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A N ACCOUNT

of The Loss of His MAJESTY's sloop,
- **

SWIFT;

In a Letter to a Friend.

DEAR SIR,

HAVING frequently mentioned

to you, some of the circumstances attending the loss

of the Sloop Swift, on the coast of Patagonia, you

wished me to give a more particular account of that

event, and of others, which succeeded. This I shall

do, in compliance with your request. The friendship

with which you honor me, will cause the narrative to

be interesting to you, and if after such a lapse of

years, you think it will be so to the publick, tho' in a

less degree, I shall, on your authority, send it to the

press, without any attempt to influence your feelings,
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except as they may be affected, from the nature of

the case: I shall make known to you the various

occurrences, taken from my journal, and delivered

in the plain, unadorned language of truth.

His Majesty's sloops Swift and Favorite, were

stationed at Falkland Islands. A great part of the

sea-coast, the many harbours among those Islands,

and the longrange of Patagonia, were yet unexplored.

It was therefore determined that the Swift should be

employed, before the winter set in, to prosecute such

discoveries as the season would permit. Captain

Farmer, the senior commanding the Swift, sailed on

the seventh of March, 1770, on the above service,

and had scarcely reached the sea in the evening,

before a hard gale of wind sprung up from the south

ward, which lasted till the thirteenth when we saw

the coast of Patagonia, and found that we were

between the ports of St. Julian, and Desire; with the

latter, the ‘Master, and myself were partially ac

quainted, having touched there with Commodore

Byron, in the year 1764.

Though the gale had abated, yet our people being

very much fatigued, and their bedding and wearing
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apparel quite wet, it was determined that the ship

should remain in Port Desire for a few days, as a

- place ofrest and refreshment; we therefore made sail

for it about ten o’clock in the forenoon. . We had

the entrance of the harbour open, the wind blew

gently out of it, the tide was setting in at the rate of

five or six miles an hour, and had risen so much that

all the dangers on each side of the channel were

hidden, the wind too was against us. While we

were deliberating what was best to be done, the ship

grounded on a rock, which was totally unknown to

us. Its situation is nearest the north shore, a small

spot, with twelve and fourteen fathoms, or seventy

two and eighty-four feet all round it. Different

bearings were taken to ascertain it in future, but

these were afterwards lost. Our boats were imme

diately got out, and a proper distance fixed on, for

placing the small anchors to heave the ship off, but

they did not contribute to our relief, until it was

very near high water, for the flood-tide pressed her

on the rocks. The intermediate time was employed

in starting the fresh water, and pumping it out, to

lighten the ship, which after having remained near

two hours in the position described, was liberated
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without any apparent injury; and about this time the

wind had changed, blowing very gently into the

harbour. That moment's deliberation had deter

mined us on remaining where we were, till the

change of the tide, and then to have moved out

further, securing the ship with one of her large

anchors. In consequence, I was ordered to take a

boat, and weigh one of the small anchors, leaving her

riding by the other. At thisjuncture of time, as if a

fatality attends later counsels, she was got under

way, and steered for the harbour. This alarmed me,

for to enter it at the top of high water I knew was

improper, where so many perils existed, and all

concealed. At that stage of the tide however the

ship got in considerably before me, and was hidden

for some time by a point of land. Having arrived

at the point of land, judge what my feelings must

have been to see her again on shore; for at this

period the tide was ebbing fast. Soon after I got

on board, and had learnt that the bower anchor

had been dropped in ten fathoms water, but that in

shooting the ship under sail, across the tide out of

the strength of the stream, her bow had grounded

on a flat rock which had then only two fathom,
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or twelve feet water on it. The wind had forced her

considerably on, and as the tide was leaving her very

fast, it was soon discovered, that she could not be

removed before the next high water. Her stern lay

in eight fathoms, or forty-eight feet, and it was

nearly the same depth as far as the edge of the rock.

Our first care was to secure her from oversetting,

by means of our spare topmasts, but from the depth

of water this could not effectually be done, they

could only be placed on the flat rock, about the

ships bows; of course they did not afford the support

that could have been wished.

Our next necessary work was to convey all the

weight from the after part of the ship, to the shore.

This we could manage very expeditiously, for we

had four boats, the water was perfectly smooth, and

we scarcely forty yards from the land, where there

was likewise a good beach. Least the strength on

board should be too much diminished, none were

sent from the ship, but a part of the crew who were

unwell, and the boys: There were two reasons even

for landing of them. The first, that if an accident

happened to the ship, those would be safe, who in
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the moment of distress, were least able to provide for

themselves. The other, as they would be useful to

us all, by receiving the various articles from the

boats, and carrrying them above high water mark,

Our bread and powder, being in the extreme after

part, became the first objects of attention; small

arms; and other articles of weight, followed. During

these employments, the tide was leaving us very fast.

The ship became by degrees more and more erect.

