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PREFACE

SINCE the manuscript of this Byron journal is owned by the 
National Maritime Museum, it is only fitting that my thanks, and 
those of the Hakluyt Society, be given first of all to the Museum for 
their permission to publish this work. I am also indebted to the 
Public Record Office, London, the Archives of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Paris, the Dixson Library, Sydney, the British 
Museum, the Hydrographic Department of the Admiralty, and the 
Hydrographic Office of the U.S. Navy, for the use of their 
facilities and the permission either to draw upon or to reproduce 
materials in their files. The copyright in such materials remains 
their property.

I believe that one owes more thanks to individuals than to 
institutions. The 'making of a book' is not the result of collecting 
material, evaluating, and finally presenting it. It is the result of a 
human relationship in which individuals go out of their way to give 
the author or editor assistance, encouragement, and advice.

Since it would be impossible for me to name all those to whom 
I owe a debt of gratitude, I should like to mention specifically 
Professor Geoffrey Tillotson of Birkbeck College in the University 
of London, Dr Helen Wallis of the Map Room of the British 
Museum, Mr R. A. Skelton, the honorary Secretary of the 
Hakluyt Society and the Superintendent of the Map Room of the 
British Museum, Mr G. P. B. Naish of the National Maritime 
Museum, Miss Katherine Lindsay-MacDougall, who was on the 
staff of the National Maritime Museum when I was working there, 
and Mr E. K. Timings, Assistant Keeper in the Public Record 
Office. The help which each of these people gave me was so 
extensive and was given over such a long period of time that it 
would be impossible to state just what this volume owes to each of 
them.

I should also like to thank Mr Peter J. J. Kosiba for reading the 
early drafts of my Introduction and for making many valuable
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BYRON'S CIRCUMNAVIGATION
suggestions, Mrs Vera S, Thale for assisting in the arduous chore 
of checking the typescript against the photostats of the original 
manuscript, Mr Walter J. Froinm for helping to prepare the 
typescript for the printer, Miss Janet D, Mine for making the 
arrangements regarding the illustrations from the Dixson Library, 
and Mr James A. Friberg for changing my rough sketches into 
maps worthy of reproduction.

Finally, I would Ike to thank Dr Helen Wallis for her permis 
sion to include in this volume her excellent article *The Patagonian 
Giants'.

R. E. G. 
Umvermty o 
April 1962
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INTRODUCTION

I. The Fitting Out
ON 7 March 1764, the Secretary of the Admiralty, Philip Stephens, 
wrote to the Navy Board requesting them *to propose a Ship of 
Twenty four Guns to be sheathed with Copper, & fitted for a 
voyage to the West Indies . . . to cause some further Experiments 
to be made of the efficacy of Copper-Sheathing'. 1 On the 8th, the 
Navy Board proposed that the Dolphin, a frigate built by Fellowes 
at Woolwich and launched in I75I,2 be used for the experiment 
and that she be moved by yachtsmen from Chatham to the yard at 
Woolwich which had the docking facilities needed for both fitting 
out and sheathing a ship; and on the 9th, the Lords High Admiral 
and Commissioners for Executing that Office sent to the Navy 
Board formal orders to carry out their proposal. 3

Approximately two weeks later, the Hon. John Byron was 
commissioned captain of the Dolphin and James Gumming, her 
lieutenant.4 She was to have a complement of one hundred and 
thirty men and to be victualled with six months' supply of beef and 
pork and four months' of all other provisions, with the exception 
of beer. Her beer allowance was to be cut down because of stowage 
limitations, and a supply of brandy was to be substituted. Finally, 
Byron was ordered to use dispatch in getting her ready for sea. 6 
Consequently, on the 28th, Byron assumed command of the 
Dolphin, and he, together with Gumming, John Crosier, the ship's 
surgeon, the warrant and petty officers needed for the fitting out 
and a handful of able seamen and personal servants, went aboard. 6

Byron had served in the navy for thirty-three years before he 
assumed command of the Dolphin. The second son of William, the

