
Byron's Journey & his Falklands' Claim

1764 - April 18th, HMS Dolphin is prepared for a journey to the East Indies; “The different artificers 

belonging to the Dolphin, having received orders, on the 18th of April, 1764, to prepare for our intended voyage 
to the East Indies, the bottom was sheathed in copper, as were likewise the braces and pintles for the use of the 
rudder...”1

June 9th, HMS Dolphin, refurbished, sails to Long Reach where she receives her guns and meets up with the 

Tamar before moving on to the Downs.

June 17th, Commodore John Byron, who had been a midshipman in Anson's fleet, joins HMS Dolphin as 
commander and receives his final Orders from King George III; "Whereas nothing can redound more to the 
honour of this Nation, as a maritime power, to the dignity of the Crown of Great Britain, and to the 
advancement of trade and navigation thereof, than to make discoveries of countries hitherto unknown; and 
whereas there is reason to believe that lands and islands of great extent, hitherto unvisited by any European 
power, may be found in the Atlantic ocean, between the Cape of Good Hope and the Magellanic streight, within  
the latitudes convenient for navigation, and in climates adapted to the produce of commodities useful in 
commerce; and whereas his Majesty's islands called Pepy's island, and Falklands islands, lying within said 
tract; have never yet been sufficiently surveyed as that an accurate judgment may be formed of their coasts 
and product: his Majesty; conceiving no conjuncture so proper for an enterprise of this nature; as a time of 
profound peace, which his kingdoms at present happily enjoy, has thought fit that it should now be 
undertaken." 2

“The claim to the possession of the islands thus set forth, could only have rested on their supposed first 
discovery by Davis or Hawkins, and the visit made to them in 1690 by Strong ..” 3

The Orders signed by the King are not conveyed to the officers or crew of the two ships. 4

July 3rd, Byron in the Dolphin, accompanied by the frigate Tamar (Capt. Patrick Mouat), sails from Plymouth. 

He is to be followed by the storeship Florida.

October 20th, having departed from Rio de Janeiro, the officers of Dolphin and Tamar receive new orders  
from Commander Byron; “ .. we were now relieved from our suspense; for a signal being made for the 
Commander of the Tamar frigate to come on board, he and our own company were informed, that the 
Commodore's orders were to go on discoveries into the South Sea: a circumstance which, from the manner in 
which it was received furnishes the greatest reason to believe, that no one on board had before the least notion 
of the voyage in which they were now engaged. But to prevent the appearance of discontent, they were 
instantly acquainted with the intention of the government to allow them double pay, for their encouragement 
in the prosecution of the voyage...” 5

December 4th, having taken on water, Byron sets out from Port Desire hoping to find Pepy's Island;“ .. laid 

down in our charts in the latitude of 48 degrees south, and in the longitude of 64 degrees from the Meridian of 

London, bearing east by Cape Blanco... after many unsuccessful attempts to discover this island, .. we had the 

mortification to find, that all our endeavours were ineffectual..”
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1765 – January 12th, Byron sights the Falkland Islands; “.. about four o'clock I recovered sight of the land 

ahead which had the appearance of three islands: I imagined they might be the islands of Sebald de Wert..”

January 13th, Byron writes; “.. we espied land, which appeared to be a considerable number of islands near 
each other, some of them seeming very low, and almost even with the surface of the water. The second day 
after, at three in the morning, we stood in towards the land, and hoisted out our boats to sound. These were 
gone till noon, when they returned, with the agreeable news of their having found a fine convenient bay, 
entirely secure from the fury of the winds, with its entrance lying to northward... In passing on the starboard 
side many fine small bays and harbours open to the view, and to the third of these, we gave the name of Port 
Egmont,..” 6

January 22nd, Byron formally claims the Falkland Islands for King George III; “.. tho' they had been before 

taken Possession of by Sir Richard Hawkins in the Year 1593.” 7

“The Union Jack was erected on a high staff and being spread I named the whole of His Majesty's Isles which I 
claimed for the Crown of Great Britain, His heirs and successors.” 8

“ .. there is, I think, little reason to doubt that they are the same land to which Cowley gave the name of Pepy's 
Island.” 9

January 27th, Commodore Byron sails away having founded a watering-place and vegetable garden. He sails 

east around the archipelago naming various features as he sees them. Still unaware of the French settlement, 

Byron names the mouth of the estuary leading to Port Louis, Berkeley Sound as he sails past. A hunting party 

from the French settlement report seeing two ships which they believe to be British. 

February 5th, Byron meets up with his storeship Florida near Port Desire and learns the news of Bougainville's 
settlement; “ At four in the afternoon, the master of the storeship came on board the Dolphin, bringing a packet  
from the lords of the Admiralty.” 10

February 18th, near the Strait of Magellan, Byron sees a French ship; “After my return to England, I learnt 
that this vessel was the Eagle, commanded by M. Bougainville, and that her business in the Streught was, as I 
conjectured, to cut wood for the French settlement in Falkland's Islands.” 11

February 24th, Byron writes to Lord Egmont; “Mr. Stephens informs me the French have been lately at the 
Isles Malouins so Falkland Islands are call'd in some Charts; if your Lordship will please to look over Frézier's 
Voyage You will see that the French themselves acknowledge Our Countryman Sir Richard Hawkins to be the 
first Discoverer of the Falkland Islands.” 12

February 26th, Byron sends the storeship Florida back to England from Port Famine; “ .. the Commodore sent 

home the draughts of all the places he had caused to be taken, .. ” 

In June, the Florida arrives back in England with news of Byron's claim at Port Egmont.
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