Alioto & D. Villar 

2018 p.45 fn. 

49



1832 – January 1st, Commander Duncan visits Port Louis in the company of Gilbert Davison.

“... capt. Duncan had told Davison to go into the store-house and take away any thing he thought was his 

property – he accordingly took a few oars, a boat keel, some loose pieces of boat, 3 bags of shot, some powder, 

a little sheet lead, a whale boat and oars, and muskets; neither the boat nor muskets belonged to him.” 335

“William Dickson stated in his affidavit that both Duncan and Davison went ashore again on 1 January and 

that Duncan told Davison to take what he thought was his... Dickson stated that Davison took "a few bags of 

ammunition, a few boat keels, some other loose parts of boats, seventy-five pounds of lead sheets, several boats

oars, some powder, and two kedge-anchors", as well as "various arms" and "a number of muskets"...” 336

January 2nd, Commander Duncan provides assistance to the ex-Belleville sealers – all but one Americans – 

offering carpenters, supplies, a flag and papers permitting then to continue their sealing activities. 

On board Lexington, Capt. Davison provides a further (3rd) deposition to Commander Duncan. 337

“Gilbert R. Davison, the last captain of the American schooner "Harriet" of Stonington, testifies that 
Matthew Brisbane is an active associate of Luis Vernet, and that his vessel was captured and sacked 
under the direction of both said persons, aided by a certain number of bandits and ruffians employed 
on the Island; that Brisbane personally directed the sacking of the Harriet warehouses, at the same 
time as declaring that their intention was, as soon as a schooner arrived, which they expected very 
soon, to seize all American vessels, including whalers, fishing or hunting whales in the vicinity of any 
of those Islands and Coasts. The deponent further asserts that seven men have been left on the Island of
the States without means of subsistence for any length of time, as a result of these procedures; and that 
the schooner "Harriet" was taken to Buenos Ayres, instead of being sent to succo(u)r those men.” 338

January 3rd, Duncan visits the German families. 

“The statement given by subjects Klein, Feurer, and Schmidt contains interesting details about S. Duncan's 

proceedings. The declarants, once they were released, locked themselves in their rooms, staying there for three 

days, fearful of being injured by the Lexington crew. Shortly after, Silas Duncan did them the honor of visiting 

them, interested in knowing the number of cattle they owned and declaring that said cattle would not prosper 

due to the bad weather prevailing in the archipelago;... That said, he offered them free passage on board his 

ship, as well as buying from them all the cattle they had. Discouraged by Duncan's words, confirming the 

rumors circulating in the colony, the Germans accepted the offer and, in consideration of the free passage with 

which they were favored, sold their cattle at the price of six pesos each head. ... So it was that, during his stay 

in Puerto Luis, Duncan sacrificed two animals every three days, cattle that, according to what was agreed, he 

paid religiously.” 339

January 4th, from Washington, orders are issued to the Commander of US forces at Rio de Janeiro.

“The orders given on the 4th January are in answer to a request by the commander of the squadron for more 

particular instructions. The circumstances of the case are there stated, and the orders given in consequence of 

335 Niles' Weekly Register May 12, 1832
336 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.83
337 Texts of all Davison's affidavits in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendic A.23.
338 Fitte 1966 p.89. Duncan took further depositions from Davison. One related to the treatment of a prisoner of Vernet's  

named Crawford; another described a further accusation regarding the seizure of American ships by Vernet, Brisbane 
and Metcalf. There would be a total of six, all in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix 23. It appears that Duncan was 
seeking to justify his actions by building up a body of evidence from Davison. See Fitte (1966) pp.90 & 91. cf. 
September, 1831

339 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.255 fn.18
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them, are infinitely more moderate than those circumstances would have justified. The Commander is to 

inquire whether the acts have been done under the allegation of authority from the Government; and, in that 

case, he is merely directed to prevent our ships from capture, to retake those that have fallen into the hands of 

Vernet, and keep them until the return of a despatch vessel he is ordered to send to you for instructions. …” 340

January 5th, Gilbert Davison places all the goods that he has retrived aboard Dash and transfers to that ship. 341

“The seal skins and some trifling articles which had been embargoed, awaiting the decision of the Prize Courts 

of Buenos Ayres, were taken from Mr. Vernet's store house, and delivered to Captain Davison, of the Harriett 

(sic)... This property was then shipped on board of the American schooner Dash, Capt. Keating, which at the 

time was lying there.” 342

An American brig, Chacedony arrives in Port Louis, en-route for Hawaii. 343

January 10th, a French sealer, Nouvelle Betzy, is wrecked at the Falkland Islands.

January 11th, a British brig, Vulture, bound for Valparaiso, arrives at Port Louis. 344

From Washington, Secretary Livingston instructs the US Ambassador to Madrid, Van Ness, to make inquires 

with the Spanish Court regarding the ownership of the Falklands archipelago.

“Some difficulties having arisen between us and the Government of Buenos Aires, it becomes important
to know precisely the extent of that Government, when under the dominion of Spain, particularly 
whether it comprehended Patagonia, Terra del Fuego, and the adjacent islands, including the Falkland
Islands. It is supposed that when Spain agreed to restore the establishment at Port Egmont, on the West
Falkland, to the English, in the year 1770, there was a secret convention, or some understanding that it
should be relinquished again to Spain. You are requested to get all the information that you can on this 
subject, and transmit it, with copies of all the documents you can procure concerning it, to this 
Department.” 345

“... the only step that was ever taken was for the United States Government to set on foot an inquiry through 

the American Minister to Spain as to the legal title involved, but the inquiry was not pressed to any conclusion, 

and the whole matter was dropped.” 346

On Soledad Island, some of the settlers who had fled into the countryside upon the arrival of USS Lexington, 

return to Port Louis; including capitaz Jean (Juan) Simon. Indentured slaves Carmelita and Gregoria, together 

with five gauchos, remain in hiding. 347

340 Livingston to Baylies January 26, 1832 in Manning 1932 pp.4-12. I am unable to find a copy of these orders. By the 
time they arrived at Rio de Janeiro, events had clearly overtaken them.

341 To be joined by two crewmen from the USS Lexington on January 9, 1832. Dash was apparently short-handed.
342 Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser Thursday May 24 1832
343 Departed on January 9, 1832.
344 Lloyd's List Thursday April 19, 1832. Described as 'leaky'. Vulture sailed again on the January 15, 1832.
345 Public Documents printed by order of The Senate of the United States: First Session of the Twenty-Fourth Congress, 

begun and held at the City of Washington Dec 7, 1835. Livingston to Van Ness No.29 January 11, 1832. cf. April, 1832 
& October, 1833

346 Memorandum on the Falkland Islands 1947 in LCO 2/490 citing Recuerdos de mi vida diplomatica. Mision en Estados 
Unidos 1885-1892 V. G. Quesada 1904 p.200. Spain did, eventually, initiated a search of its archives. cf. 1833

347 A statement from these gauchos was published in the Gazeta Mercantil on February 1, 1833. Not mentioned were the 
two women, one of which had had a son by Jean Simon. With the US attitude towards slavery, it was undoubtedly a wise
decision to remain out of sight. There was another child, a boy name Octubre. He was not returned to Montevideo on the
Lexington, but his remains washed up at Berkeley Sound in May, 1833. He may have attempted an escape.
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“During the stay of the Lexington, the Buenos Ayreans, who had fled into the interior, returned, and capt. 

Duncan gave their head man a document, stating that he was a peaceable person, &c. ...” 348

“The total of the settlers that settled in Puerto Soledad can not be specified with certainty, because – according 

to Vernet's own statement – "there were many, more than three hundred, but as they were coming and going, 

the declarant can not remember the number exactly, what it knows for certain is, that the number of fixed 

residents increased and that the last one ascended to 150 people.” 349

January 12th, under oath, Capt. Gilbert Davison identifies seven individuals as complicit in the seizure of his 

ship. Specifically, those 'arrested' on December 31st  – Matthew Brisbane, Sylvester Nuñez, Jacinto Correa, Juan 

Braceido, Domingo Pacheco, Manuel Gonzáles and Dionisia Henedia. 350

Somewhat behind the times, in the USA the Morning Advertiser reports:

“Philadelphia Papers, to the 16th ult., contain some intelligence from Falkland Islands, to which the 
Government of Buenos Ayres has recently laid claim, and appointed a Governor. These islands were 
formerly in the possession of the Viceroyalty of Buenos Ayres, but the revolutionary troubles caused 
their abandonment. About four years ago the possession was re-established, and Don Louis Vernet 
appointed Governor as well as of Staten Island, and the adjacent coast of Patagonia, from Rio Negro to
Cape Horn. … The harbour of Saladad (sic), formerly Port Louis, is of easy access, the anchorage 
perfectly safe... The new Governor is a native of Hamburgh, and the Buenos Ayres Government has 
granted him in fee one of the islands, with all wild cattle inclusive, privilege of fishing, &c. … There is 
a fort at Port Louis, and an armed vessel would be stationed there for the protection of the fishery. 
There were no Indians on the island.”

January 15th, Commander Duncan instructs that Dash be prepared for a voyage; firstly to relieve a sealing crew 

left in the western islands of the archipelago, and then sail for Statenland to rescue the sealing crew left there by 

Superior. 351

“It had been about fifteen days since he had entered Berkeley Sound, and Captain Duncan still (had) made no 

determination whatsoever about those sailors who had been abandoned on the island of Estados, whose fate 

had troubled him so much before, that he could not wait for the answer from the Buenos Airean 

Government. ... in mid-January he ordered Schooner Dash to sign up for Statenland.” 352

January 16th, the Buenos Aires's prize court gives its verdict regarding Vernet's seizure of American ships:

“The right of possession and ownership of the Argentine Republic over the Malvinas islands and coasts
is incontestable, and bearing in mind the tenacious resistance with which the captains of the North 
American vessels called Superior, Harriett and Breakwater schooners, have continued to fish for 
amphibians on the aforementioned coasts, even after the summons issued to them by the political and 
military commander of the establishment to refrain from pursuing them, according to what is acted out:
arrest and seizure of the ships and their respective cargoes (was legal) (Signed) Dr. Jacinto 
Cárdenas.”353

348 Niles' Weekly Register May 12, 1832.
349 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.211 citing Archivo del Ministro de relaciones Exteriores, Buenos Aires, Division politica, Islas 

Malvinas, leg.11 exp.I 1832/35, t.III. An exaggeration. Numbers appear to have peaked at around 128 in July, 1831.
350 Fitte 1966 pp.92-93. 
351 Date provided by Caillet-Bois 1982 p.255. Superior's Statenland crew had already been rescued. cf. September, 1831.
352 Caillet Bois 1982 pp.255-256
353 De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores presentada al Honorable Congreso 

Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887 pp.201-278
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January 18th, at Port Louis, Silas Duncan posts notices around the settlement.

“Captain Duncan and Davison, it is stated, spread a variety of reports, in order to alarm the settlers, such as, 

that they would never be safe from the resentment of the American whalers – that Mr. Vernet would not again 

return to the islands, that the Government of Buenos Ayres disapproved of the capture of vessels, &c. &c. and 

capt. Duncan offered a free passage to those who wished to leave the colony – the consequence was that all the 

female residents, as well as Mr. Vernet's slaves and various individuals went on board the Lexington....” 354

“Some of the colonists, .., were completely discouraged, especially when they were assured that if Vernet dared 

to return he would be hanged.” 355

“... Duncan ... He declared the islands res nullius.(without owner) ...” 356

“Before leaving, Duncan declared that the archipelago remained alien to the dominion of any power, a 

statement so foreign to Duncan's jurisdiction that it carried no significance.” 357

“Louis Vernet himself later wrote that "Duncan’s proclamations… declared the Islands common property of all 

nations". In other words, Duncan declared that the islands were open and free to all; they were part of the high

seas, not the property of Buenos Aires. He did not imply that he had himself brought about any change in the 

islands such as ending their "government", but merely underlined the existing American policy, that no 

country possessed sovereignty over the Falklands.” 358

William Dickson asks Commander Duncan to confirm that he was not involved in the seizure of any ships.

“… according to the best of my knowledge and belief Guillermo Dickson, took no part ...” 359

Duncan also provides papers to those few wishing to remain. 

“… so that no American vessel would do them injury, to the end that they would supply meat when necessary to

those arriving at the island.” 360

January 20th, three German families board Lexington.361 Each family takes two cows for the voyage. Other 

settlers follow. Vernet's fourteen slaves, however, are treated as property and not given a choice. In total, some 

47 people board Lexington including William Dickson and Henry Metcalf.

“... in taking this step I have consulted their own wishes, and they have embarked on board the 
Lexington by general consent; they say they have been deceived by Vernet and others, who have kept 
many of them upon the Island contrary to their inclinations and appeared greatly Rejoiced at the 
opportunity thus presented of Removing with their families from a desolate Region where the climate is 
always cold and cheerless...” 362

“All the family groups took the opportunity to go: the first to go aboard the Lexington, with his wife and child, 

was Vernet’s trusted former fisheries manager Julio Grossy, who had been wanting to leave for some time (he 

354 Niles' Weekly Register May 12, 1832
355 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.254
356 Gustafson 1988 p.24. 
357 Falklands or Malvinas: Myths & Facts M. P. Peña & J. A. Peña 2018. It is often repeated that Duncan referred to the 

archipelago as terra nullius (without owner). I have yet to find any evidence to confirm this.
358 Pascoe 2020 p.134
359 Duncan quoted in Manning 1932 p.217. Fitte 1966 p.94. Dickson appears to have been undecided about whether to go 

or stay until the last moment, when  he boarded Lexington.
360 Information provided by Graham Pascoe and Peter Pepper.
361 The Kleins, Feurers and the Schmidts. 
362 Duncan to Levi Woodbury February 3, 1832
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had put a notice on his house saying that he "was leaving this forsaken country in order not to die of want"), 

and another was Vernet’s settlement manager Henry Metcalf, as revealed by Juan Simon, the capataz, in a 

statement made later. According to Simon, Metcalf said that Vernet owed him "two thousand and something" 

pesos ("dos mil y tantos"), and had taken whatever he felt he had a right to – Simon says that after Metcalf 

boarded the Lexington there was not a single hide left at the settlement, and Metcalf even took plates, forks and

knives.” 363

Back in England, William Langdon writes to Under-Secretary of State Hay at the Colonial Office seeking official 

recognition of the grant of land that he has received from Luis Vernet.

“Due to the increasing trade with all the islands of the South Seas and in particular with the Australian
colonies, the possession of the East Falkland Island is of the utmost importance to this country and 
from a conversation I had with Mr. Vernet upon the subject, I am authorised in saying no objection 
would be made to the occupation of it by the British Government, provided private property would not 
be interfered with...” 364

“Once again Vernet had committed an imprudence that cannot go unnoticed...” 365

January 21st, Commander Duncan releases the ex-Belleville men from their contract with Vernet, equipping 

them to go sealing on their own behalf. 366 The Eagle is renamed Chaloupe and sails out to hunt seals under the 

flag of the USA. 367

January 22nd, as Lexington prepares to sail, Davison nails a document to the door of Vernet’s house.

“… a proclamation in writing, signed by captain Duncan, declaring the capture of the vessels to be 
piracy, &c. announcing at the same time the freedom of fishery.” 368

“It is curious that there is no notice of any of these transactions in the log book of the Lexington. Perhaps 

Duncan was a little ashamed of what he had done, or perhaps he feared the effect his actions would have upon 

his government.” 369

Lexington sails out of Berkeley Sound. Those who had remained in hiding, return to the settlement. 370

“After the departure of the Lexington, we returned to our houses from the interior, but were in continual
alarm at the appearance of every vessel, fearing a new attack, and not having the means to distinguish 
friend from foe.” 371

“He (Duncan) did no more than spike some guns which were lying on the beach, and which he had good reason

to suppose were to be used in vessels which were to be employed in the capture of American sealers and 

363 Pascoe 2020 p.132. Full list on p.133. cf. April 2, 1833
364 Quoted in Caillet-Bois 1952 p.316. Original in CO78/1/332
365 Ibid.
366 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.91. Isaac Waldron, William Smyley, John Jones, George Dow, James Burr, Samuel Marston, Isaac 

Roundy, Gordon Lowell and George Lambert.
367 Eagle/Aquila/Chaloupe was still sealing in the Islands in 1837. However, it was rumoured that, after Duncan’s 

departure, William Horton Smyley took over Vernet’s beef business to some profit as -“Fat Jack of the Bonehouse.” See
The Falkland Islands: South Atlantic Islands Ian J. Strange 1985.

368 Niles' Weekly Register May 12, 1832. See Pascoe (2020) pp.133-134
369 The struggle for the Falkland Islands Julius Goebbels 1927 p. 444. Ship's logs rarely record anything not appertaining 

to the vessel and certainly not anything happening on shore.
370 It is difficult to settle upon an exact figure, but there would seem to have been 30-40 people remaining at Port Louis. 

The majority were gauchos, but also a few settlers, two female slaves and at least one child. cf. 1833
371 Letter signed by 5 gauchos, dated January 30, 1833 and published in the Gazeta Mercantil of February 1, 1833
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whalers: as much of the plundered property as he could find he restored to the right owners: he arrested seven 

men who were proved to have been concerned in the capture of the vessels, among whom was one Brisbane, a 

British subject, who had been the chief agent in the atrocities of Vernet: the remainder of the settlers he 

brought away at their own request, who complained much of the deceptions which had been practised upon 

them by Vernet: some of the Guachos, who formed a part of this settlement, fled to the interior: he seized no 

bona-fide property of Vernet's, and scrupulously respected all private property:..” 372

“However unjustifiably Mr. Vernet may, in fact, have behaved towards vessels belonging to the United States 

of North America, it must be remembered that he had a commission from the Buenos Ayrean Government, 

empowering him to act as civil and military governor of the Falklands; that he believed the Buenos Ayrean 

authority valid; and had no doubt in his own mind that he was doing right. Mr. Vernet, therefore, was no 

robber – no pirate ...  and those who acted under his order, he having a legal commission, certainly did not 

deserve to be seized as pirates, put into irons, and so carried to the Plata! Neither was it just (setting mercy 

quite aside) to destroy the infant colony, break open or tear down doors and windows, search houses, drawers,

and chests, trample over gardens, break through fences, and ill-use the helpless, unarmed settlers to such a 

degree, that for many months afterwards whenever a man-of-war was seen approaching, the frightened 

inhabitants at once fled to the interior, not knowing how they might be treated. Poor Brisbane ... was taken, 

with others, in irons to Monte Video,...” 373

“... the American warship Lexington took 47 or 48 people (over half the remainder) in January 1832, leaving 

some 38 people at Port Louis. Britain was not involved in any of those removals of people. ... it was not Britain 

but Louis Vernet and the United States that removed most of the civilian population,..” 374

“... the largest number of land-based people to leave Port Louis on the same day since the Spanish garrison left 

21 years earlier on 13 February 1811.” 375

January 23rd, Dash sails for West Falkland Island.

“Agreeable to your request I have to inform you, that after leaving Port Lewis (sic) and relieving the sealing 

crew on the Western part of the Falkland Islands, I fell in with, & took on board my vessel, the crew of the 

French whaling ship, New Betsy, which vessel was lost on a reef on the Western part of the Islands. After an 

unsuccessful attempt to recover something from the wreck – I returned them to Port Lewis, where I left them – 

From thence I proceeded to Statenland...” 376

“The Dash having, … fallen in with the crew of the French whaling ship Nouveau Betsy, brought them, 40 in 

number, to the establishment at the Falklands, where they were hospitably received and provided for until a 

British whaling ship from round Cape Horn, bound to England, touched at the islands and furnished them with

passage.” 377

January 26th, in Washington, Francis Baylies is appointed to be US chargé d’affaires to Buenos Aires. 378

372 Reynolds 1835 p.490
373 FitzRoy 1839
374 Pascoe 2020 p.89 & p.135
375 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.91
376 Oliver to Duncan June 1, 1832 in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.119 citing US archives, Naval Record Group 45, M147, 

microfilm 18. On arrival at Statenland, Keating found Albertson's message in a bottle. See September, 1831 above. 
377 Letter published in the Gaceta Mercantile on February 1, 1833 signed by “several individuals arrived at this port in the

national schooner of war Sarandi from the Falkland Islands.”
378 Baylies was a lawyer, politician, journalist and author. Described as a 'political henchman' of the US President, he had 

little diplomatic experience.
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“… an obscure lawyer of Massachusetts, possessing a temperament that, in short, … met all the conditions 

necessary for negotiations to fail.” 379

Detailed instructions are provided by US Secretary of State Edward Livingston. 380 After outlining the events, as 

known, regarding the seizure of three American ships in the Falklands, and questioning the validity of the 

Buenos Aires decree of June, 1829, Baylies's course of action is identified in detail:

“… you are instructed to press, in the negotiation you are authorized to open on the occasion, 

1. The perfect right of the United States to the free use of the fishery on the ocean, in every part of it, 
and on the bays, arms of the sea, gulfs, and other inlets, which are incapable of being fortified. 

2. To the same perfect right on the ocean within a marine league of the shore, when the approach 
cannot be injurious to the sovereign of the country, as it cannot be on the shores which are possessed 
by savage tribes, or are totally deserted, as they are to the south of the Rio Negro. 

3. To the same use of the shores when in the situation above described. 

4. That even where a settlement is made, and other circumstances would deprive us of the right, that a 
constant and uninterrupted use will give it to us. 

It cannot be denied that the United States, since the beginning of their independent political existence, 
and even while they were colonies, were, in common with other nations, in the undisturbed enjoyment 
of the whale and seal fishery, with the knowledge of Spain and this, it is believed, applies particularly 
to the Falkland Islands and at times when there were settlements on them as well as when they were 
deserted. 

The object of establishing these points is to embody them into a treaty which you have herewith a full 
power to negotiate and conclude. The articles on this subject must acknowledge our right to the 
fisheries on the shores while they remain unsettled, and you may fix a certain extent from each 
settlement, not to exceed ten leagues each way. 

With respect to the vessels seized by Vernet, if his acts are avowed, you are to justify their recapture, (if 
they have been taken by our squadron,) and demand their restitution if they have not, on the grounds 
herein before stated to show the irregularity of his proceedings, and if his acts are disavowed, you are 
to give orders to the commander of the squadron to break up the settlement and bring him to Buenos 
Ayres for trial.” 

“The Government of the United States will protect citizens of the United States having fishing rights on the 

Falkland Islands from the interference of parties claiming under Buenos Ayres.” 381

“Mr Baylies was instructed to press, in his negotiations, for the perfect right of the United States to the free use 

of the fishery, established by long usage,.. The instructions also stated: "How far the present Government of 

Buenos Aires is entitled to the extent of territory necessary to establish right over these fisheries, even 

supposing them to be attached to the sovereignty of the country, is another important question to which your 

379 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.263
380 Livingston to Baylies January 26, 1832 in Manning 1932 pp.4-12. In full here - 

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/edward-livingston-to-francis-baylies-january-26-1832.pdf 
381 A Digest of the International Law of the United States, taken from documents issued by Presidents and Secretaries of 

State and from Decisions of Federal Courts and Opinions of Attorneys-General. Francis Wharton, ed. vol.1 1887 p.64 
citing Mr. Livingston, Sec. of State to Mr. Baylies Jan. 26, 1832. 
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attention must be turned, and which we have not the means of determining here." Mr. Baylies was further 

informed in that connexion that it was not believed that Patagonia was ever included in the province of Buenos

Aires proper.” 382

“Without any other basis than that provided by the accusation of the men of the Breakwater, the Secretary of 

State began to doubt the authenticity of the decree creating the Command, and judged Vernet's acts as illegal 

and piratic, for which reason "they could not allow the president to believe for a moment that they were 

authorized by a friendly power"…” 383

January 27th, at Buenos Aires, Woodbine Parish and his family boards the Packet boat Reindeer for the start of 

the journey to London, via Montevideo. 

“... the outgoing minister embarked with his family on his return to England in the package Reindeer, which 

sailed on Monday, January 27, 1832. The transfer on board was carried out in a government barge, especially 

at his disposal, as a testimony of the recognition official for the performance he had had during his nine years 

of residence. This was not the only proof of friendliness that Rosa paid Parish; .., the dictator granted to him in

1839 the title of honorary citizen, (also) the rank of honorary colonel of cavalry and the use in his shield of 

nobility of the arms of the Argentine Republic.” 384

February 2nd, Woodbine Parish sees USS Lexington arrive off Montevideo.385 Parish asks Captain Graham, of 

HMS Rattlesnake, to make inquiries. 

Commander Duncan sends a note to Consul Slacum who is also in Montevideo.

“The United States ship, "Lexington," has just reached this place, back from a cruise to the Falkland 
Islands, with a number of passengers and some prisoners. … These individuals, with Vernet and 
Brisbane at their head, had not the means of fishing for themselves, but their plan was to fish by proxy; 
and, whilst they laid claim to all the fish of the Southern Ocean, they were to compel our cotizens to 
catch them for their use:- …  While these outrages towards the persons and properties of American 
citizens were perpetrated, a statement was made by the aforementioned (Vernet) stating that they would
not capture English ships placed under similar circumstances, (or) apply to them the same rules, which 
in fact did not attempt to do.” 386

February 3rd, Commander Duncan writes to US Navy Secretary, Levi Woodbury.

“… I arrived here yesterday from the Falkland Islands … in Relation to the Capture of some of our 
fishing Vessels at and about those Islands... I proceeded to Berkeley Sound, East Falklands, in order to 
ascertain the facts … and for the purposes of affording the proper protection to our Citizens and 
Commerce, and particularly to protect the American Fisheries in the Southern Ocean. ... I have now on 
board as prisoners seven individuals who are charged with illegally capturing and plundering the 
Schooner Harriet, … These men will be detained on board the Lexington until some orders shall have 

382 The United States and the Question of the Falkland Islands A. F. Orchard Sept, 1928 in FO 371/12736/324. cf. 1928
383 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.264
384 Fitte 1966 p.83
385 Both Goebel (1927 p.444) and Caillet-Bois (1982 (6th ed.) p.256) suggest that Duncan anchored at Montevideo because 

he was embarrassed or concerned about what he had done and so avoided Buenos Aires. Given Duncan's approach to 
diplomacy, this is unlikely. Consul Slacum's presence in Montevideo is given as a coincidence, an earlier visit delayed 
by illness. I suspect that that is unlikely too. More probable that Slacum had some indication of how long Lexington 
would be away, and had arranged to be at Montevideo for its return. Any illness was probably political.

386 Quoted in Fitte 1966 pp.105-107. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.105-106
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been given with Respect to them from the Navy Department or the Senior officer of the Brazil Station. I 
found some guns lying near to the beach which I suppose were intended to have been put on board the 
Schooner as these men have declared it to be their intention to fit out a vessel for the purpose of putting
a stop to the American Whale and Sealing Fisheries in these Seas. The guns have been rendered useless
for any hostile purposes. I also found a small Schooner on the coast of East Falkland, navigated by a 
part of the Crew of the American Schooner Belville, wreck'd on the coast of Patagonia. These men had 
built this Small Vessel or Shallop of 20 or 30 Tons after the loss of their vessel and were seized and 
made prisoners by Vernet and his associates and compelled to enter into their Service. I supplied them 
with Such Articles as they were in want of, and after repairing and fitting out their vessel, directed them
to relieve their companions who had been left fishing about the rocks and small Islands and then 
proceed to the Coast of Brazil or the U. States...” 387

On the same day, Britain's Consul in Montevideo, Thomas Samuel Hood, writes to the Lexington's commander.

“It has come to my attention that a vassal of His Britannic Majesty (Mr. Matthew Brisbane) is detained 
as a prisoner aboard the US "Lexington" warship, under the charge of piracy which you have accused 
him of, that this piracy is founded on the fact that the company of others was acting under the orders of 
Mr. Luis Vernet, whom the government of Buenos Ayres had appointed commander or governor of the 
Falkland Islands, stopping or capturing some American ships for an alleged violation of those 
territories caused by fishing and hunting seals, after a warning that was given to them to desist to do so
and to move away from the islands. 

To enter into any argument about the right of dominion over these islands is both unnecessary and 
extraneous to the object of my presentation before you, and could not change the aspect of the case, for 
if it is as I imagine, the government of Buenos Ayres or any other government that took possession of 
(the island) and appointed a governor.., such a government would only be obliged to other governments
for its own acts, being responsible for the laws of the nations of all its officials... It follows from the 
same method of reasoning that Luis Vernet was legally appointed, since his title was granted by persons
exercising the powers and functions of government of the Argentine Republic, and being these legally 
elected and appointed, I would like to express to you that wherever the crime of which he is accused of 
having committed himself in the performance of his public duties does not belong to him and the 
reparation must be brought before the Government of Buenos Ayres; when power to authority comes 
from an established government, I warn that it is only in front of this government that reparations for 
damages can or should be filed, and not on individuals acting under its authority... Therefore, I see the 
case of Brisbane, who has been known here as a worthy person; that he was acting through and under 
constituted authority, and consequently I believe that when you take all these aspects into 
consideration, together with other circumstances connected with the matter, you will be forced to 
conform to the most just principles of justice, to give him his freedom.” 388

Woodbine Parish pens a letter to Lord Palmerston.

“Upon my arrival at this port yesterday on my Voyage to England, I found the North American 
Corvette "Lexington" coming in on her return from the Falkland Islands.Captain Graham of His 
Majesty's Ship "Rattlesnake", now here, has been at my request on board, to obtain what information 
he could collect as to her proceedings there.He found nearly all the colonists on board; eight (sic) of 

387 Duncan to Levi Woodbury February 3, 1832. The Captain of Belville had been Isaac P. Waldron. cf. 1835 & 1849. 
Duncan’s report reached Washington in April.

388 Fitte 1966 pp.113-114 citing FCO 118/28
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them as prisoners, the rest of their own accord having requested to be conveyed to Monte Video upon 
the capture of their companions. The prisoners are the parties who were most active in the detention of 
the North American Vessels by Mr Vernet’s orders; the principal person is Brisbane the Englishman 
whom I have before had occassion to mention in my despatches upon the subject of these Islands.…they
were found and seized by the boats of the "Lexington "and the Commander tells Graham that he 
intends to send them to the United States for trial as pirates;- this charge I apprehend, cannot be 
maintained, acting as they appear to have done under an authority from the Government of Buenos 
Ayres. I have taken upon myself to write a letter in favor of Mr Brisbane to Mr Slacum the North 
American Consul, who happens to be here on a visit from Buenos Ayres, and to say to him that he is a 
person who has always conducted himself very properly as far as I know, and that I trust his previous 
good character will avail him as far as possible in his present circumstances...” 389

Parish also notes the arrivial of papers from Washington and summises that Commander Duncan will await the 

arrival of the new US Minister.

February 4th, leaving the Lexington, those settlers of German origin go to the Consulate of the Hanseatic 

League to register a complaint about Duncan's action; where they deny that they had willingly abandoned the 

colony. 390

“The aforementioned German settlers appeared on February 4 before the Anseatic Consul extending a protest 

against S. Duncan "for the damage caused by the communication of false rumors that caused the 

abandonment of the colony"...” 391

Consul Hood writes from Montevideo, to Minster Fox in Buenos Aires, to inform him of the letter sent to 

Duncan; to say that he has not received any reply, and that the Lexington, after provisioning, intends to sail. 392

February 6th, Montevideo’s Department of Foreign Affairs, writes to Buenos Aires.

“… in connection with the arrival at this port of the United States sloop of war ‘Lexington’ returning 
from Malvinas and carrying a number of colonists and slaves seized and carried away from that island,
as belonging to the establishment of Senor Vernet, the Government of Uruguay, not being duly advised 
with regard to the conduct of the commander of the ‘Lexington’ was unable to prevent the secret 
landing on the coast of this port of the families of the colonists taken from the islands…. In the 
meantime, the Government intervened with the commercial agent of the United States, desirous of 
recovering the slaves at least, and saving a part of the property destroyed, and succeeded to its great 
satisfaction in securing their transshipment and in placing them, as shown in the enclosed list, at the 
disposition of your Government through the intermediary of the Minister….” 393

February 7th, in Buenos Aires, Port Captain, Francisco Lynch, notes the arrival of the Uruguayan packet Flor 

del Rio, carrying; “Mr Henry Metcalf, Provisional Commandant of the Malvinas Islands, and Dr. Guillermo 

Dikson, a Dutch merchant, established there, as well as thirteen negro slaves belonging to Senor Vernet...” 394 

389 Parish to Palmerston February 3, 1832 in PRO FO 6/499 also CO 78/1/163
390 Contractually bound to Vernet, they would not wish to be seen to be in breach.
391 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.256 fn.20.
392 Fitte 1966 pp.114-115 citing FCO 118/28
393 Manning 1932 p.211
394 Ibid. Francisco Lynch was the son of armador Patricio Lynch. cf. 1820. Metcal would have been Metcalf, and    

William Dickson (not Dikson) was actually Irish. Duncan had transported 15 slaves, two of which were children and 
perhaps they were not mentioned. The alternative being that two had managed to jump ship. The 13 slaves were placed 
aboard Sarandi until their fate was decided. Luis Vernet appears to have been billed for their transport from Montevideo.
See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.109
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February 8th, Minister Garcia instructs Lynch to commence an inquiry; “... taking the most careful and 

detailed testimonies, stating the names of the citizens of this country who Captain Duncan maintains 

imprisoned aboard.” 395

Port Captain Lynch takes a joint deposition from Metcalf and Dickson.

“That on 31 December last, arrived at the Port of Soledad, the United States Corvette of War 
"Lexington" and that its commander immediately disembarked armed people in three boats, 
imprisoning the individuals who could not escape their fury, used with impunity because they did not 
find resistance (but there were about fifty people who escaped and went inland); that all the hides that 
Mr. Vernet had left deposited (placed) them on an American schooner and delivered them to the captain
of the Harriet whom Mr. Vernet had brought to this port; they immediately nailed the artillery, burned 
the powder, and immediately set sail to Monte Video where we arrived on the 8th of the current 
(month), that there he disembarked the declarants and transshipped to the package "Flor del Rio" the 
thirteen blacks of Mr. Vernet, which the undersigned have deposited on the schooner "Sarandi" until the
Government's resolution, adding that the six children of the country who were there were peons left by 
the commander of the "Lexington" on board, and who has given sail with them on the 5th of the current 
(month) to water in the Rio de la Plata and probably between banks, also carrying among their 
prisoners the English captain Mr. Brisbane, who was with (the) business in that establishment; they add
that in the "Lexington" the German families who had been in the Malvinas came to Monte Video, and 
that before they embarked they killed the dairy cows that Mr. Vernet had lent them for six years and that
the hides sold them to captain of the "Lexington", adding that this ship, when arrived before the port, 
flew a French flag, and made signs asking for assistance, certainly not to alarm the inhabitants of the 
establishment and that under this stratagem managed to surprise them with impunity, however that they
had no way to defend themselves, and in faith of being true and under oath what they have related they 
sign (below).” 396

February 9th, a letter by Luis Vernet is published in La Gazeta Mercantil outlining his view of events. 397

“On the occasion of the hostile outrage committed by the commander of the American Corvette 
"Lexington" in the Malvinas colony, spiking its artillery, taking several articles from it, putting in jail 
several individuals he took aboard his ship, removing the slaves of my property, and committing other 
attacks, .., but he has taken his excess to the point of seizing and bringing Mr. Matthew Brisbane, a 
vassal of Great Britain, a respected and well-known person who was in that establishment for private 
interests, for the reason and in defense of its own rights, it was convenient to entrust him with the arrest
of the three American schooners, which thoroughly usurped the fishing for which he had 
(responsibility); in a few days will be published by the press all that occurred for the arrest of the 
aforementioned three American schooners engaged in seal fishing in the Malvinas,..” 398 

“... an act of violence as outrageous to the Argentine flag as degrading the American under which it 
has been perpetrated. There would be no American who knows how to appreciate the dignity of his 

395 Peña & Peña 2018 citing Apendice a los Documentos Oficiales Publicados sobre el Asunto de Malvinas que contiene el
Esclarecimiento de los Hechos Perpetrados por el Comandante Silas Duncan de la Corbeta de Guerra de los E.U. 
Contra aquel Establecimiento y sus Habitantes Buenos Aires 1832. See 
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/1832-feb-declarations-of-brisbane-et-al.pdf 

396 Fitte 1966 pp.118-119. See also Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.26
397 Malvinas in the Argentine Press: from the creation of the Political Military Commandery to the USS Lexington Tomas 

Giudici in The Question of Malvinas and the Bicentennial Agustín M. Romero (ed.) Buenos Aires 2011
398 La Gazeta Mercantil February 9, 1832 part quoted in Fitte 1966 pp.130-131
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country, (who) would not be filled with indignation at seeing the national navy, that has given so many 
glories to their homeland, debased by a coward attack on a defenseless and unprepared 
establishment.”399

Further, separate, statements are taken from Metcalf, and Dickson in question and answer sessions. 400

February 11th, the British Packet & Argentine News reports the reaction in Buenos Aires. 401

“An article in the Buenos Ayres British Packet, of February 11, states that considerable excitement had been 

caused in Buenos Ayres upon the arrival of the schooner Flor del Rio, from Montevideo, bringing an account of

the proceedings of the United States sloop of war Lexington, Captain Duncan, against the colony at Falkland 

Islands.” 402

Commander Duncan informs Consul Slacum that he is prepared to release the prisoners on an assurance that 

they had acted under the authority of the Government of Buenos Aires.

The Governor of the Province of Buenos Aires, Juan Manuel de Rosas writes to the Foreign Minister to confirm 

that he has received the communication on the attack by the USS Lexington and that he; “... has examined 

carefully the points that the Minister sets out, and is pleased to communicate his agreement in everything, ...” 

Rosas asks to be kept informed. 403

February 14th, the Buenos Airean Government publish an official response to Commander Duncan's action.

The Delegate Government of the Province to the People

“The official details collected by the Government, have confirmed the truth of the scandalous acts, 
stated to have been committed in the Malvinas. The Commander of the United States' ship Lexington, 
has invaded, in a time of the most profound peace, that, our infant Colony; destroyed with rancorous 
fury the public property, and carried off the effects legally deposited there at the disposal of our 
Magistrates. The Colonists being unexpectedly assaulted under a Friendly Flag, some of them fled to 
the interior of the island; and others violently torn from their homes, or deluded by deceitful artifices, 
have been brought away and cast clandestinely upon the shores of the Oriental State which now extends
to them a generous hospitality; while others, natives and fellow Countrymen of ours, are conducted as 
Prisoners to the United States, for the ostensible purpose of being tried there. 

The unanimous burst of indignation which this outrage has produced in you, is fully justified; and the 
same feeling will doubtless be evinced by men of honor in every part of the World, when they hear of 
this transaction. But, Citizens, it is as impossible that the Government of Washington should approve of 
such aggressions, as that your Government should tolerate them in silence. The former, acting up to the 
principles of moderation and justice which characterize it, will doubtless give satisfaction 
correspondent to the dignity of the two Republics. 

In the mean time, be assured that, whatever may be the issue of these unpleasant occurrences, your 
Government will maintain the inviolability of the Persons and Property of North American Citizens, 
with the same firmness as it will support its own rights, and in no case will stain itself with an ignoble 
reprisal of innocent men, who are under the safeguard of the national honor.” 404

399 La Gazeta Mercantil February 9, 1832 part quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 p.257
400 Quoted in full in Fitte 1966 pp.121-128. See also Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.26
401 Quoted in full in Fitte 1966 pp.138-139
402 Reading Mercury Monday May 28, 1832
403 Quoted in Fitte 1966 pp.134-135. A muted response. Rosas would retire later that year.
404 Signed by Juan Ramon Balcarce (Minister of War) and Manuel J. Garcia (Foreign Minister).
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“At that time, public opinion was crying out for effective and severe reprisals, and the exacerbation of the 

inhabitants caused fear for the fate of the United States citizens who were in Buenos Aires at that time.” 405

Minister Manuel Garcia withdraws Slacum's exequatur – the official recognition of him as Consul.

“… the Government, considering the aberration of ideas and irregularity of language in his Official 
Notes, relative to the occurrences with the American Fishing Vessels on the Coasts of the Malvinas, 
belonging to and in possession of this Republic, and the prejudices his conduct has given rise to … has 
judged it expedient … to suspend all official intercourse with Mr. Slacum, who can appoint any Person 
properly qualified to substitute him in his Consular functions;...” 406

“If a minister or charge (d'affairs) of the United States should die in a country so remote as Buenos Ayres, 

nearly a year from the time of his death would elapse before he could be replaced. The voyage back and forth 

would consume four or five months: the appointment of a minister would require inquiry and deliberation, 

and some time would necessarily elapse before the person appointed could prepare himself for a voyage so 

long, and for a residence in a country so remote. In the meantime it would seem, that some person should be 

charged with the interests of the United States ex necessitate rei; and if there be no secretary of legation, none 

would seem so proper for such service as the consul residing at the seat of government; we mean, especially, in

all matters relating to commerce.” 407

“The idea that Slacum might appoint a deputy was absurd and unprofessional; that could only have been done 

by the US government. Slacum took no notice...” 408

La Gaceta Mercantil reports that notices have been sent to the other provinces regarding the USS Lexington.

“... invaded on the 31st December last, the port of La Soledad, went on shore with armed men, 
destroyed the artillery, burned the powder; disposed of the public and private property, and keeps 
under arrest on  board said corvette, the director of the fisheries of the colony, and in irons six citizens 
of the Republic.” 409

“The newspapers were filled with inflammatory publications. … In this paroxysm the government admitted 

what they had carefully abstained from admitting before, - that Vernet was the civil and military governor of 

the Falkland Islands.” 410

On the same day, Slacum's reports reach Washington DC.411 Secretary Edward Livingston immediately sends 

further instructions to Francis Baylies regarding the approach that he should adopt.

“About the time of the arrival of the schooner, the United States' sloop of war Lexington, Captain 
Duncan, put into Buenos Aires, and after waiting some days for the answer of that Government, sailed, 
as we understand by advices from Montevideo, to the Falklands with the purpose (avowed to the 
Government of Buenos Aires) of protecting our commerce, and disarming the band whom Vernet had 
left with orders to seize all Americans who might be found there. 

405 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.257
406 British Foreign State Papers 1832-1833 pp.326-327
407 Reynolds 1835 pp.489-490
408 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.111
409 Quoted in full in Fitte 1966 pp.137-138. Responses from San Luis and Santiago del Estero are noted in detail in Caillet-

Bois 1982 p.258 fn.25.
410 Reynolds 1835 p.491
411 Slacum's letters of November 23, and December 9, 1831. The first regarding Vernet's contract with the ex-Belleville 

men, and Davison's first affidavit. The latter enclosing Davison's second affidavit, together with copies of the Consul's 
correspondence with Commander Duncan.
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Should this purpose be executed, you are to justify it not only on the general grounds in your 
instructions, but on the further facts disclosed in the protest of the Captain of the Harriet, which show 
the lawless, and indeed piratical, proceedings of Vernet and his band – Imprisoning the crews – leaving 
part of them on desert islands – sending others to distant foreign ports – refusing them liberty to come 
with their vessel to the port where he sends her for condemnation – forcing others into his service – 
encouraging desertion from out vessels – robbing those which he seized of their cargoes, and selling 
them for his own use, without any form of trial or show of authority from the Government for such acts 
– and, finally, robbing shipwrecked mariners of the United States and forcing them, by threats into his 
service. … 

Whether the Government of Buenos Ayres have a title to the jurisdiction of the islands, or have not – if 
they have jurisdiction, they have no right to use it as in any way to interfere with our right of fishery, 
established by long usage; but above all to use it in the irregular manner stated in the affidavits... 

You are particularly further instructed to use all your endeavors to prevent this incident from becoming 
an obstacle to the formation of a commercial treaty. ...” 412

“In further instructions sent to Mr. Baylies on the 14th February, 1832 it was stated that the facts in the 

possession of the United States Government showed clearly that Vernet’s establishment on the islands was 

dangerous to United States commerce, ...” 413

February 15th, four days after receiving Commander Duncan's overture, George Slacum notifies the buenos 

Airean Foreign Ministry of Duncan's offer to release his prisoners. He adds that the vessel is due to sail for Rio de

Janeiro on the 16th. On receipt, Minister Manuel Garcia immediately responds.

“The Undersigned, Minister of Foreign Relations, … begs to state that Mr. Vernet was appointed 
Military and Political Commandant of the Malvinas, in virtue of the Decree of the 10th of June, 1829, 
published on the 13th of the same month; consequently the said Vernet, and the individuals serving 
under him, can only be amenable to their own Authorities.” 414

“That reply was illogical – if Vernet had been appointed Commandant it would be logical to say that he had 

been acting under the authority of the Buenos Aires government, rather than that he could only be judged by 

his own authority. Rosas was already trying to fudge the issue, or else was trying to place full responsibility 

upon Vernet.” 415

USS Lexington, however, has already sailed. 

From Washington, Navy Secretary Levi Woodbury writes to Duncan; “The course of the proceedings until now 

has the approval of the Department. More specific instructions for the future, as well as to solve the 

inconveniences in the Falkland Islands, have been sent to the Commander of the Brazil Squadron.” 416

From Buenos Aires, Minister Fox brings London up-to-date; “... Mr. Vernet, ... declares ... that he had authority 

from the Buenos Ayrean Government, as their officer, for all the acts committed by himself and his agents..” 417

412 Livingston to Baylies February 14, 1832 in Manning 1932 pp.12-13
413 Orchard 1928
414 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.142. Greenhow (1842) describes this as “ambiguous.” 
415 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.111
416 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.143. Presumably a reference to the orders sent on January 4, 1832.
417 FO 6/499 
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Fox also writes to the British Consul in Montevideo; “It is preferable for us to avoid taking any steps in matters 

connected with the Falkland Islands that may imply a recognition of rights of the Government of Buenos Ayres

to exercise sovereignty over them.” 418

February 16th, in a note to the Minister, Slacum declines to appoint any successor.

“The Undersigned will not allow himself to make any observations upon the novelty of this procedure, 
but will only say that he has not received instructions from his own Government to cease his Consular 
functions here,...” 419

“... believing that an insistence – bordering on impertinence – could keep him in his functions, he replied to the 

Government, expressing surprise at the decision adopted, as well as not having received until that time, no 

instructions from his Government to cease his consular functions, for which reason he excused himself from 

appointing a replacement.” 420

On the same day, a court in Buenos Aires opines that the seizure of the three American ships was legal.

“The right of the Argentine Republic to the possession and ownership of the Malvinas Islands and 
Coasts being incontestable, and considering the tenacious insistence with which the Captains of the 
North American ships known as the Schooners "Superior", "Harriet", and "Breakwater" continued in 
the fishing of amphibians upon the said coasts, even after the warning given to them by the political and
military Commandant of the Establishment that they were to abstain from continuing with it; as a result 
of what has occurred the detention and confiscation of the said ships and their respective cargoes is 
declared legal and just.” 421

Although the court rules in Luis Vernet’s favour, no order for the disposal (sale) of the ship is made; leaving 

Vernet without the use of the vessel and little prospect of compensation.

“It would have been normal for the government to arrange a sale, the proceeds of which would be paid to those

involved in proportion to their rank, but the government did nothing and the ship lay rotting. She later failed 

to sell at two auctions, and in November 1833 she was still unsold.” 422

Luis Vernet pens a letter addressed to Matthew Brisbane in Rio de Janiero.

“Dear Brisbane, I most sincerely regrest the misfortunes that have so unjustly befallen you. It is 
certainly hard, very hard, for an honest man to be treated as a pirate.” 423

February 17th, following the court's decision, Luis Vernet has a letter published in EL Lucero arguing his right 

to seize the American ships. 424 

An article in La Gaceta Mercantil, calls for a display of nationalism from the provinces. 425

418 Quoted in Fitte 1966 pp.115-116 citing FO 118/28
419 Manning 1932 pp.89-90
420 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.258
421 Judgment of Dr. Jacinto cardenas in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.113 citing AGN VII 13, doc.8. Also Fitte 1966 pp.171-172 and

Caviglia 2015 p.47. Mt emphasis.
422 Pascoe 2020 p.135
423 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.123 fn.3 citing AGN VII, 132, doc.138. This letter had a postscript added dated March 5, 1832 and 

so may only have been sent after that date, if sent at all. Seemingly another letter was addressed to the arrested gauchos, 
telling them not to fear.

424 Quoted in full in Fitte 1966 pp.158-171. Also published in The British Packet & Argentine News February 25, 1832, 
and in two parts in La Gaceta Mercantil February 28 & 29, 1832.

425 La Gazeta Mercantil February 17, 1832 no. 2410 p.2 col.3
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“You will perceive Sir, that every measure has been resorted to by this Government to inflame the minds of the 

people; and the ridiculous and false statements in the accompanying Gazettes will give you proof of this 

assertion..” 426

February 18th, from Montevideo, Consul Hood writes to Lord Palmerston to inform him of the continued 

detention of Matthew Brisbane. He encloses Minister Fox's letter of the 15th. 427

February 20th, George Slacum writes to advise Secretary Livingston of the withdrawal of his exequatur.

“What may be the ground of complaint on the part of this Government against me, I am at a loss to 
conceive... You will perceive, Sir, that every measure has been resorted to by this Government to inflame
the minds of the people; and the ridiculous and false statements in the accompanying Gazettes will give 
you proof of the assertion... Mr. Fox, the English Minister, opposes the preposterous claim of this 
people, and his opinion is, that his Government will insist upon the entire breaking up of Vernet's 
establishment and throwing the fisheries open, as heretofore, to all nations. You will understand, Sir, 
that no English vessel has been captured or molested. And why? They durst not do it. And at the 
moment of seizing upon our vessels, they knew they stood upon disputed territory, and for which they 
had not the title deeds. Sir, this Vernet has remained in those Islands upon sufferance; and he had been 
ordered by the British Consul here not to interfere with English vessels.” 428

In a postscript, Slacum highlights:

“The decree to which the minister refers, dated June 10, 1829, was passed during the brief 
revolutionary Government of Lavalle, which, ever since, has been called "intrusive" by the present 
(government), and almost all his acts declared void.” 429

February 21st, Buenos Airean newspaper, El Lucero, calls for a forceful reaction from the Provincial 

Government. La Gazeta Mercantil reports the withdrawal of Slacum's exequatur, and that he; “... refused to 

appoint a successor and to deposit the U.S. naval papers with the Harbour Master’s Office of the Port, which 

stored all the navigation documents of vessels from countries that did not have a Consul in Buenos Aires.” 430

Francis Baylies, who has not yet departed the USA, acknowledges Secretary Livingston's letter of February 14th.

