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Reconstruction

“Their right to self-determination will now be reflected in their constitution, and we

shall uphold it” 3

◈

The job of picking up the pieces began although, with Argentina refusing to acknowledge an end to hostilities, 

the future looked very uncertain. Repatriation of the large number of POWs was the first problem. Then 

reconstruction, both long-term and short-term, needed addressing. Whatever was going to happen, Island life 

could never be quite the same again. The world now knew where they were, and were watching.

1982 – June 15th, the Falkland Islanders wake up to freedom.

“At 9.30 this morning we were allowed to come home…
through the streets filled with abandoned vehicles, the gutters
choked with ammunition – it’s everywhere, millions of round
which we crunch underfoot… British helicopters started
arriving this morning early. We went down to the football field
to watch them. … Fires are being left alone as dozens of booby
traps are being discovered in sheds, houses, gardens…. filthy
and ravaged, the town seems quite beautiful … The British
Army is in Stanley. It’s so difficult to grasp the fact that they
are really here and that it is all over at last.” 4

“Valerie came home for a meal, quite worn out from the day's
activities of clearing up the mess in the hospital and other such
duties, The Argies had left the Old end fairly tidy. They had
stacked the mattresses very kindly out of the way, and then put
hand grenades between each layer (What kind of person sets
booby traps in a hospital?).” 5

1 Falklands Wars – the History of the Falkland Islands: with particular regard to Spanish and Argentine pretensions and 
taking some account of South Georgia, the South Sandwich Islands and Britain's Antarctic Territories Roger Lorton 
LL.B(Hon), M.Phil. 2011 – 2019. Roger Lorton has asserted his rights under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 
1988 to be identified as the author of this work. NB. These papers are about the disputes surrounding the Falklands. The 
full research can be found here – https://falklandstimeline.wordpress.com/

2 Citation = Lorton, Roger. Falklands Wars: Timeline History of the Falkland Islands. Wordpress 2011 Paper 13
3 HC Deb 14 March 1985 vol.75 cc492-530
4 Diary entry in An Islander’s Diary of the Falklands Occupation J. Smith 1984 pp.245-246 & p.248
5 Neville's Diary in A Falklands Family at War: Diaries of the 1982 Conflict V & N Bennett 2021. A great many booby 

traps had been placed around Stanley, many in houses and domestic situations; e.g. unpinned hand grenades under 
upturned tea cups.
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“It quickly became clear that the Argentinian Marines and army engineers had both been laying mines and 

some areas had overlapped. On 15 June 59 Commando Squadron's Recce Troop, … teamed up with fourteen 

selected key Argentinian engineer prisoners-of-war. Splitting up into small groups they went out to see what 

they could actually find 'on the ground'. … By the end of the day a gruesome picture emerged. The 

Argentinians did not know how many mines they had really laid, or where, and could not even vouch for those 

for which records did exist.” 6

“The vast majority  of the British nation applauded the victory. Heroes had been made, the aggressor put back 

in his box, and the name of the Falklands branded into the memories of all that were born before 1975. A 

significance far outweighing reality was born Two thousand people suddenly had the rights and effective 

political power that had been denied their predecessors for one hundred and fifty years.” 7

A press statement is released from the Falklands.

“Hundreds of Argentine prisoners on the
Falkland islands could die from
malnutrition, hypothermia and disease
unless Argentina declares an immediate
end to all hostilities. Fifteen thousand
Argentine troops who surrendered to
British forces yesterday pose a problem of
disaster relief proportions … This is a
problem of the Argentines own making. It
was foolish to put 15,000 troops out on a
line where they could not be resupplied.
They are already suffering from
malnutrition, exposure (in some cases hypothermia), trench foot, scabies and diarrhoea, brought on by 
lack of food and pure water, proper clothing, shelter and sanitation...”

Communicating via the Swiss Embassy, 

Britain seeks confirmation from Argentina

that hostilities are at an end.

“Following the ceasefire in the 
Falkland Islands, there are a 
large number of Argentine 
personnel who will wish to 
return as soon as possible to 
their homes and families in 
Argentina. The British 
Government is prepared to start 
the process of repatriation as 
soon as possible, provided that 
they receive confirmation from 
the Argentine Government that 

6 Falklands Aftermath: Picking up the Pieces E. Fursdon 1988. Within a few days, two British members of the team had 
been injured. So a decision was taken to identify and fence off problem areas. De-mining would have to wait. 

7 A Little Piece of England – My Adventures as Chief Executive of the Falkland Islands Andrew Gurr 2011
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there is now a total cessation of hostilities between the two countries and that Argentina is ready to 
accept the return of Argentine prisoners of war and others from the Falkland islands and dependencies 
direct to Argentine ports on British or other ships or aircraft. ...” 8

“Our children were sent into a fight they did not choose, decided by a government they did not elect, for which 

they were not prepared. There were 40,000 professionals in Argentina trained by vocation and study for a 

war. It is not easy to understand why 10,000 boys between the ages of 18 and 20 who lacked the necessary 

training were sent [...] but they went there and behaved with great courage and dignity.” 9

Argentina's Ministry of Education issues advice to teachers on how to handle questions from students. Possible 

answers include; “Heroism is superior to victory; The occupation of April 2 was an act of recovery and not a 

provocation or aggression; We did not seek war but an affirmation of law and justice; Strength is harder in 

the face of adversity; Sacrifice and pain are never sterile; … the emancipation of the United Provinces of the 

Rio de la Plata was a reality made of heroism and courage; … heroes are not the only victors of battles.” 10

In Washington, the White House issues its own press statement.

“The United States welcomes the ceasefire which is now in place in the Falkland Islands. We hope the 
tragic loss of life which has thus far occurred in this crisis can now be brought to an end. For its part, 
the United States continues to stand ready to assist in any way it can to help resolve this conflict.”

Margaret Thatcher speaks to the House of Commons. 11

"… in Port Stanley, 74 days after the Falkland Islands were invaded, General Moore accepted from 
General Menéndez the surrender of all the Argentine forces … General Menéndez has surrendered 
some 11,000 men in Port Stanley and some 2,000 in West Falkland. In addition, we had already 
captured and were holding elsewhere on the islands 1,800 prisoners, making in all some 15,000 
prisoners of war now in our hands.…We have today sent to the Argentine Government, through the 
Swiss Government, a message seeking confirmation that Argentina, like Britain, considers all hostilities
between us in the South Atlantic – and not only on the Islands themselves – to be at an end. It is 
important that this should be established with clarity and without delay.”

Thatcher also confirms that Governor Rex Hunt will return to the Falklands as soon as is practicable.

“In the South Atlantic it was Argentina that was beaten. But back in Whitehall the Foreign Office lost the 

Falklands War.” 12

In the Falklands, Islanders start to return to their homes and farms.

“Claude and Judy Molkenbnhr remained in their house on the north side of the Murrel River during the war, 

but decided when the fighting came close to Stanley, and stray bombs were sometimes falling not far from 

their farm, that they should leave. Johnsons Harbour was their refuge from the 21st May until the fall of 

Stanley. In this twenty-four day period the Argentines came, and they left their customary calling card.. 

Claude and Gavin Short returned by helicopter to the Murrel they found destruction and filth that almost 

defies description. In one room there were up to forty bullet holes, and if the furniture had not been taken, it 

8 PREM19/635 Telegram 119 of 15 June 1982.
9 El otro frente de la guerra. Los padres de las Malvinas Dalmiro Bustos 1982
10 Lobos con piel de ovejas malvineras Frederico Lorenz 2012 citing Ministerio de Educación, Pensar Malvinas. Una 

selección de fuentes documentales, testimoniales, ficcionales y fotográficas para trabajar en el aula, Buenos Aires 2009 
p. 127

11 See https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1982/jun/15/falkland-islands
12 The Spanish Ambassador's Suitcas Parris & Bryson 2012
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was so badly damaged that it could not be used. Rooms were smeared in excrement, and any items of value 

were either stolen or pointlessly destroyed. A Hoover worth £94 "had a hole just punched in it” and the Land-

Rover in the shed also suffered. … Claude's wife Judy, and daughter Lisa, lost most of their clothes, and he was 

left with the few clothes that he had managed to take to Johnsons Harbour. The livestock had been almost 

wiped out. 9 pigs were lost and one old sow was discovered in the pantry. She was let out, but starvation had 

weakened her and she died the following day. 104 chickens disappeared and it was later discovered that over 

15 cows had been blown up by land mines. … Large areas of his farm land are out of bounds due to the 

indiscriminate planting of mines.” 13

Governments world-wide are requested to bring pressure to bear on Argentina.

“The US Ambassador has been instructed to speak immediately to the Argentinians; the US 
Ambassador in Brasilia has been instructed to encourage the Brazilians also to advise the Argentinians 
to agree to an immediate cessation of hostilities. It is not clear, however, whether the Junta is in any 
state to take decisions.”

In New York, faced with a similar instruction, Parsons raises doubts.

“I do not wish to seem inhumane, but I am reluctant to involve the Secretary-General in this exercise. 
We would in effect be asking him to persuade the Argentines to accept a cessation of hostilities 
including the lifting of economic measures/exclusion zones so that their prisoners could be returned 
immediately. I believe that the Secretary-General and his staff would see this as a golden opportunity to
get the UN into the act again... If we ourselves invoke the Secretary-General's help and, having 
consulted the Argentines, he comes back with proposals for UN involvement ostensibly on humanitarian
grounds, we could find ourselves in a difficult position. ... We should stick to the ICRC as the correct 
agency for dealing with such situations.” 14

In Buenos Aires, Galtieri announces that the fighting at Port Stanley has ended.

“Our soldiers made supreme efforts in fighting for the dignity of the Nation. Those who fell will always 
be alive in the hearts and great history of the Argentinians. … They fought against incomprehension, 
contempt and arrogance with more courage than arms. They faced up to the overwhelming superiority 
of a power supported by the military technology of the United States of America, which was 
surprisingly the enemy of Argentina and its people. They fought to remove from our soil the last vestige 
of colonialism. They fought for the very essence of our national and American identity, they fought for 
the same causes which prevailed over the glorious birth of our Fatherland. Our Nation has fought for 
its spiritual and material integrity, convinced that ever tolerated insults break the spirit of peoples and 
of men.... Puerto Argentino will not be the last step in the National endeavour which we began in 1833 
and which we continued on 2nd April. … What we are claiming belongs to us, will always be within our 
reach and sooner or later we will obtain it…”

Plaza de Mayo is filled with crowds shouting; “Cowards!”. A small bomb goes off near the US Embassy. 

In Mexico, Ambassador Tickell, is asked by the Deputy Foreign Minister about future talks over the Falklands.

“I said that it was too early to think about negotiations with the Argentines. They had caused the loss of
many lives, wasted vast resources and done enormous damage. We were more inclined to send them a 
bill than to join them in a cosy chat about the future.”

13 Penguin News August 23, 1982 pp.3&4
14 PREM19/635 Telegram 1001 of 15 June 1982
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Argentina's official news agency Telam asserts that there is an agreement for the withdrawal of its troops, 

requiring that - (1) the courage of Argentine troops to be recognised, (2) a joint Argentine-British Commission  

be set up for a transfer of the Island's Administration, (3) Argentine troops remain under the command of their 

officers, (4) British and Argentine troops jointly clearing minefields, (5) Argentine troops retain their flag, (6)  

the surrender ceremony be held in private, and (7) Argentine troops to withdraw in Argentine ships/aircraft. 15

“Argentine Foreign Office official Bunge called Ambassador Kirkpatrick this afternoon to detail the 
terms Britain has proposed to Argentina. According to Bunge, they include: No formal ceremony (in the 
mind of the Argentines, this means no actual surrender); "withdrawal of the flag;"Argentine units to 
withdraw with their weapons, except for those made prisoner; Definitive end to hostilities, including a 
specific commitment against overflight by Argentine Air Force units. Bunge says these terms are "totally
acceptable" to Argentina. Junta is now discussing how they could be made public at Argentine 
initiative. Idea in Buenos Aires would be to  present these terms as implementation of Resolution 502. 
Argentines continue to hope that British can be persuaded to engage in “negotiations.” Comment: If 
this report is accurate, the British have been very sensitive. Bunge attributed this to US influence.” 16

At the UN, Jeanne Kirkpatrick tells Pérez de Cuéllar that the two sides have reached agreement that Argentine 

withdrawal will take place in implementation of SCR 502; all Argentine troops will withdraw with their weapons 

and equipment except POW's taken before the final assault and, on this basis, Argentine aircraft will not carry 

out further attacks on the British Task Force. Summoned by the Secretary-General who asks for clarification, 

Parsons denies the existence of such an agreement before informing London. 17

“It is characteristic of Mrs Kirkpatrick that she should choose to act as a relay between Argentina and 
the Secretary-General. … I have no doubt that she is in touch with the Argentines, probably General 
Miret – it may represent the conditions that Argentina will try to put forward ...” 

In the South Atlantic, Endurance establishes contact with the Argentine station on Southern Thule to tell the 

personnel there that they will be taken off. The response is defiant.

“You are navigating in Argentine waters. The base is carrying out scientific work.” 18

June 16th, America's Vice-President Bush, and US Senator Percy, telephone Margaret Thatcher to offer their 

congratulations. The US Ambassador in London expresses his; “profound admiration.” Congratulatory messages

continue to arrive from around the world. 19 Secretary Haig notes; “It appears that fighting on the Falklands has 

ended. However, Argentina will not renounce its claim to the Islands. Unless Argentina and the United 

Kingdom agree on a permanent solution, a future resumption of fighting cannot be ruled out. Prime Minister 

15 Some of these issues had arisen during the surrender negotiations. Argentine troops did remain under the control of their 
own officers – who retained their (empty) pistols due to a fear that they were in danger of being lynched. The surrender 
ceremony was held in camera. But British negotiators had rejected a demand that Argentine troops should be repatriated 
in their own ships, and there was no discussion with regard to a 'Commission.' Menéndez retained his flag, although the 
gift presented to him by Galtieri to celebrate April's occupation, an equestrian statue of José de San Martín, now resides 
in an SAS mess-room.

16 Department of State, Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, Miscellaneous Files, March 1981–February 1983, 
Lot 83D210, Falklands [Folder 1]. Confidential. Drafted by Enders on June 15. 

17 PREM19/635 Telegram 1004 of 15 June 1982.
18 Barker 1997. Endurance was still at South Georgia. There is some evidence that a message had been sent earlier in the 

day from Buenos Aires to Lt. Enrique Martinez with an instruction that the base continue to operate and that he should 
exercise sovereignty.

19 Many, apparently, whispered or muttered quietly on the understanding that they should not be made public.
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Thatcher seems set on self-determination for the Falklands which would preclude serious negotiations with 

Argentina over sovereignty, at least in the short term. She is prepared to maintain sufficient forces in the area 

to thwart another invasion.” 20

Britain, via the Red Cross, proposes that one of its commandeered cruise liners be used to repatriate POW's. 

Argentina replies that it has no objections to the Canberra or the Norland repatriating its troops, but only 

through Montevideo; “In the Junta's view in no event could a British ship enter an Argentine port. ... The 

proposal by Great Britain was described as "cruel"...” Following a request by Britain's Ambassador, Chile's 

Foreign Ministry respond that they are unable to assist in the repatriation of POW's unless Argentina agrees.

Galtieri is quoted in El Nacional (Caracas) regarding the USA siding with Britain.

“I must say that I hold a great grudge against them (the USA) because the Americans know very well that as 

commander-in-chief of the Army, that is, before being president, I always tried to approach them and their 

administration... It was very disappointing when (Haig) sided with the English... The worst part is that 

Reagan and his senior staff did the same thing. To tell the truth, (all) Argentines share my view that this is a 

betrayal.” 21

Buenos Aires – via the Swiss Embassy – issues a demand.

“Argentine prisoners (must) not be considered as prisoners of war because this would suggest 
capitulation and instead would like the evacuation of their troops to be considered as "withdrawal" 
linked with Security Council Resolution 502.” 22

June 17th, Francis Pym sends a message to the Swiss.

“We are deeply concerned that the condition of Argentine POWs on the Falkland Islands, and our 
efforts to repatriate them as soon as possible have been misunderstood (or in some cases 
misrepresented). ...We have asked the Argentines to agree that we should repatriate these troops to 
Argentine ports and for this purpose need a guarantee of safe conduct for our ships. … The Argentines 
in response have said merely that the prisoners should be repatriated to Montevideo. ... If the prisoners 
are repatriated to an Argentine port.. the return journey ... will take 46 hours. For a journey as short as 
that we could load the Canberra with 5000 prisoners of war. ... to Montevideo the travel time would be 
considerably longer. Moreover, we cannot dock the Canberra alongside at Montevideo … the Argentine 
insistence upon Montevideo displays an incomprehensible lack of interest on their part in the well-being
of their own people.”

Advice is sent out to Britain's Ambassadors world-wide.

“There remains widespread international confusion about the basic issues ... Ministers should take 
every opportunity to set the record straight. 

(1) what we are demanding from Argentina now is a ceasefire and an end to hostilities: ie we want 
peace. We are not demanding a 'Peace Settlement', nor that they should explicitly renounce their 
sovereignty claims over the Falklands, nor that they should give up any long-term understandings. 

20 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D820315–0692
21 Quoted in Génesis de la Guerra de Malvinas (1976-1982) Valeria Lourdes Carbone 2008 citing Gral. Galtieri. 

‘Argentina seguirá combatiendo.’ El Nacional. Caracas. 16 de junio de 1982
22 PREM19/635 Telegram 168 of 16 June 1982. Had those soldiers not been treated as Prisoners of War, they would have 

lost all their protections under the Geneva Conventions. This message was ignored.
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(2) We are not using the POWs as hostages or as a bargaining counter to achieve this ceasefire... the 
Geneva Convention does not envisage a return of POWs until a cessation of hostilities has been agreed.
Premature return risks prisoners being recycled for war.

(3) Despite this, we are prepared as a humanitarian act, to return the vast bulk of the Argentine POWs 
even in advance of a ceasefire providing only that we have a guarantee of safe passage. Reports from 
Port Stanley have shown that the Argentine prisoners were in very bad condition when captured and 
that local resources are quite inadequate to provide shelter and nourishment in the prevailing blizzard 
conditions.

(4) Our evacuation plans are being dangerously frustrated by the Argentine refusal even to give safe-
conduct for the ships on which we would propose to return their prisoners. We are prepared to send 
these to any port in Argentina or a neighbouring country where they may be safely delivered. But the 
closer the port to the Falklands the faster we can undertake the operation and therefore the more 
chance we have of avoiding even more severe hardship and even fatalities among the POWs.

(5)The Argentine Junta's intransigence demonstrates their lack of regard for the safety and well-being 
of their own troops: they appear to be using POWs as an expendable factor in their own efforts to avoid
political embarrassment.”

In the Falklands, with insufficient shelters or tents to house Argentine POWs, 5000 of them are embarked onto 

SS Canberra. Another 1000 on MV Norland. En-route to the port in a disorderly line, some Argentine POWs 

break free and riot; settling fire to the Globe Stores. 23 Order is quickly restored and the fire put out albeit with 

considerable damage to the building. 

Major-General David Thorne arrives in the archipelago as Military Commissioner/Commander British Forces; 

taking over from Major-General M Jeremy Moore.

In Brasilia, newspaper O Globo claims that British policy is now to offer the “Kelpers” self-determination and 

independence. Suggesting its approval, the newspaper says that this is in line with the traditional British policy 

of decolonisation. It also notes that Britain has fought an “ethical” war. An editorial in the Estado de Sao Paulo 

states that Britain, by defending a principle without which international life would become impossible, had done 

the international community an exemplary favour. 

Endurance sails from South Georgia with the frigate Yarmouth, a tanker, Olmeda and tug Salvageman. The 

heading is Southern Thule. 

Argentina complains to the UN Security Council.

“... (with) regard to the scientific station 'Corbeta Uruguay', which the Argentine Republic set up in 
March 1977 on Morell Island (Southern Thule), in the South Sandwich group. Previous work on this 
station had begun at the end of 1976.... It should also be noted that, before the construction of the 
scientific station, no permanent installation like 'Corbeta Urugay' had been built on the South 
Sandwich Islands and that consequently there was no permanent settlement on the islands up to that 
point.” 

Parsons' comments; “The letter is remarkable for not asserting Argentine sovereignty.”

In Buenos Aires, Argentina's senior military officer meet to discuss the future.

23 The Globe Stores had been used by the Argentine occupiers as a clothing warehouse.
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“In recent days, Galtieri has been described by press reports and sources as increasingly desperate and 

emotional. In meeting with Army leaders, he proposed a "total war" with Britain and refused to accept 

responsibility for Argentina's military defeat. Reports said Galtieri had also attempted to disassociate himself 

from the decision by Argentine forces to surrender to Britain and had threatened to Army leaders that he 

would disavow the surrender agreement signed by his commander in the Falklands, Gen. Mario Benjamin 

Menendez.” 24

June 18th, in the early hours, General Galtieri accepts that he must resign as head of the Army.

“General Galtieri had backed the position that Argentina should try to continue the war unless Britain 
agreed first to negotiations on sovereignty in the Falklands. He was reported to have offered his 
resignation as Commander in Chief just before dawn today at the end of a night long meeting of army 
generals. Most of those present were said to have favored a resumption of diplomatic efforts to win 
control of the islands. Presumably General Nicolaides was chosen to succeed General Galtieri at the 
same meeting. The two other members of the junta, Brig. Gen. Basilio Lami Dozo of the air force and 
Adm. Isaac Anaya, were expected to retain their posts.” 25

“... General Galtieri has offered his resignation as Army Commander in Chief and will be replaced 
tomorrow as Army CINC by First Corps commander General Cristino Nicolaides. There is no official 
word yet on Galtieri’s future as President, but the private news service DYN has reported that Galtieri 
will also submit his resignation as President. … Dissatisfaction with Galtieri was widespread following 
the week’s events. According to Argentine press, Galtieri’s rejection of a total cessation of hostilities 
with the UK met stiff opposition within the army with all but two of fourteen senior generals favoring a 
definite termination of hostilities. Galtieri’s decision to "convoke the people" for his June 15 speech also
drew substantial criticism. The text of the surrender document released by London received front page 
coverage June 17 in most Argentine dailies.” 26

“Galtieri was forced to step down as commander after the top generals reported to him during a 
lengthy meeting that the Army did not support a continuation of military action against Britain in the 
South Atlantic, as Galtieri had proposed, the sources said. "I am leaving because the Army did not give 
me the political support to continue as commander and president of the nation," Galtieri said tonight as
he left the presidential palace. … The new Army commander was announced to be Gen. Cristino 
Nicolaides, a close ally of Galtieri who has been commander of the Army corps based in Buenos 
Aires. ... He also takes up Galtieri's position on the ruling three-man junta of service commanders. … 
The position of Navy Commander-in-Chief Jorge Anaya, the chief proponent of Argentina's invasion of 
the Falkland Islands along with Galtieri, remained uncertain. Anaya, who met last night with leading 
admirals, issued a statement tonight that made no mention of a possible resignation. The third member 
of the ruling junta, Air Force Commander Basilio Lami Dozo, was expected to remain in his position at 
least temporarily.” 27

Endurance sails from South Georgia with the frigate Yarmouth, a tanker, Olmeda and tug Salvageman. The 

heading is Southern Thule.

24 The Washington Post June 18, 1982
25 The New York Times June 18, 1982
26 Situation Report Prepared by the Department of State Falklands Working Group June 17, 1982 5pm in Foreign 

Relations of the United States, 1981-1988, Vol. XIII Conflict in the South Atlantic, 1981-1984. Dated the day before the 
official resignation, it would appear that US intelligence was well informed.

27 The Washington Post June 18, 1982
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President Reagan writes to Prime Minister Thatcher.

“Let me extend my congratulations on the success of British arms in the South Atlantic. Your victory 
was both a brilliant military feat and a defence of our shared principle that disputes are not to be 
resolved by aggression. The minimum loss of life and the generous terms of withdrawal were also in the 
finest British tradition. A just war requires a just peace. We look forward to consulting with you and to 
assisting in building such a peace. It must of course take into account the sacrifices of your men in 
battle. Its elements in my judgment must include enhancement of the long-term security of the South 
Atlantic, mitigation of Argentine hostility and improvement in the relations of both our countries with 
Latin America.”

A statement is released from Buenos Aires.

“Argentina will not accept any British proposal for a ceasefire as long as there is no mention of the 
possibility of being able to reopen the discussion on sovereignty.” 28

At the same time, Argentina's charge d'affairs at the United Nations presents the President of the Security 

Council with a letter.

“On express instructions from my Government, I have the honour to bring the following to the 
attention of the Security Council with regard to the question of the Malvinas, South Georgia and South
Sandwich Islands: After vetoing the draft resolution ordering the cease-fire, which was voted by the 
majority of the Council on 4 June 1982, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
has continued its armed aggression against my country and has completed the military occupation of 
Puerto Argentino, the capital of the Malvinas, on 14 June. The self-defence exercised by Argentina in 
order to safeguard its territorial integrity could not prevail against the military superiority of the 
aggressor. Consequently, the Commander of the Argentine forces defending the Malvinas had to 
surrender the personnel under his command in order to avoid greater loss of human life. Throughout 
the developments which led to this situation the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland ignored the demand for an immediate cease-fire contained in Security Council resolution 502 
(1982) of 3 April 1982 and also the exhortation of the Council contained in paragraph 3 of that 
resolution to the Governments concerned to seek a peaceful solution of the dispute by means of 
negotiations. As is well known, the United Kingdom vetoed the draft resolution of 4 June, submitted by
Panama and Spain, thus making clear its refusal to carry out the cease-fire and to accept resolution 
505 (1982), although it had been adopted unanimously and, obviously, with its own affirmative vote. 
Argentina cannot and will not accept the situation of force which Great Britain has thus sought to 
impose. Today, it is clearer than ever that the United Kingdom's aim is to ensure by any means the 
continuation of a situation of colonial domination in the South Atlantic, in open violation of the 
Charter of the United Nations. The Argentine Republic is now addressing the Security Council again 
to make clear, as it has done on previous occasions, its full readiness to carry out resolutions 502 
(1982) and 505 (1982). My country hopes likewise that the Council will continue its efforts to secure 
the full compliance of the United Kingdom with these resolutions. The United Kingdom is maintaining 
its troops on the Islands, its fleet in the South Atlantic, the naval and air blockade against Argentina 
and also the economic aggression carried out with the participation of other industrialized countries. 
… In view of the present circumstances, there is a de facto cessation of hostilities which Argentina is 
now observing. However, this cessation of hostilities will be precarious as long as the British policy of
continuing the military occupation, the blockade and the economic aggression continues. The total 

28 PREM19/636 Telegram 177 of 18 June 1982.
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cessation of hostilities will be achieved only when the United Kingdom agrees to lift the naval and air 
blockade and the economic sanctions referred to above and when it withdraws the military forces 
occupying the Islands and the naval task force and the nuclear submarines which it has deployed in 
the area. The Argentine Republic points out, once again, that only negotiations within the framework 
of the United Nations and in conformity with the pertinent resolutions — negotiations in which 
Argentina has always been ready to participate—can lead to a final settlement of the dispute, thus 
eliminating a situation of illegal colonial domination, which is sustained by force and which in itself 
constitutes a permanent threat to peace.” 29

Argentina also alleges that Britain is refusing to implement paragraphs 1 and 3 of SCR 502.

“Argentina comes back again today to the Security Council to establish clearly, as it has on previous 
occasions, its full readiness to implement Resolutions 502 and 505. My Country hopes at the same time 
that the Council will pursue its efforts to get the United Kingdom to implement those Resolutions in 
full. ... The complete cessation of hostilities will only be achieved when the United Kingdom lifts its sea 
and air blockade and the economic sanctions already referred to and when it withdraws its military 
occupation forces on the Islands, the naval Task Force and the nuclear submarines which it has 
deployed in the waters of the region. Argentina indicates once again that only a negotiation conducted 
under the auspices of the United Nations and in accordance with the relevant Resolutions, for which 
Argentina has always been ready, can lead to a definitive solution of the dispute, removing the situation 
of illegal colonial domination, sustained by force and which in itself constitutes a permanent threat to 
peace.” 30

Made aware that there are moves within the UN to initiate negotiations, Anthony Parsons sees the Secretary-

General to tell him that it is; “... absolutely and totally out of the question that we should sit down to diplomatic 

negotiations with the Argentines through any third party in order to discuss the future of the Islands or 

anything else. ... It was no good talking of exchanging a full cessation of hostilities for an opening of diplomatic

negotiations. If we could not get an unconditional cessation of hostilities out of Argentina, we would have to 

live with that. ... What we now needed was a long cooling off period with no outside interference while we 

restored normal life to the Islands.” Parsons reports to London.

“I told Urquhart afterwards of the ... conversation. He said that he was glad I had spoken as I had. He 
had been present at all Pérez de Cuéllar's recent meetings. A number of visitors, including 
Reagan/Haig, Schmidt (rather offensively to us), and Trudeau had been wringing their hands about the 
need to heal the breach between the West and Latin America and about the need for the British to show 
flexibility etc. Pérez de Cuéllar had told each of them that, in his judgement, the Argentines had been in 
the wrong from the start, that they had been vastly mistaken not to accept our offer of 17 May "which 
involved major concessions which he knew we had been reluctant to make," that Argentina had wrecked
his negotiations, thus leaving us no choice but to repossess the Islands by force.” 31

Late in the day, the ICRC announce that Argentina has now agreed to the repatriation of POWs through Puerto 

Madryn. 32 Guarantees of safe conduct for SS Canberra and MV Norland are provided. 

29  Letter From the Argentine Chargé at the United Nations (Listre) to the President of the U.N. Security Council (De la 
Barre Nanteuil) June 18, 1982. UN Doc. S/15234

30 PREM19/636 Telegram 1025 of 18 June 1982. Argentina did not formally accept that hostilities had ceased until 1989.
31 PREM19/636 Telegram 1024 of 18 June 1982.
32 PREM19/636 Telegram 341 of 18 June 1982. By June 20th, 10,250 Argentine POWs had been repatriated, leaving some 

600 'special category' prisoners including Menéndez. Thirty-five Argentine engineers remained voluntarily to assist with
mine-clearing. The 'special category' POWs would be repatriated in early July.

10



None of this is made public within Argentina.

“The Armed Forces themselves concealed the return of the soldiers, pressured the soldiers not to testify about 

their experiences, and persecuted the first groups of veterans for fear that truth would increase the discredit 

[of the Armed Forces].” 33

Agreement is also reached that Argentine hospital ships may take the sick and wounded from Stanley.

“President Leopoldo Galtieri resigned under pressure today as President, Commander in Chief of the 
army and member of the ruling military junta. Hours later, Argentina announced that it would send 
ships to the Falkland Islands to help repatriate the Argentine troops taken prisoner there by the British.
It said the prisoners would be brought home in both Argentine and British ships. Britain, which said 
earlier that Argentina had refused to allow British ships to return the prisoners directly to Argentine 
ports, said it was considering the Argentine proposal.” 34

Henderson in Washington telegrams Britain's Foreign Office.

“Eagleburger has told me about a proposition which was put to Haig this morning by the Secretary-
General in New York. This was that since paragraphs 1 and 2 of SCR 502 had now in practice been 
fulfilled, the way was open for HMG and the Argentines to negotiate a diplomatic solution under para 
3. ... I said that there was no future in the Secretary-General trying to pursue this thought. Things had 
changed fundamentally since the Resolution was passed.”

June 19th, Yarmouth, Olmeda, Endurance, and Salvageman arrive off Argentina's base on Southern Thule. An 

observation team is inserted onto the island.

Argentina's charge d'affaires at the UN, Arnoldo Listre, presents a note to the Security Council. 35

“After vetoing the draft Resolution ordering the cease-fire which was voted by the majority of the 
Council on 4 June 1982, the United Kingdom … has continued its armed aggression against my country
and has completed the military occupation of Puerto Argentino, the capital of the Malvinas, on 14 June.
... Throughout the developments which led to this situation the United Kingdom … ignored the demand 
for an immediate cease-fire contained in Security Council Resolution 502 (1982) of 3 April 1982 and 
also the exhortation of the Council contained in paragraph 3 of that Resolution to the Governments 
concerned to seek a peaceful solution of the dispute by means of negotiations. ... Argentina cannot and 
will not accept the situation of force which Great Britain has thus sought to impose. Today, it is clearer 
than ever that the United Kingdom's aim is to ensure by any means the continuation of a situation of 
colonial domination in the South Atlantic, in open violation of the Charter of the United Nations.” 

Sir Anthony Parsons reports.

“It looks as though Costa Méndez's propaganda machine is making the most of the Argentine note... 
Officials said that the note had been approved by the ruling three man Junta, including General 
Nicolaides. ... Foreign Ministry officials favoured a resumption of the Secretary-General's mission 
because he seemed fair and well-versed in the issues. .... Pérez de Cuéllar and I looked … but thought it
did not amount to a serious offer of an immediate cessation of hostilities...”

33 Federico Lorenz quoted in Malvinas between dictatorship and national Independence: Argentinian history in CFK’s 
speeches Paula Salerno 2019

34 New York Times June 18, 1982
35 PREM19/637 Telegram 1032 of 19 June 1982. 
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June 20th, Argentine troops and meteorological staff on Southern

Thule surrender unconditionally at 0800 local time.

“We were just about ready to open fire and give the order for
the recce troops to come down the mountain when someone
popped out of the base waving a white flag.” 36

The Argentine commander of Southern Thule signs a surrender

document on HMS Yarmouth.

Although opposed by the UK as being premature, economic

sanctions imposed by the EC on Argentina are lifted. The arms

embargo, however, remains in place.

“The British had no objections to informal talks taking place

between individual members of the Community and Argentina,

but would not accept a formal agreement with the Community on

any subject until there was satisfaction that Argentine

discrimination against the UK across the board had ceased. The

EC Commission endorsed this line...” 37

SS Canberra arrives in Puerto Madryn with 4,172 POWs.  There are

no crowds to greet them and no ceremony. Not far behind is MV 

Norland carrying another 2,000.

“A plot by other Argentine prisoners to hijack the merchant vessel Norland taking them to Argentina was 

thwarted when their coded messages between cabins were detected by a Spanish-speaking British soldier.” 38

“The fighting over, thousands prisoners were repatriated. The military authorities hid the returnees, isolating 

them from their fellow citizens in some cases, to improve their physical condition, but above all to avoid the 

diffusion of their stories. Even journalistic interviews were prohibited.” 39

In Stanley, with no administration yet returned (awaiting the arrival of Rex Hunt), the Islanders have little say in

what is happening around them. One type of military command, exchanged for another.

“... at times it was hard to believe that they (the Falklanders) had any connection with the war. They 
behaved, it sometimes appeared, like peasants caught in an eighteenth century European dynastic 
clash…” 40

June 21st, Britain announces the capture of the Argentine base on Southern Thule.

“Britain said today that it had reclaimed the last of its South Atlantic possessions from Argentina 
without a fight. It said troops based on the Falkland Islands swooped onto Thule, the southernmost of 
the remote South Sandwich Islands, and captured a team of Argentine scientists. Britain said the 
scientists were there illegally, but Buenos Aires, which confirmed the takeover, said an agreement had 
been reached years ago authorizing their presence. The Argentine high command charged on Saturday 

36 Barker 1997
37 Freedman 2005 vol.2
38 Fight for Falklands Freedom: Reporting Live from Argentina and the Islands Harold Briley 2022
39 Testigos de la derrota Malvinas: los soldados y la guerra durante la transición democrática argentina, 1982-1987 

Federico Guillermo Lorenz 2006 
40 The Observer June 20, 1982
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that British helicopters had machine-gunned ''defenseless scientists'' on Thule, which is situated 1,275 
miles south-east of the Falklands off the coast of Antarctica. According to the Argentines, 10 scientists 
were presumed to be British captives. Foreign Office officials said that the Argentines were discovered 
on Thule in 1976 and that their presence had been protested at that time. … British military sources 
said as many as 70 Argentines, most of them naval personnel, had been on Thule.” 41

At the UN, Argentina's representative submits a further note to the Security Council regarding Southern Thule.

“This action constitutes a clear violation of the cessation of hostilities existing under the terms of my 
note No. 172 of 18th June and also
constitutes a new act of aggression
committed by the United Kingdom, in
violation of Security Council Resolution 502
(1982).” 42

More POWs arrive back on Argentine soil.

Applauded by the local people there is, however,

no official welcome.

June 23rd, in New York, PM Thatcher visits the UN. Pérez de Cuéllar reminds her that he still has a mandate 

from the Security Council, but realises that there is little to be done at the present. Thatcher appraises de Cuéllar 

of the problems being addressed on the Islands including unmarked plastic mines. She tells him that Britain has 

repatriated about 10,000 POWs, many in a poor condition, but would retain 600 – 700 technicians, pilots and 

senior officers pending an end to hostilities. As regards cessation of hostilities, lifting of exclusion zones, etc., the 

British Government had sent a message via the Swiss, but it was difficult to know who to deal with. 43

Parsons reports that there is no sign of the Security Council; “resuscitating the subject,” and tells the Foreign 

Office that Uganda's representative had made a comment asserting that; “the British people would lynch anyone

who talked of negotiating with Argentina for at least a year.” 

During a special session on disarmament at the UN, Margaret Thatcher speaks to the General Assembly.

“The fundamental risk to peace is not the existence of
weapons of particular types, … It is the disposition on the
part of some states to impose change on others by resorting
to force.”

At a meeting between Reagan and the British Prime Minister,

Margaret Thatcher tells the President; “… that the British would

likely be in the Falklands for a very long time.” 

“The British had been caught napping once, but they would
not be caught a second time. She asserted that her
government is sending back Rex Hunt very soon as civil
commissioner. The two priorities in the Islands now are
rehabilitation and reconstruction; at some point, it might be desirable to bring the Falklands into a self-

41 The New York Times June 21, 1982
42 PREM19/637 Telegram 1035 of 23 June 1982. Argentina's 'cessation' was so conditional that it was no cessation at all.
43 PREM19/637 Telegram 1045 of 23 June 1982.

13



governing status, similar perhaps to the formula the U.S. worked out on Guam. She added that she and 
her government will do everything they can to restore normal relations with Latin American countries – 
"we will have to be gentle." Mrs. Thatcher noted that with the exception of Argentina, all British 
ambassadors remain at their posts.” 44

June 24th, the daily Foreign Office Situation Report, issued by its Emergency Unit at 0700 every morning 

concludes.

“(1) There is nothing to report. (2) This is the last SITREP.”

On East Falkland, work continues with the collection of abandoned ordinance. 

“... they placed booby-traps in some of their abandoned trenches;  for instance a number of grenade 'traps', 

invitingly laid, were set for those in a hurry. These were often simple devices,... like grenades without a pin 

leant against another object, ready to explode when dislodged, or two grenades linked together for maximum 

effect. Lance-Corporal Budhaparsad Limbu of 1st/7th Gurkas was killed by such an object in the early 

Aftermath, while clearing the Argentinian trenches at Goose Green.” 45

Back in London, PM Thatcher speaks to the House of Commons. 46

“I gave the Secretary-General an account of the present situation in the Falkland Islands. I emphasised
our wish for a permanent cessation of hostilities, though I have to report that so far the Argentine's 
response has been negative. I also referred to the repatriation of well over 10,000 prisoners, but I 
explained that we could not return them all until we were satisfied that hostilities would not be 
reopened. The Falkland Islanders would be preoccupied for some time to come with the task of 
reconstruction, none the less, Britain would in due course seek to bring the islands to full self-
government. Mr. Perez de Cuellar stated that he remained ready to act as a channel of communication 
between Britain and Argentina, if this would help... I was particularly glad to be in New York during the
last week of Sir Anthony Parsons' term of service as our representative at the United Nations. His 
contribution and abilities have been widely and rightly praised.”

June 25th, New Zealand announces that it is not prepared to normalise its relations with Argentina until the UK 

is; “satisfied that hostilities have ceased.” Canada lifts economic sanctions against Argentina, but maintains its 

arms ban. 

Rex Hunt arrives back in the

Falkland Islands as Civil

Commissioner with instructions to

carry out an urgent assessment of

what is required to return to some

normality – both immediately and

in the longer term.

Three British journalists, seized in

Ushuaia and charged with spying

on April 17th, are released.

44 Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Country File, Europe and Soviet Union, United Kingdom (04/26/1982–
09/29/1982)

45 Fursdon 1988
46 HC Deb 24 June 1982 vol.26 cc433-9 
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“Simon Winchester of The Sunday Times and Ian Mather and Anthony Prime of The Observer boarded a flight 

for Madrid tonight under a special court permit issued on their pledge to return in two months to stand trial. 

They paid bail of $6,500 each, and, if convicted, face prison sentences of two to eight years.” 47

Further enquires are initiated via the Swiss Embassy regarding the repatriation of Flt. Lieut. Glover, captured on 

May 21st. Argentina is reminded that all their wounded have already been repatriated.

In Buenos Aires, the junta announces that there will be a return to democratic government in early 1984. Via a 

press release, Argentina's postal authorities state that it will not handle mail carrying the address -  'Falklands' or

'Port Stanley'.

“RETURN TO SENDER – Postal communications have been interrupted in the Malvinas Islands, South
Georgias and South Sandwich due to the illegitimate occupation by Great Britain of these Islands, 
which form part of the Argentine Republic and belong to its sovereignty.”

June 28th, HMS Hydra, carrying 66 British casualties, arrives at Montevideo. For onwards transmission to the 

UK aboard an RAF VC10.

Argentine General Cristino Nicolaides asks Washington to intercede with the UK in order to get the remaining 

POW's returned; “... without a formal armistice...” 48

Acting Secretary of State Stoessel speaks to President Reagan.

“We have just learned from the British that they are about to propose to the Argentines, via the Swiss, 
that the prisoners be returned without precondition. The British have asked us to make no public 
disclosure of this until they have worked out the modalities and made their own announcement. They 
also ask that we not lift sanctions until the prisoner problem is settled, which should take no more than 
a day or two; but they say they would understand if we lifted sanctions promptly thereafter.” 49

On the same day, Christian Salvesen Ltd, responding to an inquiry, informs the Civil Commissioner that the 

contract with Constantino Davidoff to remove the scrap metal from South Georgia remains valid. 50

“After the removal of the Argentines from the Falkland Islands and Dependencies, the question arose of 

whether the contract was still in force … Despite the breach of the terms of the contract, Davidoff's actions in 

themselves do not make the contract automatically invalid... in any event the contract will expire on 31 March 

1983... Her Majesty's Government have no standing in relation to the contract itself and there is no action 

which the Government of the Falkland Islands could take directly to annul or otherwise cancel it. But the 

Falkland Islands Government do of course have the right to refuse Davidoff permission or any of his employees

permission to land on South Georgia.” 51

July 1st, General Reynaldo Bignone takes over officially as Argentina's new President.

“... (his) inauguration speech on 1st July threw no new light either way on Argentina's willingness to consider 

hostilities with the United Kingdom at an end.”

47 The New York Times June 30, 1982. No trial date was ever set by the Argentine government.
48 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, P890076–1206
49 Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Country File, Argentina (07/02/1982–07/15/1982)
50 See September, 1979, December, 1980 and December, 1981
51 Falkland Island Dependencies: Whaling Stations January 14, 1983 FCO note to Downing Street. cf. February, 1983
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New York Times reports on a Soviet journal account that HMS Sheffield was carrying nuclear arms when sunk.

“Literaturnaya Gazeta said the Sheffield went down too quickly for the weapons to be removed and 
that there was now a danger of widespread radioactive contamination once seawater eroded their 
protective coating.” 52

July 2nd, a message is sent to Bignone's administration stating that the UK is willing to proceed with an 

exchange of prisoners on; “... the assumption that active hostilities were over.”

In the Falklands, an Argentine POW, assisting in the marking out of the limits of a minefield on Stanley 

Common, is injured in an explosion. 

“Cabo Primero Cattay was a volunteer in the task of marking off minefields, that he was not engaged on the 

locating and lifting of individual mines, ... It was thought that the mine was probably outside the known limits 

of the minefields and that Cabo Primero Cattay stepped on it accidentally when he followed the officer round 

what was believed to be the limits of the minefields.” 53

HMS Invincible rejoins the Task Force after effecting repairs to a turbine. 

“The Invincible carrier, pride of the British Navy, has been left alone, protected by other ships, in 
waters near the Falkland Islands. The other carrier ships, the Hermes, has separated from it, no doubt 
heading towards the United Kingdom. The Invincible has not been damaged, contrary to what the 
Argentine Junta intended; this special envoy was able to see it with his own eyes when he landed on his 
deck on Friday aboard a Sea King helicopter.” 54

July 5th, Argentina's Foreign Minister, Aguirre Lanari, in a speech, refers to a; “de facto cessation of hostilities.”

July 6th, Privy Councillors select Lord Franks to head a commission of inquiry into the war. 

“To review the way in which the responsibilities of Government in relation to the Falkland islands and 
their dependencies were discharged in the period leading up to the Argentine invasion of the Falkland 
Islands on 2 April 1982, taking account of all such factors in previous years as are relevant; and to 
report.” 

The last 590 Argentine POWs are embarked upon MV St. Edmund for repatriation to Argentine. Among them is 

General Mario Menéndez. 55

In New York, UN Secretary-General Pérez de Cuéllar receives a telephone call from Buenos Aires to say that they 

are releasing Ft. Lieut. Glover.

July 7th, financial aid for the Falkland Islands is agreed by the European Community.

Margaret Thatcher announces that there is to be an inquiry into the Argentine invasion under Lord Franks.

“The composition of the committee and the scope of its inquiry have become subjects of intense 
controversy in recent days, but Mrs. Thatcher appeared to have reached an agreement over the 

52 In fact the weapons had been transferred to RFA Fort Austin on April 16, 1982.
53 Argentine Prisoners (Death and Injury) HC Debate April 11, 1983 vol 40 cc305-7W
54 El portaeronaves británico 'Invencible', en perfecto estado, permanece vigilando las Malvinas Andres Ortega El Pais 

July 12, 1982. https://elpais.com/diario/1982/07/12/internacional/395272804_850215.html 
55 Thirty-five volunteers, for payment, remained on the Islands to help clear mines.
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weekend with Mr. Foot that will assure at least initial bipartisan support for the work of the panel. Its 
report, due before the end of the year, could have a far-reaching impact on the future of Mrs. Thatcher's
Government. Many Labor Members of Parliament, and even some M.P.'s from the Prime Minister's 
own Conservative Party, believe that she was negligent in taking no military action when signs of an 
imminent Argentine invasion mounted in late March. Others believe that the Argentine junta was 
encouraged to order an invasion when Britain announced the withdrawal of the ice patrol ship 
Endurance, its only ship in the area.” 56

July 8th, in London, the Cabinet is informed that; “There has still been no response to the message conveyed ... 

through the Swiss on 3rd July. The Swiss believe that a direct response in unlikely to be forthcoming for some 

considerable time, if ever.”

A CIA report notes.

“President Bignone's government intends to maintain the de facto ceasefire with Britain, but it cannot, 
for domestic political reasons, accede to London's demand for a formal statement acknowledging a 
cessation of hostilities. Foreign Minister Aguirre Lanari stated publicly on 5 July that "There is in fact a
ceasefire by Argentina in the South Atlantic, but that does not mean that we are giving up the defense of 
the 100-year-old rights."  The highest priority of the Argentine leaders is to protect their claim to 
sovereignty over the Falklands, and they are therefore unwilling to take any steps, such as a formal 
cessation of hostilities, that in their view would prejudice this claim. Army Commander General 
Nicolaides told a military audience on 3 July that recovery of the islands, using "the most appropriate 
measures possible," would continue to be the main objective of Argentine foreign policy. The Argentines 
apparently are confident that the British eventually will release the remaining Argentine prisoners of 
war, lift the maritime restrictions, and end economic sanctions without securing a formal declaration 
ending hostilities. This calculation probably is correct because the Thatcher government is searching 
for a way to end the impasse and to return the last 590 prisoners. According to press reports, London is 
considering a unilateral declaration on the cessation of hostilities, assuming that Argentina would not 
challenge such an initiative.” 57

Flight Lieut. Jeffrey Glover is repatriated to the UK via Montevideo. 58

Foreign Secretary Pym writes to Tam Dalyell following an enquiry by the Member of Parliament for West 

Lothian (Scotland) regarding British rights to the archipelago.

“The strength of our case depends on a detailed legal examination of all relevant events and factors. Even 

leaving aside arguments in our favour based on events before 1833, we have been consistently advised that our

title can be soundly based on our possession of the islands from 1833. Our case rests on the facts, on 

prescription and on the principle of self-determination.... Prescription as a mode of acquiring territory is 

generally recognised in international law.” 59

56 New York Times July 7, 1982
57 Central Intelligence Agency, Office of the Director of Central Intelligence, Job 83M00914R: EXDIR and Executive 

Registry Files (1982), Box 16, Box 1: C–353 Argentina.
58 Following a full recovery, Glover was reposted to the Falkland Islands in January 1984.
59 Quoted in One Man's Falklands T. Dalyell 1982. Also Self-determination in Disputed Colonial Territories Jamie 

Trinidad 2018 p.140. Tam Dalyell was a Scottish Labour Party MP and anti-war campaigner.
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July 11th, Canberra returns to the UK (right).

July 12th, US trade sanctions imposed on

Argentina are ended.

July 15th, reported in the New York Times. 60

“The Argentine commander on the Falkland

Islands and the remaining 592 Argentine war

prisoners were returned by Britain today and

released at a small port in southern Argentina

under tight security. Their return aboard a

British ferry ended the repatriation of about

10,000 Argentines captured by the British in

the war that ended with the Argentine

surrender on June 14. Britain had been

holding the commander, Maj. Gen. Mario Benjamin Menendez, and the final contingent, most of them officers, to

press Argentina to declare formally that the hostilities were over. Argentina never did, but Britain announced 

Monday, after an exchange of notes with Argentina, that both sides had agreed there was a de facto end to 

hostilities. General Menendez was also the Argentine governor on the islands, and his return aboard the ferry, 

the Saint Edmund, underlined the end of Argentina's brief rule over the archipelago,...” 

July 16th, George P. Shultz takes over as US Secretary of State. 61

“Every American secretary of state in recent history, at an early point, has had to think through the matter of 

the "special relationship" between Britain and the United States. … When I took office, the Falklands fighting 

was over, but the war had made its mark on the Anglo-American alliance, now closer than at any time since 

World War II. Yet a great deal of resentment about the U.S. role in the war remained within some elements of 

the Reagan administration. Tom Enders, the assistant secretary of state for Latin America, in his early 

briefings to me, stressed the problems created for us in Latin America by our massive and visible support for 

the British. It would be hard to say, Enders argued, that the Falklands War had done serious damage to British

interests, which were not large in Latin America; it was American interests that were damaged. My reaction 

to Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher's decision and the British action in the Falklands was one of admiration, 

despite my misgivings about the apparent impact on our relationships throughout Latin America. The British 

decision to go to war for these desolate, wind-scoured, scarcely populated rocky islets 8,000 miles from 

London was the first marker laid down by a democratic power in the post-Vietnam era to state unambiguously

that a free world nation was willing to fight for a principle. The world paid attention to this – and not just the 

Third World either; it was noted by the Soviets too. Attitudes everywhere were significantly affected. The 

Argentine military was discredited overnight, and the pressure for democracy in that country strengthened.” 62

July 19th, in Washington, US Defence Secretary Caspar Weinberger provides an initial assessment of the war for 

the President.

“Although the British had inadequate or no contingency plans for such an effort, they did extremely 
well in developing ad hoc plans, devising appropriate operations and tactics, and carrying out their 
objectives. They were able to load depot stocks aboard 58 civilian ships by the end of May using 
requisition, charter, and conversion where necessary. Furthermore, the first elements of the Task Force 

60 Last prisoners Returned to Argentina Edward Schumacher in New York Times July 15, 1982
61 Alexander Haig resigned as US Secretary of State on June 25, 1982. 
62 Cold War: The “Special Relationship” (Shultz memoirs) at the Margaret Thatcher Foundation

18



sailed in five days, two days less than the British thought necessary for a contingency in Europe.... In 
the final analysis, the battle for the Falklands appears to have been a closer call than many would 
believe. The British won primarily because their forces, inferior in numbers at first, were superior in 
training, leadership and equipment. But luck played a significant role. The failure of the Argentine 
bombs is but one example; others exist. The British prevailed and pushed to victory just in time as they 
were critically low on artillery rounds and other supplies (8 rounds per barrel of artillery and no 
helicopter fuel) when they retook Stanley.” 63

“… I do not think that the United States support was crucial. It was helpful, I hope, and effective, and most of 

all it was delivered in time and very much more quickly than had been thought possible. That was the principle

contribution. I do not think that it was vital to the victory. I think it was important to the victory, but Britain’s 

contribution – the actual fighting – was obviously the decisive thing.” 64

July 20th, Argentina complains to the President of the European Commission regarding its decision to grant 

emergency assistance to the Falkland Islands, arguing that; “... the action constituted inadmissible interference 

and could be construed as disregard for Argentina’s legitimate rights over the archipelago.” 65

July 21st, the UK informs Argentina that it is lifting the 200-mile Exclusion Zone and replacing it with 150-mile 

Protection Zone.

HMS Hermes returns to Portsmouth. 

July 22nd, Britain's Exclusion Zone around

the Islands is lifted. PM Thatcher informs the

House of Commons.

“We have decided to lift the total
exclusion zone of 200 nautical miles
around the Falkland Islands, which was
established on 30 April. Port Stanley
harbour and Port Stanley airfield, 
together with the three mile territorial
sea around the Falklands, nevertheless remain closed to commercial shipping and aircraft until further 
notice for reasons of safety. Our warning of 7 May that any Argentine warship or military aircraft found
more than 12 miles from the Argentine coast would be regarded as hostile similarly no longer applies. 
But British forces continue to have authority to take all necessary measures to protect themselves 
against attack anywhere in the South Atlantic and to defend the Falkland Islands and the dependencies 
in accordance with the inherent right of self defence recognised in article 51 of the United Nations 
Charter. In particular and to minimise the risk of misunderstandings or inadvertent clashes we have 
asked the Argentine Government, via the Swiss Government, to ensure that their warships and military 
aircraft do not enter a zone 150 miles around the islands where they would pose a potential threat to 
our forces. Argentine civil aircraft and shipping have also been requested not to enter this zone unless 
by prior agreement with the British Government, and also to stay clear of other British dependencies in 
the South Atlantic.” 66

63 Washington National Records Center, OSD Files, FRC 330–84–0003, Argentina (June–Sept) 1982
64 Caspar Weinberger interviewed in Little Platoon M. Charlton 1989 p.180
65 UN Yearbook 1982
66 HC Deb 22 July 1982 vol.28 c235W 
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July 23rd, in a letter to the President of the UN General Assembly, Argentina asserts that the principle of self-

determination does not apply to the “occupying” population of the Falkland Islands; “... which had been 

established there through an act of force by the colonial Power and which consisted in many cases of transitory

employees of the United Kingdom Government or of the British-based Falkland Islands Company.”

July 25th, in Britain, the Sunday Times newspaper publishes a story regarding alleged assistance given to 

Argentina by French experts during the Falklands War. 67

“London's Sunday Times quoted a French engineer at Argentina's Bahia Blanca air base as saying that he and 

his team fitted Exocet missiles to French-built planes during the Falkland war. The report suggests it was a 

secret and perhaps deliberate breach of France's military embargo on Argentina, enabling two British ships to 

be sunk. The French Government is furious. A flat public denial has been issued, … Before making its 

statement, the French Government held an investigation ''because it's true, strange things can happen in the 

arms trade,'' an official said. Herve Colin, the Dassault engineer who headed the team sent to Argentina last 

November along with the first batch of Super-Etendard planes, was summoned to Paris.” 68

July 26th, at a public meeting in Stanley, called by Councillor Terry Peck, Islanders vent their frustrations at the 

way they were kept in the dark in the days leading up to the April 2nd invasion. Some particular fury is aimed at 

the Overseas Services Aid Scheme (OSAS) whereby people from the UK are given lucrative employment in 

government posts, but who were the first to abandon the Islands after the Argentine troops arrived. 

“The OSAS system came in for a public hammering unlike any it has ever received … Surprisingly little time 

was spent discussing the future of the Falklands, but it was significant that not one person spoke up suggesting

that the Islands should return to their old status as a colony in every sense of the word. … It was very evident 

from the meeting that Falklanders … want change, in our political status, but they want to move cautiously, 

examining every option open to them. … If there was one theme that kept reappearing it was Islanders are no 

longer willing to be pushed around, ignored and exploited.” 69

July 27th, regarding the allegations in the Sunday Times, an Anglo-French joint-statement is made public; “The 

French Government totally fulfilled the obligations imposed on it by its solidarity with its British ally.” 

“The allegation that a team of technicians from the French company Dassault helped the Argentine navy fit 

Exocet missile launchers to Super Etendard aircraft during the early part of the Falklands conflict was taken 

most seriously by both the British and French authorities. For us the tragic loss of life and serious loss of 

equipment caused by Exocet missiles was a particularly distressing feature of the conflict. As far as the French 

Government was concerned, the allegation called into question the effectiveness of their embargo on military 

assistance and co-operation for Argentina during the hostilities. In these circumstances the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office promptly asked the French Government for an explanation, and the French Minister of 

Defence immediately ordered an urgent investigation. The outcome of this investigation was announced in a 

joint statement by the French Ministers of Defence and Foreign Affairs on 27 July. The findings were that the 

Dassault technicians had properly carried out the French Government's specific instructions not to help the 

Argentines in the event of an armed conflict between Britain and Argentina. These instructions were issued 

before hostilities began and are standard French procedure when French technicians are working overseas 

during periods of tension. ... It is fair to say that the French statement does not contain a detailed point by 

point rebuttal of the 25 July article. But this is not unusual and the Sunday Times must know as much. What 

the statement does do is to say quite unequivocally that an investigation has shown the newspaper's 

67 See also December, 1982
68 The New York Times July 29, 1982
69 Penguin News July 1982 pp.2&3
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allegations to be unfounded. We have no reason to question what was said by the two French Ministers: there 

is no evidence available to us to support a contrary view.” 70

“In what would appear to be a clear breach of President Mitterrand's embargo, a French technical team - 

mainly working for a company 51% owned by the French government - stayed in Argentina throughout the 

war. In an interview carried out in 1982 by Sunday Times journalist Isabel Hilton, the team's leader, Herve 

Colin, admitted carrying out one particular test that proved invaluable to Argentinian forces. "The verification

process involves determining if the missile launcher was functioning correctly or not. Three of the launchers 

failed. We located the source of the problem and that was it. The rest was simple."... The French company he 

still works for, Dassault, told us that after 30 years that it was unable to confirm whether or not it had 

authorised the work his team carried out in Argentina at this time. But it is now clear that, thanks to tests they 

carried out, the Argentinians were able to fire Exocets at British forces from three previously faulty missile 

launchers. Francois Heisbourg, who at the time was international security adviser to the French Minister of 

Defence, Charles Hernu, insists that his government did not know that the technical team was there. But, he 

says, the fact that it evidently was is inexcusable. … But not all in the French government were in the dark 

about the technical team's presence in Argentina during the conflict. Pierre Lethier, former chief of staff of the 

DGSE - the French equivalent of Britain's foreign intelligence agency MI6 and signal intelligence headquarters

GCHQ - admits that his department did know about them. "This is what intelligence is for. You need sources. 

We had difficulties to penetrate the Argentinian army at that time during the Falklands conflict. So, the more 

helpers you have the better you are," he says. Lethier told me that the DGSE had an informer among the 

members of the technical team who was able to give them some information about what the Argentinian 

military was doing. But he is fiercely critical of the French team for the technical help it gave." It's bordering 

on an act of treason, or disobedience to an embargo," he says. "I mean, it's clear that if the head of state in 

France decrees an embargo, it's an embargo. Full stop." Britain's Defence Secretary at the time, Sir John Nott, 

told me that although he knew that a French technical team was in Argentina then, its work was not thought to

be of any great importance. British efforts, he insists, were mainly focused on stopping the Argentinians 

getting hold of any more Exocets. Had he, I enquired, asked Paris to withdraw the team? That, he could not 

remember. Overall, he added, the French did give Britain substantial help during the conflict. But, does he, 

nonetheless, now feel a little let down by a nation that he had previously described as Britain's greatest ally? 

This was his response: "We asked Mitterrand not to give assistance to the Argentinians. If you're asking me: 

'Are the French duplicitous people?' the answer is: 'Of course they are, and they always have been.'...” 71

July 28th, for the first time since the occupation, the Falklands Legislative Council meet in formal session. 

Among the motions presented for consideration are proposals for increasing immigration to the Islands, and 

amendments to the colony's constitution.

“The semi-democratic government of the Falklands was suspended a few hours before the Argentine forces 

took over Port Stanley. Governor Hunt (as he then was) invoked the Emergency Powers Act of 1939 giving him

absolute power in the Islands. This state of emergency must be legally renewed monthly. As it was not, the 

Falklands have returned to their old political system.” 72

“There were a few surprises in store. The new commander of the Falklands garrison, Major General Thorne, 

took his seat at the right of Dick baker at the table; a ninth member of Legco who had been appointed by direct 

order from London. Mr. Hunt stressed that the General has responsibilities for the defence and internal 

70 HC Deb 08 November 1982 vol 31 cc64-5W . See https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/written-
answers/1982/nov/08/falklands-campaign-french-technicians

71 How France Helped Both Sides in the Falklands War BBC Radio 4 March 5, 2012.
72 Penguin News July 30, 1982 p.8
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security of the Islands. The second surprise came when the CC (Civil Commissioner) informed Councillor Terry

Peck that Legco is definitely not the government of the Falklands. Exco, with its mainly unelected membership, 

the CC himself and Britain govern the Falklands.  … it was surprising to hear a person in such high office 

admitting that the system of government is so undemocratic.” 73

July 29th, in Washington, Britain’s Foreign Secretary Pym meets with US Secretary George P. Shultz before 

speaking to Vice-President Bush. 

“Pym said that as a result of the war, the UK could not discuss the Falklands with Argentina for at least 

another year, and it would be even longer before the issue of sovereignty could be on the agenda. Pym also 

asked for the continuation of the US arms embargo. The Secretary encouraged Pym to move quickly to repair 

relations with Latin America, and he said that at some point the US may have to reopen its military sales 

pipeline to Argentina, but promised to consult closely with the UK before taking any action. ... Pym remarked 

that the UK no longer expected to secure a formal cessation of hostilities from the GOA, and that the UK will 

probably go ahead soon and lift its economic measures against Argentina.” 74

August 1st, a story in the Sunday Times newspaper suggests that the Islanders' attitude towards large numbers 

of British troops is unwelcoming.

“... their attitude towards the British is a mixture of continued deep mistrust, disappointment and a 
sullen acceptance of the military realities of the new occupying army amongst them...” 75

“... the British press have done us a great disservice. For weeks now they (from the 'Times' down to the 'Sun') 

have been hawking the story that Islanders are ungrateful for their liberation. The 'Express' some weeks ago 

gave us all the shocking news that there was little elation after the surrender and that prices were raised for 

soldiers. The 'Sunday Times' informs us that the Islanders attitude is a "sullen acceptance of the troops." The 

reports are not true, and I have yet to see a paper that mentions in a major article that a considerable 

proportion of the troops in the Falklands are the welcome house guests of local families. … "sullen and 

ungrateful" Islanders cause quite an emotional reaction. It follows that they sell newspapers.” 76

August 3rd, John Brodrick, Director of the Falklands Public Works department, suggests the cost of war damage

will be at least £35 million, not including any work on the airport; “And that is a low estimate.” 77

August 5th, the US Sub-Committee on Inter-American Affairs receives a written submission from Assistant 

Secretary Thomas O. Enders.

“The clash between Argentina and the United Kingdom erupted suddenly, then as quickly disappeared from 

the headlines. It left in its wake some haunting questions about how to prevent war in the hemisphere, about 

the future of inter-American cooperation, even about regional stability and progress. … US neutrality on the 

question of sovereignty has been confirmed repeatedly… I reassert it again today, before this body. The United 

States takes no position on the merits of the competing claims to sovereignty, nor on the legal theories on 

which the parties rely.” 78

73 Penguin News August 6, 1982 p.6. Original emphasis. CC = Rex Hunt
74 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, N820007–0183
75 Sunday Times August 1, 1982 quoted in 74 days under the Argentine flag: The experiences of occupation during the 

Falklands/Malvinas War Alejandro Luis Corbacho 2018
76 Editor in Penguin News August 13, 1982. p.9. See Corbacho 2018 op.cit
77 Quoted in Fursdon 1988
78 The South Atlantic Crisis: Background, Consequences, Documentation US Dept of State, Bureau of Public Affairs 

August 5, 1982 (evidence of Assistant Secretary Enders). Full document here https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?
id=txu.059173018150879&view=1up&seq=3
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Nine thousand sheets of aluminium are laid at Stanley Airport; allowing RAF Phantom fighter aircraft to operate 

from the runway.

August 10th, a memo from Alfonso Sapia-Bosch of the US National Security Council Staff, to the President's 

Assistant for National Security Affairs (Clark), considers the relationship with Argentina.

“I have had a number of conversations with State and there has now been some movement to improve 
relations with Argentina. ... Tom Enders will meet with Argentine Foreign Minister Aguirre in Santo 
Domingo ... Enders will tell Aguirre the U.S. will accept a resolution at the UN calling for negotiations 
between the two parties so long as the language of the resolution is moderate.” 79

August 13th, the UK responds to Argentina's assertion of July 23rd, pointing out; “... that historical evidence did 

not support Argentina’s contention that a settled Argentine population had been forcibly displaced by the 

United Kingdom in the nineteenth century.” 

“(Argentina's) assertion that the case of the Falkland Islands differs from the typical case of 
colonialism may be intended as an oblique acknowledgement of the fact that the Falkland Islanders 
have consistently, and democratically, expressed their clear wish to remain British. This fact, which lies 
at the very heart of the matter, must not be lost sight of and is of crucial importance for evaluating the 
situation in terms of the Charter of the United Nations. … The claim to set aside the right of self-
determination in the case of the Falkland Islands, … is tendentious in the extreme and cannot be 
allowed to pass without challenge.” 

The New York Times reports on the aftermath in Buenos Aires.

“At least 1,000 people gathered in a downtown meeting hall to shout slogans condemning Argentina's 
surrender to Britain in the Falkland Islands and demand the continuation of the war to regain the 
archipelago. Local news agencies said that between 1,000 and 2,000 people attended the Thursday 
night rally. One speaker, Gerardo Palacios Hardy, a journalist, told the crowd, ''For us, the war has not 
ended and we do not want peace but demand victory.'' The rally was organized by a group called 
Militant Patriotism. The organization recently placed advertisements in Buenos Aires newspapers 
calling on the Government ''to continue the war effort in the propitious moments, forms and 
opportunities until the enemy is completely expelled from the South Atlantic.” 

August 16th, Argentina's Foreign Minister Lanari and US Assistant Secretary Enders meet in the Dominican 

Republic. The encounter is reported by the local US Embassy to Washington.

“Aguirre made a pointed pitch for "positive gestures" by the USG, in light of the adverse impact on 
Argentine public opinion of U.S. support for Great Britain in the Falklands crisis. When Ambassador 
Enders referred to the broad range of issues in our relations, Aguirre insisted that the principal 
question was U.S. Policy on the Malvinas issue. He urged that greater accommodation on this matter be
achieved in order to undercut the forces on the extreme left and right who were working against the 
process of democratization now going on in Argentina. ... When Aguirre referred to the proposed UNGA
resolution on the Falkland Islands, Ambassador Enders identified the two principles of the U.S. 
position, namely that the resolution not prejudge the sovereignty issue and that it not impose an 
unrealistic time-table on negotiations. Within those limits, the United States Government would be 
interested in exploring whether a consensus existed. 

79 Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Country File, Latin America/Central, Argentina (07/16/1982–08/15/1982)
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Aguirre described the substance of the resolution (the text of which was not available at the meeting) 
which he summarized as calling on the parties to renew negotiations on the Falklands dispute, under 
the auspices of the UN Secretary General who would report to the next session of the UNGA. 
Ambassador Enders, commenting that a detailed consideration of the text would be inappropriate at 
this point, noted that it appeared that the introductory paragraphs of the resolution contained language 
which might prejudge the sovereignty issue, and the operative part contained possibly prejudicial 
timing instructions.” 80

August 17th, in London, a representative of the US Embassy talks to Bullard of the Foreign Office. The subject is 

the prospect of a new UN General Assembly resolution calling for negotiations. Bullard is clear on Britain's view.

“They are just not going to happen.” 81

“Streator provided a summary of the meeting, noting that Bullard had stated "that the British intend to 

stonewall in New York." Bullard said that, at the political level in the U.K. Government, "there was no question 

of resuming negotiations with the Argentines for the foreseeable future. Thatcher is unalterably opposed, and 

there is no support within the Tory party, or indeed in the Opposition, for fresh talks." Streator responded: 

"Though I was without instructions, I believed that the British might be taking an unnecessarily stiff position, 

in view of the fact that there is such widespread international support for new talks." Bullard agreed that even 

the Europeans would be clamoring for talks...” 82

August 18th, US Assistant Secretary Enders sends a message to the UK's Minister Onslow in London.

“I believe we understand one another's views on handling the Falklands UN resolution. We recognize 
you are not prepared now to enter into negotiations with Argentina. You should not be pressed to do so. 
For our part, we would not support a resolution which prejudged the question of sovereignty, nor one 
which attempted to impose an unrealistic timetable for future negotiations. Our public position remains 
unchanged …” 83

August 19th, two members of the Falkland Islands' Legislative Council, John Cheek and Anthony Blake, arrive at

the UN's Special Committee on Decolonization meeting in New York to represent the Falkland Islands' people. 

Chairman of the Special Committee, Mr. Abdulla of Trinidad and Tobago, welcomes them. 84

“I wish to welcome among us this Morning Mr. John E. Cheek and Mr. Anthony T. Blake, Councillors 
of the Legislative Council of the Territory. I invite Mr. Cheek to address the Committee.” 

“Messrs Blake and Cheek were chosen by joint councils after the British Foreign Office suggested it would be a 

good idea if the various bodies of the UN could hear first hand about the desires and needs of the 

Falklanders.”85

Venezuela, Cuba and Czechoslovakia immediately object, claiming that, as petitioners, they first had to be 

approved by the Sub-Committee on Petitions. Australia remind the Committee of resolution 1466 (XIV) of 1959 

which promoted the participation of representatives of the NSGTs in the work of the Committee. 86

80 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D820426–0735
81 Quoted in Reagan Library, Dennis C. Blair Files, United Kingdom 1982 (08/01/1982–10/03/1982) citing Telegram 

18181 of August 17, 1982
82 Reagan Library, Dennis C. Blair Files, United Kingdom 1982 (08/01/1982–10/03/1982)
83 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D820430–0045
84 A/AC.109/PV.1223 p.18. See https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/n8260960.pdf 
85 Penguin News August 1982 p.2
86 See https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/1466(XIV) 
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After listening to representations, Chairman Abdulah gives his decision. 87

“I am not going to ask members of the Secretariat to read General Assembly resolution 1466 (XIV), 
although I shall refer to it. I would point out that these two gentlemen are not here as petitioners; they 
are here as representatives of the people of the Territory which we are about to consider. Therefore, the 
question of referring any requests to the Sub-Committee on Petitions, Information and Assistance does 
not arise. That is the practice, has been the practice, and, I hope, will continue to be the practice in this
Committee.” 88

The reservations that follow from Cuba, Bulgaria, Venezuela, Czechoslovakia, Afghanistan and the USSR are 

merely noted for the record, before the Chairman dispenses with any further objections.

# Researcher's Comment: Not petitioners. With this 1982 decision the Chair of the Special Committee on 

Decolonization recognised the representatives of the people of the Falkland Islands. Despite this and the 

applicability of resolution 567 (VII) of 1952, Argentina persists in denying that the Islanders are a people for the 

purposes of self-determination and decolonization.

John Cheek addresses the Decolonization Committee.

“In April of this year we were invaded: out of the blue, by a heavily armed military force of some 
10,000 men. We were told we were colonial remnants, that we had no right to determine our own future 
and that we must come to terms with the idea that all decisions about our living would be taken by 
Argentine military commanders. These ideas seemed to us then and seem to us now preposterous and 
offensive. The only colonialism of which we are aware is that which the Argentines sought to impose on 
us ...” 89

Anthony Blake also speaks.

“The Argentines often told us they had come to protect our interests and rights,. but how do we relate 
that to the behaviour we saw in the time that they occupied the Falklands? Our democratically elected 
representatives were totally ignored. Our right to free speech was subject to restrictions which if broken
would have resulted in long-term prison sentences. … Imposed upon us were restrictions of movement 
and communication which prevented us from going about our daily work… we now hear that the 
Argentines want to negotiate again, but only on the basis that they should have sovereignty over us. We 
know that whatever we think, whatever we say, they regard as irrelevant and that we are to them an 
unfortunate complication in their expansionist policies. Can anyone blame our people for asking us to 
come here and ask this Committee to uphold our right of self-determination, the right to choose...” 90

Councillor Cheek speaks again,

“We have sat down with these people, the Argentines, and talked before. I was here myself in February 
at negotiations with the Argentines as part of the British delegation. We talked in good faith with the 
Argentines, putting before them our wish to determine our own future and at the same time trying to 
understand what they had to say. The atmosphere was reasonable enough. The head of their delegation 
agreed to the joint communique saying the talks had been "cordial and constructive". And then within a
month we faced an armed invasion. …

87 A/AC.109/PV.1223 pp.18-24
88 My emphasis. 
89 A/AC.109/PV.1223 p.27
90 A/AC.109/PV.1223 pp.27-28
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We hope' this Committee will put all its weight behind our desire to make our own decisions about the 
future. … We in the Islands believe passionately in the United Nations ideal of the right to self-
determination. We look to you all to support us in this belief.” 91

The United Kingdom's Representative then addresses the Committee. 

“My Governments co-operation with the Committee of 24 rests, as members well know, on our shared recognition

of the principle of self-determination. In the process of decolonization which successive British Governments have

pursued throughout the lifetime of the United Nations, we have held fast to that principle. … My Government has 

on many occasions this year reiterated its conviction that the principle of self-determination cannot here be held 

"irrelevant" or "inapplicable". The Falkland Islanders are a people. … there has never been any doubt on the 

part of the British Government about our sovereignty. I should like also to re-emphasize that Argentina has at no 

time exercised effective control over the Islands. … We must conclude that the interests of the inhabitants of the 

Territory are far less important to the Government of Argentina than its own nationalist ambitions based not on 

valid claims but on old mythology. What sort of a world would this be if every nation with an historical grudge 

were to seek to reverse, by force of arms, events which have taken place 150 years before? Surely no international

border would be sacrosanct. My Government does not rewrite history. We base ourselves on firm principle. … It 
is inconceivable that we should now return to the negotiating table with Argentina,..” 92

August 20th, the Special Committee on Decolonization defer further consideration of the Falklands until 1983.93

August 23rd, Penguin News reviews the situation in the Falklands; “With barracks still a long way off, most 

troops are living with families in the camp and Stanley, in social halls and clubs, or on some of the sixteen 

large ships at present in Stanley Harbour and Port William. … The frenetic activity of the military continues, 

but one detects a slowing down. Not quite as many helicopters buzz continually between ships and shore, and 

the harbour is not quite as full of cargo-laden barges as it was a few weeks ago. Life is gradually getting back 

to normal, ...” 94

August 25th, the Falklands air service acquires a helicopter.

“Thanks to the efforts of Government Air Service mechanic Vernon Steen, and helpful technicians aboard HMS 

Invincible, an abandoned and partially derelict ex-Argentine Bell Huey helicopter has been made 

serviceable.”95

August 28th, is a display of sea power,

aircraft carriers Invincible and Illustrious

meet.

“Mindful that the Argentine threat was

still present, this great meeting of ships

was brief, and air and submarine attach

watches were not relaxed. The two

carriers cruised at speed alongside each 

other, and crews of both ships paraded

on deck in a mutual salute. At one stage a

91 A/AC.109/PV.1223 p.29
92 A/AC.109/PV.1223 pp.31-36
93 See November. 
94 Penguin News August 23, 1982 p.9
95 Ibid. August 30, 1982 p.1
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destroyer sped towards and between the two carriers, while other ships manoeuvred at speed on each side of 

the group. It was an exercise which could only take place on the high seas, and partly for this reason, partly for

security, it was carried out over one hundred miles east of the Falklands. … The Illustrious arrived on station 

off the Falklands just two weeks after being commissioned. She is outwardly identical to her sister ship, but 

unlike the Invincible is equipped with an airborne early warning system and American Vulcan Phalanx rapid 

fire 20mm cannons, which are thought to be an effective defence against Exocet missiles.” 96

In September – the UK Government eases financial sanctions against Argentina, while Lord Shackleton 

publishes his updated report. This notes the changes that have occurred between 1976 and 1982, and 

recommends a transfer of land ownership to the inhabitants. He also notes the advantages of a 200 mile limit 

and suggests that greater economic emphasis be placed on offshore fishing.

“Lord Shackleton revived his report – which was now accepted as wise and practical, whereas it had been 

shelved only five years before.” 97

September 3rd, Foreign Secretary Pym writes to Secretary Shultz in Washington.

“I have been thinking about the handling of the debate at the United Nations which will result from the 
Mexican initiative … As you know, we are more than willing to live at peace with Argentina and to 
normalize our economic and commercial links as soon as this is possible. But I do not suppose that you 
will be surprised to hear that we shall oppose any call on us to enter into negotiations about the future 
of the Falkland Islands with Argentina. As you know, we had embarked upon a new attempt to reach a 
negotiated settlement when Argentina chose to break off the negotiations and attack us. The physical 
and psychological effects of that attack will be with the Islands for a long time to come, as will the 
constant risks from the mines so indiscriminately scattered by the occupying Argentine forces. The 
personal and economic cost to this country has also been great and neither parliamentary nor public 
opinion would understand if we were to contemplate resuming negotiations in the circumstances that 
now exist. After a reasonable period of reconstruction we shall want to take soundings of Islander 
opinion about the future. I would be surprised if, after what has happened, they opted for any closer 
association with Argentina. Britain will certainly not be prepared to push them in this direction. Given 
our responsibilities towards the people of the territory under the UN Charter, and against the 
background of Argentine insistence that negotiations must lead to a transfer of sovereignty despite the 
Islanders' clear opposition, it would be irresponsible for us to allow others to think that negotiations 
between the UK and Argentina offer a realistic way ahead for the foreseeable future. I believe that our 
position will be widely understood in the many countries which have shown sympathy and 
understanding for us in the events of recent months. The draft resolution which Argentina and Mexico 
have been working on is wholly unacceptable. … I should like to feel sure that the United States will not
consider giving its support to any such text.” 98

September 13th, in a memo, US Secretary Shultz notes.

“At the UN, we support inscribing the Falklands issue on the agenda but will only support a resolution 
on negotiations that does not prejudge Falklands sovereignty or impose an unrealistic timetable on the 
British. This is now a central political theme for Latin America. We have positioned ourselves to gain 
support in the hemisphere while attempting to make sure we are in very close touch with the British 
about their own interests. Francis Pym has asked that we not support any resolution on negotiations. 

96 Penguin News September 6, 1982
97 Gurr 2011
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The European Community countries are expected to turn down a similar request. Led by the French, 
Germans and Italians, the EC may offer to vote for a simple call for negotiations. This is our traditional
position as well. We would find it impossible, from a political and international legal standpoint, to fail 
to support a resolution calling for peaceful settlement. The British will continue to press us. Their 
diplomats seem to understand the political necessity of our position in Latin America but Mrs. Thatcher 
may feel much stronger on this issue than her diplomats. ... We plan very soon to remove the embargo 
on our small pipeline of spare parts and reinstate munitions control sales, hopefully in step with action 
by key European states. The French have resumed deliveries of Mirage aircraft and Exocet missiles. The
Germans have told the Argentines they soon will authorize shipments of naval craft but prefer official 
EC action first to lift the European embargo on military sales. The British remain strongly opposed but 
will not be too surprised.” 99

September 16th, Pym complains to Shultz regarding the renewed supply of military spares to Argentina. 100

In the South Atlantic, Royal navy divers visit the wreck of HMS Coventry to retrieve sensitive material from the 

Captain’s safe – Operation Blackleg. 101

September 17th, questioned about the strength of the British title to the Falkland Islands, the FCO responds.

“... it would be misleading to attach any particular significance to what might appear to be shifts in the 
factors which at any particular time carried most weight in the Government's thinking. Our case is 
based on all the facts and circumstances both before and after 1833. ... With a subject as complicated 
as the history of the Falklands ... it is inevitable that there will be differing and, in some cases, 
conflicting views.” 102

September 23rd, Argentina complains to the UN regarding “harassment” of its fishing vessels by UK aircraft.

September 24th, at the UN, the Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization) states that it is 

prepared to hear from individuals and petitioners regarding the Falklands' question; “... a decision to have the 

question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) considered in plenary meeting was amended, by a recorded vote of

41 to 33, with 24 abstentions, to provide that bodies and individuals interested in the question would be heard 

in the Fourth Committee.” 103 Seventeen Latin-American countries protest the decision.

September 28th, Foreign secretary Pym meets Secretary Shultz.

“Pym rehearsed British objections to an UNGA resolution on the Falklands in familiar but forcefully animated 

terms. Pym asked for help in encouraging the Argentines to agree to a formal end to hostilities and said the UK

could see no point in discussing a resolution for the immediate future. Now is not the time to talk with the 

Argentines about the long term, he argued. The Secretary told Pym that it is difficult for the U.S. to oppose a 

moderate resolution that does not prejudge the sovereignty issue or set an unrealistic deadline for 

negotiations. ...” 104

September 30th, Falkland Islanders compete in the Commonwealth Games for the first time.

99 Ibid p.796. Twenty member states of the UN requested that the Falklands appear on the Assembly's agenda (A/37/193)
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October 2nd, Argentina's Foreign Minister Aguirre Lanari meets with Secretary Shultz in Washington.

“Aguirre said that Argentina, as a government and a nation, was deeply preoccupied by the Malvinas 
war and its far reaching implications. The focus was now on the UN. It was more necessary than ever 
to ask the UN Secretary General to help the parties sit down together to negotiate the future status of 
the Malvinas. ... (The) U.S. posture on this issue was of particular importance, to Argentina and to 
many other countries. Argentina recognized that the U.S. did not want to prejudge the substantive 
question of ultimate sovereignty but he hoped the U.S. would be able to support the Malvinas/Falklands
resolution which had emerged from consultation with many countries. Aguirre then gave the Secretary a
revised text of the Argentine draft resolution … he said, he believed the United States should be able to 
support the resolution, even with our concern that it not prejudge the question of sovereignty. … 
Aguirre asked whether the Secretary had any reaction to the revised text. 

The Secretary said he preferred to review the language carefully prior to making specific comments. 
The Secretary then commented that he had learned that often in such resolutions preambular sections 
were as important as operative ones. In this case, references to NAM105 declarations seemed to have the
effect of prejudging the outcome of the sovereignty issue. Aguirre recognized that possibility but pointed
out that the United States could make a formal declaration at the time of its vote, noting its non-
acceptance of sections of the preamble yet nonetheless voting for the resolution because the operative 
paragraphs were consistent with the U.S. position. In that way, he said, the U.S. vote would not be seen 
as prejudging the sovereignty issue. The Secretary responded that in his experience reservations did not
count for much. In the end, what mattered was how one voted. We would be happy to review the entire 
resolution and to provide the GOA with our views on its contents.” 106

October 3rd, Foreign Office Minister of State, Cranley Onslow, arrives in the Falklands to inspect rehabilitation 

work. At a public meeting, he suggests that not all of Lord Shackleton's recommendations may be implemented. 

Controversially, Onslow appears opposed to any break-up of the Falkland Islands Company. 107

“As an alternative to the sometimes suggested nationalization of the FI Company (who own about 40% of the 

Falklands farming land he seemed to favour small holdings, a scheme that would probably be acceptable to the

present land owners... He clearly felt, in accordance with the Tory policy, that the companies should only part 

with land of their own free will. It seems as though Lord Shackleton may again become a disheartened and 

frustrated man. A status for the Falklands to replace the present colonial system was not suggested. He said 

Falklanders should look for their own identity which is "democratic and rooted in society". A unique 

constitution similar to that of the Channel Islands and the Isle of Mann may be the result. This, in fact, was the 

essence of his message to the Islanders: they should contribute actively to the solution of their own 

problems ...” 108

October 6th, Assistant US Secretary of State Thomas Enders tells Argentina's Ambassador Garcia del Solar that 

the US has “serious problems” with the text of the proposed UN resolution on the Falklands. 109

105 Non-Aligned Movement. This is a forum of nations which are not specifically aligned with, or against, any of the major
powers. Cuba's Fidel Castro was a prominent leader of the movement up until 1979, but declined to criticise Russia's 
Afghanistan adventure. Currently the largest grouping of nations outside the UN.

106 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D820510–0519
107 An event covered by the BBC World journalist Harold Briley, who had reported from Buenos Aires throughout the war.
108 Penguin News October 11, 1982
109 Telegram 283693 to Buenos Aires and USUN, October 8; Department of State, Bureau of European Affairs, United 

Kingdom Political Files, Lot 89D489, Falklands—Telegrams 1982
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October 12th, a Victory Parade is held in London. 110

“As many as 300,000 people lined London streets today to

cheer parading veterans of the Falkland war as Britain

celebrated yet again its successful military campaign in the

South Atlantic. While millions more watched on television,

1,250 uniformed representatives of the 28,000-member task

force marched through the historic financial district with

military bands playing and waves of warplanes whining

overhead. … Undeterred by drizzly weather, the large crowds waved small Union Jacks, cheered and sang 

''Rule, Britannia!'' as the military men swept by, accompanied by tanks and other equipment.” 111

October 18th, Argentina writes to the UN's Secretary-General asking that a document be circulated amongst UN

members - 'Question of the Malvinas Islands and the United Nations General Assembly'. It lays out Argentina's 

perception of the history of the question at the United Nations after 1960.

“... the General Assembly expressly recognized that there was a dispute concerning sovereignty over the
territory and that there were only two parties to the dispute: the Governments of Argentina and of the 
United Kingdom. The Assembly established further that finding a solution to the dispute was the only 
way to bring to an end the colonial- situation in the Malvinas and ruled out the applicability of the right
of self-determination to this particular special case.” 112

October 18th, one Phantom fighter and two Harriers are alerted by early warning radar of the approach of an 

Argentine aircraft, towards the 150 mile defence perimeter.

The Argentine aircraft altered course back to Argentina before it entered the zone, and so the three RAF planes 

did not come into contact with it. It seems likely that the Argentine Air Force were probing defences...” 113

October 22nd, Minister of Defence, John Nott, arrives in the Falkland Islands to inspect the garrison.

October 25th, Prime Minister Thatcher writes to President Reagan.

“We are now approaching a debate on the Falklands at the United Nations General Assembly with the 
vote expected on 4 November. This is, as you will appreciate, of considerable importance to us and I 
wanted to let you know personally how strongly we feel about it. The Argentine draft 2 is wholly 
unacceptable to the British Government and to the British people. It suggests that the maintenance of 
the present status of the Islands is a threat to world peace and must be ended whatever the people of the
Islands may want: it recalls three earlier Argentine-inspired resolutions which were unacceptable to us 
and which the United States also declined to support: it refers to pronouncements of the Non-Aligned 
Movement which prejudged the dispute in Argentina's favour and dismissed the legitimate rights of the 
inhabitants of the Islands: and it calls upon us to resume negotiations. Negotiations were of course in 
progress earlier this year when Argentina launched her military assault on the Islands without 
provocation or warning. Argentina subsequently ignored the appeals and instructions of the Security 
Council. Her action was widely condemned as a breach of the most important provisions of the UN 

110 Sgt. Major Brian Summers and Private Douglas Hansen represented the Falkland Islands Defence Force.
111 London Hails Falkland Victory Anew Steven Rattner in The New York Times October 13, 1982
112 UN Doc A/37/553. At no time has the UN General Assembly stated that the right of self-determination does not apply to

the Falkland Islands NSGT or described it as a 'special case'. A phrase only ever used within the Decolonization 
Committee. For the full document, see https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2022/06/question-of-the-malvinas-
islands-and-the-united-nations-general-assembly-october-18-1982-un-doc-a-37-553.pdf

113 The Penguin News October 25, 1982
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Charter. I am sure that you will understand how offensive it is to us that Argentina now comes before 
the General Assembly to seek a resumption of the negotiations which she herself broke off. The 
hypocrisy of this approach is shown up by the determination of the authorities in Buenos Aires to keep 
open the option of a resumption of hostilities. Moreover it is clear that Argentina still contemplates only
one possible outcome to negotiations with Britain – the transfer of the Islands to Argentina in defiance 
of the wishes of the people. To support her in the coming debate would be to encourage her in this 
unprincipled ambition and thus to set back the cause of peace. There can be no resolution of this issue 
until there is a fundamental change of heart on the part of Argentina. You will understand our insistence
that the principles of the United Nations Charter, including those of self-determination and the non-use 
of force, are as applicable to this as to other international problems.” 114

October 27th, reported in the New York Times.

“Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher told the House of Commons today that the Falkland war against 
Argentina cost Britain about $1.19 billion. Answering a Commons question, Mrs. Thatcher said, ''the 
cost to the defense budget up to the end of September was an estimated 700 million,'' or $1.19 billion. 
She said that $17 million had been allocated for rehabilitation work in the islands in the South 
Atlantic.” 115

October 28th, the sponsors of the proposed Falklands UN resolution meet with US Ambassador Kirkpatrick.

“They explained and emphasized their conviction that the U.S. vote would have a large effect in healing
or exacerbating U.S. relations with Latin America. Amb. Kirkpatrick assured them she understood their
views but noted that the U.S. position was not yet decided; and said she had found the British to be 
strongly opposed to any resolution that proposes negotiations. The Ambassador stated that, while she 
would be very happy to raise the Latin concerns with the British, she was not optimistic that we would 
have any influence.” 116

“... representatives of the Governments of Peru, Argentina, Mexico, Ecuador, and Brazil met with Kirkpatrick, 

on behalf of the UN resolution's 20 Latin American sponsors, to request (A) a U.S. vote in favor of the 

Falklands resolution, (B) U.S. good offices to persuade the British to forego amendments and keep the 

parliamentary situation in the UNGA Plenary as simple as possible.” 117

October 29th, Britain's responds to Argentina's letter of the 20th. 118

“The annex to the letter … claims in three places that the General Assembly has "ruled out the 
applicability of the right of self-determination to this particular special case." The decisions in question
are the Committee of 24's conclusions and recommendations of 13 November 1964 and the General 
Assembly's resolution 2065 (XX) of 16 December 1965 and 3160 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973. 
However, it will be seen from the texts themselves (reproduced in annex II to the Argentine document) 
that none of them contains anything to support the Argentine allegation. In fact, all three decisions 
draw their inspiration from resolution 1514 (XV),  which declares in its operative paragraph 2 that: 
"All peoples have the right to self-determination."...”

114 Reagan Library, Roger W. Fontaine Files, [Falklands 11/01/1982–11/14/1982]
115 Freedman (Britain and the Falklands War (Making Contemporary Britain) 1988) estimates the cost of Operation 

Corporate to have been £1.5 billion. Replacing lost equipment then adds some £1, 278 million, which includes the 
replacement of four Type 22 frigates, replacement aircraft and lost equipment. 

116 Comments by the US Mission to the UN quoted in Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D820562–0058
117 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D820562–0058
118 UN A/37/582
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On the same day a cross-party group of British MPs, arrive in the Falkland islands.

“At the Press conference the ten men were unanimous in the opinion that the British commitment to the Islands

would not be allowed to decline, and sovereignty of the Islands would never be bargained  away.” 119

October 30th, further amendments to the proposed UN resolution are handed to the US Mission in New York. 

America's Department of State indicates its approval and authorises Kirkpatrick to tell the resolution's sponsors 

that the USA will support it.

October 31st, the Buenos Aires Herald reports that Nobel Peace Prize winner (1980) Perez Esquivel hopes to 

visit the Falkland Islands to search for survivors of the ARA General Belgrano  that he believes are detained 

there. 120

November 1st, Washington instructs its Embassy in London to deliver an unsigned message from President 

Reagan to the British Prime Minister. 

“Dear Margaret: I have given careful consideration to the issues raised by your letter of October 25. I 
understand the importance to you of the United Nations resolution on the Falklands, and appreciate 
your concerns. When we were first approached by the Argentine representatives on their proposed 
resolution, we made very clear our objection to much of its content. They were the same objections 
which your letter identifies. We emphasized that the United States could not accept any resolution 
which prejudged the questions of sovereignty or the outcome of any negotiation. We further stressed 
that we could not support any resolution with unrealistic deadlines on negotiations or other processes 
of peaceful settlement. Argentina, however, now proposes to delete references to the Non-Aligned 
Movement's communiques which specifically prejudge the question of sovereignty, to reaffirm expressly 
principles of the UN Charter concerning non-use of force in international relations, and to make other 
changes which make the resolution more moderate. While the revised version suggests negotiations at 
an earlier rather than later date, we do not consider this to be a strict deadline.

We conclude that the resolution in its revised form does not legally prejudice the position of either party
in the dispute. 

The United Kingdom is justifiably concerned that there was no reference to the recent hostilities or to 
self-determination in the resolution. The most recent revisions to the draft expressly refer to the 
cessation of hostilities and the intention of the parties not to renew them, coupled with reaffirmation of 
the principles of non- use of force and peaceful resolution of disputes. The United States assumes that 
any negotiations undertaken by the United Kingdom and Argentina would necessarily take into account
the views of the Falkland Islanders. The reference to Resolution 1514 of the General Assembly 
underscores the principle of self-determination, and the revised draft now expressly refers to the 
necessity of taking the interests of the Islanders into account. Our support for your position during the 
hostilities was based on our strong belief that disputes between countries should be resolved peacefully 
and in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter. 

We continue to hold that belief and support your position that any solution to the problem must be 
accomplished in the context of all relevant elements of the UN Charter. We do not believe, however, that
the resolution, as currently written, prejudices that position and consider that it is moderately positive 
in reaffirming the fundamental obligations of the Charter concerning the non-use of force. For these 
reasons we believe it reasonable now to vote for the substantially modified resolution. 

119 Penguin News November 8, 1982 
120 Belgrano had been sunk on May 2, 1982, south of the Falkland Islands.
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We understand your reluctance to enter into negotiations when loss of life remains fresh in everyone's 
mind. We can appreciate your desire for a cooling off period and more concrete evidence from 
Argentina that it will not resort again to further use of force. Nevertheless, we believe it is important 
that the options of negotiations or other means of peaceful settlement not be foreclosed, particularly in 
light of the fact that the Government of Argentina now suggesting negotiations is a different one from 
the one which launched the aggression. Margaret, I know how you have anguished over this conflict 
from the beginning. Your courage and leadership throughout have been a source of deep personal 
inspiration to me. I count it as a privilege to have been able to support you and Britain at this critical 
moment. You may be absolutely confident that I would do it all again the same way.” 121

November 2nd, Thatcher responds to the US President's letter. 

“I received your message about the Falklands just as I was going into a meeting of my Cabinet this 
morning. I discussed it with my colleagues and I must tell you at once that we are utterly dismayed by 
its contents. If the United States votes for a resolution on the lines of the Argentine draft, you will 
encourage the Argentines in their ambition to secure the transfer of sovereignty over the Falklands to 
themselves, against the wishes of the inhabitants. Their sole purpose in putting forward this draft is to 
further that ambition. The resolution misrepresents the situation completely. It mocks the concept of 
self-determination by saying that the “interests” of the Falkland Islanders will be “taken duly into 
account”. It retains references to previous resolutions which prejudge the issue. It calls for early 
negotiations but you and all our friends know why negotiations are not bellicose statements by 
representatives of the Argentine regime. You rightly refer to the staunch support which you gave us 
during the conflict in the South Atlantic. I remain deeply grateful. May I say that we have also 
supported you at the UN and elsewhere in matters of prime concern to the United States. The vote on 
this Argentine resolution is a matter of prime concern to Britain. That is why I must make an urgent and
personal appeal to you to think again. A vote by the United States for the resolution would be received 
here with incomprehension. Worse, it would be seen as an affront to the government and the people of 
Britain and to me personally. I cannot believe that you would consider delivering such a blow to the 
right of self-determination which means so much to the democracies of the free world. I had greatly 
hoped that you would vote against this hypocritical text. But if you cannot, I must ask you, with all we 
have done together in mind, at least to abstain.” 122

President Reagan sends a further message to Thatcher.

“I have just received your message and would like to respond immediately, given the importance of the 
issue to both of us. I fully understand that negotiations are not acceptable to you, having just paid so 
much in blood and treasure to repulse the Argentine invasion. We have no intention to press you – or to 
see you be pressed – into negotiations before you are ready. Equally, we have no intention to take a 
position on the substance of the matter that is in any way prejudicial to your position on the questions 
of sovereignty and self-determination. Indeed Resolution 1514 contains stronger references to self-
determination than it does to the principle the Argentines proclaim, "territorial integrity." 

Margaret, my country has always supported you and always will in defeating any effort to solve the 
Falklands dispute by force. You know that we have always been neutral on the question of sovereignty. 
And we have always favored peaceful solution of the issue by negotiation. I am well aware that it was 
the Argentines that interrupted negotiations by attacking the Islands. But I do not think that in itself is 

121 Reagan Library, Dennis C. Blair Files, United Kingdom 1982 (10/04/1982 – 11/01/1982)
122 Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Head of State File, United Kingdom: Prime Minister Thatcher Cables(1)
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reason not to support a solution by negotiations sometime in the future. It is hard for the United States 
to have any other position. Reading your message, I believe more weight ought to be given to the text of 
the resolution as it now stands. The Brazilian amendments have made it much less objectionable. It was
on the basis of this new text that my colleagues informed Argentina and other sponsors that we would 
support it. In particular, the references to de facto cessation of hostilities and the intention of the 
partners not to renew them takes us a good ways towards the formal renunciation of hostilities we both 
have been working for, although I would agree with you that they are not equivalent. 

At the time of the vote, our representative will put clearly on record our views that force must not be 
used again to solve the dispute, that the underlying question of sovereignty is not and cannot be 
prejudiced by the resolution, and that the aspirations of the Islanders must be taken into account. I am 
truly sorry that we disagree on this matter and for my part will do everything in my power to make sure 
this resolution is not abused. You may be confident that the United States will continue to abide by the 
jointly shared principles which guided both our countries through the Falklands crisis to its successful 
conclusion.” 123

At the UN, the Fourth Committee, in receipt of the report of the Special Committee on Decolonization, considers 

questions relative to the Falkland Islands. Panamanian Ambassador Ozores Typaldos speaks. 124

“... said that he wished to make a statement on behalf of the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela. …

3. With reference to the Assembly’s decision to permit petitioners currently resident in the Malvinas 
Islands to be heard by the Fourth Committee, the 20 Latin American States wished to place on record 
that the original population of the Islands were Argentines who had been expelled when the Islands had
been occupied, illegally and by force, in 1833; since that year, Argentines had not been permitted to 
become permanent residents of the Territory. 

4. In those circumstances those who currently inhabited the Malvinas Islands did not have the 
legitimate relationship with the Territory necessary to have the right to self-determination. The Latin 
American countries… considered that the current residents of the Territory, including the petitioners, 
did not meet the standards laid down by the United Nations to be entitled to that right. 

Such was indeed basically the position of the General Assembly, which, in its three resolutions on the 
question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), had stipulated that the only way in which the Territory 
could be decolonized was by solving the sovereignty dispute between Argentina and the United 
Kingdom and that the Governments of those two States were the only parties to that dispute.” 125

Falklands Councillors Cheek and Blake are called before the Committee. MLA Cheek speaks first. 126

“All that the Islanders asked was to be able to continue to live their lives as they chose. They had 
always believed that they had the right to determine their own future just like any other people in the 
world.” 

123 Reagan Library, Dennis C. Blair Files, United Kingdom 1982 (11/02/1982). Secret; Flash. Sent in telegram WH07645 
from the White House to the Cabinet Office via Cabinet Office channels.

124 For the full session, see https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/n8257231.pdf 
125 UN Document A/C.4/37/SR.12 p.2
126 UN Document A/C.4/37/SR.12 p.4.

34

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/n8257231.pdf


MLA Blake follows.

“The effects of the Argentine invasion were still with the islanders and it would be some time before the
Territory could recover from the material damage, quite apart from the emotional strain on the 
inhabitants. … The Argentines had always said that they respected the interests of the islanders. 
Everything they had done during their occupation of the Islands showed that they either had no 
concern for the interests of the islanders or else that they had rather a strange interpretation of island 
interests.” 127

MLA Cheek concludes.

“… he appealed to the delegations of Latin America, which might feel that, as a matter of solidarity, they should 

support the Argentine claim – one which would make his country an Argentine colony~ The Falkland Islands, 

however, were no more part of Argentina than were Chile, Uruguay, Paraguay or Bolivia.” 128

Petitioners speaking for Argentina include an Islander, Alexander (Alexandro) Jacob Betts. 129

“He expressed the hope that his personal observations might serve to demonstrate that the case, as 
previously presented to the United Nations, was not supported by all the islanders. … Argentina had 
come to the Islands as a liberator to free the islanders from British colonialism but, in so doing, it had 
made an error of judgement in failing to understand that the intransigent islanders were not prepared 
to compromise their colonial status. ...The United Kingdom should pledge to negotiate and to make 
Argentina's arguments available to the islanders, including the list of guarantees that Argentina had 
presented in every round of negotiations. To his knowledge, that list had never been made public in the 
Islands, nor had the islanders been properly informed of Argentina's request, early in 1981, that they 
should produce their own list of guarantees. ...He believed that if the United Nations was to maintain 
its credibility, it must urge the parties to the dispute to return to the negotiating table.” 130

“The Argentine Government, surprised to be met in the UN several weeks ago by a small delegation of 

Islanders who were there to plead their case for self-determination, made a similar move last month, when 

four Islanders (two of whom had defected to Argentina during the latter days of the war) addressed the 

General Assembly supporting Argentina. Alex Betts and Reynold Reid left the Falklands aboard an Argentine 

hospital ship only days before the surrender, and took refuge in Argentina. Mr. Reid was not born in the 

Islands, and is believed to be Chilean of British descent. He had, however, lived in the Islands for many 

years...Mr Betts, who is an Islander, told the Assembly "now the Islanders must accept change and adapt". 

Two locally born women who several years ago married Argentine citizens and went to live in that country, 

had also been brought to the UN to add human aspect to the Argentine argument.” 131

At the same time that the Fourth Committee is listening to petitioners, the UN’s General Assembly is also sitting 

in plenary session to consider the same subject. 132

127 UN Document A/C.4/37/SR.12 p.5
128 UN Document A/C.4/37/SR.12 p.7. The two MLA’s were then subjected to a question and answer session.
129 Betts had fled to Argentina after the war; abandoning his pregnant wife and children. He was suspected of having spied 

for Buenos Aires prior to the 1982 invasion, after forming a relationship with a member of the LADE staff. Granted 
Argentine citizenship, Betts continued to appear regularly as a petitioner for Argentina up until his death in March 2020. 
cf. 2014

130 UN Document A/C.4/37/SR.12 pp.18-19
131 Penguin News November 8, 1982
132 UN A/37/PV.51. Full November 2nd session document here – https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/nov-

2-1982-ga-plenary-nl860473.pdf The General Assembly’s consideration went on to November 4th. The documents – 
A/37/PV.52, A/37/PV.53, A/37/PV.54 &  A/37/PV.55 – are available online at the UN.
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Argentina’s Foreign Minister, Aguirre Lanari, addresses the General Assembly: 

“After 17 years of fruitless bilateral negotiations undertaken pursuant to General Assembly resolutions, through 

which my country proved its flexibility and good will, expressly recognized by the United Nations, we must 

return today to request again the attention of the Assembly,.. we Argentines and our Latin American brothers feel

particularly offended by the fact that there should still exist a colonial enclave in our very continent especially 

since the Assembly has labelled colonialism in all its manifestations as a crime against mankind and has laid 

down the legal obligation for all Members of the international community to cooperate in bringing it to an end. 

That is also why those 20 Latin American countries, founding Members of the United Nations, requested at the 

appropriate time the inclusion of the item on the question of the Malvinas Islands in the agenda, and today 

submit draft resolution A/37/L.3/Rev.l to the General Assembly. This draft resolution is based on the premise that

the maintenance of colonial situations is incompatible with the United Nations ideal of universal peace, and its 

purpose is that the Governments of Argentina and of the United Kingdom should resume negotiations with a 

view to finding, as soon as possible, a peaceful settlement to this dispute over sovereignty. … What can never 
be accepted, unless we admit to absolute failure which would lead us to the depths of frustration, is 
the perpetuation of age old plundering in the name of universally supported principles through 
rejection of negotiations which would guarantee legitimate interests. There would be no losers in such
negotiations, for the only winners would be harmony, justice and peace.”

In response, the UK’s representative, Sir John Thomson tells the meeting that, inter alia:

“I was most struck by the fact that in the long and detailed speech of the Foreign Minister of Argentina 
there was no reference to the invasion of the Falkland Islands in April; there were only references to 
British aggression… And then we come to the Falkland Islanders. It was significant that the Foreign 
Minister of Argentina took such pains in his statement to repeat so frequently that there were only two 
parties to the dispute: the United Kingdom and Argentina. Is that really true? It does seem that in one of
these changes at this late stage, Argentina has been prevailed upon to acknowledge the existence of the 
Falklanders. But is there anything in the revision about their wishes or anything about the right to self-
determination? Not one word. I repeat what I have a\ready said: for the United Kingdom, it is not 
acceptable that our clear obligations towards the Falkland Islanders under Article 73 of the Charter 
should be smudged and blurred into an offhand phrase about taking "due account" of their interests. 
What a far cry from a clear affirmation of the principle of self-determination enshrined in the Charter 
and in the practice of the United Nations. … In short, my delegation's objection to this revised draft 
resolution is, above all, that it fails to acknowledge that at the heart of this dispute, which, 
unfortunately, exists between the United Kingdom and Argentina, there are people. Indeed, the most 
important parties in this dispute are the inhabitants of the Falkland Islands.”

“In the draft the General Assembly would take into account the de facto cessation of hostilities and the express 

intention of the parties not to renew them, reaffirm the need for the parties to take due account of the interests 

of the population of the Falkland Islands, in accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 

2065 (XX) and 3160 (XXVIII), request the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom to resume 

negotiations in order to find a peaceful solution to the sovereignty dispute relating to the Falkland Islands, and

request the Secretary-General, inter alia, to continue to use his good offices to that end. … The representative of

the United Kingdom objected to the draft in part because it insufficiently recognised the rights of the people of 

the Falklands. He said that in accepting its obligations under Article 73, which the United Kingdom had done 

since the adoption of General Assembly resolution 66(I) of 14 December 1946 … his Government had 

recognised the principle that the interests of the inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories were 

paramount … A number of delegations supporting the argument of the representative of Argentina explained 
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why in their view the principle of territorial integrity superseded that of self-determination in the present case 

… During the vote on the draft resolution, however, numerous delegations also expressed reservations about 

the draft on the grounds that it contained insufficient reference to the rights or interests of the population of 

the territory.” 133

“The national representatives at the United Nations had an entirely false idea of the "original population"; 

many must have imagined there had been a long-established population of Argentinians in the islands. The 

delegations at the UN remained unaware that in January 1833 not a single person had been in the islands for 

even as much as 5 years,..” 134

November 4th, Thatcher responds to Reagan's letter of the 2nd. 

“I delayed replying to your message of 2 November about the Falklands until my Cabinet meeting this 
morning. My colleagues and I have now discussed it and I want you to know our unanimous view. The 
British people would see your vote for this resolution as an American decision to support Argentina 
against Britain, to support a dictatorship against the home of democracy. The issue of self-
determination is at the heart of Western democracy. Nothing could be more fundamental. The Falkland 
Islanders want to stay British. The object of these Argentine manoeuvres at the UN is simply to start a 
process which will deny them that choice. Negotiations? Argentina simply wants to achieve by 
negotiation what it failed to achieve by military aggression which cost so many young lives. … if 
America votes in the way you propose, my task will be immeasurably harder. I know very well how 
difficult a change would be for you now, with all the publicity that has been given to your intentions. 
But the free world would understand and applaud a decision to abstain. I do urge you to look at this 
again urgently and personally. So much depends on it.” 135

At the United Nations, the US Deputy Representative addresses the General Assembly. 

“… in calling on the parties to negotiate, let us not forget, Mr. President, that these islands are and 
have been for generations the home of a small, but resolute, population of island people. The United 
States assumes that negotiations under taken by the United Kingdom and Argentina must necessarily 
take into account the aspirations of the Falkland Islanders. In supporting this resolution, the United 
States affirms that this dispute, like all others, should be settled by discussion and never by force and 
that the fate of peoples should never be settled without due account being taken of their views, values, 
interests, and rights.” 136

With the debate concluded, the General Assembly adopts Resolution 37/9 by 90 votes to 12 against, with 52 

abstentions. 137

“Having considered the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas),

Aware that the maintenance of colonial situations is incompatible with the United Nations ideal of 
universal peace,

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 2065 (XX) of 16 December 1965, 3160 
(XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 and 31/49 of 1 December 1976, 

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 502 (1982) of 3 April 1982 and 505 (1982) of 26 May 1982,

133 Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs: Supplement 6 vol.5 Arts 73-91 of the Charter 1 Jan 1979-31 Dec 1984
134 Falklands Facts and Fallacies: The Falkland Islands in History and International Law Graham 2020 p.322
135 Reagan Library, William P. Clark Files, Falklands War (UN/Kirkpatrick/Haig) 06/06/1982–11/04/1982
136 U.S. Mission to the United Nations Press Release USUN–112(82).
137 See https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/37/9 
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Taking into account the existence of a de facto cessation of hostilities in the South Atlantic and the 
expressed intention of the parties not to renew them.

Reaffirming the need for the parties to take due account of the interests of the population of the 
Falkland Islands (Malvinas) in accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 2065 
(XX) and 3160 (XXVIII),

Reaffirming also the principles of the Charter of the United Nations on the non-use of force or the 
threat of force in international relations and the peaceful settlement of international disputes,

1. Requests the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland to resume negotiations in order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the sovereignty
dispute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands.

2. Requests the Secretary-General, on the basis of the present resolution, to undertake a renewed 
mission of good offices in order to assist the parties in complying with the request made in paragraph 1 
above, and to take the necessary measures to that end...” 138

“The price of victory was high: Argentina paid more than 200 million dollars ... and in some cases it paid in 

kind (wheat)" 139

“... a draft resolution (A/37/L.3/Rev.1) was presented and voted on; it was passed by the General Assembly ..., 

and duly became UN Resolution 37/9, which merely "Requests the Governments of Argentina and the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to resume negotiations in order to find as soon as possible a 

peaceful solution to the sovereignty dispute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)". In 

other words, Resolution 2065 was merely repeated, as if the Falklands War had not happened.” 140

“The central starting point of the radical government was United Nations General Assembly Resolution 

A/RES/37/9 adopted on 4 November 1982. Indeed, among other points, the resolution maintains that the 

Malvinas War did not alter the validity or nature of the dispute over the sovereignty of the islands between 

Argentina and the United Kingdom and that it is still pending negotiation and settlement. In other words, the 

United Kingdom's military victory over Argentina gave it no rights over the Malvinas.” 141

A number of UN members place their reasoning on record.

“In explanation of vote, absence in the text of an explicit reference to the principle of self-determination or 

respect for the freely expressed wishes of the inhabitants of the Falkland Islands was cited by many, among 

them Antigua and Barbuda, Fiji, the Gambia and Solomon Islands, which voted against; Jamaica, Lesotho, 

Norway, Sweden and Zaire, which abstained; and Liberia, which voted in favour. New Zealand voted 

negatively, and the Netherlands abstained, saying that the Islanders were entitled to have a say in their own 

future. … Belgium, abstaining, said the text should have referred not only to the interests but also to the 

aspirations of the Islanders. Botswana, Ghana, Israel and the United States, supporting the text, and Sweden, 

abstaining, said the negotiations should take into account the Islanders’ rights and aspirations. Australia, 

abstaining, said the text referred to the rights of the inhabitants in a highly qualified way... Saint Lucia, 

abstaining, was not convinced that the argument against self-determination was valid in respect of the time-

138 Operative paragraphs 3 and 4 refer to monitoring by the Secretary-General and the question being raised again in 1983.
139 1982: Los documentos secretos de la guerra Malvinas/Falklands y el derrumbe del pro Juan B. Yofre 2011
140 Falklands Facts and Fallacies: The Falkland Islands in History and International Law Graham Pascoe 2020 p.324
141 La Cuestión Malvinas: una hoja de ruta. Herramientas para la política exterior argentina Agustín Romero 2020
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frame in question. ... Mexico, on the other hand, asserted that the text did not expressly affirm the background 

information in support of the legitimacy of Argentina’s claim over the Islands. … Luxembourg called the right 

to self-determination a corollary of the principle of decolonization, and Australia asserted that it was 

Argentina, not Britain, that was attempting to impose an alien rule.” 142

The US representative makes a long speech giving his country’s reasons for supporting the resolution. 143

“The United States would not have voted for any resolution which prejudged the question of 
sovereignty or the outcome of negotiations. We have never taken a position on the question of 
sovereignty and we do not do so now. We conclude, however, that the resolution before us does not 
legally prejudice the position of either Argentina or the United Kingdom and, in fact, opens the way 
towards negotiations in good faith and without any pre-ordained result. … In supporting this 
resolution, the United States affirms that this dispute, like all others, should be settled by discussion 
and never by force and that the fate of peoples should never be settled without due account being taken 
of their views, values, interests, and rights.” 

The USA also issues a separate press release.

“... in calling on the parties to negotiate, let us not forget, … that these islands are and have been for 
generations the home of a small, but resolute, population of island people. The United States assumes 
that negotiations undertaken by the United Kingdom and Argentina must necessarily take into account 
the aspirations of the Falkland Islanders.” 144

At the same time, President Reagan sends a personal message to Prime Minister Thatcher.

“Reading your message … I realize that our understanding of these events is indeed quite different. I 
can assure you, Margaret, that the United States did not make a decision to support Argentina against 
Britain, or to support dictatorship against democracy. Neither did we abandon the principle of self-
determination. We reaffirmed our support for a negotiated settlement to a long-standing conflict. We 
have supported the principle of negotiation throughout this long, difficult dispute. It is the principle to 
which Britain herself has adhered for so many years with regard to this and other disputes. Certainly, 
we will never alter our view that a people must ultimately determine their own future and certainly we 
mean this with regard to the people on the Falklands. Finally, you and I have supported each other in 
the past because of our shared faith in the Anglo-American relationship and our shared commitment to 
the same fundamental principles and values. I feel sure neither you nor I will abandon those principles 
and values nor the effort to help our peoples understand their application in this complex, difficult 
world. I assure you we stand as firmly with you on the principles of non-use of force, of negotiation and
self-determination as ever.” 145

“My first encounter with Prime Minister Thatcher's ambassador in Washington, Sir Oliver Wright , was 

stormy. I had persuaded President Reagan that we should vote in favor of a balanced UN resolution on the 

Falklands. Although our consultations had let her know what was coming and our negotiations produced a 

resolution she could live with, Margaret Thatcher was furious. We voted with Argentina and the rest of the 

Western Hemisphere for a resolution that she opposed. Her ambassador, on instructions, read me off like a 

142 UN Yearbook 1982
143 UN A/37/PV.55 p.959
144 US Press Release USUN 112 – (82) Nov 4 1982
145 Reagan Library, William P. Clark Files, Falklands War (UN/Kirkpatrick/Haig) 06/06/1982–11/04/1982
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sergeant would a recruit in a Marine Corps boot camp. I felt Mrs Thatcher was wrong to oppose us for taking 

a reasonable position on a critical issue in our neighborhood. And Wright was wrong to lay it on so thick. I 

worried that President Reagan would be alarmed at Margaret Thatcher's reaction, but I found that he, too, 

was getting a little fed up with her imperious attitude on this matter.” 146

November 5th, speaking in Parliament, Britain's Foreign Secretary says that; “ .. we cannot accept a call for 

negotiations on sovereignty after an unprovoked attempt to force the issue by invasion.”

November 11th, a corporal of the 69 Gurkha Engineer Squadron is killed in an explosion near the Darwin Road, 

in the Falkland Islands.

November 12th, a Falklands War Victory Parade is held in Plymouth.

November 15th, in New York, the United Nations adopts resolution 37/10 approving, by consensus, the Manila 

Declaration on the peaceful settlement of disputes; the result of work by the Special Committee on the Charter 

of the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization. The declaration calls upon 

every State to settle its international disputes exclusively by peaceful means. 147

“2. Every State shall settle its international disputes exclusively by peaceful means in such manner that
international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered. ...

Declares that nothing in the present Declaration could in any way prejudice the right to self-
determination, freedom and independence, as derived from the Charter, of peoples forcibly deprived of 
that right and referred to in the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly 
Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, 
particularly peoples under colonial and racist regimes or other form of alien domination;...”

“Although an obligation to negotiate may be highly desirable, it appears that at present there is no general 

obligation imposed on states, applicable in all situations of dispute or disagreement, to enter into negotiations 

as a matter of customary or conventional international law.” 148

November 18th, US Secretary of State, George Shultz, addressing the annual assembly of the Organisation of 

American States, calls upon the UK and Argentina to negotiate over the Falkland Islands. The OAS final 

resolution then also calls for talks. 

“Resolves: 1. To express its support of Resolution 37/9 of November 4, 1982, of the Thirty seventh 
General Assembly of the United Nations, in which the governments of Argentina and the United 
Kingdom are requested to resume negotiations aimed at seeking a peaceful solution to the sovereignty 
dispute as soon as possible, and the Secretary-General is requested to use his good offices to assist the 
parties in carrying out the aforementioned resolution. 2. To exhort the parties to the dispute to carry 
out that resolution. …” 149

“On the Falklands, the United States has decided over Britain's opposition to support Argentina's demand for 

negotiations. That is a conciliatory gesture apparently meant to overcome the anti-American sentiment that 

welled up throughout Latin America when the United States backed Britain during the war in the South 

Atlantic last spring.” 150

146 Cold War: The “Special Relationship” (Shultz memoirs) at the Margaret Thatcher Foundation
147 See https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/37/10  Also - https://research.un.org/en/docs/ga/quick/regular/76
148 The Obligation to Negotiate in International Law: Rules and Realities Martin A. Rogoff 1994 p.153
149 OAS General Assembly, Twelfth Regular Session, Washington, D.C., November 15–21, 1982: Proceedings 

(Washington: OAS General Secretariat, 1982), vol. I (OEA/Ser.P/XII.0.2), p. 27
150 The Washington Post November 18, 1982
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November 22nd, France delivers Super Éntendard fighter aircraft and Exocet missiles to Argentina. 151

“Mrs Thatcher was reported to be furious that France had resumed its arms supply to Argentina, which has 

not yet formally acknowledged that the conflict is over. Although the Argentine Government has agreed that 

there is a de facto cessation of hostilities, there has been no guarantee that the new Exocets with their 

sophisticated launching aircraft will not be used against British naval ships.” 152

November 24th, in Argentina, a secret assessment of the war is provided to Commander-in-Chief Maj. Gen. 

Nicolaides by Maj. Gen Calvi.

“The fundamental mistake of invading the islands is attributed to faulty intelligence and reasoning. The 
Argentine army, the report concluded, is structured and trained to fight a neighboring South American 
adversary and thus, had no chance against the UK. The estimate that the UK would not fight was a very
serious miscalculation. As a result, senior officers sent to the islands were chosen for their 
administrative and technical capabilities and knowledge of English rather than for their ability to 
command combat troops.” 153

November 29th, a nuclear powered submarine, HMS Courageous, arrives off San Carlos. 154

December 8th, Foreign Secretary Francis Pym considers Lord Shackleton's updated report in the Commons.

“The Government agree with the broad conclusions of Lord Shackleton's report and are ready to 
support action by the Falkland Islands Government in the following major areas covered by his 
recommendations: A Falkland Islands Development Agency should be established. This would be 
provided with funds to buy land on the open market, and to divide it into smaller holdings. It would also
have powers to make loans and grants towards the cost of a number of small-scale development 
projects. The Islands' agricultural research centre, the Grasslands Trials Unit should be expanded; 
There should be a feasibility study on an improved harbour complex, including a new deep-water jetty; 
The Stanley-Darwin road should be completed and the existing network of tracks should be improved; A
pilot scheme for salmon-ranching and a survey of shellfish resources should be established; hotel and 
guest house facilities upgraded; and cottage industry skills developed. 

Although they were not specifically covered in Lord Shackleton's report, we believe that urgent action 
should also be taken to improve the water supply and sewerage system in Port Stanley, and to study the 
requirements for future electricity generation and distribution, and the telephone system in the islands. 
The following proposals made by Lord Shackleton in our view require further study: Exploratory 
offshore fishing and the establishment of a 200-mile fisheries limit: the implications of such a limit, not 
least its policing, and the degree of commercial interest in fishing need to be carefully assessed. 
Expansion of tourism: this will depend to a large extent on the establishment of commercial air links. …

Lord Shackleton proposed expenditure of between £30 million and £35 million. My tentative estimate is 
that the programme that I have outlined would cost about £31 million over six years. The Government 
also propose to make available a further £5 million for civilian rehabilitation, in addition to the £10 
million announced in July. 

151 Argentina (French Arms Sales) HC Deb 22 November 1982 vol 32 cc583-6. Between 1982 and 1984 another nine 
aircraft, with a missile for each, were delivered. Completing an order that predated the conflict. 

152 Penguin News November 21, 1982
153 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, P820172–0851
154 In full view of the Press, a message was clearly being sent.
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The islands' economy will inevitably be affected by the presence of a sizeable military garrison there, 
and by the outcome of the Government's present studies into the feasibility and cost of establishing a 
better airfield on the islands. ... We have restored the freedom of the Falkland Islanders and shall 
continue to do what is necessary to guarantee their future security.” 155

December 11th, HMS Hermes visits Brest, France.

“In Brest, British sailors from HMS Hermes, on a goodwill visit, were involved in fighting with locals while 

discussing the role of the Exocet in the Falklands War.” 156

December 16th, US Secretary George Shultz visits Downing Street for a meeting with Prime Minister Margaret 

Thatcher; “Mrs. Thatcher ... made it clear that the Falklands are still a serious issue in British politics. She said 

that the UK was not prepared to enter into negotiations with Argentina at this time, nor to discuss the question

of sovereignty. She argued that the Islands were too small to become independent, that the inhabitants are 

British, and that UK control offered strategic advantages for NATO. I restated our position – the Falklands 

issue should be settled by negotiation rather than by force of arms.” 157

“On Thursday afternoon, December 16, 1982 – some seven months after that visit – I landed in London, the last

stop on my European swing. When I arrived at Number 10 Downing Street the next day for my first meeting 

as secretary of state with Margaret Thatcher, I was apprehensive that I would run into an argument about the

Falklands. Again, she met me at the door. We sat and talked in a living room where a fire burned brightly. The 

Falklands were on her mind, and she spoke of their strategic significance. What if the Panama Canal were to 

be closed, requiring shipping to go "around the Horn," as in clipper-ship days? The location of the Falklands in 

the shipping lanes of the South Atlantic would then be vital. I thought that was far-fetched, but there was no 

point arguing about it. I agreed with our decision to support her, but I felt it was time to repair the damage 

done to our interests in South America. I stated my views firmly; she listened, but not sympathetically. … The 

special relationship between America and Britain was going to be stronger than ever, I felt, because it was 

flanked by the Reagan-Thatcher personal relationship, which was as close as any imaginable between two 

major leaders.” 158

Britain's government commission a firm of undertakers to search out and consolidate all of the Argentine war 

graves at a single site outside Port Stanley. Where an identity is unknown, the grave is to be marked simply - 

“Soldado Argentino Solo Conocido Por Dios (An Argentine Soldier Only Known by God)” 159

Argentina’s Air Force Commander Hughes, a member of the governing Junta, gives, on behalf of his Corps; “its 

solemn promise to recover our southern archipelago.” Major Doughlin of Argentina’s Fifth Army Corps, claims 

that they are; “… getting ready for another war, profiting by the situations already experienced.” 160

In the last act of the year, the Corbeta Uruguay base on Southern Thule in the South Sandwich Islands is visited 

by HMS Hecate. Discovering that the Union Jack has been removed and an Argentine flag raised in its place, the 

base is completely destroyed.

155 HC Deb 08 December 1982 vol.33 cc851-60 
156 Portrait of the Week The Spectator December, 1982. See July, 1982
157 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, N820010–0095
158 Cold War: The “Special Relationship” (Shultz memoirs) at the Margaret Thatcher Foundation
159 123 of the 237 graves were subsequently marked thus. cf. 2017
160 The Falkland Islands, 5th Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee Session 1983-1984 HC 268 25.10.1984. para.30
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1983 – January 1st, the British Nationality (Falkland Islands) Act 1983 takes effect. 161

“Baroness Vickers' Nationality Act Amendment Bill, which was tabled in the House of Lords... has been 

successful, and as Mrs. Thatcher's Government has announced that they will not oppose the progress of the 

Bill, full citizenship for all Falklanders is assured.” 162

January 2nd, the Falkland Islanders' celebrate the 150th anniversary of the arrival of Capt. Onslow in Clio.163

“I have the greatest pleasure in sending you my congratulations on the occasion of the 150th 
Anniversary of continuous British Settlement of the Falkland Islands. You have recently been through a 
terrible experience during which the sympathy of the British people were with you. I hope that we can 
now look forward to a peaceful and prosperous future for the Falkland Islands.

My very best wishes to you all        ELIZABETH R.” 

In Argentina, Foreign Minister Juan Aguirre Lanari gives a speech

confirming that his country will continue pushing for sovereignty over the

Islands; “Illegal occupation may perhaps give the United Kingdom

transitory control of the territory, but it will never grant it the full and

legitimate sovereignty our country will continue to demand in every

international forum.”

On the same day, a saturation diving team searching HMS Coventry raise

the Cross of Nails presented to the ship by the people of Coventry in

1978.164

January 3rd, at the UN, Argentina reaffirms its claim to sovereignty over

the Falklands archipelago in a letter to the Secretary-General.

January 4th, a message is passed to the British Government from Buenos

Aires, via the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). This

seeks further information regarding press reports that Argentine grave

sites in the Falklands are in a poor condition. Accompanying the request is a threat to invoke article 17 of the 

First Geneva Convention.

“Parties to the conflict shall ensure that burial or cremation of the dead, carried out individually as far
as circumstances permit, is preceded by a careful examination, if possible by a medical examination, of
the bodies, with a view to confirming death, establishing identity and enabling a report to be made. 
One half of the double identity disc, or the identity disc itself if it is a single disc, should remain on the 
body. Bodies shall not be cremated except for imperative reasons of hygiene or for motives based on 
the religion of the deceased. In case of cremation, the circumstances and reasons for cremation shall be
stated in detail in the death certificate or on the authenticated list of the dead. 

161 Under the British Nationality Act 1981, third generation Islanders would have been classed as British Dependent 
Territories Citizens with restricted rights of residence in the UK. The 1981 legislation came into force on January 1, 
1983, however, in March, 1983, an enactment with retrospective effect –  the British Nationality (Falkland Islands) Act 
1983 – reversed this for Falkland Islanders. Now superseded by the British Overseas Territories Act 2002. 

162 Penguin News December 13, 1982
163 The official ceremonies were put back until February.
164 The Forgotten Few of the Falklands Rob Hoole 2007 published in Naval Review vol.95 no.4 (November 2007). The 

cross is now displayed on HMS Diamond, a RN destroyer also associated with the City of Coventry. cf. November, 1982
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They shall further ensure that the dead are honourably interred, if possible according to the rites of the 
religion to which they belonged, that their graves are respected, grouped if possible according to the 
nationality of the deceased, properly maintained and marked so that they may always be found. For 
this purpose, they shall organize at the commencement of hostilities an Official Graves Registration 
Service, to allow subsequent exhumations and to ensure the identification of bodies, whatever the site 
of the graves, and the possible transportation to the home country. These provisions shall likewise 
apply to the ashes, which shall be kept by the Graves Registration Service until proper disposal thereof 
in accordance with the wishes of the home country. As soon as circumstances permit, and at latest at 
the end of hostilities, these Services shall exchange, through the Information Bureau mentioned in the 
second paragraph of Article 16, lists showing the exact location and markings of the graves together 
with particulars of the dead interred therein.”165

January 8th, Margaret Thatcher arrives in the Falkland Islands to be welcomed by Governor Rex Hunt. 166

“This is a great moment in the history of the Falkland islands. For me personally it is probably the 
greatest moment of my life. It was here in Stanley Town Hall on the second of April that I told General 

Garcia that he had landed 
illegally on British territory 
and I ordered him and his 
troops to remove themselves 
forthwith. In reply General 
Garcia said that they were 
taking back what was 
rightfully theirs, and that 
they would be here for ever. 
But for our distinguished 
guest they might well have 
been...”

January 9th, the Prime Minister meets with the nominated and elected members of both Councils.

“East Falkland representative Ronnie Binnie described the meeting as "very emotional for a while", and John 

Cheek, who represents West Stanley, said the meeting had given Councillors "an opportunity to thank her on 

behalf on their constituents.” 167

January 10th, during a tour of the Islands, Margaret Thatcher stops off at Goose Green. 

“The meeting with local families in the Goose Green social hall was one of the high points of the day. Most of 

the 100 or so people who had been locked up by the Argentines for one month were there, and they met their 

heroine in what had been their prison. The crowd were jubilant, and they smiled, laughed and cheered. Mrs 

Thatcher made an off-the-cuff speech in which she told the assembled people that she "admired them for their 

courage and loyalty". Thinking back on her meditation over the grave of Nicholas Taylor, she said: "It has 

been a great experience to lay wreaths on the grave of Nicholas Taylor, who will be with you forever. I know 

165 Convention (I) for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and the Sick in Armed Forces in the Field Geneva 
August 12, 1949 Art. 17.

166 Accompanied by her husband Denis Thatcher, Admiral Sir John Fieldhouse, Bernard Ingram (Press Secretary) and two 
personal assistants.

167 Penguin News January 18, 1983
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that you will look after him each and every day" Thank you for your loyalty, thank you for being British". The 

applause from that small gathering could have emanated from a huge crowd, such was its volume.” 168

At a civic reception in Stanley Town Hall, Margaret Thatcher is presented with the honorary Freedom of the 

Falkland Islands.

“Whereas we the people of the Falkland Islands have recently suffered armed invasion of our beloved 
islands, 

And whereas but for the support and aid given us by the people of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland we would still be under foreign domination today,

We the undersigned representatives of the people of the Falkland Islands, in acknowledgement of our 
humble and sincere gratitude and appreciation of the courageous, steadfast and unyielding leadership 
of Margaret Hilda Thatcher, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom throughout the campaign for our 
freedom, hereby confer on the said Margaret Hilda Thatcher the honorary freedom of Stanley and all 
the townships and settlements throughout the Falkland Islands.” 169

January 11th, Thatcher visits Stanley schools and the hospital, before flying out to HMS Antrim.

January 12th, after a visit to Tumbledown Mountain,

the British Prime Minister quietly departs from the

Falklands.

“The need for secrecy about the departure date was

obviously vital. The Argentines had made some veiled

threats, and the possibility of an attempt on the PM's

life could not be discounted.” 170

From Buenos Aires, the Argentine Government alleges

that Thatcher's visit has; “.. aggravated tension in the

region.”

“According to the British Press, the visit was officially

described in Buenos Aires as "a new act of provocation and arrogance", and Argentina's new Foreign Minister 

Juan Ramon Aguirre said that Argentina's aim was still to re-establish "effective possession of territories taken

away by force". Ominously Argentina's Air Force chief warned that his government would use "whatever 

means are necessary to take over the Islands", and the official news agency Telam said the visit would only 

result in violence. It added that it should not be assumed that hostilities are necessarily over.” 171

From Buenos Aires, US Ambassador Shlaudeman telegrams Washington.

“There are sufficient indications that some Argentine military move could possibly be afoot to merit 
concern and increased intelligence activity. Presumably whatever action might be intended would be 
directed against the British in the South Atlantic, although some kind of scheme for confronting the 
Chileans is not completely inconceivable. … Destroying a British helicopter outside the 150-mile limit 
has been mentioned by some officers. A commando landing or sapper attack against British aircraft are 
examples of other conceivable possibilities. The rationale would be to pressure the British to negotiate 

168 Ibid.
169 Signed Sir R.M. Hunt, F.E. Baker, T.J. Peck, W.H. Goss, H.T. Rowlands, W.R. Luxton, A.T. Blake & J.E. Cheek
170 Penguin News January 18, 1983
171 Ibid.
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while – most important – restoring the honor and domestic reputation of the armed forces. … it is 
conceivable that the Junta or some part of the armed forces would decide to go ahead with some kind of
military operation such as those mentioned above. Despite repeated statements here and in Washington 
of the US position opposing the use of force, many in the government and the military may believe that 
US would not react adversely to a small action, given what they see as the British provocation and a 
strong US desire to strengthen Latin American ties. We shall take every opportunity here with both 
military and civilians to disabuse any of the notion that our strong views against the use of force have 
changed.” 172

Adrian Monk takes up a position as the Falkland Islanders official representative in the UK; establishing a 

London office.

January 14th, Buenos Aires is informed, via the Swiss, that the British intend to create a specific burial ground 

for the Argentine dead in the Islands. The Argentine government respond that they require the British 

government to comply with article 17 of the First Geneva convention while reserving the right to transfer 

Argentine remains at a later date. 

“In January 1983, the Argentine authorities authorized the burial of the corpses in situ, reserving the right to 

"transfer" them at a later date. The British collected the mortal remains together in one single place: the 

Argentine Cemetery was born. The slowness of the Argentine authorities’ reaction is probably linked to an 

insoluble diplomatic situation: How can bodies be repatriated when the earth that covers them is deemed to 

belong to the nation anyway?” 173

January 18th, Lord Franks' finding are presented to the British Government. 174

“… we conclude that we would not be justified in attaching any criticism or blame to the present 
Government for the Argentine Junta's decision to commit its act of unprovoked aggression in the 
invasion of the Falkland Islands on 2 April 1982.”

January 19th, in the USA, reporter Bill Lynch (CBS radio) reports from the Pentagon.

“Six months after British forces recaptured the Falkland Islands, US intelligence reports say Argentina 
seems to be preparing a limited campaign of military harassment. Argentina has been buying new 
fighter plane from France, Israel and Peru to replace its war losses and some have been deployed at 
Rio Gallegos, within striking range of the Falklands. Intelligence analysts do not expect full-scale 
attacks on the British garrison. Instead, they say Argentina is making preparations for hit and run 
sabot age raids on British military targets, perhaps by small teams landing by submarine. The reports 
also say the Argentine Air Force will be trying to shoot down any British helicopter or fighter that 
strays outside Britain's 200 exclusion zone around the Falklands. The British, who paid a heavy price 
to reclaim the islands in June, may find defending them is also costly.” 175

January 20th, asked by Labour Party MP Tam Dalyell whether the Government would establish an inquiry into 

the circumstances surrounding the sinking of the Belgrano, PM Thatcher responds with a simple; “No.” 

172 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D830020–0706
173 Argentine Soldier Known unto God: The Darwin Cemetery and Conflicts in the Retelling of the Falklands/Malvinas 

War J. Rubenstein 2011
174 See https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2020/02/franks-report.pdf
175 Radio TV Reports January 19, 1983 0800 CIA-RDP88-01070R000100540007-9
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January 21st, US Assistant Secretary Enders and British Minister Derek Thomas meet.

“Ambassador Enders assured Thomas that the USG has reiterated to the GOA through a variety of channels 

our position opposing the use of force under any guise in seeking a solution of the Falklands dispute. … 

Ambassador Enders said that it may be necessary for the US periodically to reaffirm its opposition to the use 

of force. Ambassador Enders, noting that over time something must happen to resolve the Falklands dispute, 

asked Thomas' assessment of future prospects for a negotiated settlement. Thomas replied that there is no 

possible basis for negotiation until Argentina and this, or some future government in Great Britain, can 

establish normal relations. He stated that the wishes of the Islands have now become a major consideration 

with broad public and political support and that it would be difficult to reconcile this fact with Argentina's 

position.” 176

January 24th, from Buenos Aires, Constantino Davidoff telegrams Christian Salvesen Ltd in Scotland 

requesting an extension to his contract for the removal of scrap metal from South Georgia. Davidoff is informed 

that the; “... British Government has stated publicly that it is most unlikely that permission would be granted 

for you to land in South Georgia in the foreseeable future.” 177

January 25th, in London, Parliament is presented with the report by Lord Franks regarding the Falkland 

Islands conflict. During the ensuing debate, Sir Anthony Kershaw MP, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs 

Committee, addresses the House. 178

“The hon. Member for Methyr Tydfil (Mr. Rowlands) has spent the last half hour working hard trying 
to find differences between the last Administration and this one, but I do not think that he has 
succeeded in doing so. It is impossible to prove, but I have a strong suspicion that even if slightly 
different policies had been used in the way of crisis management the results would have been no 
different. Nevertheless, I believe that both Governments followed largely similar policies. They took 
more or less similar advice and found themselves up against the same difficulties … Of course, after a 
nasty surprise such as we had - and there was every excuse for being surprised - the search for a 
scapegoat is natural. However, to the Labour Party's chagrin the Franks committee has found none. It 
was widely suspected at first that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office would be found wanting - 
after all, its Ministers did resign - but it was not. If we read the Franks report, we find that its advice 
was steadily correct and that Governments of both complexions followed it. It could be argued that the 
Ministry of Defence was a bit slow sometimes and apparently unaware of political considerations, but, 
after all, that is not exactly its remit. … Most of us - I include myself - simply did not understand the 
sort of people that we were up against. The Argentine army is a ladder to success for the poor boy. Like
the medieval church in Europe, it is almost universally recruited from disadvantaged classes and enjoys
only a barrack room education. The officers come almost exclusively from that class of society which in
almost every country forms the hard core of Fascism. The result is an officer corps financially on the 
make, politically illiterate, never at war except against its own people and a disgrace to the profession 
- nothing more than a Mafia in fine uniforms. To negotiate sovereignty or anything else with such 
people is hopeless and destined to fail - ask Chile, Brazil, or any of its neighbours. But what would 
have been said if we had steadily refused to negotiate at all? We would have been heavily attacked both
at home and abroad, and with some justice. … 

176 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D830039–0813
177 Falkland Island Dependencies: Whaling Stations February 1, 1983 FCO note to Downing Street. cf. September, 1979, 

December, 1980 & December, 1981.
178 A two day debate. The full record of day 1 can be found here – https://api.parliament.uk/historic-

hansard/commons/1983/jan/25/falkland-islands-franks-report 
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I do not blame the Foreign Office or successive Governments for trying to negotiate. They could not 
have done less. We were wrong about the Argentines. They were and still are not to be negotiated with. 
Therefore, we have two choices - the Fortress Falklands or evacuation. It has been suggested this 
afternoon that the United Nations might take over, but there is not much future in that. They would not 
defend the islands. Indeed, they would probably give them away to Argentina very quickly and the 
Argentines would soon move in. … We do not trust the Argentines: they will shortly arrive, whatever 
kind of pretend regime is erected, unless British troops stay there, and we must therefore keep troops 
there for the time being. … Fortress Falklands is the only policy left, with all its expense and 
diplomatic drawbacks with South America and the Third world. However, it is not all drawback. 
Because of the Government's action, which was supported by the House, our NATO allies and potential
enemies - the world - know that we are people of our word. They also know that there are no better 
fighting men in the world.” 179

“Twenty years on from the Franks Report, which claimed no one, least of all ministers in London, could have 

anticipated an invasion, the Bakers still shook their heads in disbelief. They found Lord Franks' conclusions 

ridiculous, even insulting to those who were on the ground. Both are certain that from evidence they gathered 

during the last six months of peace, there was justification for the British Government to take notice and head-

off the coming crisis. Dick Baker was not coy. "Not only could people have foreseen it, a lot of us did, " he said. 

"The tragedy was that no one in London seemed to want to know, or to react to the signals."...” 180

“Dick Baker, who courageously rounded up Argentine residents on the eve of the invasion, reacted with 

'disbelief' to the Franks Committee's findings, which he derided as 'ridiculous.' … Captain Barker (HMS 

Endurance) called the Frank's Committee findings an 'appalling whitewash.' ...” 181

January 26th, the debate in the House of Commons concludes with a final resolution – “That this House takes 

note of the Report of a Committee of Privy Counsellors on the Falkland Islands Review.” 182

January 27th, at the UN, Britain responds to accusations that the Falklands are being “militarized” by pointing 

out that Argentina's complaint forgot to mention their unprovoked attack in April, 1982, and the obvious need to 

defend the Islanders from further invasion. 183

January 31st, Britain's Parliament is informed that Chileans are keen to work in the Falklands. 

“... a considerable number of Chileans have indicated an interest in emigrating to or working in the Falkland 

Islands. In consultation with the Falkland Islands Government, Her Majesty's consul in Santiago has informed

applicants that their interest has been recorded; that at present all immigration into the islands is constrained 

by practical considerations; and that applicants will be contacted again if the situation offers more hope at a 

later stage.” 184

February 2nd, members of the Commons Select Committee on Foreign Affairs arrive at Stanley.

“The nine men with their four assistants arrived in Stanley on the 2nd February and met the press at a short 

conference in Government House that evening. The Chairman, Sir Antony Kershaw expressed the brief of his 

Committee: "We are to make a report to the House of Commons about British foreign policy in relation to the 

179 HC Deb 25 January 1983 vol 35 cc837-839
180 Invasion 1982: the Falkland islanders’ Story Graham Bound 2007
181 Briley 2022. Baker had been Chief Secretary/Deputy Governor in the Falklands prior to the war. cf. 1981 & 1982
182 Record of day 2 is here – https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1983/jan/26/falkland-islands-franks-

report The Franks Reort is here – https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2020/02/franks-report.pdf
183 UN Doc A/38/83
184 HC Deb 31 January 1983 vol.36 cc29-30W
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Falkland Islands and other South American states in the light of recent events in the South Atlantic". It soon 

became apparent, however, that the all-party group of politicians had a more specific task – a search for a 

peaceful and definitive solution to the dispute; an alternative to 'Fortress Falklands'. … Dennis Canavan 

caused a near uproar at Government House … the MP referred to Sir Rex as an "Imperialistic clown". ...” 185

February 3rd, at the Town Hall in Stanley, the Foreign Affairs Committee conduct a public inquiry.

“They took formal evidence in public for two days … Witnesses were without exception totally opposed 
to negotiations with Argentina over sovereignty, but close questioning by members of both political 
persuasions brought into the open aspects which Islanders previously preferred not to think about. For 
example, witnesses were asked how long they thought UK could afford to support a Fortress Falklands 
policy,... they were invited to consider whether the position could be Internationalised by some form of 
condominium over the Islands, by UN Trusteeship or by forming a South Atlantic Alliance with South 
American countries. These suggestions did not appeal to witnesses. Most said that, if the Islands were 
not to remain British, they would prefer to leave,..” 186

“Many Falkland Islanders, at least those who attended the Spanish Inquisition-style public hearing conducted 

by the Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee or met the men informally, found themselves discovering 

again old feelings and emotions that they thought had died with the war: those of concern about the future. 

Suspicion, and fear that perhaps not as many people in the UK as they assumed are on their side. … Many 

people gave formal evidence at the dauntingly solemn hearings in the Town Hall. … in almost every case those 

testifying to the committee were asked if they had any idea how the problem might be solved. Sire Rex Hunt, 

the first to appear before the committee, was asked by Labour MP George Foulkes, who is very outspoken in 

his opposition to Mr's Thatcher's Falklands policy, whether he thought "Islanders have contemplated the 

possibility of a third party becoming involved ", with the UK government still represented in the Falklands. The

Civil Commissioner replied: "I'm quite sure the Islanders would welcome any sort of cooperation as long as it 

was not from Argentina". … The Parliamentarians gave us a lot to think about and a lot that we didn't want to 

hear – in fact some things that we never thought we would hear again.” 187

An Argentine Military Cemetery at Fish Creek, some 45 miles outside Stanley, is consecrated. 188

“... founded by the British in 1983, around six months after the end of the war. It was made up of 237 white-

painted cedar crosses and one much bigger cross, all surrounded by a narrow fence, also made out of cedar.”189

February 12th, seven members of the Parliamentary Select Committee on Defence arrive in the Falklands. 190

February 17th, Professor Frederich Hayek has a letter published in Britain's Times newspaper.

“Sir, Though I can well understand that the British Government does not wish to mention this, Argentina ought 
perhaps to be reminded that no rule of international law would forbid to retort to another military attack on 
what for 150 years has been under the jurisdiction of Britain by some counter attack on the geographical source
of such bellicose action. That might well be a more effective protection than turning the Falklands into a 
Fortress. An aggressor has no right to demand that hostile action be confined to the region he chooses.” 191

185 Penguin News February 9, 1983. Canavan was the Labour MP for West Stirlingshire.
186 Hunt to FCO February 11, 1983 Telegram No. 104 Margaret Thatcher Foundation
187 Penguin News February 9, 1983.. Foulkes would shortly after found the pro-Argentine South Atlantic Council.
188 Contrary to some misperception it is not the Darwin cemetery. That settlement has its own burial ground.
189 Rubensten 2011
190 Sir Timothy Kitson, Michael Marshall, Richard Crawshaw, Dr. John Gilbert, Sir John Langford-Holt, Dick Douglas and

Christopher Patten. Remained five days. Concerned primarily with military-civilian relations and a new airport.
191 The Times February 17, 1983 p.11. Austrian by birth, Prof. Hayek had previously suggested that an attack against 
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February 23rd, from Edinburgh, the Chairman of Christian Salvesen Ltd. informs the Foreign Office that 

Constantino Davidoff is seeking new associates, intent upon pursuing his contract to remove the scrap metal 

from South Georgia. 

“Mr. Ure reminded Mr. Elliot that Davidoff had knowingly flouted the immigration and other regulations 

applying on South Georgia and had rendered himself totally unacceptable to the British authorities by so 

doing. On the most charitable interpretation he had been an instrument in precipitating the recent conflict and 

his participation in any future operations to remove the whaling stations would therefore be quite 

unacceptable.” 192

March 2nd, Queen Elizabeth II, during her visit to Los Angeles, thanks the US for its support the previous year. 

March 7th, a group calling itself the 'Centre of Volunteers for the Fatherland' hand a letter in to the Uruguayan 

Embassy in Buenos Aires. It asks for assistance in getting a group of Argentine next-of-kin to the Falklands. 193

“... they are described in the Argentine press as 'as a group of ex-combatants of the Falklands War'... 
they are 'requesting permission to return to the Islands' with the 'cooperation of the ICRC and the 
protection of the United Nations'. Their representative Destefanis … said that it was humanitarian and 
non-political and that he intended to hire a boat and set sail from Montevideo... He denied any official 
links...” 194

March 17th, the New York Times reports; “An Argentine group opposed to British rule of the Falkland Islands 

has claimed responsibility for letter bombs sent Tuesday and Wednesday to Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher

and the European headquarters of the United States Navy. A man who said he represented the group told the 

Argentine press agency Diarios y Noticias that the group was also planning a series of attacks against British 

schools and institutions in Argentina ...”

Argentine Law 22.769 establishes April 2nd as a public holiday to be known as the Day of the Malvinas, South 

Georgias and South Sandwich. Argentina issues a stamp set commemorating the 'First Recovery of the 

Malvinas, South Georgias and South Sandwich'. 

To the annoyance of Chile, Cape Horn is shown as Argentine territory. 195

March 24th, Civil Commissioner Hunt, informed of the group of Argentine next-of-kin hoping to sail to the 

Islands, responds to the Foreign Office in London.

“Councillors wished me to emphasise to you that they fully understand the wider considerations … 
Their immediate reaction... was one of total opposition but, after lengthy discussion, they instructed me 
to say that they would agree to accept a visit by Argentine next of kin on the following conditions: A. 
Argentina must first declare a formal cessation of hostilities, B. Next of kin must travel with valid visas 
issued by FIG, C. Next of kin must be close relatives of named dead... I presume that these conditions 
will be totally unacceptable to Argentine Government, ...” 196

Argentina itself would be perfectly legal under international law; Argentina being the aggressor.
192 Falkland Island Dependencies: Whaling Stations February 25, 1983 FCO note to Downing Street. cf. December, 1981
193 Hutchinson (Montevideo) to FCO March 24, 983 Telegram No. 167 Margaret Thatcher Foundation
194 Holmes (FCO) to Coles (Downing Street) March 7, 1983 at the Margaret Thatcher Foundation. This came at the same 

time as proposals were moving forward for a visit by British next-of-kin who were to fly via Montevideo en-route to the 
Islands. Suspicions were therefore raised that Osvaldo Destefani and his group were tools of the Argentine Government 
attempting to exploit Uruguayan sensitivities regarding the British plans. See below.

195 This holiday was subject to a number of changes. See footnote to November 30, 1973
196 Hunt to FCO March 24, 1983 Margaret Thatcher Foundation
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March 25th, in London, the Foreign Office request a decision on the Argentine next-of-kin proposal. 

“... in the absence of an answer to his request, Senor Destefanis may sail anyway. He has claimed to the
International Committee of the Red Cross that he has a ship at his disposal and that 211 relatives of 
Argentine soldiers killed in the fighting are ready to make the journey. … permission to allow such a 
visit is the responsibility of the Falkland Islands Government rather than the British Government.” 197

March 30th, at the UN, Argentina draws attention to; “... continuous public pronouncements by the highest 

British authorities that the United Kingdom was not prepared to negotiate on the sovereignty of the territories 

and asserted that that attitude was a challenge to the decisions of the Security Council and the Assembly.” 

April 5th, departing the UK, are 530 relatives of British dead in the Falklands War.

On the same day in Mexico, the annual conference of the International Studies Association (ISA) opens. 

“Opportunities for informal conversations between British and Argentine academics at the ISA gave rise to the 

suggestion that a problem solving initiative might well be helpful in seeking out a resolution of the conflict over

the Falklands/Malvinas Islands, which had erupted into a short but vicious war between April and July 1982. 

Edward Azar, a Lebanese scholar working in the United States, and John Burton, an Australian, offered to 

host such an exercise at the Center for International Development in Maryland, where Azar was the 

Director.”198

April 8th, reported in the New York Times.

“Representatives of families seeking information on more than 500 Argentine servicemen listed as 
missing in the Falkland war a year ago were told by Britain today that it had no secret clues as to their 
fate. The three Argentines, one of whom lost a pilot son, said after the meeting with a Foreign Office 
official that they were satisfied with what they had been told. Their trip here had been prompted by 
confusion at home over the identities of the about 1,000 Argentines who were dead or missing after the 
British retook the islands last June. There are also rumours in Argentina that the British have 
maintained secret prisoner-of-war camps on remote islands in the South Atlantic. The Foreign Office 
official, Cranley Onslow, said after the meeting with the group that he could give them assurances that 
no Argentines had been held since last July and that London had provided Buenos Aires with all 
possible information on Argentine casualties.”

April 19th, in the UK, guidelines are drawn up to deal with any unauthorised attempt by Argentine next-of-kin to

reach the Falklands.

“ICRC (Red Cross) has decided it could not be associated with Argentine next of kin visit... HMG has 
therefore concluded that visit should not be authorised. Destefanis has announced he still intends to go 
ahead … and expects to sail in vessel Lago Lacar on 30 April. … If Lago Lacar enters FIPZ it does so 
without necessary authority from HMG and is to be treated accordingly.” 199

April 30th, Lago Lacar is prevented from leaving for the Islands by port authorities.

“The British warned that the crossing of territorial waters would be considered an act of aggression, and the 

boat was forced to turn back.” 200

197 Goodall to Thatcher March 25, 1983 Ref. BO6750 Margaret Thatcher Foundation
198 Ripe for Contribution? The Falklands-Malvinas War and the Utility of Problems-Solving Workshops Christopher 

Mitchell 2000 cf. September, 1983
199 Ministry of Defence Memorandum (MO 5/21) April 28, 1983 Margaret Thatcher Foundation.
200 Rubensten 2011. There is no clear evidence that the ship actually sailed.
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May 9th, in Britain, Margaret Thatcher calls a General Election. Parliament's dissolution interrupts the 

consideration by the Foreign Affairs Committee of its Chairman’s draft report.

“Your Committee have reached the following conclusions in respect of Argentine and British claims to 
the Falkland Islands prior to the Argentine invasion in 1982: (i) at the time of Britain’s occupation of 
the Islands in 1833, her title to sovereignty over East (but not West) Falkland was in doubt; (ii) Britain’s
acquisition of the whole of the Falkland Islands was not in 1833 an illegal act; and (iii) Britain’s title to
the Islands on the basis of acquisitive prescription following the occupation of 1833 had considerable 
validity in view of Argentina’s failure to protest during most of the period between 1849 and 1908. Your 
Committee therefore do not doubt the legality of Britain’s claim.” 201

Britain proposes that Argentina resume the bilateral Air Services Agreement. There is no response. 202

May 18th, at the UN, Britain responds to Argentina's complaint of March 30th;“… the continuing tension in the 

South Atlantic lay in the refusal of Argentina to declare a definitive cessation of hostilities and to renounce the 

use of force as a means of resolving the dispute.” 203

June 9th, a general election returns the Conservative Party, and Margaret Thatcher, to government in the UK.204

“It's now almost a year since the occupation ended … Stanley has changed: the harbour is full of ships, the sky 

is seldom empty of aircraft and the streets are full of traffic.” 205

June 27th, a new airport for the Falklands is announced in the House of Commons by MP Michael Heseltine.

“We have now decided that the right course is to build at Mount Pleasant. This is less expensive, even 
allowing for a road between Mount Pleasant and Stanley, and is much less likely to involve unforeseen 
delays and interruptions to the construction work. Most important, the use of RAF Stanley by the 
garrison will not be restricted while the new airport is being built. The new airfield will be able to 
operate wide-bodied aircraft, civil as well as military.” 206

“The decision of the British Government to build in the Malvinas an airfield whose characteristics leave no 

doubt as to the intention to install a permanent military air base in the territory constitutes a marked 

escalation in the policy of provocation vis-a-vis Argentina, which will have consequences not only within the 

strict confines of the sovereignty dispute but also within the broader context of the security of the Latin 

American region, since these measures clearly go beyond the alleged defence requirements of the islands.” 207

201 From Kershaw's initial draft report – A policy for the Falkland Islands, 1982/83 (Chairman, Foreign Affairs Committee,
House of Commons) quoted in An Annotated Legal Chronology of the Malvinas (Falkland) Islands Controversy E. 
Ferrer-Vieyra 1985. cf. The Falkland Islands, 5th Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee Session 1983-1984 HC 
268 25.10.1984. The original committee was unable to agree on the final report before the dissolution date. As a result, 
its work was passed on to its successor which was not formed until December, 1983. Despite Kershaw remaining as 
Chairman, his original draft was substantially changed by the successor committee. cf. October, 1984

202 Fifth Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee: Session 1983-84: Falkland Islands: Observations by Her Majesty’s 
Government February 1985 para.22

203 UN Doc A/38/208
204 It is often claimed that without the success of the Falklands War, Margaret Thatcher would have been relegated to the 

Opposition benches. Moot at best, and it is worth remembering that the Labour Party 1983 manifesto was described at 
the time as – The Longest Suicide Note in History. 

205 Penguin News June 1983
206 Hansard June 27, 1983
207 UN Doc A/38/301: Letter dated 16 July 1983 from the Charge d'Affairs of the Permanent Mission of Argentina to the 

United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Genral
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June 28th, in a letter to the UN, Argentina declares that the UK is; “… not yet ready to co-operate in seeking a 

speedy and definitive negotiated solution to the sovereignty dispute with Argentina... Indeed, the British 

authorities seem to be bent on maintaining the climate of confrontation and consolidating their illegal colonial 

presence in Argentine territory”  208

July 16th, Argentina alleges that the UK plans; “... to introduce nuclear weapons into the region...” 209

August 1st, two Argentine fishing vessels, Arcos and Rivera Vasca are found 80 miles inside the exclusion zone. 

They are required to leave.

August 5th, an Argentine Navy Electra aircraft, on entering the exclusion zone, is challenged by a Royal Air 

Force Phantom. The Argentine fishing vessel Arcos is again discovered within the exclusion zone.

August 6th, both Arcos and Rivera Vasca are found within the exclusion zone. 210

August 25th, Britain responds to Argentina's complaints of 28 June and 16 July, 1983.

“The United Kingdom rejects the allegations that the British Authorities are bent on maintaining a 
climate of confrontation, … Far from seeking confrontation, the United Kingdom has taken initiatives 
towards the normalisation of relations between the two countries, to which Argentina has inadequately 
responded. ... recent incursions by both Argentine military aircraft and unauthorized civilian vessels 
have demonstrated the continuing need for measures to defend the Falkland Islands. … The United 
Kingdom's attitude towards resolution 39/9 is well known. This resolution failed to give express 
recognition to the right of the people of the Falkland Islands to self-determination, and appeared to 
suggest that the status of the Islands should be changed irrespective of the manifest wishes of the 
Islanders. The reference in the Argentine letter of 28 June to the preservation of the way of life and 
traditions of the Falkland Islanders are no substitute for recognition of the fundamental right of self-
determination.” 211

August 31st, in New York, the UN's Special Committee on Decolonization (C24) meet to consider the Falklands 

– hearing petitions from Anthony Blake, John Cheek, Derek William (Harry) Rozee and Alexandro Jacob Betts.

“Falkland United Nations emissaries John Cheek and Tony Blake returned from New York on the 6th 

September, having been told by the Committee of Twenty-Four on Decolonization that Britain and Argentina 

must resume negotiations. The motion urging a resumption of talks was supported by 19 countries, including 

the USSR, Cuba and Czechoslovakia. There were four abstentions, most notably Australia and Norway. Both 

countries expressed concern for the Islanders' rights of self-determination. One member country was not 

present during the voting. … Councillor Cheek, who argued against the resumption of negotiations, told the PN

that the Committee was extremely hostile. "It's a nasty committee, and that's putting it mildly", he said.” 212

At Maryland University in the USA, a week long series of meetings are held.

“In anticipation of the forthcoming elections in Argentina, the organizers had invited parliamentarians from 

both the main political parties in Buenos Aires (Radical and Peronista). This first Argentine team contained a 

high level retired diplomat and was closely connected with the Argentine foreign ministry's "think tank," the 

Consejo Argentino para las Relaciones Internacionales (CARI). The British participants were more varied and 

reflected a clear reluctance on the part of anyone even remotely associated with the Thatcher government to be

208 UN Doc A/38/287
209 UN Yearbook 1983
210 All three incidents can be found in UN Doc S/16136. Argentina complained to the UN on August 10, 1983
211 UN Doc A/38/362. Also FCO to UKMIS August 17, 1983 Telegram No. 384. 
212 Penguin News September 25, 1983
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seen consorting with Argentineans so soon after the ending of the 1982 war. Two Members of Parliament from

the (pre-1983 election) House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, and two academics made up the British 

team. The panel of facilitators was led by Azar and Burton and consisted largely of American academics who, 

much to their surprise, found themselves under attack by Argentinean participants for US policies of aiding 

Britain during the war. … At the end of the week, it was agreed that a useful channel had been opened between 

Buenos Aires and London and should be kept open.” 213

September 14th, the Special Committee on Decolonization notes, '... with concern...', the Ascension Island 

military airfield; recalling UN resolutions concerning military bases and installations in colonial and non-self-

governing territories. 214

# Researcher's Comment: Wide Awake Airfield had been on Ascension Island for 40 years, apparently without 

the Special Committee on Decolonization noticing. For reasons that are not very clear, Ascension Island – with 

no resident population – had been included as part of the St. Helena/Tristan da Cunha group when the UK 

submitted its list of colonies in 1946. 

September 22nd, from Poole harbour in Dorset, the motor vessel Dina Khalaf sails with livestock for the 

Falkland islands. Operation Noah's Ark includes cattle, horses, sheep, pigs, goats and dogs. 215

“It was exactly a year since Mr. Steve Whitley, the Falkland islands veterinary surgeon, had put the idea of a 

Noah's Ark to General Mills of the Falklands Appeal. The Trustees agreed to fund the scheme within a budget of

£17,000 and, when the list of islanders' requests was made known to the United Kingdom breeding societies, 

offers of animals and donations of money arrived from all over the country.” 216

September 25th, Falkland Islands Summer Time (UTC/GMT -3) is introduced in the archipelago. 217

October 30th, legislative and presidential elections are held in Argentina. Raúl Alfonsín of the Radical Civil 

Union, wins the Presidential contest.

“Spokesmen for the Radical Party have said that Argentina will seek a peaceful settlement of the Falklands 

dispute based on Argentine sovereignty.” 218

An Argentine speaker attending the Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference in Kenya asserts that Britain's 

1983 immigration legislation justifies Argentine claims that Falkland Islanders are, “British people settling 

illegally on Argentine soil.”  He denies the existence of any Islands culture, consciousness or identity.

November 1st, in the House of Commons, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher comments on the elections in 

Argentina.

“We are always pleased when a country returns to democracy. There can be no question about that. I hope, now 

that that country has returned to democratic ways, it will be prepared to consider better economic and 

commercial relations between itself and Britain. As to sovereignty, the Falkland Islands are a British sovereignty 

and although the Rt. Hon Gentleman said that that should not be the touchstone, the House has always regarded 

the touchstone for the Falkland Islands as the wishes of the Islanders. They, too, have a right to self-determination

and have made clear their view that they should remain British.”

213 Mitchell 2000. cf. December, 1983 & April, 1984
214 See resolution 2621 (XXV) of October 1970. For general UN Research with regard to GA resolutions see 

https://research.un.org/en/docs/ga/quick/regular/76
215 A previous shipment had consisted of five cats and 20 budgerigars.
216 Falkland Islands Association Newsletter No.17 November 1983. The ship arrived in the islands on October 28, 1983.
217 See 1912 and 2010
218 Falkland Focus November 1983
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November 9th, the UK's Permanent Representative to the UN addresses the construction of the new airport in 

the Falklands; “Talk about a NATO base or about the United Kingdom's global strategic objectives is pure 

fantasy. The Falkland islands lie many thousands of miles outside the area covered by the North Atlantic 

Treaty and the Falkland Islands are not by any stretch of the imagination included in NATO plans and 

operations, nor would it be possible under the North Atlantic Treaty for them to be so included.” 219

November 13th, Dante Caputo, Argentina's new Foreign Minister, gives a speech to the UN.

“Argentinean Sovereignty over the Falklands is not negotiable. That is the starting point of negotiation.
Regardless of how quick or slowly talks progress, or what concessions may be made on either side, at 
no moment will sovereignty be under discussion.” 220

“The attention of most of the world's governments turned to the Falklands again earlier this months, when the 

General Assembly of the United Nations debated a motion urging the resumption of negotiations between 

Britain and Argentina. …. Sir John Thompson argued eloquently before the delegates, stressing the ironies and

mistakes in the Argentine argument. He pointed out that the Argentines and their supporters were selecting 

certain clauses of the UN charter to support their cause, while ignoring others which undeniably show them to 

be wrong. "I ask for support for the charter", he said, "the whole charter and not an emasculated selective 

version. Let no-one come to me and say that they supported the resolution before us because it was in 

accordance with the charter". In a clever attack on the basis of the Argentine claim, Sir John said: "The 

distinguished Foreign Minister of Argentina rests his case partly on the denial of self-determination to the 

Falklanders and partly on his interpretation of 18th and 19th century history. Mr. President, as I say, those 

claims are spurious, but the point is that we are now in the 20th century and in the second half of the 20th 

century. We are in the age of the United Nations Charter. We are in the age when we care about the people 

involved". ...” 221

At a meeting of the Organisation of American States (OAS) in New York, a resolution expressing concern at the 

lack of talks between the UK and Argentina sees eight Caribbean countries abstain. They complain that the 

resolution does not mention the Falklanders right to self-determination.

November 16th, at the UN, the General Assembly adopts resolution 38/12.222

“Aware that the maintenance of colonial situations is incompatible with the United Nations ideal of 
universal peace … 

1. Reiterates its request to the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to resume negotiations in order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the 
sovereignty dispute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)...”

Exercising a right of reply, Britain's Foreign Secretary states that the resolution; “... will make no difference to 

our commitment to the people of the Falkland Islands.” He calls upon Argentina to; “... recognise that the 

Falkland Islanders have the same right to live under a Government of their choosing as do the people of 

Argentina.” 223 In explanation of their vote; “Fiji, Qatar and Samoa said they abstained because the resolution 

failed to provide the population adequate opportunity to express their wishes about the future.” 224

219 UN Doc A/38/577. This appears to be answering speculation by Argentina in UN Doc A/38/567
220 The Falkland Islands, 5th Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee Session 1983-1984 HC 268 25.10.1984 para.68
221 Penguin News November 21, 1983. Some journalistic licence? Observers reported that the debate was a 'low key' affair.
222 See - https://research.un.org/en/docs/ga/quick/regular/76
223 The Falkland Islands, 5th Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee Session 1983-1984 HC 268 25.10.1984 para.79
224 UN Yearbook 1983
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“Falkland Island Legislative Councillors have been lobbying delegates to the UN General Assembly in New 

York and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) meeting in Nairobi. John Cheek (West Stanley)

and Tony Blake (Camp), who spoke to the UN "decolonisation" committee during the summer, returned to New

York in early November to address the plenary session on a motion requiring the governments of Argentina 

and Great Britain "to resume negotiations in order to find as soon as possible, a peaceful solution to the 

sovereignty dispute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands." The subsequent vote, little changed since 

last year, was 87 for, 9 against and 54 abstentions. The Foreign Office regarded the vote as a defeat for the 

Argentine. Last year the vote was 90 for, 12 against and 52 abstentions.” 225

November 19th, Osvaldo Destefanis, President of the Center of Volunteers for the Fatherland, smuggles 

himself onto a Swedish steamship Linblad Explorer, bound for Port Stanley. After the ship has departed 

Montevideo, Destefanis declares himself. 

He is locked in a cabin for the duration of the voyage and only released when the ship returns to Uruguay. 226

November 30th, Lord Kennet, the Social Democratic Party spokesman on Foreign Affairs tells a rally that 

Britain cannot afford 'Fortress Falkland' and that the archipelago should be handed over to the United Nations

“However, they had not expected to find Kelpers in the audience.” 227

November 22nd, in the islands, the Legislative Council recommends the imposition of an 'exclusive fishing 

zone' to reduce the uncontrolled fishing activities of foreign vessels; described as a “free for all” by Parliament's 

Select Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

December 1st, in Stanley, Standard Chartered Bank plc opens a branch; the Islands first commercial bank.

December 2nd, President Reagan writes to PM Thatcher.

“As you know, Argentina has made steady progress in strengthening its protection of human rights. The 
fair, open and honest elections on October 30 are the latest manifestation of this progress. When 
President elect Alfonsin takes office on December 10, Argentina will have completed its return to 
democracy. In view of this and other relevant factors, I will be certifying to the U.S. Congress that 
Argentina has made significant progress in human rights and that making Argentina eligible for arms 
transfers is in the U.S. national interest. Our announcement will be made on December 7, just before 
the U.S. delegation arrives in Buenos Aires for the inauguration. Certification will be effective upon 
installation of the new government. 

I know this announcement will be a delicate question in Great Britain. However, as I suggested when 
we last met, and as subsequent consultations between our two governments have indicated, it is now 
appropriate and accurate to certify that Argentina has made significant progress in human rights. ... In 
my view, our normalization of relations with Argentina will be in the interests of the United States and 
Great Britain. Certification will help strengthen U.S. influence with Argentina and enable us to work 
more effectively to assure regional stability. The climate for dialogue and negotiation will be 
improved.”

December 7th, at the United Nations, the General Assembly adopts resolution 38/54: Implementation of the 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. This gives an instruction to the

Special Committee on Decolonization.

225 Falkland Focus November 1983
226 See March & April, 1983 above.
227 Falkland Islands Newsletter No. 18 February 1984. SDP = Social Democratic Party
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“... pay particular attention to the small Territories, including the sending of visiting missions to them, 
as appropriate, and to recommend to the General Assembly the most suitable steps to be taken to enable
the populations of those Territories to exercise their right to self-determination, freedom and 
independence:...” 228

December 8th, Cable & Wireless open a direct satellite link between the Falklands and the UK.

December 10th, Raúl Alfonsín becomes Argentina’s President; delivering an inaugural speech to Congress.

“In the case of the Islands Malvinas, Georgia of the South and Sandwich of the South, it is and it will 
always be our unrelinquished objective the recovery and definitive secure of the right from our nation to
its sovereign territorial integrity. In this point we are inflexible and the sovereignty is a previous fact to 
the negotiation. We will impel the recovery of those insular territories and their definitive integration to 
the sovereignty of the Nation claiming with energy and decision the execution of the effective 
resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations. They exhort to the direct negotiation of all 
the aspects.” 229

PM Thatcher sends a message to Buenos Aires, via the Swiss Embassy, for transmission to the new President.

“While we have our differences, Britain is pleased with the restoration of democracy in Argentina, and 
extends its good wishes.” 230

“In his reply Sr. Alfonsin said: "I recognise there were differences between us. But in the words of the English 

proverb, "where there’s a will there's a way".” 231

However, publicly Alfonsín claims that the establishment of a military base on the Falklands is; “a serious threat 

to the security of the Argentine Republic and to the whole region” 232

“One of the first presidential measures was to annul by decree the holiday that the military government had 

established on April 2, transferring it to June 10, the date on which Luis Vernet had assumed (power) in 1829 

as military commander of the Falkland Islands.” 233

“In his inaugural speech, on December 10, 1983, President Raúl Alfonsín assured that his government would 

promote the recovery of the Falkland Islands, respecting the provisions of the resolutions of the United Nations

General Assembly (UNGA) and that he would denounce as a threat to Argentina, and the region, the 

installation of the military fortress in the archipelago by the United Kingdom. Likewise, the new president 

advanced a demand that would be decisive later in the diplomatic negotiations with London during his 

government: the discussion of the sovereignty of the islands should be a previous step to the re-establishment 

of relations with the United Kingdom. However, the situation had changed…” 234

“Alfonsín did not declare the cessation of hostilities in the Falklands - Malvinas, and that implied - at least 

theoretically, and as a warning to the British - that the conflict over the Islands could be restarted. In that 

context, Alfonsín did not yield to the pressure of the western powers and refused to sign the Nuclear Non-

228 No UN 'mission' has ever visited the Falklands despite repeated invitations.
229 Quoted in Prenegotiation and Mediation: the Anglo-Argentine diplomacy after the Falklands/Malvinas War (1983-

1989) Alejandro L. Corbacho 2000
230 Foreign Relations of the United States: 1981-1988 vol XIII: Conflict in the South Atlantic 1981 – 1984 p.902
231 Falkand Focus December 1983
232 Clarin December 11, 1983
233 Lorenz 2006
234 La Diplomacia de los Non Papers como antecedente a los Acuerdos de Madrid Luciano Herrero 2020 in Dossier de 

investigación N°2: ‘A 30 años de la firma de los Acuerdos de Madrid I y Madrid II’ ReFEM2065 April, 2020

57



Proliferation Treaty, known as the Tlatelolco Treaty. At the same time, the Cóndor II programme continued (it 

had been initiated immediately after the defeat by the military government) for the development of a missile 

capable of reaching the Islands. The air force (like many others) did not feel defeated…” 235

After the ceremony, President Alfonsín has a meeting with US Vice-President Bush.

“He said bilateral relations suffered because of the Malvinas war, but this same problem could become a 

possible avenue to improve our relationship. The democracies of the world must be unified. The Malvinas issue 

divides them. It is important to begin to implement the UN resolution on the Malvinas. Conversations between 

the U.K. and Argentina should begin, even if with differing agendas, it was important to start talks. There 

must be an end to the exclusion zone and at all costs the conversion of the Islands into a military fortress must 

be stopped before the South Atlantic is turned into the North Atlantic.” 236

Afraid that the defeat will weaken national unity over the Falklands, Alfonsín’s administration commence a 

process of education. To separate the military dictatorship and its war from the question of the archipelagos’ 

sovereignty. 

“… the priority of the Alfonsin administration (1983-89) was institution-building. Inevitably, the focus of these 

efforts was largely domestic and political. The Radical administration also attached a high priority to 

promoting economic recovery and the re-establishment of good diplomatic relations, not least with 

neighbouring countries. Efforts were also made to normalise relations with the United Kingdom.” 237

“... "de-Malvinization" consisted of hiding the combatants and rejecting the idea that the Malvinas War was a 

national cause.” 238

“... the shame of concealing our combatants when they returned from the islands. They didn’t ignore them; it 

was something worse: they concealed them. That was when a "de-Malvinization" process began. Some, 

perhaps in good faith because they identified the dictatorship with Malvinas; others, perhaps, as a subtle and 

intelligent strategy – subtle and intelligent – in order, precisely, to achieve the final purpose and aim: that we 

Argentinians should renounce definitively to that which is rightfully ours.” 239

On the same day, US Secretary of State George Shultz meets with Britain’s Foreign Secretary.

“Secretary of State George P. Shultz assured Britain today that the United States would consult ''very carefully'' 

with it before selling any arms to Argentina now that the American ban on such sales had been lifted. After 

meeting with Mr. Shultz, Sir Geoffrey Howe, the British Foreign Secretary, told British reporters that he had 

conveyed London's concerns to him. The British, who recovered the Falkland Islands after Argentina invaded 

them in April 1982, have repeatedly urged Washington not to provide Argentina with any arms that could be used 

in another attack on the Falklands, … Sir Geoffrey said he was told that the American announcement on 

Thursday that the human rights situation in Argentina had improved sufficiently to allow arms sales to the 

country did not mean there would be ''a blanket decision'' to sell all kinds of arms to Argentina. Mr. Shultz, 

speaking at a news conference at the end of the NATO Foreign Ministers' meeting, was trying to head off another 

235 State, national identity and power: a historical tour in search of the causes of the Falklands–Malvinas War Guillermo 
Mira and Fernando Pedrosa 2021

236 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, N830012–0498
237 Introduction to Argentina: Foreign Relations and the New Foreign Policy Agenda Colin M. Lewis & Celia Szusterman 

(eds) 1996
238 Salerno 2019
239 President Cristina Kirchner in a speech of April 2, 2010. The Peronist party even managed to twist the objective of ‘de-

Malvinization’ which, under Alfonisn, had been to maintain Argentina’s claim by detaching it from the dictatorships’ 
military adventurism.
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rift with Britain. Relations have been strained over Britain's criticism of the American invasion of Grenada and 

over the American role in the increasing level of fighting in Lebanon. In addition, American officials said the 

British press had been seizing upon opportunities to stress differences between the two countries. The arms 

decision was a major front-page story in London today.”

December 11th, Argentine newspaper, Clarin, suggests that Buenos Aires could announce an immediate 

cessation of the state of hostility provided that Britain suspended the construction work at Stanley airport and 

reduced the size of the exclusion zone. The editorial adds; “the islands could immediately be leased to Great 

Britain for one period to be determined.”

“A medium-term objective was to return to the situation prevailing in the Malvinas issue, prior to the war. We 

must not lose sight of the fact that before the 1982 war there were at least three proposals for the settlement of 

the dispute over the Malvinas dispute. The first, towards the end of the Sixties, the last to the members of the 

dictatorship in 1982 and the concrete, to Peron, in 1974. This is why Alfonsin's government sought to return to 

the path of dialogue with London. This follows from what was stated by Lucio García del Solar, who said in the

interview with this author, that "when I came to Argentina at the end of 1983, I interviewed Alfonsín and (he) 

told me that if we managed to bring the situation back to the current one on April 1, 1982 (he) was willing to 

send an Ambassador to London. It seemed to me a bold and very brave statement,... this revealed a very great 

optimism."…” 240

In London, a new House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee is established following the General Election.

