
Falkland Islands at the United Nations

Points to Ponder

1. In 1947, the British Government included the Falkland Islands on a list of Non-Self Governing Territories 
demanded by the United Nations under Chapter XI of the Charter. The UN accepted the Falklands as a NSGT.

2. Resolution 637 (VII) (1952) demanded that the Members of the UN recognise the right of the peoples of the 
NSGTs to self-determination.

3. Resolution 1514 (XV) (1960) declared that, “All peoples have the right to self-determination;” and demanded 
immediate steps be taken to transfer all powers to those peoples. 1514 noted NO exceptions and makes no 
reference to “implanted” peoples. A term unrecognised by the UN.

4. Resolution 1541 (XV) (1960) identified the term, “a full measure of self-government” which NSGTs may 
achieve by, “(a) Emergence as a sovereign independent State; (b) Free association with an independent State; 
or (c) Integration with an independent State."

5. Resolution 2065 (XX) (1965) invited the UK and Argentina to negotiate the implementation of Res. 1514. 
Negotiations commenced in 1967 and continued until 1982 when Argentina stopped negotiating and invaded the 
Falklands - rendering Res. 2065 ineffective. The Falklands have never been described as a “special colonial 
situation” by the UN at any time.

6. Resolution 2200 (XXI) (1966) confirmed the right of all peoples to self-determination and recognised the right 
of such peoples to, “ freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources.” Subsequent resolutions confirmed 
that the exploitation of a NSGTs resources could only be for the benefit of the people of a NSGT with the most 
recent being Resolution 68/88 (2013).

7. Resolution 2625 (XXV) (1970) added a fourth option to Res. 1541 - “the emergence into any other political 
status freely determined by a people constitute modes of implementing the right of self-determination by that 
people... “

8. Following Argentina's invasion of the Falklands on April 2nd, 1982, the Security Council in its Resolution 502 
demanded that Argentina withdraw. Argentina refused to comply with this mandatory resolution.

9. Resolution 39/6 (1984) made the last reference to Res. 2065 by the General Assembly. This marks the demise 
of Res.2065 for the purposes of the General Assembly.

10. Between the surrender of Argentine forces in June, 1982, and 1988, the UN General Assembly made annual 
calls for Argentina and the UK to negotiate an end to their differences. This was achieved in 1989. Resolution 
43/25 (1988) therefore marks the last time that the General Assembly issued a resolution on the Falklands.

11. At the meeting of the Fourth Committee in 2008, the Decolonization Committee attempted to place a 
condition on the inalienable right of the peoples of NSGTs to self-determination by adding, “and where there is 
no dispute over sovereignty.” A British amendment proposing that this be removed was passed by the Fourth 
Committee which reaffirmed, “that, in the process of decolonization, there was no alternative to the principle of 
self-determination, ...." This has been confirmed annually in the omnibus Resolution which deals with all 
decolonization matters not subject to specific UN GA resolutions. The most recent was Resolution 68/95 (2013).

12. In an interview with the Argentine press in November, 2012, the UN Secretary-General confirmed that the 
UK was not in breach of any “relevant” UN resolutions with regard to the Falkland Islands.