February 22nd, La Gazeta Mercantil notes that the ship-of-war Sarandi is being recommissioned and rearmed 

by the provincial government of Buenos Aires. 431

“… it is indicated that the Sarandí was the object of a general retouch, because, in addition to renovating all the

dead work and being rigged again, she was equipped with weapons and another crew. For this reason, the 

word spread "that the Government is assigning it to a commission. We do not know the basis of this 

rumour."..” 432

February 25th, in London, William Langdon's January request that the concession granted him by Luis Vernet 

be recognised as legal, is forwarded for the information of Lord Palmerston.

426 Slacum to Livingston February 20, 1832 in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.114 citing Manning 1832 pp.91-92
427 Fitte 1966 p.149 citing FO 115/59
428 British & Foreign State Papers 1831 – 1832 p.330
429 Fitte 1966 p.149
430 Giudici 2011
431 La Gaceta Mercantil February 22, 1832 no.2414 p.2 col.3
432 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.284 fn.1
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“I am directed by Viscount Goderich to transmit to you for the information and consideration of 
Viscount Palmerston a copy of a letter which has been received from Mr Langdon, a lieutenant ofthe 
Royal Navy, enclosing a grant which has been made to him of a tract in the eastern Falkland island by 
Don Lewis Vernet, in the assumed character of "Governor of the Fallkland islands and adjacencies," 
and by virtue of the authority committed to him by the Republick of Buenos Ayres. Lord Palmerston will 
note that this Grant, dated in October 1831, has emanated from Don Lewis Vernet, a considertable time
after the Protest which His Majesty's Charge d'affaires at Buenos Ayres had in conformity with his 
instructions delivered to the Government of that State against the pretensions of the Republick to 
exercise Rights of Sovereignty over the Falkland Islands, and as it appears that no notice has been 
taken by that Government of His Majesty's Rights, I am instructed to request that you will suggest for 
Lord Palmerston's consideration the propriety of directing His Majesty's Charge d'affaires at Buenos 
Ayres to demand the immedaite and formal revocation of any Commission or Authority which may have 
been granted by the Republick to Don Lewis Vernet to exercise the powers of Government in the 
Falkland Islands.” 433

“... and as it appeared that no notice had been taken by that Government of the protest and that the act 

exercised by Vernet was derogatory to His Majesty's rights, they suggested that Lord Palmerston should direct

His Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at Buenos Aires to demand the immediate  revocation of any commission or 

authority which might have been granted by the Republic to M. Vernet...” 434

From Buenos Aires, George Slacum writes to Secretary Livingston in Washington.

“These people have no right to these islands. Nor have they had an officer or soldier in them. Vernet is 
an adventurer and the Colony as they call it, consisted of about forty people of all kinds hired privately 
and at his service. They call this a Republic and you can be sure that there is no more despotic 
monarchy on earth; the governor is vested with extraordinary powers and his word is law.”435

Slacum also reports the closure of the US Consulate; “The Buenos Aires government had now severed all 

contact with George Slacum; there was no no official channel for any communications between the 

governments of Buenos Aires and the United States...” 436

February 29th, in London, Lord Goderich's secretary responds to Langdon's January letter.

“Having laid before Lord Goderich your letter of the 20th ulto, with the paper therein enclosed which 
you have submitted for his Lordship's consideration, as purporting to be a Grant made to you of a tract 
or tracts of land in the Falkland Islands, under the hand and seal of Don Lewis Vernet in the alleged 
capacity of Governor of those Islands and “Adjacencies”, - I am directed by his Lordship to acquaint 
you, in reply, that His Majesty's Govt. neither recognises the official character of Don Louis Vernet, nor
the right of the Government of Buenos Ayres to exercise, or to delegate to any person to exercise, the 
powers of Government, or any authority whatsoever in the Falkland Islands over which, on the 
contrary, His Majesty claims, and continues to assert the Rights of Sovereignty... You must act in this 
matter entirely at your own hazard.” 437

433 Hay to Shee February 25, 1832 in PRO FO 6/499
434 Bernhardt 1911 p.17
435 Slacum to Livingston, Buenos Aires, February 25, 1832, in Manning 1932 vol.1 p.93
436 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.115
437 CO 78/1/384
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March 2nd, Lexington arrives back at the USA’s station at Rio de

Janeiro with seven prisoners. Reporting to his commanding officer

there, Silas Duncan receives word that his father-in-law has died

and that he is required to return home.

Dash (Oliver Keating), with Capt. Davison on board, returns to Port

Louis. 438

“About two months after the departure of the Lexington, the

American schooner Dash. Keating, master, returned to the islands,

not having effected the relief of the 7 American seamen left on 

Staten Land by the schooner Superior.” 439

Finding Port Louis effectively defenseless, Capt. Davison helps

himself to whatever takes his fancy, ignoring the please of the

remaining gauchos.

“... it is stated that he pursued the same line of conduct as in the

time of the Lexington, seizing every thing he could lay his hands

on, under the pretext that he was taking his own property; and

killed a quantity of sheep, hogs, &c., belonging to the colony. …” 440

March 3rd, in Buenos Aires, Luis Vernet petitions for a judicial

inquiry into the actions of the USS Lexington at Port Louis. 441

Santiago del Estero joins the Argentine Confederation. 442

March 6th, Duncan asks permission to return to the USA.

In Buenos Aires, Harriet remains in the harbour under the guns of a schooner-of-war. 443

March 9th, the Dublin Morning Register reports.

“It was stated some time ago in a morning paper that the government of Buenos Ayres had laid claim to 
the Falkland Islands, which are the property of this country. We find that such is the fact, and that the 
Buenos Ayrean government has made a grant of the East Falkland Island to a Spaniard named Vernet, 
in compensation of claims which he had upon Buenos Ayres. Don Louis Vernet has taken possession of 
this island, of which he has constituted himself governor, and has issued a paper, inviting British and 
other agriculturalists to take grants of land from him. A very respectable British naval officer has 
purchased a tract of ten miles, and others are expected to follow his example. It may be important, 
therefore, to observe, that Don Louis Vernet has no claim to this island. We have authority to state, that 

438 Keating wrote to Silas Duncan in June, 1832, to report his actions after leaving Port Louis on January 23, 1832 (see 
above). Unfortunately, Keating provides no dates and his words can be read in more than one way. However, his return 
to Port Louis with Davison was noted in the accounts by the gauchos recorded in January, 1833. See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 
pp.117-119

439 Letter published in the Gaceta Mercantile on February 1, 1833 signed by “several individuals arrived at this port in the
national schooner of war Sarandi from the Falkland Islands.”

440 British Packet & Argentine News March 2, 1833. The exact date of Dash's return was not stated, but other reports 
suggest that it was approximately 2 months after it had sailed from the Falklands.

441 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.115. Nothing seems to have become of this.
442 San Juan joined in May; Salta and San Luis in July; La Rioja in August; Catamarca in September and finally Túcuman 

in October. Slowly the United Provinces re-united under the Federalist system. 
443 Slacum to Livingston No.10 March 20, 1832 
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our government neither recognises the official character of that person, nor the right of government of 
Buenos Ayres to exercise, or to delegate to any person to exercise, the powers of government or any 
authority whatever in the Falkland Islands, over which, on the contrary, his majesty claims, and 
continues to assert, his right of sovereignty.”

“… journalism seized on the issue and, without much foundation, unleashed random blows. The unfounded 

criticism gave reason for the Buenos Aires Ministry to gather all the elements referring to the possession of the 

Malvinas.” 444

March 12th, at Rio de Janeiro, Commander Benjamin Cooper notes the arrival of the USS Lexington. 

“About the prisoners that Captain Duncan took, and who are now aboard the U.S. ship Lexington, 
accused of illegal seizures and looting the schooner Harriet, I had decided to send them immediately to 
the United States to bring them to trial, but after reflection I thought it would be more advisable to have
them detained until our Charge d'Affairs gets to Buenos Ayres, who I perceive from the American 
newspapers has been specially appointed to investigate the affront committed with our commerce in the
Falkland Islands; however, in case of no instructions concerning the capture of the prisoners, I will 
then send them to the United States for trial.” 445

March 15th, US Commodore George Rodgers arrives at Rio de Janeiro.

“The Commodore felt that inasmuch as the possession of the island by Vernet and his followers was notorious 

and recognized to be so by the majority of Americans residing in Buenos Aires, it would be very difficult for an 

American court to convict the prisoners taken by Duncan as pirates. The Government would simply, in 

Rodgers' view, be put to the expense of returning innocent men to Argentina.” 446

March 16th, from Rio de Janeiro, British Rear Admiral Thomas Baker, writes to the Admiralty.

“... on the 13th, the Enterprize, United States schooner of war, bearing the broad Pendant of Commodore
Geo. W. Rodgers, as Commander of the United States Squadron on the Coast of Brazil, anchored here 
from New Your,... How far the present appearance of Commodore Rodgers in these seas, has connexion 
with the angry discussions which have arisen between the North American and Buenos Ayres 
Governments, I am yet unable to determine; but Mr Slacum, the United States' Resident at Buenos Ayres,
is reported to have threatened the latter Republic with an early accession of Naval force, to demand 
justice & a suitable reparation for the injuries inflicted upon his Countrymen at the Falkland Islands. 
These movements have increased the number of Foreign Ships of war in this Port, to – the French 
Frigate Herminie, Commodore Villeneuve, - the United States' Corvettes Warren (with the broad 
Pendant of Commodore Rodgers), & Lexington, & the Enterprize schooner; together with the Brazilian 
Frigates, Constitution, Piranga, & Bahiana, the first & last of which are very fine Vessels, with few men,
& those of an inferior description. ...” 447

Baker adds his belief that the French still have hopes of re-occupying the Falklands. 448

444 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.315-316 fn.29
445 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.179
446 Monroe 1997
447 PRO 6/499 fols.150-151. Forwarded from the Admiralty to the British Foreign Office on May 7, 1832. see below.
448 Cawkell 2001 p.59. There is some evidence that French Ministers reviewed their possible claims to East Falkland 

Island around this time. See April 27, below.
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“It was rumoured, at this time, that the American Government actually contemplated taking possession of the 

Falklands, on their own account, for the purpose of establishing there a naval depot to protect their fisheries 

and promote their trade with the South American Republics;...” 449

“He reported that the dispute between the United States and Buenos Aires was causing a naval build-up in the 

South Atlantic ... and listed the warships currently at Rio: the large French frigate Herminie and the US 

squadron of Warren, Lexington, and Enterprize, which might be planning a further move against Buenos 

Aires in the Falklands, possibly affecting British interests. He also enclosed a copy of Vernet’s "Advertisement", 

in which Vernet called himself "the Owner of East Falkland" – another challenge to British interests.” 450

March 20th, Lord Palmerston receives intelligence from Britain's charge d'affaires in Washington.

“I am informed by the Secretary of State, that measures have been taken with a view to putting an end 
to the Govt. recently erected by one Vernet, in one of the Falkland Islands; under a pretended grant 
from the Govt. of Buenos Ayres. It was under these circumstances that he took possession of one of 
them with the assistance of a party of a few hundred renegades composed of every nation. Some time 
since an American vessel was taken, carried into Port and condemned by Vernet. As soon as their 
outrage was known here immediate measures were taken for procuring the release of the vessel, and 
upon the arrival of the United States sloop of War, Lexington, off the island, her Commander demanded
the restitution of the vessel and gave notice that he should trial Vernet as a Pirate and destroy the 
establishment under his orders. 

I understand from Mr. Livingston that the Govt. of Buenos Aires was duly appraised of these intentions, 
and a direct protest was made against the usurpation attempted by Vernet, under colour of authority 
from that Republic. I am informed that H.M. Charge d’Affairs protested in 1829 against the pretensions
of Buenos Aires to the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands. 

The Secretary of State asked me if I had received any intelligence from my Govt. upon the subject, and 
he begged that I should communicate to him what I might hereafter learn either with respect to the 
question of sovereignty of those Islands or of their temporary usurpation by Vernet. I told Mr. 
Livingston that I should write to your Lordship, and whatever you might be pleased to direct should be 
forthwith communicated to him. He declares that there is not the slightest intention on the part of the 
United States to establish themselves in any way on the Falkland Islands but merely to punish the self 
styled Chief for his fragrant insult to the American flag.” 451

“... the despatch was read without undue haste in London, and it was only forwarded in 11 July to R. W. Hay 

for the information of Viscount Goderich, Secretary of State for War and the Colonies.” 452

On the same day, George Slacum writes once again to Secretary Livingston; “As I had anticipated, other changes

have taken place in local government; the two ministries with which I corresponded in the case of the Falkland 

catches, had resigned; the last one, Garcia, did it a few days after he distinguished himself with my suspension 

note. Three new ministers have taken office...” 453

449 The Falkland Islands, &c. &c. Compiled from ten years investigation of the subject G. T. Whitington 1840
450 Pascoe 2020 p.137
451 Charles Bankhead to Lord Palmerston 22 March, 1832 in FO 78/1/169. Also FO 97/35.
452 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.116
453 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.181. This letter also mentioned the departure of Woodbine Parish to London.
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March 22nd, Lord Palmerston writes to Minister Fox in Buenos Aires.

“I herewith enclose Copies of a letter and its Inclosures, recently addressed to my Office by direction of
Viscount Goderich, upon the subject of the Falkland Islands. It appears from this communication that,  
notwithstanding the formal Protest made in 1829 by the British Charge d'Affairs at Buenos Ayres in the 
name of His Majesty by which His Majesty's Right of Sovereignty to the Falkland Islands was distinctly 
made known and declared to the Government of Buenos Ayres, and notwithstanding that the 
Government of Buenos Ayres has not, in reply, attempted to deny that Right, nor alleged any claim of 
Right on its own part, yet nevertheless that Government has made a grant of these Islands to Mr. Lewis 
Vernet, thereby assuming the exercise of a Right which does not belong to it, and infringing upon, and 
violating the just Right of His Majesty. The grounds upon which H.M's Rights of Sovereignty rest have 
already been sufficiently set forth in Mr Parish's Protest of 19th Novr 1829 and it is not necessary for you
on this occasion to repeat them, but you are now instructed, with reference to that Protest, to demand 
from the Government of Buenos Ayres, the formal and immediate Revocation of any Authority or 
Commission which it may have granted to Mr. L. Vernet, or to any other persons, to exercise any 
Powers of Government in the Falkland Islands.” 454

“Britain had had extensive rights in the Falklands for over 60 years, beginning in 1765 ... there had been a 

constant presence of British ships, and the Falklands were important to Britain – they lay on the route to the 

Pacific, along which passed a growing volume of British trade. Britain could not permit a presence by any 

other power, nor the existence of any "nest of pirates".” 455

“Palmerston evidently believed that the "grant" of the islands to Vernet was made subsequent to, and in 

defiance of, Britain's protest of 1829, but in fact his grant of land dated from January 1828, and his 

appointment, whatever its legality, from 10 June 1829 – Britain's protest of 19 November 1829 had been a 

response to his appointment, not the other way around.” 456

March 25th, at Rio de Janeiro, mindful of the allegations being made in Buenos Aires regarding his actions, 

Silas Duncan requests an official inquiry to review his conduct at Port Louis. 

“There were no indications of a national colony authorized by law, nothing but a band of wild and lawless 

adventurers. A German, naturalized in North America, had delegated his powers to a citizen of the United 

States (one Metcalf, from Portland, in Maine), and directed him to seize the vessels, and imprison the persons 

of his own country men; and the principal agent in his outrages against the fisher men was one Matthew 

Brisbane, a British subject. Duncan in tended no insult to the authorities of Buenos Ayres; but under his 

general instructions to protect American commerce and American citizens, he did his duty.” 457

March 30th, in Buenos Aires, Luis Vernet submits a petition to the Foreign Ministry, alleging that he has been 

slandered by George Slacum.

454 CO 78/1/193. Also in Memorandum Respecting the Falkland Islands and Dependencies J. W. Field 1928 paras 74/75. 
Fox delayed execution to observe, so he later said, how the situation with the USA would evolve. It would be September
28, 1832 before a second protest from Britain was presented to Buenos Aires. Palmerston would reluctantly, and with 
little choice, approve of the delay - “on this occasion.” cf. May 31, and September 28, 1832

455 Pascoe 2020 p.137
456 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p122. In fact Vernet's appointment had not been published (gazetted). Only the creation of the 

Political & Military Command had been made known in 1829. Minister Fox would write to Palmerston in May, 1832 to 
correct this misunderstanding, but events had rather overtaken him.

457 Reynolds 1835 p.494
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“... both in his official notes and also extra-judicially in several meetings,.. current information is that 
the said Mr. Slacum is preparing to leave the country. ... I request that the Department of Police and the
Captain of the Port be informed so that the said gentleman is not allowed to leave, either by land or by 
water.” 458

From Rio de Janeiro, Commodore George Rodgers sails in USS Warren, bound for Buenos Aires. Accompanied 

by Lexington and Enterprize. Silas Duncan remains at the US station, awaiting a ship back to the USA.

March 31st, responding to Vernet's petition, the Buenos Airean Auditor General confirms that the complaint of 

slander can proceed. 459

“... Consuls, like Mr. George W. Slacum, enjoy no privilege except to be prosecuted before the ordinary courts of

the country.” 460

April 3rd, Silas Duncan’s February 3rd report reaches Washington. US Secretary of State Edward Livingston 

immediately sends further instructions to Baylies.

“It is proper you should, as soon as possible, know that the President has signified to Captain Duncan 
that he entirely approves of his conduct … You will, therefore, justify the acts of Captain Duncan to the 
Buenos Ayrean Government: …” 461

Secretary Livingston also refers to Vernet’s actions as having; “… no circumstance that can distinguish them 

from piratical acts...” 462

April 4th, Secretary of the Navy, Levi Woodbury writes to Duncan declining to hold an inquiry.

“Under the circumstances detailed in your letter, the President of the United States approves the course
which you pursued, and is much gratified at the promptness, firmness and the efficiency of your 
measures.” 463

Secretary Livingston's January 11th, despatch to Van Ness arrives in Madrid. 464

At Port Louis, Capt. Congar, commanding Superior, arrives back having completed the terms of the contract 

agreed with Vernet in September, 1831. Finding Vernet, Brisbane and Metcalf all gone, and hearing of the visit by

the USS Lexington, Congar sails for New York with his cargo of oil and seal skins. 465

Other sealers and whalers visit Port Louis.

“A number of other vessels arrived, some of which had cargo on board for Mr. Vernet; but not finding any 

person authorized to receive the said cargoes, they obtained supplies and departed. Among the arrivals are 

noted that of the Exquisite, Captain Adam Kelock, of London; who killed the remainder of the sheep and hogs, 

notwithstanding the overseer requested him to forbear: also, the American schooner Antarctic, captain James 

Nash, mounting six guns, and having on board 40 men, …” 466

458 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.182.  
459 Caillet-Boise (1982 p.259 fn.29) notes that the “the indictment did not succeed”.
460 Fitte 1966 p.183
461 Livingston to Baylies April 3, 1832 in Manning 1932 p.14. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.122-123
462 Ibid.
463 US National Archives, Naval Record group 45, M147, microfilm 18
464 Van Ness to Livingston Dispatch No. 34 1832
465 Krumbhaar to Burrows Sept 10, 1832 in AGN VII 132 doc.146. See June, 1832
466 British Packet & Argentine News March 2, 1833 citing a report dated January 30, 1833 signed by the gauchos -  Jose 

Baez, Manuel Ruiz, Mariano Lopez, Mateo Gonzalez and Joaquin Acuña. Nash appears to have been unable to afford 
the price of beef at the settlement and so moved elsewhere to try and take cattle from the wild herds. See below.
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“The number of ships visiting Port Louis seems to have increased considerably after Louis Vernet's departure –

perhaps the news got around that he had gone. … the five gauchos mention eleven visits, by nine individual 

ships;...” 467

April 11th, Commodore Rodgers' squadron arrives off Montevideo.

Matthew Brisbane, still detained aboard Lexington, arranges for papers to be passed to the British Consul in 

Montevideo, Thomas Samuel Hood.

April 12th, Consul Hood writes to Minister Fox in Buenos Aires.

“The American corvette "Lexington", accompanied by another corvette and a schooner, anchored on 
the outskirts of this place, last night; they have brought from Rio de Janeiro their minister for Buenos 
Ayres, and ... I imagine that this squadron has come to this river to intimidate the government of Buenos
Ayres in the matter of the Falkland Islands.” 468

April 15th, with Duncan’s prisoners transferred, USS Warren, escorted by USS Enterprize, sails to Buenos Aires.

USS Lexington remain at Montevideo.

“The arrival of the sloop-of-war Warren, and the schooner Enterprize, in the harbor of Buenos Ayres, 
in the middle of April, produced a sensation in this city, and was the prevailing topic of conversation. 
Some irritation prevailed on account of the summary arrest of the persons acting under Vernet; and as 
the Falkland Islands had been virtually abandoned for many years, it was not known what tone the 
Government of the United States might assume, in relation to the subject of the difficulties.” 469

From Washington, Britain's charge d'affairs reports that the Americans are not in any mood to permit an 

interruption of their perceived fishing rights in the south Atlantic. Meanwhile, Britain's Consul in Montevideo 

informs London that he believes that the Americans are likely to question ownership of the Falklands. He refers 

to rumours that merchants in the USA are attempting to buy out Vernet's partners. 470

April 18th, in Buenos Aires, Luis Vernet writes to the Foreign Ministry.

“... enclosing a Spanish translation of the contract of 8 September 1831 with the captains of the Harriet and 

Superior … He says his demands include the return of the hides illegally removed from what he calls the 

"deposito judicial" (he thus maintains Dickinson's store was functioning as a kind of bonded warehouse to 

store goods until they were released by court decision), and of the "goletilla Malvinera" ("the little Malvinian 

schooner") to her "flag", i.e. to the flag of Buenos Aires. The "goletilla" was the shallop Eagle built by the 

Belleville men, who undoubtedly regarded her as their own propety, and he flag was actually the United States

flag. Vernet says she had been handed to her crew by the captain of the Lexington "without any form of trial" 

("sin forma alguna de proceso"). He calls that act "scandalous", but it was a clear case of the pot calling the 

kettle black, since he himself had seized three ships, sold some of their cargo and taken two of them into his 

service, all without any form of trial.” 471

April 19th, Consul Thomas Hood, responds to Matthew Brisbane.

467 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.129
468 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.186 citing FO 118/28. USS Warren was the other corvette. The schooner; USS Enterprize.
469 British Packet & Argentine News quoted in the New York Spectator July 21, 1832
470 Cawkell 2001 p.59
471 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.129
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“Sir, I have perused the several papers which you sent me to look over, and I am convinced they put you 
beyond any charge of Piratical acts. Whether the Bs Ayres Govt had a right – or not – to nominate a 
Governor of the Falkland islands; Yet nevertheless they did, with or without that Right, appoint Mr 
Vernet, whose appointment has recently been acknowledged in a public Decree, and as you acted under 
his Instructions (copies of which are enclosed, the Originals being for safety retained in my office until 
you require them) your acts of necessity became the acts of the Govt of Bs Ays – which Government is 
bound to see justice done you...” 472

April 24th, at Buenos Aires, after consulting with George Slacum, Commodore Rodgers writes to Don Vincente 

López, the new Foreign Minister at Buenos Aires.

“It seems that before his departure from Buenos Ayres, Captain Duncan wanted to ascertain whether 
the persons indicated were under the authority of this Government; and that without any official 
statement on the matter, ... He, therefore, felt obliged to proceed to the Falkland Islands... After this 
event, the Government of Buenos Ayres has officially declared that the establishment on the Falkland 
Islands was under its special protection; and that the individual in charge of the work was under its 
special authority. Consequently, the Government is responsible for the improper conduct of its 
agents.”473

“The undersigned considers that after this declaration, the persons arrested by Captain Duncan are no 
longer responsible, ... He will therefore set them at liberty, and will put them on shore at Buenos Ayres, 
at the disposal of this government, as soon as he is informed to whom he is to deliver them. The 
undersigned on adopting this measure, proceeds without instruction from his government, but believes 
it will be perfectly in accordance with the sentiments which animate it towards the government of 
Buenos Ayres, and hopes that the minister will consider this act as a proof of his desire to maintain a 
good understanding between both nations. It is not the wish or intention of the undersigned to discuss 
the question pending between the two governments; this he leaves to the agent duly authorized to treat 
upon that and all other matter of negotiation, and whom it is to be expected will shortly arrive at 
Buenos Ayres. In the mean time, the undersigned would extremely regret that any event in the Falkland 
Islands should render it necessary to send a force to those seas, in order to protect the commerce of the 
United States...” 474

Foreign Minister Lopez immediately responds that the prisoners held on Warren should be put ashore – adding 

that; “This Government, penetrated with the justness of its cause, ardently desires the speedy coming of the 

agent, whose approaching arrival is announced by the Commander,...” 475

“… a reciprocation of civilities took place — mutual salutes were fired, and the seven men, arrested by Duncan 

at the Falklands, were surrendered on the ground that they had acted under the orders of Vernet, now 

acknowledged to be an officer of high civil and military rank under the republic” 476

472 Hood to Brisbane April 19, 1832 Montevideo in AGN VII 130 doc 15. Original emphasis. Which papers were viewed is 
not stated, but Brisbane had been very careful to get Vernet's orders in writing when seizing the American ships.

473 Rodgers quoted in Fitte 1966 p.188. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.126
474 Rodgers quoted in the New York Spectator July 21, 1832 citing Rodgers to Lopez 24 April 1832. Written in the third 

person.
475 Lopez quoted in Fitte 1966 p.190
476 Reynolds 1835 p.492
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“... Lopez ordered the adjutant of the Buenos Aires port authority, Pedro Ximénes, to go aboard the Warren, 

receive the prisoners and take them ashore, but not to release them until he had taken from them a detailed 

statement about what they had witnessed in the Falklands and about their treatment aboard the Lexington 

and the Warren.” 477

April 25th, the prisoners are released into the custody of the Adjutant of the Port of Buenos Aires. 

“On Tuesday Captain Cooper, of the sloop-of-war Warren, came on shore with despatches from 
Commodore Rodgers, and on Wednesday the Adjutant of the Port, D. Pedro Jimens (sic), went on board
the Warren, in the Government felluca, to receive the liberated prisoners, ... and at 12 o'clock on the 
same day the Warren fired a salute of 21 guns, with the flag of the Republic at the fore, which 
compliment was immediately returned from the Fort, by an equal number of guns.” 478

Once ashore, depositions are taken from Matthew Brisbane, Jacinto Correa, Dionisio Heredia, José Domingo 

Ballejos, Juan Brazido, Sivestre Núñez and Manuel Antonio González. 479

April 26th, in London, the Foreign Office informs the Colonial Office that Lexington; “... has taken away nearly 

the whole of the settlers from the Falkland Islands, and has brought them to Buenos Ayres.” 480

April 27th, in Buenos Aires, Commodore Rogers is presented to the Governor of the Province. 481

On the same day, Matthew Brisbane has a letter published in the British Packet & Argentine News thanking the 

officers and crews of both Lexington and Warren for his treatment; “Capt. Duncan excepted.” 482

In Paris, Minister of the Navy, Admiral Marie Henri Daniel Gauthier, Comte de Rigny, pens a note to the French 

Foreign Ministry with regard to any outstanding claim France may have to the Iles Malouines.

“… the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, ..., had analysed everything related to the colonization initiated by 

Bougainville and the subsequent sale of the Establishment to Spain. On that occasion, the Minister for Foreign 

Affairs was interested in learning about the deed of cession or transfer. The matter must have been settled, 

because after a note from the Count of Rigny dated April 27, 1832, we have found nothing to suggest that the 

subject continued to be of interest to the Ministry.” 483

April 29th, Tula and Lively arrive in Berkeley Sound; “... where they found the British schooner Exquisite, the 

American schooner Transport under Captain Bray, and the wreck of the American ship Potosi at the entrance 

to Johnsons Harbour on the north shore of Berkeley Sound, where she had been driven ashore during a 

southerly gale.” 484

May 3rd, in Buenos Aires, Luis Vernet publishes a ‘Proclamation’ addressed “To the Public” explaining his 

reasons for seizing the American ships.

477 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.127
478 British Packet and Argentine News April 28, 1832, quoted in the New York Spectator July 21, 1832. See May 22, 1832
479 Documentos Officiales publicados sobre el asunto de Malvinas 1832. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.26. Also 

quoted in full in Fitte 1966 pp.192-197. In November, 1832, the gauchos received 150 pesos each as compensation from 
the Government of Buenos Aires. Brisbane, a foreigner, does not appear to have been included.

480 Shee to Hay April 26, 1832 CO 78/1/161. Apparently informed by the letter from Parish dated February 3, 1832. 
Bankhead's letter of March 20, 1832 was forwarded to the Colonial Office on May 2, 1832.

481 British Packet and Argentine News April 28, 1832, quoted in the New York Spectator July 21, 1832. See May 22, 1832
482 Letter in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.127
483 Caillet-Bois (1982 (6th ed.) pp.346-347 fn.7 citing Archives des Affaires Etrangères, Paris, F'ands Argentine, 

Correspondance politique, vol. 6, fs. 442 to 445 & 446 to 448. See January, 1802 & December, 1832.
484 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.129
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“I had given friendly warnings to American and British vessels: … In proof: the British brig Tula, 
Captain Biscoe, and the Lively, from London, touched at the Falklands in November 1830; the cutter 
Rose, Capt Davis, also from London, in April 1831. The Masters of these three vessels were expressly 
enjoined, on their sailing from England, to respect the Colonists, and not to seal on the Islands.” 485

“In a public announcement regarding the “Lexington” incident, Luis Vernet reports that the English ships 

respected the prohibition on fishing in the jurisdiction of the Falklands/Malvinas and that they had been 

warned to do so by authorities in London.” 486

“Kohen and Rodriguez have misunderstood their source.. Vernet means of course that the masters of the three 

vessels were ordered by Vernet himself that when they next sailed from England. They were to respect the 

colonists and not seal in the islands. The idea that "authorities in London" could have warned British ships not 

to seal in British territory is ludicrous,...” 487

# Researcher's Comment: If Vernet was asserting that these ships had been given warnings by the British 

authorities, he offered no evidence for it. Nor is there anything in the British archives to support such a claim. If 

he was referring to the circular of November, 1830, of which a copy had been given to Parish, both Tula and 

Lively had arrived in Berkeley Sound before Parish had despatched that information to England. Most likely, 

this was just badly written.

Sealer Susannah Anne (Ferguson) returns to Berkeley Sound.

“We had already collected and tamed a considerable number of horses, when the British cutter Sussah 

Ann(sic), Robert Ferguson, master, of London, anchored near the island. The foreman, fearing that from 

ignorance the crew might shoot the tame animals, went on board and informed the master that all the animals

he saw on the said island had been tamed and were private property, consequently that he must not destroy 

any of them. Yet, in spite of this warning, he the next day landed his men from several boats, and killed hogs 

and sheep; but what proved a still greater injury, the fired at the tame horses, killed some and wounded a 

considerable number;…” 488

May 4th, From London, Lord Palmerston instructs charge d'affaires Bankhead, in Washington, to present a 

copy of the 1829 British protest to US Secretary of State Livingston. 489

At Rio de Janeiro, on the same day, USS Peacock anchors with US charge d'affaires Francis Baylies aboard.

“Mr. Baylies ... instead of being instructed, according to the suggestions of the governor of the chamber of 

deputies, to offer reparation and indemnity for Duncan 's act, he was instructed to demand reparation and 

indemnity for Vernet's acts; …” 490

“On his way through Rio de Janeiro he did not stop collecting reports, collecting in passing the Buenos Aires 

newspapers that inserted news related to his mission. He also managed to see a copy of Vernet's manifesto (... 

in a "very rare" English), and although he could only make a superficial reading, he considered it sufficient to 

give the opinion that it was a "series of crudeness and contradictions"…” 491

May 5th, from Washington, Bankhead reports to Palmerston.

485 Ibid. p.132
486 Kohen & Rodríguez 2017 p.130
487 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.132
488 Letter published in the Gaceta Mercatile on Feb 1, 1833. 
489 CO 78/1/172. Also FO 97/35
490 Reynolds 1835 p.494
491 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.267

75



“... information has been received here of a determination on the part of that Republick to support 
Vernet in his assumed Administration, and to protest against the conduct of Captain Duncan of the 
United States Ship Lexington, who inflicted summary punishment upon Vernet and his Adherents for his 
attack and capture of some American merchant vessels. The secretary of State informed me that this 
Government are determined not to submit to the assumption of Buenos Ayres and they are not disposed 
to permit any disruption in the exercise of their lawful Commerce in that part of the world,.. Mr 
Livingston tells me that in a conversation with Mr. Van Buren, your Lordship stated that Great Britain 
did not forgo any Claim which she may have, at former periods, put forward relative to the Falkland 
Islands.” 492

Elizabeth Jane (Nash) arrives back in Port Louis, in need of beef but without the means to pay. 493

“Nash disembarked his men armed with muskets & pistols & himself with his sword drawn conducted them to 

surround the house in which there were only five colonists; notwithstanding that he knew that the head man 

was not there required that they should deliver him up saying that he came to kill him; he then required the 

immediate delivery of 13 bullocks, saying that he would set fire to all the houses if they were not delivered him 

& in this manner he obtained them giving in payment a bill against himself and endorsed with the word 'Paid'. 

The worst is yet to come – he alone with his own hands set himself to shoot the best tame horses, … he shot 

many, wounded many more and had they not run away he would have killed every one in the Island 

establishment – of those wounded several died in the country. The dead horses he skinned & salted...; his men 

entered a house and robbed it of everything they found in it...” 494

May 7th, in London, Rear-Admiral Baker's March report from Rio de Janeiro, is discussed at a meeting in the 

Admiralty. Disturbed by events, the Admiralty requests further information.

“I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you, for the information 
of Viscount Palmerston a copy of a letter from Rear Admiral Baker containing some intelligence 
respecting the discussion pending between the Government of the Unites States and that of Buenos 
Aires, relative to the injuries sustained by American Citizens at the Falkland Islands; together with a 
Copy of a Notice which has been published by a person calling himself the Owner of the East Falkland 
Island. And I am to request that in laying these papers before Lord Palmerston, you will express to him 
their Lordships wish to know, whether the Parties, now in possession, are, under existing Treaties with 
Spain, lawfully entitled to assume possession, & make a settlement on the Falkland Islands.” 495

In Buenos Aires, on the same day, the 10th Legislature of the Province opens with a message from Gov. Rosas.

“Despite the good understanding which the Government attempts to preserve with friendly States, there
has occurred  in the Isla de la Soledad in Malvinas an unfortunate event which excited the indignation 
of the Government and the citizens of this Republic. The commander of the warship Lexington, of the 
United States, violating the most sacred principles of the law of nations, and in the midst of a most 
profound peace, destroyed our establishment with armed force. Although the Government has been and 
is resolved to sustain its rights with firmness, fully persuaded that the Washington Government is not 
capable of approving such a scandalous attack, and that its moderation and justice will impel it to give 

492 Bankhead to Palmerstone May 5, 1832 in FO 97/35/10
493 Exact date unrecorded. See April 4, 1832 above.
494 Report dated January 30, 1833 signed by the gauchos -  Jose Baez, Manuel Ruiz, Mariano Lopez, Mateo Gonzalez and 

Joaquin Acuña in AGN VII 130 doc.54. Pascoe (2022 vol.2 pp.130-131) believes that this report had been 'enhanced' by 
Luis Vernet who took the statement from the illiterate gauchos. 

495 Barrow to Shee May 7, 1832 in PRO FO 6/499 fol.148. Also a version in ADM 1/38 quoted in The Falkland 
Islands/Malvinas: The Contest for Empire in the South Atlantic B. Gough 1992.
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satisfaction appropriate to the dignity of the two Republics, it has resolved to wait for a Minister, who 
according to certain reports, should arrive in this city soon, to deal with this important matter; and it 
proposes to obtain compensation for so great an outrage by the peaceful means suggested by probity, 
good faith and sound reason.” 496

May 15th, Strathfieldsay, en-route from Van Diemans Land to England; “… made the Falklands.” 497

May 16th, from Rio de Janeiro, US charge d'affaires Baylies, writes to a relative.

“At the Englishman's we had the whole diplomatic corps, the French, Austrian, Spanish, etc. In the 
dispute with Buenos Aires they profess to be on our side and seem to view the dispute between BA and 
the US as involving the rights of all maritime nations...” 498

“But the stubborn spirit of the diplomat was far from recognizing how wrong his position was and how false 

his reports. The discussions with Mr. Aston, Chargé d'affaires of S. M. B., would greatly contribute to this. in 

Rio de Janeiro, who told him that the English claims on the Archipelago were not abandoned…” 499

May 18th, from Rio de Janeiro, Francis Baylies writes to Secretary Livingston in Washington.

“... The information from Buenos Ayres is unfavourable. I have seen the British Packet an English 
paper printed there to the last of March which seemed to indicate amongst that people a spirit 
exceedingly hostile to the United States … Were the government and people of Buenos-Ayres like the 
government and people of other nations, I should apprehend from the language of the official acts that 
war was inevitable, but I am inclined to believe that their "point of honour" may be satisfied by loud 
talking and that their anger may evaporate in bluster. My course is a plain one and Capt. Duncan has 
saved me, as I apprehend, some trouble. Without departing from the most rigid rule of national 
courtesy I shall not abandon one title of our maritime right. I understand from Mr. Aston, the British 
Charge here that the claim of Great Britain to the Falkland Islands has never been abandoned, and 
that it has been formally asserted recently. ...” 500

May 19th, USS Peacock, with US charge d'affaires Baylies on board, sails from Rio de Janeiro for Montevideo.

May 22nd, after complaining of feeling unwell, US Commodore Rodgers dies suddenly aboard Warren, while 

still moored in the Rio de la Plata. 501

May 24th, in London, a legal opinion is sought regarding the various claims of sovereignty over the archipelago.

“I am directed by Lord Palmerston to transmit to you the accompanying despatch from His Majesty’s 
Minister at Buenos Ayres giving an account of the proceedings of the Commander of the American ship 
‘Lexington’ at the Falkland Islands in consequence of the seizure of some American vessels by a person
who was acting under an authority from the Government of Buenos Ayres as Governor of those 
Islands…. I am further directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you the enclosed additional 
papers on this subject referring particularly to a claim which H.M. possesses to the Sovereignty of the 

496 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.36
497 ADM 101/69/7. Strathfieldsay was a hospital ship.
498 Baylies to J.E. Wool 16 May 1832 quoted in An American Diplomat Writes About Latin America in 1832 Samuel 

Rezneck in The Americas vol. 28, No. 2 (Oct., 1971), pp. 206-211 
499 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.267. Indeed, Britain's claims to the Falklands had never been abandoned.
500 Manning 1932
501 British Packet & Argentine News May 25, 1832. Rodgers was 45 years old. Interred with full military honours. 

Attended by the Minister of War, General Balcarce, representing Buenos Aires, Minister Fox, Secretary Gore, Consul 
Griffiths, Lieut. Col. Pinedo and Luis Vernet.
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Islands in question and I am to request that you will take the whole of these documents into your 
consideration and report to Viscount Palmerston your opinion whether under all the circumstances of 
the case the American Government would be justified in bringing the British subject Brisbane to trial 
for piracy.” 502

May 30th, after considering the issues, the Lord Advocate, Herbert Jenner, provides an opinion to Palmerston.

“I have perused all the papers transmitted by Sir George Shee, and have the honour to report that, 
Matthew Brisbane, ... appears to have been acting under the authority of M. Vernet the actual Governor
of the Falkland Islands, appointed by the Government of Buenos Ayres under an alleged right of 
sovereignty which they claim over those Islands. It does not appear to me to be necessary, for the 
purpose of the present Question, to enquire whether this claim is well founded, and is capable of being 
maintained or not; it is sufficient, as I apprehend, to exempt Brisbane from a charge of piracy, that he 
was acting, in execution of the order of a regular and acknowledged Government, and in vindication, of
what were conceived to be their Territorial rights; I am therefore humbly of opinion that, under the 
circumstances stated, the Government of the United States will not be justified in bringing Matthew 
Brisbane to trial for piracy.” 503

In Buenos Aires, considering the Confederation’s rights of sovereignty over the Falklands, Minister Vicente 

López writes to Manuel Moreno.

“Nothing has been found to contradict it… No subject of S. M. B. (His British Majesty) has been 
unjustly disturbed by the authorities of this Republic in Malvinas.” 504

May 31st, from Buenos Aires, Fox responds to Lord Palmerston regarding his instructions of March 22nd. 

“The actions of the "Lexington" have now greatly exacerbated the irritation among the inhabitants of 
the city of Buenos Ayres, and the government has since done everything in its power, .., to exasperate 
those feelings instead of placating them. … I have had the honor of receiving from the packet (ship) 
"Briseis" the despatch of His Lordship No. 2. dated March 27, containing copies of the correspondence
between the Office of His Lordship and the Colonial Office concerning the matter of Mr. Vernet and his 
establishment in the Falkland Islands, and ordering me to demand (from) the government of Buenos 
Ayres the formal and immediate revocation of any authority or commission which may have been 
granted to Don Luis Vernet, or to any other person, to execute any power of government in the 
Falkland.” 505

“He pointed out,.. that the proceedings of the United States in the Falkland Islands,.. had greatly altered the 

state of the question, and he considered that it would be more prudent to delay carrying out his instructions 

until he should be able to observe what course the negotiations might take between the Government of Buenos 

Aires, and that of the United States. He observed that M. Vernet’s government and colony had in fact ceased to 

exist, and that there was not the least chance that either he or anyone belonging to him would ever return 

thither. He believed that a demand addressed at that moment to the Buenos Aires Government to renounce 

their pretensions to the Falkland Islands would be laid hold of by them as a means of shielding themselves 

502 FO 83/2227 at 134. Documents provided included the protest presented by Parish in November, 1829; extracts from the
US Presidential message of 1831, together with all the Fox and Bankhead correspondence.

503 Ibid at 136
504 Quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.316 fn.29. No source cited.
505 Quoted in Fitte 1966 pp.204-206 citing FO 115/59 & FO 118/26. Arrived London September 1, 1832.
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from the claims of the Americans, and might thus possibly have the effect of engaging His Majesty’s 

Government in a premature and unnecessary discussion with the Government of the United States on the 

question of the fisheries.” 506

“Fox added a significant footnote to these remarks, to the effect that from the time that the decree in favour of 

Mr. Vernet was first issued, until the event of the seizure of the American vessels, the Buenos Ayrean 

Government (which was in the interval twice revolutionized) had ceased to keep up any communication with 

the Falkland Islands, and had most likely forgotten their existence.” 507

“Mr. Fox reported in May of that same year, … (that), the Buenos Aires government "had ceased to maintain 

communications with the Malvinas and most likely he would have forgotten its existence."..” 508

June 6th, in Buenos Aires, Luis Vernet submits a proposal to the Government for the “re-population” of Soledad 

which, in its  first stages would require the despatch to Port Louis of an officer; “... of known loyalty, 

accompanied by a few soldiers and some artillery pieces and weapons for field hands, these also to be under 

the orders of the officer, ...” Vernet also calls for; “...  twenty gunners and their families, many other women, a 

clergyman, a doctor, a gunsmith and his four dependent employees.” Vernet's plan suggest that the “re-

population” take place during the austral summer, after the vessel which had taken the garrison out had returned

with a report. He also calls for the repopulating of Soledad to be “more complete,” thereby ensuring the, 

“mastery of the Republic in those latitudes.” The costs, Vernet believes, can be set off against the compensation 

that the Americans are certain to pay. 509

“The expenditure required for this important issue was of such a nature that it practically inhibited Vernet 

from carrying it out, since his resources, ..., had been considerably

reduced. Fifty thousand pesos amounted to the sum that the State

had to provide. He also requested to be allowed to remain in Buenos

Aires pending the discussion that would be initiated with the

American commissioner; but he was not disinterested, since he

made available to the authorities all the constructions (trades,

corrals, etc.) existing in Puerto Soledad...” 510

Superior (Stephen Congar), sails into New York. Congar hands his

cargo of seal skins and oil over to the vessel’s owner, Silas Burrows –

valued at $8,500. 511

June 9th, after sitting out bad weather for four days in Peacock, US 

charge d'affaires Francis Baylies is finally able to disembark with his

family at Buenos Aires. USS Warren fires a 15 gun salute. 512

June 10th, from London, Palmerston sends to Bankhead, in

Washington, copies of papers received from Montevideo. 

506 Field 1928 para.75. Quoted in full (in Spanish) in Fitte 1966 pp.204-206 citing FO 118/26
507 Memorandum on the Falkland Islands 1947 in LCO 2/490 citing Fox to Palmerston No.8, 31st May, 1832, F.O. 6/499
508 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.319. No source cited.
509 Ibid. p.284. The relationship between de Maza and Vernet was described as “not cordial.” Referring to their exchanges,

Vernet said; “because of my misfortune he always misunderstands me.” Vernet's proposal does not appear to have 
received an answer.

510 Ibid. p.285
511 Krumbhaar to Vernet October 20, 1832 in AGN VII 130 doc.40. See September, 1831, April, 1832 & September, 1832
512 Fitte 1966 pp.207-208. Portrait of Francis Baylies in the Old Colony Historical Society of Taunton, Massachusetts.
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“His Majesty's Govt indeed denies the Rights of the Buenos Ayres Govt to these Islands, and contend 
that they belong to the Crown of Great Britain. But the goodness or badness of the Claim of Buenos 
Ayres does not appear to affect the Cases of Brisbane and Vernet, and as the former was acting under 
an Authority given by a regular and acknowledged Government, ... he cannot, according to the Law of 
Nations, be treated as a Pirate, for having so acted. I have therefore to instruct you to ascertain the 
intentions of the American Govt., with respect to Matthew Brisbane, and in case they shall have 
determined to bring him to trial under a charge of Piracy, you will make a formal protest against such 
proceeding...” 513

June 12th, in Buenos Aires, Francis Baylies announces his arrival to the Foreign Minister, Don Vicente Lopez; 

who promptly resigns. 514

In Washington, on the same day, Britain's Ambassador presents Secretary Livingston with a copy of the 1829 

protest submitted to Buenos Aires by Woodbine Parish.

“Mr. Livingston desired me to state to your Lordship that the measures which the Govt., of the U. States 
have been obliged to take in this affair, were adopted for the preservation of the lawful commerce of the 
Citizens of the U. States which was so improperly infringed upon by the self-styled Govt. of Vernet.” 515

June 13th, in Buenos Aires, Manuel Vicente Maza, the Justice Minister, takes over the Foreign Ministry on a 

temporary basis. He accepts the credentials of US charge d'affairs Baylies. 516

June 15th, Baylies' accreditation is announced in the official Gazette.

“At last, after a gap of a year since the death of John Murray Forbes on 14 June 1831, the United States had a 

properly accredited diplomatic representative in Buenos Aires.” 517

At Port Louis, gaucho Telésforo Moreno is murdered.

“Telésforo Moreno was an extremely violent man who terrified the other inhabitants and was murdered by 

Pedro Salinas and Mariano López in June 1832.” 518

June 18th, in the city of Buenos Aires, General Balcarse, Minister of War and Marine, attends upon US charge 

d'affaires Baylies at his lodgings; to express his Government's desire that friendly relations with the USA be 

restored.

June 19th, from Port Louis, after effecting repairs, Tula (John Biscoe) and Lively (George Avery) sail.

June 20th, Tula arrives at New Island. Also there is an American ship, Martha. An American whaler John & 

Edward, is anchored nearby. 519

From Buenos Aiures, charge d'affaires Baylies sends a letter to US Secretary Livingston to confirm arrival and 

accreditation. He then writes to the Buenos Airean Foreign Ministry to accuse Luis Vernet, inter alia, of 

interfering in the pursuit of lawful commerce by American citizens; unlawful arrest and detention of American 

ships; the seizure and sale of private property without lawful process; forcing American citizens into slavery 

513 Palmerston to Bankhead June 10, 1832 in FO 97/35/13
514 Baylies to Livingston June 20, 1832 in Fitte 1966 pp.207-208 
515 Bankhead to Palmerston June 13, 1832 CO 78/1/172. Also FO 97/35/15A
516 Manning 1932 pp.98-99
517 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.137
518 Pascoe 2020 p.120
519 Biscoe had lost sight of Lively en-route to New Island. See below.
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under a forcibly imposed contract and the abandonment of seamen on a desolate island. 520 Baylies also accuses 

the Buenos Aires Government of deliberately choosing a time when there was no senior US diplomat available in 

the city, and of singling out the United States for attack.

“... a project was in contemplation involving the destruction of one of the most important and valuable 
national interests of the United States – the whale fishery – for he (Vernet) declared to Captain 
Davison, that it was his determination to capture all American ships, as well as those engaged in 
catching seals, upon the arrival of an armed schooner, for which he had contracted … another 
declaration of the governor, from which an inference is fairly to be deduced, that the citizens of the 
United States were to be selected as the special victims of his power, while the vessels and seamen of 
other nations were to be unmolested, inasmuch as when he was told that the crew of the Adeona, a 
British vessel, had taken many seals on the islands, and even some on the Volunteer Rocks, at the mouth
of the sound on which his establishment was placed, his reply was, "that he could not take an English 
vessel with the same propriety that he could an American."  ... the Undersigned is instructed and 
authorized to say, that they (the USA) utterly deny the existence of any right in this Republic to 
interrupt, molest, detain or capture, any Vessels belonging to Citizens of the United States of America, 
or any Persons being Citizens of those States, engaged in taking Seals, or Whales, or any species of fish
or marine animals, in any of the waters, or on any of the shores or lands, of any, or either, of the 
Falkland Islands, Tierra del Fuego, Cape Horn, or any of the adjacent Islands in the Atlantic Ocean. In
consequence of these repeated outrages on American property and American Citizens, it has become 
the solemn and imperative, but unpleasant duty of the Undersigned, as the Representative of the United 
States of America, to demand in their behalf, a restitution of all captured property belonging to Citizens
of The United States, now in the possession of this Government, or in the possession of Don Luis 
Vernet.” 521

To conclude, Baylies demands; “... a restitution of all captured property belonging to the citizens of the United 

States, now in possession of this Government,  or in the possession of Don Louis Vernet … and ample indemnity

for all other property of American citizens which has been seized, sold or destroyed by said Vernet, or persons 

acting under his orders; and full and ample immunity are reparation for all consequential injuries and 

damages arising therefrom, & full indemnity to all American citizens for personal wrongs, whether from 

detention, imprisonment or personal indignities...” 522

“With respect to the discrimination made by Vernet between English and American vessels, Mr. Baylies said 

"that it might happen that nations would sometimes mistake their rights and attempt to establish sovereign 

jurisdiction over territories not clearly their own, or to which their title might be disputed; and that other 

nations, whose rights might be affected by such assumptions, were not necessarily obliged, in the first instance,

perhaps, to regard acts enforcing such jurisdiction as intrinsically and absolutely hostile, if their operation 

were equal and undiscriminating. But if the citizens or subjects of one nation only are subjected to penalties 

and punishments for violations of sovereign jurisdiction so assumed, while the subjects or citizens of other 

nations, committing the same violations, are unmolested, such partial selection is evidence of hostile feeling, at 

least, in the officer to whom the authority to punish is delegated; and the government which justifies an officer 

who thus favours and spares the one, and punishes the other, when both are in pari delictu, must be considered

as avowing a preference injurious and hostile to the nation which suffers." …” 523

520 Baylies to Livingston June 20, 1832 in British and Foreign State Papers 1832 – 1833 pp.330-336. See 
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/british_and_foreign_state_papers.pdf 

521 Ibid. See also Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.137-139.
522 Ibid. Entirely in line with his instructions. See above.
523 Reynolds 1835 pp.494-495
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“... following his instructions from Washington, he stated that neither Louis Vernet nor Buenos Aires had any 

authority in the Falklands; he demanded compensation for the losses to American ships, and concluded by 

stating that the United States government "utterly deny the existence of any right in this Republic to interrupt, 

molest, detain or capture any vessels belonging to citizens of the United States of America… engaged in taking 

seals or whales", and he demanded the return of all US property.” 524

Finally, Baylies requests that an exequatur be provided to George Slacum so that he can continue to act as 

Consul for the USA until; “... the views of the Government of the United States respecting this question, can be 

ascertained.”