“The inability of the last Committee to submit an agreed Report to the House, and the unfortunate delay
in the reappointment of this and other Committees in the new Parliament, have placed on us an 
obligation to complete the work of our predecessors... Immediately after our reappointment in 
December 1983 we therefore decided to undertake a further inquiry into the future of the Falklands.” 241

A South Atlantic Council is established in the UK.242

“The Council originated from two strands of interest in the issue. Firstly, just before the announcement of the 

June 1983 general election, the House of Commons Select Committee on Foreign Affairs had been studying 

what options there were for the future of the Islands. The work was completed and the report was written and 

agreed, but it was not published because the election intervened. The Committee had unanimously agreed that 

there should be a negotiated settlement with Argentina and that "Fortress Falkland" was not tenable in the 

long-run. Secondly, Professor John Burton, an academic specialising in the study of conflict and its resolution 

wanted to bring together people involved in the dispute. He convened a private conference, at the University of

Maryland in September 1983, of a small number of politicians, diplomats and academics from Britain, 

Argentina, the United States and the Islands. George Foulkes MP (Labour)243 and Cyril Townsend MP 

(Conservative) had served on the Select Committee and went to Maryland. Dr Walter Little from Liverpool 

University and Professor Chris Mitchell from City University also went to Maryland. These four individuals 

decided that they should keep in contact and form a group to keep the issue on the agenda in British politics. 

The result was the creation of the South Atlantic Council, as a group of 50 people each with specialist 

240 Romero 2020
241 The Falkland Islands, 5th Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee Session 1983-1984 HC 268 25.10.1984
242 Long considered pro-Argentine by the Falkland Islanders. Much reduced in influence by 2020.
243 Worthy of note that in 1982, during the Commons debate the day after Argentina’s surrender, Foulkes had demanded to 

know of the Prime Minister what the cost of garrisoning and maintaining the islands “in perpetuity” would be, and how 
that money would be paid. cf. HC Deb 15 June 1982 vol 25 cc729-41729 at 736 
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involvement in the issue. It included Members of Parliament from all the main parties in both the House of 

Commons and the House of Lords, former diplomats, academics, business people and church leaders. It is a 

discreet lobby rather than a mass campaigning group and so was not well known, though Cyril Townsend and

George Foulkes rapidly became major media contacts on the issue.” 244

“As part of the Argentine strategy, Alfonsín affirmed that they also had planned to try to work with the 

opposition inside the British Parliament.” 245

1984 – January 2nd, Buenos Aires proposes a new formula for talks, including a “degradation” of the 

sovereignty question. 

“... formal ceasing of the hostilities, elimination of the British protection area surrounding the islands, 

restoration of the diplomatic and commercial relationships, and reduction in the number of British troops 

garrisoning the islands. Once these steps were taken, open conversations could be renewed.” 246

January 5th, Sir Philip Goodhart MP, writing in Britain's Times newspaper, suggests that West Falkland Island 

be offered to Argentina to “solve a problem.”

“As West Falklanders have often pointed out, the one thing that is absolutely certain, historically and legally, is

that no one else has ever inhabited West Falkland except Britons.” 247

January 11th, Baroness Young, Foreign Office Minister of State, arrives in Stanley.

“The two most important meetings of the visit occurred on Monday, the Commissioners, and the Baroness with

her advisors met at Government House around 11.30 am, and their discussions continued through lunch. The 

proceedings were, of course, confidential, but one tantalising, though disputed detail did leak out. One person 

who attended the meeting told the F. I. Broadcasting Station that the Baroness had indicated that a 200-mile 

maritime zone could be declared within one year. The Baroness later denied this, stating simply that the 

question is being "actively considered".” 248

January 17th, before departing, Baroness Young addresses the press; “We would like to see better bilateral 

relations with Argentina because we can see in a number of areas where there could be a way forward, for 

example in economic development or commercial development, but we are not going to negotiate sovereignty.”

January 19th, Britain's Secretary of State for Defence, Michael Heseltine, arrives in Stanley, accompanied by 

Keith Hanson MP and Air Marshall Sir Peter Harding.

January 21st, Heseltine meets Islands' Councillors; “We wish we had done more in the past... There is a need to

seek every reasonable opportunity to enhance the opportunities for the people.” 249

January 22nd, Britain's Defence Secretary leaves the Falklands in a Nimrod aircraft. 250

January 26th, the British Government, via the Swiss, proposes talks regarding the repatriation of Argentine 

dead, renewal of commercial and financial links and the restoration of diplomatic relations. 251

244 Taken from the Council's website, 2017
245 Prenegotiation and Mediation: the Anglo-Argentine diplomacy after the Falklands/Malvinas War (1983-1989) A. L. 

Corbacho 2000 p.6 quoting a 1991 interview with Raúl Alfonsín.
246 Clarin March 1, 1984
247 Falkland Islands Newsletter February 1984 no.18 p.1
248 Penguin News January 21, 1984
249 Penguin News February 27, 1984
250 Record breaking return in 17.5 hours with three mid-air refuels.
251 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D840069–0601
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“There they are. Still. They are not in a strange land. It is their homeland more than ours; They have 
given him their blood, their dreams, their courage, their fears, their adolescence, because there they 
broke that fleeting moment that turns a child into a man. And they have given him more because the 
dead feed his petty land. There they are. They are the ones who fought a war of their own, alone. 
Without knowing the political interests that made them become heroes before living as men. They will 
not rest in peace until, with or without the Malvinas, Argentina is the country for which they offered 
their twenty years.” 252

“… the British considered their victory in the Falklands War as a sufficient reason to end the dispute in their 

favor and move the situation back to before 1965, when the sovereignty of the islands was not discussed. 

Margaret Thatcher's government felt that it had sufficient authority to set the pace of any attempt at a 

bilateral rapprochement that Argentina wanted to try and not only required Buenos Aires not to touch on the 

issue of sovereignty, but also the formal cessation of hostilities, before talking about the restoration of 

diplomatic relations.” 253

“Another important step in arriving in Bern was the one taken by London by sending a non paper in which it 

stated that it was prepared to start a dialogue with Argentina on the resumption of relations, but reiterating 

two constants of that government: its refusal to cover the issue of sovereignty and that Argentina declare the 

de jure cessation of hostilities unilaterally. (Argentina) wanted to use this issue as a negotiating instrument 

with the British, that is, in exchange for some British concession.” 254

January 27th, Italian Prime Minister Craxi speaks to Margaret Thatcher

“Signore Craxi said that Argentina believed that the problem of the Falkland Islands would have to be dealt 

with over a period of time. The Argentine Government would be interested to have secret talks in order to 

exchange views with the United Kingdom. They also wished to examine small steps towards the normalisation 

of relations and the improvement of the present atmosphere. A dialogue in public would be more difficult for 

them because they would then have to request a discussion of the sovereignty issue. This would hinder a 

dialogue on smaller issues. They wanted a diplomatic contact in order to have deep exchanges and so that the 

position of each side might be understood. The Alfonsin Government had shown that the only road was the 

road of reasonableness. Hostilities had been completely unproductive. He himself did not wish to pronounce on

the substance of all this, merely to reiterate that the Argentine Government was interested in contact. The 

Prime Minister said that she saw great difficulties in secret talks. Signor Craxi said that perhaps 'Confidential' 

was a better description. The Prime Minister commented that Argentina was aware of our position. We would 

not negotiate sovereignty. But sovereignty was all Argentina wanted. The Falkland Islands were ours and 

their people wished to stay British. She could tell Signor Craxi confidentially, but would not wish this to 

become public, that we had asked the Swiss, as the protecting power, to put to the Argentine Government the 

possibility of diplomatic contacts between Argentina and Britain to establish how far we could go in improving

relations on commercial and other matters. We awaited a reply. But if it was agreed that confidential talks 

should take place, that fact would have to be publicly known and the limits to the contacts clear. We wanted 

normal commercial relations. But there would be no negotiation about sovereignty. … So if Argentina wanted 

confidential talks, the move we had made would facilitate that. … The Prime Minister added that no-one in the 

Falkland Islands or in Britain would ever forget the Argentine invasion and occupation of the Islands. Signor 

252 La Semana January 1984
253 Herrero 2020
254 Romero 2020
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Craxi said that perhaps there was no solution for certain problems. The Prime Minister said that that a glance 

at boundary problems in Southern America suggested that this might be true The only way to handle some 

problems was to ignore them.” 255

“.., the United Kingdom came to assume the position that Argentina broke the rules of the game, provoked a 

war, and by losing it, the sovereignty dispute over the Malvinas had been resolved in its favor.” 256

January 31st, speaking on the BBC's 'Calling the Falklands' radio programme, Neil Kinnock, leader of the 

British Labour Party, tells listeners that the Government should take serious note of the initiatives being offered 

by the Argentines, and that the 'Fortress Falklands' policy is unsustainable in the long term.

February 1st, speaking in Caracas, Argentina's President Alfonsín proposes; “... the replacement of the British 

garrison on the islands by a United Nations peacekeeping force.”

“He also proposed conversations in order to lift the exclusion area imposed by the United Kingdom to 

Argentine ships. In exchange, Argentina would declare a de jure ceasing of the hostilities and a return to the 

normal bilateral relationships.” 257

February 2nd, Britain's Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe rejects the Caracas proposals; “... there is no role 

for the United Nations in the protection of the Islands.” 

Argentina’s Foreign Minister, Dante Caputo, responds that he finds this, “incomprehensible.”

February 4th, in London, the Foreign Office announces that a series of talks, via Swiss and Brazilian mediators, 

have been taking place with Argentina in an attempt to normalise relations. Margaret Thatcher informs 

Parliament; “We have no intention of negotiating on sovereignty.”

February 10th, at the UN, Argentina accuses the UK of committing acts of provocation against fishing vessels 

outside the protection zone.

February 14th, HMS Protector arrives in the Falklands.

February 15th, in the UK, the Foreign Affairs Select Committee re-examines its earlier report on the Falklands, 

that had been delayed by the General Election. Islander Adrian Monk appears before the Committee.

February 21st, in Buenos Aires, ex-President Leopoldo Galtieri is detained on a charge that Argentina had been 

led, unprepared, into a war.

February 22nd, addressing MPs via a written answer, Ray Whitney, Under-Secretary of State at the Foreign 

Office, informs Parliament of the proposals presented on January 26 via the Swiss Embassy. He assures that the 

Government will not enter into talks regarding any transfer of sovereignty.

In Buenos Aires, Admiral Jorge Anaya is arrested at a tribunal examining the 1982 War. 258

February 24th, a letter from Adrian Monk appears in Britain's Times newspaper.

“... it is too early to talk of opening links between the Falkland Islands and Argentina and we feel strongly that the

Falkland Islands should not be used as a pawn in any bilateral negotiations. We would welcome the opportunity of

re-establishing communications and trading links with Chile and Uruguay. … When the Falkland Islands have 

had a period of peaceful reconstructions and development the Government and people will be able more clearly to

255 PREM 19/1295 f35
256 Herrero 2020 citing Garcia del Solar 2000
257 Corbacho 2000 p.7
258 Other arrests of the outer elements of the 1982 Junta followed over the next few days.
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assess their position and decide how they wish their political future to develop; in other words, exercise their right

of self-determination.” 259

March 9th, in Buenos Aires, Constantino Davidoff is reported as suing the Argentine government for losses 

caused following his inability to commence the contract for scrap on South Georgia. 

“They claim they were used by the Argentine authorities, and suffered as a result of the hostilities.” 260

March 22nd, in Parliament, following a Foreign Affairs debate, a number of MPs call for the re-establishment of 

direct talks between Argentina and Britain; with regard to diplomatic and commercial relations. 261

April 2nd, President Alfonsín addresses a ceremony to inaugurate a war monument to the Argentine dead.

“I am here to commemorate with you, at the foot of this monument, our (people) fallen in battle, those 
brave Argentines who gave up their lives or generously exposed themselves on that southernmost 
portion of our nation. Although it is true that the government that made use of force did not consider 
the tremendous and tragic consequences of its action, it is equally true that the ideal that encouraged 
our soldiers was and is the ideal of every generation of Argentines: the definitive recovery of the 
Malvinas Islands, South Georgia and South Sandwich islands... God saw the virtuous, and among 
these the brave and the lively, … He chose his heroes. He chose the ones we commemorate today. 
Anointed by misfortune, devoid of the victory laurels... These tragic deaths strengthen further the 
conviction we have of the fairness of our rights... It is not possible that there will be colonies in 
America. It is not possible to perpetuate the appropriation of American land. The dead of Puerto 
Argentino, "Belgrano", Georgias, many other places in our land and southern sea... our heroic dead in 
the air, summon us to this homage.” 262

“A Fleet Street paper recently reported that responsible sources in Buenos Aires had calculated the cost of the 

Falklands War at between 3.5 and 5 billion pounds. And that is just the Argentine bill.” 263

“In his speech, at the inauguration of the monument to the fallen during the Malvinas War in the city of Lujan 

on April 2, 1984, President Alfonsin reiterated those principles raised before he came to power such as colonial 

anachronism, the peaceful settlement of the dispute, his opposition to the militarization (including nuclear) 

that the United Kingdom was doing in the disputed area, adherence to United Nations resolutions on the 

subject and Latin America as a support for Argentine claims and rights on the southern archipelago.” 264

April 3rd, it is announced that Sir Rex Hunt will remain in the Islands as Civil Commissioner, for another year.

April 6th, Britain announces that it is ready to discuss a return to diplomatic relations with Argentina.

“... Sir Anthony Parsons, Britain's UN Ambassador during the Falklands conflict told the House of 
Commons Foreign Affairs Committee that Argentina must declare an end to the war before any 
consideration could be given to normalising relations.” 265

“Those of us in Congress who followed the subject closely and took part in efforts to define the best policy to 

preserve Argentine interests, recall that period as one in which there were two main issues which could not 

change. First, the belief that the use of force by the United Kingdom in 1833, and the expulsion of the Argentine 

259 Quoted in Falkand Focus February 1984
260 Penguin News March 23, 1984. cf. 1982.
261 HC Deb 22 March 1984 vol.56 cc1 186-270 Hansard
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263 Penguin News February 27, 1984
264 Romero 2020
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63



population, was the root cause of the dispute. This act invalidated the British presence in the islands and was 

the source of all future complications. Second the view that, despite the pragmatism of the Thatcher 

government which did not exclude relations with Argentina, the United Kingdom would not discuss 

sovereignty unless there was a substantial change in international power relations – inter-American, regional 

or bilateral – sufficient to offset the advantage of Britain remaining in the Malvinas.” 266

April 10th, in Stanley, a fire guts the hospital; killing 7 patients and a nurse, Barbara Chick. 267

“The blaze is thought to have started somewhere in the oldest section of the complex, and within minutes raged 

out of control in the timber section. Although details are still sketchy,... it seems that the Churchill Wing acted 

as a funnel, and immediately filled with unusually dense and poisonous smoke. Unhampered by fire doors, it 

swept through the corridors at an astonishing rate. This smoke, rather than the flames, caused most of the 

deaths.” 268

“On 10 April this year, a major fire broke out at the only hospital in Port Stanley, the King Edward Memorial 

Hospital. As a result of that fire, eight people died. The building was gutted and has since been totally 

unusable. ... It is only proper that the House should now add its own tribute to the comments in the report 

about the activities of three people at the hospital who were instrumental, inside the hospital, in saving, at 

considerable risk to themselves, the lives of those patients who were able to get out. Those people undoubtedly 

acted with a bravery which the House should commend. They were Nurse Reed of the civilian staff, Lance-

Corporal Shorter from the military staff, and my former constituent Nurse Barbara Chick, who died in the fire.

Whatever the doubts about the exact sequence of events, it is clear that Nurse Chick died in an effort to save the

lives of patients.” 269

April 14th, in Buenos Aires, a nationalist group cuts the hand off a statue of George Canning before dumping the 

rest into the Rio de la Plata. 270

A second week of meetings, focusing on the Falklands, are held at the USA's University of Maryland. 271 Attending

British politicians include George Foulkes, a founding member of the South Atlantic Council (SAC).

“In a seminar on the Falkland Islands sponsored in 1984 by the University of Maryland, where 

parliamentarians from Argentina and the United Kingdom met, Labor George Foulkes recommended to 

Argentines that in future documents on the matter, the diplomats of our country use in the wording the 

following sentence: 

"... negotiate on all pending problems between the countries, including all aspects concerning the 
future of the islands."

In this way, the word sovereignty disappeared, as the British wanted, and the Argentines could convince 

themselves that as it was all a matter of interpretations, their interests were tacitly included.” 272

266 Democratisation in Argentina and the End of the Cold War: The Impact on Anglo-Argentina Relations Jose Octavio 
Bordon 1996 in Argentina: Foreign Relations and the New Foreign Policy Agenda C. Lewis & C. Szusterman 1996

267 An inquiry found that the probable cause was a wiring fault.
268 Penguin News May 9, 1984
269 MP Michael Stern, House of Commons on August 1, 1984 in HC Deb 01 August 1984 vol 65 cc366-71. Nurse Chick 

was subsequently awarded a posthumous Queens Commendation for Brave Conduct
270 Canning had been the first European politician to recognise the United Provinces with a treaty in 1825. The statue was 

recovered, repaired and relocated to the Plaza Mitre near the British Embassy. cf. 1824, 1825 & 1937
271 See September, 1983 & February, 1985
272 Herrero 2020 citing Cardoso et al 2012
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# Researcher's Comment: The advice from George Foulkes is worthy of note. As a resultt, UN General Assembly 

resolutions on the Falklands experienced a dramatic change of wording. Removed were all references to 

previous UN GA resolutions; effectively killing them off. No mention of resolution 2065 after 1984. Buried at the

United Nations at Argentina’s request. See below.

“... discussions at Maryland II concentrated very much on issues of tension reduction and confidence building, 

although some time was spent revisiting core issues discussed at Maryland I, such as the nature of 

"sovereignty" over the Islands and the re-establishment of "normal" relations. A number of ideas for possible 

confidence building measures, some involving fishing within the British maritime "Exclusion Zone" around the 

Islands, were discussed and, again, taken back to decision makers in both capitals for consideration. 

Participants also felt that, apart from keeping open channels of communication and pressing for creative 

thinking on the issues, an exchange of visits might be arranged in between Maryland II and the proposed 

Maryland III.” 273

After the seminar, members of the SAC travel to Buenos Aires; to explore the potential for a negotiation. 274

April 16th, Rear-Admiral Juan Jose Lombardo is interviewed for a BBC Panorama program. 

“The Argentine Admiral responsible for the deployment of the Belgrano has admitted that the warship 
had been engaged in an aggressive pincer movement when it was sunk by the Royal Navy.” 275

April 24th, Argentina is told that Falklands' sovereignty will never

be discussed by Thatcher's government. 276

April 26th, the Islands takes delivery of the Falklands Intermediate

Port and Storage System (FIPASS) (right). 277

General Sir Peter de la Billiere is appointed Commissioner and

Commander of British forces in the Falklands.

May 2nd, Scottish Labour MP Tam Dalyell is suspended from

parliament for five days after being asked by the Speaker, ten times,

to withdraw an allegation that the Prime Minister had lied with

regard to the sinking of the Argentine cruiser, ARA Belgrano.

Five members of the House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee

travel to the United Nations in New York.

“… for off-the-record discussions with members of the United

Kingdom Mission to the United Nations, the United Nations

Secretary-General and the Ambassadors of Argentina, Australia,

Barbados, Brazil, Canada, Chile, France, India, Mexico, Peru,

Uganda, the United States of America and Venezuela.” 278

273 Mitchell 2000 
274 Falkland Focus June 1984. The SAC members were - Cyril Townsend, George Foulkes and Lord Kennet. 
275 Falkland Focus April 1984
276 Falkland Islands Newsletter May 1984
277 In effect a floating dock, FIPASS consisted of 6×300 ft oil rig support barges, each 90 ft wide; each supporting a quay 

and joined to the shore by a causeway. 
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May 13th, a report in Britain's Sunday Times newspaper claims that Libya's leader, Colonel Gadaffi, had secretly 

shipped arms worth more that £70 million to Argentina during the 1982 War. Included were 120 Soviet made 

Sam-7 missiles.

June 7th, in Buenos Aires, political parties sign a Joint Declaration.

“Diplomatic negotiations between Argentina and Great Britain must include the subject of our 
sovereignty on the Malvinas Islands, the Georgia Islands and the South Sandwich Islands. The 
Argentine Republic condemns and deplores the notion of ‘Fortress Falklands’ and the so-called 
‘exclusion zone.’ Diplomatic action will be intensified, searching for a peaceful solution that should 
acknowledge our rights over these portions of national territory.” 279

June 10th, in Argentina, the Day of Reaffirmation of Argentine Rights over the Falkland Islands. President 

Alfonsín publishes a message for the Argentine nation. 280

“The Malvinas Islands constitute a symbol of sovereign reinvindication (sic) shared by all Argentines ...
The Argentines did not accept then, as we do not accept now, any mutilation of our territory.” 

June 11th, former Foreign Secretary Francis Pym addresses the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of 

Commons. He tells the committee that Britain could still discuss sovereignty with Argentina.

“It is not as though we have never been prepared to discuss this. On the contrary, there was stage when
the British government was willing and tried to take the matter to international law but the Argentines 
refused.” 281

June 13th, President Alfonsin of Argentina and Prime Minister

Gonzalez of Spain sign a Joint Declaration supporting each country's

claims to the Falkland Islands and Gibraltar.

“Spain and Argentina, which are the victims of an anachronistic
colonial situation, support their respective claims over the Malvinas
Islands and Gibraltar to restore the integrity of their national
territories through peaceful means in conformity with the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations.” 282

June 14th, Liberation Monument is unveiled in Stanley (right), by the

Hon. Harold Rowlands.

June 18th, Labour Party MP and South Atlantic Council founder,

George Foulkes, with Cyril Townsend MP, visits Buenos Aires.

June 25th, Britain agrees to a meeting with Argentine officials on  a

formula prepared by Swiss mediators.

“Jorge Sábato, then Secretary of Especial Affairs of the Foreign Ministry, described this process as 

conversations to discover some sufficiently ambiguous formula that not would imply a commitment from 

278 The Falkland Islands, 5th Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee Session 1983-1984 HC 268 25.10.1984
279 Ibid para.67. Also The Future of the Falkland Islands: a solution made in Hong Kong? Peter Beck 1985
280 See footnote to November 30, 1973
281 Quoted in Falkland Focus June 1984. My emphasis
282 Ibid.
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either party. The talks went back and forth until finally, the Swiss suggested a relatively ambiguous form that 

where the Spanish translation from the English would have two different meanings. After long deliberations 

and proposals, the parties arrived to the formula of "to be not prepared." According to official Argentine 

sources, the practical solution was not to require official translations during the meetings. The formula was 

expressed originally in English. When the Argentines would require the treatment of the issue of sovereignty, 

the British representatives would respond that the United Kingdom was "not prepared" to treat (on) the topic. 

In this case, the Spanish translation could be either that the British were actually "not prepared," or "not 

willing." Consequently, each party would give to the phrase the interpretation they wanted. For the 

Argentines, the United Kingdom was not prepared to discuss the topic, but they could do it later. Whereas the 

British interpretation of the formula could be that they are "not willing" to do it. Covered by this ambiguous 

formula both governments would continue with the treatment of other topics. In this way, the formula was 

specifically designed in such an ambiguous form to protect the desires of each party. According to Mirré, 

through the mediation of the Swiss embassy in Buenos Aires the parties had agreed on three points: open 

agenda, no translators, and freedom to treat (on) any issue.” 283

“The formula originally expressed in English stated that faced with the request of the Argentine negotiators to 

deal with the issue of sovereignty, the British representatives would reply that the United Kingdom "is not 

prepared" to deal with the issue. The Spanish translation could be "not ready" ..., each party would give the 

interpretation they wanted. For Argentina, the United Kingdom "is not ready" to discuss the issue, but could do

so later, the British, on the other hand, could interpret the formula in the first sense, that is, "not being 

willing"…” 284

“The road that led to this first level meeting was long and difficult, ... Chancellor (Dante) Caputo explains that 

"Berne had to create the first link in a negotiation ... it was very difficult for both sides to allow or not to allow 

the issue of sovereignty of the Malvinas to be on the table. The idea of Berne was to start a process of dialogue, 

but keeping in mind that Argentina could not create a negative precedent that the first meeting does not 

include the issue of sovereignty of the Malvinas"…” 285

June 27th, Foreign Secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, informs the House of Commons that the British Government is

ready for talks with Argentina on a normalisation of relations, but that such talks cannot include sovereignty.

July 18th, representatives from Argentina, Britain and Brazil meet in Berne, Switzerland. 286

“According to FCO, talks began July 18 in Bern between British and Argentine negotiating teams under the 

chairmanship of Swiss State Secretary for Foreign Affairs Brunner. A Brazilian representative will be present 

as the other protecting power. The stated aim of the talks is normalization of relations between the two 

countries. In the public announcement, no mention is made of whether the subject of sovereignty is to be 

discussed. If asked, the UK will refer to its previous position on that question. FCO regretted that, at the request

of the Argentines, Britain was unable to give its allies advance notice of the talks. … The UK negotiating team 

is headed by FCO Assistant Under Secretary for the Americas David Thomas; the Argentine group is led by 

Assistant Under Secretary Delpeche. FCO expects the talks to last two or three days, and hopes this will be the 

first in a series of meetings with the Argentines. FCO would not provide details of the agenda, but stressed that 

sovereignty over the Falklands would not be discussed.” 287

283 Corbacho 2000. Jorge Frederico Sabato was the son of the author Ernesto Sabato who, while an opponent of the 
military Junta in 1982, had been an enthusiastic supporter of the invasion of the Falkland Islands. cf. April, 1982

284 Herrero 2020 citing Cisneros et al 2000
285 Romero 2020
286 UN Yearbook 1984
287 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D840465–0296
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“Despite Alfonsin's refusal to declare the "cessation of hostilities" requested by London, the starting point for 

the bilateral dialogue between Argentina and the United Kingdom on the Malvinas issue was on 18 July 1984 

when delegates from both governments met in Bern, Switzerland. The delegation of our country was made up 

of the Under-Secretary for Southern Border Affairs, Ambassador Marcelo Delpech; the Ambassador to the 

Swiss Confederation Katzestein; ambassador Ortiz de Rozas and Councillor Federico Mirré.” 288

In an interview, Sir Rex Hunt complains that talks, only two years after the Falkland's War, come far too early.

July 19th, talks in Berne between Argentina and the UK collapse.

“The Ministry of Foreign Relations and Worship reports that on July 18 and 19, on an invitation of the 
Swiss Confederation and with the participation of representatives of the Federative Republic of Brazil, 
the delegations of the Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Island
met in Bern. The meetings, which were of an informal nature, were held with an open agenda with the 
purpose of exchanging points of view concerning the Malvinas, Georgias, and Sandwich Islands, and 
other points related to the problems affecting the relations between the two countries. At the beginning 
of the meeting, the Argentine delegation reasserted Argentina's sovereign rights over the Malvinas, 
South Sandwich, and South Georgia Islands. It also asserted that since the sovereignty matter 
constitutes the substance of the conflict with Great Britain, the other points of disagreement would be 
resolved in an expeditious and satisfactory manner if a serious and responsible solution was found to 
the sovereignty issue. In this regard the Argentine delegation reaffirmed the Argentine Government's 
willingness to find a solution to the conflict based on the recommendations made by the United Nations.
For its part, the British delegation stated that it was not disposed to discuss the sovereignty issue. Since 
this circumstance impaired the objective of the Bern meeting, there was no purpose in continuing the 
talks.”289

“Although the talks did not depend on any change in the two governments' positions on the Falkland 
Islands, they broke down over a form of words covering Argentine claims to sovereignty. It had been 
agreed that the Argentines would raise the topic and that Britain would respond by saying that she was 
not prepared to discuss the matter. This was apparently not done, although there was initial confusion in
Buenos Aires while the Swiss chairman attempted to keep the talks going.” 290

“They broke down because the Argentine representatives took a position that ran directly counter to the basis 

for the negotiations that had been explicitly agreed by them in advance. That was a sadly missed opportunity. 

The Argentine representatives knew then, and the House knows now, that we are not prepared to discuss with 

Argentina sovereignty over the Falkland Islands. The Government believe that Argentine actions in 1982 have 

ruled that out. And yet the Argentine representatives insisted at Berne, in the face of the clear prior agreement 

to the contrary, that no progress could be made towards normalisation without the certainty that a 

mechanism would be established that would in practice lead to a transfer of sovereignty.” 291

“Although the Berne episode was designed merely to provide talks about talks, it served to highlight the 

incompatibility of Argentine and British approaches to the future of the Falklands, since the British anxiety to 

concentrate upon the first stage, of practical issues, conflicted with the Argentine desire to blur the 

distinction... because of Argentina's refusal to negotiate on any topic unless sovereignty was on the agenda.” 292

288 Romero 2020
289 Press statement of Foreign Minister Dante Caputo in Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D840463–0817
290 Falkland Focus July 1984
291 Falkland Islands (Foreign Affairs Committee Report) HC Deb 14 March 1985 vol.75 cc492-530
292 The Future of the Falkland Islands: a solution made in Hong Kong? P. J. Beck 1985
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“The meeting in Berne failed because of the mention of the topic of sovereignty. In this case, both sides ending 

accusing the other of having broke the previously agreed formula. ... the Argentine press, citing Swiss sources, 

claimed the South American diplomats had been assured that the British would respond to the sovereignty 

issue with "the almost scripted" 'not in a position' to discuss it. In that case, Argentine representatives would 

assume that sovereignty would not be excluded (for ever), and they would proceed with the discussion of other 

topics. But, the British gave a different answer. Their representatives stated precisely that they were "not 

prepared" to discuss the topic, which had a meaning very different to that of the expected answer.” 293

“The ups and downs of British politics and the repeated island(er) obstruction during the more than 16 years of

negotiations ... were replaced by a firm decision not to return to the negotiating table. Career officials who had

supported a diplomatic solution to the dispute, including the last Ambassador in Buenos Aires, took second 

place. This policy led to the failure of the bilateral meeting that took place in Bern in 1984, which London 

attributed to translation errors made by the host. It should only be noted, in this regard, that no one doubts the

Swiss competence to intervene in matters as delicate as this.” 294

“To avoid the failure of the talks, the parties had established that Argentine negotiators would present the issue

of sovereignty for discussion, to which the British would respond "not being prepared" to discuss the issue. 

Faced with this response, Argentina would assume that sovereignty was not excluded and would proceed with 

the discussion of other issues. However, the British negotiators introduced a simultaneous translation of the 

conversations in Spanish, making their statements official. In this way, the Foreign Office negotiators stated 

that the government of Margaret Thatcher "was not willing" to discuss the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands.

Hearing the refusal of the British negotiators, the Argentine delegation ended the talks.” 295

On the same day, the Falkland Islands Government grants an onshore oil prospecting licence to Firstland Oil & 

Gas PLC for an area known as Douglas Station on West Falkland Island. 296

“The licence was granted under the Falkland islands Mining ordinance. Its grant was an example of the 

exercise by the people of the Falkland islands of the right freely to dispose of their natural resources. This light 

is recognized by article 1 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and article 1 

of the international covenant on Civil and Political Rights, both of which have been ratified by the United 

Kingdom. Under the licence, rent and royalties are payable to the Falkland Islands Government” 297

July 20th, Sir Geoffrey Howe informs US Secretary of State Shultz of the breakdown of the Berne talks. 

“We recognized of course that Britain and Argentina had different positions on the sovereignty issue. It 
was clear to us that if talks between us were not to founder at the outset on this issue, we should have to
devise an arrangement which met those different positions. After many months of discussions, we finally
reached agreement through the Swiss, on the basis of an Argentine proposal, that if the Argentine 
representatives raised the subject of sovereignty, as they clearly wished to do, the British side would 
respond that we were not prepared to discuss it. Discussion would then move straight on to the practical
issues of concern to both sides and would continue on those subjects. This agreement was specifically 
agreed by the Argentine Government and confirmed by the Swiss. We complied scrupulously with this 
arrangement when the talks opened in Berne. As we had expected, the Argentines raised the question of 

293 Corbacho 2000. “Not prepared” had been the response agreed with the Swiss.
294 La política británica hacia las Malvinas Vicente Berasategui 2013
295 Herrero 2020 
296 Hansard, Commons July 25, 1985 vol.83 
297 Letter dated 24 January 1985 from the Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom … addressed to the Secretary-

General. UN Doc. A/40/97
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sovereignty. As we had indicated in advance, we made plain that we were not prepared to discuss it. We 
then went on to put forward some constructive ideas on a number of practical issues ... Sadly the 
Argentine representatives were not willing to continue the talks on the agreed basis. They advanced the 
new proposition that discussion of the practical issues we had put forward could only take place on 
condition that we accepted some mechanism to address the question of sovereignty. They must have 
known that this was quite inconsistent with the agreed basis of the talks. But they maintained that unless
their new condition was met, they were not prepared to pursue the talks. The talks therefore came to an 
end.” 298

July 26th, reported in Spain's El Pais.

“The former commander of the Third Corps of the Argentine Army, General Benjamín Menéndez, 
declared yesterday (to) a radio station in Buenos Aires that "there will be war in the future with Chile, 
because I believe that no one would like to lose the South Atlantic Ocean and the projection towards 
Antarctica. ". The general, who surrendered Puerto Argentino, the capital of the Falklands, in the war 
with the United Kingdom two years ago, is known in military circles as tough and ultra-nationalist and 
was one of the soldiers most reluctant to accept the mediation of Pope Juan Pablo II in the conflict 
over the sovereignty of the canal between Chile and Argentina. In this regard, senior Argentine military
commanders consider that, from the beginning of the papal mediation in the conflict, the sovereignty of 
the islands that surround the Beagle Channel was totally in favor of Chile. The papal intervention 
began after Christmas in 1978 the two countries were on the brink of armed confrontation.” 299

August 2nd, Britain tells the UN; “... the best way to establish more normal relations with Argentina was to 

discuss practical issues such as resuming commercial relations, restoring air services, and a visit by Argentine 

next-of-kin to graves on the Falkland Islands, but Argentina was not prepared to negotiate on that basis.”

August 8th, in Buenos Aires, Minister Caputo speaks to US Ambassador Frank Ortiz.

“Caputo told me Argentina's goal on the Malvinas is to "disactivate" the conflict with the U.K. and 
return to the situation that existed before the Malvinas war. Argentina wants to "reinitiate" the decisions
taken in mid-1977, specifically those set forth in the joint Argentine/ U.K. communique issued June 8, 
1977. In that statement Argentina and the U.K. agreed to continue negotiations concerning future 
political relationships – including sovereignty with regard to the Falklands/Malvinas, the South 
Georgias and the South Sandwich Islands – and economic cooperation with respect to those territories 
in particular and the Southwest Atlantic in general.” 300

August 20th, at the UN, the Special Committee on Decolonization adopts a resolution calling for Britain and 

Argentina to resume negotiations to find a peaceful solution to the sovereignty dispute.

“20 of the 25 committee members had supported the Argentine inspired motion urging a resumption of 

negotiations on sovereignty. The outcome had been as expected. Councillor (Tony) Blake, who attended the 

debate with his colleague Tim Blake, indicated that their efforts had managed to retain some support for the 

British side.” 301

September 4th, the BBC broadcast 'Calling the Falklands', reports on a poll.

298 Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D840490–0540
299 Argentine general Menéndez affirms that there will be war with Chile over the Beagle in El Pais July 26, 1984
300 Ibid. D840509–0428 D840509–0428
301 Penguin News October 1, 1984
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“... a Gallup poll has established that 76% of the British public would like a resumption of diplomatic relations 

with Argentina, would like to see an agreement with the Argentines about fishing around the Falklands and 

69% want normal trading relations to be resumed. Gallup further claimed that 94% of the British public want 

the relatives of Argentine war dead to be able to visit the graves here. The poll was organised by the South 

Atlantic Council. MP George Foulkes, a member of the Council, said that the Conservative Government must 

take notice of this expression of public opinion. He also called for a resumption of the Berne talks, saying "if 

Britain isn’t seen to be talking on this, then we will be totally isolated in the United Nations." Harold Briley of 

the BBC did not agree that the poll would have any great political value. "I don’t think the government will 

attach much weight to this poll", he said.” 302

“Part of SAC's task, as we see it, is to begin to explore alternatives, to act as a 'think-tank' for ideas an 

innovation leading towards a satisfactory solution, and to help a dialogue about the future and what it might 

hold. … neither I nor the South Atlantic Council are presently advocating one policy or another, although we do

feel that, at some stage in the not too distant future, the political future of the Islands has to be frankly 

discussed with all the parties involved.” 303

September 10th, a US ship docked at Puerto Madryn, in Argentina, is forced to leave by protests over US aid to 

Britain during the 1982 War. 

September 19th, Margaret Thatcher responds to a question from MP George Foulkes regarding Belgrano.

“The need to do everything we could to protect the lives of some 10,000 British personnel – Service and
civilian then in the Task Force and at risk from the Argentine Navy – was the sole reason for the attack 
on the Belgrano. No other consideration entered the calculations of the Ministers concerned, and in 
particular there was no question of taking the action in order to undermine peace proposals put forward
by the President of Peru, about which Ministers in London had no knowledge at the time.” 304

September 21st, comedian Jim Davidson arrives in Stanley for a Combined Services Entertainments tour. 

September 25th, Argentina's President Alfonsín tells the United Nations that his country will not discuss the 

Falklands without the issue of sovereignty being included. He also makes it clear that the only acceptable 

solution to the dispute is one resulting in an eventual transfer of sovereignty to Argentina. 305

“We could accept a Hong Kong type solution measured in months, not in years, or we could accept that 
the Islands are returned to us in five years, three years, but not in 29 years. We would like this return to 
take place during the lifespan of our generation” 306

Alfonsín rejects the suggestion of a referral to the ICJ; “… no type of arbitration is appropriate.” 307

302 Ibid.
303 Article by SAC's secretary, Dr. C. R. Mitchell in Penguin News October 1, 1984
304 Thatcher to Foulkes (Annex) Sept 19th, 1984. In 1994, the Argentine government accepted that the sinking of the ARA 

Belgrano had been a legitimate act. Something its commander had long insisted on. cf. 1982. 
305 Falkland Focus August/September 1984
306 Quoted in Beck 1985. This was a reference to the 99 year lease Britain held over the New Territories; due to expire in 

1997. Negotiations on how to handle the end of the lease period had commenced in September 1982 and resulted in a 
treaty signed in December, 1984, allowing for a resumption of Chinese sovereignty in 1997 whilst maintaining the way 
of life then enjoyed by the people of Hong Kong for 50 years. In exchange, the British gave up Hong Kong Island. The 
50 years appears (in 2020) to have been a pipe dream.

307 The Falkland Islands, 5th Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee Session 1983-1984 HC 268 25.10.1984    
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“… the Alfonsín government focused all its energies on the multilateral strategy. ... "to bring the United 

Kingdom to the negotiating table by publicly denouncing the situation in various international forums." … 

However, despite the fact that Argentina obtained support for its position of dialogue for the sovereignty of the

Falkland Islands, over time the hope in this strategy was fading. The pronouncements in these international 

forums did not change the intransigence of the British not to discuss sovereignty one iota, ... Margaret 

Thatcher's government would only sit down to talk with Argentina if it declared a cessation of hostilities and 

did not raise the question of the sovereignty of the islands.” 308

September 26th, also addressing the UN General Assembly, Britain's Foreign Secretary says that talks between 

Argentina and Britain should concentrate on areas where both sides may benefit.

“At a subsequent press conference, on being asked whether the agreement with China on the future of 
Hong Kong pointed the way to a solution for Britain, s other disputed territories, Sir Geoffrey replied: 
"In the Falklands and Gibraltar we have no doubt whatsoever about our sovereignty. It does not depend
upon a lease."...” 309

October 5th, in Britain, the Labour Party conference approves a motion decrying the government's 'Fortress 

Falklands' policy; urging negotiations with Argentina.

They also call for a judicial inquiry into events surrounding the sinking of ARA Belgrano.

“Labour Party Leader, Neil Kinnock, indicated in a recent interview on the BBC that, while his party believe in 

searching for a lasting solution to the Falklands dispute, any agreement with Argentina must have the 

approval of Islanders.... "Our current government appears to be willing to take no initiatives that offer a 

prospect of ending Fortress Falklands", said Mr. Kinnock. "In the Labour Party... we understand that there 

can't be any permanence in the future of Fortress Falklands with all the huge expenditure and the distortion of 

our defence commitment that goes with that...."…” 310

In London, Parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee produces a report considering sovereignty over the 

Falklands, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. Reformed following the 1983 General Election, the 

new committee express doubts regarding the draft-report completed before that election. 311

“We sympathise with our predecessors in the difficulties they faced in seeking to reach conclusions on 
the respective strengths and weaknesses of the Argentine and United Kingdom claims. The historical 
and legal evidence demonstrates such areas of uncertainty that we are unable to reach a categorical 
conclusion on the legal validity of the historic claims of either country. … much of the historical 
argument … has been rendered less relevant by Argentina’s resort to arms.” 

“The Select Committee did not consider itself to be an appropriate court of international law and was therefore

not prepared to inquire as if it were.” 312

“The Select Committee's report represents a major opportunity missed. … Sovereignty must be discussed and it 

must be discussed now.... the policy of status quo is too costly (economically and politically) and too 

dangerous.” 313

308 Herrero 2020
309 Falkland Focus August/September 1984
310 Penguin News October 22, 1984
311 The Falkland Islands, 5th Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee Session 1983-1984 HC 268 25.10.1984. This 
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“Did the Committee consider the effect of its report in Argentina? I cannot imagine that it has been helpful. Did 

it consider the wider implications of that remark about sovereignty?” 314

However, the Committee has no doubts regarding claims to the South Sandwich Islands and South Georgia. 

“… we have no difficulty in concluding that the claims advanced by Argentina in respect of the 
Dependencies of South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands are without legal foundation.” 315

The report also comments on the current situation.

“It is clear that when referring to negotiations on sovereignty, the new Argentine Government is 
pursuing a policy essentially no different from that of its predecessors: that such negotiations, once 
begun, must lead eventually and inevitably to the relinquishment of the United Kingdom's claim to and 
administration of the Falklands.” 316

October 23rd, in Argentina, law 23109 is promulgated. This grants benefits to; “… former conscripts who have 

participated in the war actions carried out in the South Atlantic between April 2 and June 14, 1982.” 317

October 29th, nine cross-party members of the UK parliament arrive in the Falklands for an inspection tour.

October 30th, at the United Nations, Falklands representatives and Argentine petitioners are listed to make 

speeches to the Fourth Committee during its consideration of the work of the Special Committee on 

Decolonization.

“Lionel G. Blake and John E. Cheek, members of the Falkland Islands Legislative Council, and 
Alexander Jacob Betts and Susan Coutts de Maciello, natives of the Falkland Islands.”

“... Councillor John Cheek revealed that during his recent visit to the General Assembly of the United Nations, 

he officially invited the families of Argentine soldiers killed in the Falklands to visit the war cemetery at Goose 

Green. "We believe it is right and proper", he said, adding that the invitation had been extended after 

discussion in Legislative Council. Mr. Cheek said that such a visit should be carefully organised through an 

independent body such as the Red Cross.... The councillor does not believe that the Argentine Government will 

readily authorise such a visit.” 318

October 31st, Britain's representative at the UN, Sir John Thompson, responding to Argentine claims that the 

Islanders' interests will be protected, speaks to the Fourth Committee; “The notion of guarantees presupposes 

that it is for others to decide where the interests of the Falkland Islanders lie ... surely, there is no people which 

were prepared, towards the end of the 20th century, to argue that its interests should be determined by 

foreigners.”

On the same day, the Secretary-General presents his report – Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas). 319

“I have had extensive exchanges with the two Governments concerned, including meetings with the 
President of Argentina and the Prime Minister of the united Kingdom as well as with their respective 
Foreign Ministers and Permanent Representatives to the United Nations. ...

314 Sir Peter Blaker MP speaking in HC Deb 14 March 1985 vol.75 cc492-530
315 Ibid para.23
316 Falkland Islands (Foreign Affairs Committee Report) HC Deb 14 March 1985 vol.75 cc492-530
317 Malvinas: la visita de Edward Denmark, entre la admiración y la vergüenza in Tribuna January 25, 2020. This 

appeared to apply to all the veterans whether they had been posted to the Islands or remained on the mainland. Costly, it 
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318 Penguin News November 5, 1984
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5. The position of the United Kingdom Government conveyed to me in the course of these exchanges is 
that, while it believes that it would be desirable to improve bilateral relations with Argentina and to 
engage in a dialogue to this effect, it is not prepared to enter into negotiations on the issue of 
sovereignty over the Islands as called for in General Assembly resolution 38/12. 

6. The Government of Argentina reiterated its willingness to resume negotiations with the United 
Kingdom, using the good offices of the Secretary-General, in conformity with General Assembly 
resolution 38/12. It also indicated that it is prepared to enter into a dialogue with the United Kingdom 
Government for the purpose of normalizing relations, provided such dialogue includes discussion of. a 
mechanism that would be established to allow negotiation on the sovereignty dispute, a dispute which, it
stressed, constitutes the fundamental issue and which Argentina was committed to settle only through 
peaceful means. … I regret that it has not yet proven possible to implement resolution 38/12.” 320

7.

November 1st, in New York, the General Assembly adopts UN resolution 39/06. 321

“Having considered the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)... 

Recalling its resolutions 1514(XV) of 14 December 1960, 2065(XX) of 16 December 1965, 
3160(XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 31/49 of 1 December 1976, 37/9 of 4 November 1982 and 38/12 of
16 November 1983, together with Security Council resolutions 502(1982) of 3 April 1982 and 
505(1982) of 26 May 1982...

Observing with concern that, in spite of the time which has elapsed since the adoption of resolution 
2065 (XX), the prolonged dispute has not yet been resolved. …

1. Reiterates its request to the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to resume negotiations in order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the 
sovereignty dispute and their remaining differences relating to the question of the Falkland Islands 
(Malvinas).” 322

The UK exercises a right of reply to explain its negative vote.

“... the policy of the current Argentine Government on sovereignty and self-determination did not differ 
from its predecessors. The text was full of references to negotiations about sovereignty, it said, and, 
moreover, insinuated that the wishes of the population of the Falkland Islands might be open to 
negotiation. However, the principle of self-determination applied in the case of the Falklands just as in 
other cases;...” 323

“New Zealand opposed the resolution because it believed it did not adequately acknowledge the right of the 

Falklanders to a say in their future … Australia, Chad, Norway and Saint Lucia felt that the interests of the 

islanders were not adequately served by the text. ... Sweden felt it did not explicitly endorse or even refer to the 

fundamental principle of self-determination.” 324

“Councillors and Government officials have hailed the outcome of the recent United Nations General Assembly 

debate on the Falklands as a virtual victory for Britain and the Islands. Paradoxically, Argentina did receive 

320 UN Doc A/39/589
321 89 votes in favour, 9 opposed and 54 abstentions. See - https://research.un.org/en/docs/ga/quick/regular/76
322 The format changed after this resolution. See November, 1985.
323 UN Year Book 1984
324 Ibid.
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massive support for its motion urging a return to negotiations, but an unexpectedly large number of countries 

supposed Britain, and many others abstained. Political pundits had forecast a significant drop in support for 

Britain, and officials could not conceal their delight at the relatively favourable outcome. In the hope that 

Britain's former allies, especially those in the Common Market, would change sides or at least abstain, the 

Argentines had moderated the wording of their 1983 resolution. This year they simply called for a return to 

negotiations. … Speaking on the BBC's Calling the Falklands, John Dickie, the diplomatic correspondent of the 

Daily Mail, described the outcome as "a serious set-back for Argentina - they failed miserably". He called the 

debate a "good occasion for Britain". ...” 325

“... the General Assembly of the United Nations approved Resolution 39-6, by 89 votes in favour, 9 against and 

54 abstentions. President Alfonsin's diplomacy had obtained less votes than that of General Bignone. 

Important countries like Australia, Belgium, Canada, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy and 

Portugal all abstained. The Argentine diplomats did not realise that, despite the approval of the Resolution, 

they were losing ground.” 326

Interviewed on the same day, Britain's Foreign Secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, speaks of his desire for renewed 

relations with Argentina, and the need for a formal cessation of hostilities.

“In reply to the suggestion that as war had not been declared there was no need for a formal end, the minister 

had this to say: "It doesn't make much difference people of the Falkland Islands whether their homes were 

invaded and the Islands occupied as a result of war, declared or undeclared. The reality was what happened.  

If we are to have the chance of moving as we would wish to more normal relations, I think the people of the 

Islands are entitled to have it made clear that there is no further intention of hostilities". 327

November 14th, in London, Tim Renton, informs Parliament of the Government's position regarding the latest 

United Nations' resolution; “We voted against this resolution. It is not mandatory.”

A delegation of Argentine Protestant clergy arrive in Britain to discuss reconciliation. Delegate Professor Monti 

declares that the two countries should return to the pre-war position of negotiating a handover. Professor Bonino

asserts that negotiation; “... cannot exclude sovereignty, because that is the core of the conflict.”  Dr. 

Pietrantonio exclaims; “If the question of sovereignty is not present, what are we going to talk about?” Bishop 

Cutts suggests that while Islander opinion is important, it is not, “paramount.”

November 16th, at the British Foreign Office, the Head of the Near East & North Africa Region, C. W. Long, 

pens a memorandum.

“Israel was one of the few countries to supply Argentina with arms during the Falklands conflict and 
has continued to do so. … Israeli interests in Argentina will outweigh any readiness they might 
otherwise feel to be helpful to us.” 328

“… newly-released files that list evidence cited by British diplomats also reportedly note that Israel provided 

military equipment, including bomber jets, to Argentina's junta prior to the war and continued with the 

exports for years thereafter. The declassified records add that Israel was prepared to sell espionage aircraft to 

the junta, and that former British foreign secretary Geoffrey Howe had called for the exchange not to be 

implemented. However, the logs show that Long believed that Israel would pay no heed to the British request. 

325 Penguin News November 5, 1984
326 Falklands or Malvinas? Conrado E. Bullrich 2000 p.209
327 Penguin News November 12, 1984
328 C. W. Long quoted in Declassified UK files reveal Israel sold arms to Argentina during Falklands War in Jerusalem 
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… At the time, ties were strained between allies Britain and Israel over the First Lebanon War while charges 

emerged that then Israeli prime minister Menachem Begin had approved the weapons' supply to Argentina.”329

British Atlantic Airways is founded to operate an air service between Britain and the Falkland Islands. 330

December 12th, following publication of its report, the Foreign Affairs Committee holds a press conference. 

“... members ... were at pains to point out that the apparent doubts on the sovereignty issue, expressed 
in their report, were due to the lack of the Committee's legal expertise on such an issue, but they 
stressed their belief that any claims by Argentina had been rendered less relevant by the illegal resort to
force in April 1982.”

“A report from the House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee considered that the prospects for an early 

settlement of the sovereignty dispute are remote. However, in its main conclusions and recommendations, the 

report stated that "the invasion and war have greatly reinforced the moral and political force of HM 

Government's commitment to protect the interests and rights of the population of the Falklands." It also said 

that in view of the cost of the present policy to the UK, "some kind of accommodation with Argentina is not 

only inevitable but also desirable if the Falklands are to have any prospect of long-term economic prosperity 

and political stability." Nevertheless, the report accepted "the wisdom of the general approach now being 

adopted by HMG?, and considered that HMG's opposition to talks with Argentina on the sovereignty of the 

Falkland Islands and dependencies is "no doubt prudent."...” 331

In Stanley, proposals for a new Constitution arrive, which include separation of the archipelago from its 

Dependencies. Falkland Councillors are reported as being, “disturbed and angry.”  Councillor John Cheek is 

quoted in Penguin News; “If a future British Government wanted to come to some arrangement with 

Argentina over the Falklands, it would then exclude South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. Possibly 

they could get rid of the Falklands while retaining those dependencies.”

“In important respects ... while the Dependencies have remained territorially distinct from the Falkland Island 

Colony, the Dependencies and Colony have become a governmental unit. The basic conception of dependency 

has in the process changed. Instead of being a territorially and governmentally separate unit, South Georgia 

etc. have come to be treated in important respects as territories governed by a single government – that of the 

Falkland Islands.” 332

“The Constitution issue seems to revive all the old suspicions of the Foreign Office.” 333

Aired on the BBC, an edition of Brass Tacks discusses whether it is “time to talk.” Argentine Foreign Minister, 

Dante Caputo, speaks to the interviewers.

“I believe that it is entirely acceptable that the inhabitants of the islands should decide forms of 
administration, of education, and forms of social organisations best suited to their interests.” 334

329 Declassified UK files reveal Israel sold arms to Argentina during Falklands War in Jerusalem Post August 24, 2016
330 Eventually, the airline changed its name to Virgin Atlantic.
331 Falkland Focus November/December 1984
332 Quoted in Who owns the Falkland Island Dependencies in International Law? An Analysis of Certain Recent British 

and Argentine Official Statements C. R. Symmons 1984 citing the Memorandum by Dr. Murray: Appendix 30 to the 
Minutes of Evidence on the Falkland Islands, pp.494-495 
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“... the Argentines are more concerned with titular sovereignty - with the flag, the colour on the map and with 

their pride, which we ought to understand. They believe that the transfer of sovereignty need not mean a 

change of life for the islanders.” 335

In a Christmas message to the Falklands, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher emphasises; “It is the wishes of the 

Falkland Islanders that are paramount and so it will continue to be.” 336

1985 – January 2nd, in response to the press release regarding a survey by Firstland Oil & Gas, Argentina 

announces that it does not recognise a UK right to explore for, or exploit, minerals or hydrocarbons in the South 

Atlantic.337

January 7th, Lord Trefgarne, Under-Secretary of State for Defence, visits the Falklands. Speaking to the local 

press, he confirms; “The size of our forces here in the Falkland Islands is not dependent upon what we can 

afford; it is dependent upon the threat that we are facing.” 338

January 10th, PM Thatcher writes to the UK's Falkland Islands Committee; “We shall stand by our 

commitment to the Islanders' right to live under a government of their own choosing...”

January 15th, the Falkland Islands Legislative Council approves the new draft constitution for the Islands.

“Parliamentarians were swift to voice their anger in London, when it was announced … that Falklanders are 

to have the right of self-determination guaranteed  in the new constitution. Dr. David Owen of the Social 

Democrats accused Mrs Thatcher of giving Islanders the power of veto in any proposed solution for the 

dispute. He was supported by a number of MPs from both sides of the House. … The Members of Parliament 

have been further exasperated by the Government's apparent intention to pass the constitutions for the 

Falklands and the Dependencies as Orders in Council. Approval of Parliament would not be necessary.” 339

January 16th, Britain's Daily Telegraph rnewspaper eports changes to the proposed Falklands' constitution. 

These enshrine a right to self-determination but also place the Dependencies under a new Commissioner. To be 

the; “... officer administering the government of the Falkland Islands.” 

January 17th, the Conservative Government denies that the Islanders have any right of veto.

“Baronness Young, the Foreign Office Minister with responsibilities for the Falklands was reported to have 

said that Parliament would remain the supreme authority in matters to do with the future of the Falklands.” 340

January 19th, Dr. Alaine Low, of the South Atlantic Council, visits the Falklands to interview Islanders.

“Despite claims of neutrality and obvious altruism, the South Atlantic Council is viewed as a highly organised 

and sinister league of fifth columnists. .. the Council believes it is necessary for Islanders to change the whole 

emphasis of the dispute. It is a vague concept that may have little chance of success, but the members believe 

that Islanders should base their claim on citizenship, rather than sovereignty. The former commodity, Dr. 

Lowe believes, is a much more tangible and attainable one. She points: out that the British way of life is seen 

by most Islanders as the most important item at stake in the dispute, and this could be guaranteed. easily at 

the expense of sovereignty.” 341

335 Ibid.
336 Quoted in Falkland Focus November/December 1984
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In February, the British Government responds to the House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee report.342

“The Government regret the Committee’s reluctance to reach a categorical conclusion on the legal 
validity of Britain’s title to the Islands. The Government’s position on sovereignty over the Falkland 
Islands has been made clear on numerous occasions. The Islands are British territory. Britain’s title is 
derived from early settlement, reinforced by formal claims in the name of the Crown and completed by 
open, continuous, effective and peaceful possession, occupation and administration of the Islands since 
1833.” 343

February 14th & 15th, in the USA, the University of Maryland hosts a third seminar on the subject of the 

Falkland Islands, attended by members of the South Atlantic Council. 344

“When the participants met for the last of the three workshops in February 1985, the Argentine team included 

a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and, for the first time, the team from London was joined 

by an influential Falkland Islander, indicating that conversations with the Argentine adversary had become 

viewed as a legitimate activity three years after the war. During the time period between Maryland II and III, 

an official meeting between representatives of the two governments had been briefly held in Berne, sponsored 

and arranged by the Swiss and Brazilian Governments, who were the respective Protecting Powers in the 

continuing absence of diplomatic relations. … At Maryland III, much time was taken up exploring the reasons 

for the rapid collapse of these official level talks, but discussions soon turned to a review of a draft paper 

written by two of the British participants which outlined a range of options for a long-term solution of the 

conflict over the Falklands/Malvinas. At the urging of the facilitators, much of the final two days of the 

workshop were spent drafting a set of agreeable principles for a settlement, which it was hoped might form the

basis for discussion during a renewal of the abortive official talks. At the end of the third workshop, 

participants returned to their respective capitals with a draft of agreed principles as the main workshop 

output. The paper surveying "options" was later published as an Occasional Paper by SAC. Maryland III saw 

the ending of this linked set of workshops. Participants seemed to feel that the format had been useful in 

restoring some contacts, in establishing linkages between ... the main adversaries dedicated to the search for a 

long-term solution, and in producing some creative ideas. However, it was also felt that the format was no 

longer useful as the parties' isolated positions of 1983 had been much eroded. Full restoration of something like

normal communication had been, or was about to be, achieved, There seemed to be clear signs that formal 

diplomatic contacts would shortly be re-established.” 345

February 16th, Argentina's government comments upon the prospect of constitutional change in the Falklands.

“The conditions and ways of life of the Malvinas Islands' inhabitants constitute an essential element of 
the negotiations that must take place with the United Kingdom ... the Argentine Constitution provides 
for a Federal system which grants autonomy to the provinces, opening the possibility to adopt a legal 
regime ensuring the islanders the preservation of their interests, way of life, traditions and patrimonial 
rights, with due guarantees within the frame of an overall solution.” 346

February 18th, Argentina complains to the United Nations regarding the proposed constitutional changes.

342 Seet – https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/foreign-affairs-committee-5th-report-1983-84.pdf
343 Fifth Report from the Foreign Affairs Committee: Session 1983-84: Falkland Islands: Observations by Her Majesty’s 

Government February 1985 para.3
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“The Government of the Argentine Republic expresses its concern at the news from London that the 
Government of the United Kingdom plans to reform the Constitution of the Malvinas Islands. The terms 
of this reform imply a total disregard of united Nations General Assembly resolutions 37/9, 38/12 and 
39/6 and, in particular, of the spirit of resolution 31/49, which calls upon the parties to refrain from 
taking decisions that would unilaterally modify the current situation. Inappropriately invoking the 
principle of self-determination, this reform would supposedly grant the inhabitants of the Malvinas 
Islands the possibility of prolonging the colonial situation which exists there, while forgetting, inter 
alia, that they are now full British citizens in accordance with the Nationality Act adopted by the British
Parliament in 1983. Such power would appear to be even more surprising in view of its implication that
the people of the islands could exercise the right to veto potential decisions of the United Kingdom 
Parliament concerning the Malvinas Islands, ...” 347

A decree of the Government of Argentina (No. 879) repeals the creation of the Military Gobierno de la Malvinas 

Islands, South Georgias y Sandwich del Sur (decree 681 of 1982); returning those territories to the 

administration of Tierra del Fuego. 348

February 21st, in Washington, during a press conference at the British Embassy, Margaret Thatcher is asked 

whether she has any plans; “...to get the talks with Argentina on the Falklands dispute moving again? 

“No, certainly not! The Falkland Islands are under British sovereignty; their people wish most 
earnestly to stay British. Their wishes are paramount. That is a right to self-determination enshrined in 
the United Nations Charter. A nation now like Argentina, which has just come to democracy and has 
expressed its own self-determination, cannot require self-determination for itself and deny the same 
right to others.”

On the same day, Argentina's captured submarine, ARA Santa Fé, damaged in 1982, is raised from its position in

King Edward Cove and towed out to sea. Allowed to sink off Cumberland Bay. 349

From Brussels, the European Commission calls for a 200-mile limit around the Falkland Islands.

“The European Parliament has backed an amendment to a resolution on fisheries as relevant to Spain 
and Portugal's accession to the EEC which ’’notes the fisheries potential of the Falklands which is an 
overseas territory of the Community and calls on the UK Government to declare a two hundred mile 
fishery zone around the Islands". In a letter to Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr James Provan,MEP who tabled 
the resolution, called on the British Government to take urgent action to protect the fisheries around the
Falklands.” 350

March 12th, it is announced in the House of Commons that the title of Civil Commissioner of the Falkland 

Islands will lapse, and the title of 'Governor' restored. 

“The Falkland Islands Constitution Order 1985 and the South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands 
Order 1985, both orders in Council have now been laid before Parliament under the British settlements 
Act 1887. These Orders are not subject to parliamentary proceedings and come into operation on 18 
April 1 985.” 351

347 UN Doc A/40/132: Letter dated 18 February from the Permanent Representative of Argentina to the United Nations
348 See 1990
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March 13th, in a letter to the Secretary-General, Britain tells the UN that the proposals for a new Falklands 

Constitution is consistent with its international obligations under both the Charter and the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 352

March 14th, in London, Foreign Secretary Howe opens a debate on the report of the Foreign Affairs Select 

Committee published in December, 1984. 353

“Some concerns were expressed in the islands about the Government's decision to promulgate separate 
constitutions for the Falkland Islands and for the dependencies on the ground that this might imply an 
intention to relinquish sovereignty over the Falkland Islands while retaining the dependencies. I can 
assure the House that there are absolutely no grounds for that anxiety. We have no such intention. Our 
position on sovereignty is firm. That is one of the few points on which we take a different view from the 
Committee. I have to say that we were disappointed that its report did not reach a categorical 
conclusion on the legal validity of Britain's title to the Falkland Islands. Successive British 
Governments have had no such doubts. In their view - and in our view - the islands are British territory.
Even so, there is good reason to make separate constitutional provision for the two territories. Although
the dependencies have for convenience been administered from Port Stanley, they are a separate 
dependent territory with their own requirements. Unlike the Falkland Islands, they have no permanent 
population and, therefore, no need for representative government. … The close relationship that has 
long existed between the two territories will be reflected in the new arrangements that we propose. The 
Governor of the Falkland Islands will also be commissioner for South Georgia and the South Sandwich 
Islands. In this capacity, he will consult the Executive Council of the Falkland Islands on matters 
relating to the dependencies which might affect the Falkland Islands. The new constitution for the 
Falkland Islands contains one important new element. The island councillors expressed the view that 
the constitution should include a reference to their right of self-determination. We agree with them. … 
They make up a peaceful and homogeneous community which has developed democratic institutions 
over more than a century. Their right to self-determination will now be reflected in their constitution, 
and we shall uphold it.” 354

On the issue of Argentine claims, Howe tells the House; “... we are not prepared to discuss with Argentina 

sovereignty over the Falkland Islands. The Government believe that Argentine actions in 1982 have ruled that 

out.” Pressed on the issue by Dr. David Owen, Howe adds; “... I did answer the question. I said that there were 

many ways of discussing sovereignty, and many arrangements that could be suggested for it, but we are not 

prepared to discuss sovereignty. As we have made clear, we are anxious to begin discussing the range of 

practical questions which could sensibly be addressed ...” 355

Secretary Howe also announces that Britain will seek to negotiate a multilateral management agreement to 

control fishing in the South Atlantic.

During the same debate, Sir Anthony Kershaw answers questions on behalf of the Government.

“I have no doubt that the British claim to sovereignty over the Falklands is sound in law. It must be 
granted that the various claims made before 1833 and the landings that took place present a somewhat 
confusing picture. The British occupation in 1833 was a legitimate and legally respectable action, 

352 UN Doc A/40/177 of 1985. Argentina had not ratified the International Covenant at that time.
353 Falkland Islands (Foreign Affairs Committee Report) HC Deb 14 March 1985 vol.75 cc492-530 Full debate here – 
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which, having been followed by continuous occupation and administration, enthusiastically supported 
by the population, makes undeniably good our legal claim to sovereignty. The fact that the Argentines 
believe the opposite is irrelevant.”

Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, Tim Renton, closes the debate. 

“It is we who have been trying constantly to open the window and it is the Argentines who so far have 
always slammed it shut again. We regret that they are not yet ready to accept that, while the issue of 
sovereignty must be set aside, discussion of other outstanding problems would help promote a climate of
greater trust, to our mutual benefit. So far Argentina has not been prepared to share this reasonable 
approach, but we shall persevere in our attempts and we must hope that Argentina will respond to the 
steps that we have proposed. ... We want to improve relations with Argentina. We stand by our 
commitments to the Falkland Islands. There is nothing incompatible in those two aims. We are confident
that this is the right approach, and that no sensible alternative to it exists. We shall, therefore, continue 
to implement it with determination and energy. I have no doubt that the House will endorse that 
approach.” 356

March 18th, in New York, Argentina claims that the UK is obligated by the United Nations Charter to seek a 

peaceful settlement of the sovereignty dispute: “Art.33 (1): The parties to any dispute, the continuance of which 

is likely to endanger the maintenance of international peace and security, shall, first of all, seek a solution by 

negotiation, enquiry, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement, resort to regional agencies or 

arrangements, or other peaceful means of their own choice.”

# Researcher's Comment: Britain had negotiated. From 1966 until 1982, when Argentina stopped talking and 

opted for trial by combat. I anyone was in breach of the UN Charter, it was Argentina. After the 1982 war was 

over, Argentina asserted that its pursuit of sovereignty over the archipelago would be through entirely peaceful 

means. Britain had recovered the territory and had no plans to attack Argentina so, therefore, there could be no 

likely 'endangerment' of international peace and security. As far as the UK was concerned, the dispute was over.

“It is clear from the wording of Article 33 that the obligation to settle disputes by peaceful means does not 

apply to all disputes, but only to those disputes "the continuance of which is likely to endanger the maintenance

of international peace and security."...” 357

April 18th, the new Falklands Constitution comes into force, with the territory becoming a 'parliamentary 

representative democratic dependency'. The Governor, as the Queen's representative, remains head of the 

Falkland Islands Government (FIG); retaining responsibility for foreign affairs.358 South Georgia and the South 

Sandwich islands are declared a separate British Overseas Territory, under the control of a Commissioner.

April 20th, Argentina responds to Britain's letter of March 13th to the UN Secretary-General, refusting Britain's 

arguments and accusing the UK governmentof “obstructing a negotiated comprehensive settlement”. 359

April 22nd, in Buenos Aires, General Galtieri and other members of the 1982 junta are put on trial in a military 

court. Allegations include human rights violations and the mismanagement of the Falklands campaign. An 

internal investigation into Galtieri's prosecution of the Falklands' invasion recommends that the General be 

stripped of all rank, dismissed and face a firing squad. 360

356 Ibid.
357 The Obligation to Negotiate in International Law: Rules and Realities Martin A. Rogoff 1994 p.156
358 Replaced in January, 2009. See - https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/const-85.pdf
359 UN Doc A/40/187
360 Galtieri was cleared of the human rights charges in December, 1985
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May 12th, in the Falklands, Prince Andrew officially opens Mount Pleasant airport. 

“The United Kingdom Government has consistently sought better relations 

with Argentina. But it remains determined as well to fulfil its clear 
commitments to the Falkland Islanders under the United Nations
Charter and the United Nations Covenant on Civil and Political  Rights.
The people of the Falkland Islands suffered a traumatic invasion and 

military occupation only three years ago. Not surprisingly, they expect the

administering power to defend them against any renewed attack. The

construction of a new airport, suitable for use by modern wide-bodied jets,

is a necessary element in the United Kingdom Government’s policy of

deterring aggression and of providing for the defence or the Islands

against attack. The United Kingdom's forces are maintained at the

minimum level necessary to fulfil this defensive mission, They threaten no

one. Indeed their presence contributes to peace and security in the  region.”

May 16th, Argentina writes to the UN Secretary-General complaining that

the opening of a new airport represents an escalation in Britain's 

“militarization” of the archipelago. 362

In the UK, George Foulkes MP, speaks to Breakfast Television.

“I give this pledge on behalf of the Labour Party: we would never sell out the Falklanders. We want to 
find a solution which allows Fortress Falklands to be phased down; which allows us to have peace with
Argentina; and to get back onto diplomatic relations with Argentina but we want to protect the interests 
of the Falklanders and respect their wishes.” 363

May 23rd, the Defence Committee of the House of Commons publishes its report.

“In the Report of the Defence Committee of the House of Commons, published on 23 May 1985, it was explained

that the total Falklands costs over the period 1982 to 1994 will be some £4,650 million at 1983/4 prices; almost

exactly half the programme cost of Trident on the same price base and over a rather longer period.” 364

May 29th, Britain responds to Argentina's complaints, that the airport has; “... a dual civil and military role.”365

“Its construction was necessary ... and the presence of its forces contributed to peace and security in the region.

Further, the United Kingdom denied a number of allegations made by Argentina, among them, that there was 

any North Atlantic Treaty Organization dimension to its involvement in the area; that it had introduced 

nuclear weapons into the South Atlantic; that the Falkland Islands was within the application of the Antarctic 

Treaty or that its activities contravened the Treaty’s purposes; or that the Charter obligation to the peaceful 

settlement of disputes required, irrespective of circumstances, recourse to negotiations.” 366

361 UN Doc A/40/345: Letter dated 29 May 1985 from the Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

362 UN Doc A/40/317. The Falkland Islands lie outside the Antarctic Treaty area
363 Quoted in Falkland Focus April-May 1985. Foulkes was a founder member of the South Atlantic Council.
364 Further forward thoughts on the Falklands Malcolm Deas 1989 in Britain and Latin America: a changing relationship 

Victor Bulmer-Thomas (ed.) 1989. Deas cites British Defence Policy and the South Atlantic (South Atlantic Council 
Occasional Paper No.2, May 1986) by General Sir Hugh Beach.

365 UN Doc A/40/345:  Letter dated 29 May 1985... op cit.
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May 30th, the Organization of American States adopts a resolution expressing concern at the establishment of 

military facilities in the islands; nine Caribbean members, and the USA, abstain. Canada votes against.

June 14th, in London, HM Queen Elizabeth II unveils a memorial in St. Paul's Cathedral crypt to the 255 British 

servicemen who died during the Falklands War. Prince Andrew lays a wreath on behalf of the Falkland Islanders.

July 8th, in Parliament, the British Government announces that; “.. better relations with Argentina could only 

realistically be achieved by seeking agreement on practical issues; and that, as a step in that direction, it was 

lifting, with effect from midnight that day, the ban on imports from Argentina which had been in place since 

April (7) 1982.” 367

July 10th, in a press communique, Buenos Aires responds to the UK's parliamentary statement of the 8th.

“What separates the Argentine Republic from the United Kingdom is the question of sovereignty over 
the Malvinas, South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands. This is the basic problem; if it did not exist, 
neither would there exist difficulties with respect to trade, economic and diplomatic relations. This is 
not to say that the transfer of, sovereignty is essential in order to bring about the resumption of trade 
and diplomatic relations. It merely means that such resumption would have solid foundations once the 
matter which separates the two nations ceases to be ignored by one of them. … The United Kingdom 
Government is quite correct in its observation that we must advance step by step in order to rebuild 
mutual trust and solve all our problems. That is a realistic and appropriate position. What is not 
realistic is the attempt to advance step by step in secondary matters, brushing aside all treatment of the 
fundamental discrepancy. … a stable relationship requires that the central issue separating our two 
nations should not be ignored; secondly, mutual trust requires the elimination of threats to the security 
of the Argentine Republic of any type, such as the threat presented b1r the excessive and 
disproportionate militarization of the islands, and the maintenance of the so-called protection zone. … 
Hence it has been the policy of the Argentine Republic upheld by numerous decisions of the United 
Nations and other multilateral forums to maintain that the problem of sovereignty must necessarily be 
included in any type of negotiation undertaken with the United Kingdom.... Accordingly, it invites the 
United Kingdom Government to initiate negotiations in the course of the next 60 days, and to this end it
is prepared to embark on the necessary preparations forthwith, either through the mission of good 
offices entrusted by the General Assembly to the Secretary-General of the United Nations or, if 
preferred, through friendly Powers that represent the respective interests. The Argentine Government 
has not deemed it necessary to make a formal declaration of cessation of hostilities, the de facto 
existence of which has been recognized in various resolutions of the United Nations. However, if this 
matter is viewed by the United Kingdom Government as the remaining obstacle to the initiation of 
negotiations, the Argentine Government would be prepared to make the declaration as soon as the 
United Kingdom Government agrees to initiate the general negotiations repeatedly recommended by the
international community.” 368

July 12th, Britain's mission to the UN calls Argentina's answer; “... a disappointing response to the initiative we 

took in lifting the ban on Argentine imports... their statement does not indicate any willingness to reciprocate 

directly. … Our statement of 8 July made it absolutely clear that we are not prepared to discuss sovereignty.”369

367 UN Doc A/40/468: Letter dated 29 May 1985 from the Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General.

368 UN Doc A/40/478
369 UN Doc A/40/496
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July 25th, in the House of Commons, MP George Foulkes ask the Foreign Secretary what discussion have been 

held regarding offshore oil explorations around the Falklands archipelago. Responding, Ronald Timothy Renton 

states that Firstland Oil & Gas have expressed an interest, and the matter is being considered. 370

An Argentina Naval Electra aircraft is intercepted by two British Phantoms as it approaches the archipelago.

“... that on 25 July one of its naval aircraft on a maritime transit control flight was intercepted for 12 
minutes by two United Kingdom Phantom aircraft within the 200-mile area of Argentina’s jurisdiction 
and more than 15 miles from the outer limit of the exclusion zone unilaterally set up around the 
Malvinas by the United Kingdom.” 371

Answering the accusation, the UK tells the UN Secretary-General that; “... two United Kingdom aircraft were 

dispatched for inspection. They identified it as an Argentine Electra but made no contact and did not harass it. 

The three aircraft were flying in international airspace and there was no justification for Argentina to describe

this routine operation as blatantly provocative. ... as Argentina had not declared a formal cessation of 

hostilities and continued to purchase sophisticated weaponry, forces had to be maintained at the minimum 

level necessary to defend the Islands from attack.” 372

August 9th, in New York, the United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization expresses; “... regret that the

resumption of talks had not taken place due to the United Kingdom’s refusal to deal with the sovereignty 

issue...”

“The Committee was addressed by Falkland Islands Councillor John Cheek who explained the 
Islanders’ views and their wishes for the future. However, the Decolonisation Committee approved by 
20-0 with four abstentions the resolution, sponsored by Chile, Cuba and Venezuela, urging resumed 
negotiations and criticizing British 'militarization' of the Islands.” 373

September 12th, at a press conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina's Foreign Minister Dante Caputo notes:

“The 6o-day period  following the invitation which the Argentine government through me, to the United 
Kingdom Government, to resume negotiations on the question of the Malvinas islands within that 
period, ended on 11 September. In that invitation, the Argentine government also said that it was 
prepared to embark on the necessary preparations forthwith, either through the mission of good offices 
entrusted to the Secretary-General by the United Nations General Assembly or through the friendly 
protecting powers who represent the countries respective interests.... Thus far, however, the United 
Kingdom government has given no positive response to the Argentine invitation. This blatant 
indifference shows how little importance the United Kingdom, a permanent member of the Security 
Council, attaches to the Organization' s decisions.... We therefore appeal to the reason and good sense 
of the United Kingdom authorities, which cannot continue to ignore the existence of a dispute which 
they have acknowledged on numerous occasions.... There is thus no remaining justification for the 
United Kingdom's conduct other than the attempt to perpetuate an anachronistic and illegal colonial 
situation, ignoring United Nations mandates applicable to the situation.” 374

September 18th, in Paris, President Alfonsín talks with the leader of Britain's Labour Party, Neil Kinnock. 

370 Hansard, House of Commons, July 25, 1985, Written Answers vol.83
371 UN Doc A/40/516: Letter dated 29 July 1985 …. to the Secretary General.
372 UN Doc A/40/527 Letter dated 2 August 1985 …. to the Secretary General.
373 Falkland Focus August/September 1985
374 UN Doc A/40/646 Letter dated 12 September 1985 …. to the Secretary General.
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“Both agreed on the need for the re-establishment of diplomatic and commercial relations between the 
Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom. To that end, they expressed their desire that negotiations 
should be initiated to explore the means of resolving the outstanding problems between the two 
countries, including all aspects of the future of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) . They also jointly 
stressed the importance for the inhabitants of those islands of effectively guaranteeing the preservation 
of their customs, their ways of life and traditions, as well as respect for forms of administration, 
education and social and economic organization. In that connection, Mr. Kinnock stressed the 
fundamental importance of taking fully into account the interests of the inhabitants of the islands, and 
President Alfonsin pointed to the range and the extent of the rights guaranteed by Argentina's 
democratic Constitution. President Alfonsin and Mr. Kinnock expressed their appreciation to the 
Socialist International Secretariat for facilitating their useful meeting.” 375

“Among a number of issues discussed at the meeting, Argentina reported that both sides had expressed the 

desire that negotiations be initiated to explore the means of resolving the outstanding problems between the 

two countries, including all aspects of the future of the Falkland Islands.” 376

“In 1985, President Alfonsin signed a statement with the head of the British Labour Party. In this statement it 

said that if the Labour Party won the elections, they were going to negotiate sovereignty.” 377

“(Another) tenuous bilateral attempt was, ..., the signing of an agreement between President Alfonsin and 

British Labour leader Neil Kinnock in September 1985 in Paris. In it both governments pledged to resume 

negotiations for the Falklands, should Labour return to power in the United Kingdom. At the end of the 

meeting .., Alfonsin and Kinnock had released a joint communiqué in which they expressed their agreement to 

re-establish diplomatic relations and noted two important commitments: 1) It hoped that negotiations would 

begin to explore ways of resolving the outstanding problems between the two countries, including all aspects of

the future of the Malvinas Islands. 2) They also jointly stressed the importance for island dwellers of effectively

ensuring the preservation of their customs, ways of life and traditions. After the meeting, Kinnock went further

and told reporters that " the issue of sovereignty is very complex, it will take a long time and can only be 

included at the end of a period of negotiations." but Kinnock lost the elections to Major, ... and also the 

leadership of the party, which resulted in the compromise disappearing.” 378

At a press conference in Cairo, PM Thatcher is asked to comment on the meeting between Alfonsín and Kinnock.

“I am somewhat surprised at the decision. After all, the Argentine has not formally declared an end to 
hostilities; although we have urged her to do so, she has not done so. Nevertheless, in spite of that, we 
have done all we can to restore ordinary commercial relations between the Argentine and Great Britain 
and we now agree to imports from the Argentine. In spite of the strenuous efforts we have made, there 
has been absolutely no response from the Argentine. They do not wish to restore commercial relations. 
They only wish to discuss the sovereignty of the Falklands. I therefore am very surprised at Mr. 
Kinnock's visit, very surprised indeed, and I feel that it will deeply upset the people of the Falkland 
Islands. It is unfortunate that Neil Kinnock, who had neither met nor consulted with the Falkland 
Islanders, felt able to discuss their sovereignty with their recent aggressor, ...” 379

375 UN Doc A/40/662: Letter dated 18 September 1985 …. to the Secretary General.
376 UN Yearbook 39. 1985 (published 1989). No confirmation of this interpretation of the talks was forthcoming from the 

British Labour Party.
377 Former Argentine Foreign Minister, Dante Caputo, quoted in La Prensa May 3, 1998
378 Romero 2020
379 Falkland Islands Newsletter November 1985
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September 25th, addressing the UN, Britain's Foreign Secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, speaks of the UK's interest 

in establishing a 'multi-national' conservation zone around the Falklands archipelago. 

“Britain should unilaterally impose and enforce a fisheries protection zone around the Falklands, Argentine 

Senator Escorihuela said, according to press reports. Mr Escorihuela, Vice-President of the Senate Commission

on natural resources and environment, said that vast over-fishing by foreign ships was now taking place 

within the 150 mile protection zone. According to his information, the Spanish fleet alone was now taking as 

much fish in one year as had been caught over the previous fifteen years.” 380

October 3rd, a change to constitutional arrangements results in South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands 

being accorded separate identities. 381

October 6th, in Madrid, British Liberal Party leader David Steel, speaks to Argentina's President Alfonsín.

“...President Alfonsin and Mr. steel agreed on the need to find a peaceful and negotiated settlement to 
the dispute over the Malvinas islands and the other problems pending between the two countries. … 
They recalled that prior to the conflict in 1982 the governments of the two countries, for almost 20 
years, although intermittently, had been trying !o reach an agreement on the future at the Malvinas 
Islands. In 1980 the British government had held talks with the then Argentine government concerning 
a possible change of sovereignty. President Alfonsin and Mr. Steel maintained that, democracy having 
been restored in Argentina, both countries should now work together. and they indicated their firm 
resolve to find a solution to that long-standing dispute. Both underscored the importance of providing 
the islanders with effective guarantees of the preservation for their way of life. President ALfonsin and 
Mr. Steel agreed that the process of achieving a peaceful and negotiated solution to the dispute should 
include a formal cessation of hostilities and a tifting of the exclusion zone, the restoration of diplomatic
and trade relations, and the resumption of negotiations on all issues concerning the future of the 
Malvinas islands. including sovereignty. Preparations for those talks should be undertaken 
simultaneously and without delay by both Governments.” 382

“With reference to the statements made by the leader of the Opposition, Mr. Neil Kinnock, and the leader of the 

Liberal Party Mr. David Steel, following their meeting with President Alfonsin of Argentina. Their statements 

gave no thought to the wishes, interests or rights of the Falkland Islanders. The wishes of the Islanders are to 

remain British, and our interests lie in a British way of life under a British flag. Our rights are to live under a 

democratic government of our own choosing, as laid down in our new cosntitution which was supported by 

the British Parliament. Although both men went out of their way to accomodate the Argentine stance, neither 

made any attempt to discover the Falkland Islanders viewpoint, and yet they are both prepared to make 

statements in the 'Islanders interests'. We are shocked that such statements can be issued so soon after British 

lives were lost fighting to liberate British territory, free British subjects and restore their right to self-

determination.” 383

“In September 1985, Neil Kinnock (then the leader of the Labour Party) met President Alfonsin at the Socialist 

International in Paris and in October 1985 David Steel (then the leader of the Liberal Party) met Alfonsin at 

the Liberal International in Madrid. The SAC was involved in both these meetings and at each one an agreed 

statement was announced.” 384

380 Falkland Focus August/September 1985
381 Seal Fisheries of the Falkland Islands & Dependencies: A Historical Review A. B. Dickinson 2007 p.8
382 UN Doc A/40/734: Letter dated 8 October 1985 …. to the Secretary General.
383 Penguin News October 21, 1985 quoting a statement issued by the Falkland Islands Council on October 8, 1985
384 From the South Atlantic Council's website, 2017. cf. December 1983
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October 13th, Governor Sir Rex Hunt finally leaves the Falkland Islands at the end of his tour and on his 

retirement from the Foreign Office. Gordon Wesley Jewkes is appointed his successor as Civil Commissioner. 385

“Sir Rex and Lady Hunt departed from the Falklands during the afternoon of Sunday October 13th after a 

highly eventful tour of duty. The farewell proceedings began a month or more ago when Sir Rex and Lady 

Mavis commenced on a tour which included every Farm Settlement in the Falklands to say goodbye. Then on 

the evening of Saturday October 12th at a Public Reception held in the Town Hall to say farewell to the people 

of Stanley, Sir Rex was presented with the Freedom of Stanley by Members of the Islands Councils represented 

by Financial Treasurer Harold Rowlands, on behalf of the people of the Falklands• Only Prime Minister Mrs 

Margaret Thatcher and the Corps of Royal Marines have previously received this honour.” 386

October 15th, the Falkland Islands new Governor, Gordon Wesley Jewkes, arrives at Stanley.

November 12th, a delegation from the Islands, puts the case for a 200-mile Exclusive Fishing Zone around the 

archipelago to Sir Geoffrey Howe in London.

“... the Committee challenged strongly the official assessment of the economic value of an Exclusive 
Fisheries Zone around the Islands. This assessment was based on the Beddington Report which has 
been recently published and which the Committee asserted seriously under-estimates the level of 
catches and thereby the potential licence revenue.” 387

November 14th, Argentina agrees to a study of its fisheries by the Food and Agriculture Organisation.

November 27th, at the UN, the General Assembly debate a draft-resolution entitled Question of the Falkland 

Islands, calling for an “initiation” of negotiations between Britain and Argentina over their “pending problems.”

Two amendments are proposed by the UK. The first inserts, as the second preambular paragraph, an affirmation 

that peoples may “freely determine their political status” under their right of self-determination. The second 

amendment adds another reference to self-determination to the first operative paragraph. Argentina opposes 

these amendments, arguing that they are prejudicial to its case and favour the UK.

“The Assembly rejected, by recorded votes requested by Argentina, two amendments proposed by the 
United Kingdom. By 60 votes to 38, with 43 abstentions, it rejected a proposal to insert a new second 
preambular paragraph, by which the Assembly would have reaffirmed the right of all peoples to self-
determination and "… by virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely 
pursue their economic, social and cultural development." Another proposal, to add the phrase "and the 
right there under of peoples to self- determination" at the end of paragraph 1, was rejected by 57 votes 
to 36, with 47 abstentions.” 388

“Belize voted for the amendments to ensure protection of the rights of the people of the Falkland Islands to self-

determination. Also supporting the amendments, Samoa believed that the right of self-determination could 

have been more explicit in the draft, and Fiji added that the call for negotiations should not be at the cost of the 

fundamental right of the Falkland Islanders to have a say in their own future. Welcoming the conciliatory 

nature of the draft resolution, Botswana also supported the amendments, saying that the Falkland Islanders 

were entitled to the right to self-determination. … A number of delegations, considering the draft resolution to 

385 Not gazetted.
386 Penguin News October 21, 1985
387 Falkland Islands Newsletter February 1986. This cites The Fisheries around the Falklands J.R. Beddington, S. Brault, 

J. Gulland 1985
388 UN Year Book 1985. cf. 2008
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be constructive, also felt the adoption of the amendments would have further strengthened the text and voted 

in favour of both the amendments and the draft resolution. Among them, the Sudan thought the amendments 

would have increased the effectiveness of the text, even though the principle was already contained therein. ... 

Austria, Barbados, Chile, Italy, Samoa, Somalia and Trinidad and Tobago understood the reference in the 

draft to the United Nations Charter to include all the principles and rights embodied in that document.” 389 

“Two British amendments reaffirming the right to self-determination of peoples in general and the Falkland 

Islanders in particular were voted down... Several countries that voted against the British amendments on 

Wednesday explained that they did not oppose the principle of self-determination, but felt its inclusion in the 

resolution would add an issue of substance to what was essentially a procedural resolution aimed at getting 

the two sides to the negotiating table. The United States and a number of Britain's other allies abstained on the 

British amendments and supported the resolution.” 390

# Researcher's Comment: Argentina now cites the failure of Britain's amendments as a rejection by the UN of 

the Islanders' right to self-determination. This was not the case, as any examination of the 'explanations of vote' 

can demonstrate. However, and far more importantly, resolution 40/21 introduced a major change. See below.

The original draft-resolution (without amendments) is put to a vote in the General Assembly.

“… it was very important the support that Argentina obtained on the Malvinas issue in the General Assembly. 

That was why a great balance had to be struck in order to obtain votes from Arab and Non-Aligned Countries. 