1 National Maritime Museum (NMM) Adm/A/2557-
2 Sir William Laird Clowes et al., The Royal Navy, in (London, 1898), 12.
3 NMMAdm/A/2557-
4 Public Record Office (PRO) Adm 6/20.
6 Ibid.
6 See Dolphin's Crew, Appendix I, pp. 143-9.

xix



BYRON'S CIRCUMNAVIGATION
fourth Lord Byron, he was born on 8 November 172^^ His naval 
career began about the year 1731, when he became a midshipman, 
and he was still a midshipman when he sailed in the Wager> one 
of Anson's squadron, in September 1740. The Wager, an old 
Indiaman fitted out as a man-of-war and used as a supply ship for 
the fleet and by all accounts the poorest sailing vessel in the 
squadron, became separated from the rest of the ships while going 
round Cape Horn. On 14 May 1741, while Captain Cheap, who 
had assumed command of the Wager upon the transfer of its 
previous captain, was attempting to keep a rendezvous with Anson, 
the Wager went on the rocks on an island about ninety leagues 
north of the entrance to the Strait of Magellan and four or five 
leagues off the mainland, under the shadow of the Cordilleras. 
There then began one of the most harrowing experiences recorded 
in English naval history. Byron's own account, The Narrative of the 
Honourable John Byron Containing an Account of the Great 
Distresses Suffered by Himself and His Companions on the Coast of 
Patagonia, was published in London in 1768. It was an account of 
pillaging, treachery, and murder by the crew, most of whom claimed 
that since their pay ceased the moment the ship was lost they were no 
longer subject to military discipline and that it was every man for 
himself. It told of Byron's own living off the sea, without shelter 
and clothing, on the 'most unprofitable spot on the globe of the 
earth'; of his going without a full meal for thirteen months; of his 
living three years in the lands of the Spaniards until he was sent 
back to Europe in a French ship in 1745; and of his eventual return 
to England in February 1746, almost five years after the ship 
wreck.

After his return to England, Byron's rise in the navy was rapid. 
He was immediately given command of a sloop-of-war. In 
December 1746, he was made captain of the Syren frigate. In 
January 1753, he assumed command of the Augusta, 50 guns, 
which had been ordered to be fitted out as a guardship at Plymouth. 
Before the usual tour of duty on a ship of this type was over, he was 
appointed to the Vanguard, 70 guns, in the beginning of 1755. In 
1757 he assumed command of the America, 60 guns, which took

1 The fullest contemporary biography of Byron is that in John Charnock's 
Biographia Navalis, v (London, 1797), 423-39.
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INTRODUCTION

part in the expedition against Rochfort under Sir Edward Hawke. 
By the close of that year he was senior officer of a small squadron 
consisting of the America and the Brilliant and Coventry frigates 
which was ordered to cruise the coast of France. The English 
squadron met a group of French ships. The America had the 
misfortune to have her adversary, a ship from Quebec laden with 
furs, burn during the fight. The Coventry, though, captured a 
privateer from Bayonne, the Dragon:, and the Brilliant sank the 
Intrepide another privateer.

In 1760, Byron was in command of the Fame, 74 guns, which 
was ordered to Louisburg with some transports. At Louisburg 
he was informed by the governor that a French force carrying 
troops, provisions, and stores had taken refuge in Chaleur Bay. 
The French had hoped to relieve the garrison at Montreal, but 
Lord Colville had reached the St Lawrence River with a British 
squadron before the French could reach the river. Consequently, 
they went into Chaleur Bay and hoped to land the troops and send 
them and the provisions and stores overland. Byron attacked the 
French force with his own ship, the Fame, the Repulse, and the 
Scarborough and destroyed all the French ships: three frigates, the 
Marchault, 32 guns, the Bienfaisant, 22 guns, the Marquis Marlose, 
18 guns; and the twenty schooners, sloops, and small privateers 
that were carrying the men and equipment. Byron remained in 
command of the Fame until the end of the war, when he went on 
half-pay. He remained on half-pay until he was appointed captain 
of the Dolphin.