The water which found its way, all settled abaft,

where no pumps could be introduced, and only

buckets employed. This being a tedious process

engaged many of our people, and though every

precaution and exertion were used, we had the

mortification to observe that the water rather gained

upon us. About five in the evening, the rock on

which the ship had grounded, was three or four feet

above the surface. She lay considerably on one side,

and settled very much by the stern ; yet were we

not without hopes, for the tide had nearly fallen by

the shore, and that she might be kept as quiet as

possible during this anxious and important moment

every act of labour, except baling was suspended.
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The ship's company had been without victuals all

day, and were greatly fatigued, yet they worked

chearfully to the last, which was a little after six,

when the fatal period arrived, though the tide was

beginning to raise. Her first movement was by

settling; the shores then gave way, and she went

down stern foremost in deep water, all of which

happened in the space of a minute. Fortunately our

boats were along side, which received about forty of

the Men; the rest jumped from the bowsprit on the

rock, from whence they were afterwards brought to

the land. As soon as we were assembled, a muster

took place, which produced a melancholy discovery,

that our cook and two marines were drowned ; the

remaining number amounted to eighty-eight. This

accident occurred about the latitude 47, 47 south 66,

10 west longitude, on the continent of Patagonia,

whosebarrenness for several degrees north and south of

Port Desire, is scarcely to be paralleled; at this time

likewise it was within a few days of the sun's cross

ing the Equinox, and the winter season commenc

ing.
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During the first night, many of our people were

employed in the boats, near the ship, to secure any

thing which might escape from it. Those not-so

engaged were endeavouring to keep themselves

warm, by making small fires in the cavities of the

rocks, with sea weed, and other materials equally

unsubstantial, found above high water mark.

T -

Having described our present situation, it is

needless to add that we were very uncomfortable:

and I shall only observe that by far the greater

number of us were without either stockings, jacket,

or hat. My own dress, from which you may judge

of the inſeriors, consisted of a shirt, a waistcoat,

without sleeves, a pair of canvas trowsers, and an

old pair of shoes, having neither hat, breeches, nor

stockings. So hard did we labour before the ship

sunk, as to have no occasion for clothes, and when

she was oversetting, there was no time to look for

them. Indeed a precaution had taken place, which

prevented even a hope of future relief in this re

spect, For at the very early period of the disaster,

chests, &c. were thrown into the hold, to hinder

the boats and people being improperly employed;
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and the water had no motion, except from the tides,

each of which deposited sand, and mud, so that

every thing remaining in the ship, soon became

immoveable.

Early on Thursday morning, the 14th of March,

we naturally assembled, and silently gazed at each

other's gloomy countenances, and the desolate pros

pect we had all around us. In addition to this

unfortunate situation, we had left Falkland islands

without acquainting Captain Maltby of the Favo

rite, where we intended attempting our discoveries,

or how long we supposed being absent, so that no

assistance was to be expected from that quarter.

On this day the wind was westerly, blowing strong.

We had served the officers and men a buiscuit each,

four of them being equal to a pound of bread. We

then divided in search of fresh water, About noon

some of the people returned, having found two wells

or pools, of brackish, dirty, black water. This at

first was very disgusting; but necessity soon rendered

it palatable, and its bad qualities were forgotten.

These two pools, were near the sea shore, and about

B 2
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one mile, on each side of the spot where we purposed

to fix our abode. In the evening we again assembled,

and began to form some regulations for our future

conduct, likewise to examine what we had saved.

The keeping a striet watch over the wreck night and

day, in hopes of something being detached from it,

was a rule, that however constantly we were disap

pointed, was never neglected. Another was, to

select a man from each class, to pay attention to our

bread; in this we were equally unfortunate, for fre

quent pilferings were committed. And we very early

discovered, that we had not only to guard against

thieves among ourselves, but that we were subject to

the resolute and pertinacious depredations of mice,

who not only foiled us in all attempts to entrap them,

but caused great destruction. The provisions saved,

consisted besides bread, in one small cask of beef, one

of oatmeal, one of cheese, and a small bag of pease. .

The stores were muskets, musketballs, powder, flints,

and a few spars, which happened to be loose on the

deck.

: Friday, the 15th, the wind being S. W. and fine

clear weather, we sent three boats along the shores, to
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examine whether anything escaped from the wreck,

might have lodged there; and also to try whether

muscles, or other eatables of the shell fish kind could

be procured. Fortunately two chests were discovered

floating on the river, one proved to belong to the

Surgeon, the other to one of the Midshipmen; in

which was found an old Davis's Quadron, Mr.

Thompson's, containing wearing apparel, which

was liberally, and equally distributed among the

officers who were most in want; it fell to my share

to receive a half worn shooting jacket, which was

extreamly serviceable. At low water some of our

people dived into the wreck; for at that stage of the

tide, half the topmasts became visible, and their

endeavours were successful. Having cut loose the

topsail yards, we erected the sails into tents. In the

evening our boats returned with a few muscles, which

were equally distributed, as indeed was every kind

of food that could be collected. The night proved

mild, and we were more resigned to our situation.

The next morning, bread was served as before,

and to every four men, were allowed a musket, a

small quantity of powder, and some balls to cut into



14

slugs. The beach afforded pebbles, of a size to be

used as small shot. Our minds being now tolerably

easy, the situation we were in, and the means of our

removal from it, were taken into consideration. The

result was, that we should make an attempt of send

ing our six oar'd cutter to Falkland Islands, to ac

Quaint Capt. Maltby with the circumstances which

had happened. The success of this attempt seemed

to afford the only probable chance we had of being

relieved. The danger however of the undertaking

did not suffer us to entertain any very sanguine

hopes, but it was necessary that a trial should be

made. The distance to Port Egmont was about 105

leagues, or 315 miles, independant of any connexion

of seeing land; indeed exposed to the sea from the

eastward, upwards of twelve thousand miles. It is

true we had saved an old Davis's Quadrant: seafar

ing people well know how little that instrument

eould be depended upon, even in a ship, and a

smooth sea, then what was to be expected from the

accuracy of the observation taken in a boat. A

compass was likewise saved, but the motion of a boat

even in a river is so quick, that there is little reliance

upon the useful guide, then what was to be expected
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from it in a turbulent ocean, such as has already

been described; therefore not very probable that

the officer in the boat could be very correct in

making the land, it is rather to be wondered, consi

dering every circumstance, that he made it at all.

