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- We can hear old words

- So, prick up your ears.

Antonio Machado. Proverbios y Cantares

Interestingly, the first view that our papers register about Malvinas 
is that of a ship sailing in the high seas. The story is known but it is 
worth remembering it.
On May 30, 1810, Cornelio Judas Tadeo de Saavedra, as President of 
the Government Board, stamps his signature on an official document. 
With or without a revolution, the Government proceedings and affairs 
follow their slow course. It is a claim.
The first pilot Gerardo Bordas who was Malvinas Governor from 
August 1808 to January 1810, arrives at the station of Montevideo 
and requests the payment of pending wages and incentives 
corresponding to his function. On March 9, 1810, Rear Admiral 
José María Salazar, General Commander of the Navy at the station, 
takes the request to Viceroy Cisneros. On March 20, Cisneros orders 
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to send certified copies of the Real Orders existing at the General 
Treasury about allowances or some other important Malvinas items 
to the Navy Minister of the Rio de la Plata station, with headquarters 
in Montevideo. I do not know if at that time Cisneros had lost some 
of his power or if it was typical of the slow colonial bureaucracy not 
to give an immediate compliance to the provisions, the truth is that 
the reply never arrived. On May 20, Salazar insists on his request 
to the Viceroy. I imagine poor Bordas, perhaps pressed by his wife, 
going everyday from his home to the Station to ask Rear Admiral 
Salazar if he had news from Buenos Aires.
There are news from Buenos Aires; not the ones expected by Bordas. 
As a result of a week of agitation, not yet called May Week, the 
person who now reads the official document of Rear Admiral Salazar 
is Cornelio Judas Tadeo de Saavedra, President of the Government 
Board that has replaced Viceroy Cisneros.
So, on May 30, 1810, five days before the Revolution, the name 
Malvinas appears in an official paper that bears the signature of 
Saavedra and Juan Jose Paso, as Secretary. And there we can read, 
as an antecedent of the subject in question, that  in the Order dated 
December 13, 1806  the Superior Board of the Real Treasury provided 
that: “for the expenditures and payments we shall consider from 
now onwards the establishment of Malvinas as a ship sailing and 
all the employees at that destination as depending on the ship, and 
the Navy shall have the same accounts in the same way as the ones 
of the other warships according to their particular and exclusive 
ordinances”. This curious decision is based on the need to “keep 
the uniformity of the modality, something that is so necessary and 
convenient for the real service objects of a same class”.
Today, two hundred years later, in our most common and spread 
view, the sharp silhouettes of Malvinas disappear in the emptiness. 
Separated from any context. Like a ship, run aground, isolated.
We may argue that they are no longer a symbol that has represented 
the Nation itself. And that is true. As it is true that, as we tend to keep 
the uniformity of the modality in the objects of the same class, we 
treat it as a flag. And there we can find Malvinas, embroidered in the 
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heart, stuck in the windows of the cars, erected in monuments and 
façades, sailing through a sea of blue paint in the school handbooks. 
Nothing to object. It is a product of love and loyalty.
But when we think about Malvinas, we must put them in context. It is the 
context what updates meanings. Without a context, the senses become 
abstract, petrified in an essentialism which closes the interrogations.
The purpose of these notes is to try to obtain a comprehensive 
understanding of Malvinas Islands conceiving them in increasingly 
wide and related contexts. Patagonia, South Atlantic, South America. 
They do not add anything we do not know. If they have any merit, it 
is to make even more obvious the evident, through the simple path 
of seeing it again.
To give a context to Malvinas may be a risky task. It may alter the 
peacefulness of the established rituals in which we all coincide. It is, 
undoubtedly, a political task in the most essential sense of the word.
This bicentennial of the May Revolution may be a good opportunity 
to allow Malvinas, that ship that never moors in any place, to sail 
again in “the same alive waters of life”  according to the words  of 
Saint Teresa, although these waters are, many times, turbulent and 
unsafe.
Two hundred years ago, Cornelio Saavedra orders again to send the 
“certified copies of the Real Orders existing at the same General 
Treasury about allowances and some other Malvinas items” because 
the Navy Commander has stated that “you have not sent yet the 
mentioned copies”. That is why it corresponds to you, this Governing 
Board, the task entrusted to the mentioned Navy Commander, so that 
with his authorization these copies are sent to this same Board”.
“God save you for many years”, Saavedra says before stamping his 
signature in the official paper. I hope God has kept them for many 
years because, even though I do not know how the procedure went 
on, according to the succeeding events, I suspect that the poor first 
pilot, Gerardo Bordas, has not been paid yet. God save us!

MALVINAS IS PATAGONIA
If we do not think about Malvinas as an indissoluble part of a wider whole 
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-the extended Patagonia- it shall be very difficult for us to understand 
our history in Malvinas and its particular present situation.
Malvinas was the first Argentine colonizing project of the Southern 
Patagonia and it was always linked to it in meaning and fate. For better 
or worse, Malvinas was the main irradiating center of the colonizing 
currents of the National Territories of Tierra del Fuego and Santa 
Cruz, at the end of the nineteenth century. Malvinas is today, among 
so many meanings, an integrating part of the most extensive and 
recent Argentine province with the longest name, the Province of 
Tierra del Fuego, Antarctica and South Atlantic Islands. 