Byron had known that he would soon be putting to sea even 
before March 7 when Stephens sent the Admiralty's request for a 
ship to the Navy Board. For on the 4th he had written to the sister 
of Lieutenant Philip Carteret, who was to sail on the Tamar, the 
Dolphin's consort, and was to move to the Dolphin as one of her 
lieutenants in April 1765, asking her to let him know where he 
could reach him. On the I2th, he wrote Carteret: 'If you should 
chose to go to Sea with me, make all the Haste you can to Town as 
not a Moments time must be lost.' 1 There is no evidence that at 
this early date Byron was aware of what would be the exact nature 
of his mission; unless, of course, one wishes to read this meaning

1 NMM 35 MS 0081. 
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BYRON'S CIRCUMNAVIGATION
into the words 'make all the Haste you can to Town as not a 
Moments time must be lost'.

The Dolphin was a sixth-rate ship, carrying twenty-four guns. 
Her gun deck measured 113' o", her keel 93' 4", her beam 32' i", 
and she had a depth of 11' o". Her 'burthen in tons' was 5H.1 
'She was one of the earlier types of the "true frigates", without 
guns on the lower deck, and constructed with the old square 
forward bulkhead instead of the rounded bow of the later ships of 
her class. She was rigged normally for the period with foremast, 
main and mizen, with topsails and top-gallant sails; royals had not 
then come into fashion.'2

When her fitting out began, the Navy Board discovered that the 
Dolphin was in no condition to stand a long sea journey, for 'the 
Worm has got into the plank of the Dolphin to such a degree, that 
it is necessary to take the old Plank wholly off her bottom, to put 
the Ship into a condition more to be depended upon'; but the 
Admiralty was in such haste to ready the ship for sea that it 
immediately authorized the Navy Board to have the civilian 
employees at the Woolwich Yard work overtime on her. 3 So great 
was the hurry that in order to expedite the repairs the yard used 
on one Sunday, for example, a foreman, a quartermaster, thirty-six 
shipwrights, and one team of horses from six in the morning until 
six at night. 4

Parenthetically—there seems to be a great mystery about the 
history of the experimentation with copper sheathing, a device to 
prevent the worm from eating away a ship's bottom and, at the 
same time, a means of keeping the bottom from becoming fouled 
as rapidly as a wooden sheathed bottom would. Clowes, in his 
edition of Anson's Voyage, claimed that the Alarm was the first ship 
to be sheathed with copper and that this was done because of a 
direct order by Anson in 1761. 5 Sir John Knox Laughton gave the 
honour of being the first ship so sheathed to the Dolphin,9 but

1 Clowes (et al.)> 12.
2 Hugh Carrington (ed.)j The Discovery of Tahiti, A Journal written by her 

master George Robertson of H.M.S. Dolphin . . . (London, 1948), xxx. Carrington 
gives a plank by plank, compartment by compartment, description (xxx-xxxv).

3 NMM Adm/A/2557. « PRO Adm 106/1137. 
5 G. S. L. Clowes (ed.), Anson's Voyage round the World by Richard Walter 

(London, 1928), xxi.
' In the Dictionary of National Biography,
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Carrington called her the second. 1 Actually, according to Navy 
Office records, the order to copper-sheath the Alarm was given on 
i September 1763, after Anson had died. 2 Also, on 6 March 1764, 
before the Navy Board received its letter from the Admiralty 
asking that it select a vessel for the forthcoming voyage, the Tartar 
was taken into dock, after she had gone aground, in order that her 
copper sheathing might be examined for possible damage.3 Thus 
the Dolphin would seem to be at least the third ship to have been 
given a copper bottom.

The fitting out of both the Dolphin and the Tamar, the ship 
selected to accompany her, continued through the months of 
April and May.4 Fresh provisions were provided for the crews 
while the ships were in the yards during May,5 and some special 
equipment needed for an extended voyage was placed aboard. 
When Byron had commanded the Fame,6 'he found by experience 
that a Cutter he had in her of twenty six feet, and that rowed 
double-bank'd, was of infinite use', and such a cutter was put 
aboard the Dolphin in place of the usual captain's barge. 7 Both 
ships were furnished with portable ovens,8 and the Woolwich 
Yard was ordered to supply them with machines for sweetening 
'stale and noxious water'. 9 Unfortunately, the yard had only the 
machine that it was using for experimental purposes, but it was

1 Carrington, xxxi. 2 NMM Adm/B/iyS. 
3 NMMAdm/B/i74-
* The fitting out of the Tamar at Deptford was begun at the end of March. 