From London, in a letter dated the same day, Argentina's charge d'affaires, Manuel Moreno, writes to his 

government to inform them of the disquiet felt in Britain upon hearing news of the Lexington's raid. 525

June 25th, in Buenos Aires, Minister Maza responds to Baylies; saying that he has placed the charge d'affaires'  

letter before Governor Rosas, who has required Luis Vernet to provide an explanation for his actions. 526

“This communication was answered by the minister of foreign affairs on the twenty-fifth of June, stating 

merely that explanations would be sought from Vernet, on which the governor would form his judgment and 

pronounce, “without pretending to impair the private rights of the citizens of the United States who might be 

aggrieved or injured, or to sacrifice either to exorbitant pretensions those of Don Louis Vernet, and much less 

those public rights which, by the common law of nations, belonged to the Argentine Republic as a sovereign 

and independent state.” No answer was given to the intimation respecting the restoration of the consul.” 527

“Dr. Maza ... had resolved to request extensive explanations from Vernet. ... With this, Dr. Maza established 

himself as a skilled diplomat and zealous defender of national sovereignty. … On the same date, .., the Minister 

addressed Luis Vernet informing him that, by resolution of the Executive Power, he had to answer, one by one, 

the different accusations made by the representative of the United States.” 528

“In bringing Vernet into the discussion, the government were introducing the private interests of a third party 

into the international dispute between the United States and Buenos Aires. Above all, they were still refusing to

either avow or disavow Vernet's actions. In other words, they were playing for time and fudging the issue, 

which Baylies saw at once.” 529

June 26th, unimpressed, Francis Baylies answers Manuel Maza.

“His Excellency has been pleased to inform the undersigned that explanations would be asked of Don 
Luis Vernet:- the Undersigned will take the liberty to say, that as to the substantive matter of the 
complaint no further explanations are necessary, inasmuch as Don Luis Vernet has admitted, in the 
public newspapers of this city, under his own signature, that he has captured American Vessels, which 
admissions cannot be unknown to His Excellency: - neither can it be unknown to him, that the Schooner
Harriet owned by citizens of the United States and captured by the said Vernet, is now detained in this 
Port, by virtue of a process issued by some tribunal within the jurisdiction of this Government. … His 
Excellency has been pleased to say that "the public rights which, by the common law of nations belong 

524 Pascoe 2020 p.137
525 Mentioned in Maza a Moreno septiembre 22, 1832 in Fitte 1966 p.348
526 Maza to Baylies June 25, 1832 in British and Foreign State Papers 1832 – 1833 p.336.  See 

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/british_and_foreign_state_papers.pdf In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 
p.139. See May 10, 1832 below.

527 Reynolds 1835 pp.495-496
528 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.271
529 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.140
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to the Argentine Republic as a sovereign and independent State, he will not pretend to sacrifice":- to 
this the Undersigned can only say, that the Government which he represents has neither the intention or
the disposition to bring into question any of the rights of the Argentine Republic – but they wish to know
distinctly from this Government whether it claims on its part, any right to detain or capture, or in any 
way to molest, interrupt, or impede the vessels or citizens of the United States while engaged in fishing 
in the waters, or on the shores of the Falkland Islands and the other places already mentioned...” 530

“Baylies lost his temper and, obfuscated, therefore tried to direct the discussion to the terrain chosen by him. 

This is the only way to explain his June 26 note. Baylies said that the inquiries announced by Maza were not 

necessary, since Vernet himself confessed to having seized American vessels.  That was enough. On the other 

hand, the US government denied not only Vernet's right to arrest and detain properties or persons engaged in 

fishing in the Archipelago, Tierra del Fuezo, ete. but also the right to authority in the Buenos Aires government 

to do so.” 531

“(Baylies) wanted to address the basic issue of whether the Buenos Aires government had any rights of 

sovereignty in the Falklands and hence any right to uphold Vernet's interference with American ships. The US 

government denied those rights, and Baylies wanted to "know distinctly" what the Argentine government 

considered its rights to be.” 532

June 28th, in the Buenos Airean Criminal Court, the Judge of First Instance, Manuel Insiarte, informs US 

charge d'affaires Baylies that he has ordered the arrest of an American priest, William Torrey, for authorising 

the marriage between Maria Quevedo, a Roman Catholic, and Samuel Fisher Lafone, a Protestant. 533

British sealer Lively, out of London, is wrecked at the Falkland Islands. 534 The crew rescued by the Unicorn 

(Couzins). 535

June 30th, Francis Baylies informs Washington of the initial reaction by the Buenos Airean Foreign Ministry.

“You will doubtless perceive the object.. which is to evade the main question, and to place me in the 
attitude of an accuser of Louis Vernet and so form an issue between him and the United States, and to 
shun the direct issue already formed between our country and Buenos Ayres.” 536

July 4th, Henry Fox introduces himself to Baylies.

“... I consider it to be my duty, as His Brittanick Majesty's Representative in this Republick, and in 
order that no prejudice may be done to the Rights of my Sovereign, to acquaint you, officially, with His 
Brittanick Majesty's Rights of Sovereignty over the Falkland Islands; and with the steps which were 
taken at the proper time, by his Majesty's Government, to assert these rights and prevent them from 
being infringed upon.” 537

530 Baylies to M. V. de Maza Buenos Aires, June 26, 1832 in Colección de documentos oficiales doc.xx. See also Pascoe 
2022 vol.2 p.140 citing Manning 1932 pp.107-108 (emphasis in Manning 1932).

531 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.271.
532 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p140
533 Fitte 1966 p.222. It was forbidden for Protestants to marry Catholics in Buenos Aires. In this case, the couple fled to 

Montevideo. Lafone enters the story of the Falklands in the 1840s. 
534 Morning Advertiser Monday January 7, 1833. Also The Naval Magazine vol.2 1837. Lively's crew were rescued by 

Unicorn (Couzins).
535 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.147-148
536 Manning 1932 p.108
537 PRO FO 78/1/184-186. Also Manning 1932. Fox enclosed a copy of Parish's 1829 protest and its acknowledgement.
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“I found that the American Charge d'Affairs and his Government were already fully aware of, and prepared to 

acknowledge the sovereign Rights of His Majesty;..” 538

July 6th, La Gazeta Mercantil reports on an article in an American newspaper, the Courier & Enquirer of New 

York, which argues that America has rights based on the archipelago's sovereignty being shared between Britain 

and Spain. The editorial in La Gazeta Mercantil is indignant, asserting that such is, 'unthinkable, insolent and 

absurd'. It goes on to claim that 17 American vessels were warned away from the Islands in 1793 and that Britain 

has no rights due to the 1790 Nootka Sound agreement. 539

July 10th, another editorial in La Gazeta Mercantil claims that the United States Government had recognised 

the independence of the United Provinces. Recognition accompanied by a map clearly showing the Falklands as 

part of Argentine territory. 540

On the same day, Foreign Minister Maza responds to the note from Baylies of June 26th.

“When the Undersigned, Minister of Grace and Justice, charged provisionally with the Department of 
Foreign Relations, acknowledged to the Charge d'Affires of the United States, the receipt of his Note 
dated the 20th ultimo, he expressed to him at the same time, that both with respect to the charges 
contained therein against Mr. Louis Vernet, and to the other points to which it referred, His Excellency 
the Governor would discharge his duty in as just and legal manner. ... the Undersigned hopes that 
whatever may be the ideas which the Charge d'Affaires of The United States entertains, respecting the 
conduct of Mr. Louis Vernet at the Malvinas, and the extent of the rights of the Argentine Republic, he 
will be aware that His Excellency the Governor cannot conscientiously form his opinion as to the 
nature of the facts, from isolated assertions, however respectable the party by whom they are advanced 
and that he will much less judge it prudent to separate questions intimately connected,...” 541

“It would seem that the government, although they had probably determined on their course, were puzzled as 

to the mode of proceeding, and the nature of the questions, not knowing exactly whether they should consider 

them as public or private questions. They were anxious for a delay, and probably supposed that they might 

mystify the negotiation by blending the questions, and evading a direct answer to his plain and direct 

inquiries.” 542

From Rio de Janeiro, Rear-Admiral Baker writes to London regarding a rumour that an American warship is to 

be stationed at the Falkland Islands. 543

July 11th, Francias Baylies acknowledges Minister Maza's note of the day before whilst recalling that none of his 

questions had been answered. 544 Baylies encloses a paper he had been working on, with the date of July 10th, 

1832; an exploration of the history of the Islands - together with some consideration of the legal position. 545

“... the Undersigned... will proceed to lay before His Excellency the views which his Government have 
taken of this question – and to present some facts, having relation to the question in issue, for the 

538 Fox to Palmerston October 15, 1832 in CO 78/1/180
539 See 1790 for a detailed examination of the Nootka Sound Accord which, on balance, would seem not to apply to the 

Falkland Islands at all. I can find no evidence of 17 American Ships being challenged by Spanish forces in 1793.
540 Giudici 2011. No evidence was presented to support the assertion. No map referenced. I am unable to confirm this, but, 

it appears that the Buenos Aires Foreign Ministry was leaking stories to the journals.
541 Maza to Baylies July 10, 1832 in British and Foreign State Papers 1831 – 1832 pp.355-356. Also in Fitte 1966 pp.227-

228
542 Reynolds 1835 p.496
543 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.318 fn.36 citing Baker to Elliot July 10, 1832
544 Baylies to Maza July 11, 1832 in  British and Foreign State Papers 1831 – 1832 p.356
545 Baylies to Maza July 10 (delivered July 11), 1832 in British and Foreign State Papers 1831 – 1832 pp. 338-346
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consideration of His Excellency, which he sincerely hopes may produce a happy termination of this 
unpleasant controversy.

To simplify the investigation upon which the Undersigned proposes to enter, he will, in the 
commencement, take the liberty to state the question, in this manner.-

The Argentine Republic claims sovereignty and jurisdiction over the Falkland Islands, Terra del Fuego,
Cape Horn, and the islands adjacent in the Atlantic Ocean, by virtue of having succeeded to the 
sovereign rights of Spain over these Regions. 

As these sovereign rights, thus claimed, are altogether derivative from Spain, the first inquiry naturally 
divides itself into two branches:- 

1st – Had Spain any sovereign rights over the above-mentioned places? 

2nd – Did the Argentine Republic succeed to those rights? 

If it can be shown that Spain had no such rights, the question is terminated, unless the Argentine 
Republic should abandon all title under Spain, and claim an absolute vested sovereignty, original in 
itself. 

If it should be shown affirmatively that Spain had such rights, then it must be as clearly shown that the 
Argentine Republic succeeded to them; and if that can be shewn, then it must also be shewn that the 
Argentine Republic had authority to capture and detain American vessels and American citizens 
engaged in the Fisheries at those places, without notifying the American Government, or its 
Representative here, officially, of such assumptions and such claims. ... if it be hypothetically admitted 
that the full and entire right of sovereignty was possessed by Spain – has Spain renounced it? Has 
Spain ever, by any acknowledgment whatever, yielded the rights which she once possessed? Has Spain, 
as yet, relinquished by any formal Act or acknowledgment any part of her claim to supreme dominion 
over these islands? If the rights of Spain are dormant they are not extinct;...

Is it not a truth that Paraguay, one of the Provinces of the ancient Vice Royalty, has even refused to be 
united to Buenos Ayres, and has always remained a separate and independent Government? The 
ancient Vice Royalty of the Rio de la Plata is now divided between several distinct Nations, having no 
dependency on each other - exercising all the powers of Sovereignty within their own limits, 
uncontrolled - and, with respect to the Argentine Republic, or the Province of Buenos Ayres, as entirely 
foreign and independent, as is the Republic of the United States of America. …  If, then, the sovereign 
rights of Spain to those Southern Islands, descended to the ancient Vice Royalty of the Rio de la Plata, 
by virtue of the Revolution - and if that Vice Royalty is now divided into several Sovereignties, 
independent of each other; to which one of these several Sovereignties shall these rights be assigned P 
Where are the title deeds of the Argentine Republic? Where are the releases, of the other Nations of the 
Vice Royalty, to that Republic? ...

The Undersigned is well aware that the pending question involves important principles; and, although 
he may be satisfied as to the extent and character of the rights of The United States and the Argentine 
Republic, yet he freely admits that every Nation must decide, for herself, on all questions touching her 
dignity and her Sovereignty.

 If the Argentine Republic can shew conclusively, that Spain was possessed of rights over the Falkland 
Islands, Tierra del Fuego, Cape Horn and the Islands adjacent in the Atlantic Ocean, of such a high 
and sovereign character as to justify the exclusion of the Citizens of the United States of America from 
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the Fisheries there; if this Republic can shew that Spain has relinquished, renounced, or in any way 
lost her sovereign rights to the Regions above-mentioned, and that such Sovereignty has become 
absolutely vested in herself; and if she can further shew that, having acquired such rights, and being 
about to exercise them, by inflicting penalties and forfeitures upon the persons and property of the 
Citizens of a friendly Nation, for exercising privileges which they had been long accustomed to use - 
she is justified in withholding all official notice of the acquisition of such rights, and of her intention so
to exercise them, from the Government or the resident Representative of such Nation - then, although 
the American Government might have some reason to complain of unceremonious and unfriendly 
treatment, there might, perhaps, have been no cause of complaint, on the ground of a violation of 
positive rights.” 546

“On the eleventh of July he addressed a cool and dispassionate note to the minister of foreign affairs, 

accompanied by an argument which embraced, in extenso, all the topics in dispute.... He then proceeded to 

discuss the nature of the title which civilized nations acquired over countries not inhabited, or inhabit ed only 

by savages, by prior discovery, taking formal possession, and by prior occupation. This branch of the 

argument was extended to a considerable length,... He then carefully traced the progressive discovery of these 

islands. … He contended, that if long and uninterrupted use could impart a right, the right of the United States 

was unimpeachable; and to prove that the right may be so acquired, he cited Vattel, book i., ch. xxiii., Ø 287, 

where it is laid down as a rule, that if a nation has once acknowledged the common right of other nations to 

use fisheries on its own coasts, it cannot afterward exclude them: the fishery was then left in its primitive 

freedom, at least, with respect to those who had been accustomed to take advantage of it; and so the English 

not having originally taken exclusive possession of the herring-fisheries on their coasts, it has become common 

to them with other nations.” 547

“... the mistakes, errors and inaccuracies of the exposition made by the United States charge d'affairs Mr. 

Baylies, who was passionate in his desire to cover up the violent and offensive procedure of Captain Duncan in 

1831, becoming in fact the officious advocate of British pretensions, under the interested influence of Sir W. 

Parish, then at Buenos Aires.” 548

“In a long note to the Argentine Government… Mr. Baylies … entered into an examination of the historical facts

relating to the claims to sovereignty over the Falkland Islands based on prior discovery and acts of possession 

and occupation in an argument which called into question the Argentine, and tended rather to prove the 

British, title to the islands. … It is probable that the facts on which Mr. Baylies based his historical argument 

regarding the question of sovereignty were derived from information available at Buenos Aires and not from 

his own Government…” 549

Baylies attaches a copy of the British Protest of November, 1829. 550

“Mr. Baylies thought this protest must have been overlooked, when Don Tomas Manuel de Ancherona, the 

former minister of foreign affairs, had asserted, in his correspondence with the American consul, that, until 

546 In the main, the US charge d'affaires raised questions rather than attempting to answer them, although the implication 
was self evident – that Argentina's claims of sovereignty were by no means certain. For the full letter from Baylies to 
Maza see - https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/british_and_foreign_state_papers.pdf  pp.338-355.

547 Reynolds 1835 pp.497-498 & p.504
548 De Quesada a Bayard, 4 de Mayo de 1887 in Memoria de Relaciones Exteriores presentada al Honorable Congreso 

Nacional en 1887, Buenos Aires, 1887 pp.201-278. In fact, Woodbine Parish had left Buenos Aries some months before 
Baylies arrived. The two never met.

549 Orchard 1928 in FO 371/12736/324. cf. 1839 & 1928
550 In full in British and Foreign State Papers 1831 – 1832 pp.338-355.
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then, nobody had questioned the rights of the Argentine Republic; for he had in his possession a copy of the 

official acknowledgment of its receipt, also communicated to him officially by the British envoy. We have 

always thought that it was a silly and unfounded censure cast upon our chargé, in the government newspapers

of Buenos Ayres, for this exposé of the British title. He stated nothing, as we can perceive, but historical facts, 

of such notoriety that no British statesman could have been presumed to be ignorant of them. It seems his 

object was to persuade the government of Buenos Ayres, that their title to the Falklands was not so indubitable 

as they supposed, for the purpose of inducing them to relinquish the high ground which they had taken against 

his country, and therefore he gave them a view of the strength of the British title; and they, in their wisdom, 

instead of placing his argument with the British protest in the secret places of their archives, thought proper to 

publish it; and then, through the medium of their newspapers, charged their own imprudence upon him!” 551

July 12th, at Britain’s Rio de Janeiro Station, Rear-Admiral Baker issues orders for French ships of war to be 

watched. In case they attempt to use the American-Argentine dispute as an excuse to re-establish themselves on 

the archipelago. 552

“We continue tranquil in Buenos Ayres, and in fact in all of the provinces of the Argentine Republic. 
The chief political topics which now occupy public attention here are the dispute with the Americans 
respecting the Falkland Islands, the late revolution at Monte Video and the refusal of this government 
to receive Monsieur La Foret, as Consul of France to this republic. The Government of Buenos Ayres 
insist upon their right to the Falkland Islands, and that satisfaction shall be given to them for the 
hostile proceeding of the United States sloop of war Lexington, at these islands. The American Charge 
d'Affaires here has taken rather high ground upon the subject, not at all pleasing to the authorities of 
Buenos Ayres.” 553

July 24th, from Buenos Aires, Baylies writes to Secretary Livingston outlining the actions he has taken.

“I have no hope of bringing the issues in dispute to a favorable outcome. There have been so many 
evasions, and there is such a disposition to defer and avoid direct answers to the main questions, which
in my opinion the clearest exposition of national rights, and the strongest calls to their sense of justice, 
will be despised and neglected by this Government, and while they ratify all the atrocities of Vernet, 
they do not have the audacity to sustain it with direct support or with an open recognition. Their aim at 
the present is to delay the case,... If I am not given a definitive answer to my frank and direct request 
within a reasonable time, I will ask for my passports.” 554

In a second letter marked 'Private & Confidential' Baylies gives a range of views on the situation in the country. 

“Rosas is now the Chief of this Republic of Buenos Ayres, and by a decree of the Legislature is invested 
with dictatorial powers. He has no knowledge either of international or even municipal law and no 
acquaintance even with common forms of public business. Reared amongst the cattle and the Gauchos 
it is his influence over the latter and the patronage of the Anchorenas which has elevated him to his 
high station.” 555

Previously authorised to negotiate a commercial treaty, Baylies states that he opposes the notion.

551 Reynolds 1835 p.503
552 Gough 1992
553 London Evening Standard Friday October 5, 1832 citing “... a letter has been received at the North and South 

American Coffee House, from the agent at Buenos Ayres, dated the 17th July.”
554 Baylies to Livingston July 24, 1832 in Fitte 1966 p.244.
555 Baylies to Livingston (Private & Confidential) July 24, 1832 Manning 1932 pp.132-133

87



“… for we should abide by it, and they would consider the violation of a treaty no greater offence than 
a lie told by schoolboy. With the Bey of Tripoli or the Emperor of Morocco we might for a time maintain
unviolated the provisions of a Treaty but with these people if a temporary advantage could be gained 
they would violate a treaty on the day of its ratification.” 556

Finally Baylies notes:

“It has been currently reported for a fortnight that the Sarandi, a small vessel of war mounting 6 or 8 
Guns was fitting... This morning the report has assumed a new shape and it is now confidently said that
she is to proceed to the Falklands for the purpose of resuming possession and capturing American 
vessels.”

“Baylies now knew that the Argentinians had no intention of reaching an amicable solution with the United 

States; they were intending to resume their activities in the islands and carry on capturing American ships, 

thus escalating the dispute. Argentina and the United States were on a collision course.” 557

In the evening, Francis Baylies is formally introduced to the Governor of the Buenos Aires province – General 

Don Juan Manuel Rosas. 

July 25th, Baylies writes to his brother-in-law, General Wool, Inspector-General of the US Army.

“Be assured that this office of mine has been no sinecure. I have but little expectation, and never had 
much, of bringing my negotiations to a favorable issue. There is such a total destruction of all sense of 
public justice – such childishness – and infirmity of purpose amongst these people that even the 
Brazilian minister told me this day that the people and Government were no better than Barbarians! 
However, the interests of the United States have not suffered in my hands as you will see,... It is 
consonant neither to the interests or the dignity of the United States to be trifled with, and these people 
entertain a notion that the character and temper of the people and the government of the US are so 
eminently pacific that they will submit to everything short of direct insults to preserve peace. 

They have already had one lesson and ere long they will have another. … There is here neither law or 
liberty – no sense of national honour or national justice or national dignity – a kind of schoolboy 
government with all the mischief and non of the ingenuity of schoolboys.  A Republic with a dictator – a
nation with a population of 140,000 – pretending to own colonies at the distance of 1000 miles with one
vessel of war mounting 6 Guns and four merchant schooners – a burlesque upon everything that is 
connected with national greatness or national dignity.” 558

August 4th, in Britain, the Colonial Office are informed that the Admiralty intend to send a ship to Egmont.

August 6th, Francis Baylies writes again to the Foreign Ministry, reminding them that he has already sent three 

letters outlining his country's complaints and demanding that he be informed of the position of Buenos Aires.559 

Baylies also writes to Washington to remind them that he has not received any instructions regarding ex-Consul 

George Slacum. Baylies mentions, almost in passing, that he is preparing to leave.

“... since it has been nearly a month since I have received any communication from this Government, I 
have thought it right to address them ... If it is not answered within a week, or if the answer is not 

556 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.252
557 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.146
558 Baylies to Wool July 25, 1832 in Rezneck 1971
559 Baylies to Livingston August 6, 1832 in British and Foreign State Papers 1831 – 1832 p.356
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satisfactory, I will ask for my passports, unless within that period different additional instructions 
arrive,..” 560

In a footnote, the US charge d'affaires notes that there has been a public announcement that Governor Rosas is 

to step aside temporarily due to illness. His powers delegated to Ministers.

August 7th, the Admiralty sends drafts of its orders to the British Foreign Office for approval; including one for 

Rear-Admiral Baker requiring that one of His Majesty's ships visit the Falkland Islands annually.

 “... for the purpose of keeping and maintaining the Sovereign Rights of His Majesty over those 
Islands.” 561

Tula (John Biscoe) returns to Port Louis.

August 8th, perturbed by the attitude of Baylies, the Buenos Airean Foreign Minister writes directly to US 

Secretary Livingston, regarding the withdrawal of Slacum's exequatur. 562

“... the Protest of Mr. Slacum was as extravagant as it was foreign to his Consular functions. …  he 
could no longer be a proper organ to promote the interests of his Country; he could no longer be 
admitted in his public character without wounding the dignity of the Argentine Republic, nor without 
acting in opposition to the opinion of its Citizens, and consequently diminishing that confidence which 
it is the duty of the Authorities to inspire. Acting upon this principle, on the 14th of February, it notified
to Mr. Slacum the suspension of all Official
Communication with him ...” 563

“Upon what grounds did Mr Slacum question the rights
of Buenos Aires? Does he not know that the Falkland
Islands and coasts of Patagonia with the others adjacent
to Cape Horn were comprehended within the territory
laid out by the Kings and Queens of Spain as the former
Vice Royalty of La Plata which the wishes and valour of
its citizens have since erected into an Independent
Republic?” 564

“Maza... wrote on 8 August direct to Washington, explaining

that the government had intended to send a minister to

Washington to explain the breach of official contact with

Consul Slacum, but … the news of President Jackson's State

of the Union Address of 6 December 1831, announcing that a

minister was to be sent to Buenos Aires to enquire into what

had happened in the Falklands, had induced the Buenos

Aires government to await the arrival of the minister (ie

Baylies himself). In doing so, the government had assumed 

560 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.257
561 Eliot to Sir George Shee Aug 7, 1832 in PRO 6/499 f.168-169
562 Daniel Brent tersely acknowledged receipt on October 18, 1832, but did not otherwise respond. cf. Manning 1932
563 Quoted in British & Foreign State Papers 1831-183 pp.358-364. Different translation in Manning 1932 pp.142-143. 

See Fitte (1966 pp.258-263) for what is likely to be the Spanish original.
564 Quoted in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.152 citing Manning 1832 pp.142-143. The map above reveals the three Spanish 

Viceroyalties, none of which included Patagonia, although East Falkland Island was supported by Buenos Aires from 
1776 until 1806, after which it fell to the Spanish navy at Montevideo until 1811. cf. 1740, 1776, 1806 & 1811
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that as soon as the minister had ascertained the facts he would accept the justice of the treatment of Slacum, 

instead of which he had demanded Slacum's reinstatement.” 565

August 10th, as requested, Luis Vernet submits a report to the Foreign Ministry. 566

“Your Excellency has been pleased to furnish me with a Copy of a series of Charges which Mr. Baylies, 
Charge d'Affaires of The United States, in his Note of 20th of June, has brought forward on the opening 
of the Negotiations relative to the Malvina Islands; to the end, that, informing myself of its contents, I 
may reply in a manner at once clear, frank and diffuse. It is gratifying to me to find summed up all the 
Charges directed against me, and to have thus afforded me an opportunity to rebut them at one and the 
same time; removing, perhaps, by this means, the principal obstacles the Government may have to 
encounter in the progress of the Negotiations now commenced. In the execution of this agreeable and 
delicate task,.. I shall not allow myself to be carried away by resentments, however just, ... Long, 
indeed, is the list of accusations which the Charge d'Affaires brings against me. To proceed distinctly, I 
shall compress them to what is essentially necessary, and present them in a reduced but correct point of 
view.” 

In the first part of his report, Vernet identifies 9 'charges' taken from the original letter sent by Frances Baylies, 

and deals with each in turn in the first part of his report: 1) that Harriet was taken illegally and stripped of its 

provisions; 2) forcing the Captain of Breakwater to go to Rio de Janeiro; 3) that the captain and crew of 

Superior were forced into Vernet's private service against their will; 4) that the crew of Harriet were forced to go 

to Rio de Janeiro; 5) that seven men of Superior's crew were abandoned on the Isla de Estados; 6) that Vernet 

had 'seduced' American seamen from allegiance to their country; 7) the imprisonment of four members of the 

crew of Belville and illegal seizure of their seal skins; 8) an intention to destroy the American whaling and sealing

industry in the Falklands whilst ignoring that of the British; 9) that the USA was not notified of the 1829 decree.

“Had I confined myself, .., to capturing the Vessels and bringing them to trial, I would have acted 
within the limits of my duty. And what else have I done, Excellent Sir? The imprisonment of various 
Individuals and the sending the Superior to the southward, were, .., acts at once just, necessary, and 
even beneficial to the Americans themselves. But, if the Charge means to say by this, that I ought to 
have limited myself to the mere capture of the Vessels, and that I ought not, as Governor, to adopt any 
measures of police and security, even when I saw the Colony in evident danger; that neither ought I, as 
Director of a Colony, to enter into mercantile speculations, he doubtless forgets the primary rights and 
duties of a Government, as he also forgets that, in my character of Director, I could undertake 
commercial operations. The imprisonment, contracts, and other measures resorted to, subsequently to 
the capture of the Vessels, were necessary consequences of the bad conduct of Davison, likewise 
subsequent to the said capture. But, with respect to the Vessels, I did no more than what the Charge 
d'Affaires says I ought to have done. I did not confiscate them; I only captured and detained them, 
sending them for trial to Buenos Ayres, where an American Consul resided, who would take cognizance 
of the business; and, besides, I brought here Captain Davison, who, according to the Contract, was to 
answer, on the trial, for both Vessels. This is the way in which I acted. ...” 567

Vernet's report then moves to make more general observations on history and the 'law of nations.' 568

565 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.151
566 See British & Foreign State Papers 1831-1832 pp.369-436 where an English language version can be found (available 

online). A Spanish language version is available in Fitte 1966 pp.273-319. For a transcription see 
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/1832-report-vernet.pdf 

567 Ibid. pp.390-391
568 Ibid. pp.399-436. Part of this report is alleged to have been written by Dr. Valentin Alsina, an official in the Foreign 
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“... having concluded my Report in the part which was enjoined me, may I be allowed, as a Citizen of 
the Republic, and as directly interested in the results of this important Controversy, to manifest my 
opinion and the foundation whereon it rests, with respect to the great question which is about to be 
submitted to the imposing Tribunal of the Civilized Nations? I speak of the question of the right of the 
Argentine Republic to the Malvina Islands and their Adjacencies, and to the Coasts of the Continent as 
far as Cape Horn, If the Government of The United States, or any other, deny the existence of that right,
on your Excellency devolves the easy duty of demonstrating it to the World. Your Excellency will 
doubtless do so, and perhaps will find of some use the information which I proceed to communicate, 
moved principally by the strange denial which the Charge d'Affaires had made of the aforesaid right... 

The English, French, and Dutch, either avowedly or under pretexts, endeavored at various times to 
establish themselves in, and make themselves Masters of, many Points, more or less important, 
belonging to the extensive possessions of Castile, especially in the Islands and Eastern Coasts of the 
Continent. The rich West India Islands presented an abridged representation of the conduct and system 
of acquiring pursued by Europe. He who seized on an Island was its owner, till he was in his turn 
ejected, in order to become again possessor; … And in the uncertain legislation which this tumultuous 
series of reciprocal usurpations formed, can we perchance find the true rules of the modes by which 
Nations acquire Dominion? No: we must look for them in the immutable principles of the Law of 
Nations. This Law was infringed by those appropriations; but it had preceded them, and therefore 
condemned them. It existed at the time of their execution, and in despite of them; and it now exists — 
now that the Nations, without repenting of their former acts, wish at least, from respect to public 
opinion, to appear as regulating by it their present conduct. ... 

3rd, That the means of acquiring, which Puffendorf calls originary (sic), that is, the discovery and the 
occupation, or actual and permanent possession, with intention to retain, — are not the only ones. A 
Nation can besides acquire over a Territory a Dominion which belonged to another, either by 
inheritance, by cession, by sale, by exchange, or by Treaty. 

4th, That the strongest and clearest of these rights, is that which proceeds from the existence of another,
as in the cases of cession, exchange, &c, in which the right of one Nation passes to another, whether 
this right may have originated in possession, or in any other manner. 

5th, That this most valid title may, by being united to others, become still stronger, as in the case of a 
Nation making the first discovery of a Country, and taking actual possession of it; and another, which 
has pretensions to it, ceding the rights it may have, in favor of the former. 

6th, That the Nation which, in any manner, acquires Dominion over a District, and abandons it with the
intention to return, manifested by facts, such as leaving a part of its Establishment, letting the 
Settlements remain standing, or leaving other things of which it stood in need, and might have taken 
away, &c. &c v soil preserves that Dominion. 

7th, That when a Nation acquires, by any of the aforesaid means, a Territory washed by the sea, it 
acquires, ipso facto, the Dominion over the Coasts, Ports, Islands, Gulfs, Fisheries, and all their 
Adjacencies. ... 

Thus the dominion of Spain over the whole extent of the Coast is founded on its discovery, on the first 
and exclusive permanent occupation of it, and on continual and repeated acts of Sovereignty, exercised 

Ministry. See Rosas, Las Malvinas y Nuestras Desmembraciones Territoriales Alfredo Ortiz de Rozas 1948 in Revista 
del Instituto Rosas no.13. The style changes a little at this point and may mark the influence of Alsina. Where opinions 
as to historical events have been given, I have placed those comments within this work at the appropriate date.
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under the eye of all Nations, without any having called it in question; all, on the contrary, having 
acknowledged it. ... 

From 1774 onward, Spain was the exclusive Mistress of all the Islands — no Nation disputed her rights
— none dared to establish itself in the Archipelago — she legislated over it, and exercised without 
interruption, Acts of Sovereignty, which were respected by Foreign Countries. … In conformity with 
these same principles, it is evident that Spain possessed the right to prohibit Foreigners from the 
enjoyment of the advantages afforded by these Islands, and of punishing, discretionally (sic), those who 
might infringe her regulations. 

It is clear, then, that all these rights passed to the Nation which had succeeded to Spain in the 
Sovereignty over those Regions. It would be both useless and ridiculous to lose time in demonstrating 
that, from the moment the Argentine Republic became an Independent Nation, it acquired and legally 
appropriated to itself all those rights formerly possessed and exercised over its Territory by Spain. … 
To which could it belong, if not to that to which they are indissolubly bound by nature? … It cannot, 
therefore, be denied that the Argentine Nation succeeded to Spain in the Dominion over the Malvina 
Islands, on separating herself from that Country in 1810. …

In 1820, the Government of Buenos Ayres took formal and solemn possession of the Malvinas, in the 
person of the Colonel of its navy, Mr. Daniel Jewitt. … Jewitt took possession, firing a salute of 21 
guns, with the artillery which he landed...” 569

Vernet also refers to a suggestion that the United States had inherited rights in the Falklands from Britain. 

“I will call to recollection that some Journals of The United Slates have affirmed that that supposed 
right was inherited. No such inheritance, however, does exist or has existed; 

1st, because England, from which alone they could have derived it, is destitute of it, as has been shewn; 

2nd, because when Spain conceded to England the Fishery at the distance of 10 leagues, she did not 
concede it to The United States, which already formed another Nation; 

3rd, because even did the Malvinas belong to His Britannic Majesty, The United States, by the Treaty of 
October 20th 1818, engaged not to fish within 3 miles of the Coasts, Ports, &c, of His Britannic 
Majesty in America; 

4th, because, although there had been nothing of this, it is inconceivable how this right should descend 
to The United States, and remain at the same time with England, who claims it, according to Mr. 
Parish's Protest; 

5th, because it is a political absurdity to pretend that a colony which emancipates itself, inherits the 
other territories which the metropolis may possess. If that singular doctrine were to be found in the 
code of nations, the Low Countries, for example, on their independence being acknowledged, in 1648, 
would have succeeded to Spain in her rights to America; and in the same manner, the United States 
would have appropriated to themselves the British possessions in the East-Indies. Inheritance, indeed! 
the United States did not inherit the rights of England in Newfoundland, notwithstanding its 
contiguity; and are they to inherit those which she may have to the Malvinas, at the southern 
extremity of the continent, and in the opposite hemisphere.” 570

569 Ibid. This is the first known acknowledgment of Jewett's actions in 1821. cf. 1820, 1821 & 1829
570 British & Foreign State Papers 1831-1832 p.432. My emphasis.
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“The writer..., in his haste to attack the United States of America for an assertion made by one of their 

journalists, to the effect that the United States inherited from Great Britain a claim to fish around the 

Falklands, must have overlooked the simple fact, that his arguments were even more applicable to Buenos 
Ayres than they were to the United States of North America.” 571

August 13th, from Washington, Minister Bankhead writes to Lord Palmerston to confirm that he had raised the 

matter of the imprisonment of Matthew Brisbane, and been informed that the Commodore of the American 

Squadron at Rio de Janeiro was returning Brisbane to Buenos Aires. 572

August 14th, Vernet's report is sent to Baylies, accompanied by a letter from the Foreign Minister.

“All irregularity, injustice, insult and violence have therefore been on the part of Messrs. Slacum and 
Duncan but the more especially on that of the latter, for having carried to the last extremity his 
grossness and ferocity, destroying with unspeakable inhumanity and perfidy the Colony of Malvina 
Islands. … 

In the presence of such evident and scandalous aggressions, which do not admit of doubt or denial, it 
becomes the duty of the Government of this Province, acting for itself and as charged with the Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic, to demand, before all things, from the Government of the United States of 
America the most prompt and ample satisfaction for such outrages, and full redress and reparation to 
the Argentine Republic, to Commandant Vernet, and to the Colonists under his jurisdiction in the 
Malvina Islands, for all the damages and losses of whatever nature they may be, which they have 
suffered and are suffering in consequence of the aggressions committed by Captain Duncan …” 573

“The Undersigned (Maza) has orders to make it known to Mr Charge d'Affaires of the United States of 
North America, that, until this Government obtains (prompt & complete satisfaction, reparation & 
indemnification), it will not enter into discussion on any of the other points...” 574

“On the fourteenth of August the minister transmitted to Mr. Baylies a long memorial of Vernet, who was then 

for the first time styled "Political and Military Commandante of the Falk land Islands," accompanied with a 

communication of an extra ordinary character, in which the chargé was accused of attempting to change, by a 

violent effort, the ground of negotiation, for the purpose of keeping out of view "the daring and cruel outrage 

committed at the islands by Mr. Duncan;" and then followed a long train of abusive epithets, in which Duncan 

was berated in the most exaggerated and hyperbolical style. The minister declared that the perfidy, ferocity, 

black anger, and barbarity of the American commander, and the enormity of his outragé, attacking the 

settlement by surprise and with deception, like a highway robber or pirate, had excited universal 

astonishment, wounded intensely the honour and dignity of the two republics, outraging and insulting the 

Argentine nation, and tarnishing the credit and reputation of the United States. Vernet was likened to one who 

had been robbed, and had caught the robber with the booty in his hands. The minister, in an awkward attempt 

to identify Duncan with his country said, “such conduct would not have been practised by respectable nations, 

as England and France: it could only have taken place by an ignoble abuse on the part of the powerful against 

the weak, or among barbarous people, who know no law but the dictates of their passions, nor resort to other 

means of obtaining reparation of real or feigned wrongs than those of a blind and ferocious vengeance." To 

complete the catalogue of Duncan's offences "he had the audacity to address an official note to the minister in 

571 FitzRoy 1839
572 Fitte 1966 p.267 citing FO 5/273
573 Maza quoted in British and Foreign State Papers 1831-1832 p.364
574 Maza quoted in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.154 citing Manning 1932 pp.149 ^ pp.150-152
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an uncivil and impolite manner." The consul was complained of "for occupying himself, in extemporaneous 

and unresonaable matters greatly above his authority — and of adopting a tone which did not comport with 

the respect and modesty with which the government of a sovereign state ought to be addressed. Disorder, 

therefore (says the minister), injustice, insult, and violence, have been on the side of Messrs. Slacum and 

Duncan, but especially on that of the latter, he having carried his turpitude and ferocity to the last extremity – 

destroying, with unspeakable inhumanity and perfidy, the Falkland Island colony. They have openly 

contemned, depressed, and outraged the dignity of the Argentine people – with a manifest stain upon their 

own nation and government." The minister then proceeded to demand, "before any thing else, prompt and 

complete satisfaction, reparation, and indemnification for these outrages, not only for the Argentine Republic, 

but Commandante Vernet and the colonists;" and until such satisfaction, reparation, and indemnification were

obtained, he assured the charge that the government would not enter on the discussion of any of the points 

comprehended in his notes – "and, in the meantime, would exercise their rights in such manner as they might 

esteem convenient."...” 575

At Montevideo, Capt. Hamilton of David, sends a report to Admiral Baker in Rio de Janeiro. Warning him that 

the Americans are intending to station a schooner of war off the Falkland Islands. 576

August 18th, in Buenos Aires, Francis Baylies sends a short note to the Foreign Ministry. 577

“The Undersigned has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Note of His Excellency the 
Provisional Minister of Foreign Affairs, dated the 14th instant. A Communication addressed to his 
Excellency which accompanied the Note, appearing to be a Memorial of Lewis Vernet, is returned. 
Having no authority to stipulate that reparation shall be made to Lewis Vernet or to the Argentine 
Republic, for the acts of the Commander of the Lexington at the Falkland Islands; and being expressly 
directed by his own Government to justify those acts, - the Undersigned must yield to that alternative 
which His Excellency has made imperative; and, as his continuance here would be useless to his 
Country, he asks Passports for himself and his family. He relies on His Excellency for the necessary and
usual facilities for embarking his personal effects and the Library and archive of the Legation.”

“(Baylies) considered the Buenos Aires Minister's declaration as closing the door against further negotiation, 

and consequently felt his presence in this country to be no longer useful or proper...” 578

“Mr. Baylies did (act) wisely in returning it, and declining, on behalf of the United States, the honour and the 

privilege of presenting them as a party versus Louis Vernet, before the Argentine government, acting as judges

and umpires, especially as that government had called Vernet into their councils, and submitted the 

correspondence of the department of foreign affairs to his inspection.” 579

“Mr. Baylies declined to accept the document drawn up by Lewis Vernet, and not being authorised to make 

reparation for the acts of the 'Lexington,' but being expressly directed by his Government to justify those acts, 

he asked for his passports.” 580

Completely taken aback, Foreign Minister Maza asks Baylies to see him. 

575 Reynolds 1835 pp.506-507
576 PRO FO 6/499. Rumours abounded. See below.
577 Baylies to Maza August 18, 1832 in British and Foreign State Papers 1831-1832 pp.436-437
578 Fox to Palmerston October 15, 1832 CO/78/1/177
579 Reynolds 1835 p.509
580 Orchard 1928 in FO 371/12736/324
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“I am afraid this vexed Falkland Island question is going to become serious. Mr. Baylies and the Government 

are at direct issue, and he has asked his passports. The Government has asked for a personal interview, .., and 

then we shall know whether we are to go to war or not.” 581

“Mr Baylies had demanded his passport, but the Governor had requested a personal interview, ... It was said 

that matters had proceeded so far that Admiral Brown had applied to Government for two schooners, to attack

the United States' sloop of war Lexington, lying in the river.” 582

August 19th, Francis Baylies sends copies of Maza's correspondence to Washington. 

“You will notice that the negotiation is closed. As soon as the "Warren" returns from Montevideo, I 
embark and return to the United States as quickly as possible. I can only say that nothing has been left 
to be done for me to maintain friendly relations between Buenos Ayres and the United States, apart 
from personal and national humiliation.” 583

On the same day, Balylies writes a further letter, marked 'private & confidential', to Secretary Livingston. 

“The communication to the Minister of Foreign Relations was placed in his hands yesterday, at one 
p.m. The gentleman who took it saw strong marks of surprise on the Minister's countenance when he 
received it. He probably assumed that Vernet's voluminous memorial would take several weeks, but 
since I had no intention of making the United States one of the parties against Luis Vernet before an 
Argentine court, I returned the memorial along with the note. 

Although my determination was formed as soon as the minister's note was translated, I still consider 
that a period of four days was correct to show the Argentine Government that I did not ask for my 
passports under any impulse of rage. I cannot predict what direction the Gobierno will take now, 
because they have all the vices of men and the follies of children, without any of the virtues and feelings
of any of them;... Perhaps now they want war, if we go by the rumors of the city...” 584

“Referring confidentially to Livingstone, Baylies considered it difficult to predict the path that the Buenos Aires

government would follow, since it, in his opinion, "(it) has all the defects of men, the follies of boys without 

their virtues or sense". But, nevertheless, he pointed out that what was probably sought was war, the only way

to prevent the "murmurs and deadly animosity of the party that prevailed in the Banda Oriental from 

weakening them to a high degree." War, therefore, could be the remedy,…” 585

August 20th, Tula (John Biscoe) sails from Port Louis for England.

August 27th, Francis Baylies and Minister Maza meet at Government House. 586

“The Conference was opened in the Government House, by the Minister charged with the Foreign Relations 

stating to the Charge d' Affaires of North America, that the Government had been much surprised by the 

return of the Copy of the Report which accompanied its Note of the 14th August, and by His Honor stating that 

he was not authorised for what was therein asked, and therefore demanding his Passport; that the 

Government, considering this act as the result of some misunderstanding, had desired its Minister of Foreign 

Relations to invite His Honor to this Conference, for the purpose of obtaining the necessary explanations 

relative to the return of the said Report, to which the Government could not agree. The Charge d' Affaires 

581 New York Evening Post October 22, 1832 
582 The Sydney Herald April 4, 1833
583 Fitte 1966 p.266. Vernet's report was not enclosed; having been returned unopened.
584 Ibid. pp.321-323. Also Manning 1932 pp.153-155
585 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.)  p.278
586 Accompanied by an interpreter, J.B. Mendelhall, and a witness, Francis B. Stockton.
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replied, that he should have much pleasure in corresponding, in his diplomatic character, with His Excellency 

the Minister of Foreign Relations, but that he could receive no Communication from Mr. Lewis Vernet. The 

Minister then explained to the Charge d' Affaires of the Republic of The United States, that Mr. Lewis Vernet 

had not sent any Communication to His Honor, — that the Copy which had been joined to the Note was a 

Document in answer to the series of Charges which formed nearly the whole subject of the first Note with 

which the Charge d' Affaires opened the Negotiation... The Charge d'Affaires was not satisfied with this 

convincing answer, and replied, that as Charge d’Affaires of his Government, he had not come here to act as a 

party in a litigated affair, or as accuser of Mr. Lewis Vernet before the Government of Buenos Ayres. … His 

Honor the Charge d'Affaires still insisted on his former declaration, adding that, as the Government of the 

Argentine Republic, by means of the said Official Note of the 14th August, asked for indemnification for the 

losses sustained in the destruction of the Establishment at the Malvinas, by the Commander of The United 

States Ship of War, Lexington, and reparation for the insult thereby offered to the Argentine Republic, without 

which it would not enter into the discussion of the other points; and as he had not received any Instructions on 

this head, he considered his continuance near this Government as unnecessary, and was therefore under the 

necessity of asking for his Passports. ...” 587

Maza tries to convince Baylies that he should send for further instructions, before making any decision about 

leaving. Baylies refuses to listen and repeats his request for his passports.

“(de Maza) … suggested to him that, since the Washington Government was unaware of a number of facts, he 

should await further instructions, and in the event that this door was also closed, there was still the remedy of 

sending a Minister to Washington or submitting the decision to an arbitrator.” 588

Claiming to feel ill, Minister de Maza ends the meeting. Outside, in the city of Buenos Aires, rumour of a voyage 

by the province's ship-of-war, Sarandi, circulate.

“By accounts from Buenos Ayres, it seems that the matter in dispute between that Government and the 
United States was likely to lead to a hostile result. It appears that a Buenos Ayrean schooner of war was
about to proceed to the Falkland Islands, notwithstanding the matter was still at issue with the 
American Government, and that these islands were to be resettled. The United States schooner 
Enterprize was preparing to proceed from Monte Video to prevent this, and there seemed every chance 
of a collision between the two parties.” 589

Luis Vernet, erroneously believing that his plan for the re-population of the archipelago is going ahead, speaks to

de Maza. The conversation is less than cordial, so Vernet asks for an interview with Minister Anchorena, who 

also receives him coldly. Undeterred, Vernet requests that Sarandi transports members of his staff, with supplies

for those remaining at Port Louis. Anchorena demands that Vernet put forward 10,000 pesos, to defray the costs 

of this service. Asked whether he is willing to return to Port Louis, Vernet declines. 590

587 British and Foreign State Papers 1831-1832 pp.437-440
588 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.279
589 Liverpool Mercury Friday November 23, 1832
590 Vernet prevaricated in his later correspondence and it is difficult to identify the exact date on which he declined to 

return to Soledad Island. This event had to have occurred before his note of August 29, 1832, and Vernet was not a man 
to let time slip by; therefore August 27th or 28th seem most likely. Vernet would later imply that he had also resigned his 
office, although there are doubts about this as, once again, Vernet failed to give a specific date. According to Caillet-Bois
(6th ed. 1982 p.348 fn.12) Vernet actually resigned on March 15, 1833; that resignation being accepted on April 2, 1833 
(a date that Vernet did acknowledge in his 1852 submission for compensation). Officially, the reason given for his non-
return in 1832 was “illness.” cf. 1833
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“… your memorialist was requested by the Government of Buenos Ayres to return again to the Islands, to re-

establish the Buenos Ayrean Flag, which your Memorialist declined to do; having been informed that Sir 

Woodbine Parish had then claimed these Islands for the British Government...” 591

“When the Americans destroyed my Colony I was at the time accidentally in Buenos Ayres – Its Government 

then desired me to return to the Islands to re-establish its Flag, which I declined, with the view of keeping my 

private rights of property unconnected with the international question of sovereignty, ...” 592

“Vernet was not reinstated as Governor nor did he return to the islands. At the time he may have made some 

incorrect statements (the) product of his bitterness ...” 593

“The reasons for Anchorena's ill will towards Vernet remain obscure but it is likely that his permanence as 

Political and Military Commander of Malvinas was viewed as compromising Rosa's wish to keep good 

relations with Great Britain and the United States.” 594

August 29th, Luis Vernet, puts his requests into writing.

“1° May the Government allow me to send my agent and four dependents in the Sarandi, two of these 
(are) families. 2° Lend me the 10,000 pesos as indicated for the objects and under suitable securities.595 

3° That the Commander shall exercise his functions in law, and that my agent has the charge of looking
after my property and trade. 4° My agent will take care of providing the Commander and his people 
with the necessary meat, so that he will give this one a receipt to that one. 5° That it be expressly 
prohibited by the Government to kill cows in the Malvinas under any pretext, the prohibition of which 
may be extended even to the owner of cattle. 6° I will leave the Commander and his family my private 
house. 7° In the meantime do not get timber from the coast so that each settler makes his own house, 
(instead) distribute the villagers and troops in the various houses, which are vacant, and not (those of) 
my people. 8° I will give free four cows to the settler who has a family, and two bulls for oxen, which he
can not kill. 9° I will give every villager free with family... as much land as (they) can cultivate, and free
grazing, as long as it does not harm another.” 596

August 30th, in London, instructions from Lord Palmerston, countersigned by King William IV, are despatched 

to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.