THE DUTY TO FOUND A COLONY
In taxonomies of Argentine history, Malvinas are obviously included 
in the category “Sovereignty Disputes”. But this point of view has 
clouded another circumstance.  Malvinas were part of a Patagonian 
colonization project which shared -though with special features- 
the atmosphere, the political vicissitudes and hardships of the first 
attempts to found colonies and receive immigrants that characterized 
the 1820s in Argentina. However, the project is not included in this 
category.  The report on the subject prepared by the National History 
Academy in 1956, to commemorate the centennial of the foundation 
of Colonia Esperanza, does not even mention it. Curiously enough, 
this colonizing enterprise, about which little is said and known, 
survived the government of Rodríguez; the huge 1825-26 crack that 
shattered the fantastic enterprises of Rivadavia and the quotes in the 
London Stock Exchange; Rivadavia’s presidency; the war with Brazil; 
the shooting of Dorrego; and the civil war. Far from Buenos Aires, 
the project became consolidated when all other initiatives had failed.  
Unlike other contemporary projects that presupposed the transfer 
of a pre-existing community (the Scottish of Parish Robertson, the 
English of Barber Beaumont, the German of Heine), the colony at 
Malvinas was founded with Argentine population and housed settlers 
from many different nations. 
This story unfolds over a decade, featuring Luis Vernet as one of its 
most outstanding protagonists.  It begins in 1823 with the concession 
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granted by the Government of Buenos Aires to the Pacheco-Vernet 
enterprise to exploit furs and oil of sea lions and capture wild cattle 
on Soledad Island.  It reaches its climax with the creation of the 
Commandery of Malvinas in 1829 and the appointment of Vernet 
to the office of Commander. The story ends tragically due to the 
aggression of two foreign powers:  the United States, which destroyed 
and plundered the Colony in 1832, and Great Britain, which occupied 
the Islands some time later, in January 1833. 
The history of the Argentine colonization of Malvinas is the central 
theme of the development of a state policy that was maintained in time 
by different administrations, despite the difficult circumstances that 
characterized the process of independence and national organization 
of our country.  This policy had precise and express aims: 
To claim sovereignty and title to our Patagonian continental and 
insular territory, within a plan that privileged Malvinas Islands as a 
strategic enclave in the Southern region.  The other focus was on 
the Commandery of Patagones, in the North, with which Malvinas 
maintained profuse traffic and relations. 
To protect our natural resources, especially in connection with 
controls over fishing and amphibian hunting in the region, an 
intention that had already been set forth in the 1821 regulations and 
expressly ratified in Section 3 of the 1829 Decree. Predation by fishing 
vessels of other countries, mainly Great Britain and the United States, 
was already worrying. 
To favor the establishment of settlements and the development of 
fishing activities as the basis of a national navy. 
Among these acts of government and assertions of title it is especially 
important to mention the Decree of January 5, 1828, which gives 
legal certainty to the colonization process by giving Vernet “all empty 
plots of land on Soledad Island (...) and Statenland Island (Isla 
de los Estados), subject to the express condition that, within three 
years as from the date herein, a Colony must be established.”
The whereas clauses of the decree signed by Juan Ramón Balcarce, 
War and Navy Minister of Governor Manuel Dorrego, include a list 
of “the great benefits the country would derive from populating 
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the Islands to which title is claimed”.  The decree mainly refers to 
the increase in “trade with foreign countries”; to “new channels of 
national prosperity derived from promoting the important fishing 
sector”; to the significance of military strategies, since at those 
difficult times a war with the “Emperor of Brazil” was ongoing, 
and importance was attached to “finding in those Islands a base 
for maritime operations”; and to the fact that “for populating and 
enlarging the territory of Southern coasts and developing their ports 
nothing will be more useful than populating those Islands...” We 
believe that these few lines contain the central themes of a regional 
geopolitical approach in which Southern Patagonia is the scenario 
and Malvinas constitute the core of its development. 
The foundations of the colony on Soledad Island were laid by Argentine 
settlers, mainly rural workers who, as from 1824, arrived from the 
provinces of Santiago del Estero, Entre Ríos, Córdoba, Buenos Aires, 
Santa Fe and Uruguay in successive expeditions. As a little Argentina, 
Malvinas Islands also opened their doors to all the inhabitants of the 
world.  So, in 1829 families of German farmers arrived at the Islands, 
and, together with Argentinians, erected their houses. Dutch families 
undertook milking and butter production activities.  The Scottish and 
the French forgot the sea and became horsemen, working together with 
our countrymen. There were also Genovese, English and Irish fishermen 
and sailors. These men brought their crafts as their only fortune. The 
baker of the colony was Portuguese; the carpenter, Jamaican.  Africans 
from Cape Verde, whom the war with Brazil had brought as slaves, found 
a distant home as settlers in Malvinas. This reality would nowadays be 
called a multicultural model with respect for diversity. 
The land ownership system, which facilitated the acquisition of 
farmlands together with urban plots, fostered the settlement of 
families.  Additionally, agents were appointed to disseminate the 
advantages of investing in the main financial and trade markets of 
Europe and the United States. The permanent population soon 
exceeded one hundred persons and it was constantly increased by 
the crews of the vessels that stopped to procure fresh water and 
supplies at Port Soledad. There they worked, formed their families, 
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had children, and buried their dead, which made them undisputed 
owners of those lands. The fourth child of Luis Vernet and María 
Sáez, who was named Malvina, was born there.  This was the first 
time an Argentine girl had been given the name of this land. 
Another outstanding characteristic of the colonizing process 
in Malvinas was the establishment of a diversified productive 
development model that was -of course- regionally conceived: it 
included the continent and the surrounding islands up to Cape Horn, 
and it proved to be successful and sustainable. The model was based 
on the fishing industry -represented at the time by seven enterprises-
; the domestication and breeding of cattle under the ranch model, 
just as in the province of Buenos Aires; the exploitation of wood in 
Statenland Island (Isla de los Estados), both for use at the colony 
and for export; the industry of salted meat and fish; the introduction 
of merino sheep for wool production; and the development of 
subsistence agriculture for the population. 
Tax exemptions and a fishing monopoly for 20 years, established by 
Dorrego’s government, completed the scheme.  Exports included 
furs of sea lions and rabbits, and cowhides; jerky and salted fish; 
wood from Statenland Island (Isla de los Estados) and baleen.  The 
main importers were Brazil, the United States and Great Britain. 
We can make one last consideration to show the unavoidable 
Patagonian spirit of this feat. In this year 2009, which is about to finish, 
we have commemorated -without much bustle- the 180th anniversary 
of the creation of the Political Military Commandery of Malvinas 
Islands and Islands adjoining Cape Horn in the Atlantic Sea, as it was 
officially called.  If we read again the yellowish papers we treasure 
as documents that evidence our legacy, we would clearly see what 
is obvious.   Let us listen to these papers:  “When, after the glorious 
revolution of May 25, 1810, these provinces separated from Spanish 
domination, Spain was the actual owner of Malvinas Islands, and 
of all the other islands that surround Cape Horn, including the one 
known as Tierra del Fuego”, affirms in its whereas clauses the decree 
of June 30, 1829, thus justifying the creation of the Commandery of 
Malvinas.   The map that these words depict coincides, except for 
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the Antarctic sector (which by then had barely been seen), with the 
current map of the province of Tierra del Fuego, which was created 
under Law 23775 of 1990 -after four years of controversial debate- 
and whose borders are still today subject to final approval.  Later on, 
we will go deeper into this matter.  