NMMAdm/A/2557.
5 This may have been an unusual procedure, for the Admiralty Board's order 

to the Commissioners of Victualling reads: 'Notwithstanding any orders to the 
contrary, You are hereby required and directed to cause the Companies of His 
Majesty's Ship the Dolphin at Woolwich, & Frigate the Tamar at Deptford, 
which are under orders to be fitted for foreign service, to be supplied with fresh 
provisions until they proceed to sea. Given under our hands the 2nd of May
1764' (NMM Adm/C/574). f u „ A „

* 'In 1760 he was sent in command of the Fame and a small squadron to 
superintend the demolition of the fortifications of Louisbourg, and while the 
work was in progress had the opportunity of destroying a quantity of French 
shipping and stores in the bay of Chaleur, including three small men-of-war. 
He returned to England in November, but continued in command of the Fame 
until the peace, being for the most part attached to the squadron before Brest' 
(DJV.J3.).

7 NMM Adm/A/2558. The cutter was twelve-oared, built at Deal,and covered 
with an awning (PRO Adm 106/1132).

8 PRO Adm 2/537. 
» PRO Adm 106/1137.
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able to construct a second one before the ships sailed. 1 Incidentally, 
Lieutenant Orsbridge, the inventor of the machine, received a 
reward of £100 in November iy65,2 and on her second trip the 
Dolphin carried a still for 'rendering sea water fresh at sea'. 3

The first indication that there might be something unusual about 
the voyage of the Dolphin and Tamar occurred on June 5 when 
orders were issued raising the Dolphin's complement to one 
hundred and fifty men and the Tamar's to one hundred.4 Needless 
to say, all the boards and offices involved in the fitting out had to 
be informed of this change. It could have been coincidental, but 
on the same day, June 5, the Lords of the Admiralty cautioned 
the Navy Board 'to direct.. . that no Foreigner of any Rank or 
Character whatever be admitted, upon any pretence, to visit His 
Majesty's said Yards, Docks, or Magazines, as they will answer the 
Contrary at their Peril'. 5 Although this order was to be a standing 
order and it merely repeated previously issued instructions, the 
fact that the Admiralty Board would once again warn the Navy 
Board of the need for security precautions on the very day that the 
first extraordinary step in the fitting out took place seems to indicate 
that there was a connection between the two orders and that the 
Admiralty wanted to forestall the possibility that a foreigner would 
become suspicious about the true nature of the voyage.

On June n, Byron reported to Philip Stephens, the Secretary of 
the Admiralty, that the Dolphin was ready for sea. He also requested 
three or four days' liberty in town and asked the Admiralty Board 
permission to allow Lieutenant Gumming, 'a very careful man', 
to take charge of the ship on its trip to the Downs;6 permission 
was granted. On the I4th, the Dolphin and Tamar sailed from

1 NMM Adm/A/2559. The yard at Woolwich had orders to experiment with 
the machines but had been unable to complete its experiments. Stinking water 
had been used, 'but the Stench it had imbibed being from the foulness of the 
Cask and not from Corruption, by its being kept close and confined they did not 
consider this as a proper trial tho. they allow the water was not quite so bad as 
when the tryal began' (PRO Adm 106/2197).

'By the 2<5th, our water was become foul, and stunk intolerably, but we 
purified it with a machine, which had been put on board for that purpose: it was 
a kind of ventilator, by which air was forced through the water in a continued 
stream, as long as it was necessary.' [John Hawkesworth (ed.), An Account of the 
Voyages . . . by Commodore Byron, Captain Wattis, Captain Carteret, and Captain 
Cook . . . (London, 1773)51» 4- Cited hereafter as Hawkesworth Text.]