These obstructions, together with the season of the

year, and boisterous climate being considered, it

will appear that our thoughts of removal from this

disastrous spot must have been exceedingly dubious;

and long before it happened, from the time which

elapsed, had been often relinquished, and a variety

of projects suggested, none of which it was to feared,

would have been attended with success.

The cutter in length twenty five feet, and seven

feet broad, was now hauled up on the beach, and the

carpenters began with raising her side or gunwall,

five or six inches. This was to be effected by tak

ing the bottom boards out of the other boats, and the

nails from one, served to secure the other. This, a

carpenter, or even a seamen would easily conceive

to have been very indifferent work, for we had

neither saved tools, nor materials; over all was

fixed a canvass deck, leaving a little open space
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abaft, for the people to go under it, which likewise

the man might stand in, who was employed in steer

ing; and, as a further precaution against the sea

getting under the canvas deck, the steersman had a

kind of covering which drew close round his waist.

This seemed as if it would have answered extreamly

well, while the boat was on the beach ; but all was

destroyed the first night of her being at sea. While

this was going on, various parties were engaged in

search of provisions for the boat's crew, and on this

day we were tolerably fortunate, having shot a hawk,

a few sea-gulls and sheldrakes. The latter are birds

as large as ducks, and when on the wing, very much

alike; they procured also three middled sized seals.

On the evening of Saturday 16th, the weather

being moderate, and the wind westerly, the boat was

put in the water, fitted with three sails, and stored

with every thing we had to spare, commanded by

the Master, (late Captain William White,) with six

seamen, chosen from a number of Volunteers. The

next morning at nine, the wind and weather being

still favourable, they took their leave of us, both

parties giving three cheers. But the spirits of all
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were so depressed, that the cheers were faint and

languid; and at this melancholy separation tears

flowed abundantly. This evening one of the drowned

men was observed on the beach. He was buried

with all the decency our situation admitted, and

every one attended his funeral. The solemnity of

it, could indeed only be equalled by people who ex

pected that in a very short time it would be their

own fate. About ten at night succeeding the day on

which the boat left us, the wind suddenly changed

from N.W. to S.W. blowing in very strong gusts,

attended with lightening, and a great deal of thunder

and rain. This weather continued for four hours,

every body was low spirited, and exceedingly anxi

ous for the fate of the people in the boat. The gale

was likewise very ruinous to us on shore, as by its

violence all our ill erected tents were destroyed.

Sunday, 17th, the weather was squally, with a great

sea in the offing. Prayers were read, and put up for

our brave companions. But we almost despaired of

their safety; for the last night's gale, and the visible

effects of it at sea, were very awful. We had little

C
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to eat on this day, except our bread, but nothing

more was wanted, for it seemed as if the appetite

sympathised with the despondence of spirits.--------

Monday the 18th, we had fresh gales, and clear wea

ther, the wind had returned to the N.W. but it

caused a confused sea; soon after day light an alarm

was given from one of the men on an adjacent hill,

that there was a sail in the offing. I immediately

embarked in one of the small four oared boats,

scarcely waiting to know where she was, or tak

ing any other precaution. Having sailed about twelve

miles in the direction which had been pointed

out to some of the people, without discovering the

vessel, I concluded she might be concealed by Pen

guin Island, which is about sixteen miles from Port

Desire. I landed on this rocky spot, from whence

I could see at least eighteen miles round me, and had

the mortification to find that the alarm was a false

one, and must have been caused either by two seas

meeting in contact, or the waves breaking against

Penguin Island. Our present situation would not

admit of a moment's delay, for we only got access

to the place by watching a favourable smooth sea,

to jump on the rock. The wind likewise blew di
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rectly from Port desire, and we had no alternative

but to gain the shore as the wind would permit, the

boat lying with a full sail. In the evening we

reached the land, about eight miles to the southward,

and leeward of our post. From thence there was no

chance of getting home by water till the weather

became more moderate. The boat being hauled up,

and secured, we used our utmost efforts to gain the

spot opposite to our settlement, so as to be seen

before it was dark. For as I observed before, we

set off without a thought of any thing but the speedy

pursuit of relief, we had not taken even our small

pittance of bread By the time we had arrived at the

place intended, it was nearly dark; too dark indeed

for us to be seen, and the distance across was too

great to admit of our being heard. We therefore

wandered about all night, which was a very cold and

blowing one. In the evening during our walk, we

saw several guanacoes, a species of deer, but larger,

hares and ostriches, but they were extremely shy, and

moved off, when at a considerable distance from us.

Tº
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Tuesday, 19th, fresh gales and clear weather, the

wind at N.W. soon after day light a boat came to

fetch us, and we regained our old habitation, where

we were regaled with our biscuit, and a sup of dirty -

water, which however scanty, or disagreeable, we

stood greatly in need of. A petty officer, and four

men were sent, to wait an opportunity of bringing

the boat to the settlement. The other boats and

people went in search of provisions, which was the

constant employment every day, varying their pur

suits and places as circumstances pointed out. There

was no danger of straggling, for the bread was served

daily, and in none of our excursions was any water

met with, except the pools already mention, d, and

one on the south side of the river, in the direction

of south, about the distance of five miles; equally un

pleasant as the water near our settlement. This hap

pening to be a bright day, some of our people dived

into the wreck, and disentangled some of the small

sails that were upon deck. These became very ser

viceable, as they assisted in clothing those who were

nearly naked. This fine day produced us likewise

a tolerable meal of muscles, a few birds and a seal.