A SHARED STORY 
I learned about the love story of Carlos Moyano and Ethel Turner 
thanks to a confidence of frigate captain Teodoro Caillet-Bois 
who published, in 1947, an article in number 198 of the magazine 
Argentina Austral, which was published by Sociedad Anónima 
Importadora y Exportadora de la Patagonia, better known as La 
Anónima by inhabitants of Santa Cruz, since such a long name was 
rather inconvenient given the strong winds that habitually blow 
in those lands. I call it a confidence because, other than the short 
marriage certificate on folio two of the minute book that was first 
used on this occasion, there exist no chronicles or documents to 
prove the marriage of the navy sergeant major Carlos Moyano, who 
was at the time the brand new governor of the recently created 
National Territory of Santa Cruz, and the young Ethel Turner, who 
had been born in Malvinas.  What is known about this marriage 
derives from family memories and tradition.  In this case, thanks to 
the data furnished to Teodoro Caillet-Bois by María Clarisa Moyano,1  
daughter of Carlos and Ethel.   
The story has all necessary elements:  one Sunday at Stanley, slightly 
snowing, after the service at the little protestant temple. Miss Ethel, 
16 years old, wrapped up in a woolen mantilla resembles a little 
princess.  Moyano, a 29-year-old weather-beaten sailor, who had 
been travelling through Patagonia for ten years.  And, according to 
frigate captain Teodoro Caillet-Bois, Cupid with his bow and arrow.  
Serious researchers, who always spoil love stories, omit the snow, 
claiming that the encounter took place in the summer of 1885.  With 
or without snow, this story is told by Caillet-Bois.  I would like to 

1 After this note, in 1948, María Clarisa Moyano published a long biography of her father: 
Carlos Moyano: el explorador de la Patagonia.
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refer to the circumstances that surround this love at first sight, since 
they make a new linking knot between Malvinas and Patagonia. 
In 1884, President Roca decided to divide the vast Patagonia by 
creating five National Territories.  Firstly, the vast Santa Cruz. He 
appointed Carlos Moyano as its first governor.  Santa Cruz is a desert. 
Moyano knows this desert. “He travelled along its coasts, explored 
its lands, discovered its lakes, searched for the source of its rivers, 
defined its hydrographic basins and described their courses, marked 
tracks, specified the features of the orographic system and went 
deep into the Andes”.2  A man of action, his life can only be defined 
with verbs.  Verbs define the civilizing hero of the late and long XIX 
century, who also has to put the action in writing through reports, 
books, travel journals. Moyano wrote: “The use of deserts for industry 
and trade comprises two stages: The first one involves swords; the 
second one, geographers. The swords clear the field and when they say 
that there are no more battles to fight, there appears the second link 
of the splendid chain of progress with the arms of science, with which 
it investigates, recognizes and analyzes the treasures that nature has 
put there”.3  But he did not clarify, to the best of my knowledge, against 
whom the battles are fought or whether ownership is to be enjoyed 
over a desert; he did not specify how many times the sword must clear 
the field or who are to be cleared, that is, how many times the splendid 
machinery of progress can be restarted and the sword be made to strike 
again and again to clear the field. But that is another story. 
Carlos María Moyano knows that Santa Cruz is an immeasurable 
desert, and believes that his duty as a governor is to populate it.  He 
knows that all previous colonization attempts have failed.  He knows 
that he must find men raised amidst the wind, men accustomed 
to gaze into the distance with half-closed eyes, to possess the land 
so that sheep flocks may multiply. Where could he find them?  In 
Malvinas.  So there he goes to Malvinas with his eagerness and the 
bow of the lugger Piedra Buena. Once in Malvinas he speaks of an 