“My Lords, Withe reference to the correspondence that has taken place at various times upon the 
subject of His Majesty's rights of sovereignty over the Falkland Islands, I am to signify to your 
Lordships the King's pleasure that one of His Majesty's ships be ordered to proceed to Port Egmont in 
those Islands, for the purpose of exercising the right of sovereignty there and of acting at the said 
Islands, as in a possession belonging to the crown of Great Britain.- I am further, to desire that Your 
Lordships whill take whatever measures may be necessary, for causing the Falkland Islands to be 
visited annually by one of His Majesty's ships on the South American Station, with the view of keeping 
up and maintaining the sovereign rights of His Majesty over those Islands.” 597

591 Vernet’s Memorandum Presented 7 May, 1852 in CO 78/43. Parish’s “claim” had been made in November, 1829.
592 Vernet to the Earl of Derby, April 26, 1858 in CO 78/43
593 The Malvinas, the South Georgias and the South Sandwich Islands: the conflict with Britain L. H.  Destefani 1982
594 Peña & Peña 2018
595 Vernet was yet again heavily in debt so he sought to offset the cost of transporting his representatives and goods against 

the use of his houses by the troops.
596 AGN, Division Nacional, Seccion Gobierno, asunto Malvinas, Reclamacion Vernet, 1829-1832 y.37 in Caillet-Bois (6th 

ed.) 1982 p.286 fn.5. Vernet seems to have thought that more settlers were being sent rather than a just a military 
garrison. Unless he saw the military garrison as settlers, the view adopted by Kohen & Rodriguez (2016).

597 PRO FO 6/499 fols 170-171 and CO 78/1. Also Bernhardt 1911 and Field 1928. 
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“Note that the instruction indicates the only point of occupation as Port Egmont, and does not mention the rest 

of the archipelago at all, ...” 598

“... the sheer distance meant that the decision to reassert British sovereignty in the Falklands took almost three 

months to reach Rio.” 599

August 31st, from the Admiralty in London, orders are issued for Rear-Admiral Baker at Rio de Janeiro. 600

“… you are hereby required and directed accordingly to dispatch one of the ships of your Squadron 
forthwith to Port Egmont, with instructions to the Commander for carrying into effect His Majesty's 
intentions as above mentioned. And you are further to cause the Falkland Islands to be visited annually 
by one of the ships on the South American Station for the purpose of keeping up and maintaining the 
Sovereign Rights of His Majesty over the islands.” 601

September 1st, Henry Fox's letter of May 31st arrives in London, outlining his reasons for delaying the demands 
that Palmerston had ordered be made in March, 1832 - “you are now instructed, ... to demand from the 
Government of Buenos Ayres, the formal and immediate Revocation of any Authority or Commission which it 
may have granted to Mr. L. Vernet, or to any other persons, to exercise any Powers of Government in the 
Falkland Islands.” 602

“... it might thus possibly have the effect of engaging His Majesty's Government in a premature and 
unnecessary discussion with the Government of the United States upon the question of fisheries...” 

September 3rd, in Buenos Aires, Francis Baylies receives his passports, together with a note.

“The Government, surprised no less by His Honor the Charge d'Affaires having on the 18th ult. 
returned the Copy of the Report of Don Lewis Vernet, than by the statement that he has been sent here 
to justify the acts of Captain Silas Duncan at the Malvinas, and that, not having therefore any authority
to stipulate reparation for them, his continuance here would be useless to his Country, ... the 
Undersigned informed his Government thereof; and has received orders to state to the Charge d' 
Affaires, that, it being impossible under such circumstances to proceed in a secure manner towards the 
happy termination of this affair, His Excellency the Governor conceives it expedient to suspend all 
further Negotiation; and, in consequence, the Undersigned herewith remits the Passport which the 
Charge d'Affaires has asked, regretting not having been able to gratify such a distinguished Guest of a 
Sister Republic; but cherishing the sanguine hope that the Government of Washington, convinced of the
insult and outrage committed on the dignity and honor of an independent and friendly Nation, will feel 
the duty imposed upon it by justice and its own dignity, of speedily granting redress and indemnification
for the grievances and injuries occasioned by one of its Naval Officers. On making this 
Communication, the Undersigned has the honor to inform the Charge d'Affaires, that the directions 
which he requests, for embarking his personal effects, have been issued,...” 603

“About the same time (Baylies) had a long conversation with Mr. Fox, the English Minister, to whom he 

informed bluntly that the United States only claimed in the Southern region the right of free fishing, a right 

598 Fitte 1966 p.337
599 Pascoe 2020 p.137
600 Confirmed in Elliot to Shee August 31, 1832 in PRO FO 6/499 fol.172
601 These orders were not received by Baker until November 20, 1832.
602 See March 22, 1832 above.
603 British and Foreign State Papers 1831-1832 p.440. Different translation in Manning 1932 p.158
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that would always be claimed whether to Buenos Aires or to England. In passing, he asked the British diplomat

if England, after asserting its rights to the islands, could allow "a horde of pirates to settle there"…” 604

“For over two years there were no relations whatever between the United States and Argentina, until Eben 

Ritchie Dorr took up the post of US consul in Buenos Aires on 27 November 1834; full diplomatic relations 

between the US and Argentina were only restored a decade later on 14 June 1844.” 605

September 4th, from London, Lord Palmerston writes to charge d'affaires Fox, with instructions and enclosing 

a copy of the Admiralty order for a ship to be sent to Port Egmont. 606

September 5th, from Buenos Aires, Francis Baylies writes to the Department of State in Washington.

“I think that this Government is sometimes under the impression that the policy of the United States 
will be changed when the new Congress is inaugurated, and that .., their rage will be placated with a 
sacrifice  and the payment of a round figure as compensation to the pirate Vernet. I have not received 
communication from the Department of State since April 3, and I am not aware of the Government's 
views regarding Mr. Slacum's suspension,..” 607

On the same day, Minister de Maza requests the advice of a British diplomat.

“... the Buenos Aires government, which was not unaware of the weakness of its possession vis-a-vis a 

powerful State such as the Republic of the north, was probing the thinking of a diplomat like Mandeville, two 

days after giving Baylies the passports. In response to an invitation made by Maza on a visit to him, 

Mandeville went to the offices of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and, on that occasion, Maza "bitterly 

complained about the Plenipotentiary who had come from the United States and who was, he said, influenced 

by the former Consul Mr. Slacum", suggesting, at the same time, that it was very likely that the intervention of 

a great power such as France or England would be sought.” 608

US charge d'affaires Francis Baylies speaks to UK charge d'affaires Henry Fox.

“... I had a long conversation with Mr. Fox, the British Minister and informed him distinctly that 
nothing was claimed by the United States in the Magellanick region, but the right of free fishery, and 
that right would always be claimed as well against Great Britain as Buenos Ayres,- and I took the 
liberty of asking him whether Great Britain, after giving notice to the United States of her rights to the 
sovereignty of the Falkland Islands, and formally asserting her claim to them as part of His Brittanick 
Majesty's dominions, could, under such circumstances, justify herself for permitting a horde of pirates 
to harbour there … He assured me that he was preparing and should present a remonstrance in strong 
terms against the second occupation of these Islands by these intruders, which doubtless has been, or 
will be done.” 609

604 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.280
605 Pascoe 2020 p.139
606 Fitte 1966 p.340 citing FO 118/29. Apparently the letter was misdirected to Rio de Janeiro rather than Buenos Aires, 

leaving the Consulate there unaware of how to handle events in January, 1833. See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.167
607 Ibid. p.342. It is somewhat surprising that Baylies had received no correspondence from Washington in 6 months.
608 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.282 citing Mandeville to the Count Sebastiani de la Porta September 27, 1832. This is a 

little intriguing. Mandeville does not appear to have held an official position at Buenos Aires at this time, although he 
would go on to become Ambassador in 1835. There is also some evidence of correspondence between Mandeville and 
Lord Palmerston from 1830 (University of Southampton Library MS62 NRA12889). What information, if any, he 
passed on to the British Foreign Secretary needs to be the subject of further research.

609 Baylies to Livingston September 26, 1832 in Manning 1932 pp.161-165. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.175-177
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“As Baylies prepared to leave Buenos Aires, he met once more with British Minister Fox. In the course of this 

meeting, Baylies expressed his personal preference for a British takeover of the Falkland/Malvinas Islands and

intimated a quid pro quo to Fox. Baylies implied that the United States would recognise British sovereignty 

over the Islands if Great Britain would permit U.S. fishing, sealing, and whaling vessels to operate in the 

region. Furthermore, Baylies even seemed to goad Fox into having the British seize the Islands and remove the 

Argentine settlers so that the United States would not have to take action a second time.” 610

September 6th, before going aboard Warren, now at anchor off Buenos Aires,611 Baylies appoints George 

Washington Slacum as Private Secretary to the Legation of North America – providing him diplomatic status.

“On the 6th, the lawyer from Massachusetts launched his departing arrow, because he informed the 

government that he had decided that Slacum would occupy the position of private secretary of the American 

legation. … Not even in the last of his acts as the representative of a strong nation did Baylies show himself at 

the level of a real diplomat. On the contrary, he showed at all times an absolute lack of tact that very often 

turned into real rudeness.” 612

“George Slacum was being sought by the Buenos Aires authorities, ostensibly for participation in a duel (which

had never taken place, and he had not been the challenger anyway), but in reality because of his stalwart 

defence of US interests against Buenos Aires. He had taken refuge in Baylies' official residence, and might be 

arrested if he tried to leave, so Baylies informed Maza that he had appointed Slacum a member of his staff,...”613

September 7th, Minister Maza responds to Baylies regarding the appointment of Slacum.

“The Undersigned … has not been able to dissemble the astonishment which such an election has 
produced in him. The Charge d'Affaires cannot but be aware that Mr. Slacum, pursued by the 
Magistrates of the Country for a crime which the Laws of the Republic punish even with the last 
penalty, succeeded in eluding the search of the Police, by seeking asylum in his Honor's House...” 614

“A quick and sharp reply informed him that Slacum could not be recognized as having any diplomatic 

investiture when he was persecuted by the country’s magistrates, and that, therefore, he was regarded only as 

a violator of the laws of the Republic.” 615

September 10th, a new decree is promulgated by the Provincial Government of Buenos Aires. 616

“The Political and Military Commandant of the Falkland Islands and their adjacencies in the Atlantic 
Ocean, Don Luis Vernet, being now in this Capital, and not being able yet to return, the Government of 
Buenos Ayres has resolved and decrees: 

610 The Falkland/Malvinas Islands Clash of 1831-32: US and British Diplomacy in the South Atlantic Christain J. Maisch 
in Diplomatic History vol.24 no.2 2000 pp.185-209

611 USS Warren had, apparently, been expected at Buenos Aires since August. Something Baylies was clearly aware of. See
August 19 above.

612 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) 
613 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.167. Seemingly, George Slacum's 'offence' had been to make an insulting remark to a Dr. Bond, 

who had promptly challenged him to a duel. No duel, however, had taken place. If it sounds like a set-up, it probably 
was. Governor Rosas was not above a little murder, as Foreign Minister Maza would eventually discover to his cost in 
1839. 

614 Maza to Baylies September 7, 1832 in British & Foreign State Papers 1832-1833 p.441
615 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) 
616 Gazeta Mercantil September 17, 1832. Signed by Juan Ramón Balcarce under the name 'Rosas'. Minister Maza appears 

to have been elevated to Chief Minister following the retirement of Rosas due to illness; holding the offices of both 
Justice and Foreign Affairs. General Rosas knew when to be missing. 
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Article 1. In the interim, Brevet Sergeant Major, José Francisco Mestivier, of the Artillery, is appointed 
Civil and Military Commandant of the Falkland Islands and adjacencies in the Atlantic Ocean. 617

Article 2. Let it be communicated through the Department of War and Marine, charged with carrying 
into effect and publishing this Decree; and by the same Department let the instructions agreed upon be 
given to Sergeant Major Jose Francisco Mestivier.”

“The Decree … was issued hastily at the moment before the departure of Mr. Baylies, and was in fact, nothing 

more than a silly show of defiance to the Americans. The new Governor ad interim, was dispatched to his post 

with a number of male and female convicts, taken out of the prisons, who are to make the pretended 

appearance of a Colony. There is little doubt, however, that they will shortly escape back to the Continent.” 618

“After the rupture of the negotiations, one Mestivier, a French man, was appointed civil and military 

commandant of the Falkland Islands and their dependances in the Atlantic Ocean; ... The whole naval force of 

this maritime republic, which claimed to hold so many remote islands as colonies, being the Sarandi, a 

schooner of six or eight guns, was put in requisition to convey the governor, his suite, garrison, and colony, to 

the islands.” 619

“On a practical level, the Argentine government arranged for an interim civilian and military Commander to 

be appointed, who happened to be a member of the Army, and sent a war ship.” 620

“Mestivier's appointment was the only lawful and correctly gazetted appointment of an Argentine 

commandant of the Falklands. … Mestivier was to be assisted by an adjutant, Captain Jose Anotio Gomila, and

was to command a garrison of 28 men (including himself)... 13 women and 8 children...” 621

In the United States. on the same day, Luis Vernet’s old patron, Lewis Krumbhaar, writes to ship-owner Silas 

Burrows, with regard to the Superior, and its cargo of oil and seal skins. Krumbhaar informs Burrows of the 

contract forged between Congar, Davison and Vernet and demands that the ship and cargo be returned to 

Buenos Aires in accordance with the prize court’s determination that Vernet had acted legally. 622

September 14th, Silas Burrows replies to Krumbhaar.

“I am surprised that any Gentleman in the US could suggest to a Merchant that his property had been 
taken from him by a Capture where it was not followed by any legal Condemnation. The flag, the 
papers, the Captain, the officers, the men of my Vessel have never been charged, they went to Sea and 
return'd to this port as I shipped them, and if you have any claims to make or if Mr Vernet has any I 
refer you to the U.S. Government who annihilated the Settlement in the Faulkland islands (sic). 

But Sir, Captain Congar executed even his contract to the letter. He return'd as he agreed to the 
Faulkland islands where he found that Govr Vernet and his Companions had flown, and was he then to 
go an exploring voyage in search of them? or was he not very properly to return to his owner in the US.
If Mr Vernet has any claims it is fortunately on my Government who dispersed his Settlement and thus 
prevented the Superior on her return from falling into his hands.” 623

617 Sargento-Major translates as Brevet Major, a commissioned rank, rather than the British Sergeant-Major. As for his 
name, the new Commandant, of French origins, signed as Estevan Jose Fco Mestivier. 

618 Fox to Palmerston October 15, 1832 FO 78/1/177-184
619 Reynolds 1835 p.513
620 Kohen & Rodríguez 2017 p.132. Mestivier also 'happened' to command an armed garrison of troops.
621 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.170-171
622 AGN VII, 132, doc.146
623 Burrows to Krumbhaar September 14, 1832 in AGN VII, 132, doc.146. cf. 1837
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“There was no answer to that; it demonstrated that the contract had no legal basis, and the lack of "legal 

Condemnation" (court adjudication) made it piracy.” 624

In Buenos Aires, orders are issued to Brevet Major Mestivier.

“Instructions to be observed by the Military and Political Commander of the Falkland Islands and 
are included in the following articles:

1° After landing on the Island of Soledad, the head of establishment will bring together the 
individuals that exist there and are those who retired inside during the invasion of the Lexington, and
will show them the appreciation with which the Government of the Province has looked at this loyalty
by ignoring the [affronts] of that Commander (not) to remain in the establishment, and if the reports 
that the Military Commander acquires it turns out that such individuals have kept a regular conduct, 
he may give each clothing or some other equivalent gift.

2° Care will be taken to ensure that there is the best harmony between these former settlers and those
who go again so that they instruct them in the practical way of acquiring firewood, hunting, fishing, 
refurbishing and building rooms, and comfortably providing the needs of life, observing for all this 
the same economic order, and (use) the same police that Vernet kept.

3° He will occupy Commander Vernet's own house for his room and office of the Commander, 
carrying some glass and putty to repair the stained glass windows that were destroyed by the 
Lexington Troop, and with the Vernet representative's consultation he will distribute the family troop 
and other inhabitants in the other houses that exist in the best possible way, reserving for said 
Representative and his dependents the precise dwellings.

4° The Malvinas Military Commander may allocate two of the high parts of his house to deposit the 
provisions and effects that he has saved as much as possible, especially the first by means of fishing 
and hunting that are abundant, in whose exercise the former settlers are very practical, as well as in 
the collection of eggs and conservation by means of a putty of water and lime, but for hunting the 
inhabitants must be given the powder and necessary ammunition.

5° Having a large amount of bovine cattle inside the Island, the Commander, in agreement with the 
Vernet representative, must make every effort to reduce to Rodeo as many heads as possible for them 
to provide the necessary meat, but clarifies they must not kill cows, and only steers, encouraging the 
hunt of wild pigs and rabbits of which the Island abounds.

6° Free of charge to each settler four dairy cows with their offspring, and two bulls that tamed can 
serve the tillage of land with (an) absolute prohibition of being killing or mistreating under any 
pretext these animals whose destiny is to feed the owners with their milk and Plow the farmland.

7° It shall make every effort to ensure that the inhabitants dedicate themselves to the planting of 
potatoes, beans, onions, and other vegetables that are good in that climate by distributing land in 
regular portions for both orchards and farms, and giving them the necessary tool for tillage and mud,
such as plows, shovels and hoes, whose value must be charged with the products of their work.

8° Will collect several boats and whalers that were hidden at the time of the invasion of the 
Americans, and that are the property of Mr. Vernet whose dependents will vindicate the places where 
they exist, and making them refurbish(ed) with the effects of pitch, bast and other necessary that they 
should carry the sufficient provision will be made of such vessels for the service of the establishment 
in the conduction of straw, peat and other that occurs and must be transported from the immediate 
Islands.

9° The Acting Commander will form a Statistical Report covering the population, number of families,
and their occupation, will also include the class of commerce, the topography of the Island, and that 

624 Pascoe 2020 p.136
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of Puerto Egmont, and the large Island with all topographic data, its products and grains, quality of 
pastures, the regime that is kept by the population; and finally all that he can illustrate to the 
Government for its subsequent dispositions. If this report were easier for the Commander to write in 
French, he may do so, by sending a copy for the S. Government and one for the Foreign Relations 
Officer for the Minister of War.

10° It is entrusted with special recommendation to the Commander to make every effort possible to 
maintain moral and decent customs, both in the Troop and among other settlers taking care to 
promote the Catholic religion through pious practices such as praying the rosary of the Blessed 
Virgin every night, and on Sundays and holidays send a pious book and instruct the people in the 
dogmas and precepts of our religion.” 625

Governor Rosas adds his own instructions. 626

“9. In the unexpected case of being attacked the person in charge, will make the resistance expected of 
(his) honor and knowledge, to leave the honor of the Republic in place, and that which corresponds to 
the force that is at its command, to the elements that are in the Establishment to reinforce it, and 
especially to the position and circumstances in which it is found. 

10. After having fulfilled all his duties in the honorable resistance that he opposes to the invaders, if 
because their force is much superior in number and because he is convinced that he cannot bring it to a
satisfactory result, nor even continue it any longer Without exposing himself to losing everything, he 
will withdraw with the armed force that he has to the interior of the Island, which with prudent 
foresight he will have already recognized for this case, taking all the horses and tame bacuno cattle 
that exist to a point where no danger can run. 

11. The Plan for the defence that is indicated must be arranged in advance with the Commander of the 
war schooner Sarandi, both for the aid and protection that he may provide for its execution and for the 
subsequent events to which it may give rise.” 627

“... a detachment of fifty soldiers, "accompanied by their families," .., and the men settled in the part of the 

territory, surrounding Puerto Soledad, which the State had reserved. ... the soldiers sent there were deportees, 

criminals or vagabonds, condemned, according to the custom of that time, to the service of arms; and their 

sending meant an attempt at military and penal colony, - a "presidio", in the (old) sense of the word.” 628

“In them he was warned that the Commander of the Sarandí was commissioned to give him possession of the 

command with the formalities of ordinance, drawing a record in triplicate, signed by the commanders and 

officers present. He was then advised to inventory the weapons and war supplies there and to take care of the 

consumption of food, as well as to keep the troops in the best state of morale and discipline. He was also 

required to reconnoitre the place, an indispensable basis for organizing his defence. In these Instructions, 

Rosas added in his own handwriting: "he shall make every effort, that the inhabitants should sow corn, 

potatoes, beans, and other vegetables (and plants of trees) which are good in that climate, and that they may 

make the ranch of the people more abundant and pleasant.…"…” 629

625 AGN X-293
626 Listed in full in Crónicas del Atlántico Sur: Patagonia, Malvinas y Antártida Ernesto Fitte 1974
627 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.287-288
628 Les Iles Malouines: Nouvel Exposé d'un Vieux Litige P. Groussac 1910 pp.45-46. There were only 28 soldiers.
629 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.287
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“General Rosas himself drew up a long list of instructions for Mestivier, amounting to 26 individual orders 

detailing exactly how he was to organise his command; most of them are concerned with military matters, 

with the preservation of stores, or with the relations with "foreigners" visiting the islands, but article 8 

enjoined him to get the inhabitants to sow maize, potatoes, beans and other vegetables, and to plant trees – 

only the potatoes and beans were a going proposition in the Falklands – while Article 26 ordered him to ensure

that dogmas and precepts of the Catholic church were taught to all the troops and "other inhabitants". 630

On the same day, orders are issued for Sarandi's commander, Lieutenant-Colonel José María Pinedo. Among 

other duties, he is to confer upon Mestivier, the command of the archipelago.

“3. After the Commander and his garrison are disembarked, the Commander of the Sarandi will gather
the Officers of the Ship under his command and will give him possession of the Establishment, 
including the Island of Soledad and the other adjacent ones up to Cape Horn, flying on board and on 
land the flag of the Republic and making a salvo of twenty-one cannon shots. Of this possession and the
detail of the formalities with which it was given, Lieutenant Colonel Don José Maria Pinedo will form 
a record in triplicate, and the three original goals will be passed successively to the Government by the 
Ministry of War. ...

7. In the event of an attack (against) the Island, shall provide the Commander with any assistance he 
may need, in advance agreeing (a plan) with him.

8. The Commander of the Sarandí Schooner will sail from NE-SO, from Soledad Island to New Island, 
that is to say one hundred and fifty miles, observing all of it the foreign ships that are fishing, (and) to 
those (he) will give the summons that the Island Commander hands him according to the instructions he
has.

9. The Commander of the Schooner Sarandí shall keep the greatest circumspection with foreign 
warships, shall never insult them; but in the event of being run over violently and that it is done to him, 
he shall (fulfill) ... Article 41 of the 4th title of the Naval Code – that requires that every Commander of 
a war vessel must defend it from any Superiority that is attacked with the greatest courage, .. will never
surrender to superior forces without covering onself with glory in its gallant resistance;.. 631

10. The Commander of the Sarandi may not withdraw from the Malvinas Islands until he has a 
competent order to do so.” 632

“The warship Sarandi,... was to remain attached to the service of the islands,..” 633

“... according to her crew list she had a crew of 59 including 13 embarked soldiers... only one of her officers, 

Luciano Lista, was South American; Sublieutenant Henry Mason and pilot, Matthew Brisbane, were British, 

and Lieutenants William Mason and Robert Elliot were American; most of the rest of the crew were British, 

many of whom had served in the Royal Navy; a few were Americans, while of the South Americans six were 

boys, three of them aged between ten and twelve.” 634

630 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.170 citing Fitte 1974 pp.355-361 quoting AGN X 3-4-5
631 See also Cuando un Pinedo entregó las Islas Malvinas a un marino inglés de 23 años Roberto Bardini 2010
632 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.411. See also Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.172 citing AGN VII 60 fols.6-10. The orders were 

signed by Minister Balcarce and countersigned by Mariano Moreno.
633 Groussac 1910 pp.45-46
634 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.171. For 'soldiers' read 'marines'.
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September 15th, decree of September 10th is published in The British Packet & Argentine News and El Lucero.

September 17th, the decree is published in the Gazeta Mercantil.

September 18th, all the papers covering discussions with the USA are laid before the Legislature of the Province

of Buenos Aires, in Governor Rosas's name. 635

“… the Governor of Buenos Aires informed the Board of Representatives of everything that had happened with 

the American diplomat. To that end, he transmitted to the Provincial Chamber a copy of the correspondence 

that had been exchanged and which demonstrated the peaceful means chosen by the national authorities, 

which, at all times, followed the principles of "probity, good faith and sound reason". The authorities flattered 

(themselves) that the Washington government "could not tarnish their glories, nor tarnish its name …"...” 636

September 19th, Luis Vernet is summoned to see the Minister Balcarce, to be told that a few of his employees 

will be permitted to sail with Sarandi.

September 20th, Vernet writes to Henry Metcalf with instructions concerning the supplies to be shipped out to 

Puerto Louis. 637 Travelling with Metcalf are employees, William Dickson, Ventura Pasos,638 Antonio Vehingar, 

William Drake, Charles Brazier 639 and two gauchos – José Viel and Juan Quedy. 

“… having resigned the office of Governor, … about the same time sent back to the Island (in his own private 

capacity) the chief Gauchos and two respectable settlers and his Agent, Mr. Dickson, with supplies of every 

kind for the Settlement.” 640

September 22nd, with Sarandi due to sail, Luis Vernet writes to Mestivier. Together with instructions on how 

to handle Superior on its (expected) return, Vernet attaches copies of the contracts he had entered into with the 

sealers from Superior and Harriet. 641

Sarandi sails from the port of Buenos Aires.642 Brevet Major Mestivier is accompanied by his pregnant wife, 

Gertrudis. Twelve member of the garrison are also taking their families. 643

“The new Governor ad interim, was dispatched to his post, with a number of male and female convicts, taken 

out of the prisons, who are to make the pretended appearance of a Colony.” 644

“Thus the Government responded to the threats that Baylies had made about any attempt to form a new 

Establishment in the Malvinas Islands.” 645

635 Message of the Government to the Legislative body of the Province of Buenos Ayres, transmitting Correspondence 
relative to the Misunderstanding with the United States, with respect to the Right of Fishery, &c., on the Coasts of the 
Malvinas or Falkland Islands 18th September 1832 in British and Foreign State Papers 1831-1832 p.311. Copy in PRO 
ADM 1/46. 

636 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.282 citing Manuel V. Maza to the House of Representatives of the Province of Buenos Aires
September 18, 1832 in Colección de documentos oficiales

637 Metcalf was to act as Vernet's agent. List of supplies sent by Vernet in AGN VII 130 doc.52
638 Pasos, to be deputy to Metcalf, was the scion of a prominent Buenos Airean family. See August, 1833.
639 Drake and Brazier had been members of the Harriet's crew when Vernet seized the ship in 1831. See January, 1833
640 Vernet’s Memorandum Presented 7 May, 1852 in CO 78/43
641 Vernet also demanded 'justice' should Mestivier encounter the ex-Belleville men. See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.173-175
642 Pinedo's second-in-command, Capitan Enrique Guinne, was disembarked shortly after the vessel sailed. Drunk. This 

detour delayed Pinedo's departure from the Rio de la Plata by a day.
643 Twelve men accompanied by twelve 'wives' and some eight children. How many of the couples, if any, had seen a priest

is unknown. Antonina Roxa aboard as a 'wife'. See 1833.
644 Fox to Palmerston October 15, 1832 CO 78/1/184. Only one prisoner is known of with any certainty – Maximo Warnes

– although it has been suggested that a number of the ‘soldiers’ had been recruited (pressed) from the local prisons.
645 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.281
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From Buenos Aires, Foreign Minister Manuel Vicente de Maza writes to his charge d'affaires in London.

“The undersigned Minister of Grace and Justice in Charge of the Foreign Relations of the Argentine 
Republic has brought to the attention of the Delegate Government the note from the charge d'affaires at 
the London Court of June 20, in expressing the displeasure with which the conduct of Captain Silas 
Duncan, commander of the United States War Corps "Lexington", has been generally considered in 
England, reflects on the importance of the question concerning the Falkland Islands, and on the object 
which entertains the British Minister about this big business. 

The undersigned has passed in previous notes to the charge d'affaires all the antecedents of the events, 
both to illustrate the discussion that had to be raised about the attack committed by Captain Duncan on 
those islands, and about the alleged right of England, (in) which it is proposed to support the 
government of Washington for the freedom of the fishing. But the correspondence to which the mission 
of Mr. Baylies, the United States chargé d'affaires, gave rise, at one point, to the concurrent right to 
discuss at the same time the claims of that Republic, and the solidity of the foundations with which the 
Argentine nation can and must support its right to the islands. 

In the series of notes and documents that have thus had a bearing in the matter with the former Consul 
Slacum of the United States, as with the Legation of that State, everything printed will be sent to the 
charge d'affaires of the Argentine Republic in the immediate package, notwithstanding copies of the 
present dispatch, including the report of the Civil and Military Commander of the islands, Don Luis 
Vernet, which was sent to the United States charge d'affaires..,

Mr. Moreno will find abundant materials, not only to rectify the public opinion by the organ of the 
newspapers on the facts that the error or the spirit of (any) party tries to adulterate, but to defend, (and)
if it were necessary in its category to publish the right of the Argentine Government, to claim relief 
corresponding to the offense inferred by Captain Duncan, as to enjoy the privilege of fishing and in the 
Falkland Islands owned by the Republic, and on which it has the right of dominion inherent to the 
sovereignty exercised in them.” 646

September 26th, Francis Baylies and George Slacum sail from Buenos Aires; severing US diplomatic relations 

with the Argentine Confederation.

“Sr. Baylis will be all that his friends want, but certainly during his residency in this, he has not shown 
to possess all those qualities that are indispensable in a political agent of his category. He has done 
everything but observe the circumspect conduct of a skillful negotiator, since instead of trying, through 
his frankness and loyalty, to inspire confidence in the government, near which he resided, he instilled 
misgivings about his indiscreet connection with just suspicious people.”647

“He went there; stayed there not 3 months – just long enough to embroil his country in a senseless and wicked 

quarrel with the Government; and, without waiting for orders from his Government, demanded his passports 

and came home. Nothing but the imbecility of that South American abortion of a state saved him from indelible

disgrace and this country from humiliation in that concern ..” 648

646 Quoted in Fitte 1966 pp.348-349. No mention of the 1829 British protest but it must have been firmly in someone's 
mind. Predating Fox's protest, this begs a question about whether Britain's second protest came as any surprise.

647 Gacieta Comercial Saturday, September 22, 1832 no.2582 p.2. col.4
648 Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, comprising portions of his diary from 1795 to 1848 C. F. Adams 1874 vol.9 pp.446-

447. Formal diplomatic relations would not be re-established until 1844.
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“As a result, relations between United States and Argentina were severed; moreover the United States denied 

Argentine jurisdiction over the Islands, implicitly recognizing the British sovereignty.” 649

From the USS Warren, Baylies pens a letter to Secretary Livingston in Washington.

“The decree investing Don Jose Francisco Mestivier, a Frenchman, with Government of the Falkland 
Islands was, as I believe, intended a parting salute to me. The Government had not the sagacity to 
perceive that the decree was not only inoperative as to the United States but was a direct denial of the 
British claim of sovereignty. … the armed vessel called the Sarandi sailed on the 23rd, it is said for the 
Falklands with arms, ammunition and soldiers, apparently with the design of taking formal and 
military possession. This measure will compel Great-Britain to act decisively. ... I am inclined to think 
that the services of Captain Duncan will not be required in the second subversion of Vernet's 
establishment. ...” 650

September 28th, British Minister Henry Fox protests to the Government of Buenos Ayres.

“The Undersigned, has observed, a decree lately published by the Government of Buenos Ayres, 
bearing date September 10 by which a Civil and Military Commandant, ad interim, is appointed over 
certain Stations in the Atlantic Sea, including the Falkland Islands. 

His Excellency Senor Don Manuel Vicente Maza, Minister charged with the Department of Foreign 
Relations is aware that, as soon as the Decree of the 10th June 1829, issued by the Revolutionary 
Authorities at that period in possession of the Province of Buenos Ayres, and containing certain 
provisions for the Government of the Falkland Islands, had been made known to His Britannick 
Majesty’s Government, an official Protest against any assumption of right of sovereignty over those 
Islands, on the part of the Argentine Republick, was, in pursuance of the express orders of his Court, 
presented to the Government of Buenos Ayres, by the Charge d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty. 

At the time when the events that had occurred at the Falkland Islands during the last year, became 
known at Buenos Ayres, the Undersigned refrained from making any observation upon those events, out
of a sincere and friendly desire not in any way to embarrass the Government of the Republic, in the 
discussions in which it seemed likely to be engaged with the United States of America. 

But, lest the silence of the Undersigned should by possibility be considered as implying an 
abandonment on the part of his Government, of the Rights of His Britannick Majesty, it becomes his 
duty now again officially to declare to the Government of Buenos Ayres, that the Sovereignty of the 
Falkland Islands, which compose a part of the Command granted in the Decree above alluded to, is 
vested in the Crown of Great Britain; and that no act of government or authority can be exercised over 
those Islands by any other power, without infringing upon the Just Rights of His Britannick Majesty.” 651

“When our Government decided to appoint a political and military commander of the Malvinas, Mr. 

Fox, Minister Plenipotentiary of S.M.B., invoking the alleged rights of the crown of England over the 

islands, protested against this appointment. He could not be satisfied with what was said to him, and 

declared that, in the absence of any other answer, the English Government would see itself in the 

precision of the hand of force ...” 652

649 The Falkland Islands and the UK v. Argentina Oil Dispute: Which Legal Regime? Alice Ruzza in Goettingen Journal of
International Law 3 (2011) 1, 71-99 

650 Baylies to Livingston September 26, 1832 in Manning 1932 pp.161-165. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.175-177
651 PRO FO 6/499 fols 195-196. Delayed, upon Fox's own initiative. See March 22, above.
652 El Lucero January 21, 1833
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“The validity of these Protests is very much in doubt, but they do attest to the consistency of British 

policy. The British claim to the islands in 1832 can, strictly speaking, only be upheld so far as it concerns

Port Egmont (West Falklands Island), the possession of which (aside from the question of its 

sovereignty) was ceded by Spain in 1771. … Vernet never settled in West Falkland Island ...” 653

“Fox kept his promise to Baylies. A note addressed to Manuel V. de Maza let him know that he did not 

want his silence to be interpreted as an abandonment of English rights to the islands, in which they 

would not allow anyone to exercise sovereign rights.” 654

“In protesting against decrees by the Argentine government, in 1829 and in 1832, Britain preserved its 

rights to the Falklands, which were extensive and longstanding.” 655

October 1st, Minister Maza acknowledges the British protest note.

“The Undersigned Minister of Grace and Justice, provisionally charged with the Department of 
Foreign Relations, has received the Note dated the 29th of September last of H.E. the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of H.M.B., in which, in obedience to the orders of his Government, he asserts that the 
Sovereignty of the Falkland islands is vested in the Crown of Great Britain, and that no Act of 
Government or Jurisdiction can be exercised over those Islands by any other Power, without infringing 
upon the Just Rights of H.B.M.- The Supreme Government to whom the undersigned has submitted the 
above mentioned note, has given to it the due consideration to which it is entitled and will be prepared 
to reply to the same, whenever it may become expedient to make known the Rights of the Argentine 
Republic over that Territory.” 656

“Your Lordship will perceive that the Buenos Ayrean Minister, in his reply to my note, states that his 
Government is prepared, when it shall be required, to make known the rights of the Republic to the 
sovereignty of the Falkland Islands. But I am wholly unaware what arguments could be adduced, if the 
case were pressed, to meet the clear and positive title of the British Crown.” 657

“The government of Buenos Aires ignored Fox's protest just as it had ignored Woodbine Parish's of November 

18, 1829.” 658

“Just as in 1829, the Argentine response to Britain's protest in 1832 was a mere acknowledgement of receipt 

and a bland statement that the government would reply in due course. But yet again there was no reply. The 

Buenos Aires government apparently never did consider it "expedient to make known the Rights of the 

Argentine Republick over that territory". 659

October 6th, Sarandi sails into Berkeley Sound. Vernet’s capataz of the gauchos, Jean (Juan) Simon, is initially 

pleased to see another ship arriving, but when he sees the flag, Simon; “... looked thoughtful and very upset, (he)

said that if it were not for the troops that came (he) would not recognize the person who had been sent by Snr 

Vernet...” 660

653 Memorandum on the Falkland Islands 1947 in LCO 2/490
654 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.320
655 Pascoe 2020 p.140
656 Maza to Fox October 1, 1832 in PRO FO 6/499 fols .198-199. Also FO 78/1/189 and Fitte 1966 p.354. 
657 Fox to Palmerston October 15, 1832 FO 78/1/184. 
658 Peña & Peña 2018
659 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p178. cf. 1829
660 'Declaracion de Mateo Gonzalez' quoted in Caillet-Bois (6th ed.) 1982 p.290. This does not accord with what is known 

about Simon's enduring loyalty to Luis Vernet. To the death, as it would turn out.
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“… a small and semi-abandoned population, whose fearful inhabitants scrutinized with suspicion the pavilion 

of the ship.” 661

Disembarking, the garrison set up camp. More than doubling the local population.

“I arrived at the Port of San Luis on October 6 and complied with the instructions of the Minister of War and 

Navy to put Major Don Esteban Mestivier in command of the Islands.”662

October 10th, in a formal ceremony at Port Louis,

Lieut. Colonel Pinedo hands over “possession of the

command” to Major Mestivier with the title of Military

and Political Commander, and “designates the

territory as an integral part of the Republic.”663 

An Acta is drawn up and signed by Sarandi’s officers

(right). 

Minutes Prepared in Puerto de la Soledad in the
Malvinas Islands 

Don Jose Maria de Pinedo, being Colonel of the
Navy of the Argentine Republic, and Commander
of the Schooner of War Sarandy (sic). 

In compliance with 3º article of the instructions 
that I have from my supreme Government, and 
meeting in the Fortress of Puerto de la Soledad in
the Malvinas Islands the SS officers of the ship
under my command and from the troop of the
detachment on land, I have given possession of
the command of the establishment of Malvinas,
adjacent islands and the shores of Patagones as
far as the Cape Horn and Tierra del Fuego to the 
Military and Political Commander appointed by
the Government of Buenos Ayres, Artillery 
Sergeant Major, Don Estevan Jose Francisco Mestivier (and) finding the troops of the detachment 
formed, troops and sailors of the ship of my command and inhabitants of the Island, I recognized as 
such Military and Political Commander of these Islands the (unreadable) Major graduate Don Estevan
Mestivier, who took his oath to defend derive and sustain until the last moment the Flag of the 
Argentine Republic in accordance with the instructions of the supreme authority of the Province of 
Buenos Ayres, and the troops promised the same and gave three cheers to the most Excellent. 
Government, and to sustain the territory as an integral part of the Argentine Republic, the Argentine 
Flag was raised, which was supported by three rifle shots from the ground troops and a salvo of 
twenty-one cannon shots by the Schooner of War Sarandy, signing this certificate of receipt and 
recognition of this Commander, all the SS officers who attended this event including the 
aforementioned Commander and the undersigned. 

Fortress of the Federation in the port of La Soledad in the Island of Mavinas, 10 of October of 1832 

Jose Maria de Pinedo

661 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.290 citing La Gazeta Mercantil February 1, 1832 no.2907 p.2
662 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833.
663 Report of Don José María de Piñedo, Lieutenant-Colonel of the Navy of the Argentine Republic and Commander of the 

warship Sarandí October 10, 1832 in AGN VII, 60. My emphasis. Use of the old Spanish name is intriquing.
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“... on 10 October I fulfilled the orders and instructions of the Minister for War and Marine, placing Major Dn 

Esteban Mestivier in command of the Islands, and hoisting the National Flag with a Salute of guns, carrying 

out the Act of possession … not having been able to do it for the preceding three days owing to the bad weather 

of rain and snow...” 664

“... the new Governor, ad interim, was despatched to his Government with a number of male and female 

convicts taken out of the prisons, who are to make the pretended appearance of a Colony.- There is little doubt, 

however, that they will shortly escape back to the Continent.” 665

Brevet Major Mestivier takes command of the garrison at Port Louis.

“Mestivier satisfied all the acts of possession that he had been required to perform. He found a washed-out 

colony, thoroughly devastated by USS Lexington and he committed himself to putting things back in proper 

order. … A rigid disciplinarian, he soon attracted the hatred of the whole military garrison.” 666

October 13th, from Rio de Janeiro, Rear-Admiral Baker writes to London with news of Sarandi.

“... the Buenos Ayrean Government have sent a Schooner of War with a new Governor, and a number 
of other Persons, to resume Possession of the Falkland Islands, notwithstanding a Protest which, it is 
said, has been made by Mr. Fox, against their doing so.” 667

From Buenos Aires, Minister de Maza writes to the US Secretary of State in Washington, complaining that 

Baylies had failed to negotiate the preliminary issue (rights), and had; “... closed all the ways by which to be able

to arrive at a reciprocal (and) decorous arrangement.” 668

“But whether pernicious influences had prevented, or upset the judgment of the Snr Bailies [sic], or 
whether His Lordship had to act within the narrow limits of precise instructions, far from having 
provided any means of treating frankly and solemnly the point made by the Government, as a 
preliminary to the questions contained in its first note, closed all the roads through which it could 
arrive at a decent reciprocal arrangement.” 669

“He then announced the dispatch of a minister to Washington.” 670

October 15th, Fox reports to London on the departure of the US representative. 671

“Mr. Baylies (denied) in toto, the claims of the Argentine Republic to the Sovereignty, either of the 
Falkland Islands, or of any of the other islands or stations, situated on the eastern coast of this 
Continent, to the South of the 41st Degree of South Latitude. … I found that the American Charge 
d'Affaires and his Government were already fully aware of, and prepared to acknowledge the Sovereign 
Rights of His Majesty. ... But it is my duty to add, and to this I venture to solicit the particular attention 
of  your Lordship, that the North Americans appear to claim, further, for themselves, an original right 
to freedom of fishery over all the waters adjacent to the Falkland Islands; and moreover to ground this 
claim (as Co-heirs as it were with Great Britain in America) upon the very fact of right of sovereignty 

664 Pinedo in AGN VII, 60, fols 11-27
665 Fox to Palmerston October 15, 1832 in PRO FO 6/499 fols 180-191
666 Peña & Peña 2018
667 FO 78/1/76
668 Archivo del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Division Politica, Islas Malvinas, leg.II, exp.I 1832/35 t.III
669 Maza quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.282 citing Archivo del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Buenos Aires 

Division Politica, Islas malvinas Leg.II exp.I 1832/35 t.III
670 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.282. It would be a year before a representative from Buenos Aires arrived in Washington.
671 Fox to Palmerston No.17, October 15, 1832 in FO 6/499
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over those islands being vested in the British Crown. As this singular view of the subject was not 
advanced in any particular communication to myself, I did not feel called upon to make any 
observation, thereupon; but I found that the principle was implied throughout all the arguments of Mr. 
Baylies,.. 672 I presume that H.M. Government will by no means concur to this extent in the claims of the
subjects of North America; but that, on the contrary, in the event of the Falkland Islands becoming at 
some future day, a peopled and organised British Settlement, the necessity must be kept in view of 
securing some protection for the inhabitants, and of imposing consequently, just restrictions upon the 
right of fishery along their coasts.” 673

“Was there a conspiracy between the American and British governments to support the British occupation of 

the Falkland/Malvinas islands in the early 1830s? There is no evidence of high-level government collusion 

between Washington and London, to support the British occupation of the Falkland/Malvinas Islands. There is

only conclusive evidence that commercial interests in the region's fisheries led the US government to oppose 

the Argentine claim to the Islands, but not necessarily to support the British claim. …  Baylies's quid pro quo 

offer to Fox was his own idea...” 674

October 17th, in Buenos Aires, El Lucero notes the imminent departure of Minister Fox, describing him as an 

“affable character.” 675 Secretary Philip Gore presents his credentials as charge d'affaires ad interim.

October 18th, from Washington, Britain's Minister Bankhead writes to Lord Palmerston.

“The dispute was originally a consequence of the aggression perpetrated by Captain Duncan, of the 
USS Lexington in one of the Falkland Islands that was under the government of Vernet, whose authority
has since been recognised and supported by the Argentine Republic.” 676

Britain's Minister Fox transfers to a position in Brazil, leaving chargé d'affaires Philip Gore and Consul Charles 

Griffiths as the British representatives in Buenos Aires. 677

November 2nd, following a request for information, General William Carr Beresford, Governor of Jersey, writes 

to Viscount Goderich. 678

“Wanting to cover the usurpation with the most complete legal forms possible, Beresford was asked to report 

on the plaque left in Port Egmont by the English in 1774, and which had subsequently been sent by the Spanish 

authorities to Buenos Aires.” 679

672 In fact, the suggestion of a 'right of fishery' inherited from Britain was initiated by an American journalist. cf. Narrative
of the Surveying Voyages of His Majesty's Ship Adventure and Beagle between the Years 1826 and 1836...  Vol. II 
Proceeding of the Second Expedition, 1831 – 1836 Robert FitzRoy 1839 vol.2

673 PRO FO 78/1/177-184. Also PRO 6/499 fols.180-191. For a more detailed analysis see Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.180-182
674 Maisch 2000
675 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.330 fn.3. Why it was decided to send Fox to Brazil before a replacement Minister 

Plenipotentiary arrived is not clear. A downgrading of Britain's presence, perhaps. Or the expectation of a dispute?
676 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.359 citing FO 5/273.
677 The exact date of Fox's departure is not given.
678 Beresford had been involved in the attack on Buenos Aires in 1806, during which he had discovered the lead plate left 

at Port Egmont by Lieut. Clayton in 1774. Nailed to the door of Fort George, the plate had been stolen in 1776. It said – 
Be it known to all Nations, That Falkland's Island, with this Fort, the Storehouses, Wharfs Harbours, Bays and Creeks 
thereunto belonging, are the sole Right and Property of his Most Sacred Majesty George the third, King of Great 
Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith. In Witness whereof this Plate is set up and his Britanick Majesty's 
Colours left flying as a mark of possession by S. W. Clayton, commanding officer at Falkland's Island. A.D. 1774 . 
Beresford had sent the plate back to the UK, but as Britain was at war with Spain no further action was taken. See 1841

679 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.322 fn.2 citing Beresford to Goderich November 2, 1832. cf. 1774, 1776, 1806 & 1841
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November 14th, the British whaler Rapid (John Ross) arrives at Port Louis for urgent repairs; requiring that 

she be ‘beached’. Pindeo offers the assistance of his ship’s carpenters. 680

“... Rapid was a whaler, and Buenos Aires had no objection to whaling since whales were the produce of the 

high seas; seals were regarded as the produce of the islands, so it was only sealing by "foreigners" that had to 

be suppressed.” 681

November 20th, at Rio de Janeiro, Admiral Baker receives the Admiralty instructions of August 31st.

“… directing me to despatch a ship of the Squadron under my orders to Port Egmont, in the Falkland 
Islands, for the purpose of exercising His Majesty’s Rights of Sovereignty there...” 682

“The islands were not res nullius, but they were not yet clearly recognised by the international community as 

being under one nation's sovereignty. Britain hoped to use this fluid situation to finally solidify its claim.” 683

November 21st, at Port Louis, Major Mestivier

expels two gauchos, Manuel Ruiz and Mariano

Lopez, as 'undesirable.' They are immediately

'pressed' into the crew of the Sarandi which sets

out to patrol the islands. 684

American whaler Uxor anchors at Arch Island to

effect repairs.

November 24th, Rapid is hauled ashore near

the Port Louis settlement. 685

November 28th, aboard HMS Warspite, Rear-

Admiral Thomas Baker issues orders to John

James Onslow commanding Clio.

“The Right Honourable the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, having, in
pursuance of His Majesty's pleasure,
signified to me their directions to despatch
a ship of the squadron under my orders to
Port Egmont, in the Falkland Islands, for
the purpose of exercising the rights of sovereignty there, and of acting at the said islands as in a 
possession belonging to the crown of Great Britain; you are hereby required and directed to put to sea 
tomorrow morning in his Majesty's sloop Clio, under your command, and proceed with all expedition to
Port Egmont, for the purpose of exercising the rights of sovereignty over the said islands, and of acting 
thereat as in a possession belonging to the crown of Great Britain accordingly. 

680 AGN VII 130 doc.45
681 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.183
682 ADM 1/40
683 Gustafson 1988 p.25
684 AGN III 27-8-4 doc.33
685 The map on this page, drawn by Louis Vernet, purports to show Port Louis as it was in October, 1831, before the visit 

by the USS Lexington. Similar to that depicted here - https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/1831-c.-
port-louis.png The buildings by the entrance are the settlement's store with attached house. The faint H shaped building, 
upper left, is the house of Luis Vernet (occupied by Mestivier after his arrival).
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On your arrival at Port Egmont, you will immediately restore the symbols of his Majesty's sovereignty 
over the Falkland Islands, consisting of the blockhouse, flag-staff and flag, formerly erected there by 
England, if you find such symbols have disappeared or fallen into decay; and you will, with that view, 
hoist the British union flag on shore, and proceed to repair Fort George if any part of it remains, or to 
construct a new small fort or block-house on its ancient site, of adequate dimensions, on which, when it
is completed, you will erect a permanent flag-staff, and keep the British union flag constantly hoisted.

Should you find at Port Egmont any persons professing to be British subjects, you are to call  them 
publicly before you, and register their names, ages, and occupations, together with the time they may 
have been residing in the Falkland Islands; and in the event of there being also at that port any foreign 
persons, occupied in peaceable pursuits, you will explain to them the relation in which they are to 
continue to hold themselves to the crown of Great Britain, whilst they remain in the British settlement of
the Falkland Islands; you will endeavour to ascertain, as near as possible, the numbers and nations of 
any such foreigners, but you are not to disturb them in their agricultural or other inoffensive 
employments. 686

So soon as you shall have accomplished this service at Port Egmont, you will charge the most 
respectable British subject in the place, if there be one, to preserve the British flag, and to keep it duly 
hoisted; and should nothing unforeseen have arisen, during your stay, to require your further presence 
there, you are to set out on your return, to give an account to the Commander-in-Chief, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and his majesty's Government.

