
Self Determination Points to Ponder

1. The UN Charter Article 1:2 states that it is the purpose of the UN - “To develop friendly relations among 
nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other 
appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace.”

2. Art.73 of Chapter XI places obligations on Administering Powers regarding - “ .. territories whose peoples 
have not yet attained a full measure of self-government..”  (NSGT) to; “ .. develop self-government, to take due 
account of the political aspirations of the peoples, and to assist them in the progressive development of their 
free political institutions, according to the particular circumstances of each territory and its peoples...”

3. There are no NSGTs without a people in need of the attainment of a full measure of self-government. A 
territory without a people cannot be a NSGT. Resolution 567 (VI) (1952) states; “ The territories which are 
covered by Chapter XI of the Charter are those territories whose people have not yet attained a full measure of 
self-government.”  1

4. Self-determination of the people of NSGTs has been recognised as a right since 1952's Resolution 637 (VII).

5. In 1960, Resolution 1514 (XV) confirmed the right to self determination of “all peoples” and required, in the 
case of NSGTs, that Administering Powers; “ .. transfer all powers to the peoples of those territories, without 
any conditions or reservations, in accordance with their freely expressed will and desire, … in order to enable 
them to enjoy complete independence and freedom.”

6. Resolution 2200A (1966) required Administering Powers to; “ .. promote the realization of the right of self-
determination, and .. respect that right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter,” within NSGTs.

7. Resolution 2554 (XXIV) (1969) reaffirmed; “..  the inalienable right of the peoples of the colonial Territories 
to self-determination and independence ..”

8. Resolution 2625 (XXV) (1970) reaffirmed the right of all peoples to self determination and confirmed that a 
NSGT has; “.. a status separate and distinct from the territory of the State administering it; and such separate 
and distinct status under the Charter shall exist until the people of the colony or Non-Self-Governing Territory 
have exercised their right of self-determination in accordance with the Charter..”

9. In the Namibia case (1970), the International Court of Justice recognised that the principle of self-
determination was applicable to ALL Non-Self Governing Territories. 2

10. At its Fourth Committee meeting in 2008, the UN rejected a draft-resolution which limited the right of 
NSGTs to self determination where there was a “sovereignty dispute.”

11. Every year the UN's General Assembly reaffirms; “ .. that the universal realization of the right of all peoples, 
including those under colonial, foreign and alien domination, to self-determination is a fundamental condition 
for the effective guarantee and observance of human rights and for the preservation and promotion of such 
rights..”

12. Every year, the UN's General Assembly confirms that there is “no alternative” to self-determination in 
decolonization cases.

1  Resolution 567 (VI) Annex para.1. NB the terms 'people', 'population' and 'inhabitants' are used interchangeably. 
2  Confirmed in the cases of Western Sahara (1974), Palestine (2004) and Kosovo (2010)