2 Lenzi, Juan Hilarion. Carlos María Moyano. Marino, explorador y gobernante, Secretaría de 
Estado de Marina, Buenos Aires, 1962. 
3 Quoted by Lenzi, Hilarion. Ibidem. 
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immeasurable land, claiming that he has the power to divide it in 
immeasurable plots and distribute it among men capable of forcing it 
to bear fruit.  He finds what he is searching for, besides finding Ethel, 
probably on a Sunday, with or without snow.  The story of “the use 
of deserts for industry and trade” is the circumstance that surrounds 
the encounter of Carlos Moyano and Ethel Turner. 
Sheep flocks, dogs, shepherds and pioneers arrive from Malvinas.  If 
we ask who are the owners of the land in Santa Cruz and Tierra del 
Fuego at the turn of the XX century, together with the emblematic 
names of Braun, Menéndez, Behety and Nogueira, there appears a 
group of families who own large estates, including:  Halliday, Scott, 
Rudd, Wood, Waldron, Hamilton, Saunders, Reynard, MacGeorge, 
Felton, Smith, Douglas.4  They are generally considered “British”. And 
it is true.  So true that, for example, George MacGeorge donated the 
plot where, in 1911, the British Club of Santa Cruz was erected. At that 
time, it was called Coronation Club to honor George Frederick Ernest 
Albert Windsor, who was crowned as George V of the United Kingdom 
in 1911. Still today, at the British Club you can enjoy excellent lamb 
marinated with rosemary and garlic.  Still today you may celebrate the 
Queen’s birthday, on May 24, and sing the Argentine National Anthem 
at the turn of May 25.  But these British subjects had a common feature: 
they had landed on the windy Santa Cruz from Malvinas. 
During Moyano’s administration, a triangle of fluent exchanges 
developed regardless of nationalities, the angles of which were Malvinas, 
Santa Cruz and Punta Arenas, in Southern Chile.  Undoubtedly, this 
circumstance was key to the subsequent development of Southern 
Patagonia on the basis of large estates and wool production.  In this 
process, the participation of the British community from Malvinas 
was crucial.  The First World War, followed by an impressive 
escalation in the price of wool at international markets, favored the 
exponential growth of this activity.  In 1914, out of 571 owners of 
cattle exploitation enterprises, 158 (27.6%) were Argentine and 413 
were foreigners (72.32%).5  The British community was the largest 