But we had the mortification to discover, even at this
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early period, that the birds became very shy, for we

were but bad shots, and made much noise with little

profit. And as for the muscles, they could only be

procured when the water was at its lowest ebb, and

quite smooth, therefore it was easy to see that our

dependence on then would become daily more pre

carious.

Wednesday, 20th, the wind northerly, blowing

fresh, but in the evening it became southerly, with

showers of rain. The change of wind brought our

boat home, and the rain filled several little hollows

on the top of the rocks, of which, though we seldom

felt thirst, we drank greedily. Our people in cross

ing the country for the boat, saw the same animals

that I have already mentioned, and a few foxes,

They likewise, in the valleys near the sea, found a

quantity of salt, and brought some with them.

Thursday, 21st, fresh gales from the N. W. with

cloudy weather, we had scarcely any thing to eat

this day but our bread.

Friday,22d, fine clear weather, the wind at E.N.E.

served the people a handful of oatmeal, which they
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eat unboiled, for we had no utensils whatever. The

birds and seals, were generally dressed on stones,

which were always kept hot in our little fires. The

muscles were eaten without preparation, except their

beingjust put before the fire to open the shells. Se

veral of our people complained now of pains in their

backs and sides,the consequenceprobably of bad lodg

ings; but however medicines might havebeen wanted,

none could be obtained, for the chest was left in the

ship, with the other valuables. The Captain and

Mr. Thompson, the su geon, taking the advantage

of the easterly wind, went up the harbour, or rather

the river. We procured a few muscles and a seal.

Saturday, 23rd, wind westerly, we were employed

the greatest part of the day in removing our bread

to another cave, for the mice had made such a

lodgment, that they had destroyed and wasted much

of it. This day we could procure nothing else to eat.

Yet we all seemed to bear our deprivations tolerably

well; at least there was no murmuring; neither in

deed had there appeared at any one time, the

smallest degree of discontent. Happily for us we

had preserved no liquors. Sunday, 24th, the wind
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and weather as yesterday. One of our wells became

dry, which caused much uneasiness, especially as the

other likewise was considerably reduced. The cap

tain and surgeon returned. They said they had been

between forty and fifty leagues up the river, which

to appearance was navigable still further, but the

tides were very rapid. The whole of the country

was as barren as the spot we inhabited. They saw

a few birds, but were able to do little more than

provide for themselves. This day our fare was very

scanty, we therefore distributed a little of our salt

beef. Divine service was performed as •was the

case regularly every Sunday. -

Monday, 25th, the wind westerly, but the wea

ther changeable, towards the evening very strong

gales. The people employed as usual. One man

shot a hare. These animals here are much larger

than ours, nearly the same colour, except a half

black circle on the rump. They feed in the day, and

when disengaged from eating, sit up like monkeys,

which I think will account for the black circle; they

are generally seen in pairs, the meat is much whiter

than that of ours, and I think preferable in taste.
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Tuesday 26th, strong gales, with much rain, which

replenished our wells, and made us quite comfortable

in that respect, but increased those painful com

plaints before mentioned. Served the people in ad

dition to their bread, with a handful of oatmeal, and

of pease, and we procured some other trifling as

sistance from our detached parties.

Wednesday 27th, fresh gales and clear. With the

wind from the N. E. very cold from the frost in the

might, and exceedingly unpleasant in our caves. We

got ajolerable supply of seals, a species of provision .

which would have been rejected with loathing by

people in any other situation, but our stomachs re

ceived it without disgust. A pole-cat was shot, which

stunk abominably, he was very handsomely spotted,

black and white, with a long bushy tail. These

animals burrow in the earth like rabbits. In addition

to our misfortunes, rats are discovered, and the mice

visibly multiply. Both of them are become alarm

ing neighbours, and inmates, not only from their own

depredations; but when to avoid them for a short

time, we shift our bread from place to place, it is not
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possible entirely to guard against a certain degree of

waste, and pilfering.

Thursday 28th, hard gales, and cloudy hazy wea

ther; the wind from the N.W. nothing to eat but

bread, served a little beef in addition.—One of our

people a native of Portugal, requested leave, that he

might endeavour to get by land to Buenos Ayres; a

place at least 550 miles distant, but as there were se

veral rivers to pass, this could not be determined on

exactly. The river Camerons is supposed to be sixty

miles broad at the entrance, and as it has never been

penetrated from the sea, nor any account received ef -

its course from travellers, there is no judging how

far inland he must have gone before he could have

crossed. Besides the obstacles from the rivers, the

country was totally unknown; he must have gone

barefooted, and almost naked, and without any rea

sonable prospect of obtaining victuals or drink. It is

therefore scarcely necessary to say, that his offer was

declined. It was indeed as yet entirely undetermined

what course the whole of us was to take. Something

was to be decided upon very soon, for winter gave

D
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evident signs of its coming on with severity, and we

were seriously apprehensive for the fate of the cutter:

Friday 29th, variable, disagreeable weather, blow

ing hard from the southward, with much rain ; and

indeed so bad, that the people chose to stay at home,

having their biscuit only, rather than take their

chance of procuring an addition to it, by going out.

We were now from the necessity of lying together

for the benefit of warmth, become covered with

vermin. …"

"saturday 30th, hard gales, the wind at N.w...it

froze hard in the night, and was very cold. The

number of complainants increased, but none of them

were absolutely confined. To disease was superadded

great depression of spirits; neither of them to be

wondered at, particularly the latter, as our situation

was growing more and more serious every day. The

people who were well were employed in drying and

weighing our bread. Served the remainder of our

beef and oatmeal: one of the men shot two foxes,

which we thought very good eating ; they are much

smaller than ours. The carpenters were busy in re
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pairing one of the four oared cutters, whose length

was 14 feet, and 4 broad; as it was at this time in

contemplation that I should attempt going to Bue

nos Ayres, to procure a vessel, and fetch the people

off. The passage for the boat would have been along

the coast; except in crossing the river Camerons,

whose breadth I have already described; for the most

sanguine among us had given up all hopes from the

Cutter.