Such will be your routine, if you meet with no impediment; but should you find, on your arrival at Port 
Egmont, any foreign persons in military force, who, affecting to be in possession of that port, may have 
hoisted a foreign flag, or shall attempt to resist your landing or operations, in obedience to these 
instructions, you are, in the first place, to acquaint the chief person commanding such force with the 
object of your mission; request to be informed of the reason of the force under his command being there 
in a British settlement; and, in terms of civility, require that the flag, if any be hoisted, be immediately 
struck, and that the force may be quickly withdrawn. You will then wait his reply, and, should he 
promptly comply with your request, you will, under due caution, afford every facility in your power for 
the embarkation and orderly departure of the foreign force in question, with any property to which such 
force may have a just claim; but if, on the contrary, your request for such flag to be struck, or for such 
foreign military force being withdrawn, should be refused, and objections of any sort be raised against 
compliance, you are, providing you deem the force of the sloop under your command adequate to the 
duty of forcible expulsion, to command, in the name of his Majesty, the said foreign person exercising 
chief authority, and all foreign military persons whomsoever, to lay down their arms and quit forthwith 
at their peril, the British possessions. And if, after this command, any further hesitation or resistance be 
attempted, you are to compel them to depart; observing that, in the event of your being obliged to have 
recourse to this painful measure, which you are only to adopt in the last extremity; you are to execute it 
with all moderation, consistent with its effectual accomplishment. And you are to admit of no 
compromise or evasive delay under any pretence whatever, if there be vessels present to convey such 
military persons away; it being his Majesty's purpose to keep up and maintain his sovereign rights over 
these Islands.

If, however, there should be no means of conveyance from the Islands for such foreign military persons, 
they are to be disarmed, and left there until further measures can be taken for their early removal. 

686 Later, Luis Vernet would argue that this instruction not to disturb the residents both recognised and guaranteed his rights
on East Falkland Island. cf. December, 1856
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Should you, on the other hand, be of opinion, that any such foreign force which you may find at Port 
Egmont, or in any other port or place in the said islands, are decidedly superior to the force of the Clio,
which is scarcely to be expected; and it might therefore be imprudent to attempt to expel them by force 
of arms, you must then, should your request for their departure be rejected, most solemnly protest in 
writing, in the name of the King, against such forcible resistance and hostility in the British territories, 
and warn such chief person in command, and all persons whomsoever, of the lamentable consequences 
which must inevitably and suddenly follow so gross a violation of the law of nations, and especially of 
the dignity and sacred rights of Great Britain.

Excepting this protest, you are to enter into no written correspondence whatever with any such military
persons holding forcible possession of his Majesty's dominions; nor to recognise them by any of 
proceedings in any other view as illegal intruders. And if, after your final protest, the person exercising
chief command of such foreign force, should still refuse to resign possession of the place, you are to 
proceed with all possible despatch to join the Commander-in-Chief for further orders. But as it is 
desirable that his Majesty's minister at Buenos Ayres should be made acquainted as early as possible 
with the result, whatever it may be, of your visit to the Falkland Islands, you will call in on your return 
at Monte Video, whence you will forward to that gentleman a concise report of your proceedings; and 
should you not find the Commander-in-Chief in the river Plate, you will hear intelligence of his 
position, and resume your exertions to rejoin him without a moment's delay. 687

With the arrival of HMS Tyne at Rio de Janeiro, that same day, further orders instruct Onslow.

“With reference to the 7th and 8th Paragraphs of my Instructions to you of this day’s date, regarding 
your proceedings at the Falkland Islands, you are to understand that His Majesty’s ship Tyne having 
now arrived here, and it being my intention to direct Captain Hope to call in at Port Egmont on his way
to the Pacific; you are in the event of meeting with the obstructions provided for in those two 
paragraphs, not to return to the Commander in Chief for further orders immediately, but you are to 
wait the Tyne’s arrival there, and follow the Orders of Captain Hope in carrying the directions of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty into complete execution...” 688

# Researcher's Comment: Very detailed. A reflection of the political influences that stood behind them perhaps. 

It has been claimed that these orders confined Onslow to action only at the harbour of Port Egmont on West 

Falkland – the one place that Britain had some certainty as to it's history and rights of sovereignty. That is not 

necessarily correct. Paragraph 2 of Baker's orders to Onslow stated - “On your arrival at Port Egmont, you will 

immediately restore the symbols of his Majesty's sovereignty over the Falkland Islands...” Another sentence 

adds “... or in any other port or place in the said islands,..” 

All commanders had to react to the situation that they found on the ground; some deviation from instruction 

being inevitable. But all Commanders also took the risk that whatever action they took would subsequently be 

considered, with the benefit of hindsight, by their superiors. The politicians back in England would have the 

opportunity to reject – or adopt – whatever actions were taken.

“An examination of the documents cited shows us that the Instructions drafted by Rear Admiral Baker do not 

contain the slightest reference to Puerto Luis or Puerto Soledad. The whole boils down to pointing at Port 

687 PRO FO 6/500/181. Original emphasis, but not all may be by the Rear-Admiral. Also ADM 1/2276. Slightly different 
version in Whitington 1840. 

688 ADM 1/40. Tyne was carrying a new British Consul for Peru, Colonel Belford Hinton Wilson.
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Egmont as the theatre of action in which Onslow must perform his task. What is the reason why the Admiralty 

and its rear admiral, aware of the existence of a white population in Puerto Luis, omit to mention this point in 

a document of such importance? How can we explain, moreover, that Onslow, after a very short stay in Port 

Egmont, launched in a straight line in search of Port Louis? This leads us to conjecture that either verbal 

instructions were given to the above-mentioned officer, or, much more likely, there are reserved instructions 

whose content is unfortunately unknown to us.” 689

November 29th, HMS Clio sails from Rio de Janeiro for the Falkland Islands. 690

At Port Louis, following disorder among the troops and the resultant floggings, some soldiers plan a mutiny.

“... their superior was thought to be unnecessarily severe, and occupied them increasingly in drill and 

parade,... They were obliged in consequence of his system to live upon worse fare than the settlers, 

because they could not go about to forage for themselves;..” 691

November 30th, Rear-Admiral Thomas Baker writes from Rio de Janeiro to inform Gore at Buenos Aires of; “…

having sent the Clio to the Falkland Islands, and I inclose a copy of the instructions under which Commander 

Onslow is acting.” Baker notes alongside his copy to the Admiralty, that; “I have made this communication to 

Mr. Gore to enable him to meet any Representations that may be made by the Buenos Ayreans.” 692

At Port Louis, Brevet Major Mestivier is murdered.

“At 8am the troops of the island mutinied against their Commander, stabbed and shot him dead in his 
own kitchen, dragged him out to the green and buried him about two hours after they committed the 
deed – his wife was in a deplorable case but (we) could not render any assistance whatever at the time 
– I charged all our small arms and one of our guns as they threatened to murder us and take the 
Schooner...” 693

“... after many threats they murdered him.” 694

“... the garrison mutinied and Sergeant Manuel Saenz Valiente shot and hacked Mestivier to death.” 695

“Faced with the possibility of new incursions, the government of Buenos Aires had instructed Mestivier 

regarding the need to maintain the discipline of the troops and order among the other people who 

inhabited the establishment. In compliance with the provisions, the commander imposed sentences of 

arrest, flogging, and other severities, measures that, although they were legally authorized, were 

poorly tolerated and resisted by some of his subordinates due to the rigor of their application. In this 

way, the violent reaction of one of them was unleashed, who, supported by several accomplices, 

assassinated the officer in the midst of confused and sordid episodes and before the passivity or 

complicity of the second in command, who did little or nothing to prevent him from consummate the 

crime.” 696

689 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.322
690 The British Packet & Argentine News December 15, 1832
691 FitzRoy 1839 vol.2
692 Contents of Vol.160 Rear Admiral Sir Thomas Baker Commander in Chief from 26th September, 1831 to 3rd March, 

1833. The South American and Cape of Good Hope Stations United. By Admiralty Order dated 20th June, 1831 in ADM 
50/188 

693 Log of Rapid. Copy in AGN VII, 130, doc.45
694 FitzRoy 1839 vol.2
695 Peña & Peña 2018. Pinedo identified Valiente as holding the rank of Soldier (Private). 
696 Jiminez, Alioto & Villar 2018 p.47. These authors identify Manuel Saenz Valiente as being of ‘African descent’.
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Other members of the garrison join in the rioting that follows for much of the day. The crew of the beached 

Rapid, under its captain, John Ross, take up defensive positions with two loaded cannon.

“Total anarchy then reigned at Port Louis as the Argentine troops went on the rampage. Some of the 

other soldiers joined the seven principle mutineers, terrifying the inhabitants and robbing their 

houses...Gomila was now the acting commander of the garrison, but he joined in their excesses, exulting

in Mestivier's death, moving into the room of his widow and repeatedly showing her the watch he had 

stolen from Mestivier's body. … That evening, 30 November 1832, the crew of the Rapid stood ready to 

defend their ship from the mutinous Argentina troops, who threatened to capture her...” 697

As dusk approaches, the French whaler, Jean-Jacques, under Captain Guérin, returns to Berkeley Sound; seen 

by both the crew of Rapid and the mutineers. 698

“At 6PM saw a ship beating up the sound – at 9.30 PM saw the troops muster with their arms and come
down towards us – called all hands to be in readiness to jump the moment they discharged one shot. 
They crossed our bows, halted, went through some manoeuvres and marched up again leaving a guard 
of 7 men close ahead of us.-” 699

“After a long enough crossing, but not having experienced any damage, I found myself on the 30th of last 

month in the northern part of the Falklands; my intention was to pass by in the West, but not having been able 

to double the Savage Islands, I was forced, by the power of the wind, … to the east part. Being at the opening of

a Bay I found, and the wind continuing with violence, I entered it with the intention of waiting out the wind, 

and taking refreshment for a few days. I was retained by the circumstances…” 700

December 1st, moored in Berkeley Sound, Guérin is informed of what has happened by Capt. Ross.They both 

lead a party of men up to the garrison site where they speak to Adjutant Captain Jóse Antonio Gomila. Gomila 

claims to have no control over the troops. 

“I consider Adjutant Gomila the principal perpetrator of the death of my late husband; he incited those
who encompassed it.” 701

“... all the disorder, murdering and everything that happened on the Island was due to him, and the he alone is 

the guilty party. His timidity and cowardice put him in such a state of confusion that he did not know what to 

do.” 702

Mestivier’s widow, Gertrudis, is taken aboard the French ship, together with some of the settlers. Henry Metcalf 

and William Dickson take refuge on board, as does Adjutant Captain Gomila. On shore, looting continues. 

Concerned that his ship remains vulnerable, Capt. Ross maintains an armed vigilance.

“That visit to the settlement by Ross and Guérin was the first of Guérin's three visits ashore, and the first of two

occassions on whcich he called the Argnetine garrison together and addressed them in Spanish, which he spoke

fluently. ... Guérin says he threatened to land with twelve boats and 50 well-armed menand have them all shot 

if they resisted him in any way. ... following Guérin's threats the murderers took 30 horses, 4,000 cartridges 

and many weapons and fled into the Camp (countryside).” 703

697 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.191
698 This whaler had previously visited the port in February 1830.
699 Log of Rapid in AGN VII, 130, doc.45
700 Guerin to Hovius December 8, 1832 in Le Moniteur Universel August 5, 1833. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.204
701 Gertrudis Mestivier quoted in El Lucero February 9, 1833. At the trial in February, 1833, the ringleader was identified 

as Manuel Sáenz Valiente
702 Letter from Pinedo published in La Gaceta Mercatil February 11, 1833. See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.205-106
703 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.192
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December 2nd, Guérin and Ross lead a party of armed men to retrieve property belong to Mestivier's widow.

December 3rd, the carpenters left behind by Pinedo ask to be taken aboard Jean-Jaques for their own safety. 

Guérin tells those members of the garrison who he can find, that if they feel themselves innocent then they 

should surrender to him. Some do, and are placed aboard the Jean-Jacques.

“The dissension among the assassins soon provided me with an opportunity to seize them. I made them 
call, and making myself unarmed in the midst of them, accompanied by their captain, I demanded that 
all those who did not believe themselves guilty of the murder separate themselves from others and go 
on board with their captain: more than half, as I thought.” 704

From Buenos Aires, a copy of Vernet's report, as presented to envoy Baylies but left unread, is sent to the US 

Government. 705 Meanwhile, in Washington, in his annual report to Congress, the Secretary of the Navy refers to 

the Falklands; “Our trade and fisheries have not been bothered there since that occurrence.” 706

December 4th, US President Jackson's 1832 'State of the Union' address is delivered to the nation.

“I refrain from making any communication on the subject of our affairs with Buenos Ayres, because the
negotiation communicated to you in my last annual message was at the date of our last advices still 
pending and in a state that would render a publication of the details inexpedient.”

“Jackson whitewashed Comdr. Duncan's destruction of the Argentine settlement …. by saying that publication 

of details of the Buenos Aires incident would be "inexpedient." No report was made by the President to 

Congress of Duncan's attack.” 707

December 5th, at Port Louis, eight gauchos seek refuge aboard Rapid. Capt. Ross keeps, “all hands in readiness

for defence.” 

In Buenos Aires, General and Governor Juan Manuel José Domingo Ortiz de Rosas, who has been suffering from

an undefined (political?) illness for many weeks, formally resigns. 708

December 6th, at Port Louis, the stand-off continues. Rapid is still beached, but preparations are in hand to 

refloat her. Jean-Jacques remains offshore with her guns aimed at the settlement.

December 7th, at Port Louis, Rapid is refloated. Capataz Jean (Juan) Simon, organises an team to hunt down 

the mutineers.

“... the capture of the seven men of the rebellion is due to the capataz of the Islands, who of his own initiative 

attempted to do it, and he and the French captain who was there asked Gomila to accompany them, with some 

soldiers and with more than thirty men whom the French captain put at his, and with the gauchos of the 

Island, all well armed and ammunitioned, and he (Gomila) did not have the courage to go, and he admitted 

having been insulted by the two of them (Simon and Guérin) and remained in the houses, and the capataz, , 

who had already committed himself to doing so, went with four gauchos and some soldiers who voluntarily 

followed him, and that same morning he captured them,...” 709

704 Guerin to Hovius December 8, 1832 published in Le Moniteur Universel August 5, 1833
705 See August 10, 1832
706 Quoted in Dominguez a Ortiz 25 de abril de 1884 in Fitte 1966 p.458. cf. December, 1831
707 The Chicago Tribune July 8, 1949
708 To keep himself occupied, Rosas attacked the Indian tribes of Patagonia in the first War of the Desert. He would be 

back. See 1835.
709 Letter from Pinedo published in La Gaceta Mercatil February 11, 1833. See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.205-106
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Juan Simon returns with the captives. One of his gauchos, rides in ahead to bring the news, firing a shot in the 

air to rouse the inhabitants; “... Gomila got such a shock that he fled for the boats, shouting to everyone to go 

aboard and that the rebels were coming...” 710 All the mutineers are placed in irons aboard Rapid.

“There is also a small English schooner in the harbour; her name is Rapid from Liverpool; as she was 
stranded and in repair, it could not be of any use to me. Since yesterday it is afloat, I have put the 
prisoners there, and I had the rest of the soldiers disarmed, which I had put on land. I will estimate the 
expenses caused by the delay of the ship and the value of the consumption of food made on board by the 
troop and families…” 711

At New island, Lieut. Col. Pinedo finds the American sealer Sun. Pinedo orders its captain, Joseph P. Trott, to 

leave the Islands; “.. after firing on her and treating her officers and crew with great insolence.” 712

“... on New Island I sighted the schooner Sol, dedicated to fishing, of wolves on that island, which I 
forbade him and ordered him to leave. The man fled from me and it took me a whole morning to chase 
him, until I hunted him down in a port on the island.”713

“Captain Trott States, that on the 7 December ult., while standing out of North Harbor, New Island (one of the 
Falklands) he fell in with that vessel (Sarandi) whose Commander, with much abusive language, order'd him to 
depart immediately from those fisheries and return to the United States, threatening to capture and send him to 
Buenos Ayres in case he was again found engaged in them, and declaring his intention to deal in like manner 
with all American vessels in similar circumstances. The following is the notation which he indorsed on the Sun's 
Register:714

"Don Jose M. Pinedo,
Lieutenant Colonel de Marina,
and Commander of the Goleta
Argentina Sarandi: Having
recognized the American
schooner Sun, the one who is
fishing for wolves, has
prohibited it, according to the
orders of his Superior
Government, and recorded (it)
not to continue the fishing of
wolves in these Islands, and to
return to its Country. New
Island of Malvinas 7 December
1832".” 715

“... it was the first time that

Buenos Aires had extended its activities beyond East Falkland (the only island included in Louis Vernet's 

concession of 1828...” 716

710 Ibid.
711 Guerin to Hovius December 8, 1832 published in Le Moniteur Universel August 5, 1833
712 Greenhow 1842. Caillet-Bois (1982 (6th ed.) p.294) gives the date as November 21, 1832.
713 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833.
714 Medenhall to Slacum (Montevideo) January 16, 1833 in Manning 1832 p.184
715 Fitte 1966 pp.381-382
716 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p200
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Trott moves away, but continues sealing. 717

“Pinedo says Trott told him that an American and a Uruguayan ship had fired at him and had then left for the 

Magellan Strait, a highly unlikely story (we have found no record of anything comparable). ... sending Pinedo 

on a wild-goose chase to remove him from the islands for a while, and the result was dramatic. Pinedo sailed 

to the Strait and spent two weeks on a fruitless search for the offending ships…” 718

December 8th, restored to command, Adjutant Captain Jóse Antonio Gomila is presented with a bill for 2,503 

silver French francs by Guérin to cover his expenses. 719 On the same day, Gomila reaches an agreement with 

Capt. Ross for the Rapid to remain at Port Louis at 40 Spanish dollars for every day until the Sarandi returns. 

Or, if the Sarandi does not return, to convey the garrison back to Buenos Aires for “one thousand Pounds 

sterling”. 720

December 9th, Jean-Jacques sails for Montevideo, taking Mestivier’s widow.

December 11th, in Buenos Aires, La Gazeta Mercantil carries a story about the sailing from Rio de Janeiro of a 

corvette, HMS Clio; headed to the Falklands in order to verify; “... the occupation of those islands.” 721 With few 

facts, the newspaper expresses its belief that the Royal Navy are only going to the archipelago in order to 

recognise the Argentine colony there, and thereafter bring the British government up-to-date. 722

December 13th, from Washington DC, Britain's charge d'affairs writes to inform Lord Palmerston; “I learn 

that the Government of Monte Video have protested in common with the United States against the claim of 

Buenos Ayres with respect to the right of fishing near the Falkland Islands.” 723

December 14th, Bankhead writes again from Washington.

“I met the Secretary of state at the President's; He mentioned to me that the Government of Buenos 
Ayres had dispatched a vessel to the Falkland Islands with a view of again occupying them, and 
reasserting their claim to Sovereignty. The Government of Monte Video, he added, were on the point of 
sending a vessel to those Islands, disputing the pretensions of Buenos Ayres and claiming their right to 
the territory in question. … the Secretary of State enquired whether I had received any communication 
from His Majesty's Government as to this latter proceeding on the part of Buenos Ayres.” 724

December 15th, in Montevideo, El Universal reports that Clio is intent upon enforcing British sovereignty.

In Buenos Aires, The British Packet & Argentine News also carries a report. 725

“It is said, according to the letters authority received from Rio de Janeiro, that HMS Clio was about to 
leave Rio de Janeiro on the 17th of the past for the Falkland Islands, in order to take "sovereign 
possession" of those islands in name of His Britannic Majesty. Another report states that the purpose of
the Clio's visit to the Falkland Islands is simply to study its present condition, and to report on it.”

December 17th, in Buenos Aires, Juan Ramón Balcarce takes over as Governor.

717 Sun took seals up until January 4, 1833, when she sailed for Montevideo.
718 Pascoe 2020 p.145
719 The payment order, signed by Gomila in favour of the French Consul-General in Montevideo, was never honoured.
720 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.202-203.
721 In fact, Clio was a brig-sloop. Smaller than a corvette.
722 La Gazeta Mercatil January 11, 1832 p.3. An optimism perhaps explained by the secrecy under which the British 

protests of 1829 and 1832 had been kept by the government of Buenos Aires. 
723 Bankhead to Palmerston December 13, 1832 in FO 97/35/17
724 Bankhead to Palmerston December 14, 1832 in FO 97/35
725 Quoted in Fitte 1966 p.364. 
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December 18th, HMS Tyne sails from Rio de Janeiro, in support of HMS Clio.

“Onslow and Hope were to reassert British sovereignty, but not to establish it by occupation.” 726

December 20th, at the British harbour of Port Egmont, Commander Onslow brings Clio to anchor. He goes 

ashore on Saunders Island to inspect the remains of Fort George and Jasons Town. 

“(I) found the ruins of our settlement on Saunders Island. The town stood on the south side of a 
mountain less than 600' high. The settlers had extended their gardens to the westward of this mountain, 
the remains of which are still perceptible...” 727

December 21st, in Washington, the House of Representatives calls for all correspondence relative to the fall-out

with Buenos Aires to be published. President Jackson defers, arguing that negotiations are not yet complete.

December 22nd, a New York newspaper, The Editor, calls Duncan’s action at Port Louis in December 1831, “… 

a cruel abuse of force and friendship.” 728

December 23rd, on Saunders Island, Onslow notes; “...(I) repaired what appeared to me to have been Fort 

George. Whilst in port the Union was hoisted daily at the fort and I left the following inscription …” 729

“These Islands have been visited by His Britannic Majesty's ship Clio,
for the purpose of exercising the rights of sovereignty. 

23rd December, 1832”

“A tablet was attached to the Flag Staff bearing an inscription to the effect "That the British Flag had been 

hoisted on that Island on the 23rd December, 1832 by Capt. Onslow of H.M.’s ship ‘Clio’ in testimony of the 

Falkland Islands being Dependencies of the British Dominions."...” 730

“On December 20 (Onslow) entered Port Egmont, Saunders Islands; after visiting the ruins of the old British 

settlement he left, in what he believed to be the old Fort George, a pole with the flag hoisted and with an 

inscription that read like this: Visited by H. M. M. S. Clio for the purpose of exercising the Right of Sovereignty 

over these Islands 23rd December 1832.” 731

December 26th, after a pointless search near the Magellan Strait, Pinedo sails for the Falklands archipelago. 732

December 29th, at Port Louis, Adjutant Captain Jóse Antonio Gomila concludes that Sarandi is lost and 

determines to return the garrison to Buenos Aires on Rapid. 

“By late December Pinedo had been away for over five weeks; Gomila assumed that the Sarandí had been 

wrecked, so Pinedo was not coming back. Gomila therefore assumed full command and decided to evacuate the

entire Argentine garrison to Buenos Aires, and on 29 December, as part of his settling of accounts before they 

left the islands, he signed a receipt for 29 cows and three hides. That day he made an agreement with Captain 

726 Pascoe 2020 p.142
727 Quoted in Whitington 1840
728 The Editor December 22, 1832 no.223 p.1 cols 2-4 quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.282
729 Quoted in History of the British Colonies Robert Montgomery Martin 1835. Kay-Shuttleworth 1910 p.360; Cawkell 

2001 p.60
730 Belford Hinton Wilson's account in FO 78/1/199
731 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.324
732 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
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Ross of the Rapid: Ross was to take to Buenos Aires not merely the prisoners, who were already aboard, but 

the whole garrison with their women and children, their weapons and equipment, plus any civilians who 

wished to go. Ross had abandoned his voyage to help Gomila and the inhabitants of Port Louis, so he was to 

get £660 sterling for the loss of profits, plus 40 pesos a day for sheltering the people for the first 21 days. 

Accordingly, the weapons and tools were placed aboard the Rapid in preparation for leaving, and Gomila 

arranged with Ross that the ship would sail on 31 December 1832.” 733

During the evening, as the garrison's equipment is being loaded onto Rapid, Sarandi enters Berkeley Sound. 

December 30th, as Sarandi approaches the settlement, Capt. Ross sends a boat with the news of the mutiny.

“On the 30th at six o'clock in the morning, two boats came on board, one from the English schooner 
Rapid, to which I had provided my carpenters for the necessary repairs, and on the other came the 
Argentine Assistant Gomila armed with a pistol and saber, with two individuals from the island. The 
news he brought was not good: on the island there had been a mutiny by the troops under his 
command, they had assassinated Major Mestivier, he had seven prisoners on the English schooner 
Rapid which was in port for repair work, and the rest of the troops were in disarray. I immediately went
to the port, went ashore and actually found everything in disorder and neglect and the accomplices of 
the mutiny in full looting.” 734

“… a mutiny had taken place whilst he was at Sea, amongst the soldiers, they had killed their 
commander, and were in a state of great insubordination, so much so, that the settlers were afraid to 
pursue their vocations, and all appeared anarchy and confusion.” 735

On his arrival back at the settlement, Lieut. Col. Pinedo takes command of the remains of the garrison; cancelling

the evacuation of the garrison to Buenos Aires and requiring the return of garrison equipment from Rapid. The 

prisoners already on the British ship, are left in chains there. Pinedo sets up a court of enquiry, appointing José 

Antonio Gomila as prosecutor, and 2nd Lt. Listas as Secretary.

“I ordered Gomila to pass me an urgent report … As there was no other officer, I had to appoint him 
the prosecutor for the case and the 19-year-old Second Lieutenant Luciano Listas, secretary.” 736

“Gertrudis Sánchez later argued that Pinedo did very little to establish responsibilities, limiting himself to 

listening without major objections to Gomila's account – whom he kept in office – and to apprehending the 

murderer and other rioters with the purpose of referring them to Buenos Aires for trial.” 737

At Port Egmont, having waited the stipulated 10 days for HMS Tyne, Onslow determines to investigate reports of

a military force in Berkeley Sound.

“During our stay at Port Egmont the boats were employed to examine into Brett's Harbour, Byron's 
Sound, Kepple's Sound and as far westward as Point Bay, 60 miles from our anchorage, to search for 
inhabitants but found none. I was therefore led to believe, with reference to that part of your orders 
which pointed out the probability of a foreign force being in these islands (if any existed), I should find 
them in Berkeley Sound, to the eastward. Not having met with the obstructions at Port Egmont 
mentioned in the 7th and 8th Paragraphs of your orders I did not conceive myself justified in waiting at 

733 Pascoe 2020 p.145
734 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833. Not true. The mutineers were all in chains 

aboard Rapid. There was no looting at the time Pinedo landed. A little poetic licence, perhaps.
735 Pinedo quoted in Onslow to Admiralty – ADM 1/2276 
736 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
737 Jiminez, Alioto & Villar 2018 p.48. Gertrudis Sánchez had already left Port Louis aboard Jean-Jacques.
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that Port for H.M. Ship Tyne, as I had been ten days there. I left a sealed bottle at the fort to acquaint 
Captain Hope that I had sailed for Berkeley Sound...” 738

“At 6.30pm that day, Sunday 30 December, 1832, having spent 

exactly 10 days waiting for HMS Tyne, as he had been ordered to 

do if he found no "obstructions", Commander Onslow left Port 

Egmont again in Clio. Before sailing he left a note in a bottle, as 

was traditional... to tell Captain Hope of the Tyne where he had 

gone, then set off, not back to Rio, but eastwards along the north 

coast of the Falklands towards Port Louis; it was not mentioned in

his orders, but his orders suggested he might find a foreign force 

"at Port Egmont, or in any other Port or Place in the said Islands" 

so he had a shrewd idea he ought to go there.” 739

December 31st, Adjutant Captain Gomila hands over his findings to Lieut. Col. Pinedo.

“On the 31st he gave it to me, and having no other Officer I appointed him to be Prosecutor and Second 
Lieutenant Dn Luciano Listas to be Secretary.” 740

“Throughout the day, 31 December, 1832, as the Clio sailed eastwards along the north coast of the islands, 

Pinedo worked to restore order at Port Louis. Gomila presented his report on the mutiny, but there were sharp 

protests from the inhabitants, who delivered their own reports on Gomila's conduct...” 741

1833 – January 1st, Lieut. Col. Pinedo, realizing that Gomila was complicit in the mutiny, orders his arrest. 

“On the 1st, I was presented by Listas with accusations of the tricks that Gomila was doing, who 
apparently took the statements wrong and put what he wanted. Three others supported the accusations 
and added that he was a criminal character, that while he was in command he favored disorder, that he 
threatened the troops and fired bullets into the air; that that night he told the troops that he was taking 
the late Mestivier's wife to the hills, insulting her and letting them steal everything from her; that he 
forced her to live with him in the same room and celebrated the death of her husband, telling him that 
all this had happened to him as a barbarian. Indignant I called Gomila on board, I severely rebuked 
him for his behavior, I made him give me the Mestivier watch that he had stolen from him when he was 
killed, flaunting and showing the time to his wife at every turn. I left the man arrested...” 742

“Listas, several soldiers, Juan Simon, Enrique Metcalf and others accused Gomila of being an accomplice of the

rebels.” 743

Pinedo adds two more garrison soldiers, accused of molesting Mestivier’s body, to those below Rapid’s decks. 744

738 Onslow to Baker January 19, 1833 in FO 6/500/189. Also History of the Colonies of the British Empire Robert M. 
Martin 1843 p.142. See November 28, 1832 for Onslow's orders.

739 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.210
740 Pinedo’s Report of January 16, 1833 in AGN VII 60. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.28. Pascoe's translation 

into English p.707
741 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.210
742 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
743 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.295
744 Manuel Delgado and Mariano Gadea. 
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Life at the Port Louis settlement starts to return to normal.

“... of the 37 civilians remaining on 1 January 1833, only 10 were Argentinians anyway, ... and of all the people

in the Falklands that day, the longest-established whose arrival date is known were the two black African 

former slaves Carmelita and Gregoria, who had been there for 4 years and 4 months since 2 September 1828. 

Not a single person is known to have been in the islands longer than that...” 745

In North America, on the same day, Francis Baylies writes two letters to Secretary Edward Livingston; the first - 

'Despatch No. 12'.

“In the account of the conference between the undersigned as Charge 'Affaires of the United States and 
the Provisional Minister of Foreign Affairs Buenos Ayres, as stated by himself, that Minister asserts that
he informed me that the Memorial of Luis Vernet addressed to his Government made an integral part of 
the communication made to me of date August 14 ... 

Had I supposed that Vernet was the real Minister of Foreign Affairs at Buenos Ayres I should have read 
his memorial and replied to it. But if my attendants interpreted aright no such assertion was made to 
me. Nevertheless as that memorial is now avowed by that Government, and has been communicated to 
this in a printed book, which however I did not obtain possession until yesterday I think it proper to call
your attention to some assertions in that Memorial.” 746

Baylies takes up the assertion that David Jewett claimed the Falkland Islands in 1820; identifying the piratical 

acts of both Jewett and Mason and enclosing the court reports from Portugal of 1822.

“Such is the vessel and such the officers and crew on which Luis Vernet relies, as having taken formal 
and legal possession of the Falkland Islands on behalf of the Argentine Republic. If his memorial is to 
be considered as having been adopted by the Government of Buenos-Ayres as a part of the exposition of
their right and title to the Islands then it follows that the Heroine is considered by them as a national 
vessel and it is equally true that this national vessel of Buenos-Ayres was a common pirate infesting the 
high seas, and of the same character with those of the Barbary States, and incapable of securing to that
nation, by any act, any of those rights which are regarded as legitimate, by nations which respect the 
usages which form the law amongst civilized people. If on the other hand the assertions of Vernet are to
be regarded as the assertions of an individual and not authorised or adopted by the Government of 
Buenos-Ayres, then it follows that the commander & crew of the Heroine, being pirates, were as much 
the enemies of Buenos Ayres as of other nations, and surely it is impossible for them to avail themselves
of the acts of such, to establish a legitimate title to any territory whatsoever.” 747

The second letter from Baylies to Livingston is marked 'Private.'

“The document which I have transmitted to you with the despatch 12 was obtained through the 
intervention of Mr Slacum from John Wyatt Lt. ... Jewitt, Pirate as he is, having a deadly quarrel with 
the Govt. of Buenos Ayres is on our side, (and) has given Captain Duncan much valuable information 
respecting the waters of the Rio de la Plata and the best mode of annoying Buenos Ayres in the event of 
a naval war. He is now in the service of Brazil ….” 748

745 Pascoe 2020 p.156
746 Manning 1832 from p.167. Also in Fitte 1966 pp.366-371
747 Ibid. p.175. cf. 1820, 1821 & 1822
748 Baylies to Livingstone January 1, 1833 quoted in Manning 1925. John Wyatt was a lieutenant on the Heroina when she 

was captured by the Portuguese in 1822. See the footnote to April 6, 1817 for comments on the spelling of Jewett/Jewitt.
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January 2nd, at Port Louis, around noon, Commander John James Onslow anchors Clio. At 3pm, Onslow is 

rowed over to the Sarandi and is presented to Lieutenant-Colonel José Maria Pinedo.

“I... found a settlement under a BA flag, with 25 soldiers and also a national schooner of war under 
the same flag. I waited upon the commander of the schooner. He informed me he commanded both 
afloat and ashore. I acquainted him civilly with the object of my mission and requested him to embark 
his force and haul down his flag on shore, he being in a possession belonging to the Crown of Great 
Britain. At first he acquiesced provided I would put the same in writing, which I did...” 749

“At 3 o'clock in the afternoon he arrived accompanied by two officers and without giving further 
explanations said that he had come to take possession of the Malvinas Islands since they belonged to 
His Majesty Británica. He came from Rio Janeiro accompanied by another frigate and had a strict 
order to put up the English Pavilion, to embark our troops together with the other inhabitants, and to 
load everything that belonged to us to take it to Buenos Ayres. He ordered me to have our flag lowered 
from the ground the next morning. I could not get out of my astonishment and I refused to fulfill his 
claims before receiving orders from my Government, since my mission was precisely to bring in the 
new Argentine authorities. I protested that on his word of honor he would tell me if we were in a state 
of war with Great Britain. He told me no, that his mission was to continue with the friendship and 
business of always and that he was surprised that I did not know anything about it. He agreed to send 
me the communication with the supposed orders given by the Chief of the forces of His British 
Majesty.” 750

“The surprise that the commander of the Sarandí had to experience was, without a doubt, great, despite which 

he protested immediately against the size of the attack, and ... demanded it be declared if war had broken out 

between Buenos Aires and England. He was told that, quite the contrary, "friendship and commerce were the 

same and that it was strange that I did not have orders from my Government, as he believed that this had 

already been negotiated between the two Governments" But the Argentine chief did not resign himself to 

accepting the proposed arrangement,..” 751

Onslow returns to Clio to put his requirements into writing, after which his note is delivered to Pinedo

“I have to acquaint you, I have received directions from his excellency the commander-in-chief of his 
Britannic Majesty's ships and vessels of war, South American station, in the name of his Britannic 
Majesty, to exercise the "rights of sovereignty over these islands". It is my intention to hoist, tomorrow 
morning, the national flag of Great Britain on shore, when I request you will be pleased to haul down 
your flag on shore, and withdraw your forces, taking with you all stores, &c. belonging to your 
government. I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant.” 752

“It is worth highlighting that this action was performed autonomously, since going to Isla Soledad was not 

among his instructions, which were limited to Port Egmont.” 753

“Onslow's note contained no ultimatum and mentioned no consequences of non-compliance; his tone was civil 

enough but undeniably firm.” 754

749 Onslow to Baker January 19, 1833. According to Pinedo's version of events he immediately protested when told.
750 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
751 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.296 & 324
752 Annual Register 1833 vol.75 p.374
753 Kohen & Rodríguez 2017 p.135
754 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.214
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Intent upon organising a defence, Lieut. Col. Pinedo releases the garrison prisoners, and arms the gauchos. 755

“Not having the orders of my government, I instantly tried to resist and refuse to consent to what was 
asked of me. The drama was that all my crew from the boatswain to the other officers, were English, 
except 4 sailors and 6 boys, 3 of age 10 to 12 years, of null capacity and 14 men of troops, three 
English. So it was that I brought them together, making them see what their duty was and what mine 
was and that the next day they would have to set fire to the English flag and uphold the honor of the 
flag they served. I asked them, as Englishmen, to speak to me frankly and they all replied to me that 
they were English and that they belonged to that Navy that they had served, that they could not set fire 
to their flag, that if it were from another Nation, they would die to my first orders to give in to nothing, 
but that it was very hard for them to set fire to the English Pavilion, ...” 756

“I saw my whole crew from the boatswain and other officers were English except 4 sailors and 6 boys - 
very young and not capable of anything - and 14 enlisted men...” 757

“Pinedo called all the officers of the sea, that is, boatswain, constables, guardians, helmsmen and gabieros, and

after having made present what he said to the officers of war, he demanded that they help him with his efforts 

for the space of 10 days, that if defeated there was no arrival from Buenos Aires he would abandon everything 

and go to this destination. They all unanimously replied that they would support him to the last end for this 

term. At once orders were given to make a fight, and the artillery was loaded with bullet and shrapnel; arms 

and ammunition were sent to the troops of the garrisons of the island and the colonists, and in all the time of 

these preparations I can assure you that there was not one who did not willingly attend to perform his part.”758

“It is not easy to be able to pinpoint the truth of what happened on board the schooner, because while Pinedo 

declares that most of his crew was English, Lieutenant Roberto Elliot refutes it in part, since he claims that 

they were Americans, with the exception of the pilot who was English.” 759

“Pinedo’s first thought was to resist, but he soon saw it would be impossible – the Clio was much more heavily 

armed, with 18 guns (sixteen 32-pounders and two 6-pounders) against the Sarandí’s 9 guns (one 16-pounder, 

two 12-pounders, two 8-pounders and four short carronades), and many of his own crew were British (only 

one officer apart from himself was a South American); for British subjects to fire on a British warship would of

course have been treason. … Pinedo released Gomila and gave him arms for the troops, and gave the capataz 

Juan Simon arms for the eight men he said he could command.” 760

At 10pm, Pinedo sends a “deputation” consisting of Capt. Mason, the surgeon, John Clark and the pilot Matthew 

Brisbane. However, as Onslow is asleep, Clio's the deck officer declines to allow them on board. 

“At 10 o'clock at night I sent Captain Mason and the doctor to protest to the commander that I could 
not allow him to take possession of the Falkland Islands until I received orders from my government, 

755 Capataz Juan Simon had only eight men, but Pinedo armed them and sent them home with the instruction that they 
should await orders. See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.220

756 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
757 Informe de Jose M. de Pinedo a Fransisco Lynch, Buenos Aires January 16, 1833. With no great maritime history in 

South America, it was common to find English sailors among the crews of their navies.
758 Lt. Roberto Eliot quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.326 citing La Gaceta Mercantil February 14, 1833 no.2918 p.2.

Caillet-Bois notes; “The information provided by Pinedo differs completely, because he says: "They all answered me to 
one that they were English and belonged to that same navy, that they had served that they could not set fire to their 
pavilion (flag)."..”

759 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.326.
760 Pascoe 2020 p.147
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and that if he wanted to do it by force I would resist at all costs, that that was my duty. The Commander
was sleeping and did not receive them.” 761

Pinedo's position was awkward; he was aggrieved to be told to leave, but he actually wanted to leave anyway 

– if the Clio had not arrived he would have sailed in a few days to take the mutious members of the garrison to 

Buenos Aires for trial. At first he decided to request a face-saving exercise; he would ask Commandeer Onslow 

to delay raising the British flag until he himself had left in the Sarandi. That would allow him to claim later 

that he had left the Argentine flag flying. That was the message he sent...” 762

January 3rd, Pinedo calls upon Onslow.

“Meanwhile, I prepared my troops on board by ammunition and loaded the artillery with bullets and 
shrapnel. In total on board and ashore he had 44 men. With them I had to face the English corvette, 
with an artillery three times greater in number and caliber than mine and triple the number of men. I 
didn't even have an officer to take over on the ground. For worse, my government's instructions 
expressly forbade me to fire on any foreign vessel, only to have to defend myself when attacked. This 
situation forced me to go aboard the English ship to repeat the same arguments to the Commander and 
to indicate to him that as long as no orders came from my government, I could not consent to any act 
that would violate the objective of my mission. The Commander repeated to me that he had not been at 
war, that friendship and commerce continued as usual but that his orders were clear. Put the English 
flag on His Majesty's land,..” 763

“... at 5am he visited me to request me to allow the BA flag to be kept flying on shore till Saturday, the 
5th, when he would finally sail taking with him the force and such settlers as expressed a desire to leave 
the island. I told him his request was inadmissible and that he must consider he was in a port belonging
to Great Britain.” 764

“Pinedo immediately withdrew, declaring Great Britain responsible for the insult, and the violation of the 

dignity of the Republic and of its rights, which were thus inconsistently and disrespectfully trampled on by 

force; that he was going to withdraw, but that he would not strike the flag on the shore.” 765

“The next morning, Pinedo repeated his attempt to save face,.. but again without success. He had only two 

options: to surrender or prepare for a gunfight.” 766

Lieut. Col. Pinedo returns to the Sarandi.

“Seeing that all possibility of settlement was lost, I decided to embark the 16 soldiers who were on land
in case the ship had to be defended .., ordering that no Argentine flag be lowered.” 767

“It was now about 7am on 3 January 1833; Pinedo took on board the soldiers to defend the ship, ordered the 

Argentine flag raised ashore as a last gesture of defiance, and watched to see what the British would do.” 768

761 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
762 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.215. Pascoe notes that Pinedo did not report this, but the information formed part of Capt. Mason's 

testimony at Pinedo's subsequent trial (AGN VII, 60 fols 34-35).
763 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
764 CO 78/1 also quoted in Whitington 1840
765 Annual Register 1833 p.373
766 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.216
767 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
768 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.217
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Seeing the Argentine flag flying at Port Louis, Onslow decides to act.

“Finding he (Pinedo) wavered, and was reluctant to strike the flag, I immediately landed, hoisted the 
Union and caused (the Argentine flag) to be lowered, sending it with a civil message to the schooner.”769

“At 9 o'clock in the
morning, three boats of
the English corvette with
18 soldiers disembarked
at the tip of the port of
San Luis, some of the
commander and some
officers, and, next to an
English house, they put
up a masthead and
raised their flag. At the
Casa Comandancia, 
about four blocks away
was our flag hoisted. An
officer and a soldier 
went there, they lowered it,..” 770

“Without appreciable resistance, the British disembarked on the morning of Thursday, January 3, 1833, and 

since Pinedo showed no intention of complying with the requirement, they themselves raised their flag and 

withdrew that of the United Provinces, which was formally delivered.” 771

Argentina's flag is returned to Sarandi, with a message that Onslow had found, “a foreign flag in the territory of

His Majesty.” 772

“… an officer came to my board giving me the flag. I knew that my position was indefensible and my 
crew can say that, had I fought the Clio, in no time the Sarandi would have gone under. With my throat 
closed, still not understanding the true situation that in an unusual way and in solitude I had been the 
protagonist, I made my last protest to the English Captain about the possession of the Island. He 
replied that if I did fire, he would protest the peace that there was between our Nations, ... I was clear 
about the instructions that the Superior Government gave me: "The Commander of the Sarandi War 
Schooner will exercise the greatest circumspection with foreign warships, he will never insult 
them,.."… ” 773

Lieut. Colonel Pinedo, albeit with a numerically superior force but fewer cannon, decides not to offer resistance.

“Powerless and having to ensure in any case the state of my crew and civilians, I resolved to embark 
the families, troops, and laborers who chose to return to Buenos Ayres.” 774

“Comandante Pinedo affirms ... that the Sarandí was in such a position that it could not maneuver. It is
evident not only to those who have been at the point in question, but to those who consult the 

769 Onslow quoted in CO 78/1
770 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
771 Jiminez, Alioto & Villar 2018 p.48
772 Reynolds 1835 p.513
773 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
774 Ibid. 
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geographical chart, that the Clio's artillery could only by chance harm the Sarandi, assuming that its 
artillery is 18 carronades of 24 and not cannons. To take the Sarandi by board(ing) (Onslow) would 
have been a fool to try, for the Clio had only 80 men on board and not 150, and the commander of the 
Sarandi had at least an equal number and not 14 soldiers and six boys as he assures: and finally, if he 
had thought seriously to defend himself even cavalry could have formed. The Sarandi in the position it 
occupied had the advantage of that of the Clio, and its pieces are 8 long, and not small as Mr. Pinedo 
says, but double the reach than those of the Clio. ...” 775

“(To) say that force cannot give a good legal title is to divorce international law from the actual practice of 

nations in all known periods in history.” 776

“Positive law before 1928 did recognize title transferred by conquest. … It is unconvincing to argue that Britain

could not forcibly acquire title to the Falklands because it did not formally declare war and utterly defeat 

Argentina. A formal state of war was not in 1833 required to transfer title,..” 777

“In the nineteenth century, it was inevitable that international law should allow states to acquire territory by 

conquest, because at that time customary international law imposed no limit on the right of states to go to 

war.” 778

“It would appear that conquest formed the original basis of title, irrespective of the British employment of 

other principles. This, coupled with the widespread recognition by the international community, including the 

United Nations, of the status of the territory as a British Colony would appear to resolve the legal issues, 

although the matter is not uncontroversial.” 779

“There is no doubt that these actions may be qualified as forcible action, despite the fact that not a single shot 

was fired.” 780

“Pinedo's chances to offer resistance were non-existent. ARA Sarandi was very inferior to the British warship 

in firepower. The absence of coastal batteries in Port Louis made the colony entirely dependent on the eight 8 

pounders of the Argentine schooner, while HMS Clio was armed with sixteen 32 pounders and two 6 

pounders.” 781

Pinedo informs the settlers that he will take off any of them that wish to go, although the British Commander has

told him that anyone wanting to remain could do so and that their property would be respected. Most stay.

“Pinedo told the people that anyone who wished to go to Bs Ays., he would take him, he took some gauchos.” 782

“In 1832 an Argentine military garrison was sent to the Falkland Islands in an attempt to impose Argentine 

sovereignty over British sovereign territory. The United Kingdom immediately protested and quickly expelled 

the Argentine military garrison, on 3 January 1833. The civilian population, who had previously sought and 

775 Lt. Roberto Eliot quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.326 fn.4 citing La Gaceta Mercantil February 14, 1833 p.2.
776 Sir John Fischer Williams quoted in Gustafson 1988 p.27 citing Conquest: A Legal and Historical Analysis of the Root 

of United Kingdom Title in the Falkland Islands in Texas International Law Journal 18 (Winter 1983) p.30.
777 Gustafson 1988 p.28
778 Akehursts Modern Introduction to International Law Prof. Peter Malanczuk 1997 7th edition
779 International Law Malcolm M. Shaw 2017 8th edition.
780 Kohen & Rodríguez 2017 p.136
781 Peña & Peña 2018
782 Jean Simon to Luis Vernet April 2, 1833; dictated to Ventura Pasos in AGN VII 130 doc. 62 folio 1 recto. See also El 

Episodio Ocurrido en Puerto de la Soledad de Malvinas el 26 de Agosto de 1833: Testimonios Documentales Ricardo 
Rodolfo Caillet-Bois & Humberto F. Burzio: Academia Nacional de la Historia, 1967 pp.122-128. The 'gauchos' were 
couples -  Joaquín and Juana Acuña; Matthew and Marica González.
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received British permission to reside on the Islands, was encouraged to remain. The large majority voluntarily

chose to do so.” 783

“No civilian population was expelled from the Falkland Islands on 3 January 1833. An Argentine military 

garrison had been sent to the Falkland Islands three months earlier in an attempt to impose Argentine 

sovereignty over British sovereign territory. The United Kingdom immediately protested and later expelled the

Argentine military garrison on 3 January 1833. The civilian population, who had previously sought and 

received British permission to reside on the Islands, were encouraged to remain. The majority voluntarily 

chose to do so. In 1833, the territorial borders of the Republic of Argentina did not include the geographical 

southern half of its present form, nor any territory in the Falkland Islands, Antarctica, or South Georgia and 

the South Sandwich Islands. The land that now forms the Argentine province of Tierra del Fuego, of which the 

Republic of Argentina purportedly claims the Falkland Islands forms a part, did not itself form part of the 

Republic of Argentina until approximately half a century after 1833, by which time the current Falkland 

Islands people had lived and raised two generations on the Islands. British sovereignty over the Falkland 

Islands dates back to 1765, some years before the Republic of Argentina even existed.” 784

“At some time in the few days between the arrival of the Clio and the departure of the Sarandi, three people 

who had arrived in the Sarandi decided to remain behind. Two of them were members of her crew: the 

Englishman Charles Brasier and the American William Drake, both of them seamen who had been in the 

Falklands in 1831 and had crewed the Harriet in October and November of that year, and had sailed in her 

with Vernet when he left the islands on 7 November 1831. … The third person was a woman who was to remain

in the islands for the remaining 37 years of her life and became locally famous – Antonina Roxa.” 785

From Buenos Aires, on the same day, Philip Gore writes to Capt. Blanckley (HMS Pylades) in Montevideo.

“I have stated to you my opinion, that the presence of Your Ship at Buenos Ayres might be expedient at 
this moment. I am however particularly anxious, that you should not be the bearer of any 
communication that Captain Onslow of H.M. Clio may have to make to H.M's Mission here. If, 
therefore, you are unable to proceed hither before any account of the Clio shall have been received at 
Monte-Video, I venture to suggest my wish that you would, in such case, postpone your visit to this 
Port, until some few days shall have elapsed after the Clio has reached Montevideo. My object is to 
have a Ship of War here somewhere about the present time; but I wish to avoid as much as possible, the 
notion, that there should be any thing, simultaneous or Combined, in the movement of the two Ships,- in
that your coming here should have any relation to the proceedings of the Clio. I shall have a better 
opportunity of explaining my reasons to you upon this point, when I have the pleasure of seeing you 
here. You will further oblige me by considering the contents of this, and of my public letter, as strictly 
'secret and Confidential', and not to be Communicated to H.M's Consul General at Montevideo. 

PS. Your coming to Buenos Ayres will always appear (unreadable) natural thing; the mere visit to a 
Port of the Station under your Command.- I hope you will put your coming here simply in that light.” 786

783 British Government response dated May 28, 2013 to an Argentine letter of April 9, 2013 in UN Document A/67/880
784 Annex to the letter dated 14 January 2021 from the Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General. UN Document A/75/720
785 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.218. The status of Brasier and Drake is presumed rather than certain.
786 Gore to Blanckley January 3, 1833 in FO 118/31/22. Original emphasis. Pylades was on a general mission to police 

against illegal slaving. This letter is proof that Gore had received the letter from Admiral Baker regarding Onslow's 
mission (see November 30, above). Gore clearly recognised that Onslow was likely to make his position uncomfortable. 
Pylades was reported as still at the Rio de la Plata on March 17, 1833 (Brighton Gazette August 29, 1833).
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January 4th, at Port Louis, during his preparations for departure, Pinedo hands a written order to the capataz 

of Vernet's gauchos, Jean (Juan) Simon.

“... and I named his (Vernet's) foreman, Don Juan Simón, by a document as Political and Military 
Commander of the Malvinas Islands,..” 787

“… conferring the command of the establishment, in writing, on the overseer of the establishment, Don Juan 

Simon, who was going to remain, with some others.” 788

“Buenos Aires was obviously short of candidates for the post. Simon was illiterate and quite unfit to run the 

colony...” 789

“Pinedo spent the day completing his water supply, collecting some Argentine government property and 

embarking the possessions of the garrison, plus their women and children and any inhabitants who wished to 

leave.” 790

In the late afternoon. with everything loaded, Sarandi sails away from Port Louis.