2 PRO Adm 2/235. 8 NMM Adm/C/583. * PRO Adm 2/234. 
«PRO Adm 2/234. 8 PRO Adm 1/1494.
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Longreach.1 And, as ill-luck would have it, while her commanding 
officer was on leave, the Dolphin ran aground. When she arrived at 
Plymouth, it was necessary to take her into dock and inspect her 
bottom, but no damage had been done.2

On the i yth, Byron, who had rejoined the ship, was ordered to 
take the Dolphin from the Downs to Plymouth Sound, there to 
take under his command the Tamar, to pay the crew two months' 
wages in advance, then to sail at 'the first opportunity of wind and 
weather', then 'to open the inclosed sealed Packet and follow such 
Instructions as are therein contained for your further proceedings'. 3 
A second letter instructed him 'to cause all the Commission and 
Warrant Officers Servants belonging to the Ship you command, as 
also those belonging to the Tamar Frigate to be discharged and set 
ashore before you sail from Plymouth'.4 An allowance equal to the 
pay of the servants was to be paid at the end of the voyage.

On the 18th, the ostensible destination of the Dolphin and Tamar 
was officially changed from the West Indies to the East Indies, 
when, by order of the Lords of the Admiralty, Byron was 'appointed 
Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels employed 
& to be employed in the East Indies'. 5 His formal appointment also 
gave him permission to fly his broad pennant as soon as he was 
clear of the Channel.

The appointment of Byron as Commander-in-Chief in the East 
Indies was an astute move by the Admiralty Board, for it enabled 
Byron to 'top off' his supplies and provisions at Plymouth without 
going through the normal channels and without regard to the 
quantities normally carried by ships of the size of the Dolphin and 
Tamar. Orders went out to the Navy Board to see that he got what 
he wanted and at his own request.6 This change in destination to 
the East Indies would also enable him to refresh his crews and to

1 PRO Adm 106/1132. 2 PRO Adm 106/1135. 
'PRO Adm2/1332.
4 Ibid. 'There is allowed to the Captain of every Ship, Four Servants in every 

Hundred Men of the Complement. To the Lieutenant, Master, Second Master, 
Purser, Surgeon, Chaplain, and Cook, in all Ships down to 60 Men inclusive, 
each one Servant. To the Boatswain, Gunner, and Carpenter, in all Ships down 
to 100 Men inclusive, each two Servants; and from 100 to 60 Men, one Servant.' 
[Regulations and Instructions Relating to His Majesty's Service at Sea, nth ed. 
(London, 1772), 151-2. This edition is identical with the 9th ed. of 1757, that in 
effect when Byron sailed.]

5 PRO Adm 6/20. ' PRO Adm 2/234.
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repair the ships at Rio de Janeiro without arousing the suspicions 
of the Portuguese and the Spaniards, since India-bound ships often 
had to touch on the coast of Brazil if they had sailed from England 
during the month of June. 1

Nevertheless, the subterfuge caused the Admiralty some 
moments of embarrassment, moments which showed how correct 
it had been in taking precautions against 'security leaks'. Byron 
had been appointed Commander-in-Chief of the fleet in the East 
Indies on June 18. The very next day, Robert James of India 
House wrote Stephens, asking him to send certain documents to 
India on the ships. Stephens' reply was a perfect example of how 
to grant such a request without giving the show away. In part, he 
wrote:

but as he [Captain Byron] is to call at Plymouth for the latter [the Tamar] 
the Advices which the Gentlemen in the Direction are desirous of 
sending to the Company's Presidencys may probably be in time; And 
if you will please to send them to me by tomorrow afternoon I will take 
care that no time will be lost in forwarding them.

As it is late in the year for Ships to sail from Europe to the East 
Indies, my Lords Commrs. of the Admty cannot but be under apprehen 
sion that the Frigates above mentioned may probably lose their Passage; 
And as their Lordships take it for granted that the Gentlemen in the 
Direction may find some Opportunity of sending Duplicates of their 
Advices over land, if that should be the Case, I must beg the favour of 
you to give me a few days notice of it, that their Lordships may avail 
themselves of the same opportunity of sending Duplicates of their 
Dispatches to their Officers in the East Indies.2

The company was to continue to be an embarrassment. A month 
later, the Secret Committee of the East India Company, 'presuming 
that the intention of sending the Dolphin & Tamar Frigates 
of War to the East Indies . . . was with a View to be of Service 
to the Company in those Parts,' by-passed the Admiralty and 
wrote directly to the Earl of Halifax at St James's, asking for 
confirmation.3 The following day the Secretary of State for the

1 James Horsburgh, Directions for Sailing to and from the East Indies, China, 
New Holland, Cape of Good Hope, and the interjacent ports (London, 1809), I, 
23-6.

