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DID SIR RICHARD HAWKINS VISIT DID SIR RICHARD HAWKINS VISIT 

bility that they did come equipped with some recollections, or some part of 
the Cretan civilization, is not to be dismissed lightly, and is a subject on which 
I hope there will be a great deal more investigation. 

It now only remains to thank Mr. Rodd for giving us an extremely interest- 
ing paper and for having, as Sir Denison Ross and Sir Flinders Petrie have 
both said, indicated a subject to which it would be well that more research 
should be devoted. I am sure you will all give Mr. Rodd a very hearty vote of 
thanks for what he has communicated to us this afternoon. 

DID SIR RICHARD HAWKINS VISIT THE 
FALKLAND ISLANDS? 

H. Henniker-Heaton 

" La priori/t de dicouverte constituant le_premier etprincipal argument 
des ecrivains anglais a l'appui de leur pretentions on doit s'attendre a 
ce que leurs adversaires y contredisent."-PAUL GROUSSAC. 

QN geographical and historical grounds the question of proving 
whether Sir Richard Hawkins did or did not discover the Falkland 

Islands is of some importance, although the solution has now an academic 
value only. The fact is, that the opponents of Hawkins' claims have 
been heard fully, but, as far as the writer is aware, no reasoned attempt 
has yet been made to reply to their criticisms. 

M. Paul Groussac, Director of the National Library of Buenos Aires, 
in an elaborate treatise published in 1910 under the title of ' Les Isles 
Malouines,' claims to show that Hawkins did not in fact see the Falkland 
Islands. He bases his disparagement of the claims of that navigator 
largely on an article by Commander (now Admiral) B. M. Chambers, 
R.N., published in the Geographical yournal in I901 (vol. x7, pp. 414- 

423). In that article Commander Chambers stated that he proposed 
to show " that the evidence of Hawkins ever having visited the Falklands 
is entirely insufficient, and then to substitute a theory to elucidate the 
seemingly inexplicable account of that generally accurate chronicler." 
M. Groussac gives a faulty translation of the narrative of Hawkins 
(albeit in good faith), accepts all the criticisms of Chambers, and rejects 
his theory in substitution. Of this theory later mention will be made. 
M. Groussac's own opinion was that Hawkins came across Jane's account 
of the discovery of the group by John Davis in the Desire some eighteen 
months prior to the date of his own alleged visit, and wrote from a confused 
mass of recollections of his experiences of the Patagonian coast. 

Whether any such contention can be supported can best be deter- 
mined by a complete extract of Sir Richard Hawkins' narrative in so 
far as it is in any way relevant to the discovery. The following transcript 
is taken from the excellent edition of ' Purchas his Pilgrimes,' issued in 
I906 from the Glasgow University Press: 
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"The eighteenth of December we set saile [i.e. from Isla Grande, about 
20 miles south-west of'Rio de Janeiro], the winde at North-east, and directed 
our course for the Straits of Magalianes. .... In our Navigation towards the 
Straits, by our observation we found, that our Compasse varied a point and 
better to the Eastwards. 

" In the height of the River of Plate, we being some fiftie leagues off the 
coast, a storme tooke us Southerly, which endured fortie eight houres.... 

"The storme ceasing, and being out of all hope, wee set saile and went on 
our course. . . . 

"The wind continued good with us, till we came to 49. degrees and 30. 
minutes where it took us Westerly, being (as we made our account) some fifty 
leagues from the shoare. Betwixt 49. and 48. degrees is Port Saint Julian, a 
good Harbour, and in which a man may grave his shippe, though she draw 
fifteene or sixteene foot water: But care is to bee had of the people called 
Patagones. They are treacherous, and of great stature, most give them the 
name of Giants. 