Sunday 31st, strong gales and cloudy weather,

attended with snow, thunder, and lightning. Our

people could not stir out; of course they had nothing

to eat but their bread. They were indeed much dis

tressed, both from want of nourishment, and want of

clothes.

Monday, April 1st, the weather for nearly the

whole day was dark and gloomy, with sleet, the

wind S.W. we got nothing but our bread, which was

increased to two biscuits, or about half a pound.

Tuesday, April 2d, the weather was moderate, the

wind easterly, we procured a few seals and muscles.

D 2
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Wednesday, 3d, the weather very unsettled, at

tended with hard squalls of wind and rain. Served

the people with half a pound of cheese each; none

of them could go out, for at this time they were al

most naked, and in a state that was truly pitiable.

But to see them lying one on the other, to preserve

such a degree of warmth, as was necessary for life,

was a spectacle which however disgusting, seldom

failed to bring tears into the eyes of every observer.

We were now quite at a loss, and undetermined what

to do. A great deal more than reasonable time, had

been allowed for the Favorite sloop to have arrived,

if the cutter had reached the Islands; and the

thoughts of her being lost, prevented our attempting

to send the four oared boat to Buenos Ayres. The

journey by land was talked of, but the cries of those

who could not travel, which were by far the greatest

number, were so distressing, that we absolutely

could think of no scheme, nor form any resolution

whatever.

Thursday, 4th, a fresh N.W. wind, and clear

weather. The captain, officers, and about twenty

men armed with muskets and provided with balls,
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crossed the river, in hopes of killing some guana

coes, hares, foxes, or ostriches, and according to

the success we met with, our future movements

might be regulated. But from our being very bad

shotsmen, and from bad management, we only kill

ed five hares. They weighed, I think, about 25

pounds each; and afforded the next day an uncom

monly good meal for us all. The only good one in

deed,which we had during the whole of our residence

in Patagonia. In this last excursion, many of us

were exposed to great risk, for we spread so much

ground to incircle a flock of guanacoes, that when

they came to force their way out, every one fired,

and some of us had miraculous escapes. All these

animals, but particularly the guanacoes, were ex

tremely shy, moving off at the least alarm, as if they

were frequently hunted. But this could only hap

pen to them twice a year, when the tribes of Pata

gonians cross the country, for the sake of having

constant food. These people travel over a vast space

of land, moving always with the sun, to preserve a

temperate climate. I have seen them, at two dif

ferent periods, in the height of summer as far south

as 33 30 degrees, and from different vestiges we per



30

ceived they were not unacquainted with these parts,

The shyness of the guanacoes, renders it almost im

possible for people on foot to kill them; the Pata

gonians have much the advantage of us, all being

well mounted, and much better marksmen, with

their slings, than we were with muskets. They com

monly feed in the valleys, and there is generally one

of the males on each hill looking out, and no

sooner do they observe any person advancing, than

they make a noise which somewhat resembles the

braying of an ass, and then direct their course in the

track they wish to be followed by the rest of the

flock. -

Friday, 5th, variable weather, with frequent hard

squalls of wind, and showers of rain, the wind south

erly. We were now of an opinion that it was ab

solutely necessary to go in search of a more hospit

able climate, and orders were issued to prepare by

getting shoes made from the skins of the animals

which we had killed. The canvas that remained

we put together in the best form we could, as bags

to carry our bread and ammunition. This evening

we weighed the bread, and found we had as much
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as would serve us for the time we proposed staying

here, and a greater quantity than we could carry with

us, we therefore allowed a pound to each man. The

thoughts of this expedition terrified many of our

people, who intreated to be left behind under the

protection of providence, rather than incur fatigues,

which would shortly finish their days. Doubtless

their situation was deplorable, and to separate, was

scarcely less distressing to those who were able to

walk. This staggered our resolutions, and it was

finally determined that I should go in the small cut

ter to Buenos Ayres, a plan which seemed to meet

with general approbation. The allowance of bread

was again reduced. Several volunteers offered for

the boat, and four men were selected, as many, with

myself, as she could carry. All our men deserved

great commendation, for they had been equally

pressing in their offers when the cutter was proposed

for Falkland Island. Indeed they had behaved in

every trying and distressing circumstance with the

utmost patience, fortitude, and obedience. The

boat was now again taken in hand, and chinced

with oakum, the peoples knives serving as tools to

thrust it into the seam, or chink. The other boats.
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were robbed of their nails to assist in the repairs.

Other preparations were making, and the next day

was fixed on for my departure.

Saturday, 6th, the weather clear, and the wind

from the S.W. blowing strong. At eight in the

morning a ship was seen, which we soon discovered

to be the Favorite. It is impossible to describe the

joy we felt at this unexpected deliverance. Doubt

less we had great reason for exultation, and grateful

thanks to the Almighty, for such an act of his good

ness; for if this relief had not arrived, in all proba

bility few or none of us would have escaped to relate

the catastrophe. Such was the exhilarating power of

this event, that many, who a short time since had not

resolution enough to quit their caves, were now to be

seen running in all directions with the greatest

activity, and the wildest emotions of pleasure. About

an hour after the ship had been discovered, I set off

to meet her, but the weather was so bad, that it was

six in the evening before we got on board. There

we continued all night, and most of the next day,

before we could bring the ship into the bay, so as to

anchor her in a place of tolerable security, which
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was nearly four miles outside the entrance of the

harbour. I then left her, and came on shore in the

cutter, which had been sent with an account of our "

misfortune to Captain Maltby, bringing with me

those people who had been our deliverers. At our

landing, all were assembled to meet them, overcome

with the sense of obligations they could not express.