»PRO Adm 2/537. • PRO Adm 1 14126.
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North (Lord Stanhope) passed on the letter to the Admiralty with 
the following letter:

By Directions of the Earl of Halifax, I send You inclosed the Copy 
of a Letter from the Secret Committee of the East India company; 
and I am to desire You will please to furnish me with the Information 
therein desired, that his Lordship may be enabled to return an answer 
to the Secret Committee of the East India Company.1

This correspondence does more than illuminate a minor 
incident in the preparations for the voyage. If one takes Stanhope's 
letter at its face value—and there is no reason for not doing so—it 
would seem that at this date, July 20, almost three weeks after 
Byron had sailed from Plymouth, the Secretary of State for the 
North was unacquainted with the ostensible details of the voyage, 
much less with the true objectives, the search for Pepys's Island 
and the Falkland Islands, the cruising of the South Atlantic, and 
finally the search for the north-west passage. This fact, in turn, 
would lead one to believe that the decision to send Byron on his 
exploration was an Admiralty decision made in consultation with 
the king and that the Admiralty had not felt it necessary—nor 
possibly even wise—to take the cabinet into its confidences. 
Admittedly, the evidence is slender; but, if these deductions are 
true, it is probable that no one outside the Admiralty, other than 
the king, was aware of what was taking place until late in July 1765 
when the First Lord of the Admiralty, the Earl of Egmont, sent to 
the Duke of Grafton a letter from Byron telling of the re-discovery 
of the Falkland Islands.2

The fact that the First Lord of the Admiralty was able to keep 
all information regarding the Byron voyage from his fellow 
ministers for more than a year and that he chose to do so is not 
surprising. In the eighteenth century, more often than not, the 
cabinet was large, loosely-knit, and ill-organized; and the individual 
ministers 'considered themselves servants of the King rather than 
colleagues in a united ministry, whose members, agreeing on a 
common policy and giving one another mutual support, accepted

1 Ibid. I have found no answer from Stephens, and there is no trace of the 
correspondence in the India Office Library. 

1 See Document No. i, p. 153.
xxvii



BYRON'S CIRCUMNAVIGATION
the leadership of a parliamentary chief*. 1 As a result, Egmont was 
able to deal directly with the king without having to consult with 
his fellow ministers. From the Admiralty's point of view, keeping 
the rest of the cabinet in the dark was the prudent thing to do; for, 
as we shall see, in 1749 when Anson, then a Lord of the Admiralty, 
made preparations for a voyage of discovery similar to Byron's, 
the cabinet, as the result of pressure from Spain, forced the 
Admiralty to cancel the voyage. In 1764 the Admiralty was taking 
no chances that the events of 1749 would be repeated. 2

The Admiralty carried out the pretence that the Dolphin and 
Tamar were destined for the East Indies and that Byron was to 
assume command in that part of the world until the ships returned 
in early spring 1766. The time for carrying out this 'cover story' 
was most opportune, for in September 1764 nine ships of the East 
Indies fleet were recalled and the Dolphin and Tamar could have 
been replacements. Also, the commander in the East Indies, 
Vice-Admiral Cornish, had been recalled in the summer of 1764. 
In the List Book, 'East Indies Command',3 the Dolphin and Tamar 
are listed as having gone to the East Indies in July 1764. On 
i August 1765, the List Book showed Byron in the East Indies 
actually exercising command over the York, 60 guns, the Argo, 28, 
the Dolphin, 24, and the Tamar, 16. In January 1766, Byron was 
still supposedly in the East Indies, at this time in command of the 
Dolphin, the Tamar, and the Argo. It was only after the ships 
returned to England that they were not carried as part of the East 
Indies command and that Byron was not officially listed as being 
in charge.