4 Mainwaring, Michael. Falkland Islands to Patagonia.
5 Güenaga, Rosario. Instituciones, grupos e ideología en la Patagonia austral.
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and within it, those from Malvinas were a majority.  So much so, that 
in 1918, when Germán Vidal -governor of the Territory- reorganized 
the Rural Society of Santa Cruz, the elected president was John 
Hamilton, a Scottish from Malvinas, who had moved to Punta Arenas 
in 1883, and then to Santa Cruz and Tierra del Fuego in 1886/7. 
The history of these Malvinas-born pioneers is linked to Patagonia 
by a more subtle –though equally strong- bond than immeasurable 
estates. The life of any of them may be told as if it were a legend which 
involves the use of Patagonian deserts for industry and trade that 
was foretold by Moyano.  The profuse Patagonian literature, from 
the already traditional Argentina Austral to current publications, 
frequently includes short descriptions of these pioneers’ lives, 
whose legendary nature does not make them any less real.  Their 
lives resemble those of our Southern pioneers, among other reasons, 
because they derive from the same mythical and cultural matrix.  
I would like to provide a simple and evident example to emphasize 
this reality.  One of the foundational stories of the heroic colonization 
of Patagonia involves cattle herding.  However, if in the South we ask 
about the Big Herding, we will no doubt be told the story of the 
herding mission that departed in 1887 from Fort Conesa with 5,000 
sheep and 500 horses and arrived at Río Gallegos two years and 1,500 
kilometers later.  The heroes of this adventure were five Scottish 
pioneers.   Four of them had come to Patagonia from Malvinas: George 
McGeorge, William Saunders, John Hamilton and John MacLean. The 
fifth member, Henry William Jamieson, had arrived a few years earlier 
from Australia and was General Roca’s local guide. 
Frigate captain Teodoro Caillet-Bois tells us that before returning to 
Malvinas, Carlos Moyano proposed to Ethel Turner and was accepted, 
but since Ethel was only 16, he had to wait until she turned 18 to marry 
her.  On September 15, 1886, Carlos and Ethel married in Santa Cruz. 
He who wishes to see this marriage as echoing Romeo and Juliet’s 
story is wrong.  The relationships that the British and the Argentinians 
have developed throughout history are infinitely more complex than 
the rather primitive hatred of Montagues and Capulets.
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THE MUNICIPALITY OF MALVINAS
We all know that Malvinas form part of the Patagonian province of 
Tierra del Fuego but we often forget it.  Given their peculiar location, 
we are more used to name and conceive them as that unredeemed 
land6  than to image them forming part of a province with the concrete 
contingencies this implies. 
We have already mentioned that the decree of June 10, 1829, which 
created the Political Military Commandery of Malvinas Islands and 
Islands surrounding Cape Horn in the Atlantic Sea, anticipated the 
creation of the Province of Tierra del Fuego, Antarctica and South 
Atlantic Islands and was its first historical antecedent.  Deciding 
whether or not Malvinas were to be expressly included in this political 
entity was not an easy issue. 
Decree Law 2191/57 provides that: “The National Territory of Tierra 
del Fuego, Antarctica and South Atlantic Islands comprises: the 
Eastern part of Isla Grande and the other archipelagos of Tierra del 
Fuego and Statenland (Isla de los Estados) and Año Nuevo Islands, 
according to the borders established by the treaty of July 23, 1881; 
Malvinas, Georgias del Sur and Sándwich del Sur Islands; and the 
Argentine Antarctic Sector between meridians  25º West and 74º 
West and parallel 60º South”.
After the return to democracy, Raúl Alfonsín’s administration 
undertook the task of turning the last National Territory into a 
province.  Finally, in 1986, the Executive Power introduced a bill 
in the House of Deputies promoting the creation of the province of 
Tierra del Fuego.  The position of the Government at that time was 
that Argentine Antarctica, Malvinas, Georgias del Sur and Sandwich 
del Sur Islands ought to remain as a national territory, and named 
it national territory of Antarctica and South Atlantic Islands. 
We are not going to analyze the many confrontations that occasionally 
overwhelmed the four-year debate on the bill. Malvinas were in the 

6 Translator’s Note: the Spanish term “irredenta”, translated as “unredeemed” refers 
to Irredentism, which, in turn, means any position advocating annexation of territories 
administered by another state on the grounds of common ethnicity or prior historical 
possession, actual or alleged.
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limelight but, as always, they were invoked to solve, settle or hide 
other conflicts and interests: provincial or national sea?  a large 
province or a small province? among others. 
After this long struggle, the Law that turned the National Territory of 
Tierra del Fuego into a province was enacted in 1990.  Section 1 of 
Law 23775 meticulously established its borders. Teachers must have 
been surely worried when they read the long second paragraph of 
this section -full of parallels, meridians, grades, minutes, islands and 
islets with strange names-, while trying to figure out how they would 
make their students draw a map of the new province. The good news 
was that Malvinas Islands were expressly mentioned and could be 
painted in the same color as the little triangle of the Eastern sector of 
Isla Grande de Tierra del Fuego. 
By then, Carlos Saúl Menem already governed the Republic. By Decree 
905/90 he enacted the law, partially vetoing section 1. On May 15, 
1990, when law 23775 was published in the Official Gazette, the long 
second paragraph which so meticulously established the borders of 
the new province had disappeared. And with it, the explicit reference 
to Malvinas. The National Executive Power justified its decision 
manifesting that the demarcation established in section 1 requires 
more precision to adequate it to the legal order in force, and that 
“the fixed borders could involuntarily generate interpretations 
by third countries which do not coincide with our country’s 
positions regarding the matter”. Some people argued that in the 
long enumeration of islands and islets, some Chilean islets had been 
involuntarily included; others pointed out the special features of a 
completely insular province in relation to the political and economic 
control of the adjoining sea; but, in light of the vague arguments, the 
veto was undeniably obscure. From that moment up to now, another 
debate has been ongoing. The work and substantive progress made 
by the Committees on Constitutional Affairs and on Foreign Affairs 
and Worship of the National House of Deputies are expected to have 
the positive result of fully and completely overcoming this conflict 
before the end of the 2009 legislative period. In the forthcoming 
scenario, Malvinas Islands expressly form part of the territory of 
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Tierra del Fuego, not only by invoking the 1957 Decree-Law.
We are there. Where are we? In the municipality of Malvinas Islands. 
I do not say so. It is mentioned in the Constitution of Tierra del Fuego, 
whose territory comprises: “Section 169.- This Constitution recognizes 
the municipality as a socio-political, natural and essential community 
with a life of its own, sustained by adequate socio-cultural and socio-
economic development, in which families –linked by their roots and 
proximity- coincide in the search of common welfare.  It guarantees 
the municipal system based on the political, administrative, economic 
and financial autonomy of communities”. And Section 170 provides 
that: “Those communities which have the characteristics mentioned 
in the preceding section with a minimum stable population of two 
thousand inhabitants shall be recognized as municipalities by the 
Province”. Malvinas Islands barely meet the requirement.
Consequently, the province of Tierra del Fuego would be, among 
other peculiarities, the only Argentine province with a municipality 
occupied by a foreign power.
I am not trying to municipalize the national cause of the unredeemed7 