Embraces, and all the sincerest of gratitude were

used, to shew how much they were indebted to Mr.

White the Master, and his six attendants, for the

life which they had now so good a chance of enjoy

ing. On enquiry, we found the cutter had been only

seven days on her passage to Port Egmont, the first

night by their description, was a dreadful one, as I

have noticed on the day of their departure. Their

canvass dock went all to pieces; and the boat was

often-nearly filling with water; for though the wind

was fair, they could not venture, as it was very high,

to make that use of it which would have shortened

the time. They were obliged therefore to keep the

boat's bow as much to the sea as they could, by that

situation, meeting the least resistance, yet always

driving towards the wished-for port. The next day
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the sea and wind abated, and they proceeded on their

voyage, making use of their oars frequently, aud vo

luntarily, to expedite the service intrusted to them.

The weather on the whole continued fine, and the

land they first discovered, proved to be Cape Dol

phin, distant from Port Desire 324 miles; from this

place the boat had to come back 45 miles, which

made the whole distance sailed 369 miles. From the

the cape, an opening was perceived, which eventually

brought them into port Egmont. The weather soon

afterwards proved very bad, and it was fourteen days

before the ship could get to sea, which accounts for

her not having arrived sooner.——We were so tired

of our settlement, and elated at being relieved, that

scarcely a moment was lost in hastening our depar

ture. I therefore was directed to take as many men

as I could carry in the cutter, and twelve half barrels

of powder, and set off for the Favorite. The pros

pect of reaching her was very flattering, but our

disasters were not yet at an end. A sudden gale

came on, and the boat had nearly filled. The pow

der was thrown overboard, but that was not sufficient,

for we were obliged to reduce our sails, by which

means we missed the ship, and with much difficulty,
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feached the land on the north side, about seven

miles from our habitation. The boat was immedi

ately hauled up and overset, as a shelter for us, where

we all lay that night, the snow falling incessantly.

Sunday, 7th, strong gales, and squally, with con

stant snow; we were without victuals, and not all

able to walk in such weather. I therefore set off to

relate their situation and send relief, leaving those

that could travel to come on at theirleisure. I found

it a very tiresome walk, the wind and snow being

directly in my face. However I proceeded and sent

assistance to those I knew must necessarily remain

behind. The rest being about fourteen, gained our

settlement in the evening. The night was an exceed

ingly bad one, with much thunder, lightning and

sleet. We were all extremely uneasy, and our spi

rits were more depressed, than they had been for

some time, for we dreaded lest the violent storms

might force the Favorite to sea.

Monday 8th, hard gales, and cloudy. At day

light a strong party was sent to attempt getting off

E.
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the boat. But there was too much sea to accomplish

it, so they came back in the evening. -

Tuesday 9th, the weather still boisterous, but the

wind had altered its direction a little, becoming

rather more northerly. I set off at three in the

morning, taking several people with me; on our

arrival we found the sea much abated, the boat was

got off safely, and on-board the Favorite before

noon, where I left twenty men, and returned directly

for Port Desire.

Wednesday 10th, fresh gales, with smooth water.

At day break all the boats belonging to the sloop

came on shore, and were employed in carrying off

the people, and the few stores we had saved.

Thursday 11th, fine weather. We got every thing

on board, and in the evening took our departure,

having a fresh gale at N.W. and steered for Falkland

Islands, which we saw the 15th of April. We had

hail, sleet, and intervals of rain all the passage; and

were accompanied by whales, seals, and a variety of

birds. On the evening of the 16th, we anchored, and
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secured the ship in Port Egmont. From the weather

we had experienced in the fall of the year, there was

every reason to expect a much severer winter than

we had generally been accustomed to in England.

And indeed I had passed two summers in the Straits

of Magellan, where we had scarcely a dry day, and

almost a constant storm from the westward. The

summers having been so bad, gave us strong reasons

to dread the winter; but it proved mild, as will ap

pear hereafter. Yet as we had nothing to employ

our thoughts except the safety of the ship, she was

prepared agreeably to the ideas we had formed of the

weather from our experience. She was therefore

totally unrigged, and moored with a greater length

of cable than common. This situation reduced us

to a state of inactivity, which by no means accorded

with habits that had been always used to work. Re

maining in the ship was very tiresome, not only for

want of room, but for want of exertion.

The late Swift's company therefore were permitted

to ramble about as they pleased. They formed small

parties, and went from one island to another, amus

ing themselves in the best manner they could. The
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country abounded with long sedgy grass, which was

easily converted into places of shelter. Our food con

sisted of geese, ducks, widgeon, teal, and a variety

of other birds, which in general were so unconscious

of danger, that we knocked them down with sticks.

Foxes were the only native quadrupeds; they were

found here when we first took possession of the

island, in Mr. Byron's time, and at that period were

so tame as to come into the water and meet the boats.

This want of apprehension was considered as fero

city, and they were fired at; after which they took

better care of themselves and became the same crafty

animals as they are known to be in England, and it

required some skill to take them, which we found

necessary, their skins forming useful caps and

gloves for us. The mode of catching them was

probably new, it shall therefore have a place

here. A musquet charged with powder and small

pebbles, was placed lengthwise in their paths,

and secured from being easily moved, it was then

cocked, a string was fastened to the trigger and led

along the barrel a little beyond the muzzle, to

which was tied a piece of flesh, and when the fox

came and endeavoured to take away the bait, he shot:
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himself. Pigs and rabbits were brought to Falkland

islands, by ourselves, and multiplied exceedingly.