The balance was due to the existing problems between Guyana and Venezuela, Belize and Guatemala. The 

search for favorable votes produced great wear and tear, but they got them.” 391

With 107 votes in favour, 4 opposed and 41 abstentions, the General Assembly adopts resolution 40/21 - 392

“Aware of the interest of the international community in the peaceful and definitive settlement by the 
Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland of all their 
differences, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,…

Taking note of the interest repeatedly expressed by both parties in normalizing their relations,

Convinced that such purpose would be facilitated by a global negotiation between both Governments 
that will allow them to rebuild mutual confidence on a solid basis and to resolve the pending problems, 
including all aspects on the future of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

1. Requests the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland to initiate negotiations with a view to finding the means to resolve peacefully and definitively 
the pending problems between both countries, including all aspects on the future of the Falkland Islands
(Malvinas), in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations” 393

“In explanation of vote, Portugal said that, despite the undeniable merits in the draft, particularly with respect 

to the opportunities afforded for negotiations, it was wary of any text that could be construed in a way that 

389 UN Yearbook 1985
390 Associated Press Nov 27, 1985
391 Argentina’s Defence Minister Raul Alconada Sempe quoted in Romero 2020
392  See - https://research.un.org/en/docs/ga/quick/regular/76 For a comparison with previous UN GA resolutions on the 

Falklands, see November 1984.
393 My emphasis. There is some evidence that this change of wording had been proposed by Argentina on the 

recommendation of British MP George Foulkes at a seminar hosted by Maryland University the year before. See 1984.
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failed to deal adequately with the global aspects stemming from the principle of self-determination. Solomon 

Islands felt that the lack of reference to the people of the Falkland Islands weakened the good intent of the 

draft... Papua New Guinea said that another principal party not included in the negotiation process was the 

people of the Falkland Islands; it would have supported the text if it had included the principle of self-

determination. The Federal Republic of Germany and Ireland, which had voted for the amendments because of

the importance of self-determination, had abstained on the resolution to reflect their wish not to take a position

on the merits of the dispute. Maldives believed that a question involving the future of a people should 

accommodate the interests of the people concerned.” 394

“We regret the result. The Falkland Islanders also regret it. We are all disappointed over the attitude taken 

towards a fundamental principle of the United Nations.” 395

“Although the sponsors presented the adopted resolution as neutral, it was a smiling Argentine Foreign 

Minister Dante M. Caputo who accepted the congratulations of delegates. Argentina was not among the 

resolution's 13 sponsors, but British Ambassador Sir John Thomson contended during the two-day debate that 

the resolution was ''100 percent made in Argentina'' - an allegation denied by the sponsors. … Even Britain 

conceded that the new resolution was a ''considerable improvement'' over three previous Assembly resolutions 

on the issue that called for a ''peaceful solution of the sovereignty dispute.'' Instead, it requests the two 

governments ''to initiate negotiations with a view to find a means to resolve peacefully and definitively the 

problems pending between both countries, including all aspects on the future of the Falkland Islands 

(Malvinas), in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.''...” 396

# Researcher's Comment: With the noise about self-determination, what passed unremarked was the change in 

wording. Important, if not widely reported. Prior to 1985 the call from the UN had been for “negotiations in 

order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the sovereignty dispute...” In 1985, the change was to a 

reference to “pending problems” without any mention of sovereignty. Equally as important, there was no recall 

of previous resolutions. 2065(XX) of 1965 had been buried at the UN at Argentina’s request and, it is claimed, 

on the recommendation of British Labour MP George Foulkes. The advice was bad, as Britain would ever after 

see 2065 (XX) as dead. The new wording, however, would eventually lead to the talks in 1989.

“A marked change took place in 1985 with the adoption of 40/21 which did not refer to any previous 

Resolutions … Not alluding to Resolution 2065 (XX) was as much of a plus as a minus for the UK since any 

benefit obtained by the emphasis which it had placed upon the principle of self-determination was easily 

outweighed by its anti-colonialist tone. ... Resolution 40/21 implied a gradualist approach to solving the 

outstanding problems, …” 397

“For the annual debate at the United Nations General Assembly in November, the Argentines changed tactics 

compared to the previous three years. They dropped the direct call for Britain to negotiate about sovereignty, 

talking instead of "the problems pending …, including all aspects of the future of the Falkland Islands", and 

they dropped Latin American Group sponsorship of the resolution, using instead a mixed group of seven 

developing countries. The result was a change in the Assembly’s voting – from 89 in favour to 9 against with 

54 abstentions in 1984, to 107 in favour to 4 against with 41 abstentions in 1985. The British government had 

become highly isolated on this question.” 398

394 UN Yearbook 1985
395 British Ambassador Sir John Thompson quoted by Associated Press Nov 27, 1985
396 Associated Press Nov 27, 1985
397 The Restoration of Diplomatic Relations between Argentina and the United Kingdom Malcolm Evans in The 

International and Comparative Law Quarterly vol.40 no.2 April 1991
398 From the website of the South Atlantic Council (2017).
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“An extremely important change occurred at the United Nations in 1985 when the radical government decided 

to revisit the Malvinas issue after the Malvinas people adopted a new constitution that same year. Among 

other things, it gave Islanders greater control over their domestic affairs through greater powers in its 

Legislative Assembly. However, the most important point of the Constitution was that the United Kingdom 

granted Islanders full citizenship. … Argentina sought to deal with this new situation and to amend the text of 

the resolution that was presented every year to the General Assembly with the ultimate objective of 

maintaining the Malvinas theme, with greater support for possible votes ... Resolution 40/21 of 27 November 

1985 rejected the two amendments proposed by the United Kingdom (thus giving reason to the Argentine view 

that the inhabitants of the Malvinas are not a people) and used broader terms, covering all matters concerning

the future of the islands, without any specific mention of the claim of sovereignty to remove the British 

arguments in favour of their opposition campaign.” 399

November 28th, the Falklands are raised at Prime Minister's Questions in the House of Commons. Social 

Democratic Party MP Dr. Owen. calls upon the PM to recognise the democratically elected Argentine 

government and open negotiations.

“The right hon. Gentleman referred to the UN charter. He will be aware that we tabled an amendment 
to the relevant motion before the General Assembly. That amendment was designed to uphold the right 
of self-determination of the people of the Falkland Islands. The UN turned down that amendment.” 400

Labour MP George Foulkes speaks.

“Does the Prime Minister realise that our closest EEC partners and our friends in the Commonwealth 
supported a resolution at the United Nations calling for negotiations on the future of the Falklands? 
Does she accept that that was because Argentina made a major concession by dropping its insistence on
discussions on sovereignty and instead substituted - "all aspects of the future of the Falklands"? ...” 401

Thatcher responds.

“Anyone who thinks that a motion that contains the phrase - "negotiations on all aspects of the future of 
the Falklands" does not include sovereignty must be absolutely bonkers.” 

December, Margaret Thatcher sends a Christmas Message to the Islanders.

“You in the Falkland Islands were born to freedom, born to democracy, and we must cherish and 
nurture it. We can never be complacent about it. At the heart of democracy is the right of every man and
woman to have his or her say in how he or she is to be governed. That is what the British way of life is 
all about. You know that we are committed to protecting your right to determine your own future ...”

399 Romero 2020
400 Owen had called upon Thatcher to recognise the democratically elected government in Argentina, and negotiate.
401 Prime Ministers Question Time November 28, 1985
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1986 – January, Britain, again, withdraws its cooperation from the UN's Special Decolonization Committee.

“… by mid-1985, again frustrated at the Committee’s work, the UK decided to cease cooperation (with effect 

from January 1986), while reserving the right to participate in the C24’s debate on the Falklands. In a letter to 

the then C24 Chair, the UK Permanent Representative in New York explained the UK’s decision on the grounds 

that the territories which remained in close association with the UK had chosen to do so, that this was unlikely 

to change in the near future, that the UK and its (then "Dependent") Territories, therefore considered the 

colonial era over, and hence the UN’s interest in these territories’ affairs should cease.” 402

“The United Kingdom would continue to transmit information on the Territories to the Secretary-General, as 

required under Article 73 e of the Charter; it rejected the assertion in the text's penultimate preambular 

paragraph that its non-participation had a "negative impact" on the Committee's work.” 403

In February, Baroness Young visits the Islands to discuss, inter alia, the prospect of a licensed fishing regime. 

A public meeting is organised, leading to a petition highlighting the Islanders’ concerns regarding the depletion 

of fish stocks around the archipelago.

“We,the undersigned residents of the Falkland Islands, wish our views to be known to the British Prime 
Minister and her Government regarding the fishing by numerous nations in our waters. We consider the
present uncontrolled fishing a certain disaster to our wildlife and fish stocks. A multilateral fishing zone
we believe is not the answer and would be of little advantage to our economic development due to the 
lengthy negotiations which will be necessary to bring this into being. We therefore urge the British 
Government to effect a unilateral fishing zone around our Islands without delay.” 404

February 17th, a party of Argentine Congressmen arrive in London.

“The (South Atlantic) Council had during the MP’s visit to Buenos Aires issued an invitation to Congressional 

leaders to come on a return visit to London. Suddenly the atmosphere became much more positive and 

following hectic problems of communication through a postal strike and holidays in both countries the visit 

was arranged. The delegation was in London for the week of 17-21 February 1986, and consisted of two 

leaders from each of the main parties and each house of the legislature. They were – Senator Adolfo Gass 

(Radical Party), Chairman of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs and Vice-Chairman of the Senate 

Committee on General Legislation; Senator Julio Amoedo (Peronist Party), Chairman of the Senate Committee

on International Parliamentary Affairs and Vice-Chairman of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs; 

Deputy Federico Storani (Radical Party), Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Chamber of 

Deputies, the lower house; and Deputy Julio Bordon (Peronist Party), of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 

Chamber of Deputies. The high spot of the week was a discussion at the House of Commons under the auspices 

of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (British Section), where they made a favourable impression on leading Tory 

backbenchers. In addition they had separate meetings with MPs from the other main parties, including 

Kinnock, Healey, Steel, Beith and Owen, members of the Select Committees on Foreign Affairs and on Defence 

and party spokesmen on Latin America. During their stay they also met the members of the South Atlantic 

Council, the United Nations Association; university academics specialising on Latin America, church leaders 

and the Royal Institute of International Affairs.” 405

402 Memorandum by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office O.T.18 May 2011. cf. 1971, 1974 & 1999. See – 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmfaff/writev/overseas/ot18.htm

403 UN Year Book 1986. This comment following a vote on December 2, 1986 on General Assembly Resolution 41/41B in 
which the UK voted against.

404 Quoted in Falkland Focus February 1986
405 From the website of the South Atlantic Council (2017)
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The Argentine group decline to meet with officials from the Foreign Office. 

“The expressed wish of my hon. Friend the Parliamentary Under-Secretary to meet the Argentine 

parliamentarians who visited London was only the latest in a series of initiatives which we have taken since 

1982. We were disappointed that they did not take up the offer, but we shall continue our efforts to promote 

better bilateral relations. … My hon. Friend would have been prepared to listen to the Argentinians' position. 

He would also have made clear our wish to see more normal relations, towards which we have taken step after

step, none of which has been met with a parallel response. … There were no strings attached to the offer made 

by my hon. Friend to meet the Argentine parliamentarians.” 406

Before departing, the Argentine delegation hold a press conference.

“... Deputy Storani reportedly said:"We are prepared totally to respect an autonomous government for the 

Islanders’ way of life, religion, education system and police and would respect their private property." 

However, on his return to Argentina he claimed to have been misinterpreted on the question of autonomy, 

stating:"Since our provinces are autonomous I stated that the inhabitants of the Falklands would gain 

autonomy."...” 407

A population census reveals that there are 1,916 people on the Islands, excluding military personnel, their 
families and others present in connection with the military garrison.  

March 5th, in the Commons, Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe is asked to make a statement.

“We continue to stand by our commitments to the Falkland Islanders. At the same time, we are working 
for better relations between the United Kingdom and Argentina.” 408

March 15th, the Falkland Islands Government impose fees on the trans-shipping of fish within the 3 mile limit. 

A survey of Islanders is carried out by Marplan – “What kind of sovereignty do you want for the Falkland 

Islands?” 94.5% of respondents opt for 'British Sovereignty.' Only 1.5% opt for 'Independence.'

May 16th, General Leopoldo Galtieri, Admiral Jorge Anaya and General Basilio Lami Dozo are convicted by 

Argentina's Supreme Council of the Armed Forces of negligence under Article 740 of the Code of Military Justice 

for their mismanagement of the 1982 Falklands invasion. 409

May 28th, two Taiwanese flagged trawlers are machine-gunned by an Argentine Coast Guard vessel, Prefecto 

Derbes, some 24 nautical miles outside the Falklands exclusion zone. Minor damage is sustained by Chi Fu No.6 

but Chian-der No. 3, hit by explosive shells, catches fire and sinks; leaving one crewman dead and three injured. 

Argentina's ship refuses to allow another jigger to help and declines to answer calls from a Royal Navy helicopter 

which offers medical assistance. The Argentine vessel eventually picks up the survivors.

“... these were not spontaneous actions of over-enthusiastic naval commanders, but were muscle flexing 

actions, carefully engineered and controlled from Buenos Aires. They were meant to happen and with a 

purpose: to show that it is not Britannia who rules these particular waves but Argentina.” 410

406 Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe in the House of Commons March 5, 1986 
407 Falkland Focus February 1986
408 Hansard, Commons, March 5, 1986 col.298-299
409 All three had previously been acquitted of criminal charges during the Trial of the Juntas which had considered the 

period of Argentine dictatorships 1976 to 1983. Following the Courts Martial, Galtieri received a sentence of 12 years 
imprisonment, Anaya 14 years and Dozo, 8 years. All were pardoned by Presidential decree in 1989.

410 Editorial in The Falklands Newsletter August 1986
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May 29th, Argentina's Foreign Ministry issues a statement claiming that the Taiwanese vessels were within 

“Argentine waters” and blaming; “... the existence of the so-called protection zone that Great Britain has 

illegally established against Argentina.” The action is described by the British Government as, "unjustifiable 

and excessive," and; “... amounts to an attempt to pursue a sovereignty claim by force.”

June 23rd, an all party group of Members of Parliament arrive in the Falkland Islands.

In July, Argentina signs bilateral fishing agreements with the Soviet Union and Bulgaria, allowing fishing 

vessels to operate near the Falkland Islands.

“According to the Argentine Foreign Ministry, the United Kingdom was seeking to internationalize the Sea 

adjacent to Malvinas and, as a result, the dispute would be multilateralized, which would have meant a great 

problem for our country. It is in this context that in 1986 Alfonsin signed two fishing agreements with the 

Soviet Union and Bulgaria around the Malvinas waters (he had also tried with Poland, Japan, Spain and 

South Korea but failed to achieve the agreements sought due to London's pressure on these countries). The 

fisheries agreement with the USSR and Bulgaria had authorized fishing quotas of 180,000 and 80,000 tonnes 

respectively.” 411

In August, Argentina again complains to the UN that British aircraft are harassing their fishing vessels; a claim 

denied by the UK which states that the vessels were within the British zone and needed to be identified. 412

August 8th, Argentina ratifies the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966). 413

“Article 1 – All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine
their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development....

Article 3 – The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having responsibility for the 
administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, shall promote the realization of the right of
self-determination, and shall respect that right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter....” 414

“Self-determination was thereby confirmed as a right of all peoples including those of non-self governing 

territories, and it became an obligation on states responsible for such territories to promote" the realization of 

the right of self-determination" for the peoples living in them. ... Thus Britain is obliged to promote external 

self-determination for the Falkland Islanders. To hand the islands to Argentina would be a breach of that 

obligation…” 415

# Researcher's Comment: A treaty adopted by the United Nations in 1966 which came into effect in March, 

1976. It had been this agreement that had finally persuaded the UK's governments from around 1975 that self-

determination was not merely a principle to be aimed for, but a human right. Argentina was not a willing 

signatory, but in 1986 as self-proclaimed democracy, it found itself with no choice.

August 12th, in New York, the UN's Special Committee on Decolonization considers the Falklands non-self 

governing territory (NSGT), noting; “... the administering Power concerned, did not participate; ...” 

MLA Anthony Blake, representing the Islanders, speaks to the committee.

411 Romero 2020
412 UN Yearbook 1986. Letters of complaint were dated August 11th and the 15th. Further letters of complaint were sent on 

October 1st, and November 24th.
413 Ratified by the UK on May 20, 1976.
414 The UK ratified the Covenant on May 20, 1976. See https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?

symbol=A/RES/2200(XXI) 
415 Pascoe 2020 p.312
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“Some members may well be asking themselves why the Falkland Islands Government still wishes to 
petition this Committee when our protecting power has decided not to take part in its work. We present 
our petition to pursue our right to self-determination and to make quite clear that we wish to retain our 
British sovereignty. We feel that the British Government has fulfilled all of its commitments to us under 
Chapter 11 of the United Nations Charter. … We in the Falkland Islands attach importance to the 
Committee of 24 because it is the one UN Committee that deals with the welfare of non-self governing 
peoples, like the Falkland Islanders. That is why we have taken part in your discussions. … in this 
Committee, of all Committees, it seems only right to concentrate on the people who actually live there, 
what they want, how they see the future. That being the case, we have been pretty disappointed to see 
that every year the Argentine delegation tries to turn the debate into a bilateral dispute between 
themselves and the United Kingdom … But in many of the resolutions passed by this Committee, self-
determination is always referred to as an "inalienable right." … If UN Committees could decide who 
was and who was not entitled to self-determination it would no longer be a right. Merely a 
concession. ...”

September 22nd, the UK complains to the UN regarding Argentina's agreements with the Soviet Union and 

Bulgaria; “... at a time when a technical study is under way by the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the 

United Nations that could pave the way for a multilateral agreement on long-term conservation measures.”

“What the United Kingdom really wanted was to sit at the same table with Argentina, both as coastal countries

in the South Atlantic, and negotiate multilateral agreements with the countries who were fishing in the area 

(USSR, Japan, Spain, among others). Thus, under the guise of a laudable purpose such as to prevent the 

predation of fish resources, the United Kingdom hoped to gain recognition of its alleged rights over the sea. 

This was unacceptable for us, since we would have recognized an illegitimate occupier of Argentine island 

territory as a coastal state.” 416

September 26th, the USSR and Bulgaria are warned by the UK, that their fishing agreements with Argentina 

are contrary to international law.

October 4th, following the discovery of the remains of an Argentine pilot, Lieut. Gimenez, on a remote Falklands

mountain, his father and sister attend the funeral. Given specific permission by the Falkland Islands 

Government, they are the first Argentines to arrive in the Islands since 1982.

October 5th, a group of British Members of Parliament visit Buenos Aires for the 76th meeting of the Inter-

Parliamentary Union. The group includes George Foulkes MP, of the South Atlantic Council.

“... all of us who were able to meet the Argentine delegation, ... found them extremely reasonable people and 

willing to talk positively about the guarantees that their Government will give the islanders about their way of 

life? In view of the crippling cost of Fortress Falklands and the lost opportunities in trade with the whole of 

Latin America, surely everything is to be gained and nothing to be lost by entering into direct discussions with 

the Argentine Government about all aspects of the future of the islands to try to find a solution which is 

acceptable to Britain and Argentina, and which protects the interests of the islanders?” 417

October 11th, the 76th Inter-Parliamentary Union conference in Buenos Aires, concludes.

“An amendment on the Falkland Islands under an umbrella resolution on decolonization was passed at the 

76th Inter-Parliamentary Union meeting in Buenos Aires in early October. The text proposed by the 

416 Argentina’s Foreign Minister Dante Caputo quoted in Romero 2020
417 George Foulkes MP speaking in the March 5, 1986 Commons debate that followed the Argentine delegation's visit in 

late February, 1986. See above.
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Argentinians "strongly reaffirmed the rights of the Argentine Republic to obtain restitution" of the Falklands 

Islands/ South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. It also required Argentina and Britain to renew 

negotiations and "condemned and demanded the dismantlement of the United Kingdom’s military bases" and 

the "cessation of all military activity in those territories."...” 418

October 27th, United Nations adoption of resolution 41/11 creates a South Atlantic Peace and Cooperation Zone 

in the South Atlantic, which aims to promote social and economic development, and reduce militarization. 419

“Conscious of the determination of the peoples of the States of the South Atlantic region to preserve 
their independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity and to develop their relations under conditions 
of peace and liberty,... 

3. Calls upon all States of all other regions, in particular the militarily significant States, scrupulously 
to respect the region of the South Atlantic as a zone of peace and co-operation, especially through the 
reduction and eventual elimination of their military presence there, the non-introduction of nuclear 
weapons or other weapons of mass destruction and the non-extension into the region of rivalries and 
conflicts that are foreign to it. …

4. Calls upon all States of all the region and of all other regions to co-operate in the elimination of all 
sources of tension in the zone, to respect the national unity, sovereignty, political independence and 
territorial integrity of every State therein, to refrain from the threat or use of force, and to observe 
strictly the principle that the territory of a State shall not be the object of military occupation resulting 
from the use of force in violation of the Charter of the United Nations, as well as the principle that the 
acquisition of territories by force is inadmissible. …”

October 29th, the Governor of the Falkland islands issues Proclamation No.4 of 1986. 420

“Whereas the Falkland Islands are entitled under international law to a fishery limit of 200 nautical 
miles from the baselines from which the breadth of territorial seas is measured subject to the boundary 
with a neighbouring state prescribed by the rules of international law concerning the delimitation of 
maritime jurisdiction, 

And Whereas there is a need to conserve the living resources and to regulate on an interim basis, 
fishing in the seas around the Falkland Islands, 

Now therefore I, Gordon Wesley Jewkes, acting in pursuance of instructions given by Her Majesty 
through a Secretary of State, do hereby proclaim as follows: 

1.  There is established for the Falkland Islands an interim fishery conservation and management zone, 
hereinafter referred to as "the zone". 

2. The zone has an inner boundary the outer limits of the territorial sea of the Falkland Islands and has
its seaward boundary the line formed by the circumference of a circle which has a radius of 150 

418 Falkland Focus October 1986. Britain's delegation consisted of - David Crouch, MP (Con, Chairman of the British 
Inter-Parliamentary Union); Michael McGuire MP, Lab; Geoffrey Rippon MP, Con; George Foulkes MP, Lab; Donald 
Anderson MP, Lab; Andrew Faulds MP, Lab; Michael Marshall MP, Con; Sir John Page MP, Con; and Lord 
Montgomery, Con.

419 See - https://research.un.org/en/docs/ga/quick/regular/76 Argentina regularly bases its protests to Britain on the 
provisions of this resolution; particularly when there is a round of weapons testing taking place in the Falkland Islands. 
Argentina does not consider its own weapons testing subject to any limitation as a result of this resolution however. See 
also 1967.

420 Declaration on the Conservation of Fish Stocks and on Maritime Jurisdiction around the Falkland Islands. cf. 1987
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nautical miles and its centre at Latitude 51°40’S, Longitude 59°30’W, except that between those points 
on the circumference situated at 52°30’S, Longitude 63°19.25’W and 54°08.68’S, Longitude 60°00’W 
the seaward boundary shall be a rhumb line.”

“A 150-mile unilateral fishing zone around the Falkland Islands has been announced by Sir Geoffrey Howe, 

Foreign Secretary. The conservation and management zone will be established on 1 February 1987 and will be 

policed by two fisheries protection vessels and a surveillance aircraft. The Falkland Islands Government will 

be supervising the zone and issuing licenses, the revenue from which is expected to more than cover the cost of 

the operation.” 421

“… London created a fund for the development of the archipelago and granted the islanders supervised 

administrative autonomy to negotiate fishing licenses with other countries and private shipowners. This 

decision ended up being decisive for the economic future of the islands, since fishing licenses became the main 

source of income for the islanders,..” 422

“... the English decision was hailed by the Falklands since, as identified by (Carlos) Escudé, this agreement 

allowed the Islanders to be born economically (since politically they had done so in 1982) because those who 

wished to fish around the islands had to pay the licences whose proceeds would be handed over to the 

Falklands government and not transferred to the United Kingdom.” 423

Britain informs the UN of the Falkland Islands Interim Conservation and Management Zone (FICZ).

“.. the British government hereby declares that:- The Falkland Islands are entitled under international 
law to fishery limits of a maximum of 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of 
the territorial sea is measures. The maximum extent of these limits is also subject to the need for a 
boundary with Argentina in areas where arcs of 200 nautical miles from Argentina and the Falkland 
Islands overlap. In the absence of any agreement, the British Government hereby declares that: The 
boundary is that prescribed by the rules of international law concerning the delimination of maritime 
jurisdiction....The continental shelf around the Falkland Islands extends to a distance of 200 nautical 
miles from the baselines from which the territorial sea of the Falkland Islands is measured or to such 
other limit as is prescribed by rules of international law, including those concerning the delimination of 
maritime jurisdiction between neighbours.”

“However, despite the affirmation of the right for a 200 mile fishery zone, the 1986 Proclamation, as an 

interim measure, only extended the fishery conservation and management zone to 150 miles from the centre of 

the circle, in places less than 100 miles from the islands themselves.  This may perhaps be partly because the 

immediate predecessor of the fishery zone was a naval protection zone, aimed at excluding Argentine ships 

and aircraft from the Falklands region during and following the 1982 conflict. The slice out of the zone 

towards the south-west is presumably an acknowledgement of Argentine rights to an exclusive economic zone:

the rhumb line defined in the Proclamation is very approximately equidistant between West Falkland and the 

south-eastern corner of Tierra del Fuego. Subsequent sections of the Proclamation reserved the right to extend 

the outer margin of the zone (section 3) and to manage and conserve the living resources of the zone in the 

same manner as in the territorial waters of the islands (section 4).” 424

“The United Kingdom had resisted until October 1986 the pressure exerted by the Falkland Islands lobby to 

establish an exclusive zone, through a unilateral declaration. But the British government found in the 

421 Falkland Focus October 1986
422 Herrero 2020
423 Romero 2020
424 The Falkland Islands and their Adjacent Maritime Area P. Armstrong & V. Forbes 1997
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Argentine action (with Bulgaria and the Soviet Union) the justification for the change of its policy since our 

country had refused to cooperate in a multilateral agreement, which was demonstrated by the fisheries treaty 

signed between Argentina and the two communist countries.” 425

In Parliament, the reasoning behind the new legislation is explained.

“The Government are determined that there should be adequate protection for the fishery. In view of the
failure of Argentina to co-operate in a multilateral approach, we have therefore decided to establish 
unilaterally a conservation and management regime.” 426

October 29th, a brochure, Holidays in the Falkland islands, is published in London.

October 30th, Argentina claims that the FICZ is legally inadmissible.

“As the waters are disputed, it is both politically implausible and legally impossible that any permanent
internationally recognised maritime boundary could be established without the agreement of the 
Argentine government. The British policy of seeking international agreement on a multilateral fisheries 
management regime, which was pursued from March 1985 to October 1986, was preferable at the time 
and ought not to have been abandoned in favour of unilateral action.” 427

“The only casualty appears to be the hurt false pride of Argentina, whose refusal to cooperate and whose 

provocative bilateral treaties with the Soviet Union and Bulgaria were the straw that finally persuaded the 

British Government to act. Whatever Mr. George Foulkes and the South Atlantic Council, that bunch of 

academics and businessmen with Argentine interests, may think or want, we do not believe that either Soviet 

Russia or Argentina will cause any problems in the zone.” 428

“The Alfonsín government vigorously protested the British declaration and invited the Margaret Thatcher 

government to hold global negotiations in accordance with UNGA resolutions to deal with all pending issues 

between the parties, including that of sovereignty. Buenos Aires also proposed to exchange the formal 

declaration of cessation of hostilities for the elimination of the protection zone. However, London rejected the 

Argentine proposal as it did not agree to include the issue of sovereignty.” 429

October 31st, in a statement, Argentina reaffirms its own sovereignty claim over the Falkland Islands, South 

Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands; their surrounding maritime waters, sea-bed and marine sub-soil.

November 2nd, Argentina's Defence Minister tells reporters in Buenos Aires; “It's our zone.”  

“If the 1982 war made the Islanders achieve their emancipation from Argentina, with the 1985 Constitution 

they gained more autonomy from London, with fishing licenses they achieved their economic independence.” 430

November 3rd, at the UN, Argentina complains that the British Government's declaration is; “... a violation of 

General Assembly recommendations … the pretext of concern for marine resources conservation was a cover 

for its unilateral move to improve its position in the sovereignty controversy.”

November 13th, the UN  Secretary-General, in compliance with the previous year's resolution, reports to the 

General Assembly on the situation appertaining to the Falkland Islands; “He stated that the positions of both 

425 Romero 2020
426 HL Deb 29 October 1986 vol.481 cc739-45 
427 Quoted in Fishing in the South-West Atlantic Dr. Peter Willetts (South Atlantic Council) March 1988. This, despite 

having called for just such a zone in August, 1985.
428 The Falklands Newsletter November 1986
429 Herrero 2020 citing Cisneros et al 2000
430 Romero 2020
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Governments remained essentially unchanged and that, while the Government of Argentina had expressed its 

willingness to initiate immediate negotiations with the United Kingdom under the terms of resolution 40/21, 

the Government of the United Kingdom continued to resist negotiations on the issue of sovereignty.” 431

November 15th, in Washington DC, Margaret Thatcher speaks to reporters; “I am not prepared to discuss the 

sovereignty of the Falklands at all. The view we have taken is that the sovereignty is British; that the people of 

the Falkland Islands, their wishes are paramount in this matter.”

November 16th, Argentina sends Britain a note via the Brazilians expressing a willingness to negotiate on all 

matters including sovereignty, adding that a formal announcement to end hostilities would be dependent upon 

the UK lifting its 'military protection zone.' 432

November 19th, the UK rejects Argentina's offer.

November 21st, Britain explains to the United Nations; “... the Interim Conservation and Management Zone, 

proclaimed by the Governor of the Falkland Islands on 29 October, did not extend beyond the protection zone it

had set up as a defensive measure.”

November 24th, MLA’s Cheek and Clifton are invited to speak before the Fourth Committee as representatives 

of the Falklands’ people. Petitioners, Mrs. Coutts de Maciello and Alexander Betts, speak on behalf of Argentina.

“There was a major distinction between the two sets of petitioners, in that Mr. Clifton and Mr. Cheek 
were representatives elected by the residents of the Islands and mandated to speak on their behalf, 
while Mrs. Coutts de Maciello and Mr. Betts were private citizens who could surely claim only to speak 
for themselves. It was for the members of the Committee to decide to whom they would give 
credence.”433

A Mr. Mortimer speaks for the UK; “He asked Mr. Betts whether, as a former Islander who had chosen freely to

leave the Islands and become an Argentine citizen, he would deny to the Islanders, including his own relatives, 

the right to choose their own nationality, system of government and way of life.” 434 Betts responds that the 

right of the Islanders to decide their future; “… had to be balanced against the geopolitical realities and other 

rights involved in the issue.”

Argentina’s representative, Marcelo Depeche, tells the Fourth Committee: “...the United Kingdom had 

recognized the existence of a dispute over sovereignty but had stated that it would only discuss secondary 

issues such as diplomatic and consular relations, transport, etc. His delegation found that attitude 

incomprehensible and wondered how a dispute recognized by the British Government was to be settled if that 

Government refused to discuss one of the major elements involved.” 435

At the same time, the question of the Falklands is being considered by the United Nations General Assembly.436

“In the plenary debate, Argentina declared that the situation had worsened, with the United Kingdom 
introducing a new and alarming factor as a result of its 29 October declaration which, it charged, 
sought to expand British domination over the area.” 437

431 Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs. Supplement No.7 ..., Volume 6
432 Corbacho 2000
433 UN Document A/C.4/41/SR.19. Sadly, the document is corrupted and incomplete. 
434 Ibid.
435 Ibid.
436 UN Document A/41/PV.82. Available as an HTML document here - https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/PRO/N86/645/44/pdf/N8664544.pdf?OpenElement 
437 UN Year Book 1986
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Britain’s representative, Sir John Thomson, addresses the General Assembly.

“The Foreign Minister has quoted very selectively from the interim report which came out last week. 
He did not refer, for example, to the passages which make it clear that the most valued fish, the squid, 
is in danger. It is over-fished. And if this goes on, it will be eliminated from the waters of the South 
Atlantic. The Foreign Minister of Argentina did not mention that his country, under the same 
international law as my Government used, already has a 200-mi1e zone stretching from the shores of 
Argentina. Nor did he make it clear that his Government also claims a 200-mi1e zone centred on the 
Falkland Islands. In these circumstances, since there is a dispute, it is hard to see why the United 
Kingdom can be making it worse by claiming 150 miles, for the time being, around the Falkland 
Islands.” 438

“… the discussion revolved almost exclusively around the fishing zone. The British UN ambassador Sir John 

Thomson drew attention to the element of hypocrisy in Argentina’s complaint against the zone, and also 

pointed out the possible legal consequences if Britain had not declared such a zone.” 439

November 25th, the UN General Assembly debate continues with the presentation of a draft-resolution. 440 

During the discussion, the representative for Cuba quotes from the 3rd Congress of the Cuban Communist Party.

“The episode of the Malvinas has confirmed that the imperialists are capable of trampling under foot 

the feelings of an entire continent, whenever it suits their interests.” 

UN Resolution 41/40 is adopted by the General Assembly of the UN. 441

“...Aware of the interest of the international community in the peaceful ad definitive settlement by the 
Government of Argentina and the United Kingdom … of all their differences, in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations.

Taking note of the interest repeatedly expressed by both parties in normalizing their relations.

Convinced that such purpose would be facilitated by a global negotiation between both Governments 
that will allow them to rebuild mutual confidence ...

1. Reiterates its request to the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to initiate negotiations with a view to finding the means to resolve peacefully and 
definitively the problems pending between both countries, including all aspects on the future of the 
Falkland Islands (Malvinas), in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his renewed mission of good offices in order to assist the
parties in complying with the request made … and to take the necessary measures to that end.” 442

“In explanation of vote, Argentina said the text contained a procedural request to the two parties to negotiate 

on all aspects on the future of the islands; the international community had recognized the dispute as that of 

sovereignty. The United Kingdom said the text, despite its seductive simplicity and cosmetic appeal, was pro-

438 UN Document A/41/PV.82 pp.57-58. Available as an HTML document here - https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/PRO/N86/645/56/pdf/N8664556.pdf?OpenElement 

439 Pascoe 2020 p.325
440 UN Document A/41/PV.84 from p.23. Sponsored by Uruguay, Bolivia, Colombia, Guatemala, Panama and Peru were 

added to the draft as sponsors during the discussion. The representative of Argentina did not speak until after the vote.
441 116 votes for to 4 against with 34 abstentions. See - https://research.un.org/en/docs/ga/quick/regular/76
442 As with the previous year's resolution there is no reference to earlier UN resolutions. No mention of 2065 of 1966.
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Argentine in calling for negotiations on "all aspects" and thus supporting the Argentine contention that 

sovereignty must be discussed. … Oman expressed hope that a balanced text would be produced in the future 

for approval by consensus. Sri Lanka said the draft should have stressed the right of the peoples to be 

consulted on their future constitutional status; merely urging the two parties to resolve the conflict was 

insufficient... Botswana called for negotiations on solving the dispute in all its aspects, while upholding the 

right of the inhabitants to self-determination.” 443

“The most important success achieved by the radical government at the UN General Assembly was the 

adoption in 1986 of resolution 41/40. While it is true that the content is similar to that of previous years the 

merit of this move was the quantitative backing in the vote. In fact, one hundred and sixteen countries voted in 

favour, thirty-four abstentions and only four against (United Kingdom, Sri Lanka, Oman and Belize).” 444

The US government offers to act as a mediator in the dispute over the Falklands' fisheries.

“Argentina, after yelling in frustration at her inability to do anything about the Falkland Islands 150 mile 

Fishing Zone, now seems to be moving discretely towards some sort of cooperation: perhaps towards even the 

idea of a jointly controlled and administered zone …” 445

“As a sign of commitment to the United States, Argentine reiterated that they were “willing to declare the 

formal ceasing of hostilities. At the same time, in exchange, they would request the United Kingdom... to lift the

exclusion area forty-eight hours later.” 446

“The British (fisheries) declaration gave rise to the first serious post-war crisis between Argentina and the 

United Kingdom. The fisheries issue had increased tensions in the South Atlantic and the possibility of a new 

conflict between Buenos Aires and London worried the United States government so that it decided to 

intervene and facilitate the rapprochement between the parties. Since there were no official links between the 

two countries, the White House suggested the exchange of confidential non-papers, letterhead-free documents 

through which the parties could exchange information and proposals on fishing without formal commitment. 

… To start the talks, Schultz proposed to Foreign Minister Caputo that the parties negotiate a multi-lateral 

fishing regime by common accord through the Antarctic Marine Living Resources Convention, where both 

Argentina and the United Kingdom had representation.” 447

December 4th, in answer to a Parliamentary question, Tim Eggar, Under-Secretary at the Foreign Office, 

confirms the Government's committent to defending the Falkland islanders' right to self-determination.

December 17th, the Falkland Islands Government announce that the process of issuing licences for squid 

fishing for the period February to June 1987, is complete. 150 licences have been issued subject to the approval of

the UK government.

“A Government House spokesman said on Thursday that in deciding upon the allocation of licences, the Chief 

Executive, Attorney General and their advisors had to carefully balance favour between countries which had 

traditionally fished in the area and fellow members of the European Economic Community. Although it had 

not been easy to accommodate the demands of both groups, an attempt was at least made to arrive at a fair 

distribution of the vital documents. It seems likely that few, if any, licences have been granted to Eastern Block 

fleets. The Russians and Bulgarians did not apply, and little is known about the involvement of the Poles.” 448

443 UN Yearbook 1986
444 Romero 2020
445 Falkland Islands Newsletter February 1987
446 Corbacho 2000 p.14
447 Herrero 2020 citing Ruiz Cerutti 2001
448 Penguin News December 19, 1986
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December 22nd, Argentina commences two days of fisheries talks with the US government.

“On December 22 and 23, 1986, Argentine and American representatives met in Washington. There, the 

Argentine delegation rejected the multilateral proposal and gave the Americans the first non-paper to be 

communicated to the British. The document prepared by the Argentines reiterated the formula of the exchange 

of cessation of hostilities for the lifting of the exclusion zone as a step to pacify the area and proposed the 

creation of a group of experts, under the auspices of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, to establish a

common fisheries administration regime. (The) Americans warned (the) Argentines that the UN Convention on

Antarctic Marine Living Resources was not equivalent. The Americans argued that from a political 

perspective, the UN was not neutral and therefore "the United Kingdom may have difficulty accepting it, it 

may seem partial to them." For the Americans, the Convention was a neutral and technical environment that 

would allow them to discuss the dispute without prejudice. Despite this suggestion, the United States promised 

to deliver the non-paper to the British.” 449

On the same day, at the Hague, the International Court of Justice gives its opinion in a frontier dispute between 

Burkina Faso and the Republic of Mali.

“In the preamble to their Special Agreement, the Parties stated that the settlement of the dispute should 
be "based in particular on respect for the principle of the intangibility of frontiers inherited from 
colonization",.... In these circumstances, the Chamber cannot disregard the principle of uti possidetis 
juris,… If the principle of uti possidetis has kept its place among the most important legal principles, 
this is by a deliberate choice on the part of African States.” 450

“..., considerations of intertemporal law and factual conditions – especially the extent to which the territorial 

sovereignty of Spain was actually manifested... cast serious doubts about the legal propriety or validity of the 

uti possidetis argument today.” 451

“It was applied in this case because the African states had previously reached agreement amongst themselves 

to apply uti possidetis juris when delimiting their borders.” 452

December 23rd, via the USA, Argentina proposes for the South Atlantic, the; “... creation of a group of experts, 

under the auspices of the United Nations General Secretary, to establish a common regime of fishing and 

administration.” 453

In her Christmas message to the Falklands, PM Margaret Thatcher reiterates her government's commitment to 

maintaining the democratic rights of the Falkland Islanders.

449 Herrero 2020 citing Moritan 2016 and Cisneros et al 2000
450 It is important to note that the parties to this dispute had agreed to the applicability of the principle prior to the 

commencement of the case, and that the ICJ recognised that consensus. There has been no instance of the ICJ taking uti 
possidetis juris into consideration where it had not previously been agreed to or recognised by the parties to a dispute. 
For comments on UPJ see 1848.

451 Antarctica and the Law of the Sea Prof. Christopher C. Joyner 1992 p.59
452 Falkland Islands – What the ICJ (International Courts of Justice) might say about Argentina's claims Stephen Potts 

2015 (unpublished thesis)
453 Corbacho 2000
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1987 – in early January , a fisheries protection vessel, Falklands Desire, arrives at Stanley, followed by a 

Dornier reconnaissance aircraft. 454

January 29th, the cruise ship Rotterdam moors up near Stanley with 800 tourists om board.

“323 elderly American cruise passengers were stranded in Port Stanley for a night last week when sudden 

strong winds prevented them from being able to return to their ship, the Rotterdam.” 455

January 31st, the UK responds to the fisheries non-paper transmitted from Argentina via the US government.

“One day before the enforcement of the conservation area, the British transmitted through the American 

embassy in Buenos Aires their own first non-paper. The document declared that the Argentine document of 

December 23 had been well received. They shared the objectives of preventing incidents and conserving 

fisheries within the context of the international law. They also guaranteed that they were prepared, "without 

prejudice on the topic of sovereignty, to work to reach both objectives," that is, prevention of incidents and 

conservation of fisheries. The document stressed, first, that the conversations would be limited exclusively to 

agreements on procedures for conservation and administration of the fishing. They wanted assurance that the 

Argentina’s agreements with the Soviet Union and Bulgaria were consistent with the terms of the British 

declaration of October 29. As for the eventual role of a third party, they rejected mediation from the UN 

General Secretary. The document also underscored that the role of the third party should not be that of 

mediator but rather as "communication channel." ...” 456

February 1st, the Falklands fisheries zone comes into effect with two protection vessels and an aircraft available 

to monitor shipping. After a review by the Foreign Office, 215 licences have been issued.457 Fees vary between 

£26,000 and £86,000. Total licencing revenue amounts to £10 million which, after policing costs are withdrawn,

leaves some £6 million for the Falkland Islands Government.

“Ever since then, the islands have had their own fishing industry – a third of the "calamares" (squid) eaten in 

Spain are actually from Falklands waters.” 458

February 5th, the BBC World Service announce that Argentina and the UK are holding talks regarding the 

Falklands fisheries, causing some consternation within the Islands. 459

March 12th, an American Boeing 747 lands at Mount Pleasant airport with 160 replacement crewmen for an 

exploratory drilling ship operating in the Weddell Sea. 460

March 18th, Sir Geoffrey Howe speaks in the Commons with regard to the Falklands' fisheries. Labour MP 

George Foulkes asks a question.

“... the Government have always said that the unilateral zone is a temporary measure, when does the 
right hon. and learned Gentleman expect the United States-inspired contacts between Britain and 
Argentina – I know that I must not call them talks – to result in a bilateral or, better, a multilateral 
agreement, which is the way in which any two civilised Western democratic countries ought to be 

454 Another protection vessel, Falkland Right, was en-route.
455 Penguin News January 30, 1987
456 Corbacho 2000
457 There had been over 400 applications. See December, 1986 above. Licences issued were to ships from Chile (2), France

(1), Greece (1), Italy (6), Japan (71), Poland (40), South Korea (25), Spain (36), Taiwan (30) & UK (3).
458 Pascoe 2020 p.324
459 This would seem to have been a reference to the December, 1986 exchange of which the Islanders were unaware.
460 Argentine sensitivities were put out because the Americans had not used their facilities, while the Islanders were 

annoyed that they had not been informed.
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concluding an agreement, instead of what is still a nerve-racking and tense arrangement that could 
flare up at any time?”

Minister Howe answers.

“Of course it is right to say that we want a multilateral rather than a unilateral arrangement. It is 
precisely that that we are seeking. It is on that basis that ideas are being exchanged. There is no secret 
about that. We are now awaiting a response to the ideas that we have put forward.” 461

In April, the Falklands Government announce that there have been arrests for fishery regulation violations.

“Director of Fisheries, Peter Derham, said he suspected that more vessels that the total seven caught so far had 

evaded fee payments and he was looking at existing arrangements to see if further offences could be 

prevented.” 462

April 24th, a second non-paper from Argentina, transmitted via the US government, proposes the creation of a 

temporary fishing regime in the South Atlantic.

“…  the Argentine negotiators proposed the creation of a temporary regime to coordinate the respective 

administration systems of the fishing zone, to establish enforcement procedures, and delimit the area of 

application of the regime. They also proposed "the elimination of the 150-mile area in its two aspects, 

conservation and protection." …” 463

May 6th, newspapers report that the Foreign Office has received proposals from Buenos Aires with regard to a 

joint fishery policy for the waters around the Falklands. Foreign Office officials decline to confirm the reports.

May 13th, Britain's Times newspaper reports that MP George Foulkes has committed the Labour Party, once in 

power, to hold talks with Argentina to discuss the possibilities of UN trusteeship, a lease-back arrangement or 

condominium for the Falklands. 464

“... Labour's policy towards the Falkland Islands is clear and unambiguous. The United Kingdom cannot 

sustain indefinitely the undermining of our defence and foreign policies involved in the Conservatives 'Fortress

Falklands' approach which has already cost £2.5 billion: the interests of the Islanders are not well served by 

them being cut off from the possibility of using the nearest land mass for supplies and other economic needs: 

our trading and financial sectors will benefit from democratic stability in Argentina. Therefore we will seek to 

open discussions about the future of the Falkland Islands with a democratic government in Argentina without 

preconditions and without prejudicing the possible outcome.” 465

May 20th, in the Falklands, the new hospital is officially handed over to its joint operators - the Falkland islands 

Government and Ministry of Defence.

June 25th, Argentine officials meet representatives of the USA in New York to pursue the fisheries discussion.

“In June 1987, Foreign Minister Caputo, Argentine Ambassadors Lucio García del Solar and Marcelo Delpech, 

and US Deputy Secretary for Latin American Affairs Robert Gelbard met at UN headquarters in New York to 

discuss the details of the text of the third non-paper. Among the proposals to be discussed was the inclusion, for

461 HC Deb 18 March 1987 vol.112 cc909-10 
462 Penguin News April 11, 1987
463 Herrero 2020
464 The Labour MP and long-time supporter of Argentine pretensions had written a piece on the future of the Falklands in a

Labour Party publication. Viewed as a denier of the Falklanders' right to self-determination. cf. December, 1983
465 Foulkes quoted in Penguin News June 12, 1987 citing Co-Operative News May 12, 1987
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the first time, of the reserve sovereignty formula, popularly called the “sovereignty umbrella”. According to 

García del Solar, the sovereignty umbrella:

"It is a legal formula that allows the parties that have a dispute to enter into agreements at a certain 
meeting, reserving their respective positions on sovereignty, which will not be affected by the decisions 
that are adopted. The figure of the umbrella covers and sets aside the dispute during the meeting, 
preventing discussions from arising that disturb the good progress of the agreements sought. It also 
covers, by extension, the actions that are executed as a consequence of the agreements".

This legal mechanism was used in Article IV of the Antarctic Treaty, signed in 1959 and in force since 1961 and 

its inclusion allowed the twelve participating countries, including Argentina, to set aside all current and future

claims of territorial jurisdiction on Antarctica to cooperate in other aspects, understanding that nothing that 

was done affected the integrity of those demands. … In the third Argentine non paper of June 1987, the 

Argentine diplomats returned to the text of the "umbrella" implemented in the negotiations of the 1971 

Agreements, with some differences. The text included in the document was as follows:

"(1) Nothing in the development or content of this meeting can be interpreted as:

A) A change in the position of the Argentine Republic regarding territorial and maritime sovereignty or
jurisdiction over the Falkland Islands and the surrounding maritime spaces.

B) A change in the United Kingdom's position regarding territorial and maritime sovereignty and 
jurisdiction over the Falkland Islands and the surrounding maritime spaces.

C) A recognition or support of the position of the Argentine Republic or the United Kingdom regarding 
sovereignty or territorial and surrounding jurisdiction.

(2) No act or activity that is carried out as a consequence and in execution of what is agreed in these 
meetings can constitute grounds to affirm, support or deny the position of the Argentine Republic or the
United Kingdom regarding sovereignty or jurisdiction. and maritime territory over the Falklands 
[Falklands in English text] and the surrounding maritime spaces." ...” 466

July 10th, an article in the Times newspaper notes that the costs of the Falklands garrison are to be absorbed 

into the overall UK defence budget after 1989-90. 467

August 7th, Britain acknowledges Argentina's “interest” in reaching a conservation agreement and improving 

relations but confirms that they are neither willing to discuss sovereignty nor abandon the conservation zone.

“In August 87, the British response arrived. In this new non-paper, London celebrated the interest shown by 

the Argentine government in reaching an agreement on conservation, incident prevention and improving 

relations between the two countries. In addition, the British expressed in the document that their government 

was ready for dialogue on the proposed issues, but clarified that they were not "ready to discuss sovereignty." 

However, in the document the British included some small amendments to the text of the umbrella prepared by

the Argentines. Furthermore, to avoid future misunderstandings, they presented some considerations that 

should govern any agreement on fisheries:

-Consider the problems of the conservation area as a whole that would require coordinated actions by 

governments.

466 Herrero 2020 citing Garcia del Solar 1997, Cisneros et al 2000 and Cardoso et al 2012
467 Penguin News July 31, 1987
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-To clarify that the British Government's position is that a fishing agreement in the western South Atlantic was

regulated by two regimes with separate jurisdictional rights that would require coordination. Furthermore, 

the declaration of October 29, 1986 must be absolutely contemplated.

The London response was presented by the US undersecretary Gelbard to the Argentine delegation at a 

meeting held in New York. After viewing the non paper, Foreign Minister Caputo reported that the British 

document seemed good to him and that for the first time there was "a positive exchange."…” 468

August 8th, Argentina presents a fourth non-paper for transmission to the British government.

“First, the Argentine negotiators required further clarification regarding the reference in the British proposal 

to "the needs of the region as a whole." since now the British were not talking about something multilateral but

regional. In the second point, the Argentine delegates recalled that before the war, the Argentines had agreed 

to deal with practical issues and there had been no progress on the substance of the controversy. Third, a 

clarification was requested on the meaning of replacing the word "resignation", in the text of the "umbrella", 

by that of "change of position". Lastly, the Argentine representatives reiterated that "it would be useful to lift 

the zone" of fishing conservation established in the Declaration of October 29.” 469

August 14th, in New York, the Special Committee on Decolonization when considering the Falklands; “… 

regretted that implementation of the Assembly resolutions on the question had not started, urged the parties to

resume negotiations and reiterated its support for the renewed good offices of the Secretary-General to assist 

them.”

The Decolonization Committee is addressed by Falkland Islands' Councillor Blake.

“We present our petition to pursue the ratification of our right to self-determination. Mr Chairman, we 
have that right in practice through our Constitution and we believe we have that right under the 
Charter of the United Nations. We are and have been pursuing that right for some considerable time but
major changes have occurred in the past few years that have increased the vigour of that pursuit. Our 
Government revenue has grown in the last 12 months by an amazing 300%, the main thrust of this 
growth has come from the introduction of the Falkland Islands Interim Conservation zone which is 
effectively and peacefully controlling what was the world’s last major unregulated fishing stack. This 
area, under the management of the Falkland Islands Government, has become a small zone of 
international peace and commercial co-operation in what was previously an area of tension. "We do not
wish to see this situation disturbed but would prefer to see it expanded by the countries in this area 
becoming united in arranging proper and peaceful arrangements for the environmental and commercial
control of this valuable resource. … What, Mr Chairman, of our political development? It is clear that 
there is an awareness of our growing international individualism even though we retain our links with 
Britain. … It is becoming increasingly clear that any change that may occur, as the result of pressure 
from outside the Islands, will not be a change from our present sovereign status to that of sovereignty of
some other country or state but is more likely to be a concerted drive for increased autonomy within the
British sphere of influence. Mr Chairman, May I say once again on behalf of all Falkland Islanders that
we are happy with the economic,  social and political progress that we are making. We are happy with 
the association that we have with Great Britain and we will be happy to inform this Committee if at any 
time the majority of Falkland Islanders wish otherwise.” 470

468 Herrero 2020
469 Ibid. 
470 Reproduced in Penguin News August 21, 1987
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October 16th, the Observer newspaper announces a change in the Islanders' attitude.

“Falklanders do a U-turn on talks with Argentina. Falkland islanders, reversing their previous 
intransigence towards Argentina, have proposed talks on common problems with the Government of 
President Alfonsin. Their new attitude, announced quietly at the United Nations last Friday, marks a 
radical shift by the Islanders who previously had been bitterly opposed to the idea. … Bolstered by 
unexpectedly high revenues from fishing licenses, the 1,800 islanders are now openly saying that they 
want increased independence from Britain, including the right to talk to their neighbours.” 471

“Amid all the furore the question being asked here was what exactly had Councillor Blake said in his speech? 

Looking at its content it is difficult to see where journalists picked up the particular reference to talks with 

Argentina... From other remarks reported to have been made by Councillor Blake it would seem that our 

Falklands representative may have done some talking on the issue away from the official committee forum. … 

When Penguin News asked the Governor, Mr Jewkes for his response... he would only say "Read what 

Councillor Blake said. Don't believe anything you read in the press."...” 472

Publication of the Falkland Islands Census reveals the islands' population as 1,916 people

The Falkland Islands Government agrees to purchase 1983's Port & Storage System (FIPASS) from the Ministry 

of Defence, for £2.6 million.

November 10th, complying with the duty imposed upon him by the previous year's resolution, the Secretary-

General reports to the United Nations General Assembly on the situation in the South Atlantic.

“... during the period under review, he had maintained close contacts with the two Governments and 
met with their respective Foreign Ministers and Permanent Representatives to the United Nations. As a 
result of those exchanges, the Secretary-General had concluded that conditions had not sufficiently 
evolved to enable him to carry out the mandate with which he had been entrusted by the General 
Assembly. He noted that, while both parties had shown restraint and a clear willingness to reduce areas
of tension, the refusal of the United Kingdom to engage in dialogue with Argentina on the issue of 
sovereignty had prevented further progress...” 473

November 17th, at the UN, petitioners address the Fourth Committee.

“On 17 November 1987, Falkland Islands Councillors Terry Betts and John Cheek addressed the 4th 
Committee of the United Nations. In the opening address to the Committee, Councillor Betts highlighted
the efforts to restore the Falkland Islands’ infrastructure following the Argentine invasion in 1982 and 
the variety of development projects currently underway. … Councillor Cheek’s address concentrated on 
the essential reason for the Councillors’ appearance before the Committee - the Islanders’ unchanging 
demand for the right to self-determination. "There can be no dispute that we have been in the Falklands
for more than a century and a half," he said. “During the past years we have developed our own 
political awareness and have demanded and received from the British Government the right to increase 
participation in our own government. Currently the people of the Falklands do not wish to change their 
form of government, but, if at some time in the future they do, they know that the British people would 
put no obstacle in their way. "It is not the United Kingdom, our administering power, therefore, that 

471 Quoted in Penguin News August 21, 1987. The Observer piece was quickly picked up by other newspapers in the UK. 
Councillor Blake's speech is above. There was no suggestion of talks regarding sovereignty.

472 Penguin News August 21, 1987
473 Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs. Supplement No. 7 ..., Volume 6. As yet, I have been unable to discover 

any record of discussions with the Secretary-General.
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would deny us the right to self-determination. Instead, it is our neighbour, Argentina, which denies us 
that right, which, in the United Nations is termed ‘the inalienable right’ of self-determination." Mr 
Cheek went on to refute Argentina’s claim to ownership of the Falklands and its continuing assertion 
that the Islands were being exploited both for their military and economic value by the UK 
Government.” 474

UN resolution 42/19 is adopted by the General Assembly. 

“1. Reiterates is request to the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to initiate negotiations with a view to finding the means to resolve peacefully and 
definitively the problems pending between both countries, including all aspects on the future of the 
Falkland Islands (Malvinas) in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. …” 475

“Sri Lanka believed that the wishes of the islanders should take precedence over other considerations and that 

they should express their views before any decisions were taken towards implementing the text. … Iran was 

not oblivious to the principle of self-determination, but believed that it was not the only pertinent 

principle ...”476

“In 1987, the Government of President Alfonsín redoubled its efforts to gain more support at the United 

Nations when the resolution on the Malvinas question was discussed. In an interview with Carlos Foradori, he 

says that his mission was "to travel to get the support of India, Nigeria and Zimbabwe to the UN General 

Assembly when dealing with the issue of the Malvinas Islands. In the case of Zimbabwe it was special in that 

its head of Government, Mugabe, was also the chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement. These trips were part 

of a larger strategy that involved various missions at the highest level in various parts of the world." To that 

end, the Malvinas question was again brought to the 42nd UN General Assembly on 17 November 1987. It 

adopted Resolution 42/19 in favour of Argentina …” 477

In explanation of its vote against the resolution, Britain's representative tells the Assembly that the wording 

prejudices the UK's position, and makes no mention of the rights of the Islanders. 

“... the Falklands had been British for longer than Argentina had been Argentine, and that there had 
been no indigenous inhabitants...” 478

November 27th, Britain responds to Argentina’s fourth non-paper, transmitted via the US government. 479

“On November 27, the British embassy in Washington delivered the non paper with the clarifications requested

by the Argentines: regarding the meaning of the "total of the region", the British government clarified that 

although they considered a multilateral settlement as the best solution, they were willing to achieve bilateral 

agreements that include both national fishing zones and adjacent waters but not those of third States. 

Regarding the scope and timeliness of the "practical issues", the British were convinced that progress on those 

issues would help restore normal relations. For the British government, the issue of the coordination of 

conservation policies in the South Atlantic fisheries, should "continue on the basis of its merits and not be 

conditioned to progress in other points of a practical nature." As to the umbrella formula, the British 

considered that the Argentine text was not comprehensive enough and that the change proposed by them 

474 Quoted in Falkland Focus November/December 1987
475 My emphasis. See - https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NR0/512/51/IMG/NR051251.pdf?

OpenElement For general research see - https://research.un.org/en/docs/ga/quick/regular/76
476 UN Yearbook 1987
477 Romero 2020
478 UN Yearbook 1987
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("change in position" by "resignation") was a more neutral formula. Finally, for the British it was a fact that 

there were two separate regulatory bodies with two bodies of rules for the conservation and administration of 

fisheries.” 480

December 3rd, the British response is handed to the Argentines in New York.

“The British non paper was released to Argentines during a meeting in New York on December 3. After 

analyzing the response, Foreign Minister Caputo pointed out to Gelbard that it was not an objective of the 

Argentines to re-establish or normalize relations, but rather: "... this would be the consequence of channelling 

global negotiations and that the parties had different approaches, while the British wanted to move forward 

focusing on more practical issues, Argentina was looking for a global negotiation, which included 

sovereignty."…” 481

December 4th, Under-Secretary of State Tim Eggar officially opens the King Edward Memorial Hospital.

December 22nd, Argentina replies to the December 3rd non-paper, accepting; “... the terms of the umbrella of 

sovereignty that protected the positions of both countries, … They also were prepared, if the British accepted, 

for a meeting anywhere in Latin America.” 482

1988 – January 3rd, Argentina writes to the United Nations Secretary-General.

“Today, 3 January, the one hundred and fifty-fifth anniversary of the unlawful British occupation of the 
Malvinas Islands, the Argentine people and Government once again reaffirm Argentina's sovereign 
rights over the Malvinas Islands, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands, as well as their firm 
determination to regain them through peaceful negotiations, This position of the Argentine Government 
and people is based not only on principles and norms laid down in international law but also on their 
belief that rational, just solutions exist and are possible, In this connection, Argentina reaffirms its 
continuing willingness to identify appropriate ways of guaranteeing and safeguarding the interests of 
the population of the Islands. Argentina's determination to negotiate is firmly supported by the 
substantial majority vote of the international community, which has repeatedly urged Argentina and the 
United Kingdom to achieve, through negotiation, a solution in respect of all matters relating to the 
future of the Malvinas Islands. The Argentine Government trusts that the British Government will adopt 
a constructive, realistic approach so that the negotiations in question may be resumed.” 483

January 10th, on a visit to the archipelago, Lord Shackleton is awarded the Freedom of Stanley.

“The award was given in recognition of the many years of loyal service the Labour Peer has given the 

Falklands; not only through the famous economic reports of 1976 and 1982 which did much to guide the 

islands on to their present path of prosperity and new opportunities, but also … for the solid support he has 

always shown the Falklands and the influence he has wielded on their behalf in the corridors of Whitehall and 

Westminster.” 484

February 8th, in Buenos Aires, Argentine officials meet with their US counterparts.

“The Americans stressed the convenience to Argentina of a unilateral declaration of ceasing of hostilities. The 

Argentines then asked if such an action would guarantee the renewal of their military procurement by the 

480 Herrero 2020
481 Ibid.
482 Corbacho 2000
483 UN Doc A/43/78
484 Penguin News January 22, 1988. At this time, the only other recipient of this honour had been Margaret Thatcher. 
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United States. The Argentines did not receive any definitive answer, but the Americans argued that this 

declaration would have two positive effects: first, on U.S. Congress that would decide on any military 

procurement to Argentina. Second, it would produce a very positive image of president's Alfonsín government.

Finally, without predicting the British position, Argentine and Americans agreed that they would continue 

exploring the American proposition that would strengthen the Argentine-American cooperation.” 485

“At this meeting, the North American envoy pointed out the convenience for Argentina of a unilateral 

declaration of cessation of hostilities, arguing that said declaration would be positive because it would give a 

very favorable image of the government of President Alfonsín. Caputo clarified to the representative of the 

White House that President Alfonsín was willing to make very important gestures if, as a result, he returned to

the situation prior to April 2, 1982.” 486

February 12th, UK announces that its forces are planning exercises in the Falklands – codenamed 'Fire Focus.'

“The Argentine Government has taken note of the announcement made by the United Kingdom 
Government that British armed forces are preparing to undertake an exercise, between 7 and 31 March 
1988, to test their ability to provide rapid reinforcement of the Malvinas Islands in an emergency. In 
this operation, Phantom aircraft will be deployed and a significant number of troops will be airlifted to 
the islands. This announcement is a very clear demonstration that the British Government, instead of 
choosing the path of peaceful solutions for the Malvinas question and relations with Argentina,..., is 
opting for a show of force. The arbitrary and unjustified attitude of the United Kingdom is particularly 
striking at a time when initiatives are being undertaken which, channelled through friendly countries, 
seek to achieve a relaxation of tension in the area. The Argentine Government, addressing the 
international community, denounces this decision by the British Government, which constitutes a 
particularly serious and highly alarming development, creating new and greater tension. The Argentine 
Government holds the British Government responsible for the consequences of this measure.” 487

“The largest exercise to have been staged here. The cost is believed to be in the region of £3 million.” 488

“… a news story from London threatened to reverse the scant progress the parties had made through indirect 

talks. On February 12, the government of Margaret Thatcher announced that military exercises would take 

place in the Falkland Islands by mid-March. The news impacted Argentina, to such an extent that President 

Alfonsín immediately filed a complaint with the UN demanding a meeting of the Security Council, at the same 

time that he ordered to alert the Armed Forces. For his part, the North American representative, Gelbard, 

expressed dismay and anger at the attitude of the British, which he described as serious. For the Argentine 

government, the British decision to carry out military exercises in the Malvinas had two consequences. The 

first was that it narrowed its internal political space to carry out bold initiatives such as the unilateral 

declaration of the cessation of hostilities. The second is that it could create a climate of political tension in the 

country and the destabilization of the government by sectors of nationalists.” 489

February 16th, Argentina protests to US mediators that the proposed British exercises have; “… ruined the 

favorable climate created for taking the "audacious initiative" of an Argentine declaration of cease of 

hostilities.” 

485 Corbacho 2000
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February 25th, Britain informs the UN that its Fire Focus exercises are merely 'routine.' 490

March 3rd, Argentina submits a complaint to the United Nations regarding the proposed British exercises.

“Such a step, in addition to violating the sovereign rights of the Argentine Republic over that island 
territory, run counter to the relevant resolutions of the United Nations, the Organization of American 
States and other declarations of the international community in which the two Governments were 
requested to engage in negotiations with a view to a peaceful and definitive solution of their ongoing 
dispute over those islands. The actions announced by the United Kingdom are also contrary to the 
United Nations resolutions which declare the South Atlantic to be a zone of peace and co-
operation,...”491

“If the British government wants to be taken seriously in Buenos Aires, it is vital that it should not be put off by 

the extraordinary effort Latin America is making to get [Fire-Focus] cancelled, postponed or scaled down.” 492

The British Government's aid package, introduced for the Falklands in 1983, is phased out.

March 8th, in Parliament, during Prime Ministers Questions, PM Thatcher speaks to the House.

“We have not merely every right to hold such an exercise in the Falklands Islands, but a duty to see that
reinforcement proposals could in fact be carried out, otherwise we should have to keep more of our 
armed forces down there. It is no one else's business, ...” 493

March 9th, Britain responds to Argentina’s non-paper of February 8th. 

“… expressing its satisfaction at the interest of the Argentines in reaching an understanding for the 

conservation of the stocks of the fisheries and to avoid incidents in the South Atlantic. Likewise, the British 

reiterated putting aside the issue of sovereignty and continuing to search for practical steps to rebuild trust 

and restore relations. Regarding a meeting between the parties, they stated that the existence of bases to reach 

a successful agreement must first be assured. To facilitate progress, they proposed a direct exchange of 

technical information on fisheries. Finally, to avoid confusion, the document had attached the Spanish text of 

the "umbrella" formula:

(1) Nothing in the development or content of this meeting can be interpreted as:

A) A change in the position of the Argentine Republic regarding territorial and maritime sovereignty or
jurisdiction over the Falkland Islands and the surrounding maritime spaces.

B) A change in the UK's position on sovereignty ...

C) A recognition or support of the position of the Argentine Republic or the United Kingdom regarding 
sovereignty or territorial and surrounding jurisdiction.

(2) No act or activity that is carried out as a consequence and in execution of what is agreed in these 
meetings can constitute grounds to affirm, support or deny the position of the Argentine Republic or the
United Kingdom regarding sovereignty or jurisdiction. territorial and maritime on the Falklands 
[Falklands in English text] and the surrounding maritime spaces.” 494
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March 11th, Argentina writes to the UN Security Council requesting an emergency debate over Fire Focus.

March 16th, the planned military exercises take place on the Falkland Islands.

“We also intend to reduce the level of the garrison on the Islands. This was, of course, the object of Operation 

Fire-Focus in 1988, which was used to practise the rapid deployment of British troops to the South Atlantic. ... 

Operation Fire-Focus showed no awareness of anyone's sensibilities and is a prime example of that pig-headed

British refusal to imagine that anyone could conceivably doubt that our motives are exactly what we say they 

are – no more, no less. It is inevitable that troops will have exercises – the British army with its heavily 

paternalist traditions will go to any lengths to save the men from boredom and lassitude, which must be an 

ever-present threat in the Falklands now that there is not much bulldozing and building left to do – and it is no 

doubt necessary that the arrangements for a rapid reinforcement of the garrison should be tested. This could 

certainly have been done in a more suave fashion, however, ...” 495

March 17th, in New York, Argentina complains to members of the Security Council, that; “... the United 

Kingdom, by its show of force in the area, ... was posing a threat to international peace.” Exercising a right of 

reply, the UK also speaks; “It chose to meet its obligation to safeguard the security of the people of the islands 

by maintaining the smallest possible garrison there while establishing the means to reinforce it rapidly. Since 

1982 the United Kingdom had made clear that occasional reinforcement exercises would be necessary; the 

current one involved a small number of aircraft and fewer than 1,000 troops, which could hardly be 

considered a threat. ...” Having heard both parties, no conclusions are drawn by the Council, there is no vote and

no statement. 496

“Chancellor Caputo took the Malvinas issue to the Security Council for the first time since the 1982 war. 

Argentina denounced the military manoeuvrers and obtained the rejection (with various nuances) of the 

majority of the Council (except the United Kingdom, of course) to these armed exercises.” 497

March 31st, Mr. Tim Eggar, Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, speaks in 

the House of Commons.

“A great deal has been said in the press and in international fora about exercise Fire Focus. Sadly, 
much of the speculation about its purpose and scope has been inaccurate and exaggerated. Perhaps, as 
a result, some of the international reaction has been ill-judged and inappropriate. ... Let me begin by 
putting the exercise firmly in context. The Government are pledged to the defence of the Falkland 
Islands. Everybody recognises that. … Fire Focus was conducted deliberately with the smallest number 
of troops and aircraft required to provide a realistic test of reinforcement capability. Fewer than 1,000 
men and only a small number of aircraft were involved. ... the exercise was concluded today. The 
garrison has now returned to its former size. There has been no permanent increase in force levels. 

I am happy to say that Fire Focus has been a success and we have shown that we can and will honour 
our commitments to the Falkland islanders. … since 1982, we have sought ways of restoring more 
normal relations with Argentina. We see no contradiction between improving our bilateral relations 
with Argentina and defending the rights of the Falkland islanders to decide their future. To the 
Argentines, negotiations on sovereignty mean simply the transfer of the islands to Argentina, 
irrespective of the wishes of the islanders. 

495 Further forward thoughts on the Falklands Malcolm Deas 1989 in Britain and Latin America: a changing relationship 
Victor Bulmer-Thomas (ed.) 1989

496 See https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/security-council-consideration-of-military-exercises-march-
1988.pdf 

497 Romero 2020. No conclusions, no vote and no statement, so there could not have been any 'rejections' either.
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But the search for more normal relations with Argentina has always been our aim, and it will remain so.
… The Argentines have failed to respond to our frequent demonstrations of readiness to return 
Argentine military dead to Argentina. Nor have they taken up our offer to accept a bona fide visit to the 
islands by Argentine next-of-kin. Further, in 1985, we unilaterally lifted all trade restrictions on 
Argentina. Once again there has been no reply.” 498

In April, the UN’s Secretary-General, Pérez de Cuellar, is informed of the exchanges of non-papers between 

Argentina and the UK by the British Ambassador, Crispin Tickell. 

April 26th, Argentina’s government issues Executive decree 509/88 to regulate law 23109 of 1984 which had 

established benefits for veterans who had served in the South Atlantic. The new order removes the benefit from 

thousands of ex-servicemen. 499

Vessels from the Republic of Korea – detained for illegal fishing within the Interim Conservation and 

Management Zone – are fined a total of £260,000 by magistrates in Port Stanley. A Polish vessel receives an 

administrative penalty of £1,000 for the unlicensed trans-shipment of fish within the three-mile limit.

May 10th, Argentina responds to Britain’s non-paper of March 9th.

“The British "non-paper" of March 9, 1988, contains new elements that distance us from the objective 
[to start a dialogue in search of understanding].” 500

July 12th, in a further non-paper, Argentina proposes that Argentine-British talks could proceed under a 

“sovereignty umbrella” but with an otherwise open agenda. US diplomats consider this a setback. 501

It is announced that William Hugh Fullerton is to be the next Governor of the Falkland Islands.

July 25th, Britain responds to the Argentine non-paper, accepting that talks may take place on issues other than 

sovereignty, but reiterating its own position that; “… negotiations would start on the basis of the Declaration of 

October 29 1986. That is to say, on the Area of Conservation and Administration.” 502

“The problem was that the Thatcher government wanted to negotiate on the basis of its Declaration of October 

29, 1986, where, .., London had established a fisheries preservation zone, an aspect that was rejected by 

Argentina. At this point, the Americans no longer limited themselves to facilitating the conversations but 

rather reoriented their actions, trying directly to convince the Argentines about the benefits of the British 

proposal and to accept it. For Gelbard, the proposal was "more positive than the previous ones." For the White 

House representative, the important thing was to rebuild the dialogue and start with the "confidence-building 

measures." Likewise, in a document where comments were made. On the British document of July 25, the 

Americans maintained that: "In its latest non-paper ... the UK has produced what we consider to be a highly 

positive response to Argentina's most serious preventions ... This response is a very strong positive gesture and

should be enough to kick-start the talks ... Therefore, the United States emphatically urges Argentina to accept 

the United Kingdom's response, so that the talks progress. "...” 503

498 HC Deb 31 March 1988 vol.130 cc1331-7 
499 Malvinas: la visita de Edward Denmark, entre la admiración y la vergüenza in Tribuna January 25, 2020. 
500 Quoted in Herrero 2020
501 Corbacho 2000
502 Ibid
503 Herrero 2020 citing Cisneros et al 2000
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July 28th, Lord Trefgarne answers questions in the House of Lords.

“My Lords, the revenue to the Falkland Islands Government for 1987–88 is estimated at £1865 
million. ... Against that must be set the estimated enforcement and scientific costs, which are of the 
region of £6 million for 1988–89. There is clearly a substantial new revenue for the Falkland Islands 
Government which they did not have before. Our aid as such to the Falkland Islands is now at a 
comparatively low level. Indeed, I think it is zero for this year.” 504

In August, Argentina's Alfonsin Government introduces price controls and freezes State workers pay. 505

August 11th, during deliberations at the UN, the Special Committee for Decolonization hears from Falklands 

Councillor Tim Blake.

“I have read the text of the resolution before the Committee and I am mystified by some of the sections. I
had the impression, perhaps mistakenly, that the Committee's aim is to safeguard the rights of people to 
self-determination … Yet the whole theme of the resolution is the solving of the territorial dispute...” 506

Councillor Robin Lee echoes the demand that the Islanders right of self-determination be respected. At the 

conclusion of the session, the Special Committee restates its belief that; “... the way to end the special and 

particular colonial situation was through a negotiated settlement.”

In September, Argentina forwards a seventh non-paper to Britain via the USA.

“The internal wear and tear on the Alfonsín government and the pressure exerted by the United States, led 

Buenos Aires to accept the terms proposed by London. In September 1988, Foreign Minister Caputo delivered 

the seventh non-paper in which he communicated that the Argentine government was willing to start a direct 

dialogue between the two parties and where he highlighted the existence of overlapping jurisdictions, but no 

mention was made of the elimination of the preservation zone.” 507

September 20th, Argentine Minister Dante Caputo is elected to be President of the 43rd session of the United 

Nations General Assembly. Foreign Secretary, Francis Pym, under pressure from the US Department of State, 

indicates that he may make a courtesy call on the new Assembly President.

“I utterly recoil from this, and so I think would the relatives of all those who lost their lives in the 
Falklands. Argentina has not announced a cessation of hostilities.” 508

September 22nd, Argentine law 23610 designates Port Louis a site of historic interest. 509

October 15th, Argentina's Minister Caputo tells the USA that he is; “... prepared to begin any contact with the 

British, with or without witness, with the level and reserve that they wanted” 510

“The objectives that the Caputo administration identified around 1988 were 1) to unblock the situation before 

the situation was consolidated; 2) achieve rapprochement with the United Kingdom, 3) reactivate relations 

with the European Economic Community and 4) de-escalate security measures in the South Atlantic.” 511

504 HL Deb 28 July 1988 vol.500 cc380-3
505 Argentina was suffering one of its regular economic crises. See May, 1989 below.
506 Falkland Islands Newsletter No. 37 December 1988
507 Herrero 2020
508 Margaret Thatcher quoted in Bid to block talks with Argentinians 6 years after war in The Times, December 30, 2016
509 Law 23610/1988. The names used in the Boletin Nacional (National Bulletin) of Nov 2, 1988 were Puerto Luis/Puerto 

Soledad/Puerto Nuestra Sra. de la Soledad.
510 Corbacho 2000
511 Análisis de la toma de decisiones y del proceso de negociación en la cuestión malvinas desde 1983 hasta la actualidad. 

avances del proyecto Susana Pereyra & Leandro Nicolás Argento 2016
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“… British diplomacy never responded ... The extreme internal weakness of the radical government and the 

proximity of the presidential elections, where the justicialista Carlos Menem had the best chance of taking the 

Argentine presidency, were some of the reasons why the British decided to suspend communications and wait 

until the arrival of a new government in Argentina.” 512

November 8th, the new Falklands Governor, William Hugh Fullerton, arrives in Stanley.

November 11th, at the UN, the Fourth Committee hears from Falklands Councillors John Cheek and Charles 

Keenleyside; also Barbara Minto de Pennissi and Mrs. Coutts de Maciello. John Cheek tells the committee that 

the majority of the land belongs to the Islanders, and that the drain of profits to absentee landowners, some of 

them in Argentina, had been virtually stopped. The Councillors answer questions put to them by the 

representatives of the UK, Argentina and Papua New Guinea.

“In their addresses to the General Assembly, Legislative Councillors Charles Keenleyside and John Cheek 

reinforced the unanimous demand from Islanders for the right to self-determination. Mr Keenleyside outlined 

the extensive benefits to the economy produced by fishing licence revenues. John Cheek focused on the 

increased political maturity of Falkland Islanders and refuted Argentine claims that Britain was exploiting the

Islands as a military base.” 513

November 14th, complying with the duty placed upon him by the previous year's resolution, the UN's Secretary-

General reports to the General Assembly on the situation regarding the Falkland Islands. 

“He stated that, in the course of the year, he had kept close contact with the Governments concerned, meeting 

in London with the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom in may, in New York with the President of Argentina

in June, and also meeting with their respective Foreign ministers and Permanent Representatives to the United

Nations... the positions of the two governments remained substantially unchanged and once again he had been

unable to carry out the mandate with which he had been entrusted...” 514

November 17th, Resolution 43/25 is adopted by the General Assembly. 515

“Taking note of the interest repeatedly expressed by both parties in normalizing their relations,...

1. Reiterates its request to the Government of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to initiate negotiations with a view to finding the means to resolve peacefully and 
definitively the problems pending between both countries, including all aspects on the future of the 
Falkland Islands (Malvinas), in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations;...

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his renewed mission of good offices in order to assist the 
parties in complying with the request made in paragraph 1 above, and to take the necessary measures 
to that end;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session a 
report on the progress made...” 516

# Researcher's Comment: Between 1985 and 1988 there were four United Nations resolutions calling for 

negotiations to resolve 'pending problems'. No mention of sovereignty. This was the last resolution adopted by 

512 Herrero 2020
513 Falkland Focus December 1988
514 Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs. Supplement No. 7 ..., Volume 6
515 See - https://research.un.org/en/docs/ga/quick/regular/76
516 Very much a repeat of those UN resolutions that adopted a change of wording in 1985.
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the General Assembly concerning the Falkland Islands.517 In November 1988, Argentina had still not declared a 

formal cessation of hostilities, but the UK was convinced that she would now do so. On that basis, Britain was 

prepared to talk.

“The last resolution adopted during the radical period in the General Assembly was 43/25 of 17 November 

1988 and shows a further success in this international body as it was sanctioned by one hundred nine votes in 

favour, thirty-seven abstentions and, only, five votes against.” 518

November 22nd, recalling that 1990 will mark the 30th anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the UN General Assembly adopts Resolution 43/47. 519

“Bearing in mind also the important contribution of the United Nations in the field of decolonization, 
in particular through the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 1. Declares the 
period 1990-2000 as the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism.” 520

The Secretary-General is required to prepare an action-plan for presentation to the General Assembly.

In December, Foreign Minister Caputo meets with Crispin Tickell in Geneva.

“Caputo, after clarifying that the meeting was not a negotiation, urged Tickell to begin conversations under 

the umbrella and an open agenda. Tickell insisted on limiting the talks to the prevention of incidents and 

fisheries conservation.” 521

1989 – January 1st, the roll-on, roll-off ferry Indiana 1 starts operating an unscheduled service between 

Stanley and South American ports.

“Calling first at Montevideo, Uruguay … they were greeted by a group of Argentine demonstrators who
were prevented from boarding the ship. However greater problems are anticipated from Uruguayan 
dockers whose union has been persuaded by Argentina to 'black' the ship. From Montevideo she sailed 
to Punta Arenas, Chile … Similar pressure has been put on the dockers at Punta Arenas, but the 
shipping agents there use non-union labour and there seems to be no problem.” 522

January 31st, the Secretary-General circulates the text of UN resolution 43/47 and requests the suggestions of 

member States for the action plan he has been instructed to prepare for the General Assembly. 523

February 13th, Stanley Museum is opened by Sir Rex Hunt. The post of ‘archivist’ is created with responsibility 

for the Islands’ records. The first official archivist is Jane Cameron. 524

517 Reviewing this work in 2022, the 1988 GA resolution remained the last on the subject of the Falklands.
518 Romero 2020. In fact a large reduction in affirmative votes compared to 1987.
519 See - https://research.un.org/en/docs/ga/quick/regular/76
520 Although not stated, this was the First International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism. Reviewing this work in 

2022, we are now in the Fourth International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism. The last renewal being in 2020
(UN GA Res. 75/123). Between the first and the fourth, almost nothing changed.

521 Corbacho 2000
522 Falkland Islands Newsletter March, 1989
523 UN Document A/44/800 : November 27, 1989
524 See 2010
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At a United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) conference, an International 

Meeting of Experts for the Elucidation of the Concepts of Rights of Peoples, consider the question of what 

constitutes a 'people'. They endorse a description, recognising as a 'people'; “... a group of individual human 

beings who enjoy some or all of the following common features: (a) a common historical tradition; (b) racial 

or ethnic identity; (c) cultural homogeneity (d) linguistic unity; (e) religious or ideological affinity; (f) 

territorial connection; (g) common economic life.” The experts then add a subjective element that; “ the group 

as a whole must have the will to be identified as a people or the consciousness of being a people.” and must be 

numerically greater than just a “mere association of individuals within a State.” 525

“UNESCO has made a continuing and notable contribution to the attempt to give greater clarity and specificity

to the concept of the peoples right to self-determination. … in November 1989, experts endeavoured to provide 

a description (not a definition) of who are a 'people' for the purpose of enjoying the peoples' right to self-

determination accorded by international law. As explained by the experts, the definition of a 'people' and the 

clarification of the right of self-determination are inescapably controversial and sensitive topics.” 526

February 14th, during his Presidential campaign in Argentina, Carlos Menem addresses an Ushuaia audience.

“Know the Pirates of the world that despite everything the Malvinas are still Argentines. I don't know 
how long it will be or how much blood we'll have to shed to get the Malvinas back to Argentine 
territory. Peronism will continue to demand from international bodies to regain sovereignty over the 
southern archipelagos. We will not bow to international pressure, there will be no contradictions in 
Peronism when it comes to defending sovereignty. Don't tell me chancellor Dante Caputo that the 
English will be angry if we include the Malvinas in the new province of Tierra del Fuego, that the 
English get angry, I don't care.” 527

May 2nd, Argentina is the first to respond to the Secretary-General's January 31st request for suggestions. 

“Since 1946, the Malvinas has been on the list of Non-Self-Governing Territories which are to be 
decolonized. In 1965, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted its first decision on this 
Territory (resolution 2065 (XX)). … In keeping with this fundamental principle, in this and other 
declarations, the Assembly has repeatedly requested Argentina and the United Kingdom to put an end 
to the colonial situation in the Malvinas Islands through bilateral negotiations... Full respect for and 
compliance with the General Assembly resolutions on the question of the Malvinas are the pathway to a
just and lasting solution to the conflict of sovereignty over this colonial Territory, and will contribute 
effectively and concretely to the attainment of the universal objective, stated in resolution 43/47, of 
ushering in the twenty-first century in a world free from colonialism.” 528

May 20th, two volunteer fire fighters, part of Stanley Fire Brigade, die whilst attempting to put out a fire on a 

Spanish vessel, Frio Pesca Uno, in Berkeley Sound.

May 29th, in the midst of an economic crisis, Argentine President Raul Alfonsin declares a ‘State of Emergency’. 

Schools are shut, public transport suspended and banks close. Rioters are aggressively suppressed. 529

525 This would become known as the Kirby definition.
526 Peoples Rights & Self-Determination UNESCO International Meeting of Experts, Budapest, Hungary 25-29 September,

1991 The Hon. Justice Michael Kirby (Australia)
527 Ambito Financerio February 15, 1989. Menem would later claim to have been speaking ‘metaphorically’.
528 UN Document A/44/800 dated November 27, 1989
529 Carlos Menem had won the presidential election on May 14, 1989 and was due to be inaugurated on December 10, 

1989, but Alfonsin suddenly resigned. The caused a transfer of power some five months earlier than planned.
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In June, Britain's Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, and the United Nations' Secretary-General, Javier Perez 

de Cuellar, meet in London to discuss, inter alia, the question of the Falkland Islands. 530

July 8th, Argentina's new President, Carlos Menem, is sworn in. Menem addresses Congress; “... as President … 

I am going to dedicate the largest and the most important effort, in a cause I will fight with the law and the 

right in the hand. It will be a great Argentine cause: the recovery of our Malvinas, South Georgias, and South 

Sandwich Islands.” 

His appointed Foreign Minister is Domingo Felipe Cavallo.

“... improvement in Anglo-Argentine relations was precipitated by the election of Mr Carlos Menem to the 

Presidency … The impetus came from the deteriorating Argentine economic position, Argentina's need to 

normalise relations with the European Economic Community and the British desire to normalise relations and 

reduce its military presence without prejudicing its commitment to the future and security of the Islands.” 531

“In 1989, when this administration took office, the aftermath of the 1982 war was still evident, a war in which 

we were defeated. Notwithstanding the efforts made by the previous government, diplomatic relations with 

Great Britain had still not been re-established and levels of trade had dropped dramatically. Britain 

maintained a very restrictive maritime exclusion zone around the islands and was exploiting fishery resources 

without consulting or compensating Argentina in any way, and was preparing to do the same with gas and 

oil. Bad relations with Great Britain were also damaging our approach to the then European Community, a 

market in which Argentina was obviously interested in her own right.” 532

“President Menem, who in his electoral campaign had said ''it doesn't matter how much blood we spill, we are 

going to recover the Falklands'', appointed Domingo Cavallo as his Foreign Minister. Cavallo introduced an 

180° turn in Argentine Foreign Policy. It was decided to ''de-Falklandise Argentine Foreign Policy'', abandon 

the Non-Aligned Movement and rebuild the relationships with the United States and the European Community.

For this it was essential to rebuild relations with the United Kingdom.” 533

“From the first day of his administration, Menem expressed his willingness to put in a parenthesis the question 

of the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands, if that ensured negotiations with the government of Margaret 

Thatcher. Aware of the knowledge that the parties had acquired during the last years of indirect talks, the new 

president-elect and his chancellor, Domingo Cavallo, decided to continue with the methodology implemented 

by radical diplomacy. In this way, Menem and Cavallo maintained the direct dialogue channel through Brazil, 

the exchange of non-papers through the United States Department of State and the continuity of the "umbrella 

of sovereignty" formula.” 534

“The Cavallo administration leading the Ministry of Foreign Relations, was characterized by a high degree of 

awareness of the political leaders about the problems of implementation of the adopted policy. This was based 

on the following objectives: 1) to resume the dialogue with the United Kingdom, 2) to unblock the conflict, 

bogged down since the war of 1982, resuming the strategy of diplomatic resolution for the sovereignty issue; 

3) eliminate security risks in the South Atlantic with strong and sustained confidence-building measures; 4) 

improve relations with the European Economic Community and the United States, affected by the lack of 

progress in solving the problems with the United Kingdom; 5) eliminate the erosion of the relationship with 

Chile, Uruguay and Brazil, whose collaboration in isolating the islands from the mainland was permanently 

530 UN Document A/44/692
531 Evans 1991
532 Foreign Policy and Argentina’s National Interest Andres Cisneros 1996 in C. M. Lewis & C. Szusterman (eds) 1996
533 Bullrich 2000 p.212
534 Herrero 2020
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required; and 6) Finding mechanisms for the preservation of the fisheries wealth of the South Atlantic, affected

by fishing interests that took advantage of the stagnation of the conflict.” 535

July 9th, in Olivos, President Menem makes another speech; “We want to begin a discussion, a dialogue that 

leads to the restoration of diplomatic relations with Great Britain.”

“President Menem offered, ..., the declaration of the cessation of hostilities to Great Britain: "My government 

would be ready to declare the formal cessation of hostilities, if Great Britain agrees to open the exclusion zone".

This meant that the unlocking of bilateral relations would be effectively at the cost of a postponement of the 

sovereignty issue, which would be referred to the United Nations, whose Decolonization Committee would 

meet in August of that same year.” 536

July 13th, the Chicago Tribune reports.

“The state news agency Telam said Menem, asked whether his government would be willing to declare 
an end to hostilities, said: “Yes, to be able to start talks. But some basic gestures would be necessary on
Britain’s part, namely allowing Argentina into the (fishing) exclusion zone...”

July 19th, in the House of Lords, Lord Trefgarne, speaking for the Government, observes; “If his (Menem's) 

approach is intended to restore more normal relations between us, while putting sovereignty to one side, then 

we welcome it and we shall respond appropriately.”