" The second of February, about nine of the clocke in the morning, wee 
descried land, which bare South-West of us, which we looked not for so timely 
and comming neerer and neerer unto it, by the lying, wee could not conjecture 
what Land it should be, for wee were next of anything in 48 degrees, and no 
Plat, nor Seacard which we had, made mention of any land, which lay in that 
manner, neere about that height. In fine, wee brought our Lar-boord tackle 
aboord, and stood to the North-east-wards all that day and night, and the 
winde continuing Westerly and a faire gale, we continued our course alongst 
the Coast the day and night following. In which time we made account we 
discovered well neere threescore leagues off the Coast. It is bold, and made 
small shew of dangers. The land is a goodly Champion Countrey, and peopled; 
wee saw many fires, but could not come to speake with the people; for the time 
of the yeere was farre spent to shoote the Straits, and the want of our Pinnasse 
disabled us for finding a Port or Road; not being discretion with a ship of 
charge, and in an unknowne Coast, to come neere the shoare before it was 
sounded; which were causes, together with the change of the winde (good for 
us to passe the Strait) that hindered the further Discovery of this Land, with 
its secrets : This I have sorrowed for many times since for that it had likelihood 
to bee an excellent Countrey. It hath great Rivers of fresh waters; for the 
out-shoot of them colours the Sea in many places, as we ranne alongst it. It 
is not Mountaynous, but much of the disposition of England, and as temperate. 
The things we noted principally on the Coast, are these following: the Wester- 
most point of the Land, with which wee first fell, is the end of the land to the 
Westwards, as wee found afterwards. If a man bring this point South-west, 
it riseth in three Mounts or round Hillockes: bringing it more Westerly, they 
shoot themseives all into one ; and bringing it Easterly, it riseth in two Hillockes. 
This we called Point Tremountaine. Some twelve or fourteene leagues from 
this point to the Eastwards, faire by the shoare, lyeth a low flat Iland of some 
two leagues long; wee named it Faire Iland; for it was all over as greene and 
smooth, as any Meddow in the Spring of the yeare. 

" Some three or foure leagues Easterly from this Iland, is a goodly opening, 
as of a great River, or an arme of the Sea, with a goodly low Countrey adjacent. 
And eight or tenne leagues from this opening, some three leagues from the 
shoare, lyeth a bigge Rocke, which at first we had thought to be a ship under 
all her sayles; but after, as we came neere, it discovered it selfe to bee a Rocke, 
which we called Conduit-head; for that howsoever a man commeth with it, 
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it is like to the Conduit-heads about the Citie of London. All this Coast so 
farre as we discovered, lyeth next of any thing East and by North, and West 
and by South. The Land, for that it was discovered in the Reigne of Queene 
Elizabeth, my Sovereigne Lady and Mistris, and a Mayden Queene, and at 
my cost aid adventure, in a perpetuall memory of her chastitie, and remem- 
brance of my endevours, I gave it the name of Hawkins Maiden land. . ... 
the Westermost part lyeth some threescore leagues from the neerest Land of 
America. 

"With our faire and large wind, wee shaped our course for the Straits, and 
the tenth of February wee had sight of Land, and it was the head-land of the 
Straits to the Northwards, which agreed with our height, wherein wee found 
our selves to bee, which was in 52. degrees and 40. minutes." 

It is difficult to conceive how any one reading the narrative of Hawkins 
can fail to be impressed by its lucidity. It was, we believe, written shortly 
after he was captured by the Spaniards, and certainly within a year 
of the occurrence of the events described. We have a reference in 
Purchas to the fact that Hawkins sent home a report of his voyage 
while in prison. The fact that publication did not take place until many 
years later, after his death, has led critics astray. Admiral Burney 
drew attention to some obvious but explicable errors in the text, but it 
was reserved to Commander Chambers to suggest that the land seen by 
Hawkins cannot be identified with the Falklands, and that what he really 
saw and described was part of the mainland of America. The first 
land sighted and named Point Tremountaine might, according to 
Chambers, have been Tres Puntas in 47? 5' south latitude. The writer 
ventures to suggest in turn that such difficulties as may be found in 
identifying Hawkins' Maiden Land with the Falklands are in no way 
comparable with the impossibility of reconciling the theory put forward 
by Commander Chambers and the details given in the narrative of 
Hawkins. 