The same concern for security was shown when it became 
necessary in August 1764, to purchase and fit out the store ship 
that would meet Byron at either Pepys's Island or Port Desire. The 
Admiralty directed the Navy Board to purchase the Gloucester, 
299 tons, to carry stores and provisions to the *Gulph of Mexico 
& coast of Florida'. The Gloucester, with a complement of 
twenty-four men, was to be Tut on the List of the Royal Navy, as 
a Storeship by the name of the Florida'.4

1 Sir David Lindsay Keir, The Constitutional History of Modern Britain since 
1485, 6th ed. (London, 1960), 319. 

a See below, pp. xxxvii-xxxviii. 8 PRO Adm 8/40. * PRO Adm 2/234.
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On June 29, Byron reported to Stephens that the Dolphin had 
been docked, no damage had been found, that the ship was once 
again in the Sound, and that he could proceed to sea 'the moment 
the men has received their advance money'. 1 On 3 July 1764, he 
sent to London the formal document regarding the 'State and 
Conditions of Dolphin & Tamar', the post-script of which reads: 
'The Wind being favorable, the two Ships are Unmooring.' 2

The Dolphin sailed under the command of the Hon. John 
Byron. She bore one hundred and twenty-nine seamen, of whom 
one hundred and twenty-eight were mustered and one was a 
'widow's man'.3 She also carried fourteen marines, under the 
command of Captain Thomas Parslow. Strangely, the Dolphin's 
muster sheet does not list a master, although she carried one. Three 
lieutenants were aboard, rather than the one normally carried by 
a ship of the sixth rate. Also, her allowance of master's mates had 
been raised from two to three, of midshipmen from four to twelve, 
of quartermasters from two to four, of boatswain's mates from one 
to two, and of yeomen of the sheets from one to two.4 The Tamar 
was served by an extra lieutenant, and her quota of petty officers 
included two master's mates, six midshipmen, four quartermasters 
and two boatswain's mates. 5

1 PROAdmi/z494. 2 Ibid.
8 'There being allowed, by Act of Parliament, to be constantly borne upon the 

Books of every Ship of War in Sea-Pay, a Man in every hundred Men, that the 
Complement of such Ship shall consist of; and two Men in every hundred, for 
such time as the Number of Men employed in the Service of the Royal-Navy, 
shall not exceed Twenty Thousand: And it being enacted, That the Produce of 
the Wages of such Seamen, and Value of their Victuals, shall be given and 
applied to the Relief of the Poor Widows of Commission and Warrant Officers of 
the Royal Navy; Every Commander is to enter and bear upon the Books of the 
Ship or Vessel he commands, as Part of her Complement, (till he receives Orders 
to the contrary) so many fictitious Names of Men, under the Appellation of 
Widows Men, with the Number of i, 2, 3, &c. annexed, as two in every hundred 
of her Complement shall amount to; observing, if the Complement, or broken 
Number of the Complement, amounts to Twenty-five or upwards, but less than 
Seventy-five, to allow one Name for such broken Number; but if it amounts to 
Seventy-five or more, then to allow two for it. The said Names are to be rated 
able Seamen, and always mustered for Wages, (but not for Victuals) as if the 
Men were actually on Board; and when Pay-Books shall at any Time be made 
out for the Payment of the Ship, the said Names are to be entered therein, as if 
real Seamen, with able Seamen's Pay, free from any Deduction whatsoever' 
(Regulations and Instructions, 220).

4 For normal complements of ships of all rates, see Regulations and Instructions, 
146-7.

6 PRO Adm 2/1332.
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Although most of these additional officers and petty officers 

reported aboard before the Admiralty order authorizing their 
being carried on the ships was sent to Byron on June 179 l there is 
no real discrepancy between the Admiralty records and what 
actually took place. For on June 5, the complement of the Dolphin 
had been raised from one hundred and thirty men to one hundred 
and fifty and that of the Tamar to one hundred. No doubt the 
exact details of the increases were worked out at this earlier date.