“Friday 4th AM Moderate and fine... Received by purchase Two Hundred and Sixty five Ibs of Fresh 
Beef... Exercised Great Guns and Small Arms with 36 rounds of Shot and 28 rounds of Musket Ball 
Cartridge … PM Moderate breezes and fine … 6 sailed the Sarandi Schooner.” 791

“J. M. de Pinedo's mission was over. He had no choice but to accommodate on board the ship all those who 

wished to be repatriated, and this was what he did. He then completed his task with a collection of tools, and 

on January 4, at four in the afternoon, he hoisted sails, sliding out to sea, from where he would put prow 

towards Buenos Aires.” 792

“... this incident is not the British forcible ejection of Argentine settlers that has become the myth in Argentina. 

… The myth of the British use of force in 1833 is much more persistent than the memory of the more violent US 

raid in 1831.” 793

“The use of a warship and military staff, the coercion exercised by requiring the lowering of the flag and 

withdrawal of Argentine forces within 24 hours with a warning that in case they failed to do so, he would do it 

himself, means that possession was obtained by a military presence in the territory and by threatening the use 

of force.” 794

“... a fact or situation must be legally assessed based on the law in force at the time it was produced. … until the

nineteenth century it was possible to acquire territorial sovereignty through a lawful use of force...” 795

“... Britain expelled only the violent recently arrived Argentine garrison who had murdered their commanding 

officer and traumatised the civilian population.” 796

787 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
788 Annual Register 1833 p.373. 
789 Peña & Peña 2018. Despite Juan Simon having done just that since the departure of the Lexington 12 months before.
790 Pascoe 2020 p.148
791 Clio's ships log quoted in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.218. Pinedo gave the date as the 5th. This would be 'sea-time' where the 

day/date changed at noon. A practice long abandoned by the British navy by 1833. Firearms practice was a nice touch.
792 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.328
793 Gustafson 1988 p.26
794 Kohen & Rodríguez 2017 p.136
795 Research Handbook on Territorial Disputes in International Law M. Kohen & W. Hébié (eds) 2018 p.31. Until the 20th 

century would be more accurate.
796 Argentine book debunking Argentine Falklands myths Graham Pascoe & Peter Pepper 2019 in Penguin News May 17, 

2019.
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From the western islands, Sun (Capt. Trott) sets sail for Montevideo with a cargo of seal skins and a complaint 

for any US authority that can be found.

January 5th, with Rapid preparing to depart, Juan Simon and Henry Metcalf speak to commander Onslow on 

board Clio. Onslow tells them that they should continue to work for Luis Vernet, as before, and that nothing had 

changed from that perspective. 797 As an incentive, Onslow pays the gauchos' outstanding wages in silver.

“I had great trouble to persuade 12 of the Gauchos to remain on the Settlement, otherwise 
cattle could not have been caught, and the advantages of refreshments to the shipping must 
have ceased.” 798

“Vernet’s settlers had permission to return to Buenos Aires or remain, as they thought fit; with an 

understanding that all future payments should be made in Spanish Dollars, and that Vernet’s store was no 

longer a monopoly. Eight gauchos and some Indians remained, under Juan Simon, to carry on Vernet’s 

business, and William Dixon (sic), an Irishman who acted as Vernet’s Storekeeper,..” 799

“Onslow said work should go on as usual – he was fulfilling Baker’s order that if he found any "Foreigners" in 

the islands, he was "not to disturb them in their agricultural or other inoffensive employments".” 800

Rapid follows Sarandi, taking away the seven prisoners held since their capture. Also two of Vernet's employees, 

Ventura Pasos and Henry Metcalf, together with three other seamen, described as 'foreigners,' – José Viel, Juan 

Quedy and Francisco Ferreyra. 801

“In early January 1833, crew members from HMS Clio landed to proclaim British authority. Soon afterwards, 

nearly all Vernet’s colonists embarked for the mainland.” 802

In Buenos Aires, Jorge Pacheco dies at the age of 73, his debts to Luis Vernet unsettled. 803

January 6th, two of Clio's crew are lashed for stealing spirits from a house in the settlement. 

January 7th, Onslow summons all the remaining residents to a meeting at what had been Vernet’s house. 

Onslow records804 the presence of 18 men (12 gauchos805 + 5 settlers806 + 1 sailor807). Also there, but unrecorded, 

are three women and a child. 808

797 Simon to Vernet April 2, 1833 in AGN VII 130 doc.62, f.2 quoted in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.220
798 ADM 1/2276
799 Remarks upon the Present State of the Falkland Islands, by Commander Robertson of His Majesty’s Sloop Snake 

January 1835 ADM 1/43. The Irish storekeeper’s name was Dickson.
800 Pascoe 2020 p.148
801 Pasos and Metcalf had arrived with the garrison just a few months before. Pasos carried the news of the British action to

Vernet. While Metcalf went to retrieve more than 2,000 pesos that Vernet owed him (Simon not having allowed him to 
take goods from the store).

802 The British in Argentina: Commerce, Settlers and Power 1800-2000 D. Rock 2018 p.89. Clearly, not the case. 
803 Pacheco’s last will and testament acknowledged a debt to Vernet of 7,000 silver pesos. 
804 ADM 1/2276
805 Antonio Rivero, Jose Luna, Santiago Lopez, Manuel Coronel, Piedro Fermyn, Luciano Flores, Manuel Galon (Godoy), 

Phillip Phillipes (Salazar), Lataro St. Juan (Latorre), Faustino Martinez, Piedro Allecio (Salinas) and Pascual Diez.
806 William Dickson (merchant), Juan Simon (capataz), Benjamin Pearson (carpenter), Antonio Werner (Vaihinger – 

farmer) and Charles Kussler (tailor). 
807 William Jones
808 Carmelita (slave), Gregoria Madrid (slave) and Antonina Roxa (arrived on Sarandi as the ‘wife’ of a garrison member). 

The child was Jose Simon (son of Carmelita and Jean Simon). Other reports suggest that Carmelita had two children at 
this time. Full list taken by Onslow in Pascoe 2020 p.149.
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“... in the event of there being also at that port any foreign persons, occupied in peaceable pursuits, you
will explain to them the relation in which they are to continue to hold themselves to the crown of Great 
Britain, whilst they remain in the British settlement of the Falkland Islands;..” 809

Unrecorded, temporary residents, also at or near Port Louis include nine men (sealers) from Unicorn.

“Commander Onslow allowed the rest of the inhabitants to remain – … of various nations, under the full 

understanding that they were to consider themselves residing in a possession of His Britannic Majesty;..” 810

After recording the names, ages, nationalities and occupations of the settlers, Onslow reluctantly appoints 

William Dickson, the settlement's Irish storekeeper, as the British representative on the Islands; “I did not think 

Mr. Dickson of sufficient consequence to be placed in a responsible situation, but I had no alternative.”

“... you will charge the most respectable British subject in the place, if there be one, to preserve the 
British flag, and to keep it duly hoisted;..” 811

Dickson's instructions are to fly the flag on Sundays or whenever a foreign vessel arrives at the port; “... and to 

acquaint the Commanders of His Majesty's vessels of war, who might touch at Port Louis, with all acts of 

insubordination in the Colony.” 812

“William Dickson, left in charge of the British Flag, acknowledged to me, that he was there as joint agent with 

the Frenchman who had the Gauchos under him for Colonel Vernet the Buenos Ayrean Governor,...” 813

“… your Memorialist considered these proceedings on the part of Capt. Onslow, as a tacit acknowledgement of 

the same individual rights to the Lands and Cattle of this East Falkland Island, which he enjoyed previously to 

the change of Government, and as the natural consequence of his having "de facto" resigned his appointment 

of Governor, and placed himself, as soon as he received information of the view of the British Government, 

under the protection of the British Crown.” 814

Commander Onslow then listens to the complaints of the gauchos regarding their conditions and having to work 

for paper tokens issued by Vernet's managers. Onslow agrees with them that, if Vernet has not sent a 

representative within four months, then they should work for themselves. In the meantime, Juan Simon is to pay

them in gold or silver. However, Simon indicates that if Vernet has not sent a representative to Port Louis within 

the stipulated four months, he will travel to Buenos Aires with anything that belongs to Vernet. 

The settlers ask Onslow for grants of land from the British Government.

January 9th, while preparing to sail, Commander Onslow issues the storekeeper Dickson with a Union Jack and

150' of rope for a “signal hallyard (sic)”. 

Some of the gauchos start to discuss the possibility of working the cattle on their own behalf.

“Two days after this gathering of the people I came across Pedro Salinas talking to the commander, and 

Salinas told the commander that he wanted to share out the horses among all the gauchos, and the cattle they 

had tamed too. … And once I knew that, I disturbed the commander and asked him to take me to Bs ays, with 

all the produce, where You were, and I also said that he should not have given the gauchos the order that he 

809 Extract from Onslow's instructions from Rear-Admiral Baker issued on November 28, 1832. PRO FO 6/500/181
810 Hope to Townsend January 21, 1832 ADM I/41
811 Extract from Onslow's instructions from Rear-Admiral Baker issued on November 28, 1832. PRO FO 6/500/181
812 PRO 6/500/123
813 Hope to Townsend January 21, 1832 ADM I/41
814 Vernet’s Memorandum Presented 7 May, 1852 in CO 78/43. Original emphasis.
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had given them. Then the commander answered that it was now too late, that he would come ashore in the 

morning and would arrange that with us all. And I told him I would come about that and would give him two 

letters to pass on to you.” 815

The illiterate Juan Simon then dictates two letters for Luis Vernet, written down by Dickson. 816

“The gauchos said in my presence that they would not work any more for you or on your account...” 817

January 10th, at 5.30am, before any letters can be handed over, HMS Clio sails from Port Louis. Taking away 

William Drake, ('undesirable') and Charles Brazier ('distressed'). 818

“Captain Onslow, of his Majesty's ship Clio, has taken possession of the Falkland Islands, on behalf of 
the British government. There has been a dispute long pending between the United States and the 
Buenos Ayres government, as to which of them possessed the right to occupy these Island. Captain 
Onlsow has rendered all future altercation on the subject unnecessary.” 819

“If the expedition of the Clio had been confined to the West Island (Port Egmont), in that case it could perhaps 

be said that His Majesty's government had reinstated itself in the status quo that the old convention left behind.

He went to Isla del Este, Puerto de la Soledad, which was never English, he demanded the immediate 

evacuation of the garrison and citizens of another State, ... (that) precisely reverses the positions recognized in 

1771, he transfers to the British flag a territory in which he had never set foot on.” 820

“For Juan Simon it was a disaster that the Clio had left without the two vital letters. The mood of some of the 

gauchos was getting ugly, and he urgently needed to inform Louis Vernet of their growing unrest. He would in 

any case be left to handle them on his own, but if the letters had gone aboard the Clio the gauchos would at 

least have known that he had informed Vernet of their feelings. But Onslow let him down...” 821

On the same day, Capt. Charles Hope in HMS Tyne arrives in the harbour of Port Egmont; “… and immediately 

saluted with one and twenty guns, the British flag, which was displayed in a conspicuous way on Saunders 

Island.” 822

“I found the British colours hoisted at the ruins of the old settlement, and a letter sealed up in a bottle 
addressed to me from Commander Onslow to acquaint me that he had not been able to discover any of 
the Buenos Ayreans, or indeed a living soul of any description in or about the West Falkland Island, 
though he had sent Boats away in Search of them to the distance of 60 miles from the Port; after having
hoisted the British flag there, he proceeded on the 29th ult. to Port Louis in Berkeley Sound, East 
Falkland, as he justly remarked in his letter he conceived that, that was the most likely place to find 
them.…” 823

815 Simon to Vernet April 2, 1833 in AGN VII 130 doc.62, f.2 quoted in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.226
816 One letter had been written by Ventura Pasos on January 5, 1833 but, for reasons unknown, had remained at the 

settlement when Pasos departed on Rapid. 
817 See March 26, 1833 below.
818 Both had sailed with Mestivier and Pinedo on September 23, 1832. Apparently as crew. Clio’s muster book notes that 

Drake, an American citizen, was ‘given up’ to the US Consul in Montevideo on January 20, 1833. Brazier was put 
ashore at Rio de Janeiro on February 22, 1833.

819 Nottingham Review & General Advertiser for the Midland Counties Friday May 3, 1833
820 Areco 1885 p.70
821 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.226. Apparently, watching Onslow sail away, Simon tore the letters up.
822 FO 78/1/199
823 Hope to Townsend January 21, 1832 ADM I/41
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“At Port Egmont, Captain Hope, next to the inscription left by Onslow, placed another with the following 

legend: "S. M. Tyne's ship anchored at Port Egmont, West Falkland on 10th January, 1833 and greeted the 

British flag with twenty-one cannon.” 824

American sealer Courier, out of Stonington, is also moored in the harbour of Egmont.

January 11th, a French whaler, Magellan, taking on water, drags her anchor and runs aground in Berkeley 

Sound; “She had so damaged her bottom, that saving her was now impossible;...” 825

January 12th, HMS Tyne sails from Port Egmont.

“... as I considered it essential to follow the Clio, I proceeded to Berkeley Sound…” 826

“Captain Hope, not finding as he had been led to expect, any Buenos Ayrean, or indeed any settlement at Port 

Egmont, determined to follow HM Ship ‘Clio’ to Port Louis, Berkeley Sound, East Falkland, whither Captain 

Onslow (in a letter found in a bottle near the Flag Staff at Port Egmont) informed Captain Hope he intended to 

proceed.” 827

January 14th, in London, Woodbine Parish, gives a reading to the Royal Geographical Society.

“The claims of Great Britain to the Falkland islands having been lately renewed, the following account
of the Eastern Island may not be uninteresting. It was drawn up for me during my late residence in 
South America by Mr. Vernet, who formed a settlement and resided there for several years under an 
authority from the Government of Buenos Aires. It will be recollected that the British settlement, which 
was forcibly broken up by the Spaniards in 1770, and subsequently restored, was at Port Egmont, on 
the Western Island.” 828

Using information provided by Luis Vernet, Parish also informs the Society that 89 British, American and 

French vessels visited the Islands for the whale and seal fisheries, between 1826 and 1831.

“Having been British consul-general in Buenos Aires for six formative years in the history of Argentina, 1824 

to 1832, he had become something of an expert on South America. He was not, however, an expert on the 

Falklands which he had never visited....” 829

On the same day, HMS Tyne arrives at Port Louis; “... where the waving of the British flag showed the Clio had 

preceded us.” 830

“Captain Hope was disappointed in not finding any letter from Captain Onslow, detailing his proceedings at 

Port Louis, and a suspicion was consequently raised that an Irishman to whose care Captain Onslow at his 

departure had commended charge of the British Flag, had retained the letter, but no opportunity occurred for 

ascertaining the truth of this surmise.” 831

824 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.329
825 The Athenaeum 1833 p.497
826 Hope to Townsend January 21, 1832 ADM I/41
827 FO 78/1/199. This would suggest some confusion as to the location of the Buenos Airean garrison by the Rear-Admiral 

at Rio de Janeiro
828 Account of East Falkland Island Woodbine Parish in Journal of the Royal Geographical Society of London vol.3 (1833)

1834 pp.94-99. See - https://archive.org/details/jstor-1797599/page/n3/mode/2up
829 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 243
830 Quoted in The Athenaeum 1833 
831 FO 78/1/204
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January 15th, during the early evening, Sarandi and Rapid anchor in the Port of Buenos Aires. 832

“As soon as I arrived, I was placed under arrest and submitted to the War Council of officers.” 833

“The Buenos Ayres schooner of war Sarandi, from the Falkland Islands, having on board the garrison of the 

said islands, which had been sent from thence, arrived at this port on the 15th, and brings intelligence that on 

the 3d his Majesty's ship Clio had taken sovereign possession of them in the name of his Britannic Majesty. This

occurrence has caused a great deal of excitement in Buenos Ayres; the natives declare it to be a more vile 

proceeding than that of the American corvette Lexington, because they looked upon Great Britain and their 

kind and sincere friend, and as a protector, rather than a destroyer. Some of the natives acquainted with 

English politics, say, that the act was worthy of the Whig administration, and that the Tories would have had 

too much dignity and honour to have lent themselves to such a transaction; others advise retaliation, and that 

the treaty with England be annulled. The Americans here chuckle a great deal at it, because it has shifted all 

the odium from their shoulders to those of John Bull.” 834

“... the national schooner-of-war Sarandi anchored in the interior harbor of the Port of Buenos Aires, and on 

the 16th, an extensive and detailed report was placed in the Governor's (hands) of the events that occurred in 

Puerto Luis.” 835

January 16th, Sun (Joseph Trott) arrives off Montevideo where the USS Lexington is moored in the River Plate. 

Trott informs the American warship’s commander, Capt. Isaac McKeever, of the threats made by Pinedo in 

December, 1832. Unaware that the Sarandi has sailed past Montevideo the day before, McKeever promptly 

writes to Levi Woodbury in Washington to say that he intends to take the Lexington back to the Falkland Islands 

in order to protect American interests. 836

“McKeever ... began writing a despatch to US Navy Secretary Levi Woodbury, informing him of his intentions, 

but before he could finish it he received a message that the previous day the Sarandí had sailed past 

Montevideo up the River Plate towards Buenos Aires, and was thus no longer in the Falklands, so he cancelled 

his trip...” 837

Capt. McKeever also informs the Secretary of the US Legation in Montevideo, John Medenhall, who promptly 

pens a letter to the US Consulate in Buenos Aires, addressed to George Slacum. 838

“In consequence of the above information, Capt. M?Keever is preparing to set sail immediately for the 
Islands, to give the necessary protection to our Countrymen, thus again interrupted in the exercise of 
their just rights, and in doing which effectually he conceives he may be even under the necessity of 
capturing the Sarandi.” 839

Capt. Trott is told to resume his business at the Falklands; “in defiance of the illegal warning received.” 840

832 Gore to Palmerston January 17, 1833 in CO 78/1/229
833 Pinedo’s Report to the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833.
834 Letter quoted in the London Evening Standard Monday April 22, 1833. No author cited, but the letter was apparently 

posted up in the North & South American Coffee House. A place of resort for merchants in London.
835 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.330
836 US Archives Naval Record Group 45, microfilm 18, Doc. 20
837 Pascoe 2020 p.150
838 Seemingly unaware that Slacum had departed Buenos Aires on the USS Warren some four months before? This seems 

unlikely and someone was obviously collecting the post as this letter reached Slacum at Alexandria, Virginia on July 13, 
1833. A matter of form, perhaps.

839 Medenhall to Slacum January 16, 1833 in Manning 1832 p.184 fn.1. Forwarded to the US Secretary of State, Louis 
McLane, by Slacum on the day of receipt - July 13, 1833

840 McKeever to Woodbury January 16 January 16, 1833 in US Archives Naval Record Group 45, microfilm 18, Doc. 20
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At Buenos Aires, La Gaceta Mercantil reports briefly on the British action and military regulations which, 

according to its editorial, obliges commanders to yield only to the; “ .. cannons of reason.” 

For the port authorities, Commander José Pinedo records the names of those transported from Port Louis. 841

Capitan: D. Juan Antonio Gomila

Batallion de Artilleria: Cabo 1°: Miguel Hernandez y su mujer Maria Romero. Soldados: José 
Barrera; José Gómez; Manuel Francisco Fernández; Toribio Montesuma

Batallion de Rio de la Plata: Sargento: Santiago Almandos. Soldados: José Soto; José Rodríguez

Patricios de Buenos Ayres: Soldados: Juan Castro y su mujer Manuela Navarro; Antonio García

Guardia Argentina: Cabo: Daniel Molina. Soldados: Juan J. Rivas y su mujer Maria I. Beldaño; 
Dionisio Godoy; Hipólito Villarreal y su mujer Lucia Correa y dos hijos; Gregory Durán y su mujer 
Carmen Manzanares, con dos hijos; Benito Vidal su mujer Maria Saisa 842

Individuos de la Isla: Joaquín Acuña, su mujer Juana;
Matthew González, su mujer Marica 843

Extranjeros: José Viel; Juan Quedy; Francisco
Ferreyra844

Y   el preso: Maximo Varnes (Warnes), que fue destinado

Mujeres pertenecientes a los militares que vienen presos 
en la goleta inglesa "Rapid", y que vienen en dicha
"Sarandi": María Rodríguez, con tres hijos; Anastasia
Romero; Encarnación Álvarez; Carmen Benitez Tránsita
González, con un hijo 845

Militares que vienen presos en la goleta "Rapid": 846

Batallón de Artilleria: Soldado: José Antonio Díaz

Rio de la Plata: Soldados: Manuel Delgado; Mariano
Gadea; Manuel Suares

Patricios de Buenos Aires: Cabo 1°: Francisco Ramírez.
Soldados: Bernardino Cáceres; Manuel Saenz Valiente;
Antonio Moncada

Guardia Argentina: Sargento 2°: José Maria Díaz

841 AGN III-2013. Also La agresión norteamericana a las Islas Malvinas Ernesto J. Fitte, 1966. See 
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/pinedos-list.jpg This is the list as presented by Pinedo in its 
original Spanish. Individual soldiers are identified by ranks and units – e.g. Soldados are ordinary soldiers and Batallion
de Artilleria is a reference to the Artillery Battalion. Mujer is wife, and hijo/s refers to children. Extranjeros translates as
foreigners, while preso is prisoner. 

842 Correa had two children, as did Manzanares.
843 AGN Sala VII, legajo 136. Settlers. Acuña was Brazillian, González from Uruguay. Although accompanied, both would 

subsequently claim to be unmarried. There is evidence that Luis Vernet considered Joaquín Acuña to be a non-
productive member of the settlement and that Brisbane had persuaded him to leave.

844 Ferreyra (Freire) was a sailor who had been at Port Louis. Nothing is known about the others.
845 Wives of the prisoners being held on Rapid, who returned on the Sarandi. Rodriguez had three children. Gonzalez, one.
846 Military prisoners on the Rapid
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“Pinedo drew up a list of 53 people brought from Port Louis in the two ships (apart of course from the ships’ 

crews, who included himself and the pilot, Matthew Brisbane,...) ... The 53 people listed by Pinedo comprised 

45 who belonged to the garrison and 8 who did not. In addition, there were 7 people he did not list: 3 in the 

Sarandí, 2 in the Rapid, and 2 in the Clio. So in addition to the ships’ crews, exactly 60 people left the islands in 

the three ships: the garrison plus 15 others.” 847

Pinedo hands over the gauchos Manuel Ruiz and Mariano Lopez to the Port Captain, Fransisco Lynch. 848

“Only the garrison were expelled from the islands by the British, and it would be unrealistic to assume all of 

them were sorry or angry at being ordered to leave – after the murder of Mestivier the first thought of many of

the soldiers had been to capture the schooner Rapid and escape from the islands.” 849

Foreign Minister de Maza, writes to the British charge d'affaires, Philip Gore.

“... to inform him that the Govt. has just learnt that the Commander of HBM's Schooner of war, the 
Clio, has, in the Falkland Islands, taken possession of the Isle of Soledad, & hoisted the English flag 
where that of the Argentine Republic heretofore waved. This unexpected event has caused a very great 
surprise to the Govt. of Buenos Ayres; and though H.E. cannot discover any pretext which could furnish
an excuse for it, yet, taking it for granted that the Charge d'Affiares whom the Undersigned addresses 
must be in possession of instructions concerning a step which manifestly compromises the dignity and 
the rights of the Argentine Republic, he has directed the Undersigned to apply to the Charge d'Affairs 
of HBM for the competent explanation.” 850

“… there is no Argentine Republic: a number of provinces, once connected by a very feeble and imperfect tie, 

assumed that name, and did, for a short period, acknowledge a common government; but that confederation 

was dissolved, and each province became independent: before the dissolution, however, a quasi power to 

manage the foreign relations was conferred on Buenos Ayres; but the other provinces regard no stipulations 

with foreign nations, made by Buenos Ayres, as obligatory on them, unless they are pleased to make them so. 

Between these provinces, being twelve or fifteen in number, there is no existing political dependant connexion; 

and they are all independent nations, with all the attributes of sovereignty; and each one as much entitled to 

the possession of the Falklands and the adjacent islands as Buenos Ayres: and yet, in fact, Buenos Ayres is the 

only party in interest; and on this mere fragment of a right, according to their own showing, have all these 

overweening pretensions to sovereign power, over islands distant a thousand miles from their continental 

possessions, been set up.” 851

“Great Britain expelled Argentina from the islands in 1833. They evicted the authorities and part of the 

population – men women and children. The key-point is that by this act of force Argentina was prevented from

re-establishing the settlement that had been founded in the 1820's with so much effort. ... as a consequence of 

the 1833 use of force, the residents of the Argentine settlement ... who had been removed in 1831 were never 

able to return.” 852

847 Pascoe 2020 p.152
848 AGN Sala III legajo 33. Son of Patricio Lynch, the armador who had equipped Heroina for Jewett’s voyage in 1820.
849 Pascoe 2020 p.155
850 CO 78/1/235. Gore had been informed as to the instructions handed to Commander Onslow, but had not himself 

received any directions from London on how to handle the matter. That letter had been misdirected to Rio de Janeiro. 
See September 4, and November 30, 1832.

851 Reynolds 1835 p.501
852 Kohen & Rodríguez 2017 p.140.
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At Port Louis, after two days of gales, Captain Hope of HMS Tyne goes ashore accompanied by Colonel Belford 

Hinton Wilson, Britain’s new Ambassador to Peru. Wilson, fluent in Spanish, speaks to the gauchos. 853

“The Gauchos or inhabitants of the plains of Buenos Ayres are employed in lassoing wild Cattle and  
attending to them after being collected in herds... Their employer brought them fron Buenos Ayres 
under promise of paying them monthly, twenty dollars in silver but instead of which he merely issued to 
the Paper of his own coining to this amount, so that in fact it was perfectly valueless, except in 
exchange for commodities which they purchased at a high price of his Storekeeper, Mr. William 
Dickson. The few trifles a Gaucho requires, procured from Mr. Dickson by means of this Paper, were 
therefore all the Wages Vernet ever paid his Colonists and Servants until the arrival of H.M.’s ship 
‘Clio’ when they were paid in silver. These Gauchos would cheerfully remain on the Island under any 
Englishman whom the Government may please to appoint to take charge of the Cattle...” 

In his journal, Wilson describes the settlement and settlers.

“The aspect of the houses is towards the North East, a great advantage both as regards the prevailing 
South West Gales and the Sun.- There are two Streams of pure water running within five hundred yards 
of each other, and throughthe village.- This consists of about a dozen straggling mud built Huts.- The 
house of the Governor is larger and built of stone, but in other respects, very little better than the rest, 
it however contained a Sofa, Pianoforte, Table and two chairs ...The individuals now remaining on the 
Island amount in all to twenty-two, consisting of eight Gauchos, and one Frenchman who has resided 
six years on the Island as their immediate Director, – one Irishman of the name of William Dickson and
who for the last three years has acted as Commercial Salesman for Luis Vernet; besides these, the 
Frenchman and two Gauchos have each a black woman attached to them, the former has a child by 
one, so that out of the twenty-two Colonists, fourteen may be considered as servants of Vernet. There 
are moreover four Indians of Monte Video who were sent here by that Government, as turbulent bad 
characters, here they live peacefully and do nothing, there are also, an English Sailor who remains here
voluntarily and lives by fishing and catching Rabbits, – a Native of Tenerife, an industrious fisherman, 
– a German tailor and an American black.” 854

Captain Hope gives William Dickson further written instructions with regard to the British flag. 

“... in the event of you leaving this Island, you give British Colours in charge of the most respectable 
Englishman, who may be here at the time, but should there be no British subject here you will then 
deliver them to any Foreigner, who will undertake the Charge of them, upon the express understanding, 
that he must consider himself under the British flag and in a Settlement of His Britannic Majesty. ... 
should however, in case of your quitting the Island, no British subject be here and the Foreigners all 
refuse to take Charge of the British Flag, you will then leave it hoisted, and warn the residents to 
respect it, as they will sooner or later, have to answer for the Consequences at their Peril.” 855

“Wilson had impeccable South American credentials: he spoke fluent Spanish, had served from 1823 as aide-

de-camp to the liberator Simón Bolívar (1783-1830), had attended Bolívar on his deathbed and on 10 

December 1830 was one of the seven witnesses of his will, in which Bolívar mentions him with gratitude. At 

Port Louis Wilson established that there were 22 inhabitants, confirming Onslow’s figure. William Dickson and

853 FO 78/1 fols. 199-217. Onslow had included the four Charrúa Indians among the gauchos, Wilson separated them.
854 The black slave Carmelita was living with Manuel Coronel at this time, while Antonina Roxa appears to have moved in 

with Juan Simon. The English sailor was William Jones, the German tailor, Carl Kussler. 
855 Hope to Dickson January 16, 1833 in ADM 1/41
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the gauchos told him about the murder of Mestivier on 30 November 1832; Wilson recorded their complaints 

about Vernet, that he did not pay them in silver but in "Paper of his own coining", and their approval of the 

fact that on the arrival of HMS Clio they were paid in silver,..” 856

January 17th, in Buenos Aires, Gore responds to de Maza that he;  “... has received no instructions from his 

Court to make any communication to the Govt. Of Buenos Ayres upon the subject of which HE's note refers...”857

“The vital despatch, outlining the proposed line of action – Lord Palmerston's no.8 of 1832 – was sent in error 

to Rio de Janeiro, and a duplicate did not reach Buenos Aires until July 1833.” 858

Gore writes to Lord Palmerston in London to update him.

“I have as yet received no report from Capt. Onslow of the circumstances that have taken place. From 
the last information that I have been able to obtain here I learn that HM's ship “Clio” arrived at the 
Port of St. Louis on the 2nd December and on the 3rd the British flag was hoisted... Neither the Govt., 
nor the Public of Buenos Ayres having been prepared for this measure on the part of Great Britain, very
considerable excitement was manifested upon the event becoming known, and it still continues. I have 
the honor to enclose a copy of a Note I received this morning from the Minister for foreign affairs, 
requesting explanations upon the subject...” 859

“It only remains for me to add the humble expression of my hope, that the line of conduct I have 
deemed it my duty to adopt upon the present occassion, - in the absence of instructions upon the 
subject, - or of any previous direct intimation of the views and intentions of His Majesty's Government 
with respect to the measures recently adopted for asserting His Majesty's Rights, - will meet with the 
approbation of your Lordship.” 860

January 18th, HMS Tyne departs Port Louis; leaving Dickson as the only British authority in the Falklands.

“Cpt. Hope would denounce Vernet shortly after, accusing him of attempting a large-scale slaughter of the 

cattle and yeguarizo (?) existing on the island, in order to benefit from the leather and jerky. This fear, 

unfounded by the way, led the aforementioned Captain Hope to request a rapid settlement of the place whose 

occupation had just been carried out.” 861

“(Captain Hope) noted that the Islands were worthy of colonisation and recommended the despatch of a 

detachment of marines.” 862

856 Pascoe 2020 p.158
857 Contrary to assertions that Gore was ignorant of Onslow's orders, he simply had no instructions to speak upon the 

matter. See November 30, 1832 above
858 Memorandum on the Falkland Islands 1947 in LCO 2/490. The despatch dated August 7, 1832 from London to the 

Station at Rio de Janeiro did not include any instructions for the Legation in Buenos Aires. However, while Gore may 
not have been in receipt of anything specific from Palmerston, he had been warned by Rear-Admiral Baker in a letter 
dated November 30, 1832. Worth remembering that Onslow's orders had specifically mentioned Port Egmont in West 
Falkland Island. Not Port Louis in East Falkland Island. See January 3, 1833 above

859 Gore to Palmerston January 17, 1832 in CO 78/1/229. Also FO 6/500 fols.1-5. Quoted in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 
pp.249-250

860 Gore to Palmerston January 17, 1832 in FO 6/500 fols.1-5.
861 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.329
862 Andrew David in Tatham (ed.) 2008 p.300. Capt. Hope's report, dictated January 21, 1833 can be found in  PRO ADM 

1/41 Fols.5-6
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“That was typical of "informal empire" – the two British warships left no governor, no garrison, not even a 

token guard. Once the Tyne had gone, the 22 residents of Port Louis were on their own.” 863

In Buenos Aires, Philip Gore is asked to attend the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a 'conference.' 864

“(His Excellency) began by stating that his Govt. had been placed in a situation of great 
embarrassment by the unexpected news which had just reached Buenos Ayres of the proceedings of 
Capt. Onslow of HMS Clio at the Falkland Islands; that the Council of Ministers had held several, and 
very prolonged, sittings upon the subject; that, as yet, the Ministers had not resolved what course 
should be pursued to meet the circumstances of the case, but that he was desirous of having a personal 
interview with me, previous to their coming to any final determination. ... that he could have 
understood, had HM's Govt. made the question of the Falkland Islands a matter of amicable 
negotiation with that of Buenos Ayres through the medium of the Minister whom HM had recently 
named to this Republic, but that, in the late transaction, his Government considered that an act had 
been committed against the Argentine Republic, infringing upon her rights and derogatory to her 
dignity as an independent nation....” 

Gore responds:

“ .. the occupation of the Falkland Islands by Great Britain could be a matter of no surprise to HE... 
since, in 1829, formal intimation had been given to the Buenos Ayrean Govt of HM's rights of 
Sovereignty over those Islands. The present measure was a natural and necessary consequence of that 
intimation, then so explicitly made, and lately, in 1832, as categorically repeated.”

“... British spokesmen have often asserted that the status of the islands actually did not change because of the 

Clio's actions. Britain was merely reasserting its already well-established claim. …” 865

Buenos Airean journal, La Gazeta Mercantil, denounces the British action.

“We have a Treaty with Great Britain, which offers no benefits, but yet our relations have been 
interrupted. The Ministers of that nation, without the slightest indication and amid a deep peace, 
occupy a part of our territory and humbles the flag of the Republic. What behavior is that? Is that how 
nations treat? ... Clio has disabled the existing Treaty with Great Britain...” 866

In the same publication, an editorial both berates the British and criticises the Americans. 867

“Can the Clio's fateful expedition be reconciled with the frank politics of a nation whose representative,
on parting, renews the protests of the friendship of his government, who is preparing to send another 
minister to ratify them, while our Charge d'affaires in London receives the same assurances, and the 
English diplomatic agent close to our government retains them? 

No: such a course of action belies the favorable conception which these demonstrations have created, 
and puts the British government in a disgraceful position, giving its enemies ample reason to cast the 
tortuosity of its foreign policy into (its) face... In our view, it is impossible not to recognize here the 
results of the zealous defense of the rights of Great Britain made by the profound American diplomat 
Mr. Baylies, whom served as an instrument to promote the view of his shrewd Fox. 

863 Pascoe 2020 p.158
864 Gore to Palmerston February 14, 1833 in CO 78/1/247
865 Gustafson 1988 p.26
866 La Gazeta Mercantil January 18, 1833 p.2 (cols.3-4). cf. 1825
867 Ibid. p.2 (col. 5) & p.3 (col.1)
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We all know, that England has an ambition for a long time for possession of an establishment in these 
seas, and that so intense was its desire in this respect that it had to seize the island of Santa Catalina, 
(on) the pretext of claims against Brazil ... but for the execution of any of these projects, it was believed 
that the most determined opposition would be on the part of the United States.”

“It is equally notorious, as the ministerial body The Courier has confessed, that (Britain) has tried to buy the 

right of this Republic to the Malvinas.” 868

“British policy manifested strong concern about US attitudes but little for the claims of Porteños. News of the 

episode stirred strong feelings in Buenos Aires. The British Packet reported heated, indignant reactions, as 

people heaped "odium [on] the shoulders of John Bull. [The British takeover] constituted the chief conversation 

all over town." ... Clerics campaigned for a ban on marriages between British merchants and Porteño women, 

while Governor Juan Ramón Balcarce claimed the British seized the islands to force a resumption of payments 

on the Baring loan.” 869

January 19th, HMS Clio arrives in the port of Montevideo, from where Onslow's report is relayed to Gore.870 

“In pursuance of directions from the Commander in Chief, to represent to you, for the information of 
His Majesty's Government my proceedings at the Falkland Islands,- I have the honor to report H.M. 
Ship under my Command visited Port Egmont, West Falklands, 20th December 1832, and found on 
Saunders' Island the ruins of our Establishment.- I left, on what appeared to me to have been Fort 
George, a signal staff with the following inscription 

“Visited by H.M.B.S Clio for the purpose of exercising the Right of Sovereignty 23  rd   December 1832.”

Not finding any inhabitants or the foreign Settlement alluded to in the Commander in Chief's (orders) 
at West Falkland, I sailed to Berkeley Sound, East Falkland, where I arrived on the 2nd January, 1833 
and found the settlement with 25 Soldiers under the Buenos Ayrean Flag; also a Schooner of War under
the same Colours.– 

I waited upon the Commander of the Schooner and learnt from him that he commanded both by Sea 
and Land.– He informed me, a mutiny had taken place, whilst he was at Sea, amongst the Soldiers, they
had killed their Commander, and were in a state of great insubordination; so much so that the settlers 
were afraid to pursue their vocations, and all appeared anarchy and confusion.– ... 

I acquainted the Buenos Ayrean Commander, civilly, with the object of my Mission to these islands, and 
requested him to haul down the Flag on shore, and to embark his Force,– "he being in a possession 
belonging to the Crown of Great Britain; that I came to these Islands, to exercise the Right of 
Sovereignty over them."– At first, he consented to do so, provided I would state to him in writing my 
Mission.– I did so, – but only observed, what I had before verbally communicated to him, and declined 
any further correspondence on the subject.– He visited me at 5am the following morning, to request me 
to allow Buenos Ayres Flag to fly onshore, till the 5th instant; when he would sail, and take with him the 
force, and such of the settlers as were desirous to leave the Island.– I told him his request, so far as 
related to the Flag, was inadmissible; he then consented to embark the soldiers, and left me for that 
purpose; but I observed he still kept the Flag flying on shore.- 

868 Quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.314 f.25 citing La Gazeta Mercantil January 18, 1833 p.2 col.5. This avers to a 
rumour circulating in December 1831, and reported upon by Consul Slacum, regarding Woodbine Parish attempting to 
reach some financial arrangement with Buenos Aires. However, there is no documentary evidence to support this 
assertion. Just a rumour. cf. December 5, 1829. Also William R. Manning 1932 vol.1 Argentina.

869 Rock 2018 p.89
870 Despatched with HMS Pylades (Blanckley). 
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I landed immediately, hoisted the British Flag, and sent an officer to haul down the Foreign Flag, and 
to deliver it on board the Schooner.– He sailed the evening of the 4th instant, taking with him part of the 
soldiers, with several of the inhabitants, who wished to return to Buenos Ayres.– The mutineers he had 
placed in irons, on board the British Schooner 'Rapid', by the consent of her master previous to my 
arrival, and had freighted her accordingly to take them to Buenos Ayres. She sailed on the 5th 
instant.– ...”871

After describing Port Louis, Onlsow adds a recommendation.

“... the necessity of a small Force being placed at Port Louis... indeed a Force is absolutely necessary 
to preserve order and authority; to protect the well disposed settlers in their peaceable agricultural, 
fishing and other pursuits and to prevent bad characters from landing in the Colony... I regretted to 
observe a bad spirit among the Gauchos; they appeared dissatisfied with their wages.”

Onlsow then writes reports for Rear Admiral Baker at Rio de Janeiro, and the Admiralty in London. 872

In Buenos Aires, a court of inquiry is opened to review the actions of Lieut-Colonel Jóse María Pinedo. 873

“(Pinedo)... based his defence on the absence of precise orders in case he had to face a British military 

expedition.” 874

“Before the court martial itself sat, a commission of inquiry began taking evidence from those who had been at 

Port Louis a fortnight earlier. The commission initially consisted of the Buenos Aires harbourmaster, Francisco

Lynch..., and a judge, Dr. Rafael Macedo Ferreyra, Auditor of the Navy and Assessor of Registrations, with 

Sergeant-Major Bartolo Fernandez of the Naval Artillery Company acting as secretary. … They first swore in 

Pinedo himself and asked him to confirm that the documents he had submitted (his written report and 

instructions) were true copies, but they did not question him...” 875

January 20th, the prisoners are disembarked from Sarandi.

January 21st, in Buenos Aires, while the commission of inquiry continues to question witnesses,876 the journal 

El Lucero publishes an editorial.

“Let us speak frankly, the force is the law of the European Governments aged in intrigue and violence 
of every kind. England, or better say her government, fails in her faith in Treaties and denies the very 
positive assurances of friendship so often expressed in signed letters preserved in our archives, has 
taken surreptitiously of our possessions without further formalities as they get used to the savage 
countries or deserts ... we considered the English not only as the oldest, but as the most constant and 
sincere defenders of our rights; it's painful to see us  insulted by our friends and the successors to 
illustrious Canning.., What reason could have made him give up the path of negotiations, which they 
were about to undertake on this same business?... 877

871 FO 6/500 fols.116-124. Also ADM 1.2276. Original emphasis
872 That to Baker (FO 6/500/189) is an almost exact copy of that to Gore. In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.255-257. The 

letter to the Admiralty contained more detail of the exchanges between Onslow and Pinedo and the mutiny that had 
taken place. Onlsow also provided a 4th version to G. Whitington in 1840.

873 AGN VII doc.60. Pinedo’s trial lasted from January 19, 1833 to February 14, 1833. See March 7, 1833
874 Peña & Peña 2018
875 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.258. Pinedo's report in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.28. Fernandez was replaced on 

January 24, 1833 by Lt.-Colonel José Tomás Beruti.
876 See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.260-261
877 There is no evidence to support a suggestion of negotiations or the promise of negotiations. Other than bare 

acknowledgments, Buenos Aires had not responded to either of the British protests of 1829 and 1832.
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Does the English ministry have the right to classify the prerogatives of nations and to measure the 
degree of consideration they deserve? Whatever the occupation of the Malvinas is, there is no single 
justification for it, even if the rights of sovereignty claimed by England are real. But we are confident 
that the Government of Buenos Aires will take care of proving its insubstantiality, demanding the 
proper reparation of the insult inferred to the dignity of a friendly pavilion; and that, more compliant 
with the principles of universal law, which pre-eminent among learned peoples, do not depart from the 
line of moderation which has hitherto remained in its affairs with foreign powers:..”

“And once again, the old capital of the viceroys saw walls and doors (with) all kinds of "placards" with threats 

of the most varied nature, and where prevailed – "Death to the English!" (and) "Death to strangers!" The 

consequences were not long in coming, but those in charge of maintaining order intervened happily so that 

things did not have a greater consequence: "they used all their influence to stop in the newspaper a 

controversy that soured more and more to the spirits and, in this , at least, the irritation was not slow to calm 

down.” 878

At sea, Capt. Hope writes from HMS Tyne to Lord James Townshend, concerned that once Luis Vernet hears of 

Britain’s determination to “exercise the right of sovereignty over these islands,” he will order a great destruction 

of the wild cattle. 879 Hope suggests that the presence of an agent from England is necessary to prevent this.

January 22nd, Minister de Maza, informed of the arrival of HMS Clio in the Rio de la Plata, writes to Gore.

“ ... the Corvette of H.M.B. 'Clio' anchored on the 2nd instant, in the Port of St. Louis de la Soledad, of 
the Falkland Islands,– with the object of taking possession of them, as belonging to H.B.M.;- her 
Commander Onslow stating, that he had received express order to hoist the English Flag within twenty-
four hours;- .. which had already been done at other ports of the Islands;- and he effected the same in 
the Island of Soledad, in opposition to the protests of the Commander of the Schooner of War 'Sarandi', 
who was at that Port, in execution of the order of the Government;- the which, from an unforseen 
fatality of circumstances, he was unable strictly to fulfil,– resisting by force the occupation of those 
islands.– ... For the reasons above expressed, in compliance with the order of His Excellency, and in 
his name... the Undersigned protests in the most formal manner, against the pretensions of the 
Government of great Britain to the Falkland Islands,- and to the occupation which has been effected of 
them,- as equally against the insult offered to the Flag of the Republic...” 880

“On the 22nd January, 1833, the Buenos Aires Government lodged a formal protest with Gore – "against the 

pretensions of the Government of Great Britain to the Falkland Islands and to the occupation which had been 

effected of them, as equally against the insult offered to the Flag of the Republic, and to the prejudice which she 

had suffered, and may suffer, in consequence of the above-cited proceedings, and moreover, against the still 

further proceedings of the English Government in this respect." Gore acknowledged the receipt of this 

communication, promising to forward it to His Majesty's Government.” 881

In the UK, the London Evening Standard reports; 

878 Caillet-Bois (6th ed.) 1982 p.334
879 FO 78/1/79-80. Townsend was the British commander at Valparaiso
880 FO 6/500/128 also Gore to Palmerston February 14, 1833 in CO 78/1/24. Gore acknowledged receipt on the 24th.
881 Memorandum on the Falkland Islands 1947 in LCO 2/490 citing Maza to Gore 22, January, 1833; Enclosure, Gore to 

Palmerston February 14, 1833 in FO 6/500
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“We have accounts from Buenos Ayres of the 19th of January. Every thing was quiet; but, according to 
… a letter of that date, … they are very angry with us for taking possession at the Falkland Islands, 
which it appears his Majesty's ship Clio did, in the name of his Britannic Majesty, on the 3d of January.
It will be recollected, that some sixty years ago we were going to war with Spain about the same 
islands. What we want of them at present we cannot tell;..”

January 23rd, in Buenos Aires, Minister of War Martinez, calls for the opinion of other Ministers. 

Tomás Guido responds;

“... I will point out to you frankly the course which, it seems to me, must be followed in order to make 
England feel regret, and (know) our grievances and our rights, after the violent occupation of the 
Islands by the forces of S. M. B. ... It is necessary / to establish as a principle, that since we have 
maintained before the Government of the United States our rights of sovereignty over the Malvinas 
Islands, we can not decline without disdain our claim, whatever nation that wanted to dispute that 
dominion; in this sense we must deny England the right to occupy the Islands, and qualify the act of 
ultimate possession by the Clio garrison as a usurpation supported merely by force. 

The usual formula in such cases is a solemn protest by our Minister's mission at the London Court. The
Sovereignty that Spain has constantly claimed over the Malvinas, the recognition that France made of 
this right when it required the St. Maló Company to quit that territory, and to sell its establishment to 
the Spanish Monarch (in) the Royal Order of April 4, (17)74, from which it is clearly deduced that 
England abandoned its alleged rights over the Islands, the last convention of the year (17)90 between 
the Kings of Spain and England, in which any nation was allowed to fish at a shorter distance than ten 
leagues from the coast, without prior permission from the Spanish Government, can serve as a basis for
the protest / with all the consequences and incidents that derive from those previous events; because 
our right is a natural emanation of those of the territory retroverted to the Argentine Republic by virtue
of political emancipation. 

The possession, the existence of our flag, that of our troops and our settlers in said Islands, is another 
of the inescapable arguments in support of the complaint by the outrage that has been caused to the 
nation. But is protest alone sufficient to produce restitution?... no. ... the prospect and usefulness to 
England is so great and far-reaching that it cannot fail to generate the jealousy and care of the other 
maritime nations, whose prosperity depends on the spread of their trade, and on the concurrence of 
their fleets to the ports of America on par with Great Britain. France, the United States, Russia, Ireland
itself will not see without disgust the arrogance of the English, and above all the superiority that gives 
them a place from which they can impregnate and disable the traffic and fishing in the Pacific ocean; 
and a point from where they can put to tribute all communication with India by Cape Horn. ... our aim 
must be to take this issue to the point of turning it into a European issue. To this end our Minister in 
London must (notify) the Ambassadors or Ministers of the Maritime powers residing in that court of the
latest event on the Islands, and of the protest addressed to the British Minister. ... our Minister must be 
prepared to contradict them and to propose the arbitration of one or more powerful nations, friendly or
neutral, to whose ruling the resolution of this question is definitively submitted. ... 

It is also of interest to circulate the Falklands event to all the American Republics, announcing that the 
Government of Emergency, despite its situation relative to that of Great Britain, will assert its rights by 
the means that inspire justice and national honor...” 882

882 In full in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.412-415
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Mateo Vidal recalls the; “ .. vigorous and constant proclamations of Spain during their sovereignty over the 

islands, ... designating Governors until 1805 (sic), maintaining garrisons, building homes, sending residents, 

encouraging farming and cattle breeding, legislating ...”  He states that if England has any rights they cannot be

enforced by a; “... method only tolerable in the Middle Ages..” 

Manuel Garcia advises that Buenos Aires should employ the same tactic as the English in 1770 and ask for; "... 

due satisfaction for the violence committed and a restitution of things to the state they had been in at the time 

of arrival of the Clio." Adding; “In this question there is something mysterious, that we should clarify. For me, 

it is almost certain that the abandonment of port Egmond (sic) made by the English in 1774, was as a result of 

a special agreement with Spain; it matters / therefore to know whether or not there were conditions, and were

this knowledge convenient for us to commit ourselves, or not...” 883

Minister José Ugarteche calls for the archives to be checked, while proposing a lightning attack on Port Louis.

“I venture to suggest as the best way, and soon to save time, expense, and the incalculable evils of a 
formal war; vindicating our sovereignty, and return us to the Falklands. This project requires speed in 
its execution, readying in fifteen days if possible two ships of war, and two transports with five hundred 
men well supplied with munitions and in impenetrable secrecy of its object.. The cost would amount to 
300, or 400 thousand pesos, which (offers) true economic and immense advantages... we will gain credit
abroad.” 884

“To judge the plan proposed by Ugarteche it is necessary to remember that, at that time, the islands, devoid of 

any English garrison, were in the hands of the employees and settlers transported to that point by Luis Vernet. 