islands: I simply believe that we have interesting prospects if we 
consider this argument as the starting point to address the serious 
and complex problem of our sovereignty dispute with the United 
Kingdom. From this context, perhaps we could clarify this complexity, 
question it, search for alternatives and solutions within the different 
levels of the problem, delineate -together with the general policy- the 
small and daily one which, so many times, with its sets of gestures, 
reachable goals, and converging strategies, supports the main themes 
and builds their political viability. 
Let us see. Let us try to see. Malvinas Islands are an indissoluble 
part of a wider whole: the Argentine Patagonia. Their history has 
been woven in this way. It is thus proclaimed by the Constitution 
of Tierra del Fuego, Antarctica and South Atlantic Islands which 
forms part of Patagonia: “The Province hereby declares that it 
belongs to the Patagonian region and coordinates its policy, plans 

7 See note 139.  
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and management with the provinces of the region and the National 
Government”. This situation is worth emphasizing, as much as 
the British colonial government tries to hide it, even in the most 
insignificant details. Nowadays, one of the main economic activities 
of the islands is squid fishing. The species Patagonian loligo is 
the most sought for by European fishing ships. “For the Islands’ 
government it is simply Loligo, as if there were not in the world 
sixteen other species within this genus, apart from the Patagonian 
one”.8   Much to the dismay of colonial authorities, another species 
carries the sonorous name of Illex argentinus. It would be better for 
us to spread, together with the Islands’ silhouette, slogans reaffirming 
“Malvinas – Argentine Patagonia” or “Malvinas – Tierra del Fuego, 
Argentina”. This would evidently expose one of the principles 
which is the core of our position and is accepted by the international 
community: the Islanders’ pretense of “self-determination” cannot be 
accepted because it directly implies “infringing upon the national unity 
and territorial integrity” of Argentina. There are different levels and 
fields, but everything contributes and builds sense to support a policy, 
including the cephalopod’s name. It is just an example, but if we affirm 
that there is an Argentine province which has a municipality occupied 
by a foreign power, we are speaking about “infringement of National 
unity”, “infringement of territorial integrity”. Simply, if we contextualize 
it, circumscribing it to a more tangible and delimited territoriality, the 
absurd excess of the British pretense becomes more evident. 
Certainly, it is the Federal Government that must seek a solution to the 
sovereignty conflict, under Argentine laws. This dispute recognizes 
only two parties, the Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom, 
which usurped the Islands in 1833. But there is a third actor in this 
drama: the British citizens who inhabit the usurped municipality of 
the province of Tierra del Fuego. The British - who are fond of irony - 
have been striving for many years to give this actor a leading role, and 
have even attempted to make the Islanders decide on the sovereignty 
dispute. It is sad -but instructive- to recall the meeting that the then 

8 Terragno, Rodolfo. Historia y futuro de las Malvinas.
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Guido Di Tella held in May 1999 with 
“representatives of the Islands’ government”. It was in London. The 
Minister, standing under an umbrella of paradoxes that did little to 
protect him, tried to smile while he signed a joint declaration stating 
that an interesting exchange of opinions on air communications, 
cooperation in fishing resource preservation, and poaching control 
had taken place during the meeting. In no international forum or 
bilateral meeting does the Argentine Republic have anything to discuss 
with this actor, because doing so would consolidate the Foreign Office 
strategy, which advances slowly but firmly towards the “independence” 
of Malvinas.  There is a lot to be thought, imagined and discussed in 
order to build coexistence scenarios with the Islanders. We can have 
a better picture of this if we see the scenario where coexistence may 
occur. The picture may be even better if we think it from this concrete 
territory, this age-old scenario of friends and foes in which we have 
woven a common history, a drama in which a rather sloppy author 
abused the resource of the unity of opposites and does not know how 
to bring the conflict to an end. 
I am not speaking of “seducing the Kelpers” by sending them -from the 
Port of Río de la Plata- Christmas cards, books with the adventures 
of Winnie the Pooh, or videos of Pingu with his igloo, which an 
eccentricity collector from Stanley is most likely to hoard. I believe 
we should think ourselves in a common history taking place on a 
scenario that naturally includes us. Fortunately, the province which 
includes our Malvinas is entirely insular. Undoubtedly, it will be easier 
to imagine and build concrete forms of coexistence embodying the 
constitutional rule of respecting their inhabitants’ way of life.  The 
new and wise Constitution of the insular province of Tierra del Fuego 
stresses, respects and promotes the development of municipalities 
as socio-political, natural, and essential communities with a life 
of their own, sustained by adequate socio-cultural and socio-
economic development. From this starting point, it will be more 
natural and concrete to think, imagine and build environments in 
which Islanders’ interests are respected.
Are these ex nihilo constructions? Nothing is constructed out of 
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nothing. Coexistence and respect for Islanders’ way of life9 and 
interests are built from a culture, a common mythical matrix, from 
stories in which our destinies criss-cross in that immense dream we 
call Argentine Patagonia.
Even more, they are built from the historical experience in which 
this coexistence was the matrix of the first national project for the 
colonization of Southern Patagonia, the colonization of Malvinas. Let 
us see. Let us try to listen.
In 1828, the enterprise has been already launched with the legal and 
political support of the government of Buenos Aires. Luis Vernet is in 
Patagones. He needs horses, tools, wood, clothes. He buys seventy 
horses with the necessary tack; he buys axes, tongs, hammers, shoes, 
stockings and jackets; he buys locks, two little boxes of glasses, a 
basket of assorted crockery, ten saddles, pads, a case of medicines, 
quillapis. He settles accounts with Mr. Alfaro, Justice of the Peace at 
Patagones and one of the heroes of the resistance against Brazilians 
in the battle of Cerro de la Caballada. He ships the horses to Malvinas 
in the brigantine Combine, and all the other things in the polacca 
Fiburtina. That year, the incipient colony solemnly commemorates 
the May 25 revolution. The main details of the celebration have been 
saved from oblivion, thanks to the sparing diary of Emilio Vernet, 
Luis’ brother, which described the events at Port Soledad: “May 25, 
1828, dawn broke with some heavy showers and hail. 
At sunrise three cannon shots were fired and the flags of both Great 
Britain and Buenos Aires were hoisted”;10 at noon, three more 
cannon shots were fired, and three more in the evening.  After 
lunching meat roasted with hide on and cakes especially prepared 
for the occasion, we practised target shooting until dusk. People 
organized a ball at the cooper’s ranch, which lasted all night”. By 
1829 Vernet has already been appointed Political Military Commander 
of Malvinas. He goes to live there with his family. On August 30, the 