Many beautiful pebbles were found on the beach,

some perfectly transparent, making handsome seals;

but the lapidaries complained of their being harder

than any thing of the kind they had ever met with.

The mountains produced fine chrystals, which after

being in the hands of our workmen, were to appear

ance little inferior to precious stones. The eager

pursuit after these, turning up the earth in search of

other valuables, selecting the pebbles, and providing

a livelihood, occupied the greatest part of our time;

for as there was no work to be done on board, we

seldom went to the ship. The muscle shell in these

islands is singularly beautiful; and when the out

side is cleaned, nearly transparent, excepting a

singular figure on the inside, not unlike a man's

head. These three became articles of traffic; and

many of our seamen when returned to England,

gained considerably by their curiosities.

The subsequent days of April continued moderate,

the winds variable, the climate chiefly governed by -
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the winds. The N. N. W. and N. E. with few excep

tions, gentle, attended with fogs and small rain. In

the other quarters, the reverse, particularly be

tween the S.S. E. and W. S. W. when we had strong

gales, and fine, clear, healthy weather. The

southerly winds brought snow, but it was seldom

very cold. In the beginning of May, the Ship

was rigged again, as it became necessary to find

some employmentfor the people who lived on board,

for all were not equally hunters after mines.

The climate was colder in this month than the

last. The violence of the winds compelled us to

strike yards and top-masts three or four times; but

the duration of the gales was short, seldom exceed

ing five hours. The winds were chiefly westerly,

sometimes easterly, lasting about 24 hours, but

never longer. The month of June was dark and

cloudy, with frequent falls of snow, the winds vari

riable, but chiefly between the south and west, and

on the whole moderate, both as to winds and cold.

On the third of the month, anchored here a Spanish

frigate, of 82 guns. The pretence was the want of

water; but on the sixth, four others arrived, and the
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sameexcuse was made. However when they had recon

noitred their works on shore, our visitors informed us

their intentions were hostile with respect to the set

tlement, and all the islands, which they demanded

in the name of the King of Spain, as adjoining to

the river Plata, and likewise as the islands hadbeen

purchased from Monsieur Bouganville, who being

sent into these seas by the French Government on a

voyage of observation, pronounced himself the first

discoverer of them.

Between the 4th and 11th, preparations for de

fence were making, and we remonstrated on the

impropriety of using hostilities against us in time of

peace. They alleged how wrong it would be in us

to resist the orders they had received to dispossess

us, particularly as they came with so superior a force,

which had been sent on purpose to avoid the effusion

of blood. It was true, we had nothing to oppose

them, except the Favorite of 16 guns. There was

indeed a block-house, originally intended to receive

seven six-pounders, but the port-holes were not cut.

The frame had been built in England, and was sent

E.
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out at a great expence, with no guns or ammunition,

we therefore used it as a store-house for our provi

sions; but on this occasion it was cleared, and four

port-holes cut, to receive four twelve pounders, that

had been left on the shore by the late Admiral

Mac Bride, who at that time commanded the Jason

frigate. Opposed to us, were three frigates of 32

guns each, one of 30, and another of 20. They

were manned with 1010 seamen, including marines,

526 soldiers, and about 30 artillery men; they had

24 pieces of ordnance, from 24 pounders to fours, ,

several small field-pieces, and 4 mortars.

A great deal of conversation, verbal and epistolary,

took place before the Spaniards landed. A mutual

intelligence at length succeeded, and warping the

ships close in, they set their troops and artillery on

shore; several shots were then fired from the frigates

over the block-house, and a few from us over the ships.

In the mean time the Spanish troops were advancing.

Situated as we were, it was totally unnecessary for

us to contend; the flag of truce therefore was dis

played, and a capitulation ensued.
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The principal articles were, that the Favorite

should not depart for England, till the expiration of

twenty days after one of their frigates had sailed,

That an inventory of every thing we left should be

taken, for which they would give receipts. That the

stores and block-house might be paid for by the Spa

nish government, for they did not conceive the pre

sent transactions would produce a rupture between

the two states. That they would not interfere with

the King’s ship, nor people; and that we were to re

main, in peaceable possession of our houses till we -

sailed. These preliminaries having been settled, the

Spanish troops took possession, and we lived toge

ther on the most sociable terms:

The circumstance of the rudder being unshipped,

as mentioned in the capitulation, was certainly exe

ecuted; which would not have happened if Captain

Maltby would have given his word of honor, that

he would not attempt to sail until the limited time

had expired; but there has been more said on the

subject of disgrace, than there was occasion: for the

rudder was in want of repair, and must have been

F 2
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sent on shore, and so soon as that was effected, which

only took up three or four days, it was brought on

board by a Spanish launch.

On the 13th of July it was intimated to us that we

might depart. Of course we lost no time, and sailed

on the 14th.

Almost all the shoals about these islands are

rocky ones, which, whatever be the time of tide,

may be distinguished by the very long weeds that

grow on them; rendering the navigation so far as

they are concerned in it, very safe, because they

point out a danger not visible by any other sign. I

have seen the weeds in ninety feet water, and they

are so strong and elastic, that by getting hold of

three or four of them, they will ride a boat, or in

other words, retain her in the same situation against

a hard gale of wind.——The cluster of islands, called

Falklands, are all extremely high, and may be seen -

in clear weather, at the distance of 50 miles. The

tops of them are an entire rock, the lower part very

rich and will readily bring forward whatever is sown.
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They contain, exceedingly fine fresh-water ponds, or

lagoons, abounding with a variety of wild fowl.

