
VISCOUNT PALMERSTON to M. DE MORENO.

Foreign Office, January 8, 1834.

The undersigned, &c. has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note of M. 
Moreno, &c. dated the 17th of June last, in which he formally protests, in the name of his 
government, "against the sovereignty lately assumed in the Malvina (or Falkland) 
Islands, by the crown of Great Britain."

Before the undersigned proceeds to reply to the allegations advanced in M. Moreno's 
note, upon which his protest against this act on the part of his Majesty is founded, the 
undersigned deems it proper to draw M. Moreno's attention to the contents of the protest 
which Mr.Parish, the British Chargé d'Affaires, at Buenos Ayres, addressed, in the name 
of his court, to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic, on the 19th of November 
1829, in consequence of the British Government having been informed that the president 
of the United Provinces of the Rio de la Plata had issued decrees, and had made grants of 
land, in the nature of acts of sovereignty over the islands in question.

That protest made known to the government of the United Provinces of the Rio de la 
Plata:—

1st. That the authority which that government had thus assumed, was considered by the British 
Government as incompatible with the sovereign rights of Great Britain over the Falkland Islands.

2dly. That those sovereign rights, which were founded upon the original discovery and subsequent 
occupation of those islands, had acquired an additional sanction from the fact, that his Catholic Majesty 
had restored the British settlement, which had been forcibly taken possession of by a Spanish force, in 
the year 1771.

3dly. That the withdrawal of his Majesty's forces from the Falkland Islands, in 1774, could not 
invalidate the just rights of Great Britain, because that withdrawal took place only in pursuance of the 
system of retrenchment adopted at that time by his Majesty's Government.

4thly. That the marks and signals of possession and of property, left upon the islands, the British flag 
still flying, and all the other formalities observed upon the