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HAWKINS' MAIDEN LAND AND FALKLAND ISLANDS 555 

instructive hour or two at the official Instituto Geografico under the 

courteous guidance of the Director. Here, as elsewhere in large carto? 

graphic establishments, the use of copper is being entirely given up, 
and a system very similar to our helio-zincographic process is taking its 

place. Good progress is being made with the Spanish sheets of the 

International Map. 
The official celebrations came to an end the same day with a banquet 

at the Palace Hotel. 

The writer would like to take this opportunity of expressing his 

thanks to the President and Junta Directiva of the Real Sociedad 

Geogrdfica for their hospitality and courtesy to the foreign delegates; 
in particular he feels much indebted to Excmo. Sr. D. General S. Gomez 

Nunez and to Ilmo. Sr. D. Julian Diaz Valdepares, for their daily atten? 

tion and constant kindness during a very instructive and interesting week. 

C. F, Close. 

HAWKINS' MAIDEN LAND AND THE FALKLAND 

ISLANDS 

A Reply to Mr. Henniker-Heaton by Vice-Admiral 

B. M. Chambers, CB. 

IT 
is curious that after an interval of a full quarter of a century my 

little article which appeared in the Geographical Journal for 

April 1901 should be arousing interest. In six months I have met with 

no less than three references to it?the last being Mr. Henniker-Heaton's 

article in the Journal for January 1926. After reading his remarks I 

am quite unrepentant, and though I still find many irreconcilable points 
in Hawkins' account, I hold in the main to my original finding : (1) That 

Hawkins' Maiden Land was not the Falkland Islands ; (2) that the land 

he saw was the outlying bit of coast on the main, beginning at Cape Tres 

Puntas and ending 60 leagues further south. Mr. Heaton gives me 

the credit for being the first to enunciate this theory, but he might have 

seen by reference to Hawkins' voyages in the Hakluyt Edition that 

Sir Clements Markham had very grave doubts on this very point in the 

year 1878, and he remarks in a footnote that the land on the coast in 

480 projects to the eastward, and might well be that which was seen 

by Hawkins. 
In my article I had to assume that Hawkins made an error as to the 

general lie of the coast, taking it as E. and by N. instead of N. and by E., 
and that he had fitted in the other points such as larboard for starboard 
to match. It is easy to make such a mistake writing many years after 

the event, and if this change be accepted the whole of the facts fit in 

with remarkable exactitude. Mr. Henniker-Heaton has to assume a 

This content downloaded from 213.105.34.162 on Sat, 11 Jul 2015 13:40:37 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


556 HAWKINS' MAIDEN LAND AND FALKLAND ISLANDS 

good many more errors and discrepancies, before he is able to get his 
facts to fit in with the assumption that Hawkins did really see the Falkland 

Islands. 

By a curious coincidence it was but a few weeks ago that Fitzroy's 
account of his surveys in the Beagle came into my hands. My interest 

in the whole matter had been awakened by a reference to my theories 

in Boyson's 
* Falkland Islands.' I therefore turned up my article and 

re-read it by the light of Admiral Fitzroy's description of that part of the 

coast. I have unfortunately returned the book to its owner, and am not 

able to quote from it, but the description of Cape Tres Puntas is very 

illuminating. 
To return to Mr. Henniker-Heaton's theory : I hope he will forgive 

me for saying that he does not deal with the problem from the point of 

view of a seaman and navigator. On p. 55 he evidently imagines that 

the storm experienced drove Hawkins to the south, and he estimates 

that driving under bare poles he made 7 to 8 knots. This is rather a 

high estimate, but it is immaterial, since the storm did not drive him to 

the south, but to the north. In the c Hawkins' Voyages 
' it is thus 

described : " In the height of the river of Plate, we being some 50 leagues 
off the coast, a storm took us southerly which endured 48 hours." He 

goes on to tell how the Fancie, his consort, at the going down of the sun 
44 bare up 

" before the wind. Hawkins bore up after her and made 

light signals, 
" but she never answered them for they kept their course 

directly for England." This shows that the gale was from the south, 
and not a gale driving them to the south. 