“… the British government announced the possibility of normalizing relations with our country after the 

Argentine president stated that he was willing to recompose ties with London, without including the issue of 

the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands, but leaving "the issue of sovereignty, not from the side but under an 

umbrella, a glass bell. As long as Mrs. Thatcher or England does not touch the sovereignty issue, we are going 

to protect that issue, also not touching it "…” 537

August 1st, Argentina announces the cancellation of restrictions on goods imported from Britain. 538

August 7th, at the UN, the Special Committee on Decolonization opens its session on the Falkland Islands. It 

hears representations from Falklands' representatives Blake and Lee; Argentine petitioners Alexander Betts and 

James Lewis, together with Argentina's representative. 539

August 15th, the Committee adopts a draft-resolution sponsored by Chile, Cuba and Venezuela on a vote of 20 

votes to none against with 4 abstentions; “4. Urges the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom to 
resume negotiations in order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the sovereignty dispute...” 540

“In a resolution of 15 August, the Committee reiterated its position that the way to end the special and 

particular colonial situation of the Falklands was through a negotiated settlement. Regretting that the 

implementation of the General Assembly resolutions on this question had not yet started, it urged Argentina 

and the United Kingdom to resume negotiations,...” 541

535 Pereyra & Argento 2016
536 La política exterior de Carlos Menem hacia las islas Malvinas Oscar Mastropierro 2020 in Dossier de investigación 

N°2: ‘A 30 años de la firma de los Acuerdos de Madrid I y Madrid II’  ReFEM2065 April, 2020
537 Ibid.
538 Finally reciprocating the cancellation of the British ban which had been lifted on June 8, 1985
539 UN Document A/44/23
540 UN Document A/AC.109/1008. See also the Committee's report submitted to the General Assembly on September 15, 

1989 – UN Doc A/44/23 Chapter XI p.197 & 198. Decolonization Committee resolutions are presented as draft-
resolutions to the Fourth Committee for consideration by the General Assembly. No Decolonisation Committee 
Falklands resolution has been adopted by the General Assembly since 1988.

541 UN Yearbook 1989
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August 16th, in New York, Britain's Ambassador, Sir Crispin Tickell, holds talks with Argentine diplomat Sr. 

Garcia del Solar.542 The question of sovereignty is set aside. Not discussed.

“Following Argentine advances, Sir Crispin Tickell, the British Permanent Representative to the UN and Sr. 

Garcia del Solar, a senior Argentine UN Representative, held a preliminary meeting on 16-18 August ... The 

key to the success of both the August and subsequent October meetings was the decision to exclude the issue of 

sovereignty from the discussions by placing it under suspension in a manner similar to that used in the 

Antarctic Treaty.” 543

“The willingness to continue with the unofficial talks and to put the sovereignty issue under an umbrella, made 

the negotiations prosper, in such a way that just over a month after Menem assumed the presidency, 

Argentines and British saw faces for the first time since 1984, in New York. These "conversations about 

conversations", as they were called at the time, constituted the starting point of the negotiations with London, 

which later resulted in the Madrid Accords.” 544

“The umbrella posed a paradoxical situation. Although they reserved the rights of both parties to the 

surrounding islands and seas, in fact, it operated by freezing claims as all the subjects of this negotiation were 

theoretically protected by the agreed formula. For García del Solar the umbrella exists because there is a 

dispute for sovereignty, and Britain, precisely by accepting the formula, is not denying this point. If there were

no doubts about Argentine sovereignty, the umbrella would be meaningless.” 545

August 18th, after three days of talks, Tickell and de Solar issue a joint press statement. In compliance with UN 

resolution 43/25, both country’s agree to commence substantive talks on the restoration of diplomatic relations. 

“... where necessary, discussion would take place under the terms of a formula to protect the position of
each side with regard to sovereignty or territorial and maritime jurisdiction over the Falkland Islands, 
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. The two sides also agreed on a package of measures to 
improve diplomatic contacts and communications. In particular, they undertook to permit the respective
Interests Sections to enjoy their own direct secure communications, to have direct access at official 
level to Foreign Ministries, and to remove the ceiling on numbers of staff...” 546

“... a meeting was held in New York between representatives of the Governments of Argentina and the United 

Kingdom where they agreed on the timing, agenda and conditions for a later substantive meeting in Madrid 

between representatives of the two countries.” 547

“In the Joint Declaration issued at the end of the same, the so-called "sovereign umbrella formula" that 

protects the position of each party in relation to their rights over the surrounding archipelagos and maritime 

spaces, was established with respect to the dispute over the Falkland Islands. According to Foreign Minister 

Cavallo, this was a very important step, a qualitative leap from the previous situation because, for the first 

time since 1982, the United Kingdom explicitly accepted the existence of a legal dispute over the sovereign 

possession of those territories. Great Britain.., had permanently resisted recognizing any litigation, its position

was that the issue of sovereignty was finished and the islands were British.” 548

542 De Solar held no official position within the Menem government at this time. Described as a Special Representative. 
543 Evans 1991
544 Herrero 2020
545 Mastropierro 2020
546 UN Document A/44/692
547 UN Document A/44/692
548 El Conflicto de Malvinas en la Politica Exterior Argentina Alfredo Bruno Bologna 1994 in La Politica Exterior del 
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“The men responsible for the policy and its implementation (Carlos Menem – in charge of the Executive – 

Domingo Cavallo – Minister – Lucio García del Solar – negotiator) were aware of the weakness of the 

Argentine position (political, military and economic) in carrying out the strategy and making progress in the 

negotiation and the implications for the claim of sovereignty. For this reason, they chose to carry out an 

implementation characterized by a progressive policy, which took into account the "step by step" style of 

British diplomacy and which would allow each of the problems of the bilateral relationship to be successfully 

resolved. With this strategy, they were convinced of the need to advance slowly and without deadlines on the 

underlying issue – sovereignty – and of the difficulties that the treatment of the fisheries problem represented 

for it.” 549

“The parties were able to advance in the different stages of the negotiations thanks to the "umbrella formula" 

that froze the discussion of the Falkland Islands sovereignty. As García del Solar recalls, diplomatic efforts 

prior to the re-establishment of relations were easy "because the text of the umbrella negotiated by the 

previous government was ready."…” 550

“Guido Di Tella would declare years after that: "Both the Foreign Office and we agree to accept that both 

parties suspended or frozen their claims on the issue of sovereignty, while trying a serious approach on other 

pending issues, in order to create a certain climate of mutual trust that would allow us to reach, in the medium

term, a satisfactory solution to the dispute"…” 551

August 24th, on behalf of the British Government, MP Tim Sainsbury writes to the Falkland Islands Committee 

to reassure them that; “... the British Government's position is unyielding on the sovereignty of the Falklands: 

this is not for negotiation.”552

August 29th, in a joint-letter, the Governments of Britain and Argentina inform the Secretary-General Pérez de 

Cuéllar, of the talks to be held in Madrid in October. 553

“The "carnal relations" that President Carlos Menem (1989-1999) established with the United States had a 

corollary of renewed diplomatic relations with London,..” 554

September 12th, a delegation representing Islanders meets with Labour Party spokesman, George Foulkes MP 

to challenge his Party's views on whether the “interests” or “wishes” of the Islanders are paramount. During the 

meeting Foulkes confirms that the Labour Party, if elected in 1992, will be willing to discuss sovereignty with a 

democratic government in Buenos Aires.

UN Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar holds meetings in Belgrade and New York with the Argentine 

President on the question of the Falkland Islands. 555

September 21st, the remains of Juan Manuel de Rosas are exhumed in Southampton cemetery, for transfer to 

Buenos Aires via Paris. 556

549 Pereyra & Argento 2016
550 Herrero 2020
551 Mastropierro 2020
552 Falkland Islands Newsletter September 1989
553 UN Document A/44/490
554 Rubenstein 2011. “Carnal relations” had been a term used by Argentina's Minister, Guido de Tella, to describe 

Argentina's new relationship with the USA.
555 UN Document A/44/692
556 The 13th (1829 to 1832) and 17th (1835 to 1852) Governor of Buenos Aires Province. It was Rosas that had negotiated 

the peace treaty with Britain in 1849/50. On being deposed in 1852, Rosas had fled into exile in England. Negotiations  
for his repatriation had met with British approval in 1973 but successive Argentine governments failed to conclude the 
matter. Menem finally got it done. Rosa's remains are now in a mausoleum in La Recoleta cemetery, Buenos Aires.
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“In his book chronicling the trip, Anchorena remembers the moment with reverence. Tears filled his eyes as the 

Argentine flag was placed over the coffin, the same flag that had flown over the Argentine embassy in London 

at the time of the War of the Malvinas. After boarding a plane, the commission headed for France. When they 

entered French airspace, the captain opened a bottle of champagne, everyone participated in a solemn toast, 

after which they all recited the holy rosary.” 557

September 25th, at the opening of a new UN session, President Menem speaks before the General Assembly;“I 

want to reassert that we will fight unstintingly and peacefully to recover our Malvinas Islands with reason 

and perseverance.” The New York Times reports; “The President made passing reference to last month's 

agreement to open talks with Britain in Madrid next month on re-establishing relations. ''We have extended 

our hand, showing our willingness to enter into dialogue,'' he said. But he insisted that this must not put in 

question ''our historical and inalienable rights to sovereignty over those usurped South Atlantic islands.'' ''The 

normalization of bilateral dialogue,'' President Menem continued, ''must be followed by the firm and sensible 

will to bring to an end a historically unsustainable colonial situation.'' Speaking privately, British officials 

reacted with caution to Mr. Menem's address, ... When the two countries agreed to hold the Madrid talks last 

month, they said they would set aside their claims to the Falklands.” 558

October 7th, in Argentina, General Galtieri, together with 39 other officers of the dictatorships, receive 

Presidential pardons from Carlos Menem who announces a “national reconciliation.”

October 17th, Anglo-Argentine negotiating teams meet in Madrid under an agreement to set aside issues of 

sovereignty without either side being prejudiced – the “sovereignty-umbrella” formula. 559

October 19th, a joint-statement is issued, referencing the sovereignty umbrella.

“1. Nothing in the conduct or content of the present meeting or of any subsequent meeting shall be 
interpreted as (a) a change in the position of the United Kingdom with regard to sovereignty or 
territorial or maritime jurisdiction over the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the South Sandwich 
Islands and the surrounding maritime areas; (b) a change in the position of the Argentine Republic with
regard to sovereignty or territorial or maritime jurisdiction over the Falkland Islands, South Georgia 
and the South Sandwich Islands and the surrounding maritime areas; (c) recognition of or support for 
the position of the United Kingdom or the Argentine Republic with regard to sovereignty or territorial 
and maritime jurisdiction over the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands 
and the surrounding maritime areas.

2. No act or activity that the Republic of Argentina, the United Kingdom or any third parties carried 
out as a consequence of and in the execution of that which is agreed upon in the present meeting or in 
any subsequent meeting, can constitute the basis for confirming, supporting or denying the rights of the 
Argentine Republic or the United Kingdom relating to the sovereignty or territorial and maritime 
jurisdiction over the Falklands and South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands and the surrounding 
maritime areas.” 560

557 “Sometimes Knowing How to Forget Is Also Having Memory”: The Repatriation of Juan Manuel de Rosas and the 
Healing of Argentina J. M. Shumway 2004. cf. 1852

558 The New York Times September 26, 1989
559 UN Document A/44/678
560 Joint Statement of 19 October 1989 Re-establishing Consular Relations Between Britain and Argentina, and Agreeing a

Framework on Sovereignty Which Would Allow Further Talks. See -  
https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/1989-
_joint_british_argentine_statement_including_text_of_sovereignty_umbrella.pdf
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The Joint Statement agrees: that hostilities between Britain and Argentina have ceased; a resumption of consular

relations; the creation of a working group to consider measures for building confidence and avoiding military 

incidents; the Protection Zone to be aligned with the Conservation Zone; the lifting of all remaining restrictions 

between the two countries; Air and sea links to reopen; and the creation of a working group to consider fishing.

“The two Governments noted that all hostilities between them had ceased. Each Government undertook
not to pursue any claim against the other, including nationals of the other, in respect of loss or damage 
arising from the hostilities and all other action in and around the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and 
the South Sandwich Islands before 1989.” 561

“Once the sovereignty issue had been put to one side, it became possible to proceed towards the normalisation 

of bilateral relations.” 562

“Between October 17 and 19, 1989, representatives of the Argentine and British governments met in Madrid, 

announcing a "Declaration" in which the concrete desire to redirect relations between the two countries 

towards "normality" was expressed. This statement was the consequence of months of previous polls: in 

August 1989 (the month after Menem took office as president) the agenda for this meeting had been agreed, 

which shows that by October there was a broad consensus to positively seal the negotiations without many 

turns. … it was declared that "hostilities had ceased." Let us recall something little known in Argentina, that the

Malvinas was a battle and that the conditional surrender was of the garrison, not even formally since it was 

signed by General Menéndez who was not the military commander but the governor. The military 

government, and the following democratic government, did not make any other statement about it, that is, in 

fact Argentina had not surrendered and the conflagration in theoretical terms continued.” 563

“There was a change in speech and attitude of Carlos Menem towards the Falkland Islands. … Two initial 

measures were important. The application of the "sovereignty umbrella", agreed during Alfonsín's 

administration, and the request for the cessation of hostilities by Argentina and which had been unsuccessfully 

claimed by the United Kingdom since 1982.” 564

# Researcher's Comment: This was the first time that Argentina acknowledged, without conditions, that 

hostilities had ceased. Argentina's war had lasted from 1982 until 1989. Acceptance paved the way for 

agreements and the restoration of diplomatic links between the two countries. 

Falklands' sovereignty was not on the agenda. The sovereignty-umbrella was an ad-hoc arrangement for these 

talks although it would also be employed in future negotiations. It is poorly understood in Argentina, where 

some appear to view it as a permanent situation that restricts action at the United Nations. There is also an 

Argentine perception that the existence of the umbrella is recognition that there is a dispute between the two 

nations. In fact, the umbrella refers to the 'position' of each country. The 'position' of the UK is that the matter is

settled.

561 Joint Statement Art.3. The agreement by the British not to pursue reparations for the costs of the 1982 war was 
surprising; particularly as Argentina would not appear to have been in any position to pursue claims of its own; being the
aggressor. The why remains unexplained.

562 Evans 1991
563 Las declarationes de Madrid O la diplomacia como la continuacion de la guerra por otros medios Guillermo Martin 

Caviasca 2018. Internet published, the author appears to be a researcher at the University of Buenos Aires. This is 
inaccurate as General Menéndez was proclaimed Military Governor by decree 681 of 1982, with the power to exercise 
military and civil government. 

564 Mastropierro 2020
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The Chicago Tribune reports; “... "The Argentine government considers this agreement with the United 

Kingdom very important, truly transcendental," Argentine Foreign Minister Domingo Cavallo said in a news 

conference after reading a joint statement that was also released in London and Madrid. The two nations 

agreed to leave aside 'indefinitely' the thorny issue of sovereignty over the islands, Cavallo said.” 565

October 20th, Foreign Secretary John Major writes to the Islanders.

“... we have succeeded in reducing the discrimination against British companies and taking several 
other worth-while steps. But I should stress that we only agreed to these talks on condition that the 
question of sovereignty over the Falklands was not for discussion.”

October 24th, both Argentina and the UK notify the UN's Secretary-General that an agreement has been 

reached and that the joint-statement be circulated as an 'official document' of the UN. 566

October 31st, at the UN, the Secretary-General submits his report on the Question of the Falkland Islands.

“... under General Assembly resolution 43/25 of 17 November 1988,.. and (which) requested me to continue my 

renewed mission of good offices in order to assist the Parties in complying with that request.” 567

November 1st, the UN General Assembly, in its 44th session, considers the Falklands and announces a decision.

“By decision 44/406 of 1 November, the General Assembly decided to defer consideration of the 
Falkland Islands (Malvinas) question and to include it in the provisional agenda of its forty-fifth (1990) 
session.” 568

“In 1989, coinciding with the change of government, Argentina did not present a draft resolution to the 

General Assembly on the matter again (and would not do so since then), opting for a bilateral approach

with the United Kingdom that recomposed relations diplomatic under an "umbrella" formula of 

sovereignty.” 569

President of the General Assembly, Dante Caputo, informs members.

“I should like to call the attention of the Assembly to document A/44/490, to which is annexed a press 
communique issued in New York on 18 August 1989 by representatives of the Governments of Argentina 
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and to document A/44/678 ~ to which 
is annexed a joint statement issued in Madrid on 19 October 1989 by representatives of the 
Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
Furthermore, I should like to inform representatives that following consultations regarding this item it 
is proposed that the General Assembly decide to postpone consideration of the item and to include it in 
the provisional agenda of its forty-fifth session. May I take it, therefore, that the Assembly wishes to take
note of the documents that I have referred to and to defer consideration of this item and include it in the
provisional agenda of the forty-fifth session?  It was so decided.” 570

565 Chicago Tribune October 20, 1989. My emphasis.
566 UN Doc A/44/670
567 UN Doc A/44/692. Sadly. the report is not attached to this UN document. This was the last report submitted by the 

Secretary-General on the Falklands issue.
568 UN Yearbook 1989
569 La obligación de negociar y la cuestión Malvinas Luciano Pezzano 2016 (CLACSO). In fact Argentina has never 

presented such a draft-resolution. Those placed before the Assembly in the years 1982 to 1988 being sponsored by other 
South American nations; notably Chile and Uruguay.

570 UN Doc A/44/PV.44. I am unable to discover any information about these consultations; the source of the proposal or 
the decision to defer the question. Dante Caputo had been Argentina's Foreign Minister under Raul Alfonsin.
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“All C24 resolutions on UK OTs reach the UNGA, except that on the Falklands (a position agreed by the UK and

Argentina since the resumption of bilateral relations in 1989/90).” 571

“At the request of the United Kingdom, Argentina withdrew the Malvinas issue from the General Assembly, 

thus avoiding the British the wear and tear of having to defend the case annually before the international body

and endure overwhelming votes against but which it had consistently ignored for more than twenty-five years.

The issue continued to be discussed within the United Nations in a smaller space, such as the Decolonization 

Committee. It is not good for Argentina to deviate from the resolutions of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations that, since Resolution 2065/65, have advised the parties to negotiate a peaceful solution to the existing

sovereignty conflict over the three archipelagos of the South Atlantic. The government of President Menem set 

aside this precise legal framework, which should be the permanent axis of our relationship with Great Britain, 

to independently and specifically negotiate future oil and gas activities in the waters surrounding the Falkland

Islands.” 572

# Researcher's Comment: Argentina was going through one of its regular financial crises and struggling to 

negotiate a deal with the International Monetary Fund. Whether this was related is not clear, but there appears 

to have been some agreement between the UK and Argentina with regard to the issue of the Falklands at the 

United Natiuons. Sadly, there is too little information available to identify the nature of the 'position' whereby 

C24 resolutions do not reach the General Assembly. All that can be said with certainty is that there has been a 

silence upon the subject by the General Assembly that has endured ever since. GA Falklands‘ resolutions simply 

ceased. The result is, as the British Foreign Secretary would say in 1994, that - “ ... the question of sovereignty is

in effect settled. ... the Islanders will not accept Argentine rule, and no one will in practice force it upon them.”

Following problems in negotiating with the International Monetary Fund, hyper-inflation in Argentina soars. 573

December 18th, an Anglo-Argentine Fisheries Group meets for he first time. 574

“In the first declaration of Madrid in point 1-d and in point 2-10 the subject of fishing is addressed. He presents 

it as approaches to the "conservation and cooperation" of marine fauna. And he urges to "establish a working 

group" to advance on the issue, which is being carried out. This was made effective with the meeting on 

December 18 and 19, 1989 in Paris of the "British Argentine Working Group on Fishing" which established that 

both countries would exchange information on the subject in the region that runs from parallel 45 to 60 (in 

approximate coincidence with the military control zone), providing details of the fleets, schools and that the 

exploration of the possibility of cooperation would begin.” 575

December 22nd, PM Thatcher delivers her Christmas Message to the Falkland Islanders.

“Now you will have heard about our discussions with the new Argentine Government. ... we have made 
clear that we will not negotiate on sovereignty.”

571 Memorandum by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (submitted in response to a letter from the Chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee) Her Majesty’s Government’s current policy towards the UN Decolonisation Committee 
2010. In Nueva política de Estado para Malvinas (Mercopress December 16, 2015) Prof. Marcelo Kohen suggested that 
President Menem entered into a “gentleman's agreement” regarding Argentina's position at the UN. However. this seems
insufficient to have survived either the decades that have passed, or indeed the Presidents that followed Menem. It is 
particularly unlikely that the Kirchner presidencies would have accepted any informal agreement that limited their 
ability to act at the United Nations. Whatever agreement there is, it is binding.

572 Mastropierro 2020 citing Solari Yrigoyen September 27, 1993. The precise nature of the 1989 accord remains elusive.
573 It would reach 12,000% per year.
574 Caviasca 2018
575 Ibid.
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1990 – January 1st, the United Nations celebrates the commencement of the International Decade for the 

Eradication of Colonialism; “... aimed at ushering in the twenty-first century a world free from colonialism.” 576

“Commemorating the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration, the Assembly recognized the significant 
and commendable role played by the United Nations since its inception in the field of decolonization 
and noted that, during that period, more than 100 States had achieved sovereignty. The Assembly 
expressed its determination to take effective measures leading to complete and unconditional 
elimination of colonialism in all its forms and manifestations without further delay.” 577

January 29th, the anniversary of John Strong's landing at the Falkland islands in 1690 is commemorated at 

Bold Cove by the crew of HMS Leeds Castle together with the Commander of forces on the islands, the Governor 

and members of the community. The placing of the Union Jack is greeted by a 17 gun salute.

Authority over the British Antarctic Territory transfers from a High Commissioner based in the Falklands, to a 

Commissioner based in London.

February 14th, delegations from Argentina and the UK meet again in Madrid for two days of talks. 

“The key point at issue was the future of the 150-mile Falkland Islands Protection Zone (FIPZ) … Argentina 

strongly asserted its wish to be able to approach the vicinity of the Islands without seeking prior authorisation.

The British were concerned that such a relaxation might be considered both prejudicial to security and be 

taken as a signal of a lessening commitment to the Islands.” 578

February 15th, at the end of the talks, a Joint Statement is issued to the press which reaffirms the sovereignty-

umbrella arrangement as agreed in 1989. 579

“2. Both delegations reaffirmed that the formula on sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Islas 
Malvinas), South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands and the surrounding maritime areas, 
recorded in paragraph 2 of the Joint Statement of 19 October 1989, applied to this meeting and its 
consequences.”

The Joint Statement then outlines what has been agreed.

“.., they decided to establish an "Interim reciprocal information and consultation system" for 
movements of units of their armed forces in areas of the south-west Atlantic, in order to increase 
confidence between the two countries and to contribute to achieving a more normal situation in the 
region without unnecessary delay; to establish a direct communication link between the Falkland 
Islands and the mainland in order to reduce the possibility of incidents, limit their consequences in the 
case of occurrence, and increase common knowledge of military activities in the south-west Atlantic; to 
agree on a set of rules of reciprocal behaviour for naval and air units when operating in proximity; to 
agree on a mechanism for emergencies aimed at facilitating air and maritime search and rescue 
operations in the south-west Atlantic; to establish a system of exchange of information on the safety and
control of air and maritime navigation; ... Both Governments further agreed that they should proceed to
exchange available information on the operations of fishing fleets, appropriate catch and stocks of the 
most significant offshore species in the maritime area of the Atlantic Ocean between the latitudes 45 

576 See November 22, 1988.
577 UN Yearbook 1990
578 Evans 1991
579 Joint Statement of 15 February 1990 Re-establishing Diplomatic Relations Between Britain and Argentina. See 

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/1990-joint-british-argentine-statement-on-the-reestablishment-of-
diplomatic-relations.pdf
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and 60 degrees S. ... To continue considering the issues discussed, a Working Group on South Atlantic 
Affairs was to be set up. Further consideration was given to the situation with regard to contacts 
between the Falkland Islands and the mainland, with the United Kingdom recognizing Argentina’s 
readiness to facilitate communications and trading opportunities. ...” 580

“Twenty-five days written notice must be given of any movement of four or more naval vessels or aerial 

forces; of land based military exercises involving over 1000 men or more than 20 aircraft sorties, and of 

amphibious or airborne exercises involving more than 500 men or 20 aircraft sorties. ... 48 hours notice must 

be given of any ship movement within 50 miles of a coast or of any aircraft movement within 70 miles ...” 581

“… Argentina cedes to Great Britain control over its military forces in an immense territory that was not under

discussion and that there was no reason to place under that system that in fact restricts the freedom of the 

armed forces at sea far beyond the Malvinas.” 582

Full diplomatic relations are to be restored and relatives of Argentina's dead from 1982 will visit the Islands.

“Both delegations expressed their agreement to a visit to the cemetery on the Falkland Islands by close 
relatives of Argentine nationals buried there. The visit – based on humanitarian considerations – will 
take place under the auspices of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Both 
Governments will seek the good offices of the ICRC and agree, through diplomatic channels, on the 
arrangements for and timing of the visit. … Both delegations agreed that it would be appropriate to 
abolish the requirement for visas for nationals of each country wishing to visit the other. This measure 
would become effective once negotiations had been concluded through diplomatic channels...” 583

“Bilateral discussions in the Spanish capital in February 1990 were significant because they demonstrated 

changes in the Argentine position and represented important achievements for the United Kingdom. In Madrid

the United Kingdom obtained what had eluded her in Berne five years earlier. Namely, that the discussions 

should include all the issues in which Britain was interested, that is security, communications, trade, fishing, 

and consular relations, while at the same time excluding the issue of sovereignty from the bilateral agenda. 

This was the famous umbrella formula by which nothing that is said or done can be later used as a basis either 

in favour of or against Argentine or United Kingdom claims to sovereignty in the Malvinas, the South 

Georgias, the South Sandwich Islands and their respective maritime areas. This arrangement also entails 

recognising the British presence on the islands and implies deferring discussions about sovereignty for some 

considerable time. What did Argentina obtain from the application of the umbrella formula? … in taking this 

step, Argentina re-entered a direct diplomatic dialogue with Great Britain, interrupted since April 1982, and 

this opened the door to the restoration of a varied and useful range of contacts and exchanges. Arguably, the 

restoration of conventional relations with the United Kingdom was part of a larger strategic shift in Argentine 

international relations under President Menem. … the position of the United Kingdom was strengthened by 

negotiations in Madrid and it remains even more determined to block any increase in the Argentine 'presence' 

in the South Atlantic or the Antarctic.” 584

“In order to give priority to the bilateral relationship, the promotion of annual Resolutions in the General 

Assembly in the General Assembly was suspended. There was also a fear that the quality of the Resolutions 

580 UN Yearbook 1990 
581 Evans 1991
582 Caviasca 2018
583 UN Document A/45/136 dated February 21, 1990
584 Jose Octavio Bordon in Argentina: Foreign Relations and the New Foreign Policy Agenda Colin M. Lewis & Celia 

Szusterman (eds) 1996
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would diminish, by becoming increasingly bland as (a) result of the difficulties in obtaining votes  … The main 

priority of Argentine foreign policy became its reintegration into the western, developed world. … However, 

and a little incongruously, Argentina maintained its pressure on the UN's C24 Committee on de-Colonization 

where, through the years, Argentina had reiterated its claim and obtained favourable Resolutions...” 585

“The resumption of diplomatic relations in 1990 took place only once Argentina decided not to insist on linking 

it to new negotiations on sovereignty. In the joint declarations concluded in Madrid, the so-called "umbrella" 

of sovereignty was agreed, by which the British Government recognized the existence of the dispute, as well as 

the obligation to settle disputes exclusively by peaceful means, in evident contradiction with its position that it 

has nothing to negotiate, unless the islanders are willing to do so.” 586

“A second declaration was made on February 14 and 15, 1990 where the re-establishment of diplomatic 

relations was made effective and England announced the lifting of the "Exclusion Zone". In addition, various 

commissions were created to work on important aspects of the desired "cooperation". …” 587

February 17th, in London, The Times newspaper reports Lucio Garcia del Solar, as saying; “Britain could not 

avoid the question of sovereignty over the Falklands being raised in future.”

February 21st, Britain and Argentina inform the UN Secretary-General of the agreement between them. 588

February 26th, Anglo-Argentine diplomatic relations are restored; embassies reopen. 589

In March, a poll for the Buenos Aires newspaper, Clarin, reveals that only 24% of Argentines believe that the 

Falkland Islanders should be allowed to choose their own future. 590 Political opposition parties and groupings 

complain that the Joint Statements have no legal validity in Argentina.

“Many sectors due to naivety or malicious intent deny the existence, validity or efficacy of these Declarations. 

Because in order for them to be effective and "oblige" Argentina, they should be ratified by Congress, which, 

they argue, never happened. In the first instance these voices, assuming they are naive or ignorant, do not 

know that what Congress must ratify are "treaties" not "statements." And the choice of the formula 

"declaration" in these agreements was not naive. It was designed to prevent the sensitized Argentine society 

from being in the position to debate the Malvinas issue. ... But just by reading them we take note that their 

writing is that of complete and super-comprehensive treaties, on the broadest issues that concern sovereignty, 

in its most intimate aspects: exploitation of hydrocarbons, fishing, British investments and armed forces. To 

just mention four aspects of the many that these "Declarations" framed for the future. … Furthermore, based 

on the declarations, the parliament sanctioned a set of laws that make the “declarations” ... mandatory. 

Because these as such, presented to the people as "Treaties between England and Argentina", would not have 

been approved or would have been modified.” 591

April 8th, a Chilean aircraft lands at Stanley airport from Punta Arenas; the first international flight since 1982.

585 Bullrich 2000 p.213
586 Berasategui 2013
587 Caviasca 2018
588 UN Doc A/45/136. See https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/letter-dated-21-february-from-the-

permanent-representatives-of-argentina-and-the-united-kingdom.pdf
589 Argentina's Ambassador, Dr Mario Cámpora, arrived in London in May; Britain's Humphrey Maud flew into Buenos 

Aires in July.
590 Prospects for a Settlement of the Falklands/Malvinas Dispute F. Noguera & P. Willets 1992
591 Caviasca 2018
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April 9th, Britain's Foreign Secretary Hurd meets with Argentina's Minister Cavallo to discuss the abolition of 

visa requirements for both countries, An agreement is reached with a target date in June. 592

April 15th, Argentina's Foreign Minister, Domingo Cavallo, at the end of a tour of Europe, speaks to the press.

“Mrs Thatcher has refused to discuss ownership of the islands, although diplomatic ties were resumed 
in February. But Labour has committed itself to talks with no pre-conditions, as long as Argentina 
remains a democracy.”

April 16th, Britain's Daily Mail newspaper reports.

“Labour has told Argentina it will hold talks on the future of the Falklands if Neil Kinnock wins power. 
Sovereignty would be on the agenda despite fierce opposition.”

April 26th, the UK mission to the United Nations sends a letter to the Decolonization Committee stating that 

Britain considers the colonial era as over; “... and therefore saw no further need for the United Nations to 

devote time and resources to the special study of the affairs of the non-self-governing territories.” 593

In Buenos Aires, Argentine law 23.775 is sanctioned; changing the National Territory of Tierra del Fuego into a 

Province. Included within the new provincial territory are the Falkland Islands, South Georgia, the South 

Sandwich Islands. Also what is described as, “Island groups and other Territories included in the Argentine 

Antarctic Sector.”  Article 2 is seen by some Argentine observers as contentious.

“Art. 2: Regarding Antarctica, Malvinas, South Georgia, South Sandwich and other subantarctic 
islands, the new Province is subject to the treaties with foreign powers that the federal Government 
enters into, for whose ratification it will not be necessary to consult to the provincial government.” 

“The provincialization law itself states that the province could be divided, and it can be interpreted as directly 

implying that sovereignty over a large portion of it does not yet belong to our country...” 594

April 27th, talking to Oscar Raul Cardoso in the Clarin newspaper, ex-Foreign Minister Dante Caputo says that 

as regard the Falkland Islands, Argentina is claiming the territory, not a population of origin and culture hardly 

compatible with Argentina’s. 595

May 15th, Argentine law 23.775 is recalled by a Presidential decree 905/1990 due to flaws in its drafting which 

have included within the territorial description, areas of Chile. 596

“… the delimitation contained in article 1 of the sanctioned text requires greater clarification, to adapt 
it to the current legal order. … the limits set in the aforementioned norm could involuntarily generate 
interpretations of third States that do not respond to the positions held on the matter by our country.” 

“… it required "greater precision to adapt it to the current legal order" (he surely meant the Madrid 

Agreements) and because those limits "could involuntarily generate interpretations of third States (UK) that 

do not correspond to the positions held on the matter by our country ", wanting to confuse his policy of 

systematic submission and surrender, with what historically sustained the people and the Argentine State.” 597

592 Not implemented and freedom of movement was not achieved until 1999.
593 The Future of Tokelau: Decolonising Agendas 1975-2006 J. Huntsman 2007 p.151
594 Una propuesta a medida del deseo kelper y los intereses británicos, en el seno del Consejo Nacional de Malvinas 

Luciano R. Moreno Calderón 2021
595 No Interest in Arbitration Simon Arthur in The Falkland Islands Newsletter November, 1992
596 And it remained, unamended, until 2009 when law 26.552 changed the description of the province to remove the 

Chilean territory. In effect, the boundaries of the Territory of Tierra del Fuego remained undefined for 19 years. cf. 2006,
2009 & 2016

597 Calderón 2021
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June 10th, the British-Argentine Working Group on South Atlantic Affairs meets in London to discuss issues 

under the agreed sovereignty umbrella formula. 598

August 1st, the UN’s Special Committee on Decolonization begins its annual consideration of the Falklands.

“At its 1363rd and 1366th meetings, on 1 and 8 August, the Committee granted requests for hearings to Mr. T. 

J. Peck of the Legislative Council of the Falkland Islands, as well as to Messrs. D. A. Clifton, Hugo Warneford 

Thomson and Alexander Betts. … 6. At the 1368th meeting, on 9 August, the Chairman drew attention to a 

draft resolution on the item sponsored by Chile, Cuba and Venezuela (A/AC.109/L.1743). 7. At the 1369th 

meeting,  on 13 August, following a statement by the representative of Cuba, statements were made by Messrs. 

Peck, Clifton, Thomson and Betts (see A/AC.109/PV.1369). 8. At the same meeting, the Chairman informed the 

Special Committee that the delegation of Argentina had expressed the wish to participate in the Committee’s 

consideration of the item. The Committee decided to accede to the request.” 599

August 14th, adopting a draft-resolution submitted by Venezuela, the Committee notes the agreements reached 

during the year and that; “... the new process of dialogue and co-operation between Argentina and the United 

Kingdom should facilitate the resumption of the negotiations in order to find a peaceful solution to the dispute 

over sovereignty.” 600 The resolution:

“Urges the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom to consolidate the current process of 
dialogue and bilateral cooperation through the resumption of negotiations in order to find as soon as 
possible a peaceful solution to the sovereignty dispute relating to the question of the Falkland 
Islands...” 601

# Researcher's Comment: It is worthy of a reminder, that the United Nations is a political organisation. Records 

of meetings are put through a process of validation which can take months. That which was said, is not as 

important as what is agreed was said – whether it actually was or not. This renders problematic the use of UN 

records as archive material. The Special Committee on Decolonization had wavered in its call for a negotiated 

resolution of the 'sovereignty dispute' in 1989 because talks were in progress but by this stage it was clear that 

decisions had been made. So in 1990 the Committee resumed its siren calls, albeit now, in the knowledge that 

they would go no further.

October 29th, Foreign Minister Domingo Cavallo is reported as saying he does not believe that the British will 

extend the 150-mile fisheries conservation zone.

November 2nd, Britain and Argentina agree a joint-statement regarding fisheries conservation. 602 

“… the Joint Statement establishes a South Atlantic Fisheries Commission … The role and functions of SAFC, 

which relate to the most significant offshore species in the waters between latitudes 45º South and 60º South 

(i.e. an area stretching 900 nautical miles from roughly central Argentina to well below the foot of South 

America), are to assess the state of fish stocks in this area, to collect and analyse information relating to fishing

operations and the status of the stocks, to propose to the two governments joint scientific research on the most 

significant offshore species, to submit to both governments recommendations for the conservation of the most 

598 UN Doc A/46/596: October 24, 1990. Arising out of the 1989 talks between Argentina and Britain this meeting was 
listed as the 'fifth' by this working group. Details of the previous four do not appear to have been published.

599 UN Doc A/45/23 (Supp): Jan 1, 1994
600 UN Doc A/AC.109/1050. Decolonization Committee resolutions are presented to the Fourth Committee as draft-

resolutions for adoption by the General Assembly. No Decolonisation Committee Falklands resolution has been adopted 
by the General Assembly since 1988. See above.

601 UN Document A/45/23 (Supp) dated Jan 1, 1994
602 See - https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/1990-joint-statement-on-the-conservation-of-fisheries.pdf
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significant offshore species and in accordance with international law to recommend … possible actions for the 
conservation in international waters of migratory and straddling stocks and species related to them.” 603

November 8th, Argentina publishes law 2316/1990. 

“Decree 2316 of the National Executive Power, National Antarctic Policy of 1990, in force with amendments, 

states in Art. I that the primary objective of the National Antarctic Policy is to reinforce Argentine sovereign 

rights in the region. Policies to be enforced so as to reach this objective shall inter alia: "strengthen the 

Antarctic Treaty and its system", "increase Argentine influence in the decision-making processes of the treaty 

and its system" (Art. II). Among its priorities it includes the preparation of a scientific and technical Antarctic 

plan with emphasis on investigation to develop knowledge about mineral and fishing resources, and of the

environment to enhance its protection, including Antarctic phenomena of global importance and the 

development of specifically Antarctic technologies (Art. III. 1). It further states that it shall be a priority for 

Argentina to provide services, including facilities for communication, transport, supplies, meteorology and 

cartography, maritime and air navigation security, prevention and solution of ecological contingencies, 

tourism; their planning and execution shall be assessed considering their environmental impact (Art. III. 2). A 

further priority is to "strengthen the links between Argentine Patagonia, in particular Tierra del Fuego, and 

the Antarctic Sector through the preparation of appropriate programmes" (Art. III. 6).” 604

November 12th, Aerovias DAP, a Chilean company, establishes a weekly air service between Punta Arenas and 

Mount Pleasant Airport.

November 22nd, Margaret Thatcher resigns as Britain's Prime Minister. John Major takes over.

November 28th, Argentina and Britain release a further joint-statement.

“... 2. In order to contribute to the conservation of fish stocks, the two Governments agreed to open the 
way for cooperation in this field on an ad-hoc basis; this will be done:- 

(a) by means of the establishment of the "South Atlantic Fisheries Commission", composed of 
delegations from both States, to assess the state of fish stocks in the South Atlantic in accordance with 
paragraph 7 of the Joint Statement issued at Madrid on 15 February, 1990.”

The statement is accompanied by a 'Proclamation'.

“1. There is established for the Falkland Islands an outer fishery conservation zone, hereinafter 
referred to as 'the outer zone'. 

2. The outer zone has its limits and lines defined in the schedule to this Proclamation. 

3. The outer limits of the outer zone may be varied by means of a further Proclamation for the purpose 
of implementing any agreement or arrangements with another state or states or an international 
organisation or otherwise.

4. Her Majesty will exercise the same jurisdiction in respect of fisheries in the outer zone as she has in 
respect of fisheries in the territorial sea of the Falkland Islands subject to such provision as in force or 
may hereafter be made law for those matters within the territorial sea and the outer zone. 

5. This Proclamation will become effective on the twenty-sixth day of December, 1990.” 605

603 Falkland Islands: Maritime Jurisdiction and Co-operative Arrangements with Argentina Robin R. Churchill in The 
International and Comparative Law Quarterly Vol.46, No.2 (Apr., 1997), pp. 463-477

604 The Antarctic Legal Systems and Environmental Issues Gianfranco Tamburelli 2006
605 Extends the FICZ to the north, east and south of the Falkland Islands to 200 miles from coastal baselines. 
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“... an Outer Fishing Conservation Zone … within which the Crown has … the same jurisdiction in respect of 

fisheries as it has in respect of fisheries in the territorial sea.” 606

Argentine Minister Domingo Cavallo, tells reporters that the agreement signifies; “... implicit British recognition 

of the Argentine claim to sovereignty over the 200 miles of territorial waters around the Malvinas Islands.”  

Sir Rex Hunt responds; “He must know that this is not true and one can only assume that his comments were 

intended for purely domestic consumption, but such blatant dishonesty is bound to lead to further 

misunderstanding and, eventually, confrontation. After all, the 1982 conflict had its origins in the 1971 

Communications Agreements.” 607

The first meeting of the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission is held; concluding in a Joint Declaration on the 

Conservation of Fishery Resources. 608

“4. The Commission will have the following functions:- (a) In accordance with paragraph 7 of the Joint
Statement issued at Madrid on 15 February 1990, to receive from both States the available information 
on the operations of the fishing fleets, appropriate catch and effort statistics and analyses of the status 
of the stocks of the most significant offshore species. Both Governments will provide such information 
in the form recommended by the Commission; (b) To assess the information received and to submit to 
both Governments recommendations for the conservation of the most significant offshore species in the 
area; (c) To propose to both Governments joint scientific research work on the most significant offshore
species; (d) In accordance with international law, to recommend to both Governments possible actions 
for the conservation in international waters of migratory and straddling stocks and species related to 
them; (e) To monitor the implementation of the prohibition and make recommendations in this regard to
both Governments. 5. The prohibition in paragraph 2(b) will take effect on 26 December 1990; both 
Governments agreed to cooperate in order to implement it. 6. Each Government will take the 
appropriately related administrative measures in accordance with this Joint Statement”

December 11th, an Anglo-Argentine Bilateral Investment Treaty is signed.

“… the treaty covers mining and hydrocarbons throughout the Argentine territory, not especially in the 

Malvinas region. Sectors of the economy that began to be transformed into exploitation and export resources 

in the hands of large foreign extractive companies, among which the English are a substantial part. This treaty

was part of a package that transformed and allowed its implementation from this historical moment, hand in 

hand with the new "Mining Code", the constitutional reform that delivers natural resources (deregulated and 

privatized) to the provinces and privatization of YPF.” 609

December 12th, at the UN, the General Assembly considers the question of the Falkland Islands; “By decision 

45/424 of 12 December, the General Assembly took note of the letter dated 21 February from Argentina and the

United Kingdom to the Secretary-General,.. and included the item entitled "Question of the Falkland Islands 

(Malvinas)" in the provisional agenda of its forty-sixth (1991) session. 610

Britain's new Prime Minister, John Major, sends a Christmas Message to the Islanders; “You need be in no doubt

that we will continue to honour our commitments to you”

606 Churchill 1997 p.465 op. cit.
607 Sir Rex Hunt quoted in Penguin News December 14, 1990
608 Subject to the sovereignty umbrella. See - https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/1990-joint-statement-

on-the-conservation-of-fisheries.pdf
609 Caviasca 2018. Ratified by the Argentine Congress on November 4, 1992
610 UN Yearbook 1990. Without the renewal of a mandate for the Secretary-General to employ his good offices with regard 

to a sovereignty dispute, reports from his office to the General Assembly on this question ceased. cf. 1989 & 2010
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1991 – February 1st, Guido di Tella takes over as head of Argentina’s Foreign Ministry.

“In the first days of that year, Di Tella announced that, in order to solve the conflict, the wishes of the 

inhabitants will be taken into account.” 611

“Foreign Minister Di Tella pointed out Argentina's willingness to take into account the "wishes" of the islanders

and not only their "interests", the traditional Argentine position in the negotiations.” 612

March 5th, a population census reveals that there are 2,121 people on the Islands, excluding military personnel, 

their families and others present in connection with the military garrison. 613

March 18th, 354 relatives of Argentina's war dead from 1982 fly out from Ezeiza Airport to the Falklands. They 

are seen off by a demonstration of Argentine veterans shouting anti-British slogans. 

“... despite a reconciliation last year between Buenos Aires and London, the visit was marked by 
political sensitivity and the resentment that many Argentines still harbor toward Britain. About 40 
veterans of the Falklands war, shouting anti-British slogans and wearing battle fatigues, tried to enter 
the boarding area just before the visitors' plane took off early this morning. They were dragged away by
security guards, but no arrests were reported. Boarding an Argentine Airlines jet whose markings had 
been covered over by the insignia of the International Committee of the Red Cross, the relatives of the 
fallen soldiers began their visit to the Port Darwin military cemetery 1,300 miles away, where 235 are 
buried.... In addition to obscuring any reference to Argentina on the 747 used in the flight, the visiting 
Argentines had to surrender their Argentine passports in exchange for a Red Cross identification card. 
Flight attendants were asked not to wear their Argentine Airlines emblems. Passengers were not 
permitted to carry literature with the name Argentina, nor were they allowed to take Argentine flags or 
even arrangements of light blue and white flowers that could be construed to represent the Argentine 
national colors. For security reasons, the plane had to fly with the view from its passenger-seat 
windows blocked once within 60 miles of the Falklands. The flight landed at the Mount Pleasant air 
force base, 30 miles southwest of Stanley, the capital. From Mount Pleasant, British officers flew the 
relatives of the fallen soldiers in four helicopters, their British insignia obscured by the Red Cross, to 
the Darwin (military) cemetery about 50 miles away. Relatives were permitted to stay at the grave sites 
an hour and 20 minutes. An Argentine Roman Catholic priest presided over short services.” 614

Supervised by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), on their arrival at Mount Pleasant Airport, 

the relatives and journalists are handled by the military so that they do not have to come into contact with 

Islanders; many of who oppose the visit. 615

“Most of our families arrived in the Darwin (military) Cemetery in 1991, without knowing that they 
would see so many nameless graves. That provoked sadness, rage, and also a great desire to address 
that issue. The outpouring of grief among the families of the fallen immediately took the form of a fight 
for individual and collective identity. The anguish provoked by this large amount of white, nameless 
crosses generated a feeling that was shared by the whole group: "They are all our sons."..” 616

611 Bologna 1994
612 Pereyra & Argento 2016
613 Falkland Focus October 1991
614 The New York Times March 19, 1991
615 Original agreement stipulated that relatives should arrive by sea and travel to the cemetery without going via Stanley.
616 Quoted in Argentine Soldier Known unto God: The Darwin Cemetery and Conflicts in the Retelling of the 

Falklands/Malvinas War J. Rubenstein 2011 citing Comisión de Familiares de Caídos en Malvinas e Islas del Atlántico 
Sur, “Inauguración del monumento.”

132



In April, an Argentine British Conference takes place in Bariloche, Argentina, organised by the pro-Argentine 

Lord Montgomery. 617 No Islanders attend; “For Falklands born Islanders, which Argentina consider its citizens 

by birth, even a British passport issued elsewhere is unacceptable. ... There were some 40 British sponsors, 

mainly companies with interests in Argentina. The South Atlantic Council contributed too, as did the Foreign 

and Commonwealth Office.” 618

May 3rd, the Falkland Islands Government purchase farms from the Falkland Islands Company.

June 21st, the Antarctic Treaty, originally coming into force for 30 years in 1961, continues unrevised.

August 1st, at the United Nations, the Special Committee on Decolonisation begins its annual consideration of 

the question of the Falkland Islands. Requests for a hearing are granted to Norma Edwards and Lewis Clifton 

representing the Falkland Islands Government; also to Luis Gustavo Vernet and Juan Scott. Argentina's 

representative is also allowed to address the committee. 619

August 14th, the Special Committee on Decolonisation adopts a draft-resolution requesting; “... the 

Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom to consolidate the current process of dialogue and 

cooperation through the resumption of negotiations in order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to 

the sovereignty dispute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), in accordance with the 

provisions of General Assembly resolutions 2065 (XX), 3160 (XXVIII), 31/49, 37/9, 38/12, 39/6, 40/21, 41/40, 

42/19 and 43/25.” 620

September 10th, Argentina promulgates law 23.968 – claiming sovereignty over an Exclusive Economic Zone 

covering the whole continental shelf and embracing the Falklands, South Georgia and the South Sandwich 

Islands. 621

September 25th, Britain and Argentina issue a joint-statement regarding consultations between their military 

authorities.622 A direct, 24 hour, communications link is established between the Commander British Forces 

Falkland Islands and Argentina's Naval and Air Authorities in Ushuaia and Comodoro Rivadavia under an 

'Interim Reciprocal Information & Consultation System'.

“Taking into account the increase of mutual confidence between the United Kingdom and the Argentine 
Republic, end in order to progress towards the achievement of a more normal situation in the South-
West Atlantic, the System will consist, of the following provisions 1. Direct Communication Link A. The 
Direct Communication Link between the respective military authorities will be maintained – under the 
supervision of both Foreign Ministries – in order to ensure the exchange of information to allow 
adequate reciprocal knowledge of military activities in the South-West Atlantic.” 623

Another clause provides for written notice, 14 days in advance, of; “... movements of 4 or more naval or air units

and about exercises involving more than 1,000 troops, when either is carried out within 80 nautical miles of 

coasts... (and) Reciprocal notification of identity, intended track and purpose will be given, not less than 48 

hours in advance, of naval combatant units that intend to approach closer to coasts than 15 nautical miles. 

617 David Bernard Montgomery, the son of Field Marshall Sir Bernard Montgomery, was Vice-President of the Anglo-
Argentine Society.

618 The Bariloche Conference Peter J. Pepper Falkland Islands Newsletter No. 49 November 1991. Richard Gott of the 
Guardian newspaper also attended.

619 UN Doc A/46/23(Supp): January 1, 1995
620 UN Doc A/AC.109/1087
621 Enacted August 14, 1991. See - http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/arg1223.pdf
622 See - https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/joint-statement-september-25-1991.pdf
623 UN Document A/46/596 & S23164 October 24, 1991
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These movements will require mutual consent.” 624 Further provisions relate to search and rescue; safety of 

navigation and an air control zone. 

“The interesting thing is that the "Working Groups" are called for: "South Atlantic" issues, not Malvinas / 

Falkland as appears in the original (1990) statements. This implies a clear English intention, they are not 

"discussing the Malvinas" between two countries that dispute them, but the "South Atlantic" between two 

countries that have interests in it, another setback.” 625

October 4th, signed in Madrid, the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty makes the 

Antarctic the most environmentally protected region on earth.

October 31st, a Phantom military aircraft, conducting air combat manoeuvres, crashes in the Falkland Islands. 

Flight Lieut. Ian Holden and Flight Officer C. Weightman, are killed.

November 13th, at the United Nations, the General Assembly; “... by decision 46/406, took note of the joint 

statement by Argentina and the United Kingdom and decided to include the question of the Falkland Islands 

(Malvinas) in the provisional agenda of its forty-seventh (1992) session.” 626 President of the General Assembly 

makes an announcement.

“In connection with this item, I should like to call the attention of the Assembly to document A/46/596 
containing a joint statement issued in London and Buenos Aires on 25 September 1991 by the 
Governments of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Argentine Republic.
Furthermore, and taking into account General Assembly decision 45/424 of 12 December 1990, I 
should like to inform representatives that, following consultations regarding agenda item 39 on the 
question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), it is proposed that the General Assembly decide to 
postpone consideration of this item and to include it in the provisional agenda of its forty-seventh 
session. ... It was so decided.” 627

November 22nd, in Stanley, the Governor issues a proclamation.

“... for the purposes of international law,
the continental shelf around the
Falkland Islands extends ... to a distance
of 200 nautical miles from the baselines
from which the breadth of the territorial
sea is measured or to such other limit as
prescribed by the rules of international
law, including rules for the delimitation
of maritime jurisdiction between
neighbours... Any rights exercisable over
the seabed and subsoil of the continental
shelf, including the natural resources
thereof, beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea around the Falkland Islands are hereby vested in 
Her Majesty.” 628

624 Ibid.
625 Caviasca 2018
626 UN Doc A/46/596 & S23164: October 24, 1991. cf. 1989 & 2010
627 UN Doc A/46/PV.45. Original emphasis. cf. 1989
628 Falkland Islands Continental Shelf Proclamation: Falkland Islands Gazette. See 

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/falkland-islands-continental-shelf-proclamation-1991.pdf        
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At the same time the Continental Shelf Bill 1991 is laid before the Legislative Council. This permits seismic 

surveying under licences issued by the FIG.

“The proclamation drew an immediate protest from Argentina, which on the same day announced that it 

would enact legislation claiming its right to the seabed within 200 miles of the Falklands.” 629

November 25th, in the House of Lords, the Earl of Caithness makes a statement.

“The question of oil in the South Atlantic, specifically in the continental shelf off Patagonia and around
the Falkland Islands, has been receiving increasing attention in recent years. Her Majesty's 
Government have been in contact with the Falkland Islands Government on the matter. Having 
considered proposals by the Falkland Islands Government, the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs has instructed the Governor of the Falkland Islands to take the necessary 
legislative measures to provide for the exercise of the Crown's rights over the sea bed and the sub-soil 
of the continental shelf around the Falkland Islands. In addition, an Ordinance known as the 
Continental Shelf Bill 1991, will be laid before the Legislative Council of the Falkland Islands. Upon 
entry into force this would allow seismic surveying to take place under licence in designated areas of 
the continental shelf. Officials from the British and Argentine Governments will meet shortly to explore 
the scope for co-operation.” 630

December 9th, in an announcement, Britain and Argentina create a; “… binational team to analyze forms of 

mutual cooperation in the exploration and exploitation of the seabed in the South Atlantic.” 631

“The Argentine representation was chaired by the Foreign Policy Director General of the Foreign Ministry, 

Ambassador Fernando Petrella; while the British delegation was led by the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the 

Foreign Office, Adrián Beamish. But this intention was not easy to carry out due to the British toughness 

which, also on this issue, made rapid progress without caring about the Argentine claims and intentions of 

"cooperation". The minimum request of our government was to develop joint exploration and exploitation and 

proposed a series of "bordering" areas between the Malvinas projection and that of the continent. In reality, as

in the fisheries issue, Argentina considered that the Malvinas area was specifically the one that should be 

discussed and Great Britain considered that the relationship should be carried out as if they were two 

bordering countries that created spaces for commercial partnerships. In other words, as in all cases, for 

England the "umbrella" was actually a "shield".” 632

The South Atlantic Fisheries Commission convenes in London to consider proposals for further cooperation. It is

agreed to establish a 'High Level Group' in an attempt to make progress. 633

629 Falkland Islands: Maritime Jurisdiction and Co-operative Arrangements with Argentina R. R. Churchill 1997 p.468
630 Hansard Lords November 25, 1991 col. WA78
631 Caviasca 2018
632 Ibid.
633 Argentine Malvinas Islands, Kelpers Oil? Rafael Bielsa 2010
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1992 – January 1st, the Falkland Islands Police Force is granted the prefix 'Royal' by HM Queen Elizabeth II, 

in recognition of 146 years of loyal service. 634

January 3rd, during a speech in Pinamar, Argentina's President

Menem demands that the Falklands sovereignty dispute is submitted

to international arbitration. 

“Diplomacy is a form of continuing the war, but with other
arms: like dialogue, arbitrations where possible…. This is what
we propose with Britain.”

“President Carlos Menem sought to produce a qualitative leap in the

management of the Falklands. Surprisingly, the President

announced on January 4 (sic), 1992 that his government wished to

submit the conflict over the Falklands sovereignty with Great

Britain to an international arbitration tribunal.” 635

January 5th, Britain’s Embassy in Buenos Aires issues a

statement;“The question of sovereignty was put under an umbrella

when both governments agreed to resume diplomatic relations.

That umbrella remains in place.” 636

“The British response was immediate. ..., the government of Great

Britain considered that it was convenient to continue preserving the

question of the sovereignty of the Falklands under the formula of the protective umbrella.” 637

Britain's Observer newspaper reports Menem’s proposal, however the President’s office promptly claims that he 

has been misquoted. 638

“… no such proposal was ever passed to Britain… Both Guido di Tella in La Nacion on January 10th, and 

Menem himself, in Clarin on the 11th, confirmed this. According to Menem, the ‘error’ arose in Pinamar on 

January 3rd at the birthday of his brother Eduardo. Then, Menem said, he had commented how Argentina was 

settling its differences with Chile, not Britain, and said that twenty-three frontier disputes had been settled and

one submitted to arbitration. This, Menem complained, was then ‘interpreted’ by a journalist to be a proposal 

of arbitration for the Falklands dispute. Actually, there is no doubt that Menem had been talking about 

arbitration of the Falklands dispute. The official text of what he would say in Pinamar had been given to the 

press the day before. ... Menem had to drop his idea, stop delivery of any formal arbitration proposal, and 

deny what he had undoubtedly said, because of the rage the idea produced from Argentina's 'Malvinistas' – 

Gass, Bordon, Caputo, etc. These argued that submitting the Falkland Islands dispute to arbitration implied 

that it was just a territorial dispute, and might allow the arbitrators to consider the Islanders' wishes.” 639

634 Founded 1846
635 Mastropierro 2020 citing newspaper Clarin January 7, 1992. 
636 Associated Press News January 7, 1992. Implying that the continuation of diplomatic relations is reliant upon the 

'umbrella'?
637 Mastropierro 2020 citing newspaper Clarin January 7, 1992
638 No formal offer was submitted to the UK by Argentina. Menem, as he was inclined to do, was merely playing to the 

crowd. Over the course of his presidencies, he would often claim to have been misunderstood.
639 No Interest in Arbitration Simon Arthur in The Falkland Islands Newsletter November, 1992. Raul Alfonsin had 

dismissed the suggestion of arbitration during his presidency which preceded Menem.
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January 10th, is designated as 'Margaret Thatcher Day' in the Falklands, to celebrate her 1983 visit. 640

A team led by Dr. Robert Philpott, of Liverpool University, conducts an archaeological survey of Jasons Town 

and Fort George on Saunders Island. Identified in the 1770 Carrington Bowles chart (below) as the western side 

of the port. 641

In February, a visa system is introduced for the Falkland Islands.

“Called a 'visitor's permit' it is stamped into the traveller's passport before he or she leaves the UK and entry 

into the Islands is not permitted without one. The bearer is allowed to stay in the Falklands for up to four 

months.... Visitors from South America must also have the stamp and are provided with forms by DAP officials

which they present to customs on arrival. … A Stanley immigration official said the form, and accompanying 

declaration required to obtain the stamp, were to stop people turning up in the Islands, expecting to stay 

indefinitely. … Before coming to the Falklands, a visitor must declare he or she has sufficient funds for the stay;

has a return ticket; will not seek to settle and will not obtain employment. There is also a health clause.” 642

February 14th, at the United Nations, the USA informs the General Assembly that; “... it had decided to 

suspend its cooperation with the Special Committee, claiming that it had focused on an outmoded agenda 

instead of new approaches aimed at addressing the specific needs of the few remaining NSGTs.” 643

“The United Nations Decolonization Committee (The Committee of Twenty-Four) is discredited now. The 

Falklands are very different to what they were in 1964 too.” 644

February 22nd, the Archbishop of Canterbury visits the Falklands to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 

consecration of Stanley Cathedral.

640 Perhaps appropriately there was no day off.
641 An Archaeological Survey of Port Egmont, Falkland Islands R. A. Philpott 1992. See 

https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/an-archaeological-survey-of-port-egmont-by-robert-philpott-
1992.pdf

642 Penguin News February 21, 1992 p.3
643 The Yearbook of the United Nations 1992 part 4, chapter 1
644 No Interest in Arbitration Simon Arthur in The Falkland Islands Newsletter November, 1992
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February 26th, Falklands Director of  Education, Phyllis Rendell, visits Buenos Aires as part of a British team.

“The meeting had no set agenda but is an opportunity for the two sides to seek each other's views on last year's 

continental shelf legislation. Seismic surveys in the South West Atlantic start later this year.” 645

“Addressing the first day’s meeting, Mrs Rendell outlined the Islands' progress in setting up a seismic regime, 

explaining our legislation on the subject, the appointment of consultants and the setting up of a Government 

group to address oil-related issues. So how did they treat her as an Islander? "Warmly and with respect," she 

said. "Outside the conference they made a point of talking politely without touching on sensitive issues and 

always referred to the Falklands as ‘the Islands’. But at times during the talks they would use Falklands’." Mrs 

Rendell felt the presence of an Islander certainly helped to establish the Islands as a community in its own 

right. "Members of the UK delegation went to considerable lengths to ensure that I was consulted on each 

point." she went on, "and I had every opportunity to represent the FIG point of view." ...” 646

March 4th, the Argentine newspaper El Cronista publishes an interview with Foreign Minister Guido di Tella in 

which he is reported as saying that the British have decided to “play down” the tenth anniversary of the 

Falklands War. He says that this is due to a “powerful lobby” of British businessmen who want the dispute 

solved.647 The Minister expounds upon his belief that the 'recovery' of the Islands by Argentina, can be achieved 

“in a comparatively short time”. 

“Another controversial statement he made was: "The key point to the current state of the Malvinas problem is 

that Great Britain, for the first time in modem history, places more importance on its interests in Argentina 

than in holding on to the Islands." … he pointed out that Argentina was concerned not only for the interest of 

the Islanders but also "with their fantasies and fears" - although this did not mean acceptance of their right to 

veto.” 648

“On March 4th, in El Cronista, Guido di Tella actually admitted that only the Islanders could decide what their 

interests should be! Of course Caputo still presses for ‘decolonization’. He can’t wait to ‘protect’ the Islanders’ 

interests.” 649

March 29th, the leader of Britain's Labour Party, Neil Kinnock, interviewed by BFBS radio, tells his host that the

Falklands can never be 'returned' to Argentina; “because they were never Argentinean”. 

“Asked about the conflicting view's of Labour party members over sovereignty, Mr Kinnock said: "There can’t 

be anything done without the active consent of the people of the Falklands. Too much has been expended; the 

loyalties are too great, the status is too important for there to be any abandonment of the needs desires of the 

people of the Falkland Islands. So in a broad sense there can be discussions about the future status of the 

Islands but they are all subject to the basic requirement of the security of those Islands, the liberty of the 

subjects and the view they have about what international relationship they want." ...” 650

April 1st, in Buenos Aires, La Nacion reports that the UK will not be commemorating the 10th anniversary of the 

Falklands War. In a speech at the inauguration of a replica of the Argentine Military Cemetery President Menem 

promises that the Islands will return to Argentina before 2000. Other Argentine Ministers also make statements 

to the press.

645 Penguin News February 21, 1992 p.1
646 Penguin News March 6, 1992 p.1
647 Subsequently identified by the Minister as British Gas and Thames Water.
648 Penguin News March 20, 1992 p.7
649 No Interest in Arbitration Simon Arthur in The Falkland Islands Newsletter November, 1992
650 Penguin News April 3, 1992 p.16
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“The article that appeared in the Clarín newspaper in April 1992 signed by Foreign Minister Guido Di Tella 

entitled "Now the wishes of the kelpers", opened a counterproductive instance for national interests since our 

diplomacy always insisted, with the support of the United Nations (Res. 2065 / XX), in respecting the interests 

of the inhabitants, respect for their properties and their way of life. But in the sayings of the highest diplomatic

authority, the wishes of the islanders were alluded to. This means independence or maintenance of the colonial 

situation. ... For the United Kingdom, the issue of sovereignty was settled in 1982 after the battle of Puerto 

Argentino (Stanley).” 651

Under a new Argentine law (24.160), April 2nd is declared to be Veterans Day. 652 

“The war is now referred to as “The Gesture of the Malvinas,” which makes it appear less important. The 2nd 

April isn't even the day of the “recuperation” any more. It's just 'War Veterans Day' and Menem's name was 

jeered when the proclamation of this was read out at Rio Gallegos.” 653

May 17th,  Islanders attend a conference in New York organised by the GLAD Foundation and Centre for Peace 

Research of the University of Hawaii.

The South Atlantic Fisheries Commission meets in Buenos Aires.

May 19th, another conference entitled The Falklands/Malvinas Conflict Ten Years On: New Ideas and 

Approaches is held in Washington - by the George Mason University's Institute of Conflict Resolution.

“Tony Blake … thinks these meetings are the first of many that will be arranged by 'do-gooders'.” 654

May 26th, Argentine Government advisor, Dr. Carlos Escudé, submits a proposal to Guido di Tella.

“The formula proposed by Escudé is: hardness with respect to the resources of the maritime subsoil, generosity

with respect to land and rights and desires of the kelpers. Expressly Escudé (said) that we must adopt the 

utmost generosity with respect to the Falkland, (which costs almost nothing) and respect for the right of the 

kelpers not to be Argentines and, indeed, to be whatever they want be. If eventually they choose to be 

independent better: that's what is most in Argentina's interest to induce the British withdrawal from the South 

Atlantic.” 655

“..., the thesis of Dr. Carlos Escudé, advisor to the Chancellor, was published, proposing the following formula: 

1) Recognition of a sovereign Kelper State; and 2) Argentine-Kelper shared sovereignty at sea. These seem to 

show the following changes in the objectives of Argentine foreign policy regarding the Malvinas issue: 1) The 

Argentine government began to abandon the exclusive strategy of bilateral and long-term resolution on the 

underlying issue, ... 2) The Argentine government began to clearly suggest its willingness to accept the 

islanders as the third actor in the conflict. 3) Although an attempt is made, on the one hand, to find a solution 

to the problem of the hydrocarbon and fishing business that does not imply a precedent of implicit recognition 

of British sovereignty, …” 656

June 14th, Margaret Thatcher arrives in Stanley to mark the 10th anniversary of victory in the Falklands War.

“Hundreds of islanders greeted the former prime minister as she drove into Stanley, the capital. 
Cheering children waved British flags."I'd do it again. Look at these children, of course I'd do it again,"

651 Mastropierro 2020
652 See footnote to November 30, 1973. Argentina marks the beginning of the 1982 war. The UK, its ending.
653 Falkland Islands Newsletter May, 1992
654 Penguin News May 1, 1992
655 Bologna 1994 citing Clarin July 2, 1992. Following criticism, Escudé resigned on June26, 1992 
656 Pereyra & Argento 2016
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she told reporters, who asked if she had any regrets about sending Britons to war in 1982 to recapture 
the British colony in the South Atlantic from invading Argentine troops.” 657

July 1st, in Britain's Parliament, a Government spokesman answers a question on the Falklands' fishery.

“... the issue of licences in the Falkland Islands control zone is decided by the Falkland Islands 
Government. The revenue from fisheries is doing well. It went up in 1991–92 to some £25 million. The 
fisheries income is being well used for secondary schools and other necessary needs of the Falkland 
Islands.” 658

An Ungentlemanly Act, a BBC film about the early days of the Falklands War, is aired on British television.

July 27th, at the UN, the Special Committee on Decolonization considers the Non-Self Governing Territories.

July 29th, the committee hears the views of Argentina's permanent representative to the United Nations. No 

representatives of the Falklands NSGT are present due to advice from the Foreign Office which had assured them

that if they did not attend, then neither would Argentina. The committee accepts a resolution calling for 

negotiations to be resumed; “... in order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the sovereignty 

dispute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands...” 659

From Stanley, the Falkland Islands Government issues a statement.

“We feel let down by the Foreign Office which may have been taken in by Argentine lies and 
accordingly gave us poor advice.”

“In British eyes the Committee of 24 is discredited and out of date and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

has always done its best to dissuade the Falklands from attending. Islanders, however, see it as the only 

international forum to which they have access. This year, FCO Minister Tristan Garel-Jones came to an 

arrangement with the Argentines whereby each side agreed not to send a delegation. Confronted with this 

agreement, councillors reluctantly agreed not to send a delegation – although Cllr Norma Edwards was in the 

UK and Representative Sukey Cameron was also ready to go. The Argentines, despite the agreement, sent the 

charge d'affaires from their UN Embassy who spoke to the committee. An FCO spokesman said "We are 

surprised and disappointed”. ...” 660

“A cat and mouse game of diplomacy was enacted at the UN this summer when Argentina went back on its 

word not to send a representative to the UN Committee of 24 talks where a resolution had been put forward on

the Falklands/Argentine issue. Following discussions with the Foreign Office, agreement had been reached 

that either the Falklands nor Argentina would send representatives to this Committee on Decolonization. 

However, despite written assurances, Argentina reneged on its agreement and sent its charge d'affaires who 

claimed that Argentina would take the Islands by diplomatic means.” 661

August 16th, in the UK, the Independent on Sunday newspaper carries a story alleging war crimes committed by

British troops during the Falklands War.

“… Vincent Bramley, a former Lance Corporal with 3 Para who fought at Mount Longdon, (his) book 

Excursion to Hell described two incidents in which prisoners were allegedly killed. In one, three prisoners 

657 Los Angeles Times June 14, 1992
658 HL July 1, 1992 vol.538 cc769-70 
659 UN Document A/AC.109/1132. Decolonization Committee resolutions are subsequently presented to the Fourth 

Committee as draft-resolutions for adoption by the General Assembly. No Decolonisation Committee Falklands 
resolution has been adopted by the General Assembly since 1988. See above

660 Penguin News August 7, 1992
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suspected of being mercenaries from the United States were said to have been shot, and in the second, two 

prisoners were put on to a clifftop and shot so that they fell into a burial pit below. Last week, a former captain

in Military Intelligence approached the Independent on Sunday with an account that supports one of the 

allegations. Adrian Weale, who left the Army last year and is now a writer and military historian, told how in 

1987 he had met a soldier who described the killing of a prisoner at Mount Longdon. Mr Weale said the 

member of 3 Para - whose name is known to the Independent on Sunday - told him that he saw a wounded 

Argentine dragged out of a bunker on top of a small cliff after the fighting and handed to an NCO, who asked 

an officer what to do with him. The witness alleges the officer pointed to a line of enemy dead at the foot of the 

cliff and said: 'Put him with the others.' The NCO, he says, drew a pistol and - despite the prisoner's screaming 

for mercy and calling for his mother - shot him in the face so that he fell over the edge. Mr Weale said the 

eyewitness 'was shocked by the involvement of an officer in a very blatant murder and was stunned that no 

action was taken against the NCO'....” 662

David Everard Tatham arrives in Stanley as the new Governor of the Falkland Islands

September 19th & 20th, a British/Argentine conference is held at Cambridge. Attended by Islands' Councillors 

Terry Peck and Norma Edwards. Also the Falklands UK Representative Sukey Cameron, with Lewis Clifton and 

Robin Elgood of the Falkland Islands Association. 663 Members of the South Atlantic Council are there, with a 

number of guests including Argentine Deputy Felipe Solá. 664

“Falklands supporters are seldom invited to represent Britain at these conferences, where the Falkland Islands 

dispute is the underlying theme. At Cambridge, the Islanders politely put their views and listened to the 

Argentine case... Immediately after it, Argentine delegate Felipe Sola, a Government Deputy, said "perhaps it 

was a mistake to invite the Islanders". He then called for Argentina to fish the squis shoals before they reached 

Falklands waters. … Felipe Sola's remarks confirm the contempt that most Argentine politicians have for the 

Islanders...” 665

September 21st, Argentina's Foreign Minister, Guido di Tella, tells the UN General Assembly; “.. the dispute 

concerning sovereignty over the Malvinas, Georgia and South Sandwich Islands still persists...”

September 22nd, the Falkland Islands Government invites applications for seismic surveys around the Islands.

September 25th, a number of Argentine newspapers report that the British Government is inviting Argentine 

companies to bid for seismic prospecting; the first stage in oil exploration.

“Reports from an Argentine press agency that Minister of State Tristram Garel Jones agreed that Britain and 

Argentine must work together over the oil prospecting issue have been dismissed as propaganda by the 

Governor. An Argentine spokesman said that "the British Government is convinced that co-operation must be 

agreed with Argentina to carry out any prospecting work if hydrocarbons are found in the Islands". Though 

no statement has been made from London, the Governor, Mr David Tatham said: "This is an Argentine news 

agency reporting what they would like to believe Britain's policy is – I don't believe that this is the case at 

all"...” 666

662 Fresh Claims of Atrocities in Falklands War in the Independent on Sunday August 23, 1992. These allegations, all based
upon hearsay evidence, resulted in an 18 month investigation by Scotland Yard. Over 400 potential witnesses were 
interviewed and the final police report was reviewed by the Attorney-General. No charges were  laid against any 
member of Britain's armed forces.
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October 12th, Buenos Airean newspaper, Clarin, reports that fishing licences issued by Argentina are to be “half

the price” and extend, “twice as long” as Falklands' licences in an attempt to attract fleets away from the islands.

“By offering cut-price licences to fish Illex with a flagrant disregard for conservation – their licences will 

operate over seven months instead of the Falklands 90 days – the Argentines have cut the Islands income from 

this source by, at best £8m and, at worst, £15.8m. Current thinking puts the probable loss at £12m as far 

eastern vessels withdraw their applications for Falklands licences for those offered by Argentina.” 667

“Three weeks later (after Felipe Solá's comments in Cambridge) the 'squid war' was announced. Subsequent 

Argentine press reports have said this is to force them (the Islanders) to accept trade and direct air links with 

Argentina.” 668

November 10th, at the UN: “The General Assembly decided to consider the item entitled 'Question of the 

Falkland Islands (Malvinas)' directly in plenary meeting, on the understanding that bodies and individuals 

having an interest in the question would be heard in the Fourth Committee. As at three previous sessions, the 

General Assembly on 10 November 1992, decided to defer consideration of the question... and to include it in 

the provisional agenda of its forty-eighth session (decision 47/408).” 669

November 24th, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission meets in London.

“The Argentine has issued only 45 fishing licences for Illex squid. It had been expected the figure would be 106. 

A joint statement to be issued in London and Buenos Aires is expected to conform this and the appointment of 

●A joint Anglo-Argentine sub-committee to study conservation ●Joint Anglo-Argentine crewing of research 

vessels. The agreement is also expected to announce an extension to the temporary ban on fishing in the 

Falklands Outer Conservation zone.” 670

November 29th, the Buenos Aires Herald announces a 5-year agreement between the European Economic 

Community (EEC) and Argentina which will allow European fishing fleets into Argentine waters. 671

December 7th, Prime Minister John Major sends a Christmas message to the Falkland Islanders; “Let us hope 

that 1993 will be a better year for all of us. For you it will I know see the start of the seismic survey which will 

show at last whether there is oil in commercial quantities in Falklands’ waters. We have our fingers crossed for

you. “

December 10th, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission meets in Buenos Aires. The resulting Anglo-Argentine

Joint Statement includes a proposal for a joint survey cruise with the participation of British and Argentine 

scientists during January, 1993.

“Councillors were quick to express concern at the Argentine-UK agreement on fishing. …. Again we waited to 

be consulted. Again we have been ignored. We strongly insist that parameters of the cruise be set out in black 

and white and that we have the opportunity to comment. We are determined that the Argentine vessel and 

crew will not be permitted to enter our waters...” 672

December 11th, the British Government announce that contracts for seabed seismic exploration around the 

Falklands have been awarded to Spectrum Energy & Information Technology Ltd, and GECO-PRAKLA. 673

667 Penguin News November 27, 1992. 
668 A Kick in the Teeth Peter Pepper in Falkland Islands Newsletter June 1993
669 It is not clear what, if anything, was said in plenary session as I can find no record.
670 Penguin News December 23, 1982. UK had, apparently, negotiated the number down.
671 The EEC was one of the European organisations that was incorporated into the European Union in November, 1993.
672 Penguin News January 8, 1993
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1993 – in January, prior to a visit by Foreign Secretary Hurd to Buenos Aires, Argentine press reports 

suggest that Buenos Aires is seeking a “de-militarization” of the Falklands. The British Government issues a 

statement; “Her Majesty’s Government welcomed the Argentine wish for a relationship of confidence and 

cooperation. At the same time, the United Kingdom was committed to defending the right of the Falkland 

Islanders to live under a Government of their own choosing...” 

January 5th, Douglas Hurd visits Buenos Aires for three days.

“On the same day that UK Foreign Minister Douglas Hurd reiterated in Buenos Aires that he was not going to 

discuss sovereignty, Mr. Menem went on TV. He said that by the year 2000 Argentines would be setting foot 

on the Falklands "without any type of conflict". 674

“During his time in Buenos Aires, Mr Hurd met with the Argentine President Carlos Menem and the Foreign 

Minister Guido Di Telia. Bilateral trade was discussed, as were two important Falklands related issues; oil 

exploration and fishing. In accordance with British policy, sovereignty was not discussed.” 675

January 8th, on his return to the UK, Britain's Foreign Minister is interviewed by the BBC.

“On sovereignty, Mr Hurd said the position was clear. He told the BBC: "The islands are British and the 

Islanders wish to remain British and we have no doubt about the strength of our position". Talks continued 

without the question of sovereignty hanging over them. And he regarded that as a big advance. On fishing, Mr.

Hurd told Paul Reynolds: "We have got an agreement, which is not ideal, for one fishing season"... Agreement, 

he said, would be difficult.” 676

January 15th, a research ship, Akademik Shatskiy, belonging to GECO-PRAKLA arrives in the Falkland Islands 

to conduct seismic surveys.

January 19th, Gibraltar's Chief Minister, Joe Bossano, visits the Falkland Islands.

“Mr Bossano believes the two communities can help each other and he says he has been able to swap self-help 

ideas while in the Falklands. … He saw Argentina and Spain very much in collusion when it came to the 

Islands and Gibraltar. Their policies were coordinated in each case. During the conflict Spanish state television

referred to Britain - a fellow NATO member - as "the enemy". Meanwhile the United Nations had declared that 

colonialism should end by the year 2,000.” 677

January 22nd, Cunard's Queen Elizabeth II, visits Stanley. 678

February 1st, in answer to a question by Lord Morris in the House of Lords, Baroness Chalker of Wallasay 

confirms; “... our policy on sovereignty remains unchanged. My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary made clear

both before and during his visit that there is no change in our position about sovereignty over the Falkland Islands.  … 

Certainly the Argentines have been made fully aware yet again that we have no doubt about British 

sovereignty over the islands. The Argentine Foreign Minister agreed that the umbrella formula was working 

satisfactorily. We know that a lot of comment is made by Argentines in order, if one likes, to keep a mental 

hold on some of the Falkland Islanders. The islanders should not doubt us and neither should they doubt us in 

our action to seek to bring about the right kind of fishing protection which protects fishing stocks and will 

continue to give the Falkland Islanders their due income from the fisheries in the region.” 679

674 Penguin News January 8, 1993
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February 13th, a fisheries agreement is completed between the European Community and Argentina.680

“In his press conference, on 25th of March, Di Tella said … that the limit of 45 on Argentine fishing licences this 

year was a quid pro quo for an understanding with Britain not to veto the fishing agreement between 

Argentina and the EEC.” 681

“… the agreement appears not to imply any recognition of Argentine claims to the Falkland Islands. Indeed, 

there is no indication at all in the agreement that one of the parties has a territorial dispute with a member 

State of the other party;...” 682

In March, Britain indicates that it is willing to consider licensing oil companies to operate in Falklands waters

“In March 1993, (Britain) announced that, through a letter of intent, it had notified the world's largest oil 

companies that it would open bidding for oil exploration. (Britain) did so unilaterally and for the exploration 

phase with drilling. ... This call for the exploitation of oil was made through the so-called "letters of comfort." 

Which guaranteed that if there was oil within the 150-mile area surrounding the Falklands, they could extract 

it. Argentina sent its response by means of the “letters of discomfort” to the same companies, warning that it 

would initiate a trial in international tribunals for anyone who extracted oil from that conflict zone without 

their authorization.” 683

“Argentina seems genuinely annoyed by the UK 'letter of comfort' to the oil companies. In its 'letter of 

discomfort' to the Seismic company Spectrum, the Argentine Foreign Ministry actually warns that the 

company could lay itself open to administrative and judicial action if it persists in the exploration or 

exploitation of the sea area surrounding the Islands. The Argentines say the letter of comfort refers to an area 

involved in the sovereignty dispute. … The two governments had not reached an agreement. The Governor, Mr.

David Tatham, commented: "It was to be expected that they would reply to form although it is posed in rather 

strong language". ..” 684

March 21st, Britain's Secretary of State for Defence, Malcolm Rifkind, visits the Falkland Islands.

“During a press conference at RAF Mt Pleasant, he stressed that defence of the Islands has the same priority as 

the defence of Britain itself. The Minister made it clear that, as a proportion of overall defence spending, the 
cost of defending the Falklands is not high. The UK's annual defence budget is between ￡23 and ￡24 billion, 

whilst just ￡50 to ￡60 million is spent in the Falklands.” 685

Argentina's Foreign Minister, Guido di Tella, arrives in London for an unofficial visit. 686

“Di Tella protested to Tristan Garel-Jones about the letters of comfort to two seismic companies prospecting off

the Falklands. Argentina is known to have wanted a treaty, before exploration started, providing for joint 

British Argentine exploitation of Falklands Oil, ...” 687

Unable to arrange a meeting with Sukey Cameron, the Islanders' representative in London, Guido di Tella tells 

the press that; “... there would be no reprisal for this refusal.”

680 See September 20 below.
681 Falkland Islands Newsletter June 1993
682 Churchill 1997 p.467
683 Caviasca 2018
684 Penguin News March 27, 1993
685 Falkland Focus April 1993
686 Di Tella's son was studying at Oxford University.
687 Falkland Islands Newsletter June 1993

144



March 25th, interviewed by the BBC for the 'Calling the Falklands' programme, Argentina's Minister restates his

country's claim to the archipelago.

“Although ostensibly a private visit, Dr di Telia met with British Parliamentarians and Falkland Islanders 

resident in Britain. There was no meeting with official Falklands representatives. During a press conference, 

Dr di Telia clearly reiterated that Argentina's Falklands ambitions remain unchanged, but said he hoped the 

perceived benefits of co-operation might lead Falkland Islanders to change their minds. The Minister also 

expressed his views on the BBC World Service programme, "Calling the Falklands",...” 688

April 1st, from Stanley, Falkland Islands Councillors respond directly to Argentina's Press.

“We have no desire to be integrated into Argentina whatsoever... but if Argentina were to drop its claim 
to sovereignty, contact and co-operation between the Islands and Argentina would become possible 
without the underlying suspicion that they could be used as a cover for another Argentine occupation 
and eventual absorption” 689

“Falkland councillors have replied to Argentine foreign minister Guido di Tella's remarks on Calling the 

FaIklands that his country really wished "the lifestyle of the Islanders to remain unchanged or changed to the 

extent that they want." Said the councillors: "We heard the same sentiments expressed in the 1970s. .. We wish 

to state that we are very content with our present lifestyle, of which our loyalty to the British Crown and our 

desire to maintain our freedom to determine our own future are essential parts". ...” 690

During his visit to London, Minister di Tella, threatens oil companies with legal action if they attempt to exploit 

Falklands oil without Argentine participation. He also answers the Island Councillors earlier response.

“In all our negotiations with the British – whose Parliament will have the last word – we know of the 
importance that they give to their (Islander) opinions … the old claim for sovereignty has not changed...
why should Argentina sacrifice something to favor people who have such an unpleasant image of us.”691

April 2nd, Argentina's Foreign Minister Guido di Tella sends a fax addressed individually to each of the Falkland 

Islands Councillors.

“I have read your press statement of 1st April with great interest. I appreciate the fact that you have 
taken notice of what I said on the BBC programme Calling the Falklands on 25th March. You state that 
you are quite happy with your present lifestyle and you express loyalty to the Crown. Let me reassure 
you that any outcome should be compatible with both. You also mention a decision not to get in touch 
with us at any level unless we drop our claim. This seems to me unfortunate, since a constructive 
approach by everyone concerned is necessary if we are to tackle successfully our common challenges. 
In fact, talks between us are inevitable: later this year you will be attending our negotiations with the 
United Kingdom on fisheries; and there is also the matters of oil and communications. We are very sure 
about the sound basis for our claim. Obviously you opinion is quite different. While highly respecting 
your viewpoint, we are hopeful that someday we shall be able to persuade you otherwise. Indeed, our 
only means in this problem is our ability to argue, to explain, to convince of the merits of our proposals 
on practical and commercial issues and, later on, on more substantive and difficult matters. Let me add 
that we are well acquainted with the Islanders' position about sovereignty. Our recent contacts in 
London with young Islanders, MPs and other interested people have been very illustrative. 
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At the same time, I am persuaded that to agree or disagree with us on subjects like fisheries,oil or 
communications docs not mean that you are giving in on the more substantive question. I am convinced 
that you have something which is very dear to preserve in today's world. Your community may face 
inconvenience due to its isolation - which how ever has diminished - but at the same time impresses us 
as having so many virtues. In our urbanized Western World one sees the continued disappearance of 
important values and cannot but appreciate and respect your lifestyle, particularly your care to 
preserve the unique atmosphere of the Islands. I have seen you are afraid of repeating what started in 
the 70s and failed in the 80s. History need not and will not repeat itself. Ten years after 1945, the 
former enemies had a more intense relationship than ours. Furthermore, important changes have 
recently taken place in the world. The Berlin wall fell, Western values arc gaining increasing 
acceptance, democracy and freedom are expanding. Even Southern Africa is undergoing a fundamental 
change and long held policies are abandoned. Argentina has changed no less intensely and 
unequivocally, for the better. 

Compared to problems in other areas, the situation in the South Atlantic doesn't seem either so serious 
or difficult to resolve. Let us not be afraid of our changing world and let us preserve this as an area of 
tranquillity and cooperation. Let us transform our region as an example of peace and understanding. 
Let us cooperate towards a brighter future. What happened, happened, and nobody can change that. It 
should not have happened and it will never happen again and this – you know - is our firm commitment.
I have taken great care in writing this letter to you. It contains no offers but a proposal of a warm 
handshake. I hope that sometime in the near future conditions shall be ripe for us to communicate more 
directly and begin a long walk together.” 692

“Mr di Telia knows the British well, having lived here in exile during the Junta's regime. He has a son at Oxford

and has happy memories of his own time mere. I was not surprised, therefore, when he readily accepted that 

no British parliament would seek to impose a settlement of the sovereignty issue on Falkland Islanders against

their wishes. He recognised that, if he was to find a solution, it must be one that was acceptable to the 

islanders. He wanted to hear Islanders’ views, particularly the younger generation's, and convince them that 

the new Argentina was different to the old. … On sovereignty, he said that the Argentines were more interested

in territory than people. If Islanders would accept some symbolic transfer of the Islands to Argentina, their 

lives would remain undisturbed. … So Islanders, there you are. Back to square one. The Argentines are after 

your hearts and minds again – particularly young hearts and minds. It may be a different Argentina and you 

may be dealing with more pleasant and reasonable leaders, but the objective is the same as Galtieri's: 

sovereignty of the Falkland Islands.” 693

April 3rd, the Financial Times informs its readership that Argentina's National Oil Company, YPF, is in 

discussion with British Gas regarding a joint oil project just to the west of the median line between the 

archipelago and Argentina. The FT notes that this is also to; “To create commercial ties with Britain that would 

offset the vocal pro-Falklands lobby in London.”

April 17th, at an Inter-Parliamentary Union conference in New Dehli, Argentine delegates call for Anglo-

Argentine negotiations to take place on the Falkland islands.

“Senator Eduardo Menem, who led the Argentine delegation said the Falkland islands meeting should include 

analysing the joint search for oil, sovereignty of the Islands and "the interests of the Argentine people to 
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improve relations with the Islands' inhabitants". … Senator Hipolito Solari Yrigoyen felt Argentines were 

being discriminated against because they were not allowed to visit the Falklands. He said flights between the 

Islands and Argentina should be resumed.” 694

April 28th, Islands' Councillors send a collective response to Minister di Tella's April 2nd letter. 

 “For us it is not the existence of the Falkland Islands which constitutes a problem in the South Atlantic,
but Argentina's claims to these Islands. If that claim could be dropped we would indeed see our way 
forward as neighbours but on a basis of equality and mutual respect. We should add that until such time 
as this, we have no desire for physical communication links and see no need to establish them.” 695

May 4th, Anglo-Argentine military leaders meet for a two-day round of talks under the sovereignty umbrella. 696

Argentina's Foreign Minister sends a further letter addressed to Falkland Islands Councillors.

“... Apparently you consider that a sort of dividing line exists in our relations, and that this line is whether we 

have a sovereignty claim or not. I believe that the dividing line is whether we think the agreement on this issue 

should be the outcome of peaceful negotiations or not. Moreover, in all our negotiations with the British – and 

their Parliament will have the final say on their side – we are fully aware of the importance they give to your 

opinions. You should not, in any way, feel threatened. … the age-old claim, asking for recognition of Argentine 

'soberania' remains unchanged. On this issue there are not two opinions in Argentina....” 697

May 7th, Britain declares a maritime zone around South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands.

“In recent years, Her Majesty’s Government has become increasingly concerned about the 
conservation of marine resources around South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands in the South 
Atlantic, which is a British Dependent Territory. Until 7 May this year, the Crown’s sovereignty and 
jurisdiction around South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands extended to the 12-mile limit of the 
territorial sea. For waters beyond this, we had relied solely on the work of the Commission created by 
the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), a component of 
the Antarctic Treaty System. This depends on flag State regulation and policing to apply conservation 
measures decided by consensus amongst the 22 members. … 

Although CCAMLR has provided timely and much-needed protection for commercially-fished species, 
we are concerned that nevertheless fish stocks have been depleted. Moreover, infringements of 
CCAMLR regulations have grown. The need to reinforce conservation arrangements in the area for 
which Her Majesty’s Government is responsible is clear. Accordingly, Ministers decided to strengthen 
conservation and management of marine resources around South Georgia and the South Sandwich 
Islands by the introduction of national measures. These measures are intended to supplement, not 
replace, the role of CCAMLR and are of course fully compatible with it.” 698

A Proclamation is signed by Commissioner for South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands, David Tatham.