Identification of the group depends to a great extent on the identity 
of the land which Hawkins first sighted. As we have seen, he says, 
" The Westernmost Point of the land with which we fell, is the end of the 
land to the Westwards, as we found afterwards." Nothing could be 
more explicit. The last four words clearly indicate that the land was 
seen twice, the second time from the westward. To find the westernmost 
point of the country from a sailing ship on the east coast of the mainland 
of South America was beyond even Hawkins. Chambers unfortunately 
assumed that the only land in the Falklands which can be made to fit 
in with the description of Point Tremountaine given by Hawkins is 

part of Pebble Island, which lies some 50 miles to the east of the Jason 
Islands. Basing his criticism on a false assumption, he has no great 
difficulty in showing that Hawkins could scarcely have visited the 

Falklands, his admirable description of the lie of the country, of the 
Falkland Sound, and of the Eddystone Rock, named Conduit Head and 

pictured as a ship under full sail, notwithstanding. To prove the claims 
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of Hawkins it is necessary to reconstruct his track in the light of present- 
day knowledge from the neighbourhood of Rio de Janeiro to Point 
Tremountaine and thence to Cape Virgins at the entrance to the Straits 
of Magellan. The writer is for this purpose entirely indebted to Captain 
Conor O'Brien, whose recent navigation of the world in a small vessel 
entitles his professional opinion to respect; he spent some months in 
Falkland Island waters in the course of his voyage, and took much interest 
in the question under review. 

It does not appear that Hawkins sighted any land after leaving 
Isla Grande until he reached the Falklands. The voyage was without 
incident for the first part, in the course of which he was able to determine 
his compass variation. When in about lat. 35? S. and long. 51? W., 
he was driven south by a storm for two days. Estimating his speed under 
bare poles at 7 or 8 knots, this would have brought him to say 41? S. 
and 53? W., whence he shaped his course for the Straits (about S. 40? W. 
true) till he reached lat. 49? 30' S. in about long. 62? W. He was then 
driven to the westward. It is clear that he did not visit Port San Julian, 
although he makes a brief reference to it. He had already passed the 
latitude of that port, and the lateness of the season prohibited delays 
without good reason. He took advantage of the first shift of wind to 
recover his direction, approaching the Falklands (lat. 5I? S., long. 69? W.) 
from the north-east. The only land appearing on any of his charts so 
far south and to the east of the Straits would have been an extension of 
Terra Australis, and he was too far north for this. It is certain, at all 
events, that he could not have been or imagined that he was in the latitude 
af 48?. How so obvious an error got into the text is immaterial. It 
may have been a mistake for 50? 48' if the cross-staff used by him was 
divided into minutes. 

It is possible that, as a strong westerly breeze was blowing, he was 
unable to weather the point of land first seen by him and afterwards 
determined to be the most westerly point. The only possible end of the 
land to the westward which one can approach from the north-east is the 
Steeple Jason. This is the outlying island of a small group now known 
as the Jasons, lying at the extreme north-west point of the Falklands. 
The Steeple Jason seen in one with Grand Jason does make 3, 2 or i 
hill as the point named Point Tremountaine by Hawkins is described 
in his narrative. At all events he tacked and stood out on a north-east 
course to sea until the following morning, when, as the wind remained 
constant, he took the opportunity of examining the north coast of the 
land. He estimates that he discovered nearly 60 leagues of coast. He 
does not state that he sailed that distance; the most he could do was to 
conjecture the length of coast-line. 

On the morning of February 4 the wind veered to the north-east, 
and he was able to retrace his course and take his departure from Point 
Tremountaine for Cape Virgins, which he reached on the ioth, estimating 
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the distance from the land discovered to the nearest point of the mainland 
at 6o leagues. Certainly this is an underestimate; but Frezier's map 
of the area, drawn about 125 years later with a much fuller knowledge, 
scales the distance at under 200 miles. 

If the evidence that the course taken by Hawkins was between the 
Falklands and the mainland is otherwise insufficient, reference may be 
made to the short account, hitherto neglected, of the voyage as recorded 
by a captain who accompanied him. The following is the report made 
by Captain Ellis, as published by Purchas: 

" A briefe Note written by Master John Ellis, one of the Captaines with 
Sir Richard Hawkins, in his Voyage through the Strait of Megelan, begunne 
the ninth of Aprill 1593 .... 