9 National Constitution, First Temporary Provision. “…The recovery of said territories and the 
full exercise of sovereingty, respecting their inhabitants’ way of life…”. 
10 We should not forget that, at that time, the Commandery of Malvinas formed part of the 
State of Buenos Aires.
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Day of the Patroness of America, Santa Rosa de Lima, all the population 
gathers to see Vernet take office and present the Decree of June 10, 
1829. The national flag is hoisted and receives a 21-gun salute. White 
and light blue ribbons are distributed for people to wear on their 
hats. Vernet concludes his announcement by saying: “… and to that 
effect, the flag of the Republic has been hoisted and saluted in the 
best way permitted by the incipient condition of this population. 
The Commander expects that all inhabitants will be constantly 
subordinated to the laws, living like brothers and sisters in union 
and harmony in order that the expected population increase which 
the Superior Government has promised to foster and protect may 
give rise -in this Southern territory- to a community that will honor 
the Republic whose control we recognize. Hail the Nation!” María, 
Vernet’s wife, also keeps a diary. One day in 1829, we read: “Thursday, 
October 22. It is cloudy and drizzly. A British woman who went to 
Statenland with her husband asks us if she could stay here until the 
brigantine returns (…) I am happy that she stays, because she is a 
good seamstress”. The story continues on Thursday, November 5: “It 
is cloudy and there is a strong wind.  “Today Miss Nims, the British 
woman who stays with us, occupied a bedroom in the upper floor.”

Another day without important events, she writes: “Monday, 
December 7: Bad weather. Miss Nims stayed with me all day long.
We described garments that can only be used here”. I try to see 
them. They are sewing and making up garments which can only be 
used in Malvinas. They laugh. Perhaps they could tell how to solve 
this problem.
In a whisper, while I see them, I remember some verses that we could 
make ours:

“Mother, mother,
erect the house again and let’s embroider history.

Tell my life again.” 11

11 Orozco, Olga. Les jeux sont faits.
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MALVINAS, THE SOUTH ATLANTIC SEA, SOUTH AMERICA
We have tried to put Malvinas in their natural Patagonian context in 
order to question them and try to understand our history and some 
of our challenges. It is just an outline, which expects to contribute 
towards a deeper development.
However, I wish to mention at least the general aspects of other 
contexts that also contribute to this comprehensive understanding.
If we do not think of Malvinas in their South Atlantic enclave, we will 
hardly understand what is in dispute. We will not understand why, 
throughout their history, Malvinas were a disputed land among the 
principal powers.
From the mid XVIII century, Great Britain and France are at loggerheads 
with Spain over the possession of Malvinas Islands. Surely, it is not that 
small portion of land what interests them the most. The first one to 
clearly take notice of it was commodore George Anson of the British 
Royal Navy.  On referring to Malvinas he states that it is difficult to 
perceive just how important this location may prove to be, at such 
a Southernmost point, and so near Cape Horn.   He goes on to say 
that this fact, even in times of peace, may be very advantageous for 
this Nation and, in times of war, may turn us into masters of those 
seas”.12  In 1765, the French settler Louis Antoine de Bougainville, first 
colonizer of Malvinas, wrote that: “If we possess Malvinas Islands, we 
will be, in every possible sense, owners of the South sea and of the Río 
de la Plata”.13 
This hub of the South sea was strategically important for three 
concurring reasons.  As a gateway to the riches of Oceania, Asia and 
the American ports of the Pacific; as a reservoir of valuable natural 
resources; and as a military enclave to control the bi-oceanic passage 
and South America.  Since then, the circumstances have changed a 
lot but the problem remains essentially the same. By the end of the 
XVIII century and beginning of the XIX century, whale and sea lion 