“1. There is established for South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands a maritime zone having as 
its inner boundaries the outer limits of the territorial sea of South Georgia and the South Sandwich 

694 Penguin News May 22, 1993
695 Penguin News May 1, 1993
696 UN Document A/48/266 dated July 12, 1993
697 Published in Penguin News  May 8, 1993
698 UN Doc A/48/167: Letter dated 12 May, 1993 … to the Secretary-General
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Islands and its seaward boundary a line drawn so that each point on the line is 200 nautical miles from 
the nearest point on the baselines defined, in the case of South Georgia, in Article 3 (3) and (4) and the 
Schedule to the South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands (Territorial Sea) Order 1989 and, in the 
case of the South Sandwich Islands, in Article 3(1) and (2) of that Order. 

2. Any rights exercisable over the waters of the maritime zone and its seabed and subsoil, as well as the
natural resources thereof (whether living or non-living), are hereby vested in Her Majesty. 

3. In regard to the maritime zone, Her Majesty will exercise jurisdiction in accordance with the rules of 
international law over the exploration and exploitation and the conservation and management of the 
natural resources (whether living or non-living) and over the protection and preservation of the marine 
environment, subject to such provision as may hereafter be made by law for such matters. 

4. This Proclamation becomes effective forthwith.” 699

“The new zone will include fisheries, seabed and

environmental jurisdiction. Local fishing

companies' reaction was "better late than

never".”700

Argentina immediately responds.

“The Argentine Government strongly rejects
this measure, reaffirms the legitimate rights
of sovereignty of the Argentine Republic
over the South Georgia and South Sandwich
Islands and recalls that these territories
form part of the dispute concerning
sovereignty which the United Nations
recognizes and is keeping under
consideration. … It should be recalled that
more than 20 years have elapsed since the
Argentine Republic extended its jurisdiction
and sovereignty over the maritime spaces
adjacent to Argentine territory, including
these islands, in accordance with international law.” 701

May 12th, the UK issues a further statement and informs the United Nations Secretary-General.

“The Argentine Republic has ... reasserted its purported claims in respect of South Georgia and the 
South Sandwich Islands and the waters surrounding those Islands. In enacting its Law No. 23968 in 
November 1991, the Argentine Republic repeated those claims to jurisdiction over the maritime areas 
concerned over which the United Kingdom has sovereign rights in international law. Her Majesty’s 
Government does not accept such Argentine claims. We have no doubts about our sovereignty over 
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands and our consequent entitlements to maritime 
jurisdiction in accordance with international law around that territory.” 702

699 Proclamation (Maritime Zone) No.1 of 1993(1)
700 Penguin News May 8, 1993
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June 18th, Minister di Tella, again in London, takes calls from Islanders on the BBC's 'Calling the Falklands'.

“The BBC World Service's twice-weekly programme "Calling the Falklands", made history on 18 June, when the Argentine 

Foreign Minister, Guido Di Telia, visited the London studios to answer direct questions via satellite from the Islands. Three 

Islanders spoke to Dr Di Telia, with conversations revolving around sovereignty and fisheries. On the former subject and in

reply to a question from Jennifer Jones in Stanley, the Minister said that a change to Argentine rule would have little or no 

effect on the way of life, but added "we want our rights, our sovereignty rights, to be recognised."  From the Islands, Sam 

Miller reminded the Minister that "we know of nothing else but democracy and what it means, and the right of self-

determination". The Minister replied "self-determination is an adequate principle but for other situations, not for this 

particular situation". Questioned by Stuart Wallace, the Minister agreed about the importance of establishing a protocol to 

control the exploitation of fish stocks which straddle both countries economic zones.” 703

“Only three islanders talked to the Argentine foreign minister. The islands' councillors rejected the telephone 

discussion. Two of the callers questioned Argentina's ability to respect and maintain democracy. The headline 

in the 19 June edition of Port Stanley's Penguin News quoted one caller saying the essence of the phone-in was 

that they should 'be free to 'differ.'...” 704

“Foreign Minister Guido Di Tella expressed his "emotion" at having become the first high-ranking official of the

Argentine government to maintain direct dialogue after the southern conflict with the inhabitants of the 

Falkland Islands, who warned that (Argentina’s) intention of not recognizing their "self-determination, 

violates elementary democratic principles" …” 705

June 25th, the World Conference on Human Rights held in Vienna adopts a declaration recognising; “… the 

right of peoples to take any legitimate action, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, to realize 

their inalienable right of self-determination.”

July 12th, an Anglo-Argentine declaration on military confidence building measures in the South-West Atlantic 

is announced; including – a direct communication system between the military authorities in Comodoro 

Rivadavia and Ushuaia and those in the Falkland Islands; a mechanism for advance communication of the 

approach of military vessels to the coasts controlled by the other party; security measures for air and naval units 

operating nearby; the exchange of information and the coordination of activities in cases of search and rescue at 

sea; the provision of sea-related information by the British to the Argentines, who oversee Naval Area 6 for the 

International Maritime Organization. Agreement is also reached on the control of air traffic, as Mount Pleasant 

airport reports to the Comodoro Rivadavia Flight Information Region, in pursuance of International Civil 

Aviation Organisation rules.

July 14th, the UN's Special Committee on Decolonization commences its annual consideration of the Falkland's 

question. Representatives from the Falkland Islands are present. Before the committee, Councillor Terry Peck 

dismisses Argentina's claims to sovereignty as being, “… illegal and ill-founded,” while Bill Luxton demands that 

if the Committee is to adhere to the principle of self-determination; “… it must support the Falkland Islanders.” 

Venezuela introduces a draft-resolution calling for renewed negotiations on the issue of sovereignty. Argentina's 

Foreign Minister addresses the Committee. 706

“He noted that various General Assembly resolutions, particularly resolutions 2065 (XX) of 16 December 1965, 

3160 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, and 37/9 of 4 November 1982, had recognized that there was a 

sovereignty dispute between Argentina and the United Kingdom and had established that it must be resolved 

703 Falkland Focus July 1993
704 The Independent August 11, 1993
705 Mastropierro 2020
706 The UK does not cooperate with the Committee and does not therefore send a representative. 
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by negotiations, taking into account the interests of the population of the Islands. Argentina considered that 

the dispute must be resolved in conformity with paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 

December 1960, which granted pre-eminence to the principle of territorial integrity in the decolonization of 

territories that previously belonged to a State. …. Argentina’s desire was that the islanders would one day 

change their minds on the substantive question as that would have a considerable impact on the position of the 

United Kingdom and significantly increase the chances of finding a satisfactory solution.” 707

The Decolonization Committee  adoptsVenezuela's draft-resolution by consensus. 708

Statements by the permanent representatives of Papua New Guinea, Sierra Leone and Trinidad & Tobago, 

confirm that they would have preferred the inclusion in the text of specific references to self-determination.

“Three countries at the United Nations Committee of 24 (decolonisation) on Wednesday expressed strong 

reservations on the lack of reference to self-determination in a draft resolution which was passed without vote.

Trinidad and Tobago, Sierra Leone and Papua New Guinea suggested that self-determination should be taken 

into account at next year's meeting. … A report from New York commented that Councillors Terry Peck and 

Bill Luxton presented strong cases for self-determination of the Falklands, going on to say that two Argentine 

petitioners of Falklands descent (Juan Scott and Alejandro Betts) addressed the Committee but failed to 

impress.”709

July 23rd, a Fisheries Conservation and Management regime is set up around South Georgia and the South 

Sandwich Islands. Fishing in the zone north of 60° south will be allowed only by vessels having a SGSSI licence.

“Britain, says Argentina's Foreign Minister Mr. Guido di Tella, "will pay a very high price" for introducing the 

new fishing licence scheme off South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. However, the Argentines have 

failed to say what the price would be or how they proposed to exact it.” 710

July 24th, a British delegation attends a UN Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory fish 

stocks. Among the delegation is a Falklander accredited as 'John Barton (Falklands)'. Argentina protests. 711 The 

UK responds:

“I have the honour to confirm that the correct entry for Mr. John Barton in the list of delegations to the 
Conference 1/ is as follows: "Mr. John Barton, Director of Fisheries, Falkland Islands".” 712

July 26th, Buenos Aires newspaper Clarin, reports that the Foreign Ministry is considering a proposal that the 

Falklands enter into a Free Association agreement with Argentina. Guido di Tella tells the press; “I conceive the 

creation of a jurisdiction that has special attributes within the unequivocal Argentine sovereignty…” 713

August 11th, in the UK, the Independent newspaper publishes a piece by author Andrew Graham-Yool under the

title – Argentina may try to buy out Falklands: Each islander could be offered 475,000 pounds.

“Argentina's government is considering offering the inhabitants of the Falklands Islands between 
dollars 600,000 and dollars 700,000 (pounds 475,000) each in compensation to buy an end to their 
long-standing opposition to the long-term transfer of sovereignty to Argentina.”

707 UN Doc A/AC.109/1198
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“... President Carlos Menem's diplomats had suggested figures of up to dollars 600,000 to dollars 700,000 for 

each of the 2,500 or so islanders.” 714

An article by economist Sir Alan Walters follows the editorial comments.

“Britain is spending between dollars 100-200m a year in fortifying against another invasion. I am 
inclined now to think that a sum of dollars 100,000 per capita (should be offered by Argentina to the 
islanders if it) wished to ensure gaining sovereignty. … The British Foreign Office would tend to shrug 
off any such proposals – after all the status quo is peaceful and it avoids any of the emotional trauma 
that would accompany, inevitably, I fear, a transfer of sovereignty,.. And the last thing Major wants, 
after all the gaffes of the last six months, is yet another hot potato on his plate.” 715

“According to the newspaper article, a referendum on a cash settlement should be called. Argentina and 

Britain should name bankers, place compensation cash in an escrow account, and if the vote is to accept, the 

money would be paid out directly to each islander. Argentina's Foreign Minister, Guido di Tella, …  and 

President Menem are understood to favour a cash settlement and diplomats have mentioned figures six times 

those suggested in Sir Alan's article. Mr Di Tella's attempted contacts with the islanders started with greetings 

by fax at Christmas. … The Buenos Aires Herald article quoted Sir Alan as saying that the initiative would have

to come from Argentina.” 716

“Possible Argentine plans to buy out the Falklands by giving £475,000 each to all the Islanders were treated 

with laughter and derision in both Camp and Stanley yesterday.” 717

“Islanders have a vision for themselves, a national identity, that is overlooked systematically by Menem's 

government and also now by Mr. Alan Walters proposal of buying them out. Argentina's mistake is rooted in 

its century-long hubris; the myth of national superiority that sustains itself in the belief that it is enough to 

declare verbally something to have that accomplished. This has not been challenged, and Mr. Walters is 

making the mistake of thinking that because Argentine society declares that it abandons violence, that it has 

been accomplished in real life. … Because Argentines delude themselves with their high self-image, they think 

that they can delude others. … Di Tella's declarations that "it's a bit strange that they don't want to visit us", 

smacks of naivete. You don't want to visit the land of a people that invaded you, put your families and lives in 

danger pursuing their own purposes and never apologized afterwards! … Sadly, Argentina tends to show 

herself as if her government can decide what is best for the Islanders, which is patronising first and impinging 

upon their rights secondly. And this is the core of the cultural difference ...” 718

“I would like to mention briefly the recent insulting and distasteful bribe by the Argentine Foreign Minister 

when he offered a huge sum of money to Falkland Islanders if they would agree to the transfer of sovereignty 

to the Argentines. I wonder how the Argentine poor living in the slums of Buenos Aires will react when they 

hear that their Government plans to give away half a million pounds each to a community whom they regard 

as second-class citizens. Even if they were able to secure the consent of their people to this distasteful plan, 

where do they propose to find a sum of money approaching £1 billion?” 719

714 Buenos Aires Herald August 1993
715 Sir Alan Walters quoted The Independent August 11, 1993 citing The Buenos Aires Herald. Former economic adviser to 

Margaret Thatcher, Walter's article had been written in April, but held over until August before it was published. See also
June, 1953 & May/June 1995
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September 20th, Argentina and the EU sign the fishing agreement reached in February; allowing for 30,000 

tons of squid to be taken by European vessels in the Argentine fishing zone but not from waters subject to the 

Argentine-British agreement. An article in the Clarin newspaper suggests that this “buries” any chance of a deal 

between the EU and the Falkland Islands.

“Although as many as 20 Spanish trawlers, or more, are expected to start operating in Argentine waters as a 

result of the deal, local companies expect the impact on the Islands to be limited.” 720

October 18th & 19th,  following two days of talks in Buenos Aires, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission  

announces an agreement allowing Argentina to take 220,000 ton of squid, up from 130,000 tons, and to license 

a total of 80 foreign vessels. The Falkland's have the right to take 150,000 tons and with no limit on licenses.

“... the outcome for the Islands economy in the short-term was acceptable. Projected Government revenue from
the industry during the 1993/94 financial year is estimated at ￡15 million; considerably less than has been 

earned in previous years, but better than anticipated in some pessimistic scenarios. … Argentine licences are 

priced at significantly less than the market value, which suggests that the Government is more interested in 

attracting foreign vessels and money away from the Falklands than establishing a viable and sustainable 

industry. The opening of the Falklands Outer Conservation Zone, a band ranging from 70 to 130miles beyond 

the 150 mile economic zone, has been in the Falklands favour. This area, previously unfished, is of great 

interest to the fleets, and has resulted in a marked improvement in licences sales.” 721

November 3rd, the first Argentine passport holder to enter the Falkland islands since 1982 is air-lifted into 

Stanley following an accident aboard a fishing vessel. 722

In London on a 3-day visit, Argentina's Foreign Minister, Dr. Guido di Tella tells the press that he has explained 

his proposals for some sort of special status for the Falklands with the Islanders' lifestyle guaranteed by Britain, 

Argentina and a third country. Prime Minister John Major responds that it was up to the Islanders to decide any 

matters regarding sovereignty.

November 16th, at the UN, the General Assembly defer the question of the Falklands for another year.723

November 24th, in London, Britain's Foreign Secretary addresses a conference of the Dependent Territories 

entitled 'Progress through Partnership'.  724

“ Mr. Douglas Hurd, Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs of the United Kingdom, 

outlined the policy of the Government of the United Kingdom with regard to its dependent Territories. Mr. 

Hurd noted that the world had changed so dramatically that the pressure to decolonize, which had been so 

strong, had become more complicated. The assumption that the granting of independence was the only way to 

make progress had evaporated. … According to the Secretary of State, the concept of statehood or 

independence had changed and, in that connection, some Territories had exercised their right not to press for 

independence. Some Territories were too small to be viable, even by today’s terms; others could not "support" 

the expense; and yet others had powerful neighbours and felt the need for protection. … The Secretary of State 

made it clear that there was no doubt about his Government’s sovereignty over its dependent Territories, the 

basis for which was not just legal. All the United Kingdom dependent Territories were British because they 

wanted to be. They had the right to self-determination and had all determined that they should be British. The 
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manifestation of the right to self-determination varied with the circumstances, but the primary principle was 

that no Territory remained British against its will.” 725

In his Christmas Message to the Falklands, PM John Major says that the central plank of British policy was one 

of; “... resolute, unflinching support for self-determination.” 

1994 – January 3rd, on the anniversary of the lowering of their flag at Puerto Louis, Argentina issues a press 

release that starts; “Upon the completion of yet another year of British occupation of the Malvinas ...” 

Five members of Chile's House of Representatives visit Stanley as guests of the Falklands Government.

January 5th, Argentina's President Menem instructs his Foreign Ministry to accelerate efforts in relation to the 

clearing of land mines in the Islands. 726

“Councillors have given the British Government the go-ahead to explore the Argentine offer to finance the 

clearance on an estimated 30,000 mines on the islands. Argentina proposes to pay an independent third 

country to clear the 117 minefields charted in the islands. The project could run into millions of dollars, $5-6m 

being considered a conservative estimate, and could take several years to complete.” 727

“... thus demonstrating willingness to facilitate a solution of all problems relating to the question and to 

develop a growing dialogue with the inhabitants of the territory.” 728

“… Chancellor Guido Di Tella received precise instructions ... to accelerate efforts related to the offer made to 

Great Britain for the removal of anti-personnel mines. The chancellor explained that the offer is a consequence 

of the position held in the United Nations, not only in favor of the suspension of the placement of anti-personnel

mines but in favor of the interruption of their manufacture. This news was received with positive spirit in the 

islands, due to the serious problems generated by the detection of plastic mines.” 729

January 18th, the Treaty of Tlatelolco is finally ratified by Argentina; 26 years after signing it. 730

February 9th, during a House of Lords debate in London, Lord Brain of Wheatley addresses the House.

“My message to this House is that we in this country should cease to think of the dependent territories 
as a problem, or even an irritation. We should see them wherever possible … as an asset in developing 
new resources not merely for themselves and this country but for the whole world. I respectfully suggest 
that the Government should set up an expert inquiry into the possibility of developing the undoubted 
resources of the Falklands, and to see what can be done to develop the manpower resources of St. 
Helena and possibly some of the smaller islands in the West Indies.” 731

In March, an All-Party Defence Study Group of British Parliamentarians, visits the Falkland Islands.

March 16th, during a defence debate in the House of Lords, Liberal Democrat peer, Lord Mayhew raises the 

question of the Falkland Islands.
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“At present the cost is formidable and the future cost will be still more formidable. According to the 
Defence White Paper, we have permanently stationed there an infantry group, an engineering field 
squadron, a squadron of the RAF regiment with supporting services; submarines, frigates, Chinooks, 
Sea Kings, Tornados and Hercules. The direct cost of protection is bad enough, but much heavier is the 
cost of the reinforcement capability which the White Paper says is necessary. The future cost will be still
more.... the question remains: will the centuries-old conflict over sovereignty ever go away? 
Unfortunately, there is no reason whatever to suppose that it will. Even today, in comparatively calm 
conditions, a democratically elected Argentine president feels obliged to declare that the islands will be 
Argentinian by the end of the century. 

I remember the ferocity with which, 30 years ago, speaking by invitation to the Argentine Parliament, I 
was assailed with shouts of: "Give us back the Malvinas". However irrational it may be, for the 
Argentinians the claim is a deep-rooted issue of national pride and it will not go away. I said that the 
claim was irrational, but we have to remember that while the world community supported us against the 
Argentine aggression, it opposes us on our legal claim to sovereignty and urges us to negotiate. The 
Government not only refuse to negotiate, they now seriously offend the Argentinians by excluding them 
from the early stages of oil exploration... 

They refuse negotiation, simply pledging themselves to enforcing without time limit the wishes of the 
islanders. "Without time limit" - that is the point. … I believe that that goes too far. We have strong 
obligations to the islanders and we have fulfilled them at enormous cost. But they have obligations to us,
too, in return. Thus, a defence review which seriously tried to match future resources with future 
commitment would say that Britain must start creating conditions now for a slow and honourable 
withdrawal from our Falklands commitment.” 732

April 2nd, in Buenos Aires, demonstrations call for the punishment of British “war crimes” during 1982.

“Carlos Menem's claim that former Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, should be extradited to Argentina to 

be tried for war crimes, has been ridiculed by the British press. The President wants to see Mrs. Thatcher face 

charges over the sinking of General Belgrano in 1982 when 323 men died. Menem likened it to former Nazis 

being made to stand trial after World War II, ...” 733

April 9th, Britain's Foreign Secretary, Douglas Hurd, visits the Falklands.

“At a press conference in Stanley,.. Mr. Hurd, said that it was now perfectly clear to the islanders, to the
Argentines, and to everyone else that the United Kingdom upheld its sovereignty of the Falklands. 
British sovereignty, he continued, rested on two very strong foundations: the wishes of the Falklanders 
and the protection of the British armed forces. As regards future contacts with Argentina, ... He had 
found strong feelings against contact with Argentina among people of all ages and considered that 
these were understandable in view of what had happened 12 years ago. However, it was not his 
business to come from London and tell the islanders what to do; they would have to make up their own 
minds.” 734

“About 40 people were unable to get into Saturday's public meeting when the 150 or so lucky ones who did get 

in heard UK Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd say there was no need for him to discuss sovereignty … "Because

you know, I know, we all know that these Islands are British and will stay so. And we have not done, and will 

not do, anything which raises questions in anyone's mind about sovereignty. The issue, so far as we are 
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concerned, has been settled. It was settled in a conflict. It was settled 12 years ago. We fought to sustain the 

wishes of the Islanders to remain British and we would do so again."...” 735

April 16th, the remains of two Argentine servicemen found near a crashed aircraft on Pebble Island, are interred 

with full military honours.

May 4th, back in London, Hurd answers questions in Parliament. Regarding Falklands' oil he says; “We have not

excluded co-operation with Argentine interests in this, but it is clear from our general policy that any 

arrangements of that kind must not prejudice our sovereignty over the islands.”

June 5th, in London, Argentina's Ambassador Campora gives an interview to Argentine newspaper Pagina 12. 

He tells the journalist that, as regards oil, there can be no formula of cooperation with the UK that does not 

involve recognition that any oil belongs to Argentina; “... we should not give too much importance to the role of 

the Islanders. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has set itself the goal of persuading them and that is why it sends

propaganda. But they don't want it, they are unpersuadable.” 736

June 6th, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission meet in London.

June 10th, on its Day of Affirmation, Argentina sends a letter to the UN recalling; “... 165 years (of) the 

establishment of the Political and Military Command of the Malvinas Islands and the Atlantic Ocean islands 

off Cape Horn, the Argentine Republic’s exercise of effective sovereignty over the southern territories and 

maritime areas. That exercise of sovereignty, which was contemporary with the birth of Argentina as an 

independent country, was interrupted by force in 1833.”

June 12th, newspaper Clarin, reports a consideration by the Argentine government of compensation payments 

to the islanders in return for them agreeing to a change of sovereignty.

“Considerable excitement seems to have been caused in the Argentine media by Foreign Minister di Tella's 

recent statement in London that he would consider paying compensation to Islanders to accept Argentine 

sovereignty. … The offer, which does not seem to have caused much excitement in the Falklands is not new; in 

fact it may assume the status of an annual event as in August of last year, the Buenos Aires Herald revealed 

the existence of a scheme to end the sovereignty dispute for once and for all by giving each Islander up to 

$700,000. At the time, Penguin News conducted an extensive survey and could find no takers; indeed the offer 

was greeted with a certain amount of laughter and derision. This time, although di Tella has not named a 

figure, he has implied that it would be substantial. The inference is that he has raised his bid, so will we have 

any takers?” 737

“Foreign Minister Guido Di Tella told the London Financial Times newspaper that: "We want to be very 

respectful of the 2,000 inhabitants. They have lived there for a long time, they have a special way of life and, if 

necessary, we are willing to consider monetary compensation for the psychological disturbance of handing 

over sovereignty. That way out, nevertheless, it is a remote possibility since there is still a long way to go to 

reach a situation of this nature "…” 738

In July, Argentina and the UK agree to request collaboration with the USA in removing mines laid in the 

Falklands during the war of 1982..
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Britain's military leaders meet with their Argentina counterparts; “(For) military-to-military discussions, 

communications and confidence-building measures as envisaged under the South Atlantic Working Group. 

These were last held in July 1994.” 739

July 11th, at the UN, the Special Committee on Decolonization opens its annual consideration of the Falklands. 

Representatives of the Falkland Islands' people are Councillors Bill Luxton and Wendy Teggar. 740

“Councillor Wendy Teggart began her speech by introducing herself as a sixth generation Islander, the mother 

of six children with an eightyear-old granddaughter who was the first eighth generation Islander – of whom 

there are now a growing number. Her ancestors arrived in the Falklands in 1842 with Governor Moody and 

just over two years ago 300 of their descendants met to celebrate 150 years in the Falklands. It was 150 years 

ago this week that her great-great-grandfather, then 14 years old raised the British flag at Government House 

in Stanley - the then new capital of the Islands.” 741

July 12th, before the Special Committee on Decolonization,  Councillor Bill Luxton asks that the draft-resolution,

proposed by Venezuela and about to be put before the committee, expresses “as an essential principle,” the right 

to self-determination for the people of the Falkland Islands. Argentina's Foreign Minister, Guido Di Tella, tells 

the Committee.

“The right to self-determination does not apply to the inhabitants of the islands, as the General 
Assembly reaffirmed in its voting on 27 November 1985.742 To assert otherwise would be to recognize 
the validity of an originally illegitimate act, because the mere passage of time cannot generate rights 
for an occupying Power or its subjects installed in a foreign territory who have displaced the local 
inhabitants by force. Since 1833, Argentines have been prevented from moving freely to the islands or 
becoming landowners there, which has strengthened the islanders’ isolationist attitude towards the 
mainland.” 743

Towards the end of his speech, Di Tella addresses the Islanders.

“The General Assembly and the Decolonization Committee resolutions clearly establish that Argentina 
and the United Kingdom are the only parties to the dispute. The Islanders do not enjoy a similar status, 
but their influence has an impact on both the British Government and, in particular, its Parliament, .... 
Argentina takes this fact into account when it addresses the need for a settlement of the controversy. We 
do so because we realize that it would be objectively unthinkable to approach this issue without taking 
into consideration its human dimension. Therefore, while not conceding any veto power to the 
Islanders, we intend to gain a better understanding of their lifestyle and their viewpoints in order to 
reach agreements for the benefit of all concerned. … The establishment of direct links with the Islanders
is central to our policy on this matter.” 744

Papua New Guinea's member of the committee, also speaks.

“My delegation will continue to support and encourage our Argentine brothers and our British friends 
to continue to seek a solution through peaceful means. However, the question we raised previously, 
when this matter was considered in 1993, relates to the fact that the draft resolution, as it stands, misses

739 UN Document A/65/689 (2010)
740 UN Yearbook 1994
741 Penguin News July 16, 1994
742 An inaccurate interpretation of the events in 1985 when Britain had proposed two amendments to the General Assembly

resolution of that year (40/21). See 1985 above.
743 UN Yearbook 1994
744 UN Yearbook 1994
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a significant element of the issue – namely, the element of self-determination that is being raised by the 
Island’s population. … While the resolution as it stands deals with the question of territorial 
sovereignty, it misses the question of self-determination for the sixth generation of the island’s 
population, whose views and opinions may not have been considered...” 745

Venezuela's draft-resolution is adopted by the Committee by consensus (without a vote). 746

“The Committee adopted a resolution requesting Argentina and the United Kingdom to consolidate the current 

process of dialogue and cooperation through the resumption of negotiations in order to find as soon as possible

a peaceful solution to the sovereignty dispute.” 747

In explanation of their position to accept the consensus, Fiji's committee member questions whether the Special 

Committee on Decolonisation is the correct forum to consider an issue that involves a sovereignty dispute. The 

member for Sierra Leone states that “serious consideration” should be given to the interests of the Islanders and 

that, in the future, some reference to self-determination should be made in the draft-resolution.

July 13th, Buenos Airean newspaper, Clarin, refers to the comments by Papua New Guinea and Fiji as an 

“implied criticism of Argentina.”

July 18th, a British and Argentine Joint Press Release announces a partial reformulation of the military 

confidence-building measures. 748

July 23rd, Penguin News reports that Foreign Minister Guido di Tell is unable to get any mention of the 

Falklanders in a new Argentine draft constitution being considered in Santa Fe.

“Under the headline, 'Sovereignty Yes, Kelpers No' one Argentine paper last week claimed that Di Tella had 

asked for the insertion of a clause in the new constitution, which would guarantee that Falkland Islanders 

could continue to drive on the left and study and speak in English, even after the islands had been "recovered". 

Under pressure from Senator Menem and fellow hard-liner on the sovereignty dispute, Ambassador to Britain,

Mario Campora, Dr. Di Tella had been forced to give way and accept a clause in which Argentina continues to 

claim what it calls "its legitimate rights of sovereignty" over the Falklands. Apart from ratifying the 

sovereignty claim over the Falklands, South Georgia  and the other island territories in the South Atlantic, the 

final form of words for incorporation into Argentina's new constitution, disappointed Dr. Di Tella's 

aspirations, by making no mention of the Islands' people.” 749

In August, Argentina's Defence Ministry drops its claim that the sinking of the ARA Belgrano was a 'war crime',

and accepts that it was a 'legal act of war', following an investigation by Eugenio Miari. 750

“Professor Sir Lawrence Freedman, the author of the official history to be published next year, told The 

Independent on Sunday: "The intercept confirms that the Belgrano was under orders to attack on May 1. It 

745 UN Yearbook 1994
746 Decolonization Committee resolutions are subsequently presented to the Fourth Committee for adoption by the General 

Assembly. No Decolonisation Committee Falklands resolution has been adopted by the General Assembly since 1988.
747 UN Yearbook 1994
748 No details available. Taken from the website of the Argentine Foreign Ministry in Australia May 16, 2020. This also 

notes that while this accord has never been replaced, the South Atlantic Working Group has not met since 1994. See 
https://eaust.cancilleria.gob.ar/en/node/1248 

749 Penguin News July 23, 1994
750 What was not raised at this time, perhaps because it had not yet come to light, was a message to the Argentines, via the 

Swiss, dated April 23, 1982, from the British Government. This warned Argentina that the establishment of the exclusion
zone was “without prejudice to the right of the United Kingdom to take whatever additional measures may be needed …
(and) in this connection HMG now wishes to make clear that any approach on the part of Argentine warships … which 
could amount to a threat … will encounter the appropriate response.” Argentina had been warned. See 1982.
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does nothing to confirm the contentions of Mr Dalyell and broadly supports what was said by the government 

at the time." Professor Freedman's book exonerates Lady Thatcher, who consistently argued that the warship 

posed a threat to the Task Force. Signals intelligence intercepted by GCHQ, the security services' 

eavesdropping centre at Cheltenham, the day before Conqueror fired its torpedoes at the Belgrano, showed 

that the warship was under orders to attack. It is unusual for such raw intelligence material to be published.”751

August 22nd, with the UN's Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)752 coming into force in November, the 

Falkland Islands Government, in order to protect the squid grounds from unlicensed vessels, extends its EEZ 

into the area between the Outer Conservation Zone and the Argentine EEZ – known as the 'Gap.' 753

“The United Kingdom has no doubts about its sovereignty over the Falkland Islands and its consequential right

to extend maritime jurisdiction around the Territory in accordance with the rules of international law. 

Accordingly, the Embassy is instructed to reject the protest contained in the Ministry’s note. ...The United 

Kingdom has taken action to include certain waters which are within 200 miles of Falkland Islands baselines 

into the Falkland Islands outer conservation zone to prevent the continuation of uncontrolled fishing taking 

place in that area to the prejudice of the stocks of fish and, in particular, of Illex squid. Argentina’s well-known 

concerns about uncontrolled fishing in the South-West Atlantic are shared by the United Kingdom.” 754

In a protest addressed to the UN Secretary-General, President Menem threatens to continue to patrol the areas 

covered by the changes.

“The Argentine Government registers its most serious protest and rejection of that measure which 
involves maritime spaces adjacent to Argentine national territory, and does not accept the attempt to 
extend the dispute over sovereignty to an undisputed area. In the maritime space in which the United 
Kingdom seeks to extend its alleged jurisdiction, the Argentine Republic has exercised, exercises and 
will continue to exercise sovereign rights, particularly in respect of the administration and control of 
fisheries. The British action implies a departure from the Joint Statement and the bilateral 
understandings reached from 1990 until now regarding the South-West Atlantic. ...Without prejudice 
thereto, and in exercise of its jurisdiction over the said area, the Argentine Government will continue to
administer and exploit the living marine resources in that zone, and to monitor and control the 
activities carried out therein, for the better conservation of the resources. … Consequently, the 
Argentine Government urges the British Government to refrain from putting the measure into effect and
from any unilateral act in the area in question so as to permit the continuation of the fruitful 
cooperation achieved thus far.”755

In Argentina, after three months of deliberations, a convention amends Argentina's Constitution.

“The Argentine Nation ratifies its legitimate and imprescriptible sovereignty over the Malvinas, 
Georgias del Sur and Sandwich del Sur Islands and over the corresponding maritime and insular zones,
as they are an integral part of the National territory. The recovery of said territories and the full 

751 The Independent December 27, 2003
752 This convention arose from the third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea; which opened in 1973 and  

concluded in 1982 and with introduction dependent upon at least 60 nations signing up to it. This was achieved in 1993 
and so the convention came into force 12 months later (November 16, 1994). Ratified by both the UK and Argentina.

753 Falkland Islands Proclamation No.1 of 1994. Taking effect on September 1, 1994
754 Note dated 26 August 1994 from the Embassy of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship attached to UN Doc A/49/341
755 UN Doc A/49/334
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exercise of sovereignty, respectful of the way of life of their inhabitants and according to the principles 
of international law, are a permanent and unrelinquished goal of the Argentine people.” 756

“I am sending you an unofficial translation of the 'First temporary Constitutional Provision' on the Malvinas 

Islands, as approved by the Constitutional Assembly of Sante Fe on 22 August 1994. … As you can see it states 

the requirement that an eventual change of sovereignty over the islands shall not occur without due respect of 

"The way of life of their inhabitants in accordance with international law". The reference to international law 

is of fundamental importance in so far as it involves a commitment to pursue and achieve a solution to the 

sovereignty dispute exclusively by legal means admitted by international law. Furthermore, it offers an 

explicit constitutional guarantee that the relevant international conventions and treaties will provide the legal 

framework for any eventual change of sovereignty and for protection of the status of all islanders. In other 

words, people in the islands should rest assured that the necessary guarantees are in place to preserve their 

way of life and that any future Argentine government will have to act according to these provisions.” 757

“Quoting from a report in an Argentine newspaper that the Argentine Foreign Minister had not succeeded in 

getting any mention of the Falklands’ population in the new draft constitution. It seems that we were 

wrong.”758

“... We were particularly disappointed by the decision of the Argentine Constituent Assembly, which in 1994 

inserted in its constitution for the first time a clause asserting that the Falklands were part of Argentina. 

Assertions that the Falklands will become Argentine are highly objectionable to us and to the islanders and we 

reject them and will continue to do so at every opportunity.” 759

“If we stick to the Constitution, there is no way Argentina and the UK can negotiate a middle-ground position. 

The constitution imposes to seek the full sovereignty,.. it is a contradiction in terms since the kelpers have a 

clear political will and do not want to be Argentine.” 760

“The First Transitory Provision of the National Constitution does not establish a term for the recovery of the 

disputed territories and the full exercise of sovereignty. Nor does it say that this should be achieved in a single 

act and does not exclude a gradual approach to that objective, which it appropriately describes as "permanent 

and inalienable" of the Argentine people. It also underlines the constitutional text that the recovery of the 

territories must take place "respecting the way of life of its inhabitants, and in accordance with the principles 

of International Law ..." These are the factors that ... contribute to a flexible approach to the issue.” 761

“... it anchored the "recovery" (i.e. the annexation) of the Falklands and "the full exercise of sovereignty" in the 

Argentine constitution and committed future governments to work towards that end. So Argentina had 

"painted itself into a corner" – any future negotiations with Britain would be pointless since Argentina could 

only accept a complete British surrender. … The term "imprescriptible" means "not subject to prescription", i.e. 

eternal, permanent, not lapsing after a certain time. The term is used in discussing, for example, human rights,

which are permanent and do not lapse. Territorial claims, by contrast, are not permanent attributes and may 

lapse or be abandoned or cancelled in various ways. And of course no claimant is entitled to lay down how 

756 Convention items to be considered had been agreed in 1993 by President Menem and opposition leader Raul Alfonsin.
757 Open letter by Guido di Tella, Foreign Minister, Argentina to the Falkland Islanders published in Penguin News 

September 3, 1994
758 Editorial in Penguin News September 3, 1994
759 Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Mr. David Davis speaking during a debate in the House of 

Commons. Hansard HC Deb 22 March 1995 vol.257 cc263-84
760 Vicente Palermo quoted in 'Las Malvinas son Argentinas'; Who Taught You that? published in Argentina Independent 

April 4, 2012.
761 La política británica hacia las Malvinas Vicente Berasategui 2013
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long his claims are to subsist. The notion that Argentina’s claim to the Falklands is "imprescriptible" is 

incompatible with international law.” 762

“Although the constitutional clause precludes any possibility of violent conflict, it sought to reassert and legally

embed a claim that would not simply dissipate with military defeat.” 763

August 26th, the UK rejects Argentina's protest of the 22nd.

“The UK does not recognize Argentine jurisdiction over the area, which lies within 200 miles of the 
Falkland Islands and more than 200 miles from Argentine baselines.” 764

August 30th, Britain also rejects Argentina's new Constitution; “… the Embassy are instructed to reject the 

Argentine claim in the revised Constitution to sovereignty over these territories and wish to protest formally at

the renewed assertion of this claim.” 765

In September, interviewed for British television, Argentina's Foreign Minister suggests that the British army 

could remain after any agreement to transfer sovereignty; "… if they (the Islanders) want to have the army".

“He added that "if the British want to spend 60 million pounds (to keep a military base on the islands) every 

year and that gives them pleasure, we will not be opposing that". … "We are thinking of an entity like a 

province with special rights," he said.” 766

The USA government offers to oversee a mine clearance operations in the Falkland Islands.

“In his report on Executive Council yesterday, the Governor, Mr. David Tatham, said the Americans had 

suggested that a feasibility study into clearing minefields in the Islands, should be undertaken by a US 

contractor.  … The British and Argentine Embassies in Washington had been told that the US would be 

prepared to supervise the work which would be carried out by a commercial companies...” 767

October 27th, in the Falkland Islands, the Legislative Council pass an enabling bill providing for oil exploration 

around the archipelago. This allows them to begin the process of licensing companies to explore the seabed. 

November 2nd, in an interview with Pagina 12, President Menem publicly offers to give each Falklands Islander

$1.5 million if they accept Argentine sovereignty. 

“Early in the week, according to The Times, it appeared the Argentine offer to islanders to approve the transfer

of sovereignty of the Falklands to Argentina had been considerably increased. Quoting the respected Argentine

magazine Pagina 12, the Times article stated that President Menem would be willing to pay $1.5 million 

(£931,600) to each Falkland Islands resident to endorse the transfer. It also said the president might be willing

to share sovereignty with Britain in joint exploitation of oil. … The estimated cost of President Menem's revised

offer would be $3.3 billion. … Speaking in London later in the week, … Eduardo Menem, the head of the 

Argentine Senate and brother of the President, denied categorically that any such offer had been made...” 768

November 3rd, in New York, the UN General Assembly defers the question of the Falkland Islands for another 

year. 769

762 Pascoe 2020 p.329
763 Chronicle of a referendum foretold: what next for the Malvinas–Falklands? Cara Levey & Daniel Ozarow 2021
764 UN Yearbook 1994
765 UN Doc A/AC.109/2027
766 Penguin News September 17, 1994
767 Penguin News September 24, 1994
768 Penguin News November 5, 1994
769 UN GA Decision 49/408. cf. 1989
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November 4th, in Britain, the Times newspaper reports a MORI poll conducted in the Falkland Islands during 

October 1994. 770

“Fears that the MORI poll conducted in the Falklands last month was some kind of an Argentine plot proved to 

have some grounding on Friday when the results of the survey, or most of them, were revealed in The Times. It

was revealed that the survey, during which some 200 residents were approached, was commissioned by what 

are described as "a group of Argentine businessmen". If they were hoping that it would show deep divisions of 

opinion in the Falklands or a softening of attitudes towards Argentina since the 1982 war, then the whole 

exercise must now be seeming like an"own goal". More than three-quarters of the survey, roughly one tenth of 

the population, said that they did not believe that Argentina would keep its word in any compromise over 

sovereignty. Eighty-seven per cent said that Britain should not even discuss the issue with Argentina. … the 

commissioners of the poll from MORI asked that the results of some of the questions should be held back from 

publication. It is common knowledge in the Falklands that among the questions asked were some which 

pertained to the suggestion that the Argentine government might be prepared to pay Islanders to accept a 

change of sovereignty … While MORI is not able to release the answers to the missing questions, MORI 

chairman, Robert Worcester, is reported as saying that "the information that has been published is not 

inconsistent with data that have not been published".” 771

“Argentina’s efforts to undermine the loyalty of Falkland Islanders are becoming ever more extreme, as was 

demonstrated last November (sic), when a thinly veiled front for the Argentine Foreign Ministry commissioned

a MORI Poll of Falkland Islanders. The polling team arrived unannounced in the Islands, and immediately 

began putting a politically-weighted questionnaire to a random selection of residents. While some questions 

were of a fairly innocuous nature, covering travel habits and attitudes towards Argentines compared to other 

nationalities, other questions were clearly designed to seed the idea of a hypothetical cash offer in return for 

sovereignty, and gauge reaction to it. In this respect, the poll was most mischievous, but almost 60% said that 

they would take no financial reward, even though the hypothetical scenario involved an agreement to change 

sovereignty as a precursor to an offer. As a political exercise for the Argentines, the exercise was a failure, but, 

ironically, MORI's accurate analysis of the results reinforced the Islanders’ message of staunch loyalty and 

independent thinking. Dr. Di Tella, the Argentine Foreign Minister, could not have been happy, for example, to 

learn that 82% of those questioned said they were satisfied with the performance of the Governor, or that 62% 

were satisfied with the work of their elected Executive Council. The Chief Executive, Andrew Gurr, analysed the

poll in some detail. Suspicions of an Argentine involvement had quickly been confirmed, he said, but the 

exercise had been futile for them; serving only to underline Islanders opposition to any interference from 

Argentina.” 772

“.. commissioned by a group of Argentine businessmen asked Falkland Islanders about their views on the 

sovereignty of the Islands. … The majority (57%) of islanders supported the then Conservative Government's 

policy of talking to Argentina about everything except sovereignty and only 4% thought that there should be 

negotiations about sovereignty. 78% said that they would have no confidence in any promises given by 

Argentina should sovereignty be compromised. 47% said that they would not agree to Argentine sovereignty in

any circumstances. The poll caused some alarm in the Falklands as to possible Argentinean intentions in 

conducting it and there was a suggestion that the Argentine Government had offered Falklanders' cash 

compensation of £925 per person in return for acceptance of Argentinean sovereignty.” 773

770 Not listed on the MORI website.
771 Penguin News November 5, 1994
772 Falkland Focus January 1995. In conversations with islanders this author has found some who remember the reports, 

but none who remember the poll. 
773 The Falklands 25 Years On: Research Paper 07/29 March 21, 2007 Library House of Commons. 
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“Foreign Minister Guido di Tella has a charming penchant for sexual metaphors. … he is describing the 

Argentine unilateral rapprochement process versus the Malvinas islands as "the seduction of the Islanders". … 

The metaphor is at least unfortunate in several aspects. It presupposes that any contact with the Islanders has 

to be patterned upon a seduction, not a real people to people encounter… Secondly, by necessity of the ploy, it 

entails deception,.. In this case, for instance, to satisfy the wish to know what the Islanders know about their 

future, it would be only fair to let them know that the questions of the MORI poll were originated at the 

Argentine Foreign Ministry headquarters. … If Di Tella insists that the pseudo -MORI poll is showing that the 

Islanders want a more near relationship with the continent, and he really trusts these results, then no 

seduction is needed, but mutual and respectful collaboration.” 774

On the same day, in Buenos Aires, Senator Eduardo Menem, the President's brother, confirms that Argentine oil 

companies will not be permitted to take part in Falklands oil development.

November 15th, Prince Andrew arrives in Buenos Aires for an official four day visit. Welcomed by Foreign 

Minister Guido di Tella, neither country's national anthems are played, however, protesters march on the British 

Embassy before burning a Union Jack.

“At first the march was peaceful, but after the mob burnt the British fag, violence broke out. A dozen 

demonstrators and four policemen were injured in the flare-up as security forces tried to contain the situation. 

Putting the incident aside, Prince Andrew carried on with his engagements. Police armed with machine guns, 

riot police on horseback, dog handlers and water canon were on stand-by. Speaking for a time in Spanish, 

Andrew thanked the Argentine government for its 'warm welcome.' For the first time during the royal visit, an 

Argentine military band played the British National Anthem. A protester shouted 'Long live Argentina' as the 

anthem concluded. Shortly afterwards, a protester driving past in a car yelled, 'traitors' at the Argentineans 

attending the unveiling ceremony.” 775

“On the evening of the first day of the Duke's visit, violence broke out at the British Embassy in Buenos Aires as 

a crowd varying, according to accounts, from 100 to 200 started hurling stones over the wall of the Embassy 

compound and tried to storm the entrance.” 776

November 16th, commenting on Prince Andrew's visit to Argentina, President Menem is reported as saying; 

“This will strengthen our ties with Britain. If there is no dialogue, then we have no chance of recovering the 

Islands.”  777

The UN's Convention on the Law of the Sea comes into force: introducing provisions regarding archipelagic 

status; exclusive economic zones (EEZs) of up to 200 miles; continental shelf jurisdiction; deep seabed mining; 

an exploitation regime; protection of the marine environment; scientific research and settlement of disputes. The

Convention also sets the limit of various areas, measured from a carefully defined baseline. Under the 

Convention, vessels are given the right of 'innocent passage' through any territorial waters; defined as passing 

through waters in an expeditious and continuous manner, which is not “prejudicial to the peace, good order or 

the security” of the coastal state.

November 24th, a Dependent Territories Association is founded, consisting of Anguilla, British Virgin Islands, 

Cayman Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Montserrat, St. Helena and Turks and Caicos. Bermuda has 

observer status.

774 The Seduction of the Islanders Nora Femenia in Buenos Aires Herald December 27, 1994
775 AP Archive citing November 16, 1994. Video clip available at 

http://www.aparchive.com/metadata/youtube/1480cca3f045e407d1aae630c6ab11b4
776 Penguin News November 19, 1994
777 Daily Telegraph November 16, 1994

162

http://www.aparchive.com/metadata/youtube/1480cca3f045e407d1aae630c6ab11b4


November 25th, President Menem denies making any formal cash offer to the Islanders.

November 30th, Argentina's Foreign Minister Guido di Tella writes an article published in La Prensa.

“Making it quite clear from the outset that as far as the Falklands goes, Argentine policy has not changed a jot 

since the seventies. Mr. Di Tella claims that "28% of the islanders are prepared to consider, as part of the 

solution, economic compensation so long as various aspects, such as security and preservation of their life-

style are respected". … In fact the question asked what level of financial compensation Islanders might feel 

appropriate, if the change of sovereignty were already a foregone conclusion.” 778

In the December edition of the Falkland Islands Newsletter, the Right Honourable Douglas Hurd, Britain's 

Foreign Secretary, reflects on the future of the Islands.

“... the question of sovereignty is in effect settled. It may take years yet before Argentina recognises this 
fact. But the Argentine invasion in 1982 made it certain, I think, that the Islanders will not accept 
Argentine rule, and no one will in practice force it on them.” 779

# Researcher's Comment: Following on from comments he made on a visit to the Falklands, Douglas Hurd was 

the first British Minister to publicly assert that the Falklands question had been resolved by the events of 1982. 

He would not be the last; followed by Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg in March, 2012 and Defence Secretary 

Michael Fallon in March 2016. Similar statements would be made by other prominent politicians and, 

unusually, Britain's Ambassador to Argentina in January, 2018.

Anglo-Argentine talks on fishing quotas fail to reach agreement on quotas. 780

December 27th, Argentina's Foreign Minister sends Christmas card to every Islander – some 11 sacks of mail.

1995 – January 3rd, Argentina issues a press statement that starts; “Today being the one hundred sixty-

second anniversary of the illegitimate British occupation of the Malvinas Islands...”

Belatedly, Guido di Tella's Christmas cards arrive in the Falkland islands.

“Perhaps he can be forgiven for being a little late as he appears to have sent a card to everyone on the 

Falklands electoral roll, some eleven sacks of mail, according to Post Office sources, which must have left him 

with considerable writers cramp. … This year, .. it was the envelopes which appeared to have been the cause of 

most interest on the coast. A number of people in Stanley were telephoned by a journalist from a Uruguayan 

newspaper La Manana, who was requesting that an envelope be faxed to him and it is believed that at least 

one Argentine journalist was displaying a similar interest. The focus of attention on the envelope was not 

because of the late date posting, … but on account of the address. Not Puerto Argentina or Rivero but: Port 

Stanley, Falkland/Malvinas Islands.” 781

January 6th, ex-editor of La Prensa, Conrado Bulrich, arrives in Stanley with video tapes of a documentary he 

has directed – The Argentine Camp from the Pampas to Patagonia. Gift for 500 Islanders. 782

January 16th, Port Stanley hosts a Commonwealth Parliamentary Association seminar.

778 Penguin News December 3, 1994. Di Tella was citing the part published MORI poll of October, 1994. His interpretation
of the results, however, was completely 'off-the-wall', if not downright dishonest.

779 Falkland Islands Newsletter December 1994 p.2
780 Financial Times December 9, 1994
781 Penguin News January 7, 1995. Original emphasis.
782 Ibid. 
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January 27th, David David, Minister of State at the Foreign Office, arrives in Stanley for a five-day visit.

“The Minister seemed perplexed at a suggestion that the discovery of oil here might have an effect on the 

politics of this region and dismissed as faintly ludicrous, the notion that commercial forces might attempt to 

apply pressure on the governments involved to achieve a solution to the sovereignty dispute, which might be 

unwelcome to us. Despite a worrying reference to "keeping the Argentines in the picture" about our intentions 

with regard to oil, he was adamant that is oil were to be discovered, even in globally significant quantities, it 

would remain ours to do with as we liked.” 783

January 31st, in Switzerland, President Menem is quoted as saying to an Italian reporter; “We must determine 

whether the sinking of the cruiser Belgrano was a war crime or not. And if it is, with all due respect, we must 

ask for the extradition of Lady Thatcher.” 784

February 1st, in the UK, the Financial Times newspaper reports that; “... informal talks start today, between 

representatives of Argentina and the UK that are aimed at finding a basis for an agreement between the two 

countries and the Falkland islands Government on co-operation in the exploration and exploitation of oil.” 

February 6th, Argentina's Ambassador to the UK, Rogelio Pfirter calls for Margaret Thatcher to be extradited to 

Argentina for having ordered the sinking of the cruiser Belgrano. 785

In Britain's House of Commons, a reply to a question provides information as to the costs of maintaining at 

garrison on the Falklands.

“Mr Soames replied that the annual cost of defence of the Falklands had reduced from an immediate postwar 

high of £637 million in 1983 to £67 million in 1993-94. Asked by Mr. Bruce to estimate that figure on a per 

household basis, the figure given by Mr. Soames was an approximate £2.90 per household per annum.” 786

February 7th, the President of the YPF oil company, announces that his company has reached an agreement 

with British Gas to exploit the oil resources around the Falklands archipelago. The YPF announcement is almost 

immediately amended to describe the agreement as “verbal.”

“The basis for this (The Times) report was an interview published in what was described as a leading Buenos 

Aires daily newspaper, and given by Jose Estenssoro, President of Argentina's largest oil company, 

Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales (YPF), who confirmed that talks had been held with British Gas about drilling

for offshore oil within the Falkland Islands exclusion zone.... Senor Estenssoro admitted that YPF and British 

Gas had jointly purchased the results of the seismic surveys and had handed a written proposal to their 

respective governments. According to the report, YPF and British Gas are said to be considering extending 

membership of their consortium to Petrobas, the Brazilian corporation, which has a vast amount of deep sea 

experience.” 787

February 9th, in Buenos Aires, President Menem repeats his claim that; “... that the Islands would be 

Argentinean in the year 2000, ...” 788

February 10th, Menem applauds the YPF/British Gas deal. 

783 Penguin News February 4, 1995. The Minister's open meeting was only attended by three people including, it appears, 
the local journalist.

784 This despite the Argentine Defence Ministry's August, 1994, investigation and conclusion that no war crime had been 
committed. A decision not well received by Argentina's veterans organisations. cf. 1994 & 2000

785 BBC Summary of World Broadcasts February 8, 1995
786 Penguin News February 18, 1995
787 Penguin News February 11, 1995
788 BBC Summary of World Broadcasts February 13, 1995
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“YPF have made a great step forward in this field and this delivers enormous possibilities and 
advances to Argentina in the conflict for the Malvinas.”

British Gas deny that there is any formal agreement. The British Geological Survey, speaking for the Falkland 

Islands Government, state that nothing has changed and that oil companies are more than welcome to form 

partnership deals with Argentine companies provided that the latter did not have more than a 49% 

shareholding.789

March 22nd, in Parliament, opening an adjournment debate, Sir Andrew Bowden (Conservative Party) says; 

“There is a deep distrust of Argentina among the islanders. After all, Argentina is still making public claims on 

the Falklands. Only a few months ago, President Menem said: "The Malvinas will be ours by the end of the 

century." The people of the islands do not want any formal relations with Argentina until it has given up its 

claims of sovereignty for all time.” Sir Russell Johnston, speaking on behalf of the Liberal-Democrat 

Parliamentary Party, says of the Falkland Islanders; “... few as they are, they are the indigenous population. 

They have the right to determine their own future.” Mr. Tony Banks of the Labour Party, also contributes to the 

debate; “I have given the subject careful consideration and I agree with every speech that I have heard so far 

that Argentina's territorial claim to the Falkland Islands is weak and thoroughly unacceptable.” 790

“Mr Austin-Walker, like other members, queried the historical legitimacy of the Argentine claim and expressed 

the view that Islanders were right to query a philosophy "which suggests that killing the local population 

provides more secure territorial rights than settling empty islands".791 Perhaps the most surprising expression 

of support came from Mr. Jacques Arnold, a member of the British-Latin American parliamentary group, who

paid tribute to the advances made by Argentina in recent years … but said that "as a friend of Argentina" he 

was pained by Menem's "unwise claim" that Argentina should retake the Islands by the year 2000.” 792

“There was general support from the House for the current policy of non-negotiation with the Argentines over 

the sovereignty of the Islands; MPs from all sides called on Argentina to drop the sovereignty claim. The 

debate also marked an important shift in the stance of the Labour party which gave a broad acknowledgement

of the Islanders’ right to self-determination.” 793

In April, the Falkland Islands Government release a document – Policy Recommendations for any Future 

British Government.

“Despite the length of its title, the document … gives a very concise account of the past, the present and the 

hoped-for future of the Falkland Islands; a future whose ultimate goal is described in the Executive Summary 

as "Secure Independence" though it adds, "It is anticipated that this will be a very gradual process"... Another 

section which deals with concern to the British taxpayer … attempts to put a figure on the marginal cost to the 

UK of the MPA garrison and concludes that FIG contributions to its cost already represent a per capita cost to 

islanders in excess of four times that paid by UK residents towards the defence of Britain.” 794

In May, Argentina again proposes that it purchases sovereignty of the Falkland Islands; paying up to $1m for 

every one of the 2,200 inhabitants. 795

789 Falkland Islands Newsletter April 1995
790 Hansard HC Deb 22 March 1995 vol.257 cc.263-84
791 An apparent reference to the Argentine Republic's bloody colonization of Patagonia as compared to Britain's arrival in 

the Falklands in 1765.
792 Penguin News March 25, 1995
793 Falkland Focus June 1995
794 Penguin News April 8, 1995. The first evidence that I have seen indicating that the Islanders contribute to their own 

defence.
795 Independent on Sunday May 18, 1995. See also August, 1993
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“Reports from Argentina carried by the BBC and the Buenos Aires Herald since last Sunday's presidential 

elections indicate that Argentine Foreign Minister Dr. Di Tell is still in bullish mood over the prospects of 

recovering the Falklands and, moreover, is still prepared to pay for the privilege. "We have suggested that if 

monetary compensation is necessary or convenient or acceptable we are willing to discuss significant 

monetary compensation", he told journalists. In an interview with Michael Voss for BBC news, when asked if 

he were prepared to put a figure on the offer, Dr. Di Tella said, "A figure of £475,000 per person, which is a lot 

of money. I don't know whether we will reach that money, that's before haggling. Let's discuss the essential 

problems which are the human part".” 796

Governor David Tatham, speaks to reporters.

“I think the Islanders' find it offensive that another country would attempt to buy their citizenship. Di 
Tella is just casting around for a fresh ploy to divide the Islanders, but there's no chance of this 
working.” 797

David Anderson, senior legal advisor to the UK's Foreign and Commonwealth Office, arrives in Stanley.

“His involvement with the Falklands began in 1982, when he had the job of drafting the famous Resolution 501 

to the United Nations, in response to the invasion of the Falklands by  Argentina. More recently, Mr Anderson 

devised the legal framework for the FICZ, and the understanding with the Argentines which led to the 

introduction of the FOCZ and later the implementation of a full fishing regime in the FOCZ and the closure of 

the Gap. He has been present at meetings of the Oil High Level Group and at the informal talks on oil which 

have taken place in the last six months. With Mr Anderson was Mr Mark Peters from FCO's South Atlantic 

Department.” 798

June 5th, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission meet in London.

June 6th, Argentina's Foreign Minister Guido di Tella arrives in London; complaining to the press that the 

Islanders are preventing the relatives of soldiers buried at the Argentine Military Cemetery visiting the 

archipelago. Andrew Gurr, Chief Executive at Stanley, writes to The Times to point out that, since the 1991 visit 

by relatives, no request for another had been received.

“We have all along made it clear that the remains of any of the Argentine dead may be returned to 
Argentina at any time – as many of their families would clearly prefer. It is the Argentine Government 
which insists on their dead being left in the Islands – to make a political point.” 799

June 7th, speaking to the BBC, Minister di Tella says that his government is willing to pay the Islanders if they 

will accept Argentine sovereignty. He suggests a figure of £500,000 per family. He gives the prospects for oil 

negotiations no more than a 50:50 chance of success. 800 On the issue of fishing, the Minister says that Argentina 

is “exasperated” by the lack of cooperation.

June 18th, Argentine newspaper Clarin reports that Argentine and Britain have; “... practically agreed on a deal

to share royalties of oil output in two areas near the disputed islands. … it was asserted that … Britain and 

Argentina would "form a joint commission to call for exploration tenders in two areas, each containing both 

undisputed Argentine waters and waters claimed by both countries". According to the report, these areas had 

796 Penguin News May 24, 1995
797 The New York Times June 8, 1995
798 Penguin News May 31, 1995
799 Gurr's letter was not published until June 11, 1995, after Foreign Minister di Tella had left London
800 See also 1953 & August, 1993
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been identified as exploration targets by YPF and British Gas during talks on possible joint ventures. The 

announcement of the deal, the report went on, was being stalled by disagreement over Britain's wish not to 

give Argentina any share of oil rights from further inside Falklands waters.” 801

June 19th, following a series of burglaries at the offices of the Falkland Islands Association in London, in which a

burglar alarm was circumvented and documents stolen, reporters from Clarin ask the head of the Argentine 

security service if he has any knowledge. The suggestion is denied by the Argentine authorities.

June 28th, in Buenos Aires, President Menem tells the press that; “We are in permanent dialogue with Great 

Britain and we are working out deals to reach the objective that we proposed, that is before 2000.”

June 30th, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) considers a case concerning East Timor.

“In the Court's view, Portugal's assertion that the right of peoples to self-determination, as it evolved 
from the Charter and from United Nations practice, has an erga omnes character, is irreproachable. 
The principle of self-determination of peoples has been recognized by the United Nations Charter and 
in the jurisprudence of the Court...” 802

“Although the Charter of the United Nations does not explicitly impose on the administering Power the duty to 

consult the people of a Non- Self-Governing Territory when the matter at issue directly concerns that people, in

the view of Judge Vereshchetin the jurisprudence of the Court shows that such a duty does exist in 

international law at the present stage of its development and in the contemporary setting of the decolonization 

process. The above duty may be dispensed with only in exceptional cases, which cannot be held to apply in the 

present case. The lack of any evidence as to the view of the people of East Timor, on whose behalf the 

Application has been filed, is one of the principal reasons leading to the inability of the Court to decide the 

dispute.” 803

July 2nd, Islands Councillors Norma Edwards and Bill Luxton attend a seminar in Trinidad organised by the UN 

Special Committee on Decolonization. 

“We were able to talk informally with Committee members and although we thought we were only invited as 

observers, in fact we were asked to speak and were invited to make comments on the business discussed by the 

Committee.” 804

July 5th, at the International Meeting on Mine Clearance the representative of Argentina makes a statement.

“I would like to point out that our Government has offered to assume the costs of removing the mines 
laid by the Argentine armed forces in the Malvinas Islands in 1982. This is an ex-gratia offer and does 
not imply the acceptation of any responsibility. In July 1994, the Argentine Republic and the United 
Kingdom agreed to request the collaboration of the United States in order to carry out this initiative. 
The United States Government responded affirmatively to this request and is at present analysing with 
the Argentine Government the modality that the procedure will assume in order to carry out this 
operation. This initiative corresponds with the national position on disarmament, international security 
and arms limitation matters. It is at the same time still another demonstration of Argentina’s disposition
to consider, in the course of her actions, the interests of the inhabitants of the Malvinas Islands and to 
create an adequate framework for mutual understanding. 

801 Penguin News June 21, 1995
802 ICJ Reports of Judgments, Advisory Opinions and Orders Concerning East Timor (Portugal v. Australia) 30 June 1995 

p.102 para.29. See https://www.icj-cij.org/en/case/84/judgments 
803 Ibid. See https://www.icj-cij.org/files/case-related/84/084-19950630-JUD-01-04-EN.pdf 
804 Norma Edwards quoted in Pengtuin News August 9, 1995
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Therefore, it is Argentina’s intention that the expenditure caused by the demining of the Malvinas 
Islands be considered as a contribution to the voluntary trust fund established by United Nations 
General Assembly resolution 48/7 on assistance in mine clearance, co-sponsored by the Republic of 
Argentina and adopted without a vote by the Assembly on 19 October 1993.” 805

In the Falklands, the southern half of New Island, becomes a nature reserve. 806

July 10th, at the UN, the Special Committee on Decolonization commences its annual consideration of the 

Falkland Islands with Councillors Goss and Edwards representing the Falkland Islands people. Petitioners for 

Argentina include Ricardo Patterson and Alexandro Betts. 807

“On the 10 and 13 of July, the Special Committee on decolonization considered the question of the Falkland 

Islands (Malvinas); the United Kingdom, the administering Power, did not participate. The Committee 

acceded to Argentina's request for participation in the deliberations.” 808

July 13th, Argentina's Foreign Minister speaks to the Decolonization committee.

“The right to self-determination does not apply to the inhabitants of the islands, as the General 
Assembly reaffirmed in its voting on 27 November 1985.” 809

As in previous years, Venezuela introduces a draft-resolution calling for sovereignty negotiations which is 

adopted by the committee by consensus. 810

August 16th, in a referendum in Bermuda, the people vote against independence. 811

September 19th, in a radio interview in Buenos Aires, Carlos Menem refers to an agreement regarding oil in the

area of the Falklands

“It is the first real and large step regarding Argentina's permanent battle to regain sovereignty. It is the 
best that we could obtain 163 years after our islands were taken in 1833.” 812

Responding, a spokesman for the British Embassy tells reporters that a “draft-agreement” was being considered.

“The Clarin speculation, described by Falklands Governor David Tatham as "plain wrong" envisages that 

Argentina will receive 33% of oil royalties for oil extraction in waters to the East of the Falklands and 50% of 

royalties from the Western Waters. … An additional benefit to the Argentines,.. would be a figure of between 

25% to 33% of the revenue from the licences, which FIG will be selling from October 3rd. … Falkland Islands 

Government sources are adamant that th Clarin report is purely speculative; ...” 813

September 21st, John Major meets President Menem in New York. Falklands' sovereignty is not discussed.

“I held the first meeting with the President of Argentina since the 1982 invasion. Let me tell you why. It 
is because I want a stable and friendly relationship with Argentina. I am in no doubt that that would be 

805 A/Ac.109/2048
806 The New Island Conservation Trust was founded by Ian Strange MBE in 1995 on his transfer of the sheep farm there. 

The Trust purchased the remaining northern section in 2006.
807 UN Document A/50/23 (Supp) dated January 1, 1996 cf. 2009 
808 UN Yearbook 1995
809 A partial interpretation. cf. November, 1985
810 A/AC.109/2033. Decolonization Committee resolutions are subsequently presented to the Fourth Committee for 

adoption by the General Assembly. No Decolonisation Committee Falklands resolution has been adopted by the General 
Assembly since 1988. See above

811 On a turnout of 58.8%, 73.6% voted against. 25.7% in favour.
812 The New York Times September 20, 1995
813 Penguin News September 20, 1995
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in all our interests and especially yours on the Falkland Islands. So, after 13 years, I thought it was 
right to resume contact at the highest levels, but that does not and will not change your right to be 
governed under the flag of your own choosing. That is beyond question and will remain so. The better 
relationship with Argentina cannot be at the expense of the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands. There’s 
been no change and no compromise in the British Government’s position. ... I agreed with President 
Menem to work towards a longer-term fisheries agreement, particularly to protect the stocks of 
squid.”814

September 23rd, an Argentine missile corvette, Granville, harasses seven fishing vessels in Falkland waters. 

The commander of Granville tells the, mostly Spanish, captains that they are fishing within Argentina's exclusive

economic zone, and orders them to leave the area. The captains' protest but comply. Britain lodges a formal 

protest with Buenos Aires following the incident.

“In what some commentators think might have been an attempt by dissident hard liners with the Argentine 

Navy to rock the diplomatic boat before the impending oil agreement, approximately eight fishing vessels 

licensed by the Government, were expelled from the Falkland islands Conservation Zone (FOCZ) by the 

Argentine Corvette Granville...” 815

September 27th, in New York, a joint-declaration between the UK and Argentina announces agreement on an 

approach to the exploration and exploitation of hydrocarbons (oil and gas) establishing a program of coordinated

activities and providing for the creation of six special cooperation areas. 816

Each country then issues its own statement concerning the joint-declaration; immediately revealing serious 

discrepancies between the two positions. 817

“What did the agreement amount to? First, the Argentine Government effectively withdrew its opposition to 

the bidding process; both sides agreed to cooperate to encourage offshore activities in the South West Atlantic. 

Secondly a Joint Argentine-British Commission was to be set up to further cooperation and to manage oil and 

gas developments in two 'areas of special cooperation', namely areas that straddled the demarcation line 

between Argentine and Falkland territorial waters. Unfortunately, the agreement did not explicitly address 

the question of royalties, that is payments of a percentage of the value of any oil or gas ultimately produced, 

payments quite distinct from rental for the concession areas and tax on corporate activities. The level of 

royalties is of crucial importance to bidders. In the bidding documents the rate of royalty to be paid to the 

Falkland Islands Government is nine per cent.” 818

“The co-operation envisaged by the Joint Declaration appears not to have got off to the most promising of 

starts. At the same time as the Joint Declaration was issued, Argentina made a statement in which it said that 

it would introduce non-discriminatory legislation to impose charges on national and foreign companies 

operating in the area subject to the dispute over sovereignty, and that the Joint Declaration should not be 

interpreted as an acceptance...” 819

814 A/AC.109/2048 quoting John Major's Christmas 1995 message to the Falklands
815 Penguin News September 27, 1995
816 Full Declaration here - https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2022/07/joint-declaration-of-september-27-1995-

offshore-activities-in-the-south-west-atlantic.pdf
817 See 2007
818 Britain, Argentina and the Islands: the Potential for a Solution Alastair Forsyth 1996 in Argentina: Foreign Relations 

and the New Foreign Policy Agenda Colin M. Lewis & Celia Szusterman (eds) 1996
819 Churchill 1997 p.470
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“… in New York, on September 27, 1995, a new "Joint Declaration" was signed between the foreign ministers of

Great Britain and Argentina, Guido Di Tella and Malcolm Rifkind to advance the "exploration and exploitation

of hydrocarbons" in the Southwest Atlantic. After reaffirming the well-known umbrella of sovereignty, he 

emphasizes that Georgia and Sandwich are excluded from this declaration, coinciding with British interests. 

This is so because England separated the jurisdiction of the Malvinas (giving autonomy to the Kelpers in their 

area) from Sandwich and Georgia under the direct jurisdiction of London. Malvinas has its "own government"

and it seeks to make them sustainable, and to put the kelpers as a sovereign party in the discussion with 

Argentina. While Georgia and Sandwich become territories directly administered from England. The 

declaration, by explicitly mentioning this, makes a new geopolitical concession to the British, since in 

Argentina the Malvinas, Georgias and Sandwich are part of a political unit that is the province of Tierra del 

Fuego. In other words, Argentine diplomacy once again accepts a status quo and a political geography of the 

occupier, thus following the acceptance in fact and law of economic negotiations between two sovereign states 

of which one (the English) exercises its sovereignty and makes it effective in the plane of the economy. … 

Ambassador Petrella clearly expressed the government's intentions, noting "satisfaction with the outcome of 

the meeting and demonstrating British interest in advancing an agreement on cooperation in oil matters"...”820

On the same day at the UN, Argentina's President addresses the General Assembly.

“... the dispute concerning sovereignty … has not yet been resolved. We will not cite yet again the 
numerous resolutions in which the General Assembly and the Decolonization Committee have 
categorically and repeatedly stated their position on this matter. Let me simply recall that all of these 
include a clear and direct appeal to the two countries involved – Argentina and the United Kingdom – 
to reach a negotiated settlement... This appeal ... remains unheeded....”

Exercising a right of reply, Britain's representative tells the Assembly; “... we have no doubt about Britain’s 

sovereignty over the Falkland Islands and other British dependencies in the South Atlantic, sovereignty which 

rests upon firm historical foundations...”

September 28th, Britain says that it does not accept that Argentina has any right to levy charges, and that; 

“HMG will be working with the Falkland Islands Government in the development of the forthcoming licensing 

round.” 821

“Argentina will turn a blind eye to participation in the Falklands oil licensing launch by Argentine companies 

as long as they pay a 3% levy, according to Mr. Guillermo Gonzalez, Argentina's principle negotiator in the 

recent joint talks on oil exploration. He was quoted in an article by David Pilling in the Financial Times, as 

saying that such participation was a "business decision".” 822

“There was a strong desire on the British side to reach an agreement. And it was no time for Argentina to be 

taking an apparently confrontational and intransigent position. Argentina was on a financial knife edge in the

difficult months that succeeded the Mexican financial collapse in December 1994 and badly needed to maintain

the confidence of the international financial community. The agreement when it emerged was far from precise.

... The agreement was generally welcomed, not least by the United States of America, the European Union, and

Chile, and the international financial community. The Joint Declaration was a turning point. If agreement had

not been reached, the improvement in relations might have suddenly reversed. We might have had a crisis on 

our hands.” 823

820 Caviasca 2018
821 Churchill 1997 p.470
822 Penguin News October 4, 1995
823 Forsyth 1996 in  Lewis & Szusterman (eds) 1996 op.cit.
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“The Joint Declaration established a programme of coordinated activities and provided for the creation of six 

special cooperation areas. At the same time, the Argentine Government issued another declaration stating, 

among other things, that the understanding was not to affect Argentina’s rights and that neither such 

understanding nor the implementation thereof involved could be interpreted as an acceptance of the pretended

British right to call for bids for the development of hydrocarbons in the maritime areas surrounding the 

Malvinas Islands. The British unilateral acts uninterruptedly performed since 1995 in spite of Argentina’s 

repeated protests led the Argentine Government to terminate the Joint Declaration, which was notified to the 

British Government on 27 March 2007. Terminated by Argentina.” 824

October 3rd, a seminar and presentation is held in London – with all major oil companies invited – during 

which the Falkland Islands Government announce the availability of, '... petroleum production licences.' 825

“Shell, Texaco, Elf, BHP Petroleum, Union Texas, Petro-Fina and British Gas were among the big names of the 

oil world who were represented at the opening session of the Falkland Islands Government Oil Licensing 

round... Any fear there might have been that no-one would show up on the day were soon dispelled as an 

estimated ninety to a hundred delegates, representing some forty oil companies arrived early for the 

meeting...” 826

October 5th, Argentina protests the announcement from the Falklands Government. 827

October 15th, the October 3rd seminar is repeated in Houston, Texas with more than 80 delegates attending.

October 23rd, in the UN Plaza Hotel in New York, Argentine President Carlos Menem and British Prime 

Minister John Major, with their respective Foreign Ministers, hold the first top-level meeting between the two 

government since 1982. 

After the meeting John Major tells the press; “At some stage we have to correct problems and disagreements 

that have occurred in the past and that is what we are seeking to do.  … I am trying to construct the 

circumstances where we have a normal relationship with Argentina and where the Falklands are never again 

under threat.” 

October 26th, Roy Hattersley MP, of the British Labour Party, writes in The Times newspaper: 

“The sight of John Major shaking hands with Argentine President Carlos Menem stirs mixed emotions. 
Of course it is right that old enemies should put differences behind them and hope for peace in the 
future. But Argentina is not an old enemy. It is a mere 13 years since our nations went to war over the 
sovereignty of the Falkland Islands, and though the fighting ended mercifully quickly, the issue at the 
heart of the conflict remains. … no wonder the Islanders are worried....

The Empire of which the Falklands was once the smallest collection of red dots – was rightly dissolved 
when the colonial people demanded freedom and independence. It was right to let India, Kenya and 
Singapore go. It must – on the same principle – be right to let the Falklands stay, and to underwrite the 
free choice with a cast iron guarantee … there was a time, not so long ago, when the Argentines 
believed that they could negotiate the annexation of the Falklands. They must not be allowed even the 
faintest hope of talking themselves into a victory which their armed forces could not win. 

824 Taken from the website of the Argentine Foreign Ministry in Australia May 16, 2020. See 
https://eaust.cancilleria.gob.ar/en/node/1248 

825 The London Gazette No. 54174. These consisted of 19 blocks to the north and south-east of the Falklands; the majority 
within the FICZ and all of them outside the joint development area.

826 Penguin News October 4, 1995
827 Bielsa 2010
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The freedom that the Islanders now enjoy was bought by the men who fought on Tumbledown and 
Goose Green … the dead and wounded from the fire-swept Galahad … If we now allowed the hotheads 
in Buenos Aires to doubt our resolution to preserve the freedom of the Islands, we would betray the men
and women who fought and died, as well as the South Atlantic families who want to remain British.” 

October 31st, at the UN, the General Assembly defer the question of the Falkland Islands for another year. 828

On the same day. eleven relatives of five Argentine airmen who died on June 7th, 1982, visit the cemetery on 

Pebble Island. A mass is celebrated in Spanish.

November 21st, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission meet in Buenos Aires. Both sides agree that fishing 

activity must be controlled in order to maintain Illex squid stocks.

“The meeting did not result in a long term agreement of the sort recently spoken about by Argentine President 

Carlos Menem. Mr. Barton agreed with the assessment of the writers of the ensuing joint statement that the 

atmosphere had been both "friendly and constructive". While in Buenos Aires, Mr. barton attended what he 

described as a preliminary discussion on the role of the Joint Commission on Oil Development, whose first 

formal meeting is now expected to be held in February.” 829

December 1st, Argentina ratifies United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea; whilst rejecting British 

sovereignty of the Falklands, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. 830

December 5th, the UN General Assembly adopt resolution 50/24 concerning ‘straddling and highly migratory 

fish stock.’ The resolution calls for the creation of regional fishing management organisations with the aim of 

conserving stocks. 831

December 14th, Thunnis, a fishing vessel, is arrested by the Falklands fisheries protection vessel, Cordella for 

illegally fishing off South Georgia. Her Panamanian registered owners are fined £1.8 million.

December 17th, two charter flights from Chile are denied permission to fly over Argentine airspace.

“An Aerovias DAP Falcon, which had hoped to arrive at MPA on Sunday to pick up a Japanese film crew, did 

not receive clearance to over-fly Argentine airspace until Monday. Also on Sunday, a three engined King Air 

executive jet, chartered by millionaire Mr. Michael Ashcroft, believed to be one of Britain's richest men, was 

refused clearance by the Argentine authorities for a direct flight from Santiago to MPA. Permission was 

refused again after the plane had flown to Punta Arenas and it finally arrived at 6.15 on Sunday evening, some

four hours later than planned, after being forced to avoid the problem by flying here via Cape Horn.” 832

An opinion poll in the Buenos Aires metropolitan area reveals that 76% of those interviewed believe President 

Menem's assertion that the Falkland islands will belong to Argentina by the year 2000.

Argentina Foreign Minister sends Christmas cards to 500 Falkland Islanders; containing a photograph of his 

grandchildren.

828 UN GA Decision 50/406
829 Penguin News November 29, 1995
830 cf. 1994 & 2016
831 The immediate implication was that Argentina would be obliged to form a regional organisation with its neighbours, 

including the Falklands Islands Government. Argentina’s Congress approved the resolution in law 25.290 in 2000 but 
the Executive have yet to ratify this law. See La problemática jurídica y política de la cuestión Malvinas Armando 
Daniel Abruza in Malvinas: Una Cause Regional Justa 2020 (CLACSO) pp.59-60

832 Penguin News December 20, 1995
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December 26th, the UK's Prime Minister, John major, sends a Christmas message to the Islanders via the BBC's

Calling the Falklands.

“This is the sixth message I have broadcast to the Falkland Islands. It gives me a chance to speak to 
you about recent events and to look at the year ahead. As you know, some two months ago. I held the 
first meeting with the president of Argentina since the 1982 invasion. Let me tell you why. It is because l 
want a stable and friendly relationship with Argentina. I am in no doubt that, that would be in all our 
interests and especially yours on the Falkland Islands. So, after 13 years. I thought it was right to 
resume contact at the highest levels but. that does not and will not change your right to be governed 
under the flag of your own choosing. That is beyond question and will remain so. The better 
relationship with Argentina cannot be at the expense of the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands. 

There’s been no change and no compromise in the British Government’s position. But, a more sensible 
relationship should produce benefits for all concerned and that has certainly been true over oil 
exploration. The launching last October of your licencing round opened a new vista for your economy. 
Thanks to the agreements reached with Argentina beforehand, the Falkland Islands have been able to 
invite companies to explore for oil unhindered by the threats of outside interference. And for similar 
reasons, 1 would like to see closer co-operation with Argentina over fisheries. 'The fishing industry is 
vital to your economy so it’s very important to improve conservation of the fishery resources that you 
share with Argentina. Fish, alas, pay no attention to national boundaries. I agreed with President 
Menem to work towards a longer term fisheries agreement, particularly to protect the stocks of squid. I 
hope that in the year ahead we will be able to achieve this because, if we can. it will be a encouraging 
step forward. ...”

1996 – in January, an air link is established with Santiago, connecting to a British Airways Flight to London; 

subsidised by the Falkland Islands Development Corporation. 

January 3rd, the Government of Argentina issue a press release that starts; “As we remember today the 163 

years since the time when the Argentine people and authorities were forced out of the Malvinas, ...”

January 4th, the Penguin News publishes a message from Argentine Foreign Minister, Guido di Tella. 

“Another year has  passed and I wish to share with you my assessment of the way in which the South 
Atlantic agenda has evolved in 1995. Let me start by expressing how satisfied I am that the Argentine 
and British Governments have managed to reach an understanding on hydrocarbons in the South West 
Atlantic. This has been achieved without any prejudice to the respective legal positions, and I am sure it
can only bring about benefits for everybody involved. Fisheries conservation is another substantive 
area which has shown further progress. ... Indeed. 1995 has proved to be a fruitful year. However, there 
remains one aspect which seems particularly at odds with the developments I mentioned above: a lack 
of direct trade, communications and transport links between the Islands and the main land. Such links 
would no doubt be of benefit to everybody concerned. … It remains very hard to understand why, after 
all the progress that has taken place, no substantial inroads have been achieved in this matter. 
Moreover, I am aware that there are many among you who would not mind having a moderate number 
of visitors to the Islands. … Finally, I would like to assure you  once again that we do care for your 
interests and that we do mind about your opinions. So, let us not act as though a fathomless gulf is 
keeping us apart. ...”  
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“… the Di Tella Management deployed the strategy of "seducing the kelpers", consisting of satisfying the 

wishes of the inhabitants of the islands and establishing a direct line with Puerto Argentino. And it included 

personal gestures from Chancellor Guido Di Tella himself, who for years sent Christmas gifts to the islanders 

(photos with his grandchildren, letters and the book "The Little Prince" as a message of friendship, among 

other objects that the Kelpers sent mostly back). The basic principle of the policy devised by Di Tella was to win

the sympathy of the islanders.” 833

“The policy of seduction of the islanders implemented by Guido Di Tella failed, since all attempts to ingratiate 

themselves with the islanders and approach them to gain their trust, had exactly the opposite effect. Sporadic 

New York encounters with the Falklands, dialogues via the BBC, correspondence sent, and interest in demining

the islands were unsuccessful. Other actions such as the sending of Christmas gifts provoked mockery and 

irony on the part of the islanders towards Minister Di Tella; and other ideas caused outrage such as the 

proposal for financial compensation in exchange for a recognition of Argentine sovereignty.” 834

January 8th, Richard Peter Ralph is sworn in as Governor; reaffirming, in a speech, the commitment of the UK 

to uphold the right of the Islanders' to choose which flag they would be governed under.

“In negotiations to date, the Menem administration has shown an excess of good will which has not been 

reciprocated by the UK. This has caused backward steps, such as an insistence that Argentina 'abandon her 

claims of sovereignty as a prerequisite for any rapprochement', to quote a recent statement by Richard Ralph, 

newly appointed British Governor of the islands.” 835

January 16th, the British Embassy in Buenos Aires, in an aide-mémoire, outlines the UK position in relation to 

the fisheries around South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands under the Convention on the Conservation 

of Antarctic Marine Living Resources; “... article IV of the Convention, and the so-called Chairman’s statement 

of 1980, recognize that parties to the Convention with islands within its area of application may exercise 

coastal state jurisdiction in respect of those islands...” 836

Mrs. Paula de Gall, daughter of the Argentine Foreign Minister Guido di Tella, visits the Falklands. 837

“Before leaving the Falklands on Saturday, Mrs Paula de Gall (33) had an interview with Patrick Watts of 

FIBS, which has been widely reported in the Argentine press and may not have been exactly what her father, 

currently in Britain meeting British counterpart, Malcolm Rifkind, would have wanted to hear. In the 

Argentine newspaper Clarin, under the headline, "Di Tella's daughter's controversial opinions on the 

Malvinas", Mrs de Gall is quoted as saying that the Islands seemed "incredibly British." The visit by the Gall 

family was not one that most Islanders may have approved of, but Mrs Gall's willingness to speak as she found

has caused many to consider it something of a public relations triumph for the Falklands. Councillor Sharon 

Halford was quoted in Clarin as saying that Chancellor Di Tella's policy had backfired if Mrs Gall was going to

tell her father about our extremely British way of life. …  Asked by Patrick Watts whether her father would be 

receptive to her comments about the Britishness of the Islands, Mrs de Gall said,"He's going to be receptive, but

I don’t think he is going to change his mind. I don't think he really knows what this is all about".” 838 

833 Pereyra & Argento 2016
834 Mastropierro 2020
835 Jose Octavio Bordon 1996 in Argentina: Foreign Relations and the New Foreign Policy Agenda Colin M. Lewis & 

Celia Szusterman (eds) 1996
836 Part of the Antarctic Treaty System, this came into force on April 7, 1982. It is not limited to the defined Antarctic area.
837 Apparently accompanied by Conrado Etchebarne Bullrich, the Foreign Minister's unofficial bag-man according to an 

article in Clarin of  March 9, 1998, reproduced in Penguin News March 13, 1998
838 Penguin News January 31, 1996
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“We scored with the recent visit of the daughter of the Argentine Foreign Minister and his grandchildren. She 

came on a Swiss passport and had a good time, left the Islands impressed by their Britishness and her polite 

treatment, and appears to have changed her view. According to reports, she thinks that her father is wrong 

and should think again.” 839

“Senora Gall spoke excellent English, was transparently honest and may well have embarrassed her father by 

admitting that the place was far more British than she had been led to believe.” 840

January 30th, Her Royal Highness, the Princess Royal, Princess Anne, visits the Falkland Islands.

Following two days of preparatory negotiations, Britain's Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind meets Argentine 

Minister di Tella. 

“This was secret diplomacy of a high order... On 30th January... at a meeting with di Tella at Carlton Gardens, 

he indicated that Argentina was interested in a condominium solution for the Falklands. I said that this would 

be unacceptable as it implied shared sovereignty. He then indicated that, as part of their proposals, they might 

wish to advocate the decolonisation of the Islands, which would make them virtually independent while still 

having an ongoing defence Treaty with the United Kingdom. This was potentially more interesting if it would 

have enabled the Argentinians to withdraw their claim to the islands without too much loss of face…” 841

Rifkind speaks to the British Prime Minister, John Major.

“We were both very sceptical but I was given authority to continue seeing di Tella and encouraging him 

to be more forthcoming. I was due to be in Brazil in April 1996 and agreed with di Tella that I would 

meet him on the Argentine side of the magnificent Iguazu Falls, which marked the border between 

Argentina and Brazil.” 842

February 1st, Andres Cisneros, a Secretary of the Argentine Foreign Ministry, addresses an Institute of 

Latin American Studies conference, in London. 843

“A few words about our relationship with Great Britain. It is important to remember that the Malvinas 
is a sensitive issue for Argentines. Hence we must not allow a 'Malvinisation' of our foreign policy. We 
have an historic claim to the islands that we shall not waive. No Argentine government will abandon 
this claim. However, public opinion is fully aware that the main interest of Argentina, at this moment in 
our history, is economic partnership with our neighbours and membership of the global market. Yet the 
'Malvinas paradox' exists. We have already seen how, for more than fifty years, one of our mistakes was
to justify our isolation by the alleged or exaggerated existence of external hostilities. The suspicion was
that imperialism or multinational companies had targeted Argentina and were responsible for our long 
decline. The general acceptance of this conspiracy theory freed us from the need to investigate whether
or not our problems might be due to our own mistakes. The government of President Menem is 
confronting this attitude. We must regard the world as a place of opportunities and not as a source of 
hostility. The Malvinas paradox encapsulates this position of' confrontation with a world that does not 
understand us. The Malvinas issue was the perfect symbol of a bad relationship with the world at large.
Nevertheless, since 1833 six generations of Argentines have recognised the situation for what it is – an 
illegal and violent dispossession of national territory that lacks moral justification. Hence our claim 

839 Falklands Councillor John Birmingham, interviewed in Falkland Islands Newsletter July 1996 no.66
840 Gurr 2011
841 Power and Pragmatism Malcolm Rifkind 2016
842 Ibid.
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has not wavered for a century and a half. Foreign aggression is unjustified but, as in the case of 
Malvinas, was real. And the consequences of that aggression still persist. Argentine governments of all 
persuasions – civilian and military – have attempted to find a solution to this continuing and painful- 
aspect of our relationship with Great Britain. We still await a reply from Britain.”

February 27th, responding to Britain's January 16th aide-mémoire, Argentina asserts that the; “... only rules 

applicable to the utilization of Antarctic marine living resources in the area adjacent to South Georgia and the 

South Sandwich Islands are those laid down in the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living 

Resources and such rules adopted by the Commission ... as are currently in force.”

February 20th, a first meeting of the South-West Atlantic Hydrocarbons Commission is held at Buenos Aires, 

under the sovereignty umbrella.

“The meeting took place in a constructive and cordial atmosphere, and both delegations expressed their
confidence that cooperation on hydrocarbons in the south-west Atlantic would facilitate the economic 
development of the region, taking into special consideration the protection of the marine 
environment.”844

March 4th, stories circulate in the Buenos Airean press that two Argentine flagged fishing vessels have been 

stopped by the Royal Navy in South Georgia waters and forced to purchase fishing licences. In Buenos Aires, 

Argentina's Foreign Minister presents a note verbale to the British Embassy complaining; “... against this action 

by Great Britain and condemns it as contrary to the Convention and general international law. It should be 

noted that action of this kind can give rise to international liability. …” 845

March 5th, Antonio Lorenzo, a Chilean fishing vessel owned by Pesquera Concar SA, is caught fishing without a 

licence in the waters of South Georgia.

“Concerns expressed by members of the Falkland Islands fishing industry, that the case of the fined Chilean 

vessel, Antonio Lorenzo may have an unhelpful effect on relations between Chilean and Falkland Island 

companies, were described as being unfounded … The fishing vessel prompting the concerns, was charged with

fishing illegally in South Georgia waters and tried in the Falkland Islands, and has since become a problem for

the Chilean Government due to the owner's refusal to pay the ￡367,000 fine and the subsequent handing over 

of all documentation pertaining to the case to the Government. The refusal to pay, by Concur 5/1, came as a 

result of the company's non-recognition of South Georgia's jurisdiction in the 200 mile limit imposed around 

the Islands, a stance urged by the Chilean Government.” 846

March 14th, Argentina addresses a complaint to the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine 

Living Resources (CCAMLR).