" The second of Februarie, 1593, (1594 N.S.) wee fell with the land of Terra 
Australis, in 50. degrees fiftie five leagues off the Straite of Magelan, which 
land lay East and by North, or East North-east from the Straite, which is a 
part of Terra Australis: from which Land wee entred the Straite upon the 
West South-west course." 

It is hardly necessary to mention that Terra Australis was the great 
southern continent of which Tierra del Fuego was believed to be part, 
prior to Drake's discoveries, and which according to maps extended east 
and north of the most southerly point of the Americas. It appears that 
Hawkins, or at least his companions, thought that the land discovered 
was part of this continent. 

In conclusion, the errors of Hawkins' narrative are analysed separately 
in order to ascertain whether they provide justification for rejecting his 
claims: 

(i) " Wee were next of anything in 48 degrees," i.e. when land was 
first sighted. The writer is quite prepared to concur with M. Groussac 
when he says that " k cette epoque et de la part de marins experimentds 
une erreur de latitude depassant 3 degrds n'est pas admissible." Hawkins' 
narrative was sent home while he was in prison. It was published many 
years later and some six months after his death: a mistake in a figure 
may easily have passed. To assume that 48 degrees was intended 
involves a contradiction of course and distance to and from the land 
discovered. He had already reached the latitude of 49? 30': he was 

directing his course for the Straits of Magellan, and at that point he 
met with westerly winds. There was no shadow of suggestion that he 
was blown or carried back on his course. 

(2) "< The Land is a goodly Champion Countrey, and peopled; wee 
saw many fires, but could not come to speake with the people." Let M. 

Frezier, who published the first unquestioned map of the Falkland 
Islands in his book 'Relation du Voyage de la Mer du Sud,' published 
in Paris in I732, bear witness here: " These Islands," he says, " are 

certainly the same which were discovered by Sir Richard Hawkins in 

I593. Being to the east of Cote Deserte he was cast by a storm on an 
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unknown land; he coasted along this island for about 60 leagues, and 
saw fires which made him believe they were inhabited." At the present 
day there are inhabitants of the outlying islands of the Falklands who 
have seen fires on uninhabited tussac islands which have been undoubtedly 
caused by lightning. It is true that lightning is not common, but it is 
not unusual in the month of February, when the grass is at its dryest 
towards the end of the Antarctic summer. The appearance of many 
fires would, if the above proposition is accepted, naturally result from 
any considerable extent of fire showing through the high and dense 
tussac bogs. 

(3) " It has great Rivers of fresh waters: for the outshoot of them 
colours the sea in many places." The deduction again here is of fresh 
waters from discoloration. The appearance of the land certainly can 
support the supposition of rivers. Falkland Sound is as described by 
Hawkins, a " goodly opening as of a great river." Occasional discolora- 
tion which is probably caused by strong tidal streams has been observed 
by present-day mariners in these waters. 

(4) " It is . . . much of the disposition of England and as temperate." 
This was the opinion of Hawkins based on experience of three days. 
The writer has found frequent occasion during a residence of several years 
in the Colony to justify this description. 

(5) " . . to the Eastwards, faire by the shoare, lyeth a low flat Iland 
of some two leagues long; wee named it Faire Iland." This has not 
been easy to identify, but it is quite possible that the reference is to the 
eastern end of Pebble Island, which, joined by a very narrow neck of land 
to the hilly portion, shows both low and separate from it. 

While there is no reasonable doubt that the honour of first sighting 
of the Falkland Islands lies with John Davis, who was blown in among 
unknown islands in this vicinity on I4 August 1592, but gave no 
description of them, it may be said to be as certain that Sir Richard 
Hawkins was the first to give any account of the group, as it is unques- 
tioned that Captain Strong in the Welfare ninety-six years later was the 
first to make a landing. 

THE QUESTION OF PRONUNCIATION TABLES 
FOR BRITISH SHEETS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
MAP 

J. H. Reynolds, Secretary P.C.G.N. 
Read at the Southampton Meeting of the British Association, Section E, 

Geography. 
MONG the Resolutions of the Second (or Paris) International 

Conference on the Map of the World on the scale of one-millionth 
was the following (No. 9 d): 

" Each sheet shall have an explanatory table showing the Latin 
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