This order of the lyth, which authorized the increase in officer 
and petty officer personnel, also specified that the warrant and 
petty officers should receive third-rate pay rather than sixth rate 
and 'that all such of the officers (as well Commission as Warrant 
Officers) Petty officers. Seamen and Marines, as shall exert 
themselves in their several Stations, and behave themselves to your 
[Byron's] satisfaction, Shall be allowed and paid double Wages 
during the said Voyage . . .'.a

The most extraordinary departure from the normal Admiralty 
procedure was not the bonus pay offered, but the verbal 
authorization given by Lord Egmont to Byron 'to purchase 
Vegetables at all such places as your Lordships Memorialist 
[Byron] might touch at during the said Voyage' and 'to cause the 
Ships Companys to be served any quantity of Provisions, beyond 
the established Allowance as your Lordships Memorialist might 
judge necessary, the better to enable them to undergo the fatigues 
& Hardships of the Voyage'. 3

Byron was to take full advantage of this humane privilege. At 
Madeira, he

1 Ibid. For example, Lt Gumming reported aboard the Dolphin on 28 March 
1764 and Lt John Marshall and Lt George Robertson on the I2th. Lt Philip 
Carteret replaced Gumming when the latter was transferred to the Tamar in 
April, 1765 (see Dolphin's Crew, Appendix i, pp. 143-9). 'Friday Nov r 2 d 
Wind NNW a pleasant Gale & very fine weather. This day after swearing the 
Lieutenants of both Ships I [Byron] delivered them their Commissions for the Dolphin 
tho' but a 20 Gun Ship bears three lieuis for this Voyage and the Tamar two. They 
had only acting Orders from me before, & thought they were not to receive their 
proper Commissions til after their arrival in India, where they imagined we were 
bound' (p. 27).

a Actually, this is not as generous as it first seems. The pay differential 
between sixth rate and third rate was not considerable, and in many cases petty 
officers in a sixth-rate ship received the same pay as those in a third ('Wages in 
each Rate', Regulations and Instructions, 146). Byron did not inform his men of 
this wage bounty until after the ships left Rio de Janeiro.

* See Byron's Memorial, Document No. 6, p. 180.
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directed Mr Henry Stacy Purser of the Dolphin, to furnish that Ship 
and the Tamer with Onions ... at the rate of twenty pounds in 
weight to each Person on board them for a Sea Store, and at the Cape of 
Good Hope a quantity of Pumpkins for the same purpose; . . . at Rio 
de Janero, Batavia and the Cape . . . finding that the Pursers quotas 
of Vegetables, which they furnished the Ships with, (being as much as 
they could afford) were not near sufficient, [he] directed Mr Stacy to 
purchase Vegetables, to Boil with the fresh Beef every Day for Dinner, 
limitting him to the Prices, which he was not to exceed, and to draw 
Bills on the Victualling Board for the same.

And when his men were undergoing the rigours of the South 
Atlantic climate,

observing that the established Allowance of Provisions was not sufficient 
for the Officers and People, (who had nothing else to Eat or Drink for a 
great part of the time,) he order'd Breakfasts to be given them, every 
Day in the Week in the Straits of Magellan and the Coast of Patagonia, 
also as much Pease above their Allowance as they could eat in the 
Voyage; the Beef and Pork being very small when Boiled he frequently 
gave them double Allowance, he also gave them as much Bread as they 
could eat, with double Allowance of Sugar, and Spirits as often as 
necessary.

II. The Historical Background 
The opening of the preamble to Byron's secret instructions,1

Whereas nothing can redound more to the honor of this Nation 
as a Maritime Power, to the dignity of the Crown of Great Britain, 
and to the advancement of the Trade and Navigation thereof, than to 
make Discoveries of Countries hitherto unknown, and to attain a perfect 
Knowledge of the distant Parts of the British Empire . . .

clearly stated what was the long-range objective of his voyage: 
'the advancement of the Trade' of Great Britain. And it was 
advancement of trade—particularly in the Pacific—not discovery 
for the sake of adding to human knowledge, that was behind not 
only this voyage in 1764, but also that of Wallis and Carteret in 
1766. For England hoped to find new markets for the products of 
English manufacturers by 'creating a network of commercial 
exchange extending through the Pacific and Indian Oceans. By

1 See p. 3.
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