“The unlawful detention of a fishing vessel of Chilean registry, the Antonio Lorenzo, ... while it was 
engaged in fishing operations under the Convention … and its subsequent escort to the Malvinas 
Islands, have had consequences that are prejudicial to the Convention and to the international system of
scientific observation established thereunder. The Argentine Republic is informed that the CCAMLR 
international scientific observer designated by it for the purpose of performing tasks aboard the above-
mentioned Chilean vessel has been taken to the Malvinas Islands, where he is deprived of his freedom of
movement inasmuch as he is not allowed to leave the vessel, and his ability to communicate is severely 

844 Joint-statement quoted in A/Ac.109/2048
845 The rumours were untrue. A US chartered vessel, Antarctic III, registered in Buenos Aires, had received some advice 

from the Falklands fisheries protection officers and had then purchased a licence.
846 Penguin News July 31, 1996
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restricted. The Argentine Republic wishes to point out that actions of this kind contravene the letter and 
the spirit of the Convention,...” 847

A population census reveals that there are 2,564 people on the Falklands, excluding military personnel and their 

families, but including 483 otherwise present in connection with the military garrison. 848

In April, Jeremy Dixon of British Atlantic Airways tells Penguin News that the Ministry of Defence have turned 

down his company's offer to run the air bridge from the Falklands to the UK. 849

April 13th, the Foreign Ministers of the UK and Argentina meet in Iguazu, Argentina; the first time that a British

Foreign Secretary has been on Argentine soil since 1982. After the talks, a brief statement is made.

“Both parties agreed to hold consultations on South Georgia fisheries ... concerning the interpretation 
and application of the Convention. Both parties expressed their political will to resume conversations 
on a fisheries agreement for the longer term, putting emphasis on conservation.”

“Regarding the difficulty over South Georgia, Rifkind said, "We have had to make it clear that there could be 

no discrimination either for or against Argentina compared with other countries in the South Atlantic – that 

any country that wanted to fish in the South Georgia fisheries had to apply for a licence, and that licence is for 

conservation reasons". On the whole Rifkind felt that South Georgia was no longer seen as a source of friction 

or fundamental tension.” 850

April 17th, in New York, Foreign Minister Guido di Tella complains to the UN's Secretary-General regarding 

enforcement of fishing licences against Argentine trawlers off the coast of South Georgia by the UK.

“This morning the Secretary-General received the visit of the Foreign Minister of Argentina, Guido di 
Tella. The Foreign Minister informed the Secretary-General about the recent incidents in South Atlantic
waters resulting from the United Kingdom’s decision to enforce the collection of licence fees on 
Argentine trawlers fishing off the coast of South Georgia, south-east of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).
The Foreign Minister told the Secretary-General that he had already met twice with the Foreign 
Minister of the United Kingdom, Malcolm Rifkind, and that a settlement of the dispute over the question
of licence fees had been in progress. The Foreign Minister indicated his concern that the overall 
fragility of the situation might lead to renewed tensions. The Secretary-General expressed his hope that 
both Governments would continue with their dialogue for a peaceful settlement of all their differences 
in the area of the Falkland Islands.” 851

“According to the Argentine newspaper Clarin on April 18, the agreement of Malcolm Rifkind to negotiate the 

South Georgia issue within the context of the Convention of Marine Living Antarctic Resources (CAMELAR) 

"took the wind out of Di Tella's sails in New York". … According to the same Clarin report, information from 

UN diplomatic sources has led to fear in Buenos Aires that growing calls from within the Decolonization 

Committee that the Islanders right to self-determination should be referred to in the resolution might finally be

given formal expression.” 852

847 Argentina reacted, it would seem, having failed to have identified any Argentine fishing vessels detained for illegal 
fishing. However, the CCAMLR observer on board Antonio Lorenzo was an Argentine national.

848 See https://nationalarchives.gov.fk/jdownloads/People/Census Information Early Settlers/Report of Census 1996.pdf
849 Falkland Islands Newsletter July 1996 no.66. The reason given was that the MOD wished to maintain the link for 

strategic purposes.
850 Penguin News April 17, 1996
851 SG/SM/5962
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May 8th, the UK writes to the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources.

“The arrest of the vessel (Antonio Lorenzo) did not infringe in any way the rights of the CCAMLR 
scientific observer who was on board at the time. The presence of such an observer affords no immunity 
to the vessel in respect of infringements of the Convention conservation measures or national legislation
enforcing them. In view of the immigration regulations, the observer in question was asked whether he 
wished to leave the Falkland Islands by air or remain on board the vessel until it sailed. The United 
Kingdom kept the Argentine Government in touch with developments. The observer chose to remain on 
the vessel. During that time he was free to communicate by any means available to him.” 853

May 14th, in the UK, the Guardian newspaper reports on the visit of a British veteran to Argentina. Ken 

Lukowiak, an ex-paratrooper, was forced to flee Argentina after being besieged in a restaurant by mothers of 

some of the sailors who died when ARA General Belgrano was sunk in 1982.

“Lukowiak's book entitled 'A Soldier's Song gives a no-holds barred and very personal account of his service 

with 2 Para in the Falklands War. It was published in Britain in 1993, but has just been released in Argentina, 

where his description of shooting an Argentine soldier shortly after the cease-fire was declared, has led the 

Argentine veterans' association to call on Sunday for the General Prosecutor to charge Mr Lukowiak with war 

crimes.” 854

May 24th, interviewed on Falklands radio, Governor Richard Ralph confirms that there is no foundation to 

Argentine press stories of a rift between Falklands Councillors and the British Government regarding a reference 

to independence in a recently published policy document – The Future for the Falkland Islands.

“The real issue at stake, he said, was whether a reference to the Falkland Islanders' right to self-determination 

would at last become part of the formal motion before the United Nations Decolonisation Committee. All the 

rest was "media hype" designed to obscure the issue and defeat this legitimate aspiration, which the British 

Government fully supported.” 855

July 1st – 3rd, bidding opens for Falklands oil licenses.

“A heavy blend of hype from the press and hope from FIG and would-be investors accompanied the run-up to 

the opening of bidding in the Falkland Islands first oil licensing round this week... Bidding in this first Falkland

islands oil licensing round will now close on Wednesday July 3rd 1996, at 5pm London time according to an 

FIG spokesperson at the Stanley Secretariat.” 856

“When the bidding stopped … the government had received applications on ten tranches, just over half the area

on offer and the equivalent of approximately sixty-eight North Sea blocks. Bidding came from fourteen 

companies in six consortia, representing in all some ten countries, including the USA, Italy, Holland, Japan, 

Belgium, Argentina, UK and, of course, the Falkland Islands. … The bids for licenses will now be evaluated...”857

“The bids dropped through the letterbox at Falklands House in London. There were a few more than we had 

anticipated, but the spread of interest was such that my theory of geologists always reaching different 

conclusions was sorely tried. Almost all the bidders wanted the two tranches at the north of our northern 

blocks.”  858

853 A/Ac.109/2048
854 Penguin News May 15, 1996. See August 1992
855 Penguin News May 29, 1996
856 Penguin News July 3, 1996
857 Penguin News July 10, 1996
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Argentine newspapers report a change of attitude towards the Falkland Islanders by Argentina Foreign Ministry.

“An article in the Buenos Aires newspaper Clarin entitled "Farewell To Seduction", claims that Argentina’s 

Foreign Minister, Guido di Telia, has promised to harden his country's position after spending six fruitless 

years "trying to seduce the Kelpers". The article goes on, "From now on unilateral goodwill gestures are over 

and hard bargaining begins". Di Telia intends to negotiate a long-term fishing agreement in the South Atlantic

in exchange for a renewal of communications between the Falkland Islands and Argentina. The article also 

claims that, whilst in New York to attend a meeting of a UN body discussing the sovereignty issue, Di Telia has 

welcomed an about-turn made by Papua-New Guinea. Last year they had threatened to present 'the Kelpers' 

claim; now Papua-New Guinea have stated they will cosponsor a draft resolution by Chile, Cuba and 

Venezuela asking Argentina and Britain to renew sovereignty negotiations without accepting the Kelpers' 

alleged right to self-determination.” 859

July 22nd, at the UN, the Special Committee on Decolonization considers the Falklands during its annual 

meeting. Councillors Eric Goss and Richard Stevens represent the Falkland Islands people. Petitioners Luis 

Gustavo Vernet, Ricardo Ancell Patterson and Alexandro Betts speak for Argentina. 

Argentina's Foreign Minister , Guido di Tella, also addresses the meeting.

“It has been precisely defined that, regarding the Malvinas Islands issue, there is, in the first place, a 
sovereignty controversy over the Territory. In the second place, that in this controversy, from the legal 
point of view, there are only two parties: Argentina and the United Kingdom... which discards the 
possibility of applying the right to self-determination, in this case....” 860

Chile introduces a draft-resolution which is adopted without a vote. 861

“At the meeting, the Committee adopted a resolution reiterating its view that the way to end the dispute 
over sovereignty between Argentina and the United Kingdom was through a peaceful and negotiated 
settlement. The Committee requested those two Governments to resume negotiations...” 862

“…  councillor Norma Edwards declared herself disappointed but not surprised at the conclusion of the United 

Nations Decolonisation Committee earlier this month. The meeting, which took place on July 22, and was 

attended by Councillors Stevens and Goss, resulted in the member countries agreeing a resolution urging that 

Britain and Argentina resume talks regarding the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands. The resolution was 

passed despite the earlier support for the Islands given by Ambassador Soman a (Chairman of the Committee 

of 24, and Papua New Guinea's Ambassador to the United Nations) at the Pacific Regional Seminar attended 

by Mrs Edwards in June. At that meeting, Ambassador Somana agreed to put forward, at the next meeting, 

the recommendation to amend the annual motion to include the recognition of Islanders rights to self 

determination'. This did not occur and Papua New Guinea supported the resolution to urge the resumption of 

talks. Amongst the possible reasons suggested for the change of attitude, Mrs Edwards drew attention to the 

claim that Papua New Guinea is presently resisting the attempt at gaining independence from themselves by 

the 100,000 strong Buka tribe on Bougainville Island. The Bukas are trying to make their own case for self 

determination at the United Nations. Councillor Edwards said the constant lobbying by Argentina since the 

859 Penguin News July 24, 1996. There is no information available as to what, or how much, Papua New Guinea's change 
of heart cost Argentina.
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June meeting must have had the desired effect and suggested the way forward for the Islands, with regard to 

countering such lobbying, may be to invite representatives of member countries to the Falkland Islands to see 

our way of life for themselves.” 863

August 5th, bidders for Falklands oil licences commence their presentations and interviews.

“Chief Executive, Mr Andrew Gurr, will... chair the next stage in the allocation of oil licences. He will head a 

panel formed to interview the six consortia who have already applied for licences in the Falklands oil round. … 

Preparation, interviews and reviews, said Mr. Gurr, will take five weeks...” 864

August 28th, the Penguin News reports:

“The Argentine newspaper La Prensa recently carried a wide ranging interview with HE the Governor in 

which he "puts across succinctly Her Majesty's Government's views on a number of Falklands-related 

subjects". The interview was conducted by Graham Bound and Harold Briley, and in response to to questions 

the Governor was reported as saying, "The outcome of the Committee of Twenty-Four meeting had been 

disappointing in its failure to recognise the Islanders' right to self-determination. The Falkland Islands 

Government would probably continue to participate in the annual Committee of Twenty-Four exercise, but 

only after evaluation of this year's result. Her Majesty's Government regarded the Committee of Twenty-Four 

as an anachronism. He went on to say, "Britain hoped that relations with Argentina would not deteriorate as a

result of the supposed hardening of di Tella's South Atlantic policy. Much had been achieved in recent years on 

fish and oil, but Argentine nationals would not be able to enter the Falklands on Argentine passports as long as

their country maintained its claim to Falklands sovereignty. Menem's claims about the year 2000 did not 

help"...” 865

September 22nd, during its opening session, Guido di Tella gives a speech to the UN's General Assembly. 

“It is incomprehensible that while Argentina and the United Kingdom have overcome the sorrow and 
have left behind their mutual disagreements and distrust and built up a harmonious and constructive 
relationship … they have not so far been able to comply with the resolutions of the General Assembly 
and of the Decolonization Committee and to progress in the dialogue towards a definitive solution to 
this dispute. We have not even been able to sit down together around a table to talk, even if only to 
express our disagreement.”

September 23rd, the UK responds to Di Tella's UN comments.

“In the Falkland Islands we must heed the wishes of the people. Many families trace their ancestry in 
the Falklands back for five or six generations... they have stated their belief in their right to self-
determination to live under a government of their choice and, ... they have reiterated their view that they
do not want to be part of Argentina.”

October 25th, the General Assembly defers consideration of the question of the Falklands for another year. 866

October 30th, Argentine newspapers report that British diplomats have twice warned that the YPF/British Gas 

bid for oil tranches north of the Falklands are considered to have been badly drawn up, and that it was not 

sufficient to apply for only 2 blocks. Clarin describes this as a “setback” for Minister Di Tella.

863 Penguin News July 31, 1996
864 Penguin News July 24, 1996
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866 UN GA Decision 51/407. cf. 1989
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Seven production licences, covering 12,000 square kilometres, are awarded to 14 oil companies as a result of a 

competitive bidding round. Argentine oil company YPF, with its partner British Gas, is not awarded a licence for 

“technical reasons.” Nells Leon, head of YPF issues a statement saying that the rejection of the YPF/British Gas 

bid was; “.. a commercial question, and not an act of discrimination against Argentina.”

“And as the dust slowly settles after the first licencing round, … The initial surprise for many was. perhaps, the 

revelation that the award of the first exploration licences will not signal the beginning of an on-going cash 

bonanza for the Islands. Indeed, with the costs of administration and ’buying’ in expertise to help monitor the 

activities of the operating companies our newly formed Department of Oil is expected to lose, rather than 

make, money in the early years. … Oil Director, Phyllis Rendell. does not believe the exploration phase is a 

passport to a speedy fortune for anyone. … She is particularly concerned about published information. "One of 

Government's difficulties." she said, "is in ensuring the public are not misinformed. We have to remember we 

are still dealing with a hypothetical situation. and will be until and unless hydrocarbons are discovered." 

Phyllis went on to reiterate the present Council's stated backing of the plan to make contributions to Britain to 

help defray the cost of defending the Falklands. This will only happen once sufficient financial collateral exists 

to ensure the Islands can afford the gesture.”  867

“The points system produced a clear result but there were political problems attached. One of the consortia had

consisted of British Gas and the Argentine company YPF. For technical reasons, that particular bid did not 

score as many points as the competition in the tranches they wanted. Yet, we would dearly have liked the 

Argentines to be involved from the stability point of view. We were stuck with our own rules. … For the sake of 

consistency, we had to deny Argentine involvement.” 868

November 13th, an announcement is made in the House of Lords by the Government's spokesman.

“... about 4,300 landmines have been cleared since the end of hostilities in the Falklands. We believe 
that there are still around 26,000 landmines in nearly 120 separate minefields, covering some 20 square
kilometres of ground... There is currently an eight-strong team in the Falklands spending half their time 
on minefield inspections, repairing fences around them and disposing of landmines. The cost of 
personnel for this team is £176,000 per year. ... there are many quite major difficulties associated with 
mine clearance. But, principally because of the difficulties involved in detecting the mines, many of 
which are plastic, and the dangers to the personnel involved, a decision was made to cease the 
clearance operations in 1984 and to mark the minefields clearly instead. The Government and the 
Falkland islanders welcomed the offer first made in December 1993 by the Argentines to pay a third 
party to de-mine the Falklands. We are looking forward to discussing the next steps with the Argentines 
and with the United States, who have agreed to manage the project should a practical way forward be 
agreed. We hope that it can. … I believe that the Argentines have been as helpful as they can be. 
However, the problem has been a distinct lack of detailed records. We know the approximate area of the 
minefields and they have been fenced off, but we have very little precise knowledge of where the mines 
were laid.” 869

November 20th, the 11th meeting of the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission commences in Buenos Aires.

In December, visiting Labour Party MP, Tony Lloyd, tells Islanders that if his party were to win the next 

General Election, they would be prepared to talk to Argentina about the Falkland Islands. 

867 Tony Burnett in Penguin News November 13, 1996
868 Gurr 2011
869 Earl Howe in Hansard November 13, 1996 cc936-937
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“Talks, he said, "are in the interests of Britain. the Islanders and the Argentinians, and on that basis we will 

continue to have a meaningful dialogue." Mr Lloyd was outspoken in his support of closer contacts between the

Falklands and Argentina saying, "I do believe that there should be a normalization of relations," but he denied 

that a Labour Government would attempt to set up an air-link between the Islands and Argentina. He noted 

however, that, "It's a matter of physical geography that the closest landing point is in Argentina." Mr Lloyd 

described the present FIG stipulation which bans Argentine passport holders entering the Islands as. "an 

absurd anomaly," saying that tourism to the Islands would improve if the ban was lifted. He urged Islanders 

to, "look at the circumstances under which Argentinians visit the Islands., because in the end it is bizarre that 

the geographically closest neighbour to the Islands has such a disastrous relationship."...” 870

December 10th, the South-West Atlantic Hydrocarbons Commission meet in London. A decision is made to 

pursue the issue of licences for seismic exploration in the Special Cooperation Area that straddles the border 

between British and Argentine territory. 871 Target date is set for December, 1997.

In a Christmas Message, the British Prime Minister sends assurances to the Islanders; “Our developing 

relationship with Argentina will not be at the expense of Britain's unchanging commitment to the Falkland 

Islands…” Argentina's Foreign Minister, sends a book – The Little Prince – about a boy who lives on a planet no 

larger than a house.

1997 – January 2nd, Britain's Secretary of State for Defence, Michael Portillo, visits the Falklands. He assures 

the Islanders that the UK is not prepared to discuss sovereignty. 872

“..."It was important", suggested the Minister, that the Islands and Britain, "arrive at an agreement about 

what would happen in the event of oil being found". It would be easier, he felt, to arrive at a formula now, 

before exploration began, because later on, "focus would change and emotions would be running high". While 

the Islands Government are suggesting a contribution relating to defence, said the Minister, the British 

Government would prefer a formula which, "should bear some relationship to the size the oil reserves turn out 

to be and how much revenue it generates". 873

January 3rd, Argentina issues its annual claim in commemoration of the events of 1833, starting; “On the 164th 

anniversary of this illegal and illegitimate occupation,..”

January 10th, Falkland Island Councillors Halford and Summers arrive at a secret meeting at Chevening in 

Kent. They have been led to believe that an Argentine delegation will propose that Argentina's Falklands claim 

will be dropped once and for all. Leading the British contingent is Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind and 

Falklands Governor Ralph. Foreign Minister Guido di Tella heads the Argentine delegation, which includes 

Ambassador to the UN,  Fernando Petrella, Ambassador to London, Rogelio Pferter, and the Foreign Policy 

Under-Secretary, Alberto Daverade. Also two legal advisers. 

“Councillor Summers commented. "it was my understanding that we want a complete renunciation of 

Argentina's claim and a normalisation of relations with that country' "In view of this," he said, it would have 

been irresponsible to refuse to attend a meeting where Argentina appeared to be  offering exactly that.” 874

“The substance of their proposals was that the Falkland Islands should become self-governing rather than a 

British colony. They suggested that while there would be a British ‘Lieutenant Governor’, there would also be 

870 Penguin News December 4, 1996. Britain's Labour Party promptly sent messages of reassurance to Falklands 
Councillors that sovereignty would never be discussed.
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an Argentine ‘Vice-Governor’ and that they should be allowed to fly the Argentine flag in several places on the 

islands. They felt that they were unable to remove from their Constitution their claim to the islands, but it 

might be possible to say that it had been ‘superseded’. I made it clear, in very blunt terms, that if their 

Constitution retained their claim to the islands we were wasting our time. Di Tella did not seem surprised and 

said that he would report our view to his President. By the end of the day it was agreed that we would prepare 

our draft text of a possible agreement and that they might produce theirs.” 875

“Guido di Tella hesitated, but one of his officials refused to sign and had an argument with his boss.” 876

January 11th, talks at Chevening continue. 

“The following day di Tella said that our text was unacceptable. I said that we needed to see their alternative. 

We knew di Tella’s officials were unhappy about the talks and were worried that their personal positions 

might be compromised if it emerged back home that they had been party to talks about ending the Argentinian 

claim to the islands. I made it clear to di Tella that we could not proceed further unless there was an 

Argentinian paper before us with their proposals. They were reluctant to put anything on paper, but that was 

too bad. Di Tella agreed to produce a draft. At 5.30pm on Saturday, di Tella asked to see me alone. We went to 

the Tapestry Room and he handed to me their draft. What happened next was pure farce. Di Tella 

acknowledged that at least four passages in their text would be completely unacceptable to the United 

Kingdom and to the Islanders. He then identified them for me. They all referred to Argentinian sovereignty of 

the islands, Argentine responsibility for the Falklands’ external affairs and the like. Di Tella said that they had 

been included to protect him and his colleagues in case the document leaked. He expected me to reject them and

when I did no further reference would be made to them.” 877

A review of the rest of the proposals by the Foreign Secretary and Island Councillors leads to an agreement that  

it is “hopeless.” Councillors Sharon Halford and Mike Summers withdraw.

“On leaving, one Falklander gave di Tella a photograph of her home, saying it was the "only part of the 

Falklands he was going to get." A picture tells a thousand words.” 878

“… interesting times; a lot of preparatory work led up to the meeting at Chevening. Not sure we believed there 

would be a proposal to drop the claim, but Councillors agreed there had been enough substance to make a 

meeting worth a try. There seemed to be three sides; us on one, the Argentine delegation on the other, and Di 

Tella in the middle trying to find mechanisms that would in effect give up the claim, but provide enough 
"window dressing" (his words) to persuade Argentines that he had not. Clearly it did not work” 879

January 12th, the supposedly secret meeting is reported in Argentine newspapers.

“The meeting got huge publicity in Argentina ... But, the original Argentine offer to cede its sovereignty claim 

was never mentioned at all. Instead it was described in Argentina's popular press as if British sovereignty 

were under discussion, as marking the end of the sovereignty "umbrella" agreement and as establishing a 

precedent for sovereignty discussions … The meeting went completely unreported in Britain.” 880

Argentina's press suggest that the Chevening talks have set a precedent for Argentina to discuss sovereignty. 

875 Power and Pragmatism M. Rifkind 2016
876 Falklands: reserved negotiations and attempts by Argentina and the United Kingdom to reach an agreement Juan 

Bautista Yofre in Infobae December 9, 2019
877 Rifkind 2016.
878 Rifkind quoted in The Evening Standard July 21, 2016
879 In conversation with Councillor Mike Summers July 25, 2016
880 Falkland Islands Newsletter February, 1997
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On his return to Buenos Aires, Guido di Tella is quoted.

“After the change of Government in Britain, I will let some time elapse and then I will knock on the new
Foreign Secretary's door to insist on the same: sovereignty.” 

When told that the Labour Party are saying that they will not discuss sovereignty, Di Tella responds; “That is 

what they say before elections.”

January 22nd, fifteen next-of-kin visit the Argentine Military Cemetery at Fish Creek.

“It is an out-of-the-way place. A special track from the Mount Pleasant to Darwin Road, itself only a larger 

track, brings one to an area that is effectively hidden from any nearby vantage point. The view is only of the 

gentle rolling whitegrass slopes and the white fenced cemetery.” 881

January 27th, Britain's Ambassador to Argentina, William Mardsen, telephones the Argentine Ambassador in 

Switzerland, Guillermo González. Mardsen informs González that he has not informed the British Foreign 

Secretary of the call but wonders if there is any way to move the failure at Chevening forward. He mentions a 

rumour that there had been another document that Argentina had not presented to Rifkind. González tells the 

British Ambassador that there had been a proposal to 'freeze' the dispute for a period of time.

“WM: Should we expect a document on freezing? 

GG: I don't know, you're the one who said he had no chance (…) on this basis there is no room for more
conversations. I do not see the use of a new document. You are not helping your friends and you are not 
serving the interests of your country well.

WM: Has Guido Di Tella been shaken by the lack of results in Chevening? 

GG: Well, he's not eternal and you're certainly not helping. He needs an achievement, something we 
can call a success, his personal success. He plans to go to the islands (with his Italian passport). He is 
ready to limit his pious presence in the Argentine cemetery or, if allowed, could continue his pilgrimage 
to Stanley and even the Council to explain live the Argentine position. 

WM: It's a difficult time. I do not see it possible. I strongly recommend that you do not.” 882

January 28th, González informs Guido di Tella of his telephone conversation with Mardsen. They conclude that 

the British Ambassador would not have acted without authorisation from Foreign Secretary Rifkind.

January 30th, Ambassador González is contacted by di Tella. 

“On this occasion, the Argentine Foreign Minister told him that he had spoken by telephone with Malcolm 

Rifkind and that the conversation had "the convenience of a confidential meeting between the two." The British

Foreign Minister asked di Tella what new ideas he was thinking and the answer was that it would be a 

"variation of the freeze, designed to last forever." Both ministers agree that González and Madsen talk again 

personally.” 883

Foreign Office representative Tony Longrigg visits Stanley.

“On the subject of oil revenue. Mr Longrigg was adamant that it was not the British Government's intention to 

pressurise the Islands' council into quickly reaching a deal However, he added, it would be easier to reach an 

881 Gurr 2011
882 Falklands: reserved negotiations and attempts by Argentina and the United Kingdom to reach an agreement Juan 

Bautista Yofre in Infobae December 9, 2019. 
883 Ibid. There appear to have been further conversations between Mardsen and González, but with no particular result. 
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agreement before oil was discovered and without the added pressure of the press interest which would result if 

oil was already in sight. Not to reach an "agreement in principle," before the discovery of oil could, said Mr 

Longrigg, result in a great deal of friction later on. Suggesting that it was easier to reach  an agreement 

without the emotion which would be caused by the presence of actual revenue.” 884

February 20th, a further fifteen Argentine next-of-kin visit the Military Cemetery at Fish Creek.

“The fifteen relatives, mainly consisting of brothers and sisters of the deceased soldiers, were taken, as before, 

to Darwin Lodge, accompanied by two Falkland Islands Government representatives. The programme 

included a visit to the cemetery on the 20th, one night spent in Darwin Lodge, and a second visit to the 

cemetery' the following morning.” 885

March 7th, an Argentine delegation in the UK seeking oil business contacts in Aberdeen, present themselves at 

Falkland House in London. The delegation consists of Jorge Gomez of the Argentine Embassy in London, Jose 

Corchuelo Blasco, the National Deputy for Chubut, Dr. Marcelo Guile, Mayor of Comodoro Rivadavia, and their 

advisors. 886

April 2nd, the South Atlantic Medal Association (SAMA) is formed for all members of the armed forces who 

fought in the Falklands War; the next-of-kin of those that died and the Falkland Islanders. 

“The South Atlantic Medal was awarded by Her Majesty’s Government to all those who took part in the fight 

for liberation of the Falkland Islands and South Georgia in 1982. The main focus of SAMA 82 is to maintain 

and promote a sense of comradeship amongst all veterans of the South Atlantic campaign, as well as re-

establishing and strengthening links with Falkland Islanders. The Falkland Islands Government agreed to 

fund the cost of Islanders membership to the Association. SAMA 82 will build and develop contact with other 

organisations involved in the welfare of the armed forces.” 887

April 3rd, the British Embassy in Buenos Aires informs the Falklands' Governor of a proposal by Argentine 

Parliamentarians to visit the Islands in order to pay homage to the dead at the Military cemetery at Fish Creek.

April 8th, on the 15th anniversary of its sailing, Margaret Thatcher makes a speech aboard HMS Canberra.

“Some of the world was astonished. It also had an effect on East-West relations. I remember a Russian 
General coming to see me and saying, "... we Soviets never thought you would go to fight. And if you 
did go we thought you would lose." Diplomacy was clearly not his strong suit. It wasn't mine either. I 
said rather tartly "Britain doesn't lose."...”

Argentine Defence Minister Jorge Dominguez speaks to Jane's Defence Weekly.

“The transfer of the Malvinas Islands to Argentina through diplomatic means will be assured by the 
outcome of the election in the United Kingdom next week.” 

Robin Cook of the Labour Party responds in the Sun newspaper.

“We have never made this promise, and we never would.” 888

May 1st, following a UK General Election, a Labour Party government takes power, led by Tony Blair.

884 Penguin News February 14, 1997
885 Penguin News February 21, 1997
886 They were allowed a meeting with Representative Sukey Cameron, but I can find no record of what was discussed.
887 Falkland Focus September 1997
888 However, see comments by Labour's MP George Foulkes May, 1987 & September, 1989
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“In a letter to the new Prime Minister, the Islands' councillors congratulated Mr Blair on his momentous 

victory. saying "We look forward to working with your government, and extend our good wishes for your 

period in office."..” 889

May 6th, Minister Dominguez speaks to journalists about the election of a left of center administration in 

Britain; “(This has) prompted great expectations among Argentine officials concerning the possibility that 

London may agree to begin talks about the sovereignty of the Malvinas Islands.”

May 8th, in La Nacion, Foreign Minister Guido di Tella is reported as claiming that the Argentine flag will fly 

over the Falklands by the year 2000, albeit possibly as part of a joint sovereignty arrangement. 

“Although the British said No, that opens vast possibilities.”

May 29th, in the UK, Peter Westmacott, Director (Americas) for the Foreign Office, is reported as saying;  

“...increased contacts between Argentina and the Falkland islands … should be those which are in the interests 

of the islands, such as oil and fishing... it is for the  Falkland islands Government to prescribe. … On the issue of

oil revenue, Mr. Westmacott hoped that councillors would be able to meet with representatives of the British 

Government in the next few months to discuss how they could reach an agreement with which both parties 

were happy. … However, an agreement of some sort was, he felt, needed, as he did not wish to see the 

symbiotic relationship of the Islands and Britain upset by this issue.” 890

In June, Minister di Tella is quoted in the press.

“We are fully aware that no British government will ever take a substantive decision on this issue 
without the approval of the islanders. The islanders have acquired a de facto veto. It's them we have to 
convince.“

“Di Tella did not accept the Islanders’ right to self-determination, but he was conscious of the fact that if 

Argentina did not succeed in making itself an attractive country, it would be impossible to get the British 

Government and Parliament to accept a transfer of sovereignty.” 891

In June, the South Atlantic Council prepares a proposal for the newly elected Labour government – The 

Falkland Islands: The Options for the Future. 892

“After the general election in Britain on 1 May 1997, the South Atlantic Council decided to appeal to 
the new Labour government to re-examine policy towards Argentina. In particular, the Council 
questioned the refusal of the previous government to countenance any discussion with Argentina that 
might be considered to affect the sovereignty of the Falklands.” 893

Among South Atlantic Council suggested 'options' are: ● Permanent Umbrella: the current sovereignty 

umbrella would be enshrined in a bilateral treaty that provides new permanent institutions to promote co-

operation; ● Independence: the Islands would become a sovereign state in their own right; ● Integration with 

Argentina or with Britain: the Islands would become a full and equal part of one country, forming a single 

889 Penguin News May 9, 1997
890 Penguin News May 30, 1997
891 Why the Falkland Islands will never be Argentine Carlos Escude 2003.
892 Presented to the Foreign & Commonwealth Office in anticipation of a visit to the UK by Argentina's Foreign Minister. 

The visit did not take place however, and the paper was not widely circulated until October, 1997. Briefing Paper here - 
http://www.staff.city.ac.uk/p.willetts/SAC/BP-0697.HTM

893 South Atlantic Council: Occasional Paper no.9 Peter Willetts (ed.) 1998. See 
http://www.staff.city.ac.uk/p.willetts/SAC/OP/OCCPAP09.HTM 
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constituency to elect one member of the appropriate legislature; ● Shared Sovereignty: Argentina and Britain 

would create joint institutions to exercise the role of the current Governor and to represent the Islands in 

international diplomacy; ● Lease-Back: title to the Islands would be transferred to Argentina and then 

effective control returned to Britain for a fixed time period.

The Falkland Islands' Association respond.

“Falkland Islands Association believes: that the Argentine claim to the Falkland Islands, South Georgia
and the South Sandwich Islands is spurious; that the Falkland Islanders have the right to self-
determination, which means a government of their own choice; that it is not to their advantage to 
'adjust their current position', as the South Atlantic Council asserts; that a permanent peaceful 
settlement has to be acceptable to the Falkland Islanders, and that this requires the Argentine 
government formally to renounce its claim; and the British government to preserve the status quo until 
it does.” 894

Regarding the 'option' of a permanent sovereignty umbrella, the Association adds.

“This amounts to a freeze of the respective sovereignty claims of Britain and Argentina, following the 
example of the claimant states in the Antarctic Treaty. It was proposed in 1981 by Britain, accepted by 
the Falkland Islands and rejected by Argentina, who saw it as no more than a continuation of the status 
quo. Now, however, the South Atlantic Council proposes a bilateral treaty (presumably between Britain 
and Argentina) providing new permanent institutions (presumably with British and Argentine 
representation) 'to promote co-operation'. This is Shared Sovereignty in all but name and as such would
be unacceptable to the Islanders and acceptable to the Argentines only as a short-term stepping stone to
full sovereignty.” 895

“... the South Atlantic Council (SAC) – Chaired by Martin O'Neill MP and comprising British and Argentine 

membership896 – has sent a 'memo' to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office listing options for consideration 

regarding the future of the Falkland Islands. … Alistair Forsyth, Secretary of the Council, suggested in an 

interview with Calling the Falklands, that it was for the British Government to decide the future of the 

Falklands, and not the people due to their colonial status (which, in his opinion, did not entitle Islanders to self-

determination).” 897

June 10th, on Argentina's Day of Affirmation of Argentine Rights to the Malvinas Islands and the Antarctic 

Sector, the Government in Buenos Aires issue a press release.

“Since the beginning of its existence as an independent nation, the Argentine Republic has 
demonstrated, through actions by the Government, the firm political determination to exercise its 
effective sovereignty in the southern territories and maritime areas inherited from Spain. This effective 
exercise of sovereignty was interrupted when, in 1833, British forces occupied the Islands, expelling the 
population and the Argentine authorities established there. Subsequently, Argentine citizens were 
prevented from settling freely or owning land in those territories. The Argentine people and Government
never accepted that act of force ...” 898

894 Ibid. Signed on the Association's behalf on November 12, 1997 by Sir Rex Hunt
895 Ibid.
896 Argentine members were Augustin Blanco-Bazan, President of the Argentine Club in London, and Dr. Celia 

Szustermann, a university lecturer. The SAC maintained a membership of 50, although the names were most often 
shrouded in mystery. See SAC a secret lobby? By Peter Pepper in Penguin News September 19, 1997 p.2

897 Penguin News August 29, 1997
898 Dealt with in other Papers, but to summarise: 1) there was no such inheritance, 2) is is moot at what point in history 
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June 16th, at the UN,  the Special Committee on Decolonization commences its annual review of the question of 

the Falkland Islands. 899 Councillors William Luxton and Sharon Halford represent the Falklands people; 

Alejandro Betts and Juan Scott petition on behalf of Argentina. Councillor Luxton speaks to the Committee.

“We may not be many but we demand that the world acknowledge our absolute right to determine our 
own future ... Falkland Islanders do not understand how this Committee can look us straight in the eye 
and tell us that only we are not entitled to this right. We do not understand, because in our eyes it is 
Argentina that is the colonial power.”

Sharon Halford asks a question; “How can you, as a Decolonization Committee, condone the suggestion that the

Falkland Islands should relinquish its association with the United Kingdom only to become a colony of 

Argentina?” 900

During the meeting, Chile puts forward a draft-resolution calling for renewed sovereignty negotiations.

Argentina's representative also addresses the committee.

“.. in contrast to what occurs with other non-autonomous territories, the Malvinas question must be 
resolved through negotiations between the Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom, in conformity 
with the repeated decisions by the United Nations (General Assembly resolution 2065 (XX) and 
subsequent ones); to act otherwise, in addition to rewarding an act of usurpation, would be to 
undermine the territorial integrity of the Argentine Republic. The principle of self-determination applies
only to peoples subject to a colonial power. In the case of the Malvinas Islands, the people colonized 
cannot be distinguished from the colonizer ...”

Fiji's representative speaks to the committee.

“... the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples called for an 
end to colonialism when the peoples of colonized territories exercised their right to self-determination. 
The process of self-determination should not be imposed on the people, but it was for them to exercise 
that right when the time was ripe. The draft resolution focused on the issue of sovereignty which was 
not in the Committee’s mandate...”

Chile's draft-resolution is adopted by the Special Committee by consensus. 901

“The Committee requested the two Governments to resume negotiations to find a quick and peaceful 
solution in accordance with General Assembly resolutions on the issue,...” 902

Sierra Leone's representative then makes a statement in support of the Islanders; “.. in which he said that while 

efforts by Argentina and the United Kingdom to solve the issue by peaceful means were praiseworthy, 

significance should be given to the wishes and interests of the people of the islands. The resolution should have 

made reference to the important question of self-determination for the islanders. There was no alternative to 

that ...”

Argentina firstly gained its independence and secondly attained statehood, 3) there was merely a police action in 1833 to
eject trespassers warned in 1829 and 1832. Finally, only one Argentine citizen was prevented from settling after 1833 – 
Luis Vernet, whose actions had initiated the Buenos Aires trespass.

899 UN Document A/52/23 (Supp) dated January 1, 2000
900 Unanswered.
901 Decolonization Committee resolutions are subsequently presented to the Fourth Committee for adoption by the General 

Assembly. No Decolonisation Committee Falklands resolution has been adopted by the General Assembly since 1988. 
See 1989 above

902 UN Yearbook 1997
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“Despite rousing speeches on June 16, by Falkland Islands Councillors to the United Nations Decolonization 

Committee of 24, the Committee went on to renew its yearly resolution that Britain and Argentina should seek 

in the short term a negotiated settlement of the issue of sovereignty over the Falkland islands. ... The only 

country to publicly object to the resolution for its lack of any mention of the Islanders' right to self-

determination was Sierra Leone. However, it has been reported that the representative from Fiji stated that 

the Committee's purpose is not to rule on sovereignty disputes, and if such is the case of the Falklands, it should

be stricken from the committees agenda.” 903

On the same day the South-West Atlantic Hydrocarbons Commission, comprising representatives from 

Argentina, the UK and the Islands, holds its 3rd meeting in Buenos Aires.

July 23rd, once again visiting London, Minister Guido di Tella holds talks with the new Labour Government on a

range of matters. Di Tella complains about opposition by the British Government to the headquarters of the 

Antarctic Treaty group being sited in Buenos Aires and about the continuing British ban on arms sales to his 

country. He also expresses his government's dissatisfaction over the lack of contact with the Falklands 

archipelago where, with the exception of relatives visiting the war graves at Darwin, Argentine passport holders 

are not allowed to land. 

After the meeting he is quoted as saying; “We did not expect anything and we did not get any more than we 

expected.” 

“An attempt by the Argentine Foreign Minister to lay down conditions with regard to future negotiations on oil

exploration and fishing in the South Atlantic, is reported to have occurred during a meeting in London between

the British Foreign Minister and Dr. Di Tella. The Argentine Minister is said to ahve requested "that Argentines

be allowed to visit the Falklands, with or without a second passport; flights and commercial interchange 

between the Islands and Argentina, and visits of relatives of the war dead". In an interview with ... Graham 

Bound, di Tella also said that the British arms embargo on Argentina, and the fact that President Menem had 

not been allowed to visit Britain, did not make sense...” 904

August 3rd, LanChile commences a weekly flight from Punta Arenas to Mount Pleasant Airport.

Argentina's Foreign Minister Guido di Tella tells La Nacion that it is his "fervent wish" to visit the Falklands by 

the end of the year, adding; “I don't expect celebrations from the Islanders”.

August 15th, in Washington DC, Argentina's Foreign Minister and the US Secretary of State meet. Welcoming 

Minister di Tella to the State Department, Secretary Albright allows questions from the press, one of which asks; 

“Madame Secretary, Argentina would like the good offices of the United States to have Great Britain 

negotiating with Argentina on the Falkland Islands issue. Is the United States willing to do that?” Despite there

being no specific answer, Argentine newspapers publish stories that the USA is being asked to mediate over the 

Falklands.

“Argentine Foreign Minister Dr di Tella has denied that he requested the United States mediate in the 

argument over the Falklands. ... Di Tella is quoted in the Argentine newspaper La Prensa as having said, "A 

mediation was never requested, and we are not going to do so at least for the time being". However, he added 

that he had reminded Albright that the United States voted in favour of negotiations between Argentina and 

Great Britain to solve their differences.” 905

903 Penguin News June 20, 1997
904 Penguin News July 25, 1997
905 Penguin News August 22, 1997
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August 29th, the Penguin News publishes a letter from Marcelo Kohen, a lecturer at the Faculty of Law, 

University of Geneva. 906

“It is absolutely clear that both parties to the dispute have completely opposite views. One side 
considers that the islands are British territory and that their inhabitants have the right to self-
determination. On the otherside the view is that the islands are part of Argentina and that the Islanders 
are not entitled to self-determination. These are clearly legal questions. Since it is manifest at this stage
that no party can seriously expect to convince the other, my question therefore is the following – Why 
not refer the matter to the International Court of Justice or to arbitration? This is the way that civilised 
people proceed when they have a dispuite and are unable to find a solution. The other alternative is to 
live perpetually with a dispute – something that creates only dificulties for everyone.” 907

September 2nd, Penguin News reports that an oil rig has been contracted for work in seas around the Islands.

September 23rd, in a message addressed to the Falkland Islanders, Argentina's Foreign Minister says; “I tell 

them again, that we promise them that we will fully respect their way of life, culture and institutions, as is laid 

down in our National Constitution”

September 24th, at the UN, in a speech at the opening of the General Assembly, Minister Di Tella repeats his 

country's call for negotiations on the issue of sovereignty.

“In a speech to the United Nations Assembly this week. Argentine Foreign Minister, Guido di Telia, reiterated 

his hope that the Labour Government would not, "turn their back on Argentina... concerning the Argentines 

wish to negotiate over the Falkland Islands." He criticised Britain, saying ,"no member of the United Nations 

should be allowed to get out of the obligation to resolve a dispute through peaceful means."...” 908

September 26th, in the run-up to local elections, Penguin News reports candidate for re-election, Sharon 

Halford, as proposing that no agreement with the UK should be signed regarding a division of oil revenues until 

such time as the quantity and quality of any oil discovered, is known. 909

In October, Britain's new Ambassador to Argentina, Sir Peter Westmacott, meets Guillermo González in Paris.

“The first meeting between the two ambassadors was held in the first fortnight of October 1997 in the Parisian 

La Ferme Saint-Simon, ... After a long conversation, Westmacott opened the topic and, smiling, said: "If we 

were to make a story of the history of the events, we should start when Di Tella suggested that he was willing 

to consider a solution that included the cessation of the Argentine claim and the recognition of sovereignty." 

Gonzalez interrupted him and also with another smile said that this was "an obscene and crude language, unfit

for gentlemen. Particularly those who want to keep their heads on their shoulders". Then, after some 

clarification on what Di Tella had said, they began working on a draft left by Mardsen. The Argentine 

diplomat said: "Argentina has two minimum objectives in this exercise. The first is to improve our relative 

situation, not to make it worse as you are suggesting by mentioning 'some kind of recognition'. The second 

906 Kohens biography gives his position at Geneva in 1997 as a lecturer. However, he signed the letter as 'charge de cours' 
Professor. Apparently this is above an assistant professor, but below a full professor.

907 Penguin News August 29, 1997. In fact, Argentina appears to have been invited to take a case to the ICJ in both 1968 
and 1982 but refused. In 2021, Kohen was reported as having advised the Argentine government not to take a case to the
ICJ. An opinion based on his experiences at the ICJ long after this letter was written. cf. 1968, 1982 & September, 1998

908 Penguin News September 26, 1997
909 Penguin News September 26, 1997. Archive information on these discussions is in short supply. I include this primarily 

to demonstrate that at this date, no agreement had been reached despite pressure from a number of UK Ministers and 
civil servants. 
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minimum objective is to ensure that on a certain date agreed between the parties a complete review of the new 

state will take place with the clear possibility of reviewing it." PW: Within these guidelines I do not see clearly 

what are the benefits for the United Kingdom. People will ask "what's in it for us." González said that the new 

Labor administration sought to act on an ethical basis and that this was a great opportunity to demonstrate 

that Britain remains a great moral and ethical example.” 910

Argentina's proposal includes a condition that Argentine flags fly in the islands and a bust of San Martin is 

erected. When asked why, González explained that the “cultural and symbolic” element was necessary to gain 

the support of the Argentine people. González suggests that perhaps a bust of George Canning911 should also be 

erected. The meeting breaks up without conclusion.

October 16th, US President Clinton visits Argentina as part of a Latin-America tour.

“The issue of the Malvinas was discussed and the President -- President Clinton listened to President Menem. 

No specific requests were made of the United States by the government of Argentina in this regard. President 

Clinton expressed our interest in seeing two of our very best friends continue the dialogue that has been going 

on for some time and continue the improvement in the relations, which are now excellent, between the United 

Kingdom and Argentina. That was the nature of the conversation.” 912

“President Clinton said during his three-day visit to Argentina that "two great nations" like Britain and 

Argentina should renew negotiations to resolve the dispute over sovereignty of the Falkland Islands. Speaking 

during a telephone conference with members of the Argentine public on Thursday evening. Mr Clinton said: 

"Two great nations, who are at the height of economic recovery, showing great responsibility in international 

matters and working successfully to promote free trade, should solve their out-standing issue through 

negotiations." After assurances that both Britain and Argentina were friends of America, he said: "We would 

say don’t spoil something good that we share. Two countries with strong leadership have to try and resolve 

their problem. This should not be reason for war but for negotiations."... In both London and Port  Stanley, 

President Clinton’s words have been met with equanimity. They are seen as the inevitable minimum he was 

bound to say.” 913

“During the first meeting between Carlos Menem and Bill Clinton, the Argentine admitted, "we could look into 

the possibility of sharing the sovereignty of the Falklands with London" ... Di Tella said that during the 

meeting Menem said that "shared sovereignty could be studied". Di Tella also said that Clinton said he would 

be willing to mediate "if both countries request it". The Falklands issue was present from the first to the last 

day of Clinton's visit to Argentina. ... "If the kelpers don't want it, there will be no change concerning 

Argentina", said a Foreign Office spokesman as soon as he heard what Clinton had said...” 914

“Di Tella said that the US will not mediate in the Falklands issue. ... "We didn't ask for it, it wasn't offered and 

we don't need them" said di Tella...” 915

“Menem: "I asked Bill Clinton for his support concerning the Falklands". ... "I asked President Clinton to speak 

to the English authorities so that we can resume negotiations concerning our relations over the Falklands, 

910 Falklands: reserved negotiations and attempts by Argentina and the United Kingdom to reach an agreement Juan 
Bautista Yofre in Infobae December 9, 2019

911 Britain's Foreign Secretary in the 1820s
912 Press Briefing by Ambassador James Dobbins, Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs Jeffery Davidow 
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bearing in mind the United Nations Decoloniztion Committee's resolutions. This is an important step, we have 

to be optimistic after so many years of usurpation since 1833"...” 916

October 18th, reported in Argentina's Clarin newspaper; “The British government said yesterday that it will 

"not modify" its refusal to resume negotiations ceoncerning the sovereignty of the Falklands, in spite of the fact

that President Clinton had called for this to happen, during his visit to Argentina” 917

October 20th, international news agency Reuters report that new seismic studies suggest that large quantities of

oil may lie off the Falkland Islands.

October 28th, the UK's Head of the Foreign Office's South Atlantic & Antarctic Department, visiting the 

Falklands, holds a press conference with local media.

“Mr (John) White denied that his main reason for visiting was to raise once again the concept of an oil revenue

formula with councillors, but added that they had had a 'very amicable discussion' on the subject, saying that it

would also be a subject which would arise when the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Mr Tony Lloyd later visited 

the Islands. Asked if he felt there had been any progress on the subject of the 'oil formula’ desired by the British 

Government, he replied positively, saying he felt it qualified as progress that, "we understand each other’s 

position very well now."...” 918

November 4th, Britain's Prime Minister, Tony Blair, invites Argentina's President Menem to visit the UK.

“Carlos Menem will visit London next year, accomplishing a personal dream. The visit will be official but not a 

state one ... Foreign Minister Di Tella was visibly content...” 919

“The British Government on Wednesday accompanied their display of improvement towards President Carlos 

Menem, officially invited to London, with a clear warning: No way will the British sovereignty over the 

Falklands archipelago be touched.” 920

“According to the communique the invitation issued to Menem,"was transmitted without any conditions and 

without excluding any issues." to Foreign Minister Di Telia by his British colleague Robin Cook during the 

meeting they had last Tuesday in London. Which means there are no obstructions for the Falklands to be 

included in the agenda when Menem and British Prime Minister Tony Blair meet.” 921

November 9th, in Venezuela, at the end of the VII Ibero-American summit, a declaration is made calling for 

negotiations between Argentina and the UK on the issue of Falklands sovereignty.

“It is the first time that a document of the Ibero-American summit meeting will deal with the sovereignty 

conflict between Argentina and the United Kingdom, over the Falklands Islands … Including Falklands in the 

document arose because Portugal requested the case of East Timor, an Island they have a conflict with 

Indonesia over be mentioned. The Portuguese, unlike what happens with Argentina in the Falklands, asks that 

the conflict be resolved by asking the population of Timor. The Argentine and Spanish delegation agreed to 

include the matter Portugal requested, but refused that the Margarita Declaration invoke the principal of self-

determination and also requested that the document mention the Falklands and Gibraltar, the rock which is 

under the power of the United Kingdom, with whom Spain has a sovereignty dispute.” 922

916 Ambito Financiero October 20, 1997
917 Not actually what Clinton had said.
918 Penguin News October 31, 1997
919 Pagina 12 November 6, 1997
920 Cronica November 6, 1997
921 Clarin November 8, 1997
922 La Nacion November 8, 1997
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November 10th, the General Assembly defer, yet again, the question of the Falklands for another year. 923

November 11th, a cross-Party group of Parliamentarians visiting the Falklands, hold a press conference.

“... delegation leader Dr. John Marek commented that he would do his best to try to convince the British 

Government that it should be a principle part of their foreign policy to try and get Argentina to drop its 

claim.”924

November 20th, relatives of Argentina's soldiers who died in 1982, visit the Military Cemetery at Fish Creek.

November 21st, at a second meeting between Sir Peter Westmacott and Guillermo González in Paris, they 

discuss the announcement of a visit to the UK by President Menem in 1998. As regards the Falklands, González 

says; “Our goal is to reach an agreement that has the characteristics of shared sovereignty.” González makes a 

proposal for a bi-lateral treaty; “The United Kingdom will grant the Falkland Islands a new status. The 

islanders will have expanded powers reflected in their institutions, providing complete internal government. 

Argentina will have a new relationship with the islands. Everything that is not modified by applying this 

agreement will remain in its current form.” Westmacote declines to consider it and the meeting breaks up 

without agreement. 925

November 24th, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission meet in Buenos Aires.

December 1st, on a visit to Italy, Argentine President Menem, and his Foreign Minister, Guido di Tella, attempt 

to persuade their hosts to make some public comment regarding the Falklands and Italy's support for the 

Argentine position.

“… there was an important issue which took up the best part of the meeting Foreign Minister Guido Di Telia 

held with Ambassador Erman Gonzalez, Senator Eduardo Bauza and Argentine Ambassador in London 

Rogelio Pfirter. The possibility that in some of the statements the Italian government will make during 

President Carlos Menem’s visit, they mention the Falklands. The Argentine officials know that it will not be 

easy for their Italian colleagues to agree to mention such a delicate issue, but they will try at least for the 

matter to appear in some paragraph of official statements. Meanwhile the Argentine government almost 

certainly believes that there will be a joint statement concerning the rotation of positions on the United Nations

security council.” 926

December 4th, Argentina becomes a signatory to the Ottawa Treaty which bans the use of land mines. 927

“Foreign Minister Guido di Telia yesterday (Thursday) recalled that Argentine proposed to Great Britain the 

removal of the land explosives which its armed forces planted during the 1982 war conflict in 1982 in the  

Falkland Islands.” 928

December 5th, the South-West Atlantic Hydrocarbons Commission holds its 4th meeting in London.

“Argentina and Great Britain ratified their understanding concerning co-operation in oil activities in the 

south-west Atlantic which were agreed upon in the joint declaration of New York in 1995. … both delegations 

agreed to respect the first point of the declaration, which lays down that the sign must not be interpreted as a 

923 UN GA Decision 52/409 cf. 1989
924 Penguin News November 14, 1997
925 Falklands: reserved negotiations and attempts by Argentina and the United Kingdom to reach an agreement Juan 

Bautista Yofre in Infobae December 9, 2019
926 Clarin December 1, 1997. Not mentioned in the final joint declaration, the Italian government were, however, 

persuaded to mention their support for Anglo-Argentine negotiations in a 'press release'.
927 Ratified by Argentina on September 14, 1999. UK signed December 3, 1997 and ratified July 31, 1998
928 La Nacion December 5, 1997
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change of sovereignty or territorial jurisdiction over the Falkland Islands, South Georgia, Sandwich Isles and 

the corresponding waters around them. The group supported the coordinated elaboration of a tender in the 

special co-operation area. They confirmed their commitment to agree upon the specifications of conditions and

to shorten the period of the tender (and) recommended greater work in matters related to the protection of sea 

life: the need to study projects of joint scientific investigation; promote the exchange of information and the 

participation of firms from both countries in the activities.” 929

December 8th, the Yorkshire Post reports; “The first meeting between defence ministers from Britain and 

Argentina since the Falklands War will take place in London today. Defence Secrctary George Robertson, will 

welcome his Argentine opposite number Jorge Dominguez as part of the build-up of defence relations between 

the two countries since the conflict 15 years ago.”

“Dominguez's visit to London has a principal aim (of) obtaining the lifting of the arms embargo the British 

Government has maintained in place against Argentina since the military confrontation. These measures 

include the purchase from British factories of the spare parts the Armed Forces need for numerous pieces of 

equipment from the country.” 930

December 9th, visiting peers Viscount Montgomery and and Baroness Hooper hold a press conference 9in 

Stanley.931 Answering questions, Lord Montgomery said he was sad about the Islands relationship with 

Argentina; “They are friendly to you, why should you not be friendly to them.” Lord Montgomery adds; “The 

SAC, was actually set up to counter the Falkland Islands Association, a powerful organisation with massive 

budget … The FIA puts out an enormous amount of information that isn't always accurate. It is important to 

have a counter-balance because every situation has two points of view.”

“Asked again if he believed Falkland Islanders should have the right of self-determination he replied, "We 

should differentiate carefully between two different things. They have limited self-government, but this is a 

dependent territory, and dependent territories have obligations as well as enjoying all the privileges of being a

British dependent territory. There may be greater interests for the United Kingdom." … On the subject of 

commercial relations with Argentina Lord Montgomery felt that because of the Islands' dependence on, and 

the fragility of, fishing stocks, the Falklands should be, "working harder at obtaining agreements. Your 

councillors should be going over there, you should be inviting their politicians here. You need to accelerate the 

amount of dialogue – not reduce it." He said the same was true of the sovereignty issue. "Councillors have to go

there (to Argentina) and discuss sovereignty. Islanders," he said, "who have been there have suddenly found 

they have been presented with a platform from which to present their views to a wide audience."...” 932

December 10th, Spain's Foreign Minister, Abel Matutes, meets Foreign Secretary Robin Cook in London to 

propose shared sovereignty over Gibraltar.

“The cases of the Falklands and Gibraltar, although similar, have some differences. The Falklands were 

illegally taken by force in 1833. Spain gave up the Gibraltar rock in 1713, in accordance with the Utrecht 

Treaty...” 933

December 15th, the Financial Times reports; “Desire Petroleum, the company formed to explore for oil and 

gas off the Falkland Islands, is planning to go to Aim (sub-market of the London Stock Exchange) in February. 

It hopes to raise £7m-£10m, with up to £3.5m of this coming from existing shareholders...” 

929 La Nacion December 7, 1997
930 La Nacion December 8, 1997
931 Both members of the South Atlantic Council.
932 Penguin News December 12, 1997
933 La Prensa January 3, 1998
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For the fourth year running, Christmas cards and gifts arrive in the Falklands from Argentina's Foreign Ministry.

“Foreign Minister Guido di Tella has sent a letter and five books by British writers to each of the inhabitants of 

the Falkland Islands. The Foreign Minister once again went through the ritual of trying to charm the Kelpers 

by sending them presents for Christmas. … The letter di Tella sent … begins as follows "My dear neighbour... it 

grieves me to see that you are still so distrustful of us. I am nonetheless convinced that we will be able to 

overcome these shortcomings one day in the future.” 934

“Persistent Argentine Foreign Minister. Guido di Telia, adopted an informative theme in his choice of 

Christmas gifts to Falkland Islanders this year, by sending an assortment of literature on the subject of 

Argentina to most residents. The books include stories about life in the region by W. Hudson, Paul Theroux. 

Bruce Chatwin and Gerald Durrcll. In a letter accompanying each book, the Minister included the emotive 

(and what may be viewed as controversial) comment. "It hurts me to see how much you still distrust us. But 

some time in the future I'm sure we will be able to overcome these shortcomings." In general, however, 

Islanders appeared indifferent to the mass arrival of the parcels, although a few are reported to have 

immediately discarded them on receipt.” 935

Argentina takes delivery of five McDonnell Douglas A4-AR Fightinghawk fighter bombers from the USA.

1998 –  in his New Year message to the Falklands, Prime Minister Tony Blair assures the Islanders; “You have 

my absolute and firm promise that I will not pursue any relations with Argentina at the expense of the 

Falkland Islands. I am committed to protecting your right to choose your own way of life. I am also fully 

committed to ensuring your security.” 936

“In other words, he guaranteed the inhabitants of the Falklands the right to self-determination, which is 

against Argentine sovereignty claims. If the islanders could decide their future they would hold a plebiscite and

would decide to remain under British control, either with Colonial status or with some sort of independence, 

but within the Commonwealth.” 937

January 2nd, in its annual press statement, the Argentina Government repeats the claim that British forces 

expelled an Argentine population from the Falklands in 1833.

“British Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, yesterday emphatically ruled out the possibility of sharing sovereignty

of the disputed Falkland islands with Argentina as proposed by President Carlos Menem.” 938

January 6th, Argentina's Foreign Ministry issue a further press statement.

“Foreign Minister, Guido di Tella, asked about recent statements of his British colleague Robin Cook, indicated:

1. There are no novelties in Minister Cook's statements. We know that the United Kingdom does not wish to 

negotiate the essence of the difference concerning the South Atlantic Islands. 2. Nor is it a novelty that 

President Menem refers to the possibility of a formula which implies 'two flags', or, to say it in another way, 

shared sovereignty. This shows President Menem's wish to negotiate and our willingness to find imaginative 

formulas and be constructive to overcome the difference of more than a hundred and seventy years....”

January 9th, Argentina's Clarin newspaper reports:

934 Ambito Financiero January 2, 1998
935 Penguin News December 19, 1997
936 UN Doc. A/Ac.109/2105. Also The Times January 3, 1998
937 La Nacion January 3, 1998. Eventually, the Falkland Islanders held a plebiscite in 2013. 
938 Buenos Aires Herald January 3, 1998
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“Great Britain will reduce for (budget) reasons the number of combat troops in the Falkland Islands, but will 

modernise the defence equipment installed in the local military garrison. … The modernisation consists of the 

purchase of Tornado aeroplanes and a new radar, which cost 50 million pounds and will improve the air 

defence of the Islands for the next 15 years...”

January 12th, in Buenos Aires, Ambito Financiero reports; “A member of the House of Lords has supported 

Foreign Minister Guido di Tella's idea to visit the Falkland Islands. It was also suggested that the ban on 

allowing citizens with Argentine passports into the Islands should be lifted. Lord Montgomery, … insisted that 

the Islanders need to allow Argentine politicians to visit the Islands. … Councillors … said Lord Montgomery is 

a person who is "misinformed, arrogant and out of touch"... This unexpected lobby of a member of the House of

Lords in favour of direct contacts with Argentine politicians concerns the Islanders.” 

January 21st, relatives of Argentina's soldiers who died in 1982 visit the Military Cemetery at Fish Creek.

February 3rd, at a symposium in London organised by the South Atlantic Council, ex-Argentine Minister, 

Roberto Aleman makes a speech. 

“It is now fifteen years since the conflict occurred, but the main subject of sovereignty still has not been 
resolved. We in Argentina still assert the islands are ours. For 156 years we have longed for them. All 
sections agree about this, all of our society, civilian and military. We have written it in the 
constitution. ... Britain does not accept the Argentine position. Despite the UN asking them to negotiate 
and OAS support for negotiations. The Islanders prefer to be independent under British protection. 
These three positions are quite impossible to put under one compromise. Sovereignty is not to be in 
partnership: it is either one thing or the other... The Islands should be run autonomously. They should 
elect their governor, like an Argentine province or a state of the Union, and run their own affairs. They 
should keep their culture, traditions, language and laws. But together with this, Argentines should be 
able to travel and do business. … The fact is, bluntly, one thousand five hundred adult Islanders control,
by their veto, the policy of ninety million Britons and Argentines. ... This small problem in the South 
Atlantic should be solved.”

Sukey Cameron, the Falklands Government representative in the UK, responds.

“Attempts to find a 'solution', whether by Argentina or by third parties, are based on the premise that 
there is a 'problem' and that the views of the Falkland Islanders are at best inconvenient and, at worst, 
unimportant. As far as we are concerned, there is simply no point in discussing any permanent solution 
or settlement which ignores the concept of self-determination since we are completely happy with the 
current constitutional arrangement over sovereignty and regard it as entirely permanent... We seek 
support from those who share our ideals of self-determination and self-sufficiency, to help ensure that 
our future is secure.” 939

“"The attitude of the South Atlantic Council hasn't changed much at all", said Councillor Edwards having 

recently attended the SAC's Falklands Update in London. There were, she said, the usual cries for more 

contacts between Britain and and Argentina, and even a claim by one apparently pro-Argentine speaker 

(Martin O'Neal MP) that Falkland islanders were "scared" to express their views to their representatives.” 940

February 4th, in a speech widely reported in Argentina, the UK's Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, reaffirms 

London's commitment to the overseas territories, including the Falkland Islands.

939 The SAC record of the February 3, 1998 (No.10) presentation can be found here - 
http://www.staff.city.ac.uk/p.willetts/SAC/OP/OCPAPERS.HTM

940 Penguin News February 6, 1998
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“London's commitment to its dependent territories, among them the Falklands Islands, is as "strong as ever" 

the British Foreign Secretary said yesterday in a speech to the authorities of all the English colonies. … The 

minister defended the right of self-determination of the colonies, saying that Great Britain voluntarily grants 

independence when it is requested, but, at the same time, London remains committed to those territories which

wish to remain under the British connection.” 941

February 19th, a sixth group of Argentine next-of-kin arrive in the Falklands for a visit to the Military Cemetery.

February 20th, in the Falklands, Penguin News reports: 

“In an exclusive interview with the Merco Press correspondent in Britain, Lord Montgomery... made it clear 

his belief that the Islanders are behaving irrationally and unreasonably in refusing to trade with their 

neighbours or discuss the sovereignty dispute. The Lord, who has long been a champion of Britain's links with 

South America, and particularly Argentina, completely dismissed the Islanders' claim that they do not need to 

cooperate with Argentina – or indeed have a relationship of any sort. … Lord Montgomery has little time for 

the Islanders' economic strategy, and he is equally dismissive about their political standpoint. He speaks with 

a degree of sarcasm about the democracy which Islands' leaders proclaim loudly in venues such as the United 

Nations. … "… if they are really so keen on democracy, they should agree to talk with other like-minded 

democrats in Argentina".”

February 22nd, a number of Argentine newspapers report 'secret' negotiations in Paris regarding the Falklands. 

Dismissed as “delirious” by President Menem's Chief of Staff, Alberto Kohan, who describes talks as “part of the 

permanent negotiations between the two countries.” 942

March 3rd, La Nacion reports on Falklands oil negotiations:

“The basic problem, which has been persisting since November 1995, when Menem signed the agreement of oil 

cooperation in the South Atlantic, with the British Prime Minister John Major, is the implication that the 

drilling could have concerning the sovereignty claim to the Falkland Islands. How could both countries collect 

royalties without recognising the sovereignty of the other, concerning the waters in which oil will be sought? …

An extreme case, which some diplomats use to describe their difficult task: If there is a murder on one of the oil 

rigs, within an area of so-called co-operation, which courts should intervene? … Which penal code will be 

used.?”

March 4th, seven Indonesian/Chinese seamen are rescued after leaping into the sea near Stanley Harbour. 

Following a police enquiry aboard Ihn Sung 101, eleven more sailors leave the ship. All complain of mistreatment

by the Korean Captain and his officers. 943

March 6th, published in the Penguin News is a proposal for the future of the Falklands, written by Conrad 

Bullrich and Alastair Forsyth of the South Atlantic Council.

“For Argentina it is unacceptable that the temporary 1989 expedient of the sovereignty umbrella should
be extended indefinitely without any sign of the negotiated settlement continually urged on the two 
parties. The political realities are that no Argentine Government can afford to neglect the issue. This is 
a position which British MPs and Falkland Islands Councillors should, as politicians, understand. … It 
is for this reason that the two of us... have sought to devise a solution … we believe might be acceptable 
to all... 

941 La Prensa February 5, 1998
942 There is evidence that the British Ambassador in Buenos Aires was having conversations on the subject of the Falklands

with Argentina's Ambassador in Paris, although little was achieved. See above.
943 Penguin News March 6, 1998
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1. Full autonomy in internal affairs as now, that is to say everything except defence and foreign affairs. 
… The present constitution would be maintained except that the Governor could in future be elected by 
the Islanders themselves. The islanders would have the right to British and Argentine passports and 
could hold both if they chose to do so. 

2. A treaty between Britain and Argentina in which both countries jointly undertook to guarantee 
permanently the islands' autonomy, democratic system of Government and territorial integrity … Prime 
responsibility for defence would remain with a scaled down British force at Mount Pleasant. 

3. This agreement would be understood as settlement of the dispute … Britain would end the embargo 
on sales of defence equipment... Flags could be left out of it...

4. Some common sense financial arrangement would be necessary to recompense Britain and Argentina 
for their defence and foreign relations undertakings … 

5. A three-man tripartite commission would be established (one man one vote) to oversee 
implementation... 

6. The terms of the agreement would be reported to the United Nations as constituting settlement of the 
dispute.” 944

“The document, … appears to suggest joint British/Argentine sovereignty of the Islands, with semi-autonomy 

for the Islanders. … Councillor Cheek felt the proposal was "nothing new" saying, "it is typical of the kind of 

thing that has been produced over the years by people with a superficial understanding of the problem. These 

simplistic solutions ignore our rights and wishes". … Councillor Cockwell summed up what was apparently the

general feeling amongst Representatives, "We must always be willing to consider any proposals which would 

remove the Argentine claim to our Islands, but previous experience has shown that some Argentine Officials 

see any willingness to negotiate as tacit acceptance of their claim. We need to be certain that any proposal is a 

serious effort to remove the Argentine claim and not just a pretext to get us to the conference table".” 945

“In spite of Bullrich's and Forsyth's intentions, the Kelpers did not waste any time in rejecting it, and it was not

even allowed to be published in the local newspaper.” 946

“Para 2) An agreement between Britain and Argentina would guarantee our autonomy. As we have this at 

present why should we include the Argentine? … At the beginning the authors state that to negotiate you have 

to be willing to give a little. What they have failed to show is what the gain is to the Falklands, which must give 

and the Argentine take.” 947

“The Bullrich/Forsyth plan gives control over immigration to the Islanders, "provided only that the latter was 

non-discriminatory". I asked Mr. Forsyth what this ominous caveat meant. He told me that Falkland Islanders

would be bound to accept a percentage of Argentines amongst new immigrants coming to live as permanent 

residents. Mr. Forsyth thought this percentage should be just 5%, but I suspect that Argentina would want a 

much higher quota. I know Argentina, and believe it would only reach a settlement over the Falklands or even 

'abandon' its claim officially, if it thought it could eventually take the Falklands over by other means.” 948

944 Published in full in Penguin News March 6, 1998 p.10. See https://www.nationalarchives.gov.fk/online-
collections/periodicals/penguin-news

945 Penguin News March 6, 1998 p.1
946 Clarin March 9, 1998. Just to confound, the Clarin report reproduced the comments from page 1 of the Penguin News 

of March 6, 1998 which published Bullrich/Forsyth proposal in full on page 10.
947 Tim Blake in Penguin News March 13, 1998
948 Peter Pepper in Penguin News April 10, 1998
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March 8th, announced in Argentine news journal, La Nacion; “The company, Sands Petroleum, confirmed in 

Stockholm the existence of oil in the sea around the Falkland Islands, in quantities equivalent to 2000 million 

barrels of oil.” 949

March 18th, Argentine law 24.950 is sanctioned. 950

“Article 1: Declare "National Heroes" those Argentine fighters who died during the Malvinas War, in 
1982, in defense of national sovereignty over the Islands of the South Atlantic. 

Article 2: In order for these heroes to endure in the memory and historical consciousness of generations
to come, the list of national heroes (is) cited...” 

March 31st, an editorial in the Clarin newspaper says:

“While Argentine diplomacy struggles to shape up for the announced joint oil exploration in the cooperation 

zone, south west of the Falklands, the Kelper Government is getting set to start the first ocean drilling 

programme.  The arrival of an oil drilling platform from the North Sea to the South Atlantic appears thus as a 

new problematic sign for our country's foreign policy makers. … This is the way the Kelper government acted. 

They unilaterally issued oil exploration licences within the exclusion area in the north east in October 1996, 

months later the Argentine government signed a joint exploration agreement with Great Britain within the 

cooperation zone situated south west of the islands. While said accord remains subject to conditions of 

feasibility, the only tangible certainty is that the first ocean platforms began to arrive at the Falklands, 

whereas our country, of course, remains without any influence or participation in the process of exploration 

and the eventual drilling for oil, when found.”

April 2nd, the 16th anniversary of  Argentina's invasion of the Falklands in 1982 is ignored by Buenos Aires.

April 3rd, Pagina 12 publishes an article by Argentina's Vice-President, Carlos Ruckauf; “We have to seek all the

possible diplomatic means, so that the British realise that this piece of Argentine territory we are never going 

to give up. No government, no matter who it might be, will accept that the illegally-taken Islands are British 

territory. They are Argentine territory.”

April 18th, La Nacion reports; “Those close to President Carlos Menem believe that before the end of the year, 

London will allow that in the Falklands territory, two Argentine flags will be hoisted. One in Darwin cemetery,

where there are Argentine soldiers who died in the 1982 conflict, and the other at a monument to an Argentine 

aeroplane which was shot down during the fighting.”

April 21st, Foreign Office Minister Tony Lloyd visits the archipelago. He confirms; “The unwavering support of 

HMG for the people's self-determination,” before meeting with Islands' Councillors.

“The subject of oil was realised in the meeting – however, when an 'oil revenue formula' was mentioned in 

passing, councillors explained that their position had not changed and that they could not commit themselves 

further before it was known whether oil existed in commercial quantities...” 951

“But, the FCO Minister did not request the lifting of the ban which has been in effect since 1982, not to allow 

Argentine passport holders into the Falklands. Changing this, is one of the aims of Foreign Minister Guido di 

Tella who hopes to resume communications between the Islands and the Continent...” 952

949 Penguin News March 13, 1998
950 Promulgated April 3, 1998.
951 Penguin News April 24, 1998
952 La Nacion April 25, 1998
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April 25th, Argentina's Telam news agency reports; “The governor of

the Falkland Islands, Richard Ralph, said that the plan for the

Argentine flag to fly over Darwin Cemetery is "a fantasy".”

April 27th, Borgny Dolphin begins drilling an exploratory oil well  in

the North Falklands Basin. Plans for five further exploratory wells are

announced by the International Oil Corporation.

“In an unexpected move, the Argentine Senate urgently and

unanimously approved a bill which attempts to force all companies

involved in energy and mineral exploitation commercial projects in the

South Atlantic (including the Falklands) to have the authorisation of 

the Argentine Government. The bill … specifies that companies which

operate without the Argentine consent will be sanctioned with fines of

up to ten million US dollars and could even be banned from operating

in Argentine mainland territory. The initiative … coincides with the

arrival in the Islands of the oil rig Borgny Dolphin and the beginning of exploratory drilling activities ...” 953

April 29th, the Foreign Ministry in Buenos Aires issues a statement for the press; “We do not accept or 

recognise the alleged right of Great Britain to authorise hydrocarbon activities, in maritime areas which 

belong to Argentina.” 

“According to a statement from the Argentine Ministry, the Argentine strategy will consist of a bill to modify 

the hydrocarbons law which will allow Argentina to claim three percent of oil royalties from companies 

operating to the north of the Falklands without their consent.” 954

April 30th, Argentina presents a further letter of protest to the British Embassy in Buenos Aires.

“The Argentine Government rejects the so-called "right" of the United Kingdom to authorize oil 
drilling activities in the Argentine continental shelf. Reiterating the terms of the Argentine statement of 
27 September 1995 and the Argentine complaint of 5 October 1995 addressed to the United Kingdom 
Government, the Argentine Government declares that it neither recognizes nor accepts the call for 
tenders for the exploration and exploitation of resources which are located in maritime zones belonging
to the Argentine Republic and over which it has legitimate rights of sovereignty and jurisdiction. ...”955

May 3rd, former Foreign Minister Dante Caputo criticises his governments' policies regarding the Falklands; 

“between 1989 and now, through successive proclamations, the British government has gone from controlling 

100 thousand square kilometres of water around the Islands to a million and a half square kilometres, without 

there being any complaint filed by the Argentine government.” 956

May 4th, the results of an opinion poll in Buenos Aires is published. On how people see the question of the 

Falklands; “The Opinion poll takes into account 1,000 people during April 1998 and took place in the federal 

capital. … Youngsters … believe: Very important 27.5%, Important 32.2%, Little importance 22.2%, No 

importance 16.9%, No reply 1.2%. The opinion poll was illustrated by a map of the Islands, photographs of 

youngsters, a skeleton with a soldiers helmet on and a spider's web.” 957

953 Penguin News April 24, 1998.
954 Penguin News May 1, 1998
955 Notified to the UN General-Secretary on May 8, 1998. See UN Doc A/53/121
956 La Prensa May 3, 1998
957 Buenos Aires Economico May 4, 1998. 
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May 9th, Carlos Escude, Argentine political scientist and former adviser to Guido di Tella, writes in a new 

Argentine newspaper, Perfil; “All you have to do is chat to any taxi driver in Buenos Aires to understand that 

the Argentine people know that the Falklands will never again be Argentine.” 958

May 12th, Britain's Embassy in Buenos Aires responds to Argentina note of April 30th.

“Her Majesty’s Government has no doubt about the United Kingdom’s sovereignty over the Falkland 
Islands, its sovereign rights and jurisdiction over the surrounding continental shelf and its 
consequential right to administer the territory and the shelf in accordance with the rules of 
international law. Accordingly, as set out in the United Kingdom’s unilateral declaration of 27 
September 1995, Her Majesty’s Government rejects the assertion of sovereign rights and jurisdiction 
over the maritime areas surrounding the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the South Sandwich 
Islands contained in the Ministry’s note. The Embassy avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship - Malvinas and South Atlantic Department
- the assurances of its highest consideration.” 959

May 13th, news leaks out that traces of hydrocarbons have been discovered near the archipelago. 960

“Amaranda Hess, the oil giant currently drilling an exploratory well, have confirmed that "minor hydrocarbon

indications" have been found in core samples brought up from the drill hole after just over two weeks of 

drilling. The company's press officer, Laura Matthews, said the company is still taking a cautious view and 

that there is still only a one in fifteen chance of anything significant being found...” 961

May 18th,  in Buenos Aires, the Center for Political and International Studies (CEPEI) issues a communique.

“The beginning of the oil exploration in the Falklands, obliges us to deal with the matter of the 
protection of the Argentine sovereignty rights in dispute with Great Britain. With this in mind we 
understand: 1) That the unilateral act carried out by great Britain with the beginning of the oil 
exploration, show the evident failure of the charm offensive and strategy carried out by Argentine 
diplomacy … 2) That to our country, the oil agreement signed with great Britain lacks legitimacy... 6) 
As Argentines and Justicialists, we call upon the rest of the political and social forces to reject the 
agreement...” 962

May 19th, Britain's Daily Mail newspaper reports; “The 2,000 people of the Falklands were last night set to 

become multi-millionaires after oil was found off their shores … Initial estimates say it could be worth up to 

£20 billion for the islands in royalties and tax. … Britain itself is expected to benefit from some of the earnings 

by insisting that the annual £67 million bill for defending the islands from another Argentine invasion … is 

paid by the Falklanders themselves.” 

May 20th, visiting Stanley, Conrado Bullrich and Alistair Forsyth hold an open meeting to seek Islander views on

their proposal - Falkland/Malvinas: The Way Forward.

“We've got what we want – self determination – and yet you expect us to give opinions on something which 

doesn't suit us at all – it involves giving away something we've already got.” 963

958 An updated version from 2003 can be found here - https://falklandstimeline.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/the-falklands-
will-never-be-argentine-carlos-escude-2003.pdf

959 UN Doc A/53/126
960 Gurr 2011. Further examination concluded that the oil had 'migrated' leading to the capping of this particular well.
961 Penguin News May 22, 1998
962 Buenos Aires Herald May 18, 1998
963 Islander Janet Robertson quoted in Penguin News  May 22 1998
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May 21st, in London, Guido di Tella has a meeting with the British Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook. Afterwards, 

speaking to the press, Di Tella says that he has complained to the Minister about Britain being “too soft” with the 

'Kelpers', who refuse to resume communications with the Continent. 964 The question of de-mining is also raised; 

“We are responsible for having planted the mines and we want to remove them.” 965

In Parliament, Tony Lloyd replies to a question concerning compensation from Argentina for the devastation 

caused in the islands by its invasion in 1982; “We have no plans to ask the Argentines for compensation for the 

damage done during the Falklands conflict.” 966

May 22nd, the Penguin News publishes another letter from Marcelo Kohen, Lecturer at the Faculty of Law of the

University of Geneva.

“I cannot understand the reluctance of the Executive Council not to allow Mr. Di Tella to visit the 
Islands …. both the LegCo and the ExCo should invite him. … if he accepts, as he certainly will do, this 
cannot but reinforce your position; an Argentine Foreign Minister would officially and for the first time 
recognise the ExCo and LegCo as the authorities of the Islands.” 967

May 25th, Britain's Times newspaper reports:

“President Menem of Argentina said yesterday he would assert to the Queen his country's claim of Falklands 

sovereignty when he visits Britain in November. … Senor Menem said in a radio interview that his 

Government had worked tirelessly to achieve recognition of "Argentina's right over the disputed Islands" and 

his visit was a sign that the time was ripe to renew "peaceful demands over the Malvinas" as Buenos Aires calls

them. He added that he hoped Argentina would receive $600 million (£368 million) a year in taxes levied from

the oil and gas companies which are exploring the waters around the Falklands. Britain does not accept 

Argentina's claims of sovereignty nor its right to levy taxes from oil extracted from the waters north of the 

South Atlantic islands under licences granted by the Falklands Government.” 

June 10th, on its Day of Affirmation of Argentine Sovereignty Rights, Argentina commemorates the, “effective 

exercise of sovereignty” with the; “... establishment of the Political and Military Command of the Malvinas 

Islands and the Islands adjacent to Cape Horn in the Atlantic Ocean, in accordance with the decree by Interim 

Governor Martin Rodriguez in 1829 …” 968

“To the English usurpers we say that the Falklands are and will be Argentine... At the end of the war, the 

politicians tried to de-malvinise Argentina, but we have recovered faith.” 969

“Today is the commemoration of the Reaffirmation of Argentine rights over the Falkland Islands and the 

Antarctic Sector, but the people consulted seem not to know why. La Nacion went round the Law Faculty of the

University of Buenos Aires, asking the students if they knew why June 10th was the date chosen to remember 

the Islands and none of them asked knew the right answer.” 970

June 14th, Falkland Islanders celebrate Liberation Day.

964 Clarin May 22, 1998
965 Di Tella quoted in Perfil June 5, 1998
966 This issue had been dealt with in the first joint statement following the 1989 negotiations. cf. October, 1989
967 Penguin News May 22, 1998. Beware lawyers bearing gifts? cf. August 1997 & September 1998
968 UN Doc A/Ac.109/1999/12. An act of trespass, promptly protested by the British Government. cf. 1829
969 Argentina's Vice President Carlos Ruckauf quoted in Clarin June 9, 1998
970 La Nacion June 10, 1998
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June 15th, an Argentine pilot, in his 1958 Piper Apache lands at Mount Pleasant Airport after flying from 

Comodoro Rivadavia. Met en-route by an RAF Tornado sent to investigate when the aircraft's approach was 

detected. The pilot, Ernesto Barcella, is carrying 2,000 tea bags, oranges and bags of flour. Allowed to land due 

to deteriorating weather conditions, Barcella is detained by the Falklands immigration authority. 971

In London, the Financial Times newspaper reports concerns that developments in Argentine domestic politics 

could derail the 1995 agreement covering hydrocarbon development in the south-west Atlantic. The article notes 

that the opposition Alliance in Argentina is committed to denying the validity of the agreements and that the bill 

currently before Congress runs counter to paragraph 6 of the joint declaration.

“... the Alliance warned that the accord, and consequent government inaction, could deprive Argentina of "tens 

of billions of dollars" in royalties and charges. The statement was signed by former president Raul Alfonsin, 

Fernando de la Rua, current presidential front-runner, and the rest of the Alliance leadership.” 972

HMS Edinburgh, a type-42 destroyer, arrives in the South Atlantic to take over as the Falklands Guard-ship.

June 19th, relatives of those who died when ARA Belgrano was sunk in 1982, arrive at the location in the South 

Atlantic to lay wreaths. Accompanying the relatives, are seven former crew members.

July 6th, at the UN, the Special Committee on Decolonization considers the Falklands. Falkland Island  

Councillors Norma Edwards and Sharon Halford represent the people of the Islands; while Maria Angelica 

Vernet, Enrique Pinedo and Alejandro Betts act as petitioners for Argentina. Chile introduces a draft-resolution 

calling for negotiations on sovereignty. 

In his address to the Committee, Argentina's Foreign Minister claims that the human right of self-determination 

is not applicable to the peoples of the Falklands, as it only applies; “... to peoples subjected to a colonial Power. 

In the case of the Malvinas Islands, it is obvious that the inhabitants are descended from the settlers who were 

transplanted illegally to those Territories by the occupying Power in the nineteenth century...” 

Fiji's member of the Committee questions its ability to pronounce upon the issue. 

“.. his delegation believed that the issue of sovereignty over the Falkland Islands was beyond the 
responsibility of the Special Committee and was, therefore, ultra vires of its mandate. The issue for the 
Special Committee was one of decolonization, not one of sovereignty. The future of the peoples of Non-Self-
Governing Territories must be decided by the people themselves.” 973

Chile's draft-resolution is adopted by the Special Committee on Decolonization without a vote. 974 

In response, Sierra Leone's representative complains.

“(The) resolution should make appropriate reference to the important issue of self-determination. As the
Special Committee was aware, there was no alternative to that principle.”

971 Released following assurance by Argentina that he would be prosecuted for breaching Argentine civil aviation 
regulations. Unsurprisingly, this did not happen after Foreign Minister Di Tella referred to the incident as an “internal 
flight” and Barcella's licence was revealed to have been issued by the USA. Treated as something of a hero on his return,
Barcella appears to have been more mad than bad, but this was not the first time that a small Argentine aircraft had 
arrived unannounced. cf. 1964

972 Financial Times June 15, 1998
973 UN Yearbook 1998
974 A/Ac.109/2122. Decolonization Committee resolutions are subsequently presented to the Fourth Committee for 

adoption by the General Assembly. No Decolonisation Committee Falklands resolution has been adopted by the General 
Assembly since 1988. See above
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“In a 6 July resolution, the Special Committee reiterated that a peaceful and negotiated settlement of the 

sovereignty dispute between Argentina and the United Kingdom would put an end to the colonial situation of 

the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) and accordingly requested them to resume negotiations.” 975

“Almost like a folklore tradition, the UN decolonization committee yesterday once again passed a resolution 

urging Argentina and Great Britain to negotiate the sovereignty dispute of the Falkland Islands. Although 

there was a consensus, the most important moment was when the representative of Fiji proposed, as quite a 

novelty, that a referendum be held so that the Kelpers can decide their own future, something which  Argentina

is opposed to.”  976

“Dante Caputo, former foreign minister under Raul Alfonsin and current deputy, said that the result "has its 

importance". However, and this is where he spoke about his difference with Guido di Tella's policy, "it is not a 

decision, which can be compared with those of other organisations of the United Nations, such as the General 

Assembly". Caputo pointed out that the committee is an organisation which is not important when compared 

to the General Assembly and Security Council. He said that the "current government withdrew its claim from 

the General Assembly in 1989, and that in my opinion is a serious mistake"...” 977

“It is like a ritual. With results always in favour of our country. This has been going on, without interruption, 

for sixteen years. … The only thing that was approved, by consensus, by the committee, was just another 

resolution, which is pretty much the same as the others. … As always it urges both sides to fins peaceful 

solution to the controversy, to put an end to the colonial situation. There are no changes. … What really took 

pace was just another "consensus." As happens each year. … What is being dealt with is an agreement exactly 

the same as the previous ones. … Without exaggerating it should be outlined that the Argentine position has not

been "strengthened" as far as recovering the Falkland Islands is concerned, more than that of another 

resolution, added to fifteen previous ones of the past. It is more of the same thing. ..” 978

July 10th, an updated Bullrich-Forsyth proposal is published in Penguin News.

“The new sixteen point draft reads as follows: 1. Both countries would jointly undertake to guarantee 

permanently the Islands autonomy, democratic constitution, territorial and marine boundaries, and to consult

and act together on defence and foreign matters relating to the Islands. 2. Autonomy would be defined as full 

responsibility for internal affairs as now,.. 3. The Islands present Constitution would be maintained except that

provision would be made for a Governor to be elected … 4. The Islanders would have the right to British and 

Argentine citizenship and could hold both passports if they chose to do so. 5. The treaty would provide for the 

establishment of a three man tripartite Commission (one man one vote) to oversee the implementation and 

functioning of the agreement. … 6. No Argentine troops would be sent to the Islands. The base at Mount 

Pleasant would be leased to the British for a fixed period... 7. The Commission would oversee the existing joint 

hydrocarbon and fishery commissions... 8. The Commission would be the forum for coordination between the 

islands and the two guarantors... 9. No taxes of any kind would be levied in the Islands by Britain or 

Argentina. However, Argentina's right to 3% royalty on oil or gas produced in Falklands waters would be 

recognised. There is a case for an equivalent payment to Britain. 10. Cost of defence, … would be borne by 

Britain and Argentina. 11. Britain, Argentina and the Islands would jointly declare the Islands a special 

ecological protected zone. 12. The Islands would have their own flag (which could be the present flag, with the 

islands' badge but without the Union Jack). The liaison office of the Commission on the Islands would normally

975 UN Yearbook 1998
976 Clarin July 7, 1998
977 Ambito Fianciero July 7, 1998
978 Emilio Cardenas quoted in La Prensa July 19, 1998. In 2022, this has been going on for 40 years. An annual 

pantomime, seemingly without end.
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fly all three flags. 13. The official name of the Islands would be the Falkland islands in English and Islas 

Malvinas in Spanish. Place names on the Islands would be a matter for the Islanders. 14. The agreement would

be understood as settlement of the dispute. … 15. Provision could be made for a referendum to be held in 

Argentina and the Falkland Islands. 16. The terms of the agreement would be notified to the United nations as 

constituting settlement of the dispute.” 979

On the same day,the Penguin News reports:

“... the BBC World Service has revealed that several of the (UN's Decolonization Committee) are under 

investigation for forging documents concerning the committee. According to the BBC's UN correspondent, Rob 

Watson, … the Secretary-General has initiated an inquiry into allegations that two officials employed by the 

committee, who are not diplomats, have created false memorandums pretending to be communications 

between the British and Americans and suggesting a scheme to discredit the committee and hasten its 

abolition. … the BBC correspondent's sources believe that, ironically, the forgeries may have been motivated by

fear that the Committee will be abolished. The Committee of 24 is one of many UN committees currently being 

examined for viability and relevance.” 980

July 16th, in Buenos Aires, Argentina's President Menem greets United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Anan.