The plan was therefore perfectly viable. What could not be estimated in any way were the consequences that 

would result from its realization. In any case, and in our opinion, what Ugarteche suggested was far from a 

far-fetched and unrealizable plan.” 885

In Uruguay, on the same day, an editorial in El Investigador recommends an accommodation between Britain 
and Buenos Aires over the, “sterile islands.” 886 

“For its part, the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, whose policy so closely linked to that of our country, was 
certainly not very favorable, (it) demonstrated, through the newspapers, ... a shy attitude bordering on 
coldness.” 887

January 24th, in Buenos Aires, the House of Representatives is informed of the British action by Ministers 

Balcarce and Maza. 888

“If great has been the pain which the government has felt on receiving the news of the violent abuse of 
power exercised in the Malvinas by a vessel of war belonging to his Britannic Majesty, in dishonour of 
the Argentine flag, in violation of the integrity of the territory of the Republic, of its rights, of justice, 
and of the faith due to the relations of friendship and good understanding, cultivated without 
interruption with the Court of St. James; it feels no less pain in acquainting the Honorable 

883 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.415-416
884 Jose F. de Ugarteche al general E. Martinez Jan 26, 1833 quoted in Caillet-Bois (6th ed.) p.345/346
885 Caillet-Bois (6th ed.) p.346
886 El Investigador January 23, 1833 no.2 p.11 col.2
887 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.341
888 Papers relative to the Origin and Present State of the Questions pending with the United States of America on the 

subject of the Malvinas (Falkland Islands) laid before the Legislature of Buenos-Ayres by the Government of the 
Province charged with the direction of the Foreign Relations of the Argentine Republic in Gaceta Mercantile 1832. 
Quoted in full in The Falkland Islands Dispute in International Law and Politics Raphael Perl 1983. There is a slightly 
different translation in FO 6/500/160. Argentina's National Archive reference is AGN X-1238, doc.11
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Representatives with the new and scandalous aggression, which has been committed in the Malvinas by
an Officer of the English Navy; an aggression rendered the more remarkable from the reciprocal 
relations and Treaties of Friendship and Commerce subsisting between the two countries.” 889

“The proceedings were simply confined to the message, which was read to the House, and then referred to a 

Committee, but no discussion took place.” 890

“Balcarce's and Maza's account of the events at Port Louis in early January 1833 is closely based on Pinedo's 

report, though they gloss over the murder of Mestivier.” 891

Buenos Aires sends out Circular No. 1 to all the provinces of the Argentine Confederation. 892

“I am informed that the Buenos Ayream Govt., have written ... in terms still more violent to the Govts., of the 

other provinces of the Republic – whose voice and concurrence they are anxious to obtain in support of such 

measures as may subsequently he had recourse to.” 893

“... in which, in accordance with the frankness which characterises the principles of the Government, it took 

especial care not to awaken in them any other sentiment but that of the sympathy which ought to animate 

them,..” 894

On the same day, the Argentine Journal of Commerce proclaims. 

“We are persuaded that the government of the U.S. will make a most decided opposition to the 
pretensions of England, notwithstanding its Agent, rather perhaps for want of foresight than from 
criminal intent, defended them with energy. The importance of the Falkland Islands in the hands of the 
English cannot fail to be seen by the Americans who, by consenting to the occupation of them by the 
English, will see a great part of their commerce subject to the caprice of a rival power, which already 
rules the principal seas. 

In the same situation with the United States, is France and all other nations; who cannot, by tacit 
consent, authorize the absurd claim which is now attempted to be established, without exposing 
themselves to be exscinded from our trade and that of the Pacific. It is for the interest of the whole 
world that the Falkland Islands should not be wrested from their true owner; i.e. the Argentina 
Republic, - and all nations, perceiving how much it would be for their advantage that these islands 
should remain under the same jurisdiction as at present, will unite in seeing that justice is done.” 895

January 25th, in Buenos Aires, the commission of inquiry resumes its interrogations; questioning Adjutant 

Gomila who accuses the 'Indians' of Mestivier's murder. 896

January 28th, El Lucero calls for the annulment of the 1825 Treaty with Britain.

889 Translation in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 Appendix A.30 pp.713-715
890 Gore to Palmerston February 14, 1833 in CO 78/1/24
891 Pascoe 2022 vol.2  p.261
892 Which, according to a Senate debate in 1882, were largely unaware of any of the actions taken by Buenos Aires with 

regard to the Falklands archipelago and, indeed, the coasts of Patagonia. All of which Buenos Aires considered to pertain
to Buenos Aires.

893 Gore to Palmerston February 14, 1833 in CO 78/1/24
894 Quoted in the Morning Post Monday December 9, 1833
895 Quoted in The New York Evening Post Tuesday April 16, 1833.
896 Details in Pascoe 2022 vol.2  pp.262-263
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“The enclosed copies and translations of two leading articles from the “Lucero” official newspaper, both 

notoriously emanating from a public employee, will show your lordship the light in which the Govt., have 

sought to place the late occupation of the Falkland Islands by Great Britain before the deeply ignorant and 

deluded public of Buenos Ayres; who are only permitted to view events through the median of a partial and 

most enslaved Press.” 897

January 29th, a further protest is sent to Philip Gore by the Buenos Aires Foreign Ministry.

“... in fulfilment of the orders of his government and in its name, in consideration of what we owe to 
our dignity, to posterity and to the deposit which the United Provinces has entrusted to the government 
of Buenos Ayres, and, in short, to the whole world whose eyes are fixed upon us, the undersigned 
protests in the most formal manner against the pretensions of the government of Great Britain to the 
Malvina Islands, and its occupation of them, as likewise against the insult offered to the flag of the 
Republic, and against the damages which the latter has received and may receive in consequence of the
aforesaid proceedings,... The charge d'affaires, whom the undersigned addresses, will please transmit 
this protest to his government, and manifest the decided resolution of this republic to sustain its rights, 
at the same time that it desires to maintain inviolate the friendly relations which it has hitherto 
cultivated with Great Britain, and that peace may prosper and be perpetual between both states.” 898

January 30th, letters are sent to the other South America nations.

“... giving them news of what happened in Port Louis, and emphasizing the need to unite to face any future 

overpowering rush of imperialism.” 899

One of these letters is sent to Bolivia.

“So manifest a violation of international law must be considered not only an outrage for the Argentina 
Republic, but also of contempt towards other American countries. It is clear that the behavior the 
British cabinet in the Falklands, although detrimental only to the government that feels stripped of its 
territory, is also offensive and too injurious to all the American Republics,..” 900

February 1st, the Buenos Airean Gaceta Mercantil journal publishes a letter from Ventura Pasos, complaining 

of the raid by the USS Lexington over a year before. Also published are the accounts from some of the illiterate 

gauchos who were there when the American warship arrived. Surprisingly, Pasos makes no mention of the Clio's 

more recent action at Port Louis.

February 5th, in Buenos Aires, a court martial considers the fate of the Port Louis garrison mutiniers.

 “That Adjutant José Antonio Gomila, on account of his timidity and want of energy in sustaining the 
discipline of his company, be punished by one year's banishment from the capital, and within the 
Province, on half pay. That second sergeant Jose Maria Díaz, first corporal Francisco Ramírez, and 
privates Bernardino Cáceres, Jose Antonio Díaz, Jose Marta Suares, Antonio Moncada and Manuel 
Saenx Valiente, BE SHOT, and hung four hours on the gallows; and that the right hand of Manuel 
Saenx Valiente be cut off before he is so suspended. That private Mariano Gadea suffer the infliction of 
200 lashes, and 8 years renewal of service; and private Manuel Delgado, 100 lashes and 6 years 
renewal of service.”

897 Gore to Palmerston February 14, 1833 in CO 78/1/24. The 'public employee' was not identified, but Luis Vernet may 
have been seen as suspect.

898 Niles' Register April 27, 1833 p.136
899 Caillet-Bois (6th ed.) 1982 p.340
900 De Maza to Pedro Feliciana Cavia January 30, 1833 
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“... after a brief process, most of the insurgents (seven people in total, among them Saenz Valiente) received a 

death sentence by firing squad. For Gomila, despite being the accused with the highest rank, the punishment 

only consisted of his being assigned to a border fort, with half a salary and for two years. Two other soldiers 

were severely beaten for committing a robbery during the incidents. The sentences were carried out at the 

beginning of February 1833, with Juan Ramón Balcarce being governor of the province. Mestivier's widow 

vigorously protested the lightness of the sanction applied to Gomila, but without success.” 901

“The court martial found all ten guilty and passed sentence of death on the seven principal culprits: Private 

Manuel Sáenz Valiente (the ringleader), Corporal Francisco Ramírez, and Privates Bernadino Cáceres, 

Antonio Moncada, José Antonio Díaz, Manuel Suares and José María Díaz...” 902

Matthew Brisbane resigns as pilot of the Sarandi to resume his employment with Luis Vernet. 903

February 6th, Rapid's captain, John Ross submits his claim for payment for transporting the garrison prisoners
from Port Louis to Buenos Aires. As agreed with Adjutant José Antonio Gomila. 904

February 7th, the London Courier & Evening Gazette reports.

“The Pelham packet, sailed from Rio Janeiro in December, for Bahia, Pernambuco, and Falmouth, 
with 800,000 dollars on board, transhipped (sic) from his Majesty's ship Clio, which was on her 
passage home from round Cape Horn, but whose services were required at the Falkland Islands, to 
which she proceeded.” 905

February 8th, in Buenos Aires, the commission of inquiry into Pinedo's actions passes all the testimonies to 

Public Prosecutor, Manuel Ynsiarte. 906

On the same day, sentences imposed by the Council of War on the Port Louis mutineers are carried out.

“The executions took place on February 8, 1833, in Campo de Marte, today San Martin Square, before a large 

crowd. Governor Juan Ramón Balcarce ordered the presence of all the military staff that had been in 

Malvinas. At ten o'clock, sergeants Manuel Saenz Valiente and Jose Maria Díaz, corporal  Francisco Ramírez 

and privates Jose Maria Suarez and Juan Moncadawere shot by firing squad and their bodies hanged for four 

hours at the gallows. Then three wooden carts carried away the bodies.” 907

“Private Manuel Sáenz Valiente (the ringleader), Corporal Francisco Ramírez, and Privates Bernadino 

Cáceres, Antonio Moncada, José Antonio Díaz, Manuel Suares and José María Díaz, all ... were publicly shot 

by firing squad in the centre of Buenos Aires on 8 February. Privates Manuel Delgado and Mariano Gadea 

were sentenced to floggings and an extension of their army service (which suggests they were already 

criminals serving their time in the army), while Gomila was lucky to have a good lawyer (Major-General 

Nicolás de Vedia) and got off with being banished from Buenos Aires and placed on half pay.” 908

901 Jiminez, Alioto & Villar 2018 pp.47-48 fn
902 Pascoe 2020 p.160
903 AGN Sala III 9-1-3
904 Capt. Ross sailed on a charter voyage before he was answered (see below). While away, a committee decided that he 

was only entitled to the agreed 40 pesos a day, and not for the cost of transporting prisoners to Buenos Aires. Both 
Pinedo and Gomila were consulted, and both stated that they considered the claim to be excessive. Despite Gomila 
freely entering into the contract. Whether Ross ever received anything at all, is unknown. See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.273

905 London Courier & Evening Gazette Thursday February 7, 1833. This appears to be the first news in England 
associating Clio with the Falklands.

906 Who immediately questioned the legality of the commission's procedures.
907 Peña & Peña 2018
908 Pascoe 2020 p.160
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In the USA, ex-envoy Francis Baylies writes to US Secretary Livingston.

“The existing (Buenos Airean) Government have repeatedly denounced the intrusive government under 
which the decree of the 10th of June (was made) as mutinous, and have recognized none of their laws 
and decrees… It may be asked why should they exhibit such pertinacity in sustaining Vernet? In my 
opinion they should have abandoned him without hesitation, had not the interest of some of the leading 
men in the Govt. been in a degree involved… Vernet will eventually be compelled to relinquish his 
claims to the Falklands which will become in some way or other the exclusive domain of the ruling 
family. Hence the strong effort to sustain Vernet.” 909

February 13th, Rapid, now under charter to Luis Vernet, sails for the Falklands. On board are Matthew 

Brisbane, Ventura Pasos, a Charrúa Indian (Manuel González), and gauchos Juan Brasido and Domingo 

Valleja.910 Also a new Secretary, Thomas Helsby. Brisbane carries a letter of authority from Vernet.

“I hereby name you Agent for my private concerns on the East Falkland Island, and with Authority to 
see me my property and to see to the proper continuance of the different branches, as far as under 
present circumstances may be practicable...” 911

Vernet also instructs Brisbane to cease the practice of issuing paper tokens in lieu of cash. Instead, records are to 

be kept of what work the gauchos do, with whatever they need from the stores to be deducted against that record.

“... the paper tokens had ceased to have any value at all.” 912

Vernet's final instruction is that Juan Simon should be 'arrested' as he believes that the capataz has been 

cheating him and operating the settlement for himself; accusations levelled by of Henry Metcalf.

# Researcher's Comment: Vernet appears to have misunderstood the situation. Previously, his authority came 

from the Buenos Aires government. Britain had provided Vernet with no authority to have anyone 'arrested.' It 

was this high-handed attitude that would see the end of his involvement with Port Louis. Together with the 

small fact that he had not provided Brisbane with any money.

February 14th, from Buenos Aires, Minister Maza writes two letters to the Confederation's representative in 

London, Manuel Moreno. In the first he exhorts Moreno to, “waste no time” in employing the skills that had 

recommended the Ambassador to his Government. In the second he points out that Buenos Aires could respond 

by seizing the property of its British residents - “measures demanded by public indignation.” But that the 

government prefers to, “rely on the power of justice.” Moreno is also required to inform other nation's 

representatives of the situation.

“The United States, France and other maritime powers must be first (informed), that a power as great 
as England, she is constituted of a vast archipelago on one of the most important channels for trade 
and navigation, and this circumstance should not be missed...” 913

Also from Buenos Aires, Britain’s charge d’affaires Philip Gore reports to Palmerston that public agitation at 

everything British appears to be being fuelled by the government of Buenos Aires. 914 He also writes of a meeting 

that he has had with Minister de Maza.

909 Manning 1932
910 Brisbane, Pasos, González and Valleja had all been taken off the island by Lexington in January, 1832. 
911 Vernet to Brisbane February 11, 1833 in ADM 1/49. 
912 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.271. Despite the fact that those gauchos remaining in the islands, undoubtedly still held such 

tokens. They were being robbed.
913 Caillet-Bois (6th ed.) 1982 p.348. In his protest, Moreno mis-dates his instructions to January 14, 1833.
914 Memorandum on the Falkland Islands 1947 in LCO 2/490
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“… in which (de Maza) assured him time and time again that Buenos Aires could not reconcile in any way the 

action of Onslow with the friendly relations that existed between the two countries, as he could only see the " 

the right of the stronger to humiliate and suppress a people powerless and again." The Argentine Minister then

reiterated the firm desire that encouraged the cabinet to support the unquestionable titles of the Republic, with 

which it was not intended to break the good relations existing between the two countries.” 915

On the same day, a Court Martial considers the evidence against Lt.-Colonel José Mariá Pinedo. Accused of 

failing to cause the honour and credit of the Province of Buenos Aires to be respected in allowing the British 

officer to remove the flag of the Confederation. 916

“They first heard a defence from Public Defender Felix de Alzaga, then decided the sentence and proceeded to a 

vote. The vote was unanimous: the sentence was to be cashiering for life, ie. permanent dismissal from the 

armed services;...” 917

February 15th, Buenos Aires Public prosecutor, Manuel Ynsiarte, passes the judgment of the Court Martial to 

Governor Balcarce for his approval.

February 16th, the British Packet and Argentine News reports on Pinedo's trial:

“Court Martial of Jose Maria Pinedo. It is reported that on the Court martial of Captain Pinedo there 
were four votes that he should be shot, and four for cashierment, the President of the Court having two 
votes, voted for the latter punishment.” 

February 20th, the Irish Press reports:

“An English frigate is gone to take possession of the Falkland Islands, to end the dispute between the 
Americans and the Buenos Ayres Government.” 918

A French whaler, Rosa (Capt. Marshall) moors in Johnson’s Harbour.

March 1st, HMS Beagle arrives in the Falkland Islands.

“The Beagle anchored at the south side of Berkeley Sound..., and remained
there till I had ascertained the state of affairs on shore: for seeing a French
flag flying near some tents behind Johnson Cove or harbour, and knowing
that, in 1831, the flag of Buenos Ayres was hoisted at a settlement in the
sound, it was evident a change of some kind had occurred. Directly our
anchor had dropped, a whale-boat belonging to the wrecked whale-ship, 'Le
Magellan,' came alongside;… 

He then informed me that the British colours had been hoisted on these
islands by H.M.S. Clio; and that H.M.S. Tyne had since visited the port and
saluted the flag;..” 919

Charles Darwin describes their arrival in his diary. 920

915 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.348
916 The court was comprised of General Celestino Vidal as President, assisted by six colonels
917 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.272
918 Tipperary Free Press Wednesday February 20, 1833
919 FitzRoy 1839 vol.2
920 See https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/charles-darwins-diary-1833-extract.pdf 
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“The first news we received was to our astonishment, that England had taken possession of the Falkland 

Islands & that the Flag was now flying. - These islands have been for some time uninhabited, until the Buenos 

Ayres Government, a few years since claimed them & sent some colonists.- Our Government remonstrated 

against this, & last month the Clio arrived here with orders to take possession of the place.- …  The present 

inhabitants consist of one Englishman, who has resided here for some years, & has now the charge of the 

British flag, 20 Spaniards & three women, two of whom are negresses.” 921

March 3rd, Rapid returns to Port Louis. Storekeeper, and British representative, William Dickson, notes the 

ships arrival. 922

“Brisbane returned from Buenos Ayres without funds...” 923

“...Ventura Pasos, Matthew Brisbane and Th. Helsby arrived on the island aboard the schooner Rapid, .,,; 

Brisbane was recognized as chief, ..” 924

“… with zero presence in the islands Britain was not in a position to prevent the return of civilians, and 

anyway Britain did not object to their returning.” 925

March 4th, London's Morning Post reports:

“The Clio sloop-of-war, Commander Onslow, had been despatched to take possession of the Falkland 
Islands; and the Tyne, captain Hope, was subsequently sent to the same quarter. This was in 
consequence of a quarrel between the Buenos Ayrians (sic) and the Americans, both of whom claimed 
these islands, but, by orders from England, our men-of-war have now taken possession of them, our 
Government having set up a prior right to either.” 

At Port Louis, Matthew Brisbane presents his papers to Capt. FitzRoy.

“Brisbane's instructions from Vernet authorized him to act as his private agent only, to look after the 
remains of his private property, and they had not the slightest reference to civil or military authority.”926

FitzRoy visits Port Louis.

“... a few half-ruined stone cottages; some straggling huts built of turf; two or three stove boats; some 
broken ground where gardens had been… with here and there a miserable-looking human being... 
“How is this?” said I, in astonishment, to Mr. Brisbane; "I thought Mr. Vernet's colony was a thriving 
and happy settlement. Where are the inhabitants? the place seems deserted as well as ruined."  

"Indeed Sir, it was flourishing," said he, "but the Lexington ruined it Captain Duncan's men did such 
harm to the houses and gardens. I was myself treated as a pirate—rowed stern foremost on board the 
Lexington—abused on her quarter-deck most violently by Captain Duncan—treated by him more like a 
wild beast than a human being—and from that time guarded as a felon, until I was released by order of 
Commodore Rogers." 

921 My emphasis. Dickson, was actually Irish. Darwin was surprisingly well informed considering that HMS Beagle had 
sailed from England in December, 1831. More likely Darwin's diary underwent some rewriting before publication.

922 Port Louis Settlement Log (aka Dickson’s Diary) ADM 1/42. Other sources give the date as the 2nd.  For a detailed 
analysis of this record, see Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.276-279

923 Remarks upon the Present State of the Falkland Islands by Commander Robertson of His Majesty’s Sloop Snake 
January 1835 ADM 1/43. Vernet, apparently, had told Brisbane that cash would follow. Presumably from the sale of any 
produce from the Islands, once it had been taken back to Buenos Aires and auctioned.

924 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.376-377 citing Ventura Paso a Luis Vernet, Malvinas, 4 de abril de 1833
925 Pascoe 2020 p.160
926 FitzRoy (1839 vol.2) described Brisbane as Luis Vernet's agent and 'partner.' 
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"But," I said, "where are the rest of the settlers? I see but half a dozen, of whom two are old black 
women; where are the gauchos who kill
the cattle?"

"Sir, they are all in the country. They have
been so much alarmed by what has
occurred, and they dread the appearance
of a ship of war so much, that they keep
out of the way till they know what she is
going to do."

I afterwards interrogated an old German,
while Brisbane was out of sight, and after
him a young native of Buenos Ayres, who both corroborated Brisbane's account.” 927

March 5th, Sun, under Capt. Stott, arrives back in Berkeley Sound. 928

March 7th, in Buenos Aires, the Provincial Governor, Juan Ramón Balcarce announces the final decision as 

regards Lieut-Colonel Pinedo – to be cashiered from the Navy, suspension of employment for four months, 

followed by incorporation into the Army. 929

“The trial had undoubted procedural errors. In addition, the testimonies of English crew members and 
others such as that of Gomila, accused of murder and abuse of Commander Mestivier's wife, lacked 
credibility in most of their passages, and the lack of a defender who appeared towards the end of the 
trial in the person of General Félix de Alzaga, they put me at a disadvantage. However, the conviction 
was light and those errors were acknowledged.” 930

“Nevertheless, some 19 months later Pinedo was again given command of a naval ship. The rest of his career 

was undistinguished. ... It is pleasant to record that he lived to the ripe old age of 90 and died peacefully in 

1885.” 931

The cooper from Rapid goes ashore at Port Louis to prepare casks for the transport of rabbit skins from 

Dickson’s store. 932

Matthew Brisbane dismisses the capataz Juan Simon, but does not attempt to detain him. Simon, offended by 

the accusations, appeals to Capt. Fitzroy.

“In consequence of the representation which have been made to me, by yourself (Brisbane) and by Mr. 
Jean Simon; - influenced also by my own knowledge of the present state of the Settlement at Port 
Louis,- I am induced, to take the liberty of recommending you to retain Mr.Jean Simon, in his present 
employment, until you can again communicate with Mr.Vernet.

Having given attention to this affair,- with a view to the future prosperity of these Islands,- as well as to
the interests of Mr.Vernet himself,- I see much to regret in the removal of Simon;– whose conduct has 
evidently been much misrepresented;– and whose services, here, are at present essentially necessary. 

927 FitzRoy 1839 vol.2
928 Sailed again on March 14, 1833
929 Four months later, following an appeal, Pinedo's sentence was set aside on the basis of procedural 'irregularities' 
930 Pinedo’s Report to Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas, 1833
931 Pascoe 2020 p.160
932 Port Louis Settlement Log (aka Dickson’s Diary) in ADM 1/42. Rosa sailed on March 15, 1833.
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It appears that the Gauchos are attached to, and confide in him:- if he remains; - they will also wish to 
remain; but, if he leaves the Island,- they will not willingly remain… I am satisfied,- that, if Simon now 
leaves the Island, - few,- if any of the useful Gauchos will remain,- … You are at liberty to use this letter
as you think proper...” 933

March 15th, in Buenos Aires, Luis Vernet formally resigns from his position as Civil and Military Commandant 

of Puerto Louis conferred by the Decree of June 13th, 1829. 934

French whaler, Rosa, sails from the Falklands taking most of the crew of the wrecked Magellan. 935

March 22nd, Capt. William Low and Unicorn return to Port Louis to retrieve a sealing crew left there. On board 

is Capt. Nehemiah Bray and the surviving crew of Transport, wrecked at Tierra del Fuego on January 12th, 1833.

“... although considered to be the most enterprizing and intelligent sealer on those shores, perhaps anywhere, 

the weather had been so much against him (Low) that he returned from his six months' cruise a ruined man, 

with an empty ship... Passengers with him were the master and crew of a North American sealing schooner, 

the Transport, which had been wrecked on the south-west coast of Tierra del Fuego, in Hope Harbour; and he 

told me of two other wrecks, all occasioned by the gale of January 12-13th.” 936

March 24th, Charles Darwin makes a note in his diary.

“We have never before stayed so long at a place & with so little for the Journal. … The place bespeaks 
what it has been, viz. a bone of contention between different nations.”

With Low down on his luck, Captain FitzRoy purchases Unicorn for £1,300; renaming the ship Adventure.

“A fitter vessel I could hardly have met with, one hundred and seventy tons burthen, oak built and 
copper fastened throughout, very roomy, a good sailor, extremely handy, and a first rate sea-boat... Mr. 
Low sold her to me, payment to be made into his partners' hands at Monte Video.” 

Low and nine members of his crew leave the ship to await passage or work with another vessel.

“Some of his crew being 'upon the lay,' that is, having agreed to be paid for their work by a small 
proportion of the cargo obtained, preferred remaining at the Falklands to seek for employment in other 
vessels, others procured a passage in the Rapid, and a few were engaged by me to serve in their own 
vessel which, to keep up old associations, I named 'Adventure.' ... 

During the month we remained in Berkeley Sound, I had much trouble with the crews of whaling or 
small sealing vessels, as well as with the settlers, who all seemed to fancy that because the British flag 
was re-hoisted in the Falklands, they were at liberty to do what they pleased with Mr. Vernet's private 
property, as well as with the wild cattle and horses. The gauchos wished to leave the place, and return 
to the Plata, but as they were the only useful labourers on the islands, in fact, the only people on whom 
any dependence could be placed for a regular supply of fresh beef, I interested myself as much as 
possible to induce them to remain, and with partial success, for seven staid (sic) out of twelve.... 
Besides these gauchos, we saw five Indians,...”937

933 Fitzroy to Brisbane March 20, 1833 in AGN 130 doc.59.A further testimonial appears to have been drawn up for Vernet 
in support of Simon, signed by FitzRoy, Brisbane, Ross (Rapid) and Bray (Transport). In full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.282
citing AGN VII 132 doc.181

934 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.348 fn.12 citing Luis Vernet to the Minister of Government V. García Zúňiga March 15, 1833. 
Vernet would later claim to have resigned at an earlier date. cf. 1832 & 1858

935 Some of the officers apparently joined Beagle.
936 FitzRoy 1839 vol.2
937 Ibid.
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“… by that time there were only seven gauchos left in the islands,..” 938

March 26th, William Dickson prepares a letter for Luis Vernet.

“I have to inform you that when the HMB ship
Clio was here, Simon, the capataz, requested 
me to write a letter to you, and I did so – the 
Captain of the Clio said he would be again on
Shore but the wind being fair he sailed early 
the following morning without my having an 
opportunity of putting it on board – and the 
said letter was torn up in my presence – Since 
when I have not had a chance of writing to 
you – The contents of the letter was as follows
= The Gauchos said in my presence that the 

would not work any more for you or on your account and Simon replied to them that they must give you 
four or fine months to come out or send a person here – and during that time they must work under him 
on your account as usual = to which they all agreed on condition that he = Simon = would pay them in 
either gold or silver – and to which proposition Simon consented to = Simon also said that at the 
expiration of the five months he would have nothing to do with them, unless they would work under him 
as capataz as heretofore on your account.” 939

March 30th, Charles Darwin writes to his sister, Caroline.

“We arrived here in the Falkland Islands in the beginning of this month & … We found to our great 
surprise the English flag hoisted. I suppose the occupation of this place, has only just been noticed in 
the English paper; but we hear all the Southern part of America is in a ferment about it. By the awful 
language of Buenos Ayres one would suppose this great republic meant to declare war against 
England! These islands have a miserable appearance; they do not possess a tree; yet from their local 
situation will be of great importance to shipping;...”

April 2nd, Luis Vernet’s resignation is accepted; “… by the Buenos Arean Prime Minister (sic).” 940

With Rapid preparing to depart, Ventura Pasos takes down a letter for Luis Vernet from the illiterate Juan 

Simon. This letter details Simon's conduct in the period following the Lexington raid; justifying his selling beef 

and informing Vernet that he has money from those sales for him. He also swears his allegiance and complains 

that Onslow had caused problems by paying the gauchos in silver coins. 941 Further statements are taken from the

gauchos. 942

April 3rd, Brisbane also writes to Vernet, asserting that FitzRoy has placed him in charge of the British flag. 943

938 Pascoe 2020 p.162
939 Dickson to Vernet March 26, 1833 in AGN VII, 130 doc.60. Juan Simon had asked Dickson to write this explanation.
940 Vernet’s Memorandum Presented 7 May, 1852 in CO 78/43. Also Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.348 fn.12
941 All in AGN Sala VII, 130, doc.62. Also published in 1967 in El Episodio Ocurrido en Puerto de la Soledad de Malvinas

el 26 de Agosto de 1833
942 Considered in detail in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.287-289
943 Following criticism from the Admiralty, FitzRoy subsequently denied having altered the arrangements put in place by 

Onslow. In his letter to Vernet, Brisbane complained that the gauchos had become disaffected; information that Simon 
had attempted to send in January, 1833.
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“Brisbane's acceptance of that office, is a direct acknowledgement, on his part, of the King's Rights; - 
his designating himself as 'Representative' of Mr. Vernet, can only, therefore apply to his character as 
private agent, for Mr. Vernet's assumed private interests at those Islands, - and would appear to me 
clearly to involve no assumption, even implied, of any public character...” 944

April 4th, Darwin sails for the Rio Negro in the newly rechristened Adventure (Unicorn).

In Brazil, a report is published outlining the fishing opportunities in the Falkland Islands.

“From the month of October to April there is such an abundance of sea bream fishing that it could be 
used as food for many thousands of inhabitants and even for exports. 60 miles south of the 
establishment, where there is also a room for salting the meat, because in this place there are oxen so 
huge that their skin has the weight of almost 3 arrobas; rabbit skins, whose fur is gray in color, thick, 
soft and long: dry fish, whose catches, in a given season, will rise to more than 80 tons, and which are 
sold in South America for 25 shillings every 100 pounds All agricultural products find good prices in 
Brazil, and whales find on the Island a sure way of life. Mr. Brisbane caught more than £400 of fins on 
his coast. Fishing for whales in canoes along the coast would be an immense profit.” 945

April 5th, Brisbane sends the Rapid back to Buenos Aires with a cargo of hides and skins for Luis Vernet. 946

“… new shipments were directed to London; one, consisting of .., 155 salted hides, 134 dry ox hides and 807 

dozen rabbit skins, was transported by the schooner Rapid (3 April 1833).” 947

April 6th, sailing from Port Louis, Capt. Fitzoy follows Adventure in Beagle. 948

“Including the crews of some thirty whale-ships, hovering about or at anchor amongst the islands; the men of 

several American vessels, all armed with rifles; the English sealers with their clubs, if not also provided with 

rifles; those cut-throat looking gauchos, the discontented, downcast Indian prisoners, and the crews of several 

French whalers – who could not or would not see why they had not as good a right to the islands as 

Englishmen – there was no lack of elements of discord; and it was with a heavy heart and gloomy forebodings 

that I looked forward to the months which might elapse without the presence of a man-of-war, or the 

semblance of any regular authority.” 949

“After the Beagles departure, the little community at Port Louis were on their own again. The gauchos carried 

on their usual activity of cattle-catching, and sent supplies to some gauchos at Johnson's Harbour attempting 

to salvage the stores left in the Magellan...” 950

April 14th, news arrives in England of Onslow’s ejection of the Buenos Airean garrison.

April 15th, at Stonington, Connecticut, the 790 fur seal skins and 401 pup skins liberated by Duncan and 

Davison from Vernet's storehouse in January, 1832, finally arrive. Ownership is immediately disputed.

944 Gore to Hood April 29, 1833 in FO 118/31/102. Original emphasis. Hood was Consul-General at Montevideo. 
945 Viagem a's Ilhas Malvinas in Jornal do Commercio April 4, 1833 p. 2. cit., vol.1, no. 8
946 ADM 1/42 No.s 1 & 2. Rapid also carried rather a lot of correspondence. See Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.290
947 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.221 fn.19. Two day discrepancy in the date of departure.
948 At which point, Mathew Brisbane took over the Port Louis Settlement Log (ADM 1/42). An attempt, perhaps, to 

emphasise his authority over Dickson – the British representative appointed by Onslow.
949 FitzRoy 1839 vol.2
950 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.291
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“They were delivered to Captain Davison (by Duncan)... who claimed them falsely as belonging originally to 

the Harriet. On arrival with those skins in the United States Mr. Burrows claimed them...” 951

At Montevideo, Rapid sails into the port. Once in receipt of Dickson's letter about Juan Simon, Vernet makes 

notes about the gauchos - “1. They could not work for anyone else as all the horses were mine. 2. They being 

owing money, which they had received in advance for future labour, they had no right to demand any 

payment until the advances were paid up – But the Bs As authority having been removed & the new authority 

left unsupported, everyone thought he could do as he pleased, hence the exorbitant demands of the gauchos.” 952

April 16th, the New York Evening Post reports.

“The excitement on account of the act of the British government in taking possession of the Falkland 
Islands appears to have somewhat abated. The Secretary of Foreign Relations had addressed a note to 
Mr. Gore, the British Charge d'affairs, protesting against the occupation of the islands, and asserting 
the determination of the Argentine republic to maintain its right to possess them. The garrison at 
Falkland Islands appears to have been composed of a gang of desperadoes, several of whom have now 
suffered death at Buenos Ayres for atrocious crimes.”

April 23rd, in the USA, Francis Baylies writes to Secretary Livingston.

“The recent transactions at the Falkland's indicate truly what the character of any Colony from Buenos
Ayres must necessarily be. An expedition prepared with much parade sent out in a national vessel under
the national flag composed of national soldiers, a garrison, formally established military possession, 
taking the claim of sovereignty and the appointment of the Governor, announced by decree; in short, 
every thing done to announce to the world the solemn character of the measure. And yet the first act of 
these selected colonists and soldiers is the murder of their Governor! The new settlement baptized in 
the blood of its Chief! Any Colony emanating from Buenos Ayres and established at the Falklands will 
inevitably become piratical. I find I am denounced in high terms by the renegade who conducts the 
Gaceta Mercantil for disclosing to Great Britain the extent of her rights, as if Great Britain who 
protested against the occupation of the Falklands in 1829 did not know her own rights!” 953

April 24th, in London, Argentina's Minister Plenipotentiary, Manuel Moreno, writes to Lord Palmerston.

“On the arrival of the letters from Buenos Ayres, dated the 14th of January last, by the Brazil Packet 
which is just come in, almost all the London Journals published the intelligence that the garrison and 
colonists of the United Provinces in the Malouine Islands, as well as the Schooner of War, the 'Sarandi,'
which was stationed in that dominion of the Republic had been compelled to retire, owing to the 
intimation of Captain Onslow of HM's Schooner of War 'Clio,' and that that officer, on expelling by 
force the said Garrison and Colonists of the United Provinces, had declared that he was going to take, 
and that he did take, possession of the Islands in HBM's name, notwithstanding that the discussion 
respecting them was pending. It is the duty of the Undersigned to request, in the name of his Govt. to be 
informed whether HBM's Govt. has ordered the expulsion of the garrison of Buenos Ayres from the 
Malouine Islands,... and whether it has authorized or recognized the declaration likewise reported to 
have been made by that officer respecting the dominion of those possessions.” 954

April 27th, Lord Palmerston, although not yet in receipt of any report, responds to Minister Moreno.

951 Luis Vernet in British Packet & Argentine News October 14, 1837 in FO 6/501/254. 
952 See March 26, 1833 above. There is no information available about the gauchos having been paid in advance.
953 Quoted in Manning 1932
954 Moreno to Sir G. Shee 24, April, 1833 in F.O. 6/500
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“... that the proceedings of the Commander of the “Clio” took place in consequence of instructions 
given by HM's Government to Admiral Baker, ... Admiral Baker was ordered to send a ship-of-war to 
the Falkland Islands, to exercise there HM's ancient and undoubted rights of Sovereignty and to act 
there as in a possession belonging to the Crown of Great Britain; and, of course, if there should be 
found in those Islands any foreign persons or military force not acknowledging the Sovereignty of HM, 
the Commander of the ship of war was to request such persons or such military force to withdraw,...” 955

“The question of right is therefore directly brought to an issue, as the act of Captain Owen (sic) is thus 

sanctioned by his Government,...” 956

# Researcher's Comment: Whatever doubts there may be about whether Onslow obeyed his orders, or exceeded 

them, they are laid low by Palmerston with a clear adoption of the action on behalf of the British Government. 

April 29th, at Port Louis, Brisbane instructs the gauchos to build a new corral for the cattle. They refuse.

May 3rd, the Admiralty forwards Commander Onslow's report to Lord Palmerston. 957

May 5th, Lord Palmerston sends instructions to Philip Gore, for the information of Buenos Aires.

“... the British Govt, upon this occasion, has only exercised its full and undoubted right. The rights of 
HM to the Falkland Islands are of ancient standing and have never been relinquished, but have, on the 
contrary, been recently announced to the Buenos Ayrean Govt. by Mr. Parish's Note of Nov. 1829. The 
British Govt. at one time, thought it inexpedient to maintain any garrison in those Islands; it has now 
attended its views, and has deemed it proper to establish a Port there. But HM is not accountable to 
any foreign Power for the reasons which may guide them in making such arrangements with respect to 
territories belonging to the British Crown.”958

“In this way, Great Britain expressed that in its opinion, once the Islands had been occupied, it was not 

necessary to maintain a presence, and that the title was preserved, dormant but latent. The concept finds some 

support in Dolzer, who wrote that the requirement of actual occupation is attenuated in cases of insular 

territories far from the continent and inappropriate for settlement and maintenance...” 959

On the same day, from Buenos Aires, Vernet writes to Krumbhaar in Philadelphia.

“Some of my friends advise me to go to America, others to England, others to wait here for the Minister
who is expected daily from England, others to return to the Island. For my part, I am confused about 
the way forward ..” 960

May 8th, the Aberdeen Press & Journal notes:

“The capture of the Falkland Islands by British vessels is an occurrence of more importance than, from 
the comparatively little notice which has been taken of it, one would suppose. The fine harbour of Soleil
(sic) will prove an excellent haven for our ships, and the possession of these islands will serve as a key 
to the South Sea, as the Cape of Good Hope does to the Great Indian Ocean. Besides, if it were 
resolved to form a Convict Colony at these islands, the expence (sic) would not be one-half so much, 
nor the distance so great as to New South Wales.”

955 CO 78/1/243. Also Palmerston to Moreno 27, April, 1833 in FO 6/500
956 Evening Mail Monday September 2, 1833
957 FO 6/500/116
958 CO 78/1/239
959 Peña & Peña 2018 citing The Territorial Status of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas): Past and Present R. Dolzer 1993
960 Quoted in Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.380-381
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May 18th, the Hereford Times reports

“The Falkland Islands: We alluded on Wednesday to the intelligence from the English papers of the 
intention of the British Government to obtain possession of these Islands. By the ship Isis, arrived from 
Montevideo, we have received Buenos Ayres papers which announce that that event has actually taken 
place. Great excitement was produced in Buenos Ayres by a knowledge of this occurrence; the papers 
were filled with acrimonious articles on the subject, and all the odium lately attached there to the 
American name appeared to be shifted to the shoulders of John Bull. We see it stated in these papers 
that Mr. Fox, the British Minister at Buenos Ayres, when that government appointed a political and 
military commandant of the Falkland Islands, protested against it in the name of England, and invoked 
the rights of the crown. A letter is also published from the United States, in which it is said, 

"England has presented to the government of the United States an official protest or notification, 
that she is the rightful owner of the Falkland Islands, that Spain has only held them upon 
sufferance ever since the year 1774."...”

In the Falklands, sealer Susannah Ann (Ferguson) anchors in Johnson's Harbour.

May 21st, at Port Louis, after some difficult negotiation, Brisbane notes that two of the gauchos have agreed to 

build a new cattle corral for 200 pesos. Jean Simon guarantees that they will be paid in silver.

“… the sale of Fresh Beef to casual Visitors was inadequate to cover the expenses of the establishment, and none

of the proceeds of the hides, and jerked beef, shipped off to Buenos Ayres, had arrived to enable him to carry on

the business without involving himself in debt, to the gauchos, yet in this situation of his affairs he imprudently

entered into an agreement with two of them and an Indian, in the winter of 1833, to build a Corral at a 

distance from the Settlement, for which, when completed, they were to be paid 200 Silver Dollars, Simon 

becoming security for the payment;..” 961

“It seems he secured the gauchos' agreement to build it by making promises of payment he could not keep...” 962

May 25th, a boy, Manuel Coronel jnr., is born to the indentured slave Carmelita.

“In the 1851 census he appears as a gaucho.” 963

May 31st, Governor Balcarce sends a message to the 11th Legislature of the Province of Buenos Aires.

“... the Commander of His Britannic Majesty's Sloop of War Clio, supported by a superior force, and 
favoured by circumstances of which you are aware, took possession of those Islands in the name of his 
Sovereign. The Government, at the time, acquainted you with the course it intended to pursue. It has 
accordingly instructed its Minister in London, energetically to protest against this violation of the most 
sacred principles of the Law of Nations, to demand the restitution of those Islands, and to require such 
satisfaction as shall correspond with the justice and honour of both Governments, by those means 
which probity, good faith and sound reason recommend.” 964

961 Remarks upon the Present State of the Falkland Islands, by Commander Robertson of His Majesty’s Sloop Snake 
January 1835 in ADM 1/43. My emphasis. Juan Brasido was one, while the Charrúa Indian was Luciano Flores. It seems
likely that the second gaucho was José Mariá Luna. See below.

962 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.293
963 Cirio 2019 p.9. The census also identified his nationality as “Falkland Is.”
964 Signed by Juan Ramon Balcarce, Victorio Garcia de Zuniga, Manuel Vicente de Maza and Enrique Martinez. There was

no mention of Jewett’s supposed act of possession in 1820.
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“The Rio de la Plata authorities, who cannot command the obedience of their own continental provinces, and 

who could never subdue the whole of the continental territory formerly belonging to the Spanish Viceroyalty of

the same name, seem extremely disposed to maintain a contest with foreign nations about the most trifling or 

the most doubtful points of territorial sovereignty... hence they seem disposed to risk the friendship and 

alliance of Great Britain on the less profitable and more uncertain title to the sovereignty of two almost 

uninhabited islands near the Tierra del Fuego, while they have not been able to extend their sway to the 

opposite coast of their own continent.” 965

“At that time, and for almost another 20 years, the governor of Buenos Aires Province was "charged" with the 

foreign policy of the whole Argentine Confederation foreign policy. … any mention of a dispute with a foreign 

power thus amounted to an official protest to the power concerned.” 966

June 17th, in London, Minister Moreno submits a Memoria and Protest to Viscount Palmerston 967 regarding 

the; “... proceedings of His Britannic Majesty's Government, in assuming the sovereignty and possession of the 

Malvinas, otherwise called the Falkland Islands, and in forcibly stripping the said United Provinces of a part of

their territory and dominion.” Moreno complains that Buenos Aires had not been informed of the intended 

action and repeats that there was a “pending discussion.” He argues that Magellan “must have seen the 

Malvinas” in 1520 and would, “according to the proper forms,” have claimed them. Moreno also details 

Bougainville's occupation, asserting that; “Spain, who had complained of the establishment in the Malvinas, 

and who regarded it as intrusive, did nevertheless respect the possession, and the title of first occupant (favor 

possessionis) vested in the French Government.” Considering the events of 1770/71, Moreno contends that 

Rochford's failure to counter the reservation inserted by Masserano supported Spain's rights. 968 He also avers to 

the rumour of a secret, unwritten, agreement.

“Is not this admitting the reservation with which Spain invested itself? … This gives birth to a very 
strong suspicion that, below the surface of this transaction, there was something mysterious, but withal 
of so much importance, that it affected, and decided, the nature of the convention.” 

Moreno connects this to the 1774 withdrawal of the British garrison; “... in support of the reality of the cession, 

or, as some English writers explain it, the fulfilment of the contract by each party.” 969 With regard to Clayton's 

plate left at the garrison in 1774, Moreno says that it being; “… long subsequent to the French inscription of 1764 

(it) is of no validity,” adding that as the plate claims all the Falklands Islands, it is “over-done” as it seeks to 

invalidate the; “... Spanish dominion of Port Luis, acknowledged in the convention of 22nd of January, 1771.”970 

965 Evening Mail Monday September 2, 1833
966 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.295. Moot. Buenos Aires had claimed the foreign ministry in the early days of the Federal Pact, but

the extent of its powers to act without the approval of the other provinces were vague and would be disputed in 1882. 
Also, protests are required to be from government to government. Not via messages to a legislature, however official. cf.
1882.

967 Moreno 1833. Reproduced in full in Perl 1983. For the published version see -  
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/ambassador-morenos-published-protest-1833.pdf 

968 Worthy of note that Spain never actually claimed to have discovered the Falkland islands, only claiming discovery of 
the ‘region’ of Magellan’s strait. There is no evidence that, before taking over the French settlement in 1767, Spain had 
ever visited the archipelago. cf. Paper 1: 1480-1763 and 1764 to 1767

969 There was no such ‘secret’ promise; a rumour started by the French Ambassador to London which he later denied. See 
1771 – 1774

970 While, arguably, Clayton’s plate only claimed Falklands Isle (West Falkland), there had been no acknowledgment of 
Spanish dominion over Port Egmont in 1771, or thereafter. cf. 1770-1774.
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Minister Moreno finally argues that Argentina succeeded to the islands from Spain. 971

“It is well known to all the world that, by the Revolution which took place on the 25th of May, 1810 and 
the solemn Declaration of Independence on the 9th of July, 1816, a political community was constituted,
in the jurisdiction of Buenos Aires, under the name, style and title of, "United Provinces of the Rio de la
Plata," which has been recognised by Great Britain and other principle nations. 972 This political 
community could not exist without territory, as, where there is no independence of territory, there can 
be no Sovereign State, and thus, as the community acquired the right of Treaties, and that of 
competency to negotiate with foreign Powers, it also acquired the right of State property (jus in 
patrimonium reipublicae.) The United Provinces consequently succeeded Spain in the rights which that 
nation, from whom they separated had possessed in that jurisdiction. The Malvinas had always been a 
part of that country, or of that district, and, as such, they formed part of the dominion, or public 
property of the new state (patrimonium reipublicae publicum); and were claimed, inhabited and 
garrisoned by its subjects. The sovereignty of the islands, which ceased in the Spanish Government, on 
the Independence of America, could not pass in succession to England, nor revive a question and 
claims that were extinct.” 973

# Researcher's Comment: In reality, of course, those newly independent American nations would spend decades

arguing over where their borders lay. Two hundred years later, some still are. The reality on the ground, in that 

period, was that a newly independent nation – attained, not merely declared – was recognised as having the 

territory it held (effective occupation), which was not necessarily the same area as its predecessor. 

The Argentine Confederation could only claim the territory it controlled. In 1833 that was simply nowhere near 

as large as the area controlled by the Spanish Viceroyalty, which had included Paraguay and Uruguay. Also, 

Spain had not abandoned its claims to any of the American colonies. Nor would Madrid agree to do so until the 

Cortez of 1836. Arguments regarding State succession need to be put into their proper historical context - “If an 

international tribunal had sat in 1833, in the context of that time and acknowledging the accepted norms, 

whose sovereignty would they have recognised over East Falkland Island”? 

In 1833, Spain clearly still held far greater rights to the Island of Soledad (East Falkland) than Argentina. Or the 

UK, despite Britain's inclination to see the archipelago as a single unit. Map (next page) by Adolf Stieler of 

Germany.

“The object of "the protest," which is as long as Spanish diplomacy could make it, may soon be 
described, though the dispute to which it refers is of ancient date, and at one time had nearly involved 
us in a Spanish war. ... We scarcely know whether the subject is worth disputing – but … the arguments 
of the Buenos Ayres Envoy might be easily answered. We have for more than 60 years considered the 
Falkland Islands as our own, both by the right of prior discovery and the claim of first occupancy. We 
asserted that claim against the French in 1765, and we did not surrender it to Spain, which purchased 
the departure of their French allies. Our rights have hitherto remained as they were in 1774, and surely
Buenos Ayres, which derives all its rights through Spain, cannot be allowed to invade a possession 
which Spain never could prevail upon us formally to abandon.” 974

971 Not recognised in what stood for international law either in 1810, 1816 or 1833. Spain did not recognise Argentina's 
independence until 1863. Britain only recognised the de facto separation of the La Plata provinces in 1823 and would 
not recognise Argentina's territorial rights (without the Falklands) until the treaty of 1850.

972 Canning may have recognised the existence of the United Provinces de facto (in fact), but assured Spain at the same 
time that he had not done so de jure (in law). See 1810 and 1816 for a variety of opinions on this.

973 Moreno's failure to mention two British protests (1829 & 1832) stands out as a notable oversight.
974 Evening Mail Monday September 2, 1833
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“... this elaborate document concludes by

formally protesting against the sovereignty

lately assumed in the Falkland Islands by

Great Britain, and against the spoliation

and ejection of the Republic's settlement in

Port Louis,...” 975

“Moreno contended that, since no nation

could support its claim to first discovery by

actual possession within  a reasonable time,

then contiguity must be considered. Spain

was the only nation which could claim that

the Falkland Islands were accessory parts

or outworks of the South American

continent and conducive to her imperial

safety; it was more reasonable for Spain to

keep possession of points adjacent to her

American coasts than to forgo her rights in

favour of another Power more than 3,000

miles away.” 976

“Spain must surely be regarded as having

established effective control (and therefore

sovereignty) over East Falkland. Moreover,

Spain’s title survived the departure of the Spanish in 1811, because there is no evidence that Spain intended to 

abandon sovereignty; physical departure from territory does not lead to loss of sovereignty over that territory

unless it is accompanied by an intention to abandon sovereignty.” 977

“These arguments present some serious flaws; contrary to Britain, Spain never founded its claim to the Islands

on discovery but on the Papal Bulls and the treaties that followed. Moreover, there is no agreement as to which

nation was the discoverer of the Islands, and even if such agreement existed, it was by then universally 

admitted that discovery alone was insufficient to confer titles of sovereignty when not followed by actual 

occupation and demonstration of the will to possess. There is no record of France having sold its rights to the 

Islands to Spain, nor of Spain having purchased them. Such transaction would have meant the admission by 

Spain of a French right to the Islands and a denial of its own, because no-one can reasonably buy what one 

already owns. … The argument that Britain abandoned the Islands in 1774 is also weak...” 978

June 18th, in an undiplomatic appeal to public opinion, Moreno publishes his government's protest in The 

Times newspaper. 

“… he published in the Times the Message of the Buenos Aires Government and the response given by Gore "so 

that the Public is aware of the fact of the lack of intimacy and the contradiction in which he has incurred". At 

975 London Courier & Evening Gazette Monday May 19 1834. 
976 Memorandum on the Falkland Islands 1947 in LCO 2/490. For a consideration of contiguity (geography) in 

international law, see 1928.
977 Memorandum submitted to the Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee in 1983 by Dr. M. Akehurst, cf. The Falkland 

Islands, 5th Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee Session 1983-1984 HC 268 25.10.1984
978 Peña & Peña 2018
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the same time he had the protest Memorandum printed in French979 and English, in the hope of giving it as 

much publicity as possible.” 980

In response, Britain’s King William IV orders a search of the 1770/71 archives.

June 19th, Bolivia writes to Buenos Aires with regard to the; “(a) violation of international law which must be 

considered not only an outrage to Argentina but one that involves contempt toward other American nations.”