On p. 186 Hawkins says, 
" Within 16 hours the storm ceased [this 

probably means after they abandoned the chase of their consort] and the 

wind became fayre, which brought us to the Straites and dured many 

days with us at N.E. . . . We made account that they had been swallowed 

up by the sea. The storm ceasing and being out of all hope, we set sail 

and went our course." 

If any one will plot the position of the ship and then shape course 

with a fair wind for the Straits it will be seen how extremely unlikely 
it would be that they would ever go near the Falkland Islands, and how 

very probable that they would make Cape Tres Puntas. 

The gale they experienced was almost certainly a Pampero, and from 

my own logs I find that two experienced in 1883 blew from S. by W. in 

much the same locality. In both cases the southerly gale was followed 

by a N.W. wind, whilst Hawkins speaks of the wind as N.E., though it 

seems afterwards to have gone to the W. or perhaps N.W. 

Any one who reads Hawkins' voyages critically will see that they are 

put together from other documents and are pieced together more or less 

at random. I am inclined to believe that the paragraph of nine lines, 

p. 188, beginning 
" the wind continued good," should come in after the 

description of Hawkins' Maiden Land. The dragging in of Port St. 
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HAWKINS' MAIDEN LAND AND FALKLAND ISLANDS 557 

Julian is curious. He did not visit the port, but it was in his mind, and 

it was close to this port that he must have abandoned his coasting. 

According to my theory Hawkins, making direct for the Straits, 

sighted Cape Tres Puntas in 470 5' S. {i.e. next of anything 480). The 

wind, which had been N.E., came to N.W., and he came to the wind on 

the starboard tack and stood along the coast to the S.W., exploring 
60 leagues of coast. 

At the end of the 180 miles the wind was still fair for the Straits. He 

would have had land in sight all this time, and would then lose it. He 

would have just another 60 leagues to go to make Cape Virgins?St. 

Julian was the place where he began to doubt. 

There are four cardinal difficulties in the way of accepting the Falkland 

Islands as being Hawkins' Maiden Land. I will place these in series, 
as does Mr. Henniker-Heaton on p. 57 of his paper. 

(1) Hawkins says that he explored 60 leagues of coast on a line 

E. and by N. and W. by S. There is no such coast in the Falkland 

Islands, nor anywhere else in those parts. 
(2) Hawkins saw inhabitants and many fires. Though one fire is 

possible in the Falklands, many fires is out of the question. There were 

no inhabitants. 

(3) After sailing along the coast for a night and a day to the N.E. 

(? S.W.)?i.e. away from his object, which is most unlikely?he would, 
when he turned back, have had to run some 440 miles before he could 

reach the Straits. He made the distance only 180 miles. Mr. Henniker- 
Heaton remarks that Frezier only made it 200 miles, and that other early 
navigators estimated it at even less. It is not, however, the estimated 
distance but the actual distance which counts, and this was 260 miles. 

(4) I have, however, reserved the most important point for the last. 
I have always regretted that I did not emphasize it in my original article. 

If Hawkins stood to the N.E. along this discovered coast for a day 
and a night for near threescore leagues, how is it that we hear nothing 
of his seeing the coast upon the return journey ? 

I absolutely fail to see how he could have avoided passing along this 
coast on his return and making a fresh set of observations on distances, 
etc. We should have heard of his taking his departure from the three- 

peaked point and steering thence for the Straits. 

Putting aside all other things and assuming that Hawkins did what 
he ought to do, everything fits in?except that he was naturally puzzled 
to make the bearings fit in, and cooked them by turning them about. 

I hope that I may be forgiven for so long a discussion, but I have seen 
a letter by Mr. Henniker-Heaton in which he hopes to elicit a reply from 

myself. I have therefore written the above. 
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