There are likewise an astonishing number of rivulets,

where water-cresses, wild celery, and scurvy grass

are to be met with in great plenty; and the banks

produce excellent peat, or turf for fires.

The harbours, as far as cur knowledge extended,

bad but few fish, unless we might include under that

denomination, sea-lions, and seals; and it is pro

bable, that the smaller sorts of different species be

come a prey to them. On our first landing they

were so numerous as scarcely to allow us room for

walking. These animals seldom stay in the water,

except when feeding; and on sunshiny days, will go

sup on the hill side, to bask in the sun.

Besides these devourers of the small fish, there are

two species of sea birds, Albatross and Penguins,

which live entirely by fishing. They are both very

large birds. The former, about the body are not un

like a goose, their wings very extensive, expanding

near nine feet, and weighing about sixteen pounds;

the others except in greatness of size, resemble a

*
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duck. When on shore, whether walking or standing,

they are always quite erect, presenting a fine white

front, the feathers on the breast and belly being of

that colour. They stand likewise close together in

an exact line, and at first sight have very much the

appearance of soldiers drawn up to be exercised.

Among these are a few, from their superior bulk, and

find plumage, called Kingsand Queens. If my re

collection does not fail, they were when standing,

little short of seven feet. They were such extra

ordinary birds, that we made several attempts to

keep them alive, and likewise to preserve their skins

when stuffed, but were not so fortunate as to succeed,

There is another singularity attached to these two

kinds of birds. For though so different in other

respects, the same nests serve for both ; nature

having ordered, that one of the species should not

want to deposit its eggs, till the young ones be

longing to the other, are old enough to provide for

themselves; their nests are little hollows on small

mounds of earth, about a foot above the surface, and

this earth the birds collect and lay in regular lines,

the nests being at an equal distance from each other.

Few streets are more regularly formed, for which
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reason we gave to these assemblages the name of

towns. They contained from four to six thousand

nests placed on the rising ground near the sea.

The first occupiers continued in the town, till ne

cessity brought the others to lay their eggs; and it

should seem the latter are the strongest birds; for

they come in a body and drive the first inhabitants

away, forcing them to the brink of the precipice.

Here the young ones for the first time use their

wings, which convey them to the sea; and I believe

from the day of their expulsion, they are obliged to

cater for themselves. We scrupled not to take as

many or their eggs as we wanted, preserving them in

casks packed with sand, and a great treat they were .

to us in the winter. During the act of plundering

these birds, they never left their nests, but quietly

suffered the people to put their hands under them.

z

Having, I believe mentioned every thing worthy

of notice in these islands, I beg leave to observe,

that I attended and assisted in the forms of taking

possession, in the name of his Britanic Majesty, by

order of the Hon. Commodore Byron in January,
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1765. This was my third voyage as far south as

52° 50' in the course of six years; in two of

them nearly five years were spent going round the

globe.

July the 15th, we took our departure, leaving the

Spaniards erecting fortifications for their defence.

We werenow two ships companies crouded into one,

and having put as much provisions in the ship as

she could possibly find room for, we were obliged to

serve each man twenty days bread, which was to be

his allowance till that time had elapsed. Both com

panies were at watch and watch, so that the same bed

lodged two men, as one got out of it the other went

in. By this means we did tolerably well.

It will naturally be supposed from the mode of

living, lodging, and other circumstances already re

lated, that many of the crews of the two ships must

have died ; but this was by no means the case, for

of the Swift's ships company only one died, who was

a marine far advanced in age ; and a seaman of ours

by an accidental wound received from a Spanish
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soldier. When I mention this, it comprehends the

whole of our voyage from England, till we returned.

The remaining part of July produced a variety of

winds and weather, but nothing remarkable. The

month of August was nearly the same. We crossed

the Equinox on the 16th, in longitude 24°00' west.

September 7th, we spoke with a Spanish register

ship of 28 guns, called the St. Domingo Diamento,

who had been 78 days from Buenos Ayres, bound for

Cadiz. At this time a conversation took place about

the propriety of making reprisals. The two cap

tains disagreed, and it produced high words. Much.

of the dispute was, who the blame should be attached

to, if our ministers disapproved of the act of taking

this ship ; for when the Spaniards came and de

clared their intention with respect to Falkland

Islands, Captain Farmer considering himself as the

governor, conceived he had the same authority over

Captain Maltby as if the Swift was in being. This

the other resisted for some time, till a serious quarrel

was likely to ensue. Latterly Captain Maltby gave up

the question, leaving the propriety of the measure to

be decided on our return to England by the Lords



50

Commissioners of the Admiralty. When we met

with the register ship, Captain Farmer was for taking

of her, Captain Maltby was of a different opinion,

but observed, if you will give me orders to commit

hostilities, I will obey them. This Captain Farmer

refused, saying that his authority ceased with the loss

of the island. So the Spaniard was allowed to pro

ceed peaceably on his voyage. Three days after

wards we discovered the Azores, and on the 16th

anchored in Angria bay off the town of Fyall, where

we stayed thirty hours recruiting our water, which

was our business there, the stock being nearly ex

hausted. On the 22d we arrived at Spithead, after a

passage of ten weeks.

Of the cast-aways belonging to the late Swift, I

know of only four, including myself, that are living,

Captain Lauchlan Hunter who was then one of the

mates; Mr. Frederic Thompson the surgeon, who is

in great repute and practice in his profession at Ken

sington, and Mr. John Murry the purser, who lives

near the Hot-Wells, Bristol.

Nov. 1st, 1803.

E. GOWER.
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