“The occupation of the Falkland islands, without previous claims, without any just title, without any 
other support than the abuse of power, has been sensibly felt by the government of Bolivia, … the 
conduct of the British Cabinet with respect to the Falkland Islands, is not only prejudicial to the 
Government which has been despoiled of their possessions, but offensive and extremely injurious to all 
the American Republics; and it is, in the opinion of the Government of Bolivia, an affair highly 
continental. Under this view, it will with pleasure not only enter into aid in whatever may lead to the 
reparation of so grievous an offence – but likewise sincerely desires that it may be accounted among 
the first to reclaim and obtain, by those measures which may be deemed most convenient, indemnity for 
the injurie (sic) sustained...” 981

“January 23, 1833 – Governor Balcarce communicates to the American republics the attack committed by 

England, only Bolivia responds by expressing its adhesion.” 982

July 8th, at Port Louis, Pedro Fermin dies; “… after a long, lingering sickness of eight months, six of which he 

was confined to his bed.” 983

July 12th, in Buenos Aires, Minister de Maza again requests some explanation from Philip Gore.

“On July 12, Maza – after allowing adequate time for Gore to receive instructions or reports from London –

demanded "some explanations" concerning the verified invasion of Port Louis.” 984

July 13th, Gore acknowledges de Maza's note. 985

“… on the 13th he responded (to) him declaring that the "British Government on this occasion has only 

exercised its full and undoubted right". He recalled, also, that in 1829 Parish had made known the claims of 

England and, finally, he added that if his homeland, he believed, (had) for some time, (found it) unnecessary to 

keep a garrison in the archipelago, (it) had now altered its view, (and) the King was not responsible "to any 

Foreign power for reasons that may guide him in making such an arrangement, with respect to Territories 

belonging to the British Crown"…” 986

979 Protestation du Gouvernement des Provinces Unies du Rio de la Plata par son Ministre Plenipotentiaire a Londres, sur
l'abustation de souveraineté dans les Iles Malouines par la Grande Bretagne et l'extitution de l'établissement de Buenos 
Aires a Port Louis

980 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.350-351 citing Manuel Moreno to Felipe Arana, London, July 3, 1833, in Archive of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Buenos Aires, Political Division, Malvinas Islands, First Declaration

981 Quoted in the Public Ledger & Daily Advertiser Wednesday November 27, 1833. My emphasis. Bolivia was unaware 
of the protests of 1829 and 1832 which remained unpublished by Buenos Aires.

982 Rosas y las Malvinas Absalón Rojas 1950 pp.42-43
983 Port Louis Settlement Log (aka Dickson’s Diary) in ADM 1/42. 
984 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.351
985 Gore to Palmerston August 8, 1833 in CO 78/1/261
986 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.351-352 citing F. G. Gore a M. V. de Maza, Buenos Aires, 13 de julio de 1833 in Archivo 

del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Buenos Aires, División Política, Islas Malvinas, Primera reclamación, ..., fs. 
111 y 111
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On the same day, Consul Charles Griffiths notes in a letter, the complaints of a British citizen in Buenos Aires 

with regard to the local population.

“Each time I dislike them all the more because there is no satisfaction given either in political or 
private matters, and one can not trust them or their words or their professions. Also they are retarded to
a worse degree than the old Spaniards. (They) are so mad with vanity and conceit, both companions of 
ignorance...” 987

Also that day, Argentine Minister de Irigoyen writes to Minister Moreno in London. 

“In July, 1833 M. de Irigoyen let the Argentinean Minister in London know that the government approved of 

his conduct, and it hoped that he would redouble his zeal in fulfilling the orders that he had been advised of on 

the 14th of February. The political storm which, by then, hovered over Buenos Aires … forced him to adopt an 

existing measure of prudence, hoping that the invader, "better educated", would recognize the legality of the 

Argentine claims;… it was insisted (on) that Moreno extensively enlighten the diplomats of the maritime 

nations about the evils that the British occupation and what everyone considered (to be) the key to the Pacific 

… (however) the ministers unanimously agreed that our representative should remain in London "vigorously 

claiming by all means established by the law of nations, the possession of the Malvinas Islands by the Republic,

and clearly manifesting its uncontestable right …"…” 988

July 22nd, in London, speaking before a Parliamentary Select Committee, Charles Enderby reports that his 

company has seven ships employed in the Southern Whale Fishery. 989

July 23rd, when the cattle corral ordered by Brisbane is finally completed, the gauchos are unhappy to discover 

that there is no money to pay them. Despite the guarantee provided by Jean Simon. 990

“When the Caral (sic) was finished, neither Brisbane or Simon could pay; - this added to some other 

grievances, either real or pretended,..” 991

“... Vernet's remarks suggest a slightly different course of the dispute: he implies the men had made the walls of

the corral too low, and that Brisbane had then refused their offer to go out again and make them higher, thus 

avoiding having to pay them.” 992

In August, those remaining at Port Louis are:

“Capt. Matthew Brisbane, superintendent; Thomas Helsby, William Dickson, Don Ventura Pasos, Charles 

Kussler, Antonio Vehingar, (known at Buenos Ayres as Antonio Wagnar,) Juan Simon, (Capataz,) Tanstin 

Martinez, Santiago Lopez, Pascual Diaz, Manuel Coronel, Antonio Rivero, Jose Maria Luna, Juan Brasido, 

Manuel Gonzales, Luciano Flores, Manuel Godoy, Felipe Salazar, and Lattorre (the last five being Indians, 

having been sent by the Governor of Monte Video to this island for bad conduct); three women, viz. Antonina 

Roxa, Gregoria Madrid, Carmelita and her two children. Also, Captain William Low, and a boat's crew, late of 

the schooner Unicorn, were temporary residents … viz. Henry Channen, John Stokes, Daniel Mackay, Patrick 

987 Griffiths to Bidwell June 13, 1833 quoted in Caillet-Bois (6th ed.) 1982 p.335. Caillet-Bois quoted this to demonstrate 
the outburst of public feeling following news of Sarandi's ejection from Port Louis – despite it being written 6 months 
later. Caillet-Bois employed the quote out of context, so I replace it on the date it was written.

988 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.352-353 citing M. de Irigoyen a Manuel Moreno, Buenos Aires, 13 de julio de 1833
989 Report from the Select Committee on Manufactures, Commerce & Shipping August 1833 p.512
990 It seems likely that Brisbane had hoped that funding would arrive from Luis Vernet, before the debt needed to be 

settled. 
991 Remarks upon the Present State of the Falkland Islands, by Commander Robertson of His Majesty’s Sloop Snake 

January 1835 in ADM 1/43
992 Pascoe 2022 vol2. p.299
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Kerwin, Samuel Pearce, George Hopkins, Joseph Douglas, Francis Machado, and Jose Manuel Pardo; likewise 

two men of colour …. honest John and …. (Antonio Manuel.)” 993

“There were now eight gauchos left: Juan Simon (the capataz), Juan Brasido, Manuel Coronel, Pascuel Diez, 

Santiago Lopez, José Mariá Luna, Fastino Martinez and (Antonio) Rivero...” 994

August 7th, from London, Minister Moreno writes to Buenos Aires to report his opinion that France, Holland, 

Switzerland or Denmark would be those nations most suited to undertake any arbitration. 995

“The idea of submitting the decision to an arbitrator was also considered by Moreno ... but (the Government) 

was of the opinion that it was advisable to let England make the proposal in this regard.” 996

August 9th, American sealer, Sun (Trott) returns to Port Louis. 997

August 10th, Capt. Trott purchases five cows from Matthew Brisbane.

August 14th, Britain’s Admiralty informs the Foreign Office that they have written to Rear-Admiral Seymour at 

the Rio station, with an instruction to post an officer to the archipelago. 998

“... to appoint a Lieutenant from under his command to reside and take charge of the British Interests 
at the Falkland Islands... together with a boat, and boats crew of four men...” 999

August 15th, at Port Louis, Matthew Brisbane is told that there may be a 'revolt'. He dismisses the rumours. 1000

August 25th, Henry Channen and George Hopkins, both ex-Unicorn sealers, are invited to dine at Antonio 

Rivero's dwelling. Also present are, Juan Brasido, Jóse María Luna, Manuel González and Latorre. There is a 

discussion about a 'revolution'. After the meal, the two sealers return to the house that the ex-Unicorn men are 

using, to tell the others what they have heard.

“Rivero (nicknamed Antook), Brasido and Luna were Creoles; the rest, indigenous to the Charrúa nation, 

originating from the Mesopotamian coast or from the Banda Oriental.” 1001

“Channen later told Henry Smith that the conspirators had asked him if there was "any chance of their getting 

away"... Henry Smith added a note in faint lead pencil on the back cover of Thomas Helsby’s journal: "They 

had the Carpenter & George Hopkins cast balls and gave powder to Rubio the night previous to the murder" 

(the carpenter was Henry Channen; "Rubio" ["Blond"] was José María Luna).” 1002

993 The Nautical Magazine 1834. Domingo Valleja, a gaucho who had arrived with Rapid on March 3, 1833, had been 
taken ill in June and died. Gaucho Pedro Fermin in July also. Misspellings of Channon/Channen appear regularly.

994 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.300
995 A response dated October 19, 1833, from Minister Ugarteche, basically said; “we'll let you know.”
996 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.353
997 Sailed on August 17, 1833
998 PRO CO 78/1 f.257
999 CO 78/1/257
1000 Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p.301 citing Smith to Seymour March 8, 1834 in PRO Adm 1/42 doc.9. Henry Channen, an ex-

Unicorn sealer, told Lt. Smith that he and another ex-crewman of Unicorn, Francisco Machado, had warned Brisbane of 
the rumours. However, Channen may have been attempting to distance himself from subsequent events by this 
statement. To be taken with a pinch of salt.

1001 Jiminez, Alioto & Villar 2018 p.51 fn
1002 Pascoe 2020 p.163
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August 26th, at 7am in the morning, Capt. Low, with two other ex-Unicorn sealers, an ex-Transport seaman 

and a gaucho, set out from Port Louis to hunt seals. They are seen off by Matthew Brisbane. 1003

“Matthew Brisbane filled in the date for Monday 26 August in the 1833 Port Louis Log, but he never got any 

further. Early that morning he went down to the landing-stage to see off Captain William Low…” 1004

After Low has departed, gaucho Antonio Rivero leads an attack on the settlement's principle citizens. William 

Dickson, Matthew Brisbane, Antonio Vahinger (Wagnar), Juan Simon and Ventura Pasos are murdered. 1005

“I met Antonio Rivero, Jose Maria Luna, Juan Brasido, Manuel Gonzales, Luciano Flores, Manuel 
Godoy, Felipe Salagar and Lattorre, running towards the point armed with muskets, pistols, swords, 
dirks and knives. It was very evident they were going to kill someone, and I hastened towards the house 
of Captain Brisbane, for the purpose of informing him of what was going on. On my arrival I was 
alarmed at finding the doors locked and after knocking some time, was surprised at learning from two 
of the women that the aforesaid eight men had killed Captain Brisbane, Capitaz Juan Simon and had 
left Don Ventura for dead, he having been wounded by a musket ball in his throat, his head cut open, 
and his hand almost cut off by a sword, afterwards he escaped by a back window, and reached the 
house of Antonina Roxa, about 50 or 60 yards distant. On my way up from the point, I heard two musket
shots fired at the house of Antonio Wagnar, where they killed him, and William Dickson, to which two of
the boats crew Joseph Douglas and Daniel McKay, were eye witness. ... They then returned to the house
of Captain Brisbane, and not finding the body of Don Ventura, searched for him and on finding him, he 
ran out, when I saw him killed by their firing 2 or 3 musket shots at him.” 1006

“(Daniel McKay) says he was in Wagners house when seven men on foot and one on horseback came. He does 

not know them all by name but can point them out. Knew Felipe (Salazar) he was on horseback: saw him cut 

Dickson down with a Sabre and saw Dickson shot afterwards but by whom of the party he cannot say for he 

was too much alarmed to distinguish. Saw Felipe’s brother as he is called (Latorre) beating Wagner on the 

head with his Balls* (*These stones of a pound weight each, connected together by hide thongs i.e. knocking 

him on the head) when he was on the ground, then he McKay and Douglas ran for their lives. Dickson and 

Wagner were called out of the house by the murderers and killed outside. … Knows the old man Luna. Saw him

of the party on foot with a horse pistol in his hand.” 1007

“(Jose Maria Luna) The cause of the disgust which led to the murder of Brisbane and the others was the paying

them in paper instead of silver as had been agreed upon. 1 Rivero or antook, 2 Luciano 3 Godoy 4 Salazar or 

1003 Aware of the runour of revolt, with Low (ex-Unicorn) went Francisco Machado (ex-Unicorn), José María Prado (ex-
Unicorn), Antonio Manuel (ex-Transport) and a gaucho, Faustino Martínez. There is no indication that Low attempted 
to warn Brisbane, and while 'revolt' does not necessarily mean 'murder', the fact that the revolutionaries had armed 
themselves should have rung alarm bells. Low clearly wished to put some distance between himself and Port Louis. 
Later, Rear-Admiral Hamond dismissed suggestions that the ex-Unicorn sealers had been complicit.

1004 Pascoe 2020 p.163
1005 If Luis Vernet was the first official representative of the province of Buenos Aires, then Juan Simon, appointed by 

Lieut.-Colonel Pinedo in January, 1833, was the last. Dickson had been appointed as the British representative by 
Onslow in January, 1833. Other than raising the Union flag on Sundays, he does not appear to have had any real 
authority. His presence amongst the dead would lead to subsequent myths of a revolt against the British. See Pascoe 
2022 vol.2 pp.315-316  cf. 1823, 1829 and January, 1833

1006 Taken from Thomas Helsby's Account. There is no further mention of the witness Joseph Douglas, who appears to 
have left the islands shortly after. For Helby's account see https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/helsby-
account-1833.pdf 

1007 ADM 1/43. Original emphasis. Statement taken by Rear-Admiral Hamond in January, 1835. cf. March, 1835.
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Felipe 5 Latorre 6 Juan Brasilio or Rubio 7 Gonzales 8 Luna were the eight who determined on a Revolution. 

Simon was the first killed … by Rivero with a musket. The Ball broke his arm and entered his side… Did not see 

this murder but heard Rivero say he had done it and describe the manner. Brisbane was the second killed & in 

his own house did not see this but heard Rivero say he shot him as he was getting his pistols – and Luciano 

said He stuck him in the side with his knife. Saw the gunshot wound and the stab after Brisbane was dead. Saw

them chasing Ventura as he ran at the back of the house. I saw Latorre throw his Balls and catch him by the 

legs so that he fell. Saw Rubio and Luciano strike him with swords. … broken open Simon’s house and taken 

swords guns and pistols from it. … Antonio (Wagner) was first killed here. Rivero/Antook called him out he 

came stooping low Antook put a musket to his side and shot him and he reeled a few paces fell on the ground 

when he was cut over the head by Luciano and the others who surrounded him. Guiliermo (Dickson) was the 

next killed… he ran... Felipe who was on horseback rode after him and cut him down with a Sabre. The rest ran

up and fell upon him. … Two Englishmen ran away from the house… did not kill the Englishmen because they 

intended to make them convey them to Patagonia. Saw Rubio murdered in the Campo. He was coming to give 

himself up and they did not approve of this… Felipe struck him with a sword…” 1008

# Researcher's Comment: If the Lexington Raid of 1831 was the penultimate nail in the coffin of Vernet's 

business aspiration on Soledad Island, then this was the last. The attack was aimed squarely at Vernet's business

managers, in particular Matthew Brisbane and Juan Simon. Those who had made promises regarding payments 

that they simply could not keep. For that they died. Together with those others closely associated with Vernet – 

such as his storekeeper Dickson. 

This was not a revolution against Britain; quite the contrary - this was a workers revolt.

“Don Ventura Pasos was a nephew of the distinguished Argentine Don Juan Jose Pasos who, with Senores 

Chiclana and Saavedra, formed the Triumvirate which governed in the early part of the emancipation from 

Spain. ... Don Ventura and my other agents were murdered in Aug 1833 by some Indians ... and some 

runaway sailors. Don Ventura was one of the principal settlers at Port Louis.” 1009

“The gauchos were hired at high wages, which Vernet agreed to pay in Silver Dollars, and it appears he did 

well, as long as he could pay his men with such coin for catching the cattle; but … then he began to pay his 

gauchos in paper money, instead of silver, as he was bound to do by his contracts. He allowed only one store, 

which was his own, and prohibited others from selling on the Islands, or even on board the Vessels that 

occasionally touched at the Port;- for a quart of treacle he charged about 3/- Sterling, and a bottle of Spirits,  

of the worst description which costs -/6 (sic) at Rio, he sold for a Spanish Dollar, and other articles at the same 

unfair rate: The gauchos were also dissatisfied with his paper money, and had been known to give from six to 

ten of his paper dollars for a silver one, that they may clandestinely purchase a bottle of Spirits from a Vessel 

in the harbour: These proceedings drove the Germans (the most industrious part of the settlers) away, and 

have been the principle cause of the subsequent atrocities.” 1010

“In August of the same year my agents and the principal settlers were massacred.” 1011

“On the verge of trance, Antonio Rivero, in a superb expression of life and spontaneity, without hesitating, 

ordered the uprising… The English flag on the flagpole in front of the Irishman’s store… was visible some five 

1008 Ibid. Original emphasis. Also PRO HO 48/3 cf. March, 1835.
1009 Luis Vernet in AGN Sala VII, Legajo 130, Documento 54 Page 2. See also The Case of Antonio Rivero and 

Sovereignty over the Falkland Islands, Richard Ware, Historical Journal 27. v.4 1984. 
1010 Remarks upon the Present State of the Falkland Islands, by Commander Robertson of His Majesty’s Sloop Snake 

January 1835 ADM 1/43
1011 Vernet to the Earl of Derby, April 26, 1858 in CO 78/43
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hundred meters to the south; towards it, with a sort of gigantic, epic energy, the rebels made their way. 

Dickson… emerged from the store shooting, and received a shot that stopped him. The gauchos, carried almost 

to frenzy, with patriotic fury, pulled down the English flag and, delirious, raised that of Belgrano,..” 1012

“The motive was that Rivero and his men were being paid, not in British money but in paper chits… it should 

be emphasised that at no time did either Rivero or any of his companions declare that the act committed by 

them had the aim of rebelling against British domination.” 1013

“Two gauchos five Charruas Indians led by Antonio Rivero, who worked the cattle in the field, arrived in Port 

Soledad and because Juan Simon, had denied the change of metallic money, rather than vouchers they made a 

killing in cold blood of Vernet's men namely the foreman Juan Simon permanent manager of the Argentine 

government, Brisbane, Vernet's henchman, one German, one Spanish and Scottish Dickson.” 1014

“Guacho Antonio Rivero is identified as a native or born in Entre Ríos. He was a humble country man who 

worked in the cattle area. In Puerto Luis, the capital of the islands, he worked as a sheep shearer for Governor 

Luis Vernet. During the English invasion of the islands, peons like him lost some rights, one of the most 

relevant was to be able to use vouchers with which they were paid for their work carried out with Luis Vernet 

as governor and they were not allowed to feed on the available cattle. This forced them to hunt wild animals 

and to have needs that did not happen before, these issues motivated a reaction from a group of gauchos and 

Indians commanded by Antonio Rivero who provoked an uprising to take control of the islands. It is believed 

that during the taking of the Falkland Islands by the group led by Gaucho Rivero, the Argentine flag was 

raised between August and October 1833,..” 1015

“In those days, "the small colony was the theatre of disorders and murders; the settlers brought by Vernet and 

some Indian prisoners who had been handed over to him by the Argentine government, rose up against the 

representative of Vernet and some other settlers and destroyed what was still left of the small colony."...” 1016

“... Rivero was the only Argentinian in his gang of murderers. The others were a Chilean, a Uruguayan and 

five Charrua Indians from Uruguay.” 1017

“Rivero personally shot dead Juan Simon, Matthew Brisbane, William Dickson and Ventura Pasos; Dickson 

was also struck on the head with a sword by "Felipe Salazar"; Pasos was struck with a sword by "Luciano 

Flores" and "afterwards" shot with a pistol by Juan Brasido; Vaihinger was wounded by several members of 

Rivero’s gang, but the witnesses leave it unclear who actually killed him.” 1018

While Brisbane’s house is being ransacked, eight of the survivors secure themselves in the house used by Capt. 

Low and the ex-Unicorn sealers.

1012 Toponimía Criolla en las Islas Malvinas Martiniano Leguizamon Pondal 1956. A work of fiction, this book lies behind
the myth of Rivero as a revolutionary hero. 

1013 Dictamen (Opinion) of the Academia Nacional de la Historia de Buenos Aires dated April 19, 1966. Signed by 
Argentine historians Ricardo Caillet-Bois and Capitán Humberto Burzio.

1014 Laurio H. Destefani speaking to a meeting of Argentina's National Academy of History, August 8, 1972. The meeting 
had considered a paper by historian Ernesto Fitte entitled 'The National Academy of History and the blood in 1833 
Malvinas' which concluded that the riot of August, 1833 had no political character. cf. March, 1956, November, 1965, 
January, 1966, April, 1966, August, 1972, April 1982, August 2012 and March 2015

1015 Análisis de la toma de decisiones y del proceso de negociación en la cuestión malvinas desde 1983 hasta la 
actualidad. avances del proyecto Susana Pereyra & Leandro Nicolás Argento 2016

1016 El 1 de marzo de 1883: Las Malvinas están pobladas por 846 hombres y 568 mujeres Bernardo Veksler citing Mision 
al Cabo de Hornos Louis Ferdinand Martial 2007 in El Diario del fin del mundo March 1, 2018 

1017 Pascoe & Pepper 2019
1018 Pascoe 2020 pp.163-164
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“At this time however, Captain Low and four of the Boats Crew were absent on an excursion in search 
of Seal Skins, and five of the Settlers who had not been murdered, were unable to reach the House, so 
that the party collected for safety in it consisted only of 8 persons being in number equal to the 
Murderers, but for the most part unarmed. The Murderers took possession of a house which overlooked
the one in which they had taken refuge, and in this state the parties remained for the night...” 1019

August 27th, Rivero offers; “… a parley, but this being refused, they partially withdrew; and some of the party 

from the house then ventured to the settlement to examine the extent of the mischief and to bury the dead. The 

Murderers had taken with them all the arms they could collect, and all the Horses; they had also cut adrift all 

the Boats in order to prevent the escape of the party in the House.” 1020

August 28th, the eight survivors in Low's house, are joined by; “… four of the men who had been missing, and 

also the 3 women and 2 children joined the party in the House, and one of the Boats that had been cut adrift, 

being secured, the whole of them removed for greater security into an island distant at low water about 250 

yards from the shore, called Hog Island: One man was still missing (Black John) but he joined them a few days

afterwards…” 1021

On Hog Island, in Berkeley Sound, the Union Jack is flown by the remaining settlers; “... thirteen men, three 

women and two children..,” 1022

August 29th, in Spain, the

Director of the Hydrography

Department, Don Martin

Fernandez de Navarrete, is

tasked by his government with

answering the question as to the

sovereignty of the Falklands,

raised by the US Minister in

April, 1832. 

Navarrete is specifically requested to provide; “... this ministry with the data it can gather with the other 

indications which he deems appropriate, to place his Majesty in the case of deciding in the matter with the 

proper knowledge of the cause, according to what is more in accordance with the interests of Spain.” 1023

# Researcher's Comment: This little known event is important. Following the Lexington Raid, the US 

Government sought answers as to Buenos Aires's rights to the island of Soledad. Washington needed to know 

what Spain's position was. An instruction was sent in 1832, requiring that the US Minister in Madrid present the

Spanish Government with the question. Spain had been in no hurry to answer. It is probable that they only 

chose to look at the question after Britain's ejection of the Buenos Airean garrison at Puerto Louis. With the very

public fuss going on in South America, it would be surprising if Madrid had remained unaware. 

1019 George Gipps, August 2, 1834 in CO 78/01
1020 Ibid
1021 Ibid. Gipps gives the date as August 29, 1833. The date of the 28th, comes from Lieut. Rea.
1022 Rea RN to Commanding Officer, South America Station Nov. 18th 1833 in The Nautical Magazine 1834. Contrary to 

more recent claims, no other flag was raised over Port Louis.
1023 Quoted in Recuerdos de Mi Vida Diplomatica Vincente G. Quesada 1904. According to Quesada, a note in the margin 

suggested that the Spanish Palace had only made the decision to respond to the request by Van Ness on August 23, 1833.
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September 2nd, the refugees on Hog Island move to the more defend-able Turf (or Peat) Island. 1024

September 4th, referring to the Admiralty orders of August 14th, Palmerston writes to Gore in Buenos Aires.

“You will not fail to notify  to the Buenos Ayrean Govt., the step which you will learn from the enclosed 
letter the Lords of the Admiralty have directed to be taken for the protection of HM's rights in the 
Falkland islands.” 1025

September 7th, in Buenos Aires, Ministers Belcarce and de Maza address a letter to the House of 

Representatives to inform the provincial representatives of the actions taken against the British Government.

“... the conduct observed by the British Cabinet in this affair was most extraordinary, so is the silence 
of the Charge d'Affaires, ad interim, near the Republic, as well as his total ignorance of the act of the 
Clio. Notwithstanding the Government never could persuade itself that the British Cabinet would 
prefer a line of conduct as captious and deceitful as it was unnecessary, because it never entertained 
the least idea that a great and civilised nation would proceed to take the scandalous step of dislodging 
the occupant of a territory without previous notice, without regard to forms, and without respecting the 
ties of friendship that unite the two nations; trampling thus upon the acknowledged rights of 
sovereignty and independence of the Republic,... his inconsiderate conduct is, however, explained in the
note of our Minister Plenipotentiary in London (No. 3), in which he states that the Government of 
H.B.M. recognises the invasion which has been made by surprise and by force of arms, by the dominion
and possession of the Falkland Islands, belonging to the Republic....” 1026

September 8th, with no sign of Rivero's gang, some of the survivors visit Port Louis; “... but finding it entirely 

devastated returned to their island.” 1027

September 13th, Capt. Low returns to Port Louis. On his advice, the remaining settlers divide into two groups 

and occupy both Hog Island and Turf Island. Low takes up a defensive position on Kidney Island; on the south 

side of the entry to Berkeley Sound.

September 14th, Low leads a party back into Port Louis; finding Black John and taking him to the island; “… 

they continued to live without any further attempt to reoccupy the Settlement...” 1028

September 20th, Buenos Airean newspaper, La Gaceta, refers to the limited response from other South 

American nations regarding the action at the Falklands.

“The Falkland Islands invaded by the Corvette S.M.B. Clio […] some governments responded satisfactorily and 
it is hoped that all will reciprocate such patriotic hopes. Meanwhile, the Regency of the Empire of Brazil, despite
the diversity of its form of government, was one of the first that, in the most frank and noble way, gave 
unequivocal proof that it sees the Cause of America as its own and that at any time it is going to put itself at the 
forefront of the American States resistance to European power.” 1029

1024 Thomas Helsby, Charles Kussler, Tanstin Martinez, Santiago Lopez, Pascual Diaz, Manuel Coronel, Antonio Manuel 
and John, plus the 4 members of Low’s crew who had not gone sealing. Gipps gives the date as the 1st.

1025 CO 78/1/257
1026 Quoted in the Morning Post Monday December 9, 1833. Gore still awaited instructions from London. The Buenos 

Airean Government were fully cognizant of the British protests of 1829 and 1832, but, having kept these secret at the 
time, appear to have maintained that approach with the House of Representatives. Quite what recognition by the British 
Government is being referred to is not clear.

1027 FO 78/1/99
1028 George Gipps, August 2, 1834 in CO 78/01
1029 Quoted in Malvinas, soberanía e integración regional Uriel Erlich in Malvinas: Una Cause Regional Justa 2020 

(CLACSO) p.93 citing Invadidas las Islas Malvinas in La Gaceta Sept 20, 1833
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September 28th, Harriet, seized by Vernet in 1831, is put up for auction in Buenos Aires. 1030

September 29th, King Ferdinand VII of Spain dies, leaving his 3 year old daughter, Isabella, as heir. 1031

# Researcher's Comment: Another little known event in the history of the Falkland Islands. Ferdinand was not 

an easy man. Convinced of his divine right to rule, he'd brook no views but his own and was both arrogant and 

stubborn. It seems unlikely that he'd have let Onslow's action at Soledad Island pass without complaint, so his 

unexpected death was probably fortuitous for British sovereignty. Not so for Spain, however, which entered a 

century of civil conflict and was reduced to impotence on the world stage. His premature death would, however, 

allow the Spanish Government to finally accept that its American colonies were lost forever.

October 2nd, from London, Minister Moreno writes to his Foreign Ministry in Buenos Aires.

“The undersigned believes that it is his duty to inform the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the reply to 
his protest against the Malvinas, which lord Palmerston has promised him, has not yet been written. 
This is confirmed by the private communication of an officer of the Department, and the undersigned is 
aware that an attempt will be made to alleviate the usurpation, no doubt with a little more decorum 
than the Times, whose editors agreed with this Ministry for what they talked about in the particular; but
with equal futility and pregnancy to challenge the evident justice and facts with which the complaint of 
the Republic has been sustained. 

However; it is quite possible that in the end no answer will be given, because it can only be very bad, 
the silence seems more natural and comfortable, which will compromise this government less than a 
frivolous defense, which is the only one left to present. In the meantime, the undersigned is ready for the
first case with arguments and evidence in continuation of his claim, even if we lack the necessary 
element of any negotiation that is force, to impose respect; but he believes that it is proper to the dignity
of his government not to demand an answer, but to leave it to the choice of the British Ministry to give 
it, or not, as he sees fit.”1032

October 15th, in Madrid, de Navarrete, sends his findings to the Spanish Government. 1033

“Excellent Sir ... Subsequently all the discoverers in that century passed through the Strait of Magellan,
and navigation by Cape Horn did not begin until well into the seventeenth century. It was already in the
eighteenth century that the usefulness of the Malvinas Islands became known, for the scale of the 
voyages from Europe to the Pacific, for which reason the French settled in them in 1763, and the 
English were suspicious of their rivals forming there a colony, took possession of those islands in 1765 
and formed another establishment the following year, intending to drive the French out of there. In this 
state Spain manifested its primitive right of possession, as belonging to the immediate continent: and, 
recognized by France and admitted by England, both establishments were withdrawn.

1030 Groussac 1910 p,33 fn.1 citing British Packet & Argentine News. Vernet would later complain that the Government 
had retained the monies from this sale without even reimbursing his costs in taking the vessel's owners to court.

1031 The child's mother, Maria Cristina, became Regent. 
1032 AGN X-24
1033 Letter quoted in Quesada 1904 p.200 citing Archive of Simancas. Leg. 6915. Part quoted in Kohen & Rodriguez (2016 

p.111). The fact that Quesada cites a Spanish source, and not an American one, suggests that he acquired the information
from Spain. It is certain that on November 5, 1833, the US Minister Plenipotentiary to Madrid, Cornelius P. Van Ness 
received documents from the Spanish Government covering a series of inquiries with regard to titles and rights made by 
the US Ministry after 1830. I am unable to ascertain whether this was among them. 
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The French then made formal delivery to Spain of the Malvinas, the expenses were satisfied, and all the
stores, arms, provisions, smaller vessels, etc., were left to the Spaniards. As governor, the ship's captain
Don Felipe Ruiz Puente proceeded to take possession of these islands, on behalf of His Catholic 
Majesty, and on April 1, 1767, the Spanish flag was raised in the bay of La Soledad. Since then the 
peaceful possession of the Malvinas, as belonging to the Crown of Spain and its Viceroyalty of Buenos 
Aires, has not been altered; and so the expedition of Don Alejandro Malaspina for the return to the 
globe in 1789, and that of Don Ignacio Maria de Álava for the South Seas in 1796, and several others, 
have made a stop in these islands to refresh food, repair breakdowns and give rest to the crews.

If in 1770 there was a secret agreement between our government and the English (according to the note
passed by the Minister of the United States) the same quality of secrecy will have caused that it has 
been hidden to the public and that, consequently, has not come to my notice; but if it really exists, it 
cannot but be found among the papers of the archives of the secretariat of state, if they were not 
transferred to the one of those Simancas of that time. It follows from all (this) that the Falkland Islands,
as corresponding to the Viceroyalty of Buenos Aires prior to the insurrection, belong in law to Spain 
like all other countries of that part of America, until His Majesty determine their fate for succession, 
with respect to the interests of our nation. 

This is all that I can manifest in the fulfilment of the aforementioned royal order of August 29 last. 

May God keep you for many years. Madrid October 15, 1833. 

His Excellency. Martin Fernandez de Navarrete.”

“They keep the declaration here as secret as possible. I do not find any to whom they have shown it, except 

those to whom they are obliged to communicate it.” 1034

# Researcher's Comment: That a notable Spanish historian was unable to find anything concerning the 

Convention of 1771 confirms the information that came out of Madrid that year from Secretary Harris. That the 

Spanish Government had kept the accord entirely secret from its own people. Spain's 1771 diplomatic defeat had 

not been for public consumption.

October 17th, at the Spanish palace, Don Francisco de Zea Bermudez notes the arrival of the information 

collected by Navarrete. A note in the margin refers to “Extract with antecedents.” 1035

“This official document shows that the Government of the United States, through the inquiries of its diplomatic 

Minister in Madrid, knew that Spain had been in peaceful possession of the Island of Soledad of Malvinas so 

that Great Britain, by conquering it in 1833, openly and consciously violated the Monroe Doctrine...” 1036

“By not protesting the 1833 incident, the United States implied that it considered the Falklands an established, 

not a new, British colony.” 1037

1034 Harris to Rotchford February 14, 1771 in Diaries and Correspondence of James Harris, First Earl of Malmesbury J. 
Harris 1845 vol.1 p.66. Secretary Harris was Britain's envoy in Madrid during the 1770/71 negotiations. cf. 1771

1035 Quesada 1904. It is a pity that the original document has not, as yet, come to light.
1036 Ibid p.203. The Monroe Doctrine (see December, 1823) was not considered applicable to the Falkland Islands as 

explained to Quesada by the US Government in 1886.
1037 Gustafson 1988 p.26
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October 23rd, the settlers hiding on the islands in Berkeley Sound are visited by the British sealer Hopeful, 

which has a Royal Navy Lieutenant on board, Henry Rea. Hopeful is accompanied by the tender, Rose. 1038

“… As I did not like the appearance of many I found on Hog Island, I sent down for Capt. Low 

and the next morning went with two armed boats to the town where I found all the trunks and 

boxes broken open & the beds & every article in the houses ransacked and cut to pieces. – The 

body of Mr. Brisbane was a quarter of a mile from the houses where I was told it was dragged 

to by some of the Indians on horseback after the murder;.. the dogs had fed on it… the rest of the

bodies were buried at the town near where they were killed. I then hoisted an English Jack at 

the flagstaff which I have left flying.” 1039

Lieut. Rea RN writes an urgent letter to Rio de Janeiro giving details of events, and adding; “... I feel confident 

that if an English ship of war does not arrive here soon, more murders will take place.” 1040

October 30th, in London, Advocate-General Sir Herbert Jenner is provided with a copy of Manuel Moreno's 

protest by Sir George Shee, together with Lord Palmerston's proposed response. Jenner is asked to provide a 

legal opinion. 1041

November 15th, from Buenos Aires, Minister Tomas Guido informs Washington that the proposed delegation to

the USA, to discuss the outstanding controversy, has been delayed. 1042

November 17th, Hopeful continues its journey while the massacre's survivors choose to remain on their islets. 

November 18th, Luis Vernet, unaware of events at Port Louis, writes an optimistic letter to Jean Simon.

“... after the governments arrive at some adjustment there will be better days,.. there will be many 
people, and houses in many parts, there will be an abundance of everything and plenty of money...” 1043

Vernet also writes to Matthew Brisbane.

“Mrs Vernet and family return their affectionate remembrance to you – we often speak of you, and are 
anxiously waiting for some sort of settlement between the Governts, to think seriously of returning to the 
Establishment, and take new measures that may give it a great impulse and make it flourish.” 1044

November 19th, Vernet writes a second letter to Matthew Brisbane concerning his debt to Juan Simon.

“Simon has written me a very satisfactory letter and he seems willing to serve me faithfully. … As Simon never 

required his wages fr(om) me while I was at the Settlement a great deal has came due to him, and although he 

has not said a word about it in his letter yet I wish to make him easy on this score. I have therefore written to 

him to choose one of three proposals: 1st  proposal to wait till I get out of my present embarrassing situation, 

and the to receive from me at the Island all his dues with 6% interest, in gold ounces.- 2d proposal- To receive 

from you a gradual payment on acct of his dues, in hides at five Dollars each- or in Bills that the masters of 

Vessels give in payment for beef, or in money when you have it and can spare it. … 3d proposal To receive 

1038 Lieut. Henry Rea had been attached to the whaler Hopeful by the Admiralty in order to continue Antarctic research. cf.
The Antarctic Problem E. W. Hunter Christie 1951

1039 Report of Lieut. Rea, Hopeful, Johnsons Harbour, East Falkland November 16, 1833 in ADM 1/42. 
1040 Addressed to “Rear-Admiral Sir M. Seymour, Bart., K.C.B.; any British Consul, or the Commanding officer of any 

British ship of war.” 
1041 FO 83/2227 at 157. According to the archive, the Lord Advocate was provided with all the despatches and 

communications that followed Parish’s 1829 protest.
1042 Manning 1932 p.184
1043 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.380. Nearly 3 months after the murders, news had still not reached Buenos Aires. 
1044 AGN VII 130, doc.70. Letter in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.331-332.
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payment for his dues in Cattle on my return to the Island, in which case he shall then have half of the Stock that

exists on my arrival, in payment for his dues ... ” 1045

In Buenos Aires, Philip Gore sends a note to Minister Guido.

“In compliance with the orders of his court, the undersigned, his Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affairs, 
has the honour to notify to the government of Buenos Ayres, that the Rear-Admiral Commander-in-
Chief of his naval forces in South America has been directed to appoint a Lieutenant from under his 
command, with a certain number of men, to reside at the Falkland Islands, for the protection of his 
Majesty's rights on those Islands.” 1046

Near the Falklands archipelago, Hopeful encounters Susannah Anne (Ferguson). News of events is passed on. 1047

Susannah Anne enters Berkeley Sound and visits the refugee's islands. Capt. Low and some of the refugees opt to

go with Susannah Anne to Port Egmont – Manuel Coronel, Antonina Roxa, Carmalita and her two children.. 

“Capt. F. took from Berkeley Sound two women and three children, and landed them on Saunders Island, …”1048

“During the four months that they were living in these three small islands, three English vessels visited them, 

but afforded them little or no assistance. Captain Low however, and some of his men took their departure in 

one of them. The vessels were the Hopeful Schooner, the Rose /cutter/ and the Susannah Anne all engaged in 

the seal fishery …” 1049

“Reports of the revolt and murders were carried from the Falkland Islands on the Enderby Bros. sealers 

Hopeful and Rose, which had arrived in October 1833. ... On the way north, Hopeful passed the same 

information to Capt. Ferguson of the British sealer Susannah Ann, who then gave it to Capt. Nielson of 

Swallow on 11 December 1833 to take to London.” 1050

November 21st, in Buenos Aires, Tomas Guido replies to charge d'affaires Gore.

“The undersigned Minister of Foreign Affairs, has received and laid before his Government the Note of 
the Charge d'Affaires ad interim of his Britannic Majesty in this city... The undersigned acquaints the 
Charge d'Affaires whom he addresses, that his Government, adhering to the protest which it has made 
to the Government of his Britannic Majesty, through the agency of its Minister at the Court of London 
in reclamation of the positive rights of the Republic in the above-mentioned Malvina Islands, confines 
itself for the present to stating that it has informed itself of the contents of the note which the 
undersigned has now the honour to answer. ...” 1051

November 22nd, the refugees on Hog Island contact those on Kidney Island. 1052

November 29th, Rose (Mallors) arrives in Berkeley Sound to check on the refugees.

November 30th, Rose takes Henry Channen and Thomas Helsby into Port Louis. Channen notes that two 

barrels of fur seal skins have gone, together with a dozen dry hides. They immediately suspect Capt Low. 

1045 Letter in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.332-333. Some of the debt was paid to his sons from monies retained by the 
British Government from compensation offered to Louis Vernet for use of his horses after 1834.. See 1858

1046 FO 6/500/387. Gore subsequently observed that the note sent to the Foreign Ministry was promptly published in the 
Argentine press. Copied in the English journals on March 26, 1834

1047 Exact date unrecorded. See February 1834
1048 London Courier and Evening Gazette Friday February 28, 1834
1049 FO 78/1/100-101
1050 Dickinson 2007
1051 The Morning Chronicle March 27, 1834
1052 Helsby's journal in Pascoe 2022 vol2. pp.333-334
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“In the name and on behalf of Mr. Vernet, I protest against you removing from Port Louis the two casks,
or any other hides or skins, his property. I believe that you are entitled to a third of Two hundred and 
twenty-eight pup skins, but not one more… out of duty to Mr. Vernet I cannot possibly do less than 
protest…” 1053

“A charge is made against Capt Low, that he carried off a quantity of seal skins that did not belong to him.”1054

After returning the two men to Hog Island, Rose sails for Port William.

“Captain Mallors had the goodness to leave with me, a Musket, a bottle of powder, six flints, about 
twenty pounds of biscuit, two bottles of molasses, and a small quantity of Tobacco.” 1055

In London, Sir Herbert Jenner provides a legal opinion; as requested by the Foreign Office on October 30th.

“... that the extracts from the correspondence which passed in the years 1771 and 1774, as stated in 
your Lordship's letter, are so far from warranting the suggestion of M. Moreno that there was any 
secret understanding that the British Govt. would evacuate the Falkland Islands after the restitution of 
Port Egmont, that they demonstrate that no such expectation could have been entertained by the Govt. 
of Spain, for the Spanish Minister, having asked the Earl of Rochford to give him some hopes of the 
British Govt. agreeing to the mutual abandonment of those islands, he was answered "that it was 
impossible to enter into that subject with him as the restitution must precede every discourse relative to 
them". 

And the instructions given to the officer who was sent to receive the repossession of Port Egmont from 
the Spanish authorities, not to salute Fort Soledad, as a Spanish Garrison, if the restitution was not 
made by a certain period, but to protest against that settlement of His Catholic Majesty's subjects, in an
Island belonging to His Majesty, are strongly confirmatory of the absence of all idea of compromise, in 
the assertion and maintenance of HM right to the Sovereignty over those Islands. 

Under these circumstances, I am very humbly of opinion that a wise direction has been exercised in 
declining to enter into any discussion as to the title to be derived from the first occupation or 
possession of these islands, as it is impossible not to foresee, that a discussion of that nature must 
necessarily lead to a protracted correspondence, which would probably not end in any satisfactory 
result.” 1056

“Herbert Jenner (responded) stating that extracts from the correspondence between 1771 and 1774 – as 

Palmerston specified – were far from corroborating the Argentine diplomat's thesis regarding the "secret 

promise". But without adding anything, absolutely nothing, to (what was) known, the King's lawyer resorted 

to the tired arguments that the Spanish Ambassador had failed to gain from Count Rochford "hopes that the 

British government would consent to the mutual abandonment of these islands..."…” 1057

“... there is abundant evidence including letters by Lord Rochford to the secretary of the British legation in 

Paris, Colonel John Blaquiere, and his successor, Colonel Horace St. Paul, that no such promise was 

made,...”1058

1053 Helsby to Low November, 1833 in ADM 1/42
1054 FO 78/1/100-101. Low was questioned about this in 1834, but no charges appear to have been brought.
1055 Helsby's journal in Pascoe 2022 vol2. p.334
1056 FO 83/2227 at 159
1057 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) p.354
1058 Pascoe 2022 vol2. p.335
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December 3rd, in Washington, during his Annual Message to Congress, US President Andrew Jackson refers to 

Buenos Aires.

“The negotiations commenced with the Argentine Republic relative to the outrages committed on our 
vessels engaged in the fisheries at the Falkland Islands by persons acting under the color of its 
authority, as well as the other matters in controversy between the two Governments, have been 
suspended by the departure of the chargé d'affaires of the United States from Buenos Ayres. It is 
understood, however, that a minister was subsequently appointed by that Government to renew the 
negotiation in the United States, but though daily expected he has not yet arrived in this country.”

December 4th, from England, William Langdon writes to Luis Vernet seeking consent to assign the plot of land, 

granted him in 1831, to George Whitington, described as a ‘merchant of London’. 1059

December 6th, George Whitington also writes to Vernet; to assure him of his commitment to settling the land, 

assuming that Vernet can “legally establish” his rights and privileges. 1060

December 11th, Ferguson of Susannah Anne passes news of the revolt on to the brig Swallow (Nielson).1061

“On Dec., the 11th, in latitude 52 30 north and longitude 63 30 west, spoke to the cutter Susan Ann, 
Captain Ferguson, on a sealing voyage, and received the following information:- On the 26th of August 
a party of people were murdered at the Falkland Islands, left there a short time before by his Majesty's 
ship Clio. A few of the names I have got, viz. – Captain Brisbane, Mr Dickson, Mr Seeman, Mr Ventine,
and many others.” 1062

December 12th, in Paris, Captain Le Marche re-submits a proposal to the French Ministry for the establishment

of a colony on East Falkland Island. 1063

“Reading an article published in de Deux Mondes, which recounted the occupation of the islands by the crew of 

the corvette Clio, prompted him to appear ... In the note of December 12, 1833, (Le Marche) declares ..., "So 

here is the South Sea closed to our vessels ..., if we tolerate this act of invasion on their part. Because, make no 

mistake, the Falklands are the real key to the Great Ocean… That under the Restoration (1771), France did not 

dare to occupy the Malouinas Islands again, which can be explained by the fear that the Government of the 

time had of arousing the ... Cabinet of London; but that the present Government had been arrested by similar 

fears, that it did not even dare at the moment to claim one of these islands, that of the East, being a French 

property, … " … The Count of Rigny, Minister of the Navy, transmitted the note to his colleague at the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs,..” 1064

1059 Whitington had been a passenger on Langdon’s ship in 1831 when it had stopped off at Port Louis. Vernet had dined 
with both men, so Whitington was known to him. cf. 1831 & 1834. See also Tatham (ed) 2008 p.558. Letter in full in 
Pascoe 2022 vol.2 p336.

1060 G. T. Whitington a L. Vernet deciembre 6 1833 in Caillet-Bois (6th ed.) 1982 p.390. Letter in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 
p336. Vernet signalled his agreement in a letter dated May 31, 1834.

1061 Evening Mail Wednesday February 12, 1834. The news had reached England on February 9, 1834. 
1062 London Courier & Evening Gazette Wednesday February 12, 1834
1063 A suggestion that he had first put to the Minister of the Navy and the Colonies in 1821.
1064 Caillet-Bois 1982 (6th ed.) pp.346-347 fn.7 citing Archives des Affaires Etrangères, Paris, Fonds Argentine, 

Correspondence politique, vol. 6, fs. 442 to 445 & 446 to 448

175



December 17th, from Rio de Janeiro, Rear Admiral Seymour informs the Admiralty that he has found five 

volunteers to go to Port Louis in compliance with the orders of August 14th. Seymour instructs Lieut. Henry 

Smith and a four-man boat crew to embark on HMS Challenger (Seymour) for the Falklands. 1065

“You are hereby required and directed to repair on Board the Challenger which ship is appointed to 
convey you to Berkeley Sound East Falkland where you are to reside, and act as in a Possession 
belonging to the Crown of Great Britain paying attention to the accompanying Instructions, and such 
further orders as you may from time to time receive from me,...” 1066

“The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having been pleased to select you to reside at the Falkland
Islands, for the due protection of British Interests there, you will in the first instance proceed to Port 
Louis, Berkeley Sound, East Falkland, where you will find the British flag hoisted and in charge of Mr. 
Wm. Dickson; and you are on all occasions, particularly when any Ships or Vessels are at the Islands, to
keep the Flag flying.…” 1067

Smith is required to repair any fortifications that he finds; treat the inhabitants with “kindness” and deal firmly 

with any disturbances. He is told that his purpose is; “… the due protection of British interests there,..” 1068

“Our Government having judged these Islands to be a station of some importance and convenience to our ships

proceeding to the Pacific, Captain Fitzroy, in the Beagle, has been directed to survey them. Lieutenant H. 

Smith, late First Lieutenant of the Tyne, is appointed Governor of these Islands, and four seamen, volunteers, 

as a boat's crew for his use and protection. They were to proceed by the first ship from Rio. It was expected 

that this little nucleus party of a new colony, would be reinforced by a party of Royal Marines, from 

England.”1069

December 20th, Lieut. Smith and his boat crew sail from Rio de Janeiro on Challenger.

In London, Minister Moreno has an edited version of his official protest published, entitled – Observations on 

the Forcible Occupation of the Malvinas, or Falkland Islands, by the British Government in 1833.

“The international question respecting the sovereignty of these islands, between Great Britain and the 
provinces of Rio de la Plata, being again brought under discussion, it is of paramount importance that 
the public should have a clear, and as it were tangible account of them, as well as of the claims of the 
respective competitors to their permanent and unmolested possession.” 1070

“... intended for the public and not the foreign ministries, as no evidence or document was included. Moreno, 

meanwhile, watched the last months of the year go by without the impulsive Viscount Palmerston having 

refuted or acknowledged receipt of the Protest.” 1071

1065 Smith had been First-Lieutenant on HMS Tyne when it arrived at the Falklands in January, 1833. The boat crew were 
John Dowdle, John Thomas, Charles Melville and Jack (Joshua) Lee – also all ex-Tyne.

1066 ADM 1/42
1067 Ibid. The reference to Dickson confirms that the British at Rio de Janeiro were still unaware of the massacre.
1068 Ibid. Instructions in full in Pascoe 2022 vol.2 pp.339-340
1069 Hampshire Telegraph & Sussex Chronicle Monday January 13, 1834. The time lag between the decision and the 

information reaching England is intriguingly short.
1070 Observations on the Forcible Occupation of the Malvinas, or Falkland Islands, by the British Government in 1833 

Manuel Moreno 1834. See https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/ambassador-morenos-published-
protest-1833.pdf 

1071 Caillet-Bois 1982 p.354
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At the end of the period considered in this paper the foundation of Argentina's long-standing dispute with the 

United Kingdom had been laid. The Argentine Confederation considered itself the inheritor of Spanish territory 

and rights to the south of the Rio de la Plata and would brook no argument against that position. 

Spain did not see it that way. Nor did Britain. 

Spain would eventually acknowledge the Union flag at Port Stanley in 1863 – coincidently (?) 30 years after the 

events outlined here. Argentina has never accepted it, despite long periods of silence over the question. 

Paper 7 will consider the return of order to Port Louis, and Britain's reluctant colonization of the Falklands 

archipelago.

◈◈◈

Bibliography https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/bibliography-1.pdf 

177

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/bibliography-1.pdf