12 “A voyage round the world, in the years 1740-1744, by George Anson” Walter, Richard, 
1748.
13 Bougainville’s confidential report to the Duke of Choiseul, minister of Louis XV. Quoted by 
Rafael Saiegh, Francia en las Islas Malvinas.
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oil, a non-renewable resource, became exhausted in the North.  The 
growing demand for lubricants and fuel for industries and urban 
lighting had decimated the resources.  The bows of whalers and 
sea lion-hunting boats headed Southward. This situation is clearly 
depicted in the reports sent by the new Commander of Malvinas to 
the Government in December 1829:  “Foreigners, whose only concern 
is their immediate and present use, without considering the future, 
carry out the hunting in a pernicious way. They invade the fields 
and kill indiscriminately and at all times, even during the birthing 
season. It is due to this, and to the constant and abundant arrival 
of hunters, that present numbers of sea lions have been reduced 
to one twentieth of the 1820 figure”.14  Between July and August 
1831, in compliance with applicable law, three U.S. schooners which 
had repeatedly infringed fishing regulations were captured.  The 
commotion is huge. U.S. President Andrew Jackson starts paving the 
way for the concept of preventive war.  By late December that year, 
the U.S. warship Lexington made a punitive expedition to Malvinas, 
destroying premises, capturing settlers and spreading fear. They are 
accused of being “pirates”.  Prisoners include Jacinto Correa, Silvestre 
Núñez and Dionisio Heredia.  I, who have been a keen reader of 
Salgari, Stevenson and British history, cannot imagine a pirate named 
Jacinto Correa.  The British occupied the Islands without providing 
any excuses: to them, any rock emerging from the sea is potentially 
British. 
Today, what is about to become exhausted is petroleum in the North 
Sea.  Today, any Sunday magazine foretells apocalyptical wars for 
resources.  Today, Malvinas are at the heart of a huge territorial 
dispute that directly involves the borders of the Argentine Continental 
Shelf.  This can be inferred from the maps that are attached to the 
Argentine submission to the UN Commission on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf.   Today, just as throughout their history, albeit 
more dramatically, Malvinas are South Atlantic Sea, and it is the South 
Atlantic Sea that is in dispute, not merely the usurped municipality of 

14 National Gereral Archives (AGN, by its spanish acronym), Vernet Collection.  
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Tierra del Fuego.  Consequently, this situation which directly affects 
Argentina, involves and concerns the whole region.  At the last meeting 
of the UN Special Committee on Decolonization, held in June 2009, 
the Argentine Foreign Minister, Jorge Enrique Taiana, denounced 
“the British insistence on including parts of the Argentine national 
territory in its submission to the UN Commission on the Limits of 
the Continental Shelf” and remarked a central aspect of the problem:  
“...the presence of a powerful military base set up by the United 
Kingdom on the Islands (...) constitutes a disturbing element in the 
maintenance of peace and security in the South Atlantic Sea, a goal 
to which Southern Cone countries are especially committed.” 
We are there. Where are we?  In South America.  It is not me that 
says so, it is proposed by the Constitution of the European Union, 
which defines Malvinas as an overseas “associated territory”.  The 
United States proved it to us when it decisively supported their North 
Atlantic allies in the Malvinas War.  It is imposed on us, as a natural 
defense attitude, by the “briefing papers” of British security experts 
who think of Malvinas as a European Union military base.14 If we 
do not answer that Malvinas are South America, we will hardly find a 
solution to the riddles with which the Sphinx tries to strangle us. 
Let us consider the municipality of Malvinas from this South American 
context.  Why should there be a North Atlantic military base in the 
South Atlantic Sea? This circumstance should worry Islanders as much 
as it worries us, since it directly conspires against their admittedly 
peaceful way of life, since it deeply disturbs their interests, unless they 
believe a sustainable economy with long-term strategic development 
may be built within a Fortress.  What would María and Miss Nims 
think, while sewing, about the prospect of having their children play 
and grow up in the vicinity of a military base?  This circumstance 
affects them directly for one simple reason: they live here, in the vast 
Patagonia, in the hub of the South Atlantic Sea, in the peaceful South 

14 The status and location of the military installations of the Member States of the European 
Union and their potential role for the European Secu¬rity and Defence Policy (ESDP)” 
ROGERS, James and SIMÓN, Luis. At www.europarl.org.uk Subcommittee on Security and 
Defence, March 30, 2009.
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America.  And our destinies are tied together. 
Facing the blind alleys that hatred generates, let us search for a 
way out, let us think Malvinas from South America.  Not only in 
the declarations at Regional Fora.  Not only in light of the proven 
solidarity shown by countries of the Region towards our claim.  Let 
us think Malvinas from Mercosur, from Unasur, from comprehensive 
projects with large scopes and shared interests.  Let us imagine and 
build concrete alternatives that help anticipate the future.  Let us 
invite those who want to hear us to share this hope.  Undoubtedly, 
South America is still the New World. 
A boy is walking down the street.  At a distance I can see on his T-shirt 
the abrupt silhouette of Malvinas against a sea which is the Argentine 
flag. I think that, perhaps, his father fought at the war.  There is a 
slogan on the T-shirt that I cannot quite make out.  The march of time 
is relentless.  I move on and I can sense hope.  Perhaps the slogan 
is “Malvinas are South American”.  May God allow me to live long 
enough to see it. 