“Menem thanked the General Secretary for the fact that, in spite of the requests for its elimination, he continues

to defend the decolonization committee of the UN, which has been dealing with the Falklands issue since the 

current government decided to withdraw the matter from discussion at the General Assembly.” 981

July 22nd, in Britain's House of Commons, Minister Tony Lloyd deals with questions relating to Argentina, 

Menem's visit to the UK, and the Falkland Islands. 

“... first I must acknowledge the serious disagreement that remains in our relations with Argentina—
over sovereignty over the Falklands. Argentina still disputes our claim. When we invited President 
Menem, we made it clear that the visit would not be an occasion to negotiate our sovereignty of the 
Falklands. Our position remains that we have no doubt about our sovereignty over the islands, and we 
remain fully committed to protecting the right of the Falkland islanders to determine their future.” 982

July 30th, the South-West Atlantic Hydrocarbons Commission holds its 5th meeting in Buenos Aires.

August 5th, the Buenos Aires Herald reports on a visit to Argentina by a Minister of State of the Foreign Office; 

“... Tony Lloyd yesterday reinforced British rejection of Senator Eduardo Menem's bill to punish oil firms 

which drill in the South Atlantic without paying Argentina royalties, … "Britain rejects the right of Argentina 

to impose taxation on companies operating in an area where Britain is sovereign...”

August 20th, the Supreme Court of Canada gives its opinion on the legality of succession by Quebec. On the 

definition of 'peoples,' the court says; “It is clear that a 'people' may include only a portion of the population of 

an existing state. ...”

In the Falklands, a decision is made to arm the fisheries protection vessels.

979 Largely ignored within the Falkland islands.
980 Penguin News July 10, 1998
981 La Nacion July 17, 1998
982 HC Deb 22 July 1998 vol 316 cc1094-100 
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September 18th, in the Penguin News letters section, a further letter from Dr. Marcelo Kohen is published. 

“I would like to have some reactions to my proposal to submit the dispute with Argentina to the 
International Court of Justice, published in the Penguin News vol.9 No.26. Who has the better claim to 
the islands? Are the Islanders entitled to self-determination? Both are legal questions and can be 
answered by the ICJ. If you are right, then Argentina must drop her claim at once and forever. If 
Argentina is right, then you have to negotiate with the methods to have your interests respected 
(autonomy, legislation, etc). I strongly believe that this is the only way by which no side imposes its 
views on the other and the only civilised way to proceed when people have a dispute. 

Other alternatives are the status quo, or the unrealistic Bullrich/Forsyth proposal. Their "shared 
sovereignty" is tantamount to decide that nobody is the sovereign of the territory. In a world still 
essentially composed of sovereign States, where nearly the whole of the merged surface of the earth is 
divided and attributed to them, the creation of such a hybrid situation is misleading. It is an attempt to 
avoid facing the problem, by begging the question of sovereignty, which is at the core of any sovereignty
dispute. Conceived of as a means of final settlement, it actually creates the potential basis for a new, 
and probably even more complicated, sources of conflict.” 983

“I have nothing against the International Court of Justice. Actually it's a very civilised peaceful way of solving 

any international dispute. The only problem with it is that it is quite a risky alternative to both sides of the 

dispute. … A legal arbitration normally does not leave room for intermediate solutions which seems to me the 

most just and convenient for all the parties involved in this case. … There is nothing wrong in using our 

imagination to find new solutions for old problems, specially when these solutions could be acceptable to all the

parties involved in the dispute.” 984

“Kohen is a recognized and prestigious jurist … at 64, he is still one of the most enlightened specialists in the 

legal case for the Malvinas Islands. That is, in the sovereignty conflict between Argentina and the United 

Kingdom. Kohen is deeply nationalistic and from his perspective of international law has advised the 

governments of Nestor and Cristina Kirchner to take the British to court, which he has later advised against 

due to his own experience.” 985

September 19th, interviewed by La Nacion, Acting-Governor Andrew Gurr is asked whether the Islanders' 

attitude towards Argentina has changed since Carlos Menem became President; “No, I believe that the majority 

of the Islanders will say that as long as the Argentines go on claiming the Islands or whilst the clause 

concerning the sovereignty in the Constitution is maintained, the situation will not change.” 986

September 29th, in Clarin; “The Kelpers want to "educate" the Argentines. During the last Councillors 

meeting in the Falklands, last week, they used these words to justify journalist Mariano Grondona's invitation 

to the Islands, on an Argentine passport, something which has been banned by the archipelago's 1982 

immigration law.” 

983 British invitations to take the argument to the ICJ had been turned down by Argentina in 1968 and 1982. cf. August, 
1997 above. Kohen had another letter published in Penguin News, on the same theme, on October 30, 1998. By which 
time he had apparently become an ' Acting Associate Professor of International Law'.

984 Conrado Bullrich in a Penguin News Special October 2, 1998
985 El Gobierno postuló a un abogado argentino para juez de la Corte Internacional de Justicia Natasha Niebieskikwiat in 

Clarin December 19, 2021. 
986 La Nacion September 19, 1998
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October 4th, Argentine journalist Marianna Grondona arrives in Stanley accompanied by an eight man film 

team, at the invitation of the Falkland Islands Government.

“Some islanders, including Councillor Norma Edwards, have strongly criticised the decision to invite the 

journalist to the Islands. Mrs. Edwards recently commented that if councillors believed the show would change

Argentine attitudes to the Islands, "then they must have their brains in their back pockets".” 987

“Asked who he felt the Falklands belonged to, Argentine journalist Dr. Mariano Grondona surprised Islanders 

at a public meeting this week by replying "They belong to you".  … "you function as a mini State". "I was 

surprised to see you as an autonomous community with your own targets, goals and resources," … adding that

he thought the Islands would depend on Britain, but, "it is all under your control".” 988

“The Islanders were only minimally impressed.” 989

October 10th, Chile's ex-dictator, General Pinochet, in London for medical treatment, is arrested under a 

warrant issued in Spain which alleges human rights violations. 990

“Baroness Thatcher has demanded that former Chilean Dictator General Pinochet be released from Britain, 

saying his actions shortened the Falklands war and saved British lives. … "there were indeed abuses of human 

rights in Chile and acts of violence on both sides of the political divide. However, the people of Chile, through 

successive elected democratic Governments, have determined how they should come to terms with their past". 

She describes part of that process as the settlement of the status of General Pinochet, saying neither Spain nor 

Britain should interfere in what is an internal matter for Chile.” 991

October 11th, back from the Islands, journalist Marianna Grondona has an article published in La Nacion.

“During the long meeting, … I carefully laid down two points for discussion. One that of the sovereignty 

dispute between the Argentine State and the British State (not the Islanders) which is on-going, and the other 

refers to the private property there is on the Islands (farms, houses companies) which, undoubtedly, belong to 

the Islanders. … we could say that from the perspective of public rights the Islands belong to us, from the 

perspective of private rights, they belong to them.” 992

The Bullrich/Forsyth proposal is presented to a seminar in Argentina, organised by the Argentine Foreign 

Relations Council (CARI) – The Present Situation and Perspectives for the Islands. Alistair Forsyth is 

accompanied by Lord Montgomery and Argentine Vice-Foreign Minister Andres Cisneros.

“A member of the Argentine opposition party and their leading foreign affairs policy maker, Lucio Garcia 

Solar, is said to have listened apathetically. Lord Montgomery, who while in the Islands suggested the 

Falklands situation 'might' inhibit commercial links between Argentina and Britain, complained that he had 

been insulted while in the islands in Penguin News articles. … Celia Szusterman (a member of the Institute of 

Latin American Studies of the University of London) became the target of critical remarks at the seminar when

she said, "The Malvinas are not Argentine, they may have been Argentine and they may be Argentine again, 

but they are not now Argentine".” 993

987 Penguin News October 2, 1998
988 Penguin News October 9, 1998. Grondona subsequently denied this interpretation of his words in the article published 

by La Nacion October 11, 1998. See below.
989 The Times October 27, 1998
990 Pinochet was held, in hospital, for 18 months before returning to Chile where he was indicted but never tried. Ex-Prime 

Minister Margaret Thatcher fought for his release and visited him in hospital. Pinochet died in 2006.
991 Penguin News October 23, 1998
992 All indications are that Grondona had changed his tune following his return to Argentina.
993 Penguin News October 23, 1998
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October 23rd, President Menem has an article published in Britain's Sun newspaper.

“The President of Argentina, Carlos Menem has offered his regrets for his country's invasion of the 
Falkland Islands. Writing for the UK tabloid the Sun, he said the 1982 conflict was a "sad and 
traumatic blot in the history of our relations". "Some brave young Argentine and British soldiers lost 
their lives in a conflict that should never have happened and that we deeply regret," he said. 

His statement appeared days before Mr Menem's trip to Britain next week – the first such visit by an 
Argentine head of state since the Falklands War. When asked if he was saying sorry for the war, Mr 
Menem told the BBC in Spanish: "No, saying sorry is something completely different."  Mr Menem 
stressed that Argentina would continue to assert its claim to sovereignty over the islands, which it calls 
the Malvinas. However, he said his country would never again try to take the Falklands by force. BBC 
Diplomatic Correspondent James Robbins says Mr Menem has used similar language about the 
invasion before.” 994

October 26th, Britain’s Foreign Secretary, speaking to the BBC in advance of the visit by Argentina’s President, 

signals that Britain could be prepared to ease an arms embargo in place since 1982. 995

“Hours before beginning his trip to Great Britain, in an interview with the Telam news agency, President 

Menem, yesterday, for the first time used the term "autonomy" to refer to possible solutions to the Falklands 

conflict.... Although the President did not point it out, this idea is similar to that of the Kelpers' self-

determination.” 996

The evening before the Argentine President's arrival in the UK, Falklands Councillors Jan Cheek and Mike 

Summers, meet with Foreign Secretary Robin Cook to discuss oil, fisheries and Argentina.

“They are placing great faith in the Government's assurance that the sovereignty of the Islands will remain 

with Britain, that this is not negotiable and that any attempt by the Argentine leader to raise it will be politely 

turned aside.” 997

October 27th, President Carlos Menem, arriving in London, tells the press; “.. I think that to a certain extent the

wounds have healed, ...” 

At a working lunch between Prime Minister Tony Blair and President Menem, the conversation does not include 

any mention of the Falkland Islands. After the meeting, Blair clarifies that; “The islands will not change their 

status unless their inhabitants express that desire themselves.” 998

October 28th, speaking to an audience at Lancaster House, Menem says; “As President of the Argentines, I 

repeat that we are fully convinced of the legitimacy of our historical rights.” 

“He couldn't go back to Argentina if he didn't raise the issue. Our concern is that he's turning what 
should be a visit to improve bilateral relations and trade into an opportunity for flag-waving over the 
Falklands.” 999

994 Menem ‘regrets’ Falklands invasion BBC News Oct 23, 1998
995 BBC News Monday October 26, 1998
996 Clarin October 27, 1998
997 The Times October 27, 1998
998 Falklands: reserved negotiations and attempts by Argentina and the United Kingdom to reach an agreement Juan 

Bautista Yofre in Infobae December 9, 2019
999 Councillor Jan Cheek quoted in The Guardian newspaper, October 27, 1998
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He makes no apology for the invasion of the Islands in 1982, but suggests a 'joint sovereignty' arrangement may 

still be the solution to the Islands' future..

“Argentine President Carlos Menem on Wednesday called to Britons to join Argentina in " … a constructive 

and imaginative search" for a solution to their disagreement over the Falkland islands. … Despite the call 

Islanders have received assurances from Her Majesty's Government that the sovereignty of the Falklands will 

not be discussed.” 1000

“Twenty-four hours before the end of his visit to Great Britain, Menem revealed yesterday that the government

is carrying out the necessary steps so that his daughter Zulemita will be able to visit the Islands and said that 

he is convinced that he could do so before the end of his term in office, in a year.” 1001

November 2nd, in New York, the General Assembly again defer consideration of the Falkland Islands for 

another year. 1002

November 11th, Argentina's Foreign Minister, Guido di Tella, approaches Penguin News with a request that the 

Falklands weekly journal publishes an open letter from Carlos Menem.

“Sisters and Brothers: I immediately felt the need to get in touch with you after my official visit to the 
United Kingdom where, as you know, I met Her majesty Queen Elizabeth, Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
many members of parliament and government officials, many business people and journalists. The fact 
that the the President of Argentina was invited and cordially welcomed by all, in spite of our existing 
differences with London, shows we all clearly understand the value of agreeing even to disagree. The 
atmosphere of democracy is not one of unanimity and uniformity, it is the civilised management of 
differences and, therefore the world is following attentively our behaviour. I am convinced that this visit 
and those meetings were very important, both to build trust and to strengthen the good relations existing
already between our country and Great Britain, as well as to create the best possible expectations of 
brotherhood and cooperation in that space all of us occupy in the South Atlantic.

The English and Argentine press have correctly pointed out that a spirit of reconciliation, the main 
inspiration for this visit, is the road necessary to heal old wounds opened by the regrettable 1982 war, a 
road we opened in 1989 with the re-establishment of our diplomatic relations. The moving ceremony at 
St. Paul's Cathedral, with veterans of both sides, was thus the most clear and stimulating symbol of the 
fact that those scars and that pain have now become friendship and mutual respect. Both public opinion
and the government in Britain have fully understood this gesture made by a peace-loving Argentina, a 
country growing in democracy and a brotherly and reliable partner for its neighbours in the region.

I firmly believe that this visit, to paraphrase Martin Fierro, "… will harm nobody and will benefit 
everybody". When goodwill, common sense and reasonableness prevail we all win: in this way, a 
positive moral strength is generated and then it will be possible to find a solution for the problems of the
past, while we get ready to face a better future for all. With my most heartfelt greetings – Carlos Saul 
Menem, Buenos Aires” 

November 12th, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission holds its 14th meeting in Buenos Aires.

1000 Penguin News October 30, 1998
1001 Clarin November 1, 1998. See 1999 below.
1002 UN GA Decision 53/414
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November 14th, in Clarin, Argentina's ex-ambassador to UNESCO, Gustavo Carabello, calls for the dispute with

the UK to be placed before the International Court of Justice.

“ A prior step would be to notify the United Nations General Assembly that Argentina wants to join the 59 

countries now recognising the international court's competence to judge conflicts involving international law 

and accepting its decisions as binding.” 1003

November 27th, a UNESCO conference debating the principle of self-determination concludes. 

“The principle and fundamental right to self-determination of all peoples is firmly established in 
international law, including human rights law, and must be applied equally and universally. The 
peaceful implementation of the right to self-determination in its broad sense is a key contribution to the 
prevention and resolution of conflicts, especially those which involve contending interests of existing 
states and peoples, including indigenous peoples, and minority communities. … Self-determination is 
achieved by fully participatory democratic processes among the people who are seeking the realisation 
of self-determination, including referenda where appropriate.” 1004

The South-West Atlantic Hydrocarbons Commission meets in London.

“A commitment to launch a licensing round in the Special Area of Cooperation was made this week … It was 

noted in a press release from the Commission that, "there is an encouraging number of points of principle on 

which both sides agree".  … The commission also made a commitment to creating conditions which would 

allow, "substantial participation in activities," by companies from both Argentina and Britain.” 1005

December 11th, another letter from 'Acting Associate Professor of International Law' Marcelo Kohen is 

published in Penguin News - returning to the theme of the International Court; “... Some of the comments 

unfavourable to the proposal stated that it is hard to have confidence that Argentina would respect a 

judgement that she did not like. The International Court of Justice's decisions are legally binding. In case of 

non-compliance, the other party can secure enforcement of the judgement through the Security Council, as 

provided for in Article 94(2) of the UN Charter. ...” 1006

December 12th, Chile suspends the scheduled Lan Chile flights to the Falkland Islands in ‘protest’ at the 

detention of ex-President Pinochet in London. 

“In a diplomatic swipe at Britain for its detention of the former Chilean dictator, Gen. Augusto 
Pinochet, the Chilean Government moved today to suspend all flights between Chile and the Falkland 
Islands, cutting off commercial air links between the British colony and the outside world. The 
initiative fell well short of breaking relations with London, as some senior members of the armed forces
have advised the Government of President Eduardo Frei to do. But senior Government officials said the
action was intended to force Britain into the embarrassing position of having to consider asking 
Argentina to begin flights with the islands. 

1003 As of 2022, Argentina had still not recognised the jurisdiction of the court as compulsory. The UK renewed its 
signature  most recently on February 22, 2017, as it has every so often (six times since 1929), but with a caveat that 
compulsory jurisdiction only applies to disputes arising after January 1, 1987. Britain originally signed up to the World 
Court in 1920 with a caveat date set 30 years before. With every renewal of signature, the UK's caveat date moves 
forward.

1004 The Implementation of the Right to Self-Determination as a Contribution to Conflict Prevention – Report of the 
International Conference of Experts. Barcelona 21-27 November, 1998

1005 Penguin News December 11, 1998
1006 Only in theory and Kohen is clearly being disingenuous. Should a case go against Argentine, it would be impossible to

enforce the decision as Argentina could still voice its pretensions. At best, Argentina would lose its opportunity to make 
its claims before the Decolonization Committee, where it had achieved nothing practical since 1966.
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The measure is also intended to show appreciation to Argentina, which lost the 1982 Falkland War to 
Britain, for its support of Chile's claim that Britain has no right to hold General Pinochet for possible 
extradition to Spain to stand trial for murder, torture and other human rights violations. Currently, the 
only commercial flights to the Falklands leave once a week from the southern Chilean city of Punta 
Arenas. Chile is also the base for daily supply flights to the islands. Argentina, which continues to 
claim sovereignty over the islands, has been pressing London to resume Argentine air links with the 
Falklands for years.” 1007

“British citizens are being advised against all non-essential travel to Chile by the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office in London. The advise, … state that: "Although street violence has abated over the past week, feelings 

against Britain and British nationals is likely to remain high, and could increase at any moment, for as long as

Senator Pinochet is in Britain.” 1008

December 17th, Britain's arms embargo against Argentina is relaxed, in favour of “new arrangements.”

“Licences will only be granted for exports that we are satisfied would not, now or in the future, put at risk the 

security of our Overseas Territories in the South Atlantic or our forces operating there.” 1009

“It had been widely expected after a successful visit to Britain by President Carlos Saul Menem. ''We will assess

all applications for licenses to export goods to Argentina on a case-by-case basis,'' (Tony Lloyd) added, 

explaining that there were now ''changed circumstances.'' But Mr. Lloyd (also) added: ''There has been no 

change in the resolve of the Government to protect our Overseas Territories in the South Atlantic. The 

Government remains committed to defend them and the right of self-determination of their people.'' Prime 

Minister Tony Blair promised Mr. Menem at the end of October that he would order a review of the 

embargo...” 1010

From Argentina, Foreign Minister Guido di Tella sends Winnie the Pooh books to the Falkland islands as 

Christmas presents.

1999 – January 1st, in his New Year's Message to the Falklands, PM Tony Blair, says; “... when I spoke to 

President Menem … I told him unequivocally that the sovereignty of the islands was not for negotiation, nor 

was the right of you, the Falkland Islanders to determine your own future ...”

Robin Cook's message to the Islanders as Foreign Secretary, addresses the Bullrich-Forsyth proposals of the 

previous summer; “We have made it perfectly clear that the wishes of the Falkland Islanders are what count. 

They do not want shared sovereignty and in those circumstances there is no question of us agreeing shared 

sovereignty...” 1011

January 2nd, in a press release, Argentina expresses; “... its unwavering determination to regain, through 

diplomatic negotiations, the exercise of sovereignty over the Malvinas Islands,..”

Documents become publicly available in Argentina regarding the 1967 Anglo-Argentine negotiations on 

sovereignty of the Islands. 1012 Interviewed by the press, Deputy Foreign Minister Andrew Cisneros says that he is 

unaware of the contents of the documents. 1013

1007 New York Times December 12, 1998
1008 Penguin News November 27, 1998
1009 Minister Tony Lloyd quoted in BBC News December 18, 1998
1010 The New York Times December 18, 1998
1011 Quoted in Laver 2001
1012 Unlike the UK, there were no laws governing the release of government documents.
1013 Clarin January 2, 1999
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January 3rd, interviewed by Clarin, Guido di Tella talks about his approach to the Falklands; '… I think it is 

time for great Britain and Argentina to sit down around the table, to discuss all matters, as the United Nations 

Decolonization Committee urges. And that we discuss everything, the sovereignty, the matter of the lights, the 

fisheries. … After 166 years,.. I believe that there is a level of trust with Great Britain that is better than ever 

since 1982.” 

January 8th, Islands Councillors agree to consider a request by the Argentine Federation of War Veterans to 

erect a small cenotaph in the Argentine Military cemetery at Fish Creek. Other proposals allowing Argentine 

next-of-kin to remain longer in the Islands, and to visit more frequently, are rejected.

January 12th, in Washington DC, at a press conference prior to a meeting with Argentina's Foreign Minister 

Guido Di Tella, US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright is asked about the Falkland Islands.

“Well, this is not a dispute between the United States and Argentina. I think that, clearly, there have 
been some proposals made, and as I said, I will be discussing this further with the Foreign Minister. But
the issue of Malvinas-Falklands is one that can be resolved by the United Kingdom and Argentina, and 
the United States can -- it is not appropriate for us to be specifically involved in this argument.”

January 16th, on South Georgia, Grytviken church is re-inaugurated by the Bishop of Tunsberg, Magne Storli. 

January 19th, in a supposedly private initiative, a 'bundle of ideas' is put forward by Anglo-Argentine journalist 

Nicolas Tozer to Island Councillors Mike Summers, Lewis Clifton and Richard Cockwell, with the implied 

support of Argentina's Foreign Ministry. The 'ideas' are based upon the premise that the Argentine Military 

Cemetery on the Islands would be declared as Argentine sovereign territory allowing Argentina to claim that it 

has achieved its aims of regaining sovereignty. That piece of land would fly the Argentine flag and have its own 

'representative' at Stanley. In return, Argentina would drop its sovereignty claim, amend its constitution and 

support a move for Stanley to host the Antarctic Treaty Secretariat. 1014

“Speaking to Graham Bound … Di Tella said, "There is not (as) such a proposal but I thought it was an 

interesting series of ideas which we should analyse. But we (the Argentines) did not produce these ideas. If the 

proposal is put to us we will analyse the merits with great care before giving any answer".” 1015

“As with prior initiatives, the islanders were highly negative in their opinions. … Press reports indicated that 

islanders deemed the proposal laughable. They failed to see the rationale of an Argentine territory consisting 

of a cemetery with a representative.” 1016

On the same day, Argentina's Telam news agency announce that Foreign Minister Guido di Tell has requested 

the UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan to, " encourage the British to start a dialogue on the Malvinas Islands...”

“Di Tella said, "This event is being watched not only by Argentina but also by Great Britain and I believe that 

this visit has been very important, because Mr. Kofi Annan was meeting representatives of all of the Argentine 

political forces not only of the Argentine administration". Di Tella said that it is not a question of the United 

Nations "stating that we are right or wrong but that, through UN mechanisms, we may be able to get to a 

negotiating table in order to talk to the British". He said, "We have asked him (Kofi Annan) to encourage the 

parties, the British, to sit and talk with us, because we are now hearing some disquieting rumblings". In this 

1014 There was a suggestion at that time that this 'bundle of ideas' were not dissimilar to suggestion put forward by 
Conservative MP David Davies in the early 1990's.

1015 Penguin News January 22, 1999
1016 Laver 2001
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respect, Di Tell said, "the islanders are now claiming that we are harassing them, but, since there is no 

dialogue, it is difficult for us to understand them".” 1017

January 25th, a new flag is adopted by the

Falkland Islands Government.1018

March 9th, Britain's Prince Charles visits

Argentina.

“Prince Charles shocked Argentina's politicians

and diplomats by stating his "hope" that

Argentina will be able to live amicably alongside

the Falklands. … the Prince,.. made the comment

in a speech to a VIP audience including President Menem. In his speech at the Alvear Palace Hotel the Prince 

said,..."My hope is that the people of modern, democratic Argentina, … will in the future be able to live 

amicably alongside the people of another modern, if rather smaller democracy lying a few hundred miles off 

your coast – a people just as passionately attached to their traditions – and be able to do so in a spirit of 

mutual understanding and respect, so that neither will again need to feel any fear from, or hostility towards, 

the other". Argentina's Vice-President Carlos Ruckauf said the Prince's speech was "intolerable" and that the 

Islands had been "usurped by Britain"...” 1019

Later, Argentina's Vice-President, Carlos Ruckauf, responds to a radio audience.

“The Prince took an intolerable attitude. The Islanders have no right to self-determination as the 
Prince suggested. His kingdom is a powerful country which has stolen the islands.”

March 13th, Prince Charles arrives in the Falkland Islands.

“Hundreds of enthusiastic Falkland Islanders gathered around the perimeter of the playing field outside the 

Community School in Stanley at a little after 6.30pm … to greet the future monarch. … He walked the few 

yards to the gateway set in the wall and was immediately engulfed by the people he had cheered enormously 

with the now famous speech he had given in Argentina – seen by most observers as expressing open support 

for the inhabitants of the Islands.” 1020

March 17th, in London, a Government White Paper – 'Partnership for Progress and Prosperity: Britain and 

the Overseas Territories' proposes a new relationship between Britain and its Overseas Territories, based on 4 

principles – 1. self-determination, with Britain willingly granting independence where it is requested and is an 

option; 2. responsibilities on both sides, with Britain pledged to defend the Overseas Territories, to encourage 

their sustainable development and to look after their interests internationally, and in return expecting the 

highest standards of probity, law and order, good government and observance of Britain's international 

commitments; 3. the Overseas Territories exercising the greatest possible autonomy; and 4. Britain providing 

continued financial help to the Overseas Territories that need it. 

“Part of the basis of the document was that the colonies (Overseas Territories) maintain their links with Great 

Britain if they so desired. Thus Great Britain changed its traditional claim over the Falklands based on its 

1017 Telam January 19,  1999 reported in Penguin News, January22, 1999
1018 The size of the arms was increased and the white circle removed.
1019 Penguin News March 15, 1999
1020 Penguin News March 19, 1999
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interpretation of the historical facts (certainly a weak position) for the principle of self-determination of the 

people. … Nothing is said about resolving the sovereignty disputes that exist over the Falkland Islands and 

Gibraltar, but the paper makes clear the policy of retaining the status quo,...” 1021

March 24th, in London, the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords rules that Chilean ex-President Pinochet

does not enjoy immunity for acts of torture committed after 1988.

“They then threw out all but three of the 32 charges,... The charges, which also allege conspiracy to torture and

conspiracy to murder, are contained in a warrant signed by a Spanish judge seeking to extradite General 

Pinochet to Spain. The 6-1 House of lords decision maintains the 83 year-old former dictator cannot be held 

accountable for acts of torture committed before 1988 when Britain made it an international crime. The final 

decision on whether Pinochet will be extradited or not now falls to the British Home Secretary, Jack Straw... 

Whatever his decision, it seems the LanChile question has moved far beyond the Pinochet case. Observers 

agree it is difficult to see what Chile has to gain if the link does end...” 1022

March 27th, Buenos Airean newspaper, Clarin, announces a visit by Guido di Tella to London with proposals for

a direct air service between Argentina and the Islands as an alternative to the current LanChile service which is 

threatened.

March 29th, Chile and the UK renew their air traffic agreements regarding flights to the Falklands archipelago.

March 31st, LanChile decide to continue with an interim charter flight, and file the necessary papers for over-

flight permission with Argentina. Permission is refused.

April 1st, La Nacion reports that Argentina is to send representatives to its fellow Mercosur countries to 

persuade them that any flights to the Falklands must include a stop-over in Argentina. 1023

“The eventual establishing of an air service from our country to the Falklands, could be the starting 
point for global negotiations with Great Britain concerning the sovereignty of the Islands.” 1024

April 2nd, attending a memorial service in Ushuaia, President Menem sends a “hug of gratitude” to the ex-

combatants that fought in the war of 1982, while Martin Balza, head of Argentina's armed forces, criticises the 

military leaders of that time. 

“According to General Balza, the surrender of the Argentine troops was not the worst moment. "What was the 

worst moment was the reception of the army troops by the military authorities, who should have treated them 

like Rome did their defeated. We went to the Malvinas with the feeling of fighting for something which is 

undoubtedly Argentine; we fought with all our hearts and those who first of all recognised the heroic fight of 

the soldiers, officers and NCOs were the English"...”  1025

During a BBC Calling The Falklands broadcast, Argentine Ambassador Rogelio Pfirter tells the audience that the

Falklands' issue; “cannot drag on forever. At some stage Britain and Argentina will have to reach some sort of 

understanding that will enable to address a question that has been hanging over us for so long.” 

1021 Bullrich 2000 p.224
1022 Penguin News March 26, 1999
1023 Mercosur is a southern trading block founded in 1991. Members are Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay. 

Venezuela joined in 2003, but was suspended in 2016.
1024 Deputy Marcelo Sturbin quoted in La Nacion April 1, 1999
1025 La Nacion April 3, 1999
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Also speaking, Viscount Montgomery, accuses the Islanders' elected representatives of being isolationist. Saul 

Pitaluga, Falkland Islands Association vice chairman responds that; “The sovereignty issue is undoubtedly dead 

in the water.” 1026

April 5th, at an event to mark Argentina's Veterans day, President Menem says that if the Falklands do not 

return to Argentina by the year 2000, as he had promised, the “pathways” will still be open. 1027

April 6th, Andres Cisneros, Argentina's Vice-Foreign Minister, flies to Chile to discus the LanChile flight.

“The lack of flights between the archipelago and the southern cone is the only pressure that Argentina can use 

to try and persuade the Islanders to resume communications with Buenos Aires. Cisneros had to go to 

Santiago because of the growing optimism of Falklands officials, who continue negotiating with Lan Chile and 

other Chilean companies to resume the flights as soon as possible.”

April 10th, following a submission of the necessary paperwork, Argentina again refuses over-flight permission to

a LanChile charter flight to the Falklands. Following consultation with the Chilean government, Lan Chile 

suspends its air link with the Falklands for 90 days; ostensibly in ‘protest’ about ex-President Pinochet’s 

continued detention in a London hospital. 

“This is not directly against Great Britain, but more a gesture of thanks from Chile to Argentina because of the 

country's position following Pinochet's arrest.” 1028

However, Argentine newspaper La Nacion reports that the Argentine Foreign Ministry; “... had got Chile, 

Uruguay and Brazil to reject the establishment of direct contact between their territories unless the flights 

stopped in Argentine territory.”

“If there are no flights, there will be no vegetables.” 1029

“The problems that we have with the air links options, … is that while some are commercially and technically 

feasible they are not politically feasible. Most of those that are politically feasible are not technically or 

commercially feasible.” 1030

“The islands know the Chilean decision has little to do with Pinochet – other than in name – but much to do 

with Argentine wishes and quiet arguments of Presidents Frei and Menem over your recent Southern Border 

agreement.” 1031

“The Chilean refusal to allow flights between the Islands and its territory is not a circumstancia fortuita (sic). 

Chile's position is solidarity but not solitary. Brazil and Uruguay do the same and this has nothing to do with 

Pinochet. Those who can see beyond the anecdote, will see that it is simply testimony of active solidarity – not 

mere rhetoric of other times – obtained from Mercosur stemming from the Potrero de los Funes Declaration, in

San Luis in 1996.” 1032

April 12th, Clarin publishes a piece by Andrew Cisneros; “The lack of air connection the Malvinas are today 

suffering is greatly a product of a closed policy, stubbornly opposed to dialogue on the part of the Islanders' 

representatives and the Islands' administration. This policy has added to the geographical isolation … the 

Islanders have cut off contact with the only two neighbours they have.”

1026 Penguin News April 9, 1999
1027 Clarin April 6, 1999
1028 Unnamed Chilean diplomat quoted in La Nacion April 10, 1999
1029 Argentina's Foreign Minister Guido di Tella quoted in La Nacion April 11, 1999
1030 Councillor Mike Summers quoted in Penguin News April 16, 1999
1031 Tim Miller in Penguin News April 30, 1999
1032 Argentina's Vice-Foreign Minister, Andres Cisneros, in La Nacion may 24, 1999
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April 15th, interviewed by Falklands Radio (FIBS), Guido di Tella denies any Argentine involvement in the 

Chilean decision to suspend the LanChile flights. Di Tella warns the Islanders against cancelling any next-of-kin 

flights in retribution, and tells the interviewer, Patrick Watts, that the Islanders are perceived as “intolerant and 

hostile.”

“The listeners, according to Mercopress, jammed the radio station's phone lines to say that they would, "prefer 

not to have an air link it it meant they had to have a stop-over in Argentina".” 1033

April 16th, the Chilean government is reported as threatening to ban British Airways flights into the country if 

the proposed extradition of General Pinochet from Britain to Spain, goes ahead.

April 28th, Britain's Prime Minister, Tony Blair, is quoted regarding the Chilean decision to stop LanChile 

flights to the Falkland Islands; “We have made it clear that we disagree with the decision, and we have made 

representations to the Chilean Government about it.”

May 7th, Governor Richard Ralph leaves the Islands at the end of his term of duty.

May 10th, a 20mm Mk.7A Oerlikan cannon arrives in the Falklands for the fisheries protection vessel.

“There is no doubt that the poaching the Falkland islands is having to deal with is systemic because the 

rewards are there … Skippers of poaching Far East jiggers have known that the islands' two patrol ships were 

not armed...” 1034

May 12th, Donald Alexander Lamont becomes Governor of the Falkland Islands.1035

May 15th, Falklands Fisheries Protection officers fire on an unlicensed Taiwanese fishing vessel, Shan Fu 8, 

which refuses to stop and be inspected, instead fleeing from the scene. Shan Fu 8 is hit but still refuses to heave-

to. The pursuit is abandoned at nightfall.

May 20th, a group of delegates from Argentina's opposition 'Alliance' parties have a meeting with the Foreign 

Office's Tony Lloyd in London. They are invited to extend their stay in the UK's capital for a few days so that they

can attend a planned encounter between Islands' Councillors and Guido di Tella. Consultations ensue with their 

leaders back in Argentina; “But the order that came from Buenos Aires was the following: "Keep to the original 

idea of promoting a bilateral legislative relationship to begin to find a solution to the conflict through a 

parliamentarian group. And that does not include the Islanders".” 1036

“The meetings were very fruitful because we saw important changes in the British position, before we were not

allowed to talk about the Malvinas and in this case it was the core of the conversation.” 1037

May 25th, Britain's Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, meets with his Argentine opposite number in London.

May 26th & 27th, in London, talks instigated by the Falkland Islands Government, take place between Islands' 

Councillors and an Argentine delegation. 1038 

The meeting is opened by Britain's Minister of State Tony Lloyd.

1033 Penguin News April 23, 1999
1034 Fishing News International May 1999
1035 Ambassador to Uruguay 1991 to 1994
1036 Clarin May 24, 1999
1037 National Deputy Fernando Maurelte quoted in La Nacion May 24, 1999. I have found no British reference to this 

meeting between Tony Lloyd and the Argentine cross-party delegation. Clearly not covered by the 'sovereignty 
umbrella'?

1038 Councillors Halford, Luxton, Cheek and Edwards faced Foreign Minister, Di Tella, his deputy Andres Cisneros, 
Ambassador Pfirter and other members of their Foreign Ministry.
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“Islands' councillors, supported by a British delegation, spent Wednesday and Thursday in meetings with 

Argentine politicians … At the meeting views were exchanged on air links and human contact to and from the 

Falkland Islands including access by Argentines and it was agreed, "to continue studying this matter 

constructively". ” 1039

“A joint statement from the British and Argentine delegations said that the talks were held "in a friendly, open 

and constructive atmosphere building on the new spirit in the relationship." Both delegations agreed to 

continue to work together to "make progress over a range of South Atlantic issues of common interest". The 

Councillors said: "We hope we can find ways of cooperating for our mutual benefit and learn to live alongside 

each other as friendly neighbours in an atmosphere of mutual respect."..” 1040

May 28th, Clarin announces; “For the first time Argentina has accepted that the Kelpers be part of the 

negotiation. In spite of this risky step it has not obtained the Islanders agreement to resume flights from the 

continent. This has been left to consultations in the islands.”

June 2nd, interviewed by the Falkland Islands Newsletter, Guido di Tella says that his country would be willing 

to sign a treaty, if Islands' Councillors will agree to a flight from Argentina.

“Councillor Halford told Penguin News, "In light of what the Foreign Minister has said in the interview, I can 

only presume he was not listening...” 1041

June 10th, Argentina issues its annual press release on its Day of Affirmation of Argentina's Rights over the 

Malvinas, South Georgias and South Sandwich Islands.

“On the day of the 170th anniversary of reaffirming the sovereignty of the Malvinas Islands, Foreign Minister 

Di Tella forecast that it will take longer than twenty years to be able to negotiate with Great Britain the 

recuperation of the archipelago.” 1042

June 16th, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission holds its 15th meeting in London. Revenue from fishing 

licenses issued by the Falkland Islands Government is estimated at £20 million.

“The Argentine delegation made reference to the concern of the Government of Argentina about the situation 

created by the British decision with respect to the area described in the annex to the joint statement of 26 

November 1990 and the area to the west of it. It expressed the hope that the matter would be resolved. The 

British delegation re-stated its position.”

June 28th, Foreign Secretary Robin Cook and Foreign Minister Guido di Tella meet in Brazil.

“The visits of Argentines to the Islands is an area in which the islanders are very flexible, more flexible than 

with the flights.” 1043

Argentina's President Menem also arrives in Rio de Janeiro, where he meets Robin Cook.

“Ten minutes were enough for President Carlos Menem and British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook to agree 

upon the hope that the Kelpers "think things over" and agree to resume communications with Continental 

Argentina. .. At the end of the meeting Foreign Minister Guido di Tella said that the British Minister had 

assured the president that "there is a favourable consensus to resume communications" with the islands.” 1044

1039 Penguin News May 28, 1999. Councillors accepted an invitation to dinner at Argentina's London Embassy. 
1040 Falklands Focus June/July 1999
1041 Penguin News June 4, 1999
1042 Clarin June 11, 1999
1043 Di Tella quoted in La Nacion June 28, 1999
1044 La Nacion June 29, 1999
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June 30th, Argentine newspaper La Nacion reports; “Three days before the meeting in New York between the 

Argentine and British delegations, British Deputy Foreign Secretary Tony Lloyd has said that Great Britain 

"will carry out these conversations with absolute respect for their constitutional mechanisms, and because of 

that, the islanders' autonomy has its limits". 

July 1st, in New York, the Special Committee on Decolonization commences its annual consideration of the 

Falklands NSGT. Speakers include Sharon Halford and Jan Cheek of the Islands' Legislative Council and 

Argentine petitioners Alejandro Betts, Carlos Moyano Llerena and Ricardo Ancell Patterson.

“We're certain of our right to self-determination and look to this committee to recognise that right, thus 

upholding one of the most basic principles of the United Nations Charter. … Why should we suffer 

discrimination in this matter because of our small populations and proximity to another more powerful 

country?” 1045

“This is a decolonization committee and one could ask whether it really is appropriate for us to be here. How 

long does one need to petition for a right that one is clearly entitled to.” 1046

Chile introduces a draft-resolution calling for sovereignty negotiations. 

Argentina's Foreign Minister speaks before the Committee.

“When we speak of the Malvinas Islands, we do not hesitate to recognize the existence of an identifiable
and well-defined community. There is no doubt that many of the islanders are the descendants and the 
result of a forcible territorial occupation which took place at the beginning of the nineteenth century. 
Virtually cut off from what was taking place only a few kilometres away, they lived and evolved 
alongside continental Argentina. It is clear from the events which occurred in 1833 that there was an 
earlier community, which had been largely displaced from the islands. The island community, whose 
existence and culture we are committed to respecting in our own Constitution, has a clear, dominant 
British identity, a characteristic which we recognize, but which is largely a result of the administrative 
shackles imposed for decades by the occupying Power, which have distorted the normal development of 
the South Atlantic.” 1047

As every year since 1991, the committee adopts Chile's draft-resolution by consensus. 1048

“In a 1 July resolution [A/54/23], the Special Committee reiterated that a peaceful and negotiated settlement of

the sovereignty dispute between Argentina and the United Kingdom would put an end to the colonial situation 

of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) and accordingly requested them to resume negotiations.” 1049

Speaking after the committee's decision.

“The representative of Antigua and Barbuda said the issue of the Falkland Islands was not an issue of 

decolonization, but rather it was an issue that should be placed before the Security Council or the General 

Assembly. The representative of Venezuela said that his country believed that negotiations between Argentina 

and the United Kingdom were the only way to resolve the dispute. The representative of Indonesia expressed 

1045 Councillor Jan Cheek quoted in Penguin News July 9, 1999
1046 Councillor Sharon Halford quoted in Penguin News July 9, 1999
1047 UN Doc A/Ac.109/2000/11. Port Stanley is 1198 kilometres (1180 miles) from Buenos Aires and 782 kilometres (486 

miles) from Rio Gallegos.
1048 Decolonization Committee resolutions are subsequently presented to the Fourth Committee for adoption by the 

General Assembly. No Decolonisation Committee Falklands resolution has been adopted by the General Assembly since 
1988. See below

1049 UN Yearbook 1999
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confidence that the dispute would eventually be amicably settled to the satisfaction of all parties concerned. 

The representative of Fiji said his delegation believed that it was necessary to focus on the persons inhabiting 

the Territories, and that the Committee needed to consult with the International Court of Justice for a legal 

opinion on the dispute. The representative of Grenada said that the dispute between Argentina and the United 

Kingdom had become less confrontational. He suggested that the inhabitants of the Falkland Islands should be 

involved in the process of discussions.” 1050

Having maintained only limited co-operation with the Decolonization Committee since 1986, the UK  adopts a 

different policy.

“6. UK policy evolved again by the mid-1990s, when it resumed some informal cooperation with C24, although 

the UK did not participate in formal Committee meetings. In 1999, the UK policy became one of an "informal 

dialogue on de-listing". The UK started informally discussing with successive C24 chairs the possible 

modalities for de-listing its Overseas Territories.” 1051

Following the Decolonization Committee hearing, Islands Councillors Jan Cheek and Sharon Halford, meet 

informally with a delegation of Argentina's opposition 'Alliance' politicians. 1052

“Mrs Jan Cheek and Mrs Sharon Halford, who were in New York to petition the United Nations decolonization 

Committee on July 1, also met informally with members of the Argentine Opposition party the same day. The 

meeting with Argentine politicians is described by the Falklands Council as, "A natural extension of the round 

of exploratory discussions held in London during May." In a press release from Gilbert House in Stanley, it is 

reported, "Councillors initiated this process in light of continuing improvement in relations between the 

governments of Great Britain and Argentina." … The agenda for the meeting consists once again of "Issues of 

common interest in the South Atlantic." … earlier this week, Argentine Ambassador to London Mr. Roger 

Pfirter, downplayed the significance of the meeting… A spokeswoman for the Foreign Office said it is not 

helpful that elements in Argentina are "talking up" the meeting… She described the talks as "informal" and said

that no "breakthrough" is expected.” 1053

July 2nd, further Anglo-Argentine talks take place in New York; attended by Islander Councillors.

“The negotiation began yesterday at 10 o'clock precisely. But after so many hours of tea, cakes and sympathy, 

in the Waldorf Astoria, the Foreign Minister, Guido di Tella and the British diplomats and two Kelper 

Councillors, for the second time running, didn't reach an agreement.” 1054

“After the first round of talks in London and New York, the Foreign Secretary (Robin Cook) made a political 

judgement that they (the Councillors) must capitalize on the dialogue. It was his idea. But I would not call it 

pressure.” 1055

July 11th, in Stanley, some 350 Islanders, aware that talks are taking place, but uninformed and suspicious about

what is happening, stage a protest. 1056

1050 Ibid.
1051 Memorandum by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office O.T.18 May 2011. cf. 1971, 1974 & 1986. See – 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmfaff/writev/overseas/ot18.htm
1052 Penguin News July 2, 2020
1053 Penguin News July 10, 2020
1054 Clarin Internet July 3, 1999
1055 Governor Donald Lamont in interview with Argentina's Clarin newspaper July 23, 1999
1056 Anecdotal evidence suggests that the reaction from the majority of Islanders was close to insurrection. Unruly protests 

took place outside the homes of councillors and two islanders broke into the armoury of the Falkland Islands Defence 
Force; removing firearms and ammunition. At the time, news of the extent of this Islander backlash was suppressed by 
the Blair government which feared an adverse reaction from the British public.
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“Falklanders protesting against Argentine pressure for access … are calling for a new council. More than 400 

Falklanders carried anti-Argentine slogans as they marched to Government House on Sunday with a petition 

demanding a general election. … Under heavy Argentine pressure, Chile extended a ban by six months on 

flights to the Falklands … demonstrators would rather do without tourism revenue … than making any 

concession to Argentine pressure.” 1057

“They were declaring their concern and venting their frustration that there had been insufficient consultation 

with all Islanders to assess their attitudes and allow them to voice their opinions.” 1058

Chile suspends the LanChile flight for a further 180 days.

July 13th, Argentine and British delegations meet in London.

“The United Kingdom delegation was led by the Secretary of State, Robin Cook, and the Argentine delegation 

by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Worship, Guido Di Tella. The United Kingdom delegation 

included members of the Falkland Islands Legislative Council...”

July 14th, following a further meeting, Britain and Argentina announce an agreement; after first reasserting the 

overarching use of the sovereignty-umbrella used in 1989. Councillors sign a joint statement as 'witnesses'. 1059 

The Joint Statement is published.

“The two Ministers recalled the Joint Statements made by the United Kingdom and Argentine 
delegations in Madrid on 19 October 1989 and 15 February 1990, which made possible the 
normalisation of relations between the two countries, and the re-establishment of successful co-
operation in the bilateral sphere. They agreed that the formula on sovereignty in paragraph 2 of the 
Joint Statement of 19 October 1989 applied to this Joint Statement and to its consequence. …

II. Access and Air Services: 1. Argentine citizens will be able to visit the Falkland Islands, on their own 
passports. This provision applies equally to Argentine citizens travelling by air and sea. 2. Full support 
for the immediate resumption of direct scheduled civil air services between Chile and the Falkland 
Islands by Lan Chile or any other carrier agreed between the Parties. From 16 October 1999, these 
services will include stops in mainland Argentina, where they will be able to take on and discharge 
passengers, cargo and mail. 3. The possibility of flights between the Falkland Islands and third 
countries was welcomed with the option, from 16 October 1999, of making stops in mainland Argentina.

III. Fishing: In the light of the shared commitment to the maintenance and conservation of fish stocks in
the South Atlantic, existing levels of cooperation between the United Kingdom and Argentina will be 
enhanced. In this context officials will meet shortly to consider the question of the relative stability of 
fish stocks, poaching, and other questions related to it and to recommend coordinated programmes of 
practical measures with the objective of putting them in place before 9 October 1999. 

IV. Confidence Building: 1. With a view to the further development of reconciliation and mutual 
understanding: a memorial to members of the Argentine armed services killed in action in 1982 will be 
constructed at the Argentine cemetery in the Falkland Islands. 2. The Argentine Government is 

1057 The Independent July 12, 1999
1058 Falkland Islands Newsletter No.75 October 1999. This incident was confused by The Times and Guardian newspapers

with another smaller demonstration about a visitor to the Argentine Military Cemetery unfurling an Argentine flag. The 
Times, in rather sensational headlines, reported 2000 people present – rather more than the population of Stanley. The 
flag incident only provoked a demonstration of some 150 people, on the airport road, as the visitors were leaving.

1059 Claims that this amounted to recognition of the existence of the FIG by Argentina are moot as the agreement (and its 
signatories) fell under the 'umbrella'.
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prepared to look at the question of toponymy in the Falkland Islands. To that end it will continue to 
consult the appropriate national institutions. 3. As the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and the 
President of Argentina agreed in October 1998, the two Governments will continue to work together to 
evaluate the feasibility and cost of clearing the land mines still present in the Falkland Islands.”

“On Wednesday in London, Britain and Argentina signed an agreement on a package of measures that they 

say will, "… build confidence and reduce tension between the Falkland Islands and Argentina". Councillors 

acknowledge that parts of the agreement, "contain elements which are difficult" such as access for Argentine 

passport holders, but say, "There are significant elements too, which are positive in developing the security of 

our economy and enhancing our rights. We have to look at the overall agreement and the part it plays in a 

wider continuing process of securing our future"... ” 1060

“Politically it is important that there has been a de facto recognition that the Islanders exist, and I believe that 

it was good that their signatures appear on the joint declaration. Not as Foreign Ministers, but yes as 

witnesses, as did the members of the Argentine delegation. But in legal terms the agreement was signed under 

the sovereignty umbrella.” 1061

“... at the 14th July meeting in London where, through an agreement which sidestepped the question of 

sovereignty, they became de facto third parties in the dispute. This is contrary to Argentina’s traditional 

position, which only recognises the United Kingdom, responsible for occupation by force in 1833, as the only 

valid interlocutor with whom to settle the dispute. Consequently, the Islands' colonial government has never 

been recognised; nor has it been accepted, (until the London event) that the islanders should sit around the 

negotiating table in a role other than as observers within the British delegation, without any rights to 

participate in discussions, let alone sign agreements. … During the meeting, Falklands government 

representatives Mike Summers and Sharon Halford, disguised as members of the British delegation, were the 

leading voices. They discussed the terms of the agreement with the Argentine Foreign Minister and then 

appended their signatures alongside those of the two foreign ministers, our ambassador to London and other 

high level officials. ” 1062

“Falkland Islands Councillors Sharon Halford and Mike Summers witnessed the Agreement on behalf of the 

Falkland Islands Government. It is significant that the Joint Statement records that the UK delegation 

included, "Members of the Falkland Islands Legislative Council," which may seem simply a reflection of reality,

but it is the first time that Argentina has been prepared to acknowledge that reality. … Foreign Secretary 

Robin Cook commended the Islands Councillors for initiating the talks, the third in a series of recent meetings 

between Britain and Argentina.” 1063

“The surprise agreement signed by the Argentine and British Foreign Ministers on July 14th was the result of 

an initiative taken by Falkland Islands Councillors. … there was a need for greater cooperation on fisheries, 

especially to combat poaching. There was a need to resume the flights from Chile that the Chilean Government 

had stopped as a reprisal for general Pinochet’s detention in Britain and as a result of Argentine pressure. 

Councillors believed that to retain the support of the British Public and Parliament they had to allow access to 

Argentine passport holders. Councillors also had the broader aim of achieving good neighbourly relations and 

building on the goodwill engendered by the visits of President Menem to Britain and the prince of Wales to 

Argentina.” 1064

1060 Penguin News July 16, 1999
1061 Governor Lamont quoted in Clarin July 23, 1999
1062 Argentine diplomat Lucia Garcia del Solar in Clarin October 8, 1999
1063 Falkands Focus September/October 1999
1064 Act of Faith by the Falklands in Falkland Islands Newsletter October, 1999 no.75
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At a Press Conference, Foreign Secretary Robin Cook answers questions.

“There is nothing whatsoever in this agreement that compromises the position either of Britain or of Argentina

in relation to sovereignty. What this agreement does though is show that we have managed our disagreements

on sovereignty in a way that has enabled us to make practical agreements between us and to carry forward 

the practical business that inevitably arises between Falkland islanders and the immediate neighbour on the 

Latin American mainland.... Yes, there have been some on the islands who have rejected this agreement. Our 

understanding, and very firmly the understanding of the Council as well, is that they represent very much a 

minority view within the Islands. Of course people are entirely at liberty … to express their view, but I would 

appeal to all those who have a view to express to do it legitimately, without violence and without intimidation 

which is not acceptable...” 1065

“At the subsequent press conference Robin Cook gave details of the meeting held "between the government of 

Argentina, of Great Britain and the Council of the Falkland Islands' [Islas Falkland in the original text]. … 

Robin Cook had no qualms about rubbing it in, when he said, "Argentine passport holders will have the same 

rights (to travel to the islands) as any other foreigner..." and Di Tell did not turn a hair.” 1066

The 'Joint Statement' is accompanied by a 'Side Letter' sent by Britain’s Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook to 

Argentine Foreign Minister, Dr. Guido di Tella.

“Visits

(1) An Argentine passport valid for the duration of the intended stay will be needed by an Argentine citizen for 

visits to the Falkland Islands.

(2) Argentine passports presented by visitors to the Falkland Islands will be stamped on the same basis as all 

other passports presented by visitors to the Falkland Islands.

(3) The number of visitors to the Falkland Islands at any one time needs to reflect local capacity including the 

availability of accommodation. Visitors will be required to arrange accommodation in advance and to have a 

return ticket and sufficient funds for their intended stay.

II Air Services

(1) The Argentine Government will seek the consent of the Chilean Government to the immediate resumption of 

civil air services between Chile and the Falkland Islands, operated by Lan Chile or any other carrier agreed 

between the Parties.”

LanChile stop-overs in Argentina are limited to two a month. Also, albeit not stated, responsibility for the upkeep

of the Argentine Military Cemetery near Port Darwin, passes to the relatives of those buried there. There is no 

agreement for any Argentine flags to be flown in the Military Cemetery at Fish Creek, or anywhere else in the 

Islands. Argentina does commit to recognising the capital of the islands as Stanley, not Puerto Argentino. 1067

“The Madrid declaration of 1990 already established to consider "the situation of the contacts between the 

Malvinas Islands and the mainland." This was long postponed, also because of British reluctance. The conflict 

was that for Argentina the flights to Malvinas were "internal" while for Great Britain they were 

"international". Finally, in "The Joint Declaration" of July 14, 1999, was established a regular weekly flight of 

the Chilean company LAN Airlines between Punta Arenas and the Malvinas Islands with two monthly stops in 

Río Gallegos. This declaration was ratified by (an Argentine) decree law of June 2002. For the Argentine 

1065 Penguin News July 16, 1999. 350 protesters would have amounted to over 12% of the populations. The equivalent of 
well over 6 million in the UK in 1999

1066 Lucia Garcia del Solar in Clarin October 8, 1999
1067 Another commitment that Argentina has conveniently forgotten to implement.
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Foreign Ministry this means that, as Chile recognizes the Falkland Islands as Argentine territory, the sections 

between Punta Arenas and Río Gallegos and between Punta Arenas and the Malvinas Islands are 

international routes between Argentina and Chile, while the section between Río Gallegos and the Malvinas 

Islands is considered cabotage within Argentine territory, for which LAN Chile has (Argentine) Decree 

1179/2002 as an exception to the reservation of cabotage traffic for Argentine airlines. A decent result but 

(one) that borders on the extremely formal compared to the reality of a concession that (again) only benefits 

Great Britain.” 1068

The Falkland Islands Government issue a statement.

“We recognise as much as anyone else that even limited access by Argentine passport holders is a very 
difficult pill to swallow … we believe granting access to Argentine nationals is a necessary step to take 
in order to retain the support of the British public and Parliament.” 1069

# Researcher's Comment: Despite being, seemingly, initiated by Island Councillors, the discussions, were kept 

secret from the majority of the Islanders. The reasons appear obvious – they were likely to oppose it. Once 

written up, Islanders were presented with a fait acompli and the whole accord spun up to appear rather better 

than it actually was. Spin being something very much associated with the Blair years in government. Any 

impetus for this agreement seems to have originated with a few business interests in the islands, and a Labour 

Government which had long been under pressure to make concessions to Argentina from within its own ranks. 

The result would allow Argentina to antagonise the Islanders with every flag waving batch of veterans flown out 

at its taxpayers expense.

“Before the ink was even dry, President Carlos Saul Menem called his recent agreement with Britain to allow 

Argentine tourists to visit the Falkland Islands for the first time since the 1982 Falkland war ''the crown jewel'' 

of his 10 years in office. Overjoyed by his self-proclaimed diplomatic victory, Mr. Menem said his daughter, 

Zulema, would be on the first commercial flight between Argentina and the Falklands in October. He said he 

would soon follow, hinting that he might even make it to the South Atlantic archipelago before his term ends in 

December as a victorious swan song. Not to be outdone, Foreign Minister Guido Di Tella said he wanted to 

go...” 1070

“The agreement was the climax of Di Tella's policy of seduction.” 1071

“It should be remembered that the instruments of the July 14, 1999 were not submitted to the National 

Congress for approval.” 1072

July 16th, reported in Clarin. 

“The name Puerto Argentino has its days numbered. The government already analyses the formal 
alternatives to repeal the decree by which the former de facto president Leopoldo Fortunato Galtieri 
renamed the Malvinese capital on April 16, 1982. The joint statement signed by the foreign ministers of
Argentina and the United Kingdom in London on Wednesday included that "the Argentine government 
is ready to discuss the issue of toponymy in the Malvinas Islands." A day later, with unexpected 
urgency, the project had already started. Yesterday two appropriate mechanisms began to circulate 

1068 Caviasca 2018
1069 The History of the Falkland Islands M. Cawkell 2001 p.169.  
1070 New York Times July 31, 1999. There appears to have been another unwritten agreement that high-profile visits would 

not take place without a prior invitation from the Falkland Islands Government.
1071 Bullrich 2000 p.228
1072 La problemática jurídica y política de la cuestión Malvinas Armando Daniel Abruza in Malvinas: Una Cause 

Regional Justa 2020 (CLACSO) p.40. Congress is required ti ratify treaties, not ‘statements’. 
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from the officialdom to remove – literally – from the map the Argentine port. The first is the law bill 
that will be presented today (by) the deputy Justicialist Fernando Maurette – with the permission of 
Chancellor Guido Di Tella – in the Lower House.” 1073

July 19th, a public meeting is held in Stanley.

“Councillors were accused of breaking promises during Monday's public meeting on the Argentine/Falklands 

agreement. Around four hundred people crowded in to the Town Hall meeting at which members of the public 

said councillors had not fulfilled their promise to return to the Islands and consult with the electorate before 

signing any agreement. Councillors responded saying they had had to move fast to capitalise on what they 

wanted to achieve. Councillor Summers said, "We either had to jump or drown – we jumped". … Councilor 

Clifton spoke of how the agreement involved the Argentine Government recognising the Falklands Government

for the first time. … Councillor Edwards spoke out against the deal...” 1074

“The councillors had opened the floodgates to mass, virtually uncontrollable, Argentine tourism, despite the 

fears of many – perhaps the majority – of ordinary Islanders.” 1075

“During the public meeting in the Islands where those who had been in London reported on what had been 

agreed. Legislative Council member Richard Cockwell said that after 160 years, Argentina, thanks to the 

agreement, had finally recognised "the government of the Falkland Islands". … This leads to one of the most 

incomprehensible aspects of Argentine diplomacy in Lindon, which not only affects national honour but also 

compromises the efficient defence of our case.” 1076

“Those who opposed the new attitude to Argentina remained angry with their elected councillors … Some of 

them found difficulty in explaining this emotion rationally, and I knew them well enough to realize that they 

were not merely resisting progress or change. These were deeply held feelings that stemmed from 1982 and the

psychological baggage they carried.” 1077

July 20th, two Argentine journalists, Ana Gerschenson (Clarin) and Marcella Mora y Araujo (La Nacion), arrive 

in the Falklands on Argentine passports. 1078

July 21st, Chile's Government lifts the ban on the LanChile flight to the Falklands.

“.., "… it is clear that Chile's attitude of support to the Argentine position has been a very decisive 
element in the agreement reached," said Foreign Minister Gabriel Valdés...” 1079

“Flights from Punta Arenas carry tourists and about 24 tons of products per month. It seems that the flights 

from Punta Arenas do not give any benefit to Argentina and represent a great oxygen for the colony that can 

easily provide things and have a viable civil exit, this allows between 200 and 300 Chileans to be working on 

the islands, 160 have permanent residence (some already consider themselves British islanders), which is a 

high figure for such a small population (with the authorization of the flight, the Chilean presence as permanent

inhabitants went from 1.5% to more than 6%). ... Kelpers also have a fluid communication with the continent 

which they appreciate very much.” 1080

1073 Clarin July 16, 1999. the question, part of the agreement, appears to have been deferred until after the following 
election in October, 1999. Never again resurrected despite the accord.

1074 Penguin News July 23, 1999
1075 Graham Bound in Penguin News August 6, 1999
1076 Lucia Garcia del Solar in Clarin October 8, 1999
1077 Gurr 2011
1078 Not the first Argentine passport holders to arrive in the Islands. See November 3, 1993
1079 La Nacion July 16, 1999
1080 Caviasca 2018
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On the same day, in Buenos Aires, British Foreign Office Minister, Tony Lloyd, praises President Menem's role in

achieving the Anglo-British agreement. 1081

“I want to pay tribute to the important role played by President Menem, who has worked very hard to 

strengthen relations between our countries.” 1082

An opinion poll conducted in Argentina by MORI reveals that while 44% of those polled are happy with the 

Anglo-Argentine agreement on flights, 61% did not feel it was a great step forward. Only 16% believed that 

Argentina would eventually regain sovereignty.

July 22nd, the South-West Atlantic Hydrocarbons Commission holds its 7th meeting in Buenos Aires.

“The Commission will be ready to license when the industry is more confident about committing funds to high 

risk exploration areas.” 1083

July 23rd, Clarin reports that the Governor of the Falklands has advised Argentina's Foreign Minister not to visit

the Islands as there is likely to be a hostile reaction; “The visits of important people are a delicate subject. The 

agreement is still very controversial in the Islands... I don't want to sound negative but there are people with 

very strong opinions, and we need to continue with the process. … As Governor I would not want to be in the 

position in which a distinguished visitor is not received as one would wish. It has to be recognised that there is 

a local sensitivity and we don't want anything to happen to reverse the process. Let's proceed cautiously. It 

would be unwise of me to say that it would be good for a visit … The atmosphere in the Islands is such that it 

would be to invite problems and hostility against the visitor. And that isn't what we want.” 1084

July 26th, in Buenos Aires, President Menem defends the agreement; “We are not going to lower our arms until

sovereignty returns to our Fatherland.” 1085

“The Federation of Veterans have publicly expressed their rejection of the agreements signed two weeks
ago and consider that to present their passports recognises British sovereignty.” 1086

July 31st, La Nacion reports an interview with the Falklands Representative in London, Sukey Cameron; “She 

doesn't smile, her courtesy is more like distant dealings and if there is something that she has too much of, it's 

not words. Sukey Cameron... didn't alter her tone when she assured La Nacion that, "We haven't got anything 

against the entry of Argentines. The requirements we ask for to enter the Islands are the same as for any 

foreigner"...” 

August 1st, a supposed terrorist group – Comando de 2 de Abril – threaten to shoot down the LanChile flight 

destined to stop-over at Rio Gallegos; complaining of the, “shameful conditions imposed by the British.”

August 7th, the first LanChile flight following the agreement, lands in Mount Pleasant. 1087

“The attitude of many was hostile, arrogant and intrusive and they produced some of the most 
malicious journalism the Newsletter has ever seen. Those Islanders known to oppose the recent 

1081 Replaced by John Battle MP in a reshuffle, less than a week later.
1082 Quoted in Penguin News July 23, 1999
1083 Phylis Rendell, Director of Mineral Resources, quoted in Penguin News, July 30, 1999
1084 Clarin interview with Governor Lamont published in Penguin News  July 30, 1999
1085 La Nacion July 27, 1999
1086 Ibid.
1087 On board were forty-eight Argentinians, including thirty-five journalists, according to the Daily Telegraph August 9, 

1999. The Times, of the same date, gave the number as 70 Argentines, with 35 reporters. Both mentioned one war 
veteran (Edgardo Esteban?).
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agreement were targeted, and the Argentines gloated over the divisions in Falklands society that it had 
caused. ... La Nacion was unusually aggressive. Its reporter, Diego Perez Andrade, had been a Telam 
journalist during the '82 war.” 1088

“... about thirty Argentine media and business people stepped on to the MPA tarmac as twilight descended. 

Since the flight did not touch down in Argentina they had taken the trouble to go to Chile first in order to catch 

it. One, dressed as a gaucho, knelt and kissed the surface. The symbolism of the act was lost on me, as the 

tarmac was almost certainly imported from the UK. … Mr. Diego Maradona was not on the flight as had 

originally been promised. He was suggesting that he might come on 16 October, when the direct link with 

Argentina was resumed, but a journalist that knew him expressed doubt. She muttered something about the 

dearth of nightclubs in Stanley.” 1089

August 8th, an Argentine national, Martin Matzkin, unfurls an Argentine flag at the Military Cemetery at Fish 

Creek; laying it over a grave.

“An Argentine flag flew yesterday in the Argentine Cemetery at Darwin (sic) in front of the 236 graves of the 

dead of the 1982 war. Martin Matzkin, second cousin to the Vice-Minister of the Interior Jorge Matzkin, who is 

part of the group that arrived on Saturday in the Malvinas Islands, accomplished his dream yesterday and 

unfurled the colours of the Fatherland in Malvinas territory.” 1090

August 14th, Falkland Islanders stage a protest aimed at Argentine journalists in the area of Wall Mountain. 1091

August 15th, the reporter from Argentina's Clarin newspaper details his departure from the Islands; “Some 50 

kelpers yesterday cut the road connecting the city with the airport of Mount Pleasant and attacked kicks and 

punches (at) the micro carrying the Argentine contingent, which was the most serious incident of the visit. The 

kelpers, who mobilized some thirty trucks, were upset by the presence of Argentine and news of government 

plans for President Carlos Menem to visit the islands on October 16...” 1092

“More than 200 people attended Saturday's demonstration which protested against access to the Falkland 

islands for Argentine passport holders. Although the protest was largely peaceful, a number of people are said 

to have obstructed the passage of a bus carrying Argentine journalists, and spat and kicked at it. … One 

protester was physically removed from the road by a policeman after he ran in front of the bus in an attempt 

to prevent it driving away.” 1093

August 24th, in response to an Argentine request that a permanent Argentine/British Parliamentary 

Commission be set up to deal with any issues following the latest agreement, Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 

declines, stating that the existing friendship group, headed by Tom Cox MP, should be quite sufficient.

August 27th, in London, Chairman of the Falkland Islands Association and ex-Governor of the Falklands, Sir 

Rex Hunt, calls upon Argentina to deliver on its promises regarding a fisheries agreement. By October 9, as laid 

down in the agreement of July 14, 1999. Sir Rex tells Association members; “The majority of our Committee 

continues to support the democratically elected councillors for as long as they continue to enjoy the confidence 

of the majority of the electorate.”  1094

1088 Falkland islands Newsletter October, 1999
1089 Gurr 2011
1090 Clarin August 10, 1999
1091 Not widely reported but noted in a court case against a coach driver for driving without care and attention. See 

Penguin News October 1, 1999 p.2
1092 Clarin August 15, 1999
1093 Penguin News August 20, 1999
1094 Penguin News August 27, 1999
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“Public anxiety is now focusing on a key date, 9 October, by which time Argentina and Britain must reach a 

fisheries agreement long since demanded by the Islanders. Negotiations will commence in Madrid on 2 

September. In the event of such an agreement not being reached … the local government threatens to stop 

access to Argentine nationals. Although the MFA (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) say the islanders alone could 

not take such a measure, there is a unanimous view on behalf of the councillors that they have full authority, 

delegated by the British government, to control civil aviation and immigration matters in their territory.”  1095

September 2nd & 3rd, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission meet in Madrid.

“... eight practical measures to combat illegal fishing were agreed yesterday, these have been recommended to 

the respective government to take effect from 9 October next as envisaged in the 14 July agreement. ... A joint 

communique issued by British and Argentine government ... says that important consensus has been reached 

to control poaching (and) a series of measures of scientific cooperation... A diplomatic source told Clarin "the 

islanders have an exaggerated degree of optimism of the advantages they may get from the Madrid 

meeting"...” 1096

“Councillors have welcomed progress made at the recent fisheries meeting with Argentina ... As a result they 

say they will not be threatening to withdraw access to the islands for Argentines or prevent an air link with 

Rio Gallegos. ... Councillor Edwards, however, who has traditionally opposed the July 14 agreement, said 

although she was pleased that there was some movement on fisheries she was unhappy that there was going to

be no detailed and signed agreement.” 1097

“Granting the islanders so big a role in matters as vital as fisheries policy in disputed waters is tantamount to 

favouring intentions which are completely against our national interest.” 1098

September 5th, Argentina's Federacion Nacional de Veteranos de Guerra de Malvinas, at a congress in Sala, 

resolve not to return to the Falklands if they have to show their passports. 

America's New York Times reports.

“... the agreement has not turned out to be everything Mr. Menem had hoped. His hand-picked Vice 
President, Carlos Ruckauf, has sharply criticized the pact for obliging visiting Argentines to carry 
passports, an explicit recognition that the archipelago is foreign soil and not Argentine, as stated in the 
Constitution. … There have been several small but nasty demonstrations against the agreement, 
including one in which a few hundred islanders burned an Argentine flag and threw stones at the house 
of a local official who supported the negotiations that produced the agreement. ... the British Governor 
on the islands gave an interview to Clarin that warned high-placed Argentines to stay away. "The 
atmosphere in the islands is such that it would be asking for problems and hostility toward the visitors," 
the Governor, Donald Lamont, said. "I don't want to sound negative, but there are people with very 
strong opinions." Councilor Mike Summers, who was one of two Falkland representatives who helped 
negotiate the agreement, told an Argentine radio station that Mr. Di Tella and Miss Menem ought to 
postpone their visits, because, "there are still angry feelings in the Falklands toward the Argentines."...”

September 10th, at the UN, the Special Committee on Decolonization publishes its report for 1999; “The 

Special Committee should continue to encourage the resumption of negotiations between the Governments of 

Argentina and the United Kingdom, aiming at finding a solution to the question of the Falkland Islands 

1095 La Nacion August 29, 199
1096 Clarin September 4, 1999
1097 Penguin News September 10, 1999
1098 Lucia Garcia del Solar in Clarin October 8, 1999
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(Malvinas) and taking into consideration the interests of the population of the Territory, in accordance with 

the relevant United Nations resolutions and decisions.” However, there is no recommendation within the report 

suggesting that the General Assembly adopt the Committee's Falklands resolution of July. 1099

# Researcher's Comment: Ever since its creation, the Special Committee on Decolonization has prepared an 

annual report which it has transmitted to the General Assembly (GA) via the Secretary-General. Acting on 

instructions from the GA, between 1982 and 1989 the Secretary-General added his own report before sending 

both to the GA. However, without a specific mandate after 1988, the Secretary-General's reports ceased while 

the Committee continued to inform the GA of its work. Between 1998 and 1999, there was a notable change to 

the format of the Committee's report. Up to, and including 1998, the Committee noted its decisions and 

resolutions for the various territories and either recommended their resolution for adoption by the General 

Assembly, or – as in the case of the Falklands – merely published the resolution in its entirety. 

The 1999 report was different, containing a separate section specifically entitled 'Recommendations' in which 

the Committee listed those resolutions and decisions that it wished to see adopted by the General Assembly. In 

1999, every Special Committee resolution of that year was listed with a recommendation for adoption by the GA 

except that of the Falkland Islands. The committee's Falklands resolution was published in the report before the 

recommendations section. The implications should be obvious; that the attention the Special Committee gives to

the issue of the Falkland Islands during its hearings is merely a placebo as it has no intention of recommending 

its resolution to the General Assembly of the United Nations.

The Menem administration suggested that it had withdrawn the Falklands question from the remit of the 

General Assembly. Britain's government has never commented, but in 2012, a document was published 

seemingly without anyone noting the latter part of the first paragraph.

“The C24 also hears oral "petitions" from individuals and groups from the territories, as well as any 

statements from the Administering Powers, and calls on the General Assembly to agree to their programmes 

of work. The C24 then adopts resolutions on each territory. Most of these are then forwarded to the UNGA, via

its Fourth Committee. All C24 resolutions on UK OTs reach the UNGA, except that on the Falklands (a position 

agreed by the UK and Argentina since the resumption of bilateral relations in 1989/90). On Gibraltar the C24 

adopts a consensus decision, which both Spain and the UK support. The Fourth Committee debates and adopts

the consensus decision, and UNGA simply takes note of the decision.” 1100

September 11th, La Nacion describes Robin Cook's response regarding the friendship group as effectively 

giving the go-ahead for sovereignty discussions; an assertion promptly denied by the London.

September 20th, Minister Di Tella has an informal meeting with the British Foreign Secretary in New York.

“Foreign Ministers Di Tella of Argentina and Robin Cook, of Great Britain, congratulated each other over the 

first results of the London agreement they they themselves signed.... "I feel very satisfied and am very 

contented with the functioning of the agreement" said Cook to his Argentine equivalent. A comment that Di 

Telia reciprocated. The two Foreign ministers met last night alone in the United Nations building. Both had 

come here to take part in the annual assembly of that international organisation. Di Telia took advantage of 

the occasion to thank the British diplomat for the support he gave last month to the creation of an 

interparliamentary commission that will be dedicated to debating matters in common, in particular, of the 

1099 Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples for 1999. cf. 1989 & 2014

1100 See - https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmfaff/writev/overseas/ot18.htm
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South Atlantic", which was the initiative of Deputy Fernando Maurette (Peronist Capital), President of the 

Foreign Relations Commission of the lower house. An idea that was supported by politicians of both 

government and opposition.” 1101

“Cook and Di Tella discussed the next diplomatic steps in the conflict over the Malvinas up to the change of 

Government on December 10th in Argentina. The meeting lasted half an hour and, as an Argentine diplomatic 

source commented later, "was a positive meeting in which there wasn’t any discussion of major subjects, 

instead everything was about the implementation of the agreements" reached last July 14th in London. Over 

this, a source told Clarin that the possibility of a trip by Foreign Minister di Telia himself, as had been hoped 

for once, had been completely discarded. There was even less chance of a trip by Menem or his daughter 

Zulemita. which had been publicly rejected by the Kelpcrs as a possibility. Nevertheless, another source 

consulted said that Cook had taken note of the importance that a high level visit might have for the 

inauguration of a monument in memory of the fallen Argentines that arc buried in the Darwin cemetery.” 1102

September 21st, at the opening of a new session of the UN, President Menem tells the General Assembly that he

is convinced the conditions exist for Argentina and Britain to begin a dialogue towards a definitive solution of the

sovereignty dispute. 1103

September 22nd, the UK responds to Menem's statement; “Representatives of the Territory had asked the 

Special Committee on Decolonization to recognize that they, like other democratic people, were entitled to 

exercise the right of self-determination and reiterated that the people ... did not want to be part of Argentina.”

The UK sends a letter to the UN Secretary-General.

“The British Government shares the President of Argentina’s satisfaction at the strengthening of 
relations between our two countries in the last year, ... culminating in July in the signing by British and 
Argentine delegations of an agreement on practical arrangements on access for Argentine citizens to 
the Falkland Islands, air links to South America and measures to enhance fisheries cooperation and to 
combat poaching of fish stocks. These measures represent an important advance in our bilateral 
relations and a milestone on the path of reconciliation. There is, however, nothing in the agreement that
compromises the position of the United Kingdom in relation to its sovereignty over the Falkland 
Islands: we have no doubt about Britain’s sovereignty over the Falkland Islands and the other British 
dependencies in the South Atlantic. 

The wishes of the people of the Falkland Islands must be heeded. The elected representatives of the 
Islanders expressed their views clearly when they visited the United Nations for this year’s debate in the
Committee of 24. They asked the Committee to recognize that they, like any other democratic people, 
were entitled to exercise the right of self-determination. They reiterated that the people of the Falkland 
Islands did not want to be part of Argentina. This year’s agreement, however, showed clearly that we in 
the United Kingdom and Argentina can manage our differences on sovereignty while making practical 
arrangements on matters of common interest in the South Atlantic. The British Government is confident 
that our relations will continue to flourish in that spirit of reconciliation, cooperation and mutual 
interest.” 1104

1101 La Nacion September 21, 1999
1102 Clarin September 21, 1999. The Argentine Military Cemetery is at Fish Creek, not Darwin.
1103 UN Yearbook 1999
1104 UN Doc A/54/420
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September 26th, in Britain, the annual Labour Party conference commences.

“Robin Cook praised the fisheries and communications agreement reached with Argentina last July concerning

the Falkland Islands as one of the achievements of the current Labour Government.” 1105

On the same day in London, the Sunday Times reports that Chilean ex-President Pinochet has suffered a stroke 

which has left him bedridden.

October 5th, the UN's Fourth Committee reviews the report of the Special Committee on Decolonization. Cuba 

and Uruguay make passing mention of the Falkland Islands, to which, exercising a right of reply, the UK's 

representative tells the Committee that her Government's position is well known.

October 8th, two Falklands councillors meet with the Foreign Office Director for the Americas, Peter 

Westmacott, to discuss whether a long term fisheries agreement will be signed before the 9th as dictated by the 

agreement with Argentina; “Late on Thursday evening, they had nothing new to add.” 1106

October 13th, in a letter to the UN, responding to Britain's response of September 22nd, Argentina rejects; “... the

terms of the letter of the United Kingdom regarding the claim that the 'wishes' of the inhabitants of the 

Malvinas should be respected. The Argentine Republic has repeatedly proven its commitment to protect the 

'interests' of the islanders.”

“The Government of the Argentine Republic fully endorses the ideas put forward by the President of 
Argentina, Mr. Carlos Saúl Menem during the general debate at the fifty-fourth session of the General 
Assembly and recalls that the Assembly in its resolutions 2065 (XX) of 16 December 1965, 3160 
(XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 31/49 of 1 December 1976, 37/9 of 4 November 1982, 38/12 of 16 
November 1983, 39/6 of 1 November 1984, 40/21 of 27 November 1985, 41/40 of 25 November 1986, 
42/19 of 17 November 1987 and 43/25 of 17 November 1988, recognizes the existence of a dispute 
between the Governments of the Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Malvinas. 

In those resolutions and in subsequent resolutions of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, the parties are invites to renew negotiations with a view to finding, as soon as possible, a 
peaceful solution to the dispute over sovereignty relating to the Malvinas, duly bearing in mind the 
interests of the population of the Malvinas. 

In that context, the Government of Argentina rejects the terms of the letter of the United Kingdom 
regarding the claim that the “wishes” of the inhabitants of the Malvinas should be respected. The 
Argentine Republic has repeatedly proven its commitment to protect the “interests” of the islanders. 
The Argentine Constitution sets out as a national objective the recovery of the Malvinas, South Georgia 
Island and South Sandwich Islands and the corresponding maritime and island areas, while 
guaranteeing strict respect for the lifestyle of their inhabitants. 

The Argentine Government trusts that, in response to the numerous invitations by the international 
community, and within the auspicious framework of bilateral relations, negotiations will be renewed 
with a view to reaching without further delay a peaceful and definitive solution to the dispute on 
sovereignty, in accordance with the wishes of the General Assembly and the Special Committee on 
Decolonization.” 1107

1105 Penguin News October 1, 1999
1106 Penguin News October 8, 1999
1107 UN Doc A/54/472
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October 16th, after leaving Santiago, the LanChile flight bound for the Falklands, stops over at Rio Gallegos.

“Then the real fun began. The pilot ordered us to exit the plane. There were political points to be scored in this 

manoeuvre. The Argentine authorities would stamp our passports as having entered the country from Chile, 

but not stamp them again as exiting to the Falklands, as they deemed that to be Argentina already. … The day 

was saved by the fact that Argentina had thoughtfully provided their Consul in Chile (Julian Tettamanti) as a 

passenger on the flight. He probably outranked the top man on the ground at Rio Gallegos and … After a 

colourful conversation in Spanish on the steps of the aircraft, we were instructed to remain in our seats.” 1108

Mid-afternoon, the flight arrives at the Mount Pleasant airbase in the Falkland Islands.

“The flight arrived safely at Mount Pleasant military airport shortly before 4pm local time (2300 BST). … The 

arrival of the Argentines on this flight is not expected to cause any unrest in the Falklands.” 1109

“An air and sea bridge from 1972 to 1982 that united continental Argentina and the Falklands, permitted the 

arrival in the archipelago of timber, fuel. Mail, fresh produce and passengers. Yesterday, the historic flight 

that, for the first time in 17 years included Rio Gallegos as a stopover between Chile and the Islands, bringing a

small group of businessmen and tourists, two officials of the Foreign Ministry and journalists (and)... 20 

relatives of Argentines who died in the 1982 war. … Yesterday's flight was the eleventh of a humanitarian 

nature that the Commission of Relatives of the Dead of the Malvinas have organised.” 1110

October 17th, a mass is conducted in Spanish outside the Catholic Church of St Mary in Stanley.

October 22nd, Foreign Minister Guido di Tella tells the BBC's Calling the Falklands that he has a ticket to fly to 

the Falklands for January 15th, 2000.

October 24th, following an election in Argentina, Fernando De la Rúa is announced as the next President elect 

of Argentina. The formal handover to take place on December 10th.

Following changes to the arrangements in Britain's House of Lords, Viscount David Montgomery loses his 

inherited seat. 1111

November 9th, an Argentine longliner fishing vessel, Magallanes 1, on entering Port William for repairs, is 

obliged to fly a Falklands flag.

“The Argentine Government requires the British Government to adopt the necessary measures to avoid 
the repetition of similar events, which so contradict relations between both countries such as content 
and spirit of the provisional understandings reached over practical aspects in the South Atlantic.” 1112

“It was attended to by local divers Dave Eynon and Philip Miller, who insisted that the vessel fly a Falklands 

flag as a matter of courtesy before they would lend their services. Although it is customary for a vessel to fly 

the national flag of the country they are visiting, due to Argentina's continuing sovereignty claim to the 

Falklands, they perceive the islands as a home port. … According to the communique, the episode that irritated 

the Argentine government was that "the captain of the vessel was forced to fly an emblem that was alleged to 

be the flag of the pretended government of the Islands". … Acting Governor Andrew Gurr said, "the 

government's position is that we believe it is common courtesy for foreign vessels to ly the courtesy flag …".”1113

1108 Gurr 2011
1109 BBC News October 16, 1999
1110 Journalist Natasha Niebieskikwiat in Clarin October 17, 1999. Previously, next-of-kin had only remained in the 

Islands for two days. By using the LanChile flight their visits were, by necessity, extended to a week.
1111 Member of the South Atlantic Council, and long-time supporter of Argentina's arguments relating to the Falklands.
1112 Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs press release
1113 Penguin News November 19, 1999
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November 20th, following the end of the IX Latin American Summit, Cuba's Fidel Castro calls for the 'return' of

the Falklands to Argentina.

November 25th, the South Atlantic Fisheries Commission holds its 16th meeting in Buenos Aires.

December 6th, at the UN, the General Assembly defers the question of the Falklands for another year. 1114

December 7th, Foreign Office Minister Battle speaks to the House of Commons.

“A number of the measures set out in the British-Argentine Joint Statement of 14 July have already been
implemented. The Falkland Islands Government have admitted Argentine passport-holders to the 
Falklands since July. All deadlines have been met to restore air links between the Falklands and South 
America and to introduce measures to combat the common menace of poaching of fish stocks. We 
continue to consolidate progress on the remaining issues. We are working with Argentina on a 
Memorandum of Understanding on the terms of a study to determine the cost and feasibility of 
removing the remaining land mines from the Falklands. Both sides continue to work towards a 
multilateral arrangement to regulate fishing in the high seas of the South-West Atlantic. 

An Argentine architect has recently visited the Falklands to discuss proposals for construction of a 
memorial at the Argentine cemetery there. The Argentine Government are committed to review their use
of Falklands place names. None of these developments affect our commitment to defend the Islanders' 
right to determine their own future. The sovereignty of the Falkland Islands is not for negotiation..”

An Argentine film crew arrive in the Falklands, without announcement, to film encounters with Islanders. 

Directed by Jose Luis Margues, the subsequent movie is called ‘Fuckland’.

“Fuckland's plot is simple: since Argentina can't get the islands back by force or persuasion – as tried by ex-

President Menem's foreign minister Guido di Tella – Stratas has gone to inseminate the local females with 

Argentine genes. In a rare attempt at humour, the Economist once suggested sending Argentine women to the 

islands to out-breed the locals; Marques sees his film as more Argentine, a study of penetrative conquest. "The 

film is about the Argentine desire to make conquests with no sense of morality," he says. Throughout their 

continent, Argentines are viewed as the most arrogant of Latin Americans.” 1115

December 10th, Argentina's new President, Fernando de la Rua, is sworn into office. HRH Prince Andrew and 

Britain's Foreign Secretary John Battle witness the ceremony. Adalberto Rodroguez Giavarini replces Guido di 

Tella as Argentina's Foreign Minister. Di Tella postpones his previously announced trip to the Falkland Islands.

On the same day, the South-West Atlantic Hydrocarbons Commission holds its 6th meeting in London.

December 21st, Argentina's new Foreign Minister, Adalberto Rodriguez Giavarini, describes the agreements 

signed by the Menem administration as being; “... of a provisional nature.” 

“The administration of Dr. Fernando de la Rúa made only a symbolic modification when inaugurating the 

"strategy of indifference" to the Falklands. ... A policy began only of claims before international organizations, 

freezing of bilateral relations – with the islanders and with the United Kingdom.” 1116

1114 See 1989
1115 Falklands Girls Are Easy Chris Moss Guardian newspaper September 18, 2000. Starring Argentine actor Fabian 

Stratas and British actress Camilla Heaney, the movie was released in August, 2000. Not well received in the islands, or 
by critics, the British actress would later claim to have been duped. See also Everyday invasions: Fuckland, geopolitics, 
and the (re)production of insecurity in the Falkland Islands Mathew Benwell & Alasdair Pinkerton 2020

1116 Pereyra & Argento 2016
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December 24th, British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, sends a Christmas Message to the Falkland islands.

“This has been an eventful year for the Falkland Islands. Earlier this year, your Legislative Council 
asked us to begin a new dialogue with Argentina to discuss some issues of importance to you. 
Councillors have played a significant part in this process and approved the joint statement that was 
signed on 14 July here in London by Robin Cook and Guido Di Tella. I want to pay tribute to their 
vision and determination. I believe they are pursuing a policy that is in the best interest of the Falkland 
Islands. Air links with South America have been re-established. Cooperation has been strengthened 
with Argentina to conserve fish stocks in the South West Atlantic.

These are important achievements. They show that we can manage our differences with Argentina and 
still make progress on practical issues. As part of that July agreement, Councillors also lifted a ban 
which had been in place for almost two decades on Argentine passport holders visiting the Islands. I 
know that this was not an easy decision, but I am convinced that it was the right thing to do. 

The Argentine people now have the opportunity to see the Islands for what they are, to meet you, see 
how you live and to understand the essential Britishness of the Falkland Islands.”  

A complicated period to sum up. On the one hand there's the process of reconstruction and consideration of the 

archipelago's future. On the other is the UK's brick-wall of resistance to further negotiations regarding 

sovereignty. And then there is 1989 and 1990. That deal was important and remains so thirty years later but 

there are a lot of unknowns. For example, the Chicago Tribune report of October, 1989 referring to the question 

of sovereignty being put off 'indefinitely.'  And the small leak that said - “All C24 resolutions on UK OTs reach 

the UNGA, except that on the Falklands (a position agreed by the UK and Argentina since the resumption of 

bilateral relations in 1989/90).” Add to that obscure comments from the General Assembly. In 1991 and 1992; 

hints that some deal was done which ensured that there would be no future negotiations on sovereignty and 

which, somehow, tied the hands of Argentina, and its supporters and the UN. But not enough evidence to pin 

anything down in any detail. Nothing concrete, except years of UN GA silence on the question of the Falklands. 

No new UN GA resolution since 1988. No member State asking for the situation to be discussed in the GA. 

Nothing but the machinations of the sub-sub-Committee known as the Special Committee on Decolonization 

which adopts a Falklands resolution every year but then fails to recommend it for adoption by the General 

Assembly. 

Whatever the deal was (some call it a gentleman's agreement), it has carried some weight for over four decades. 

If a week is a long time in politics; that is one fascinating accord. Perhaps one day we will find out the details.

Paper 14 looks at the period following these years of relative calm; the resulting frustration among the Peronist

faction within Argentine politics, and their reactions on regaining power. 

◈◈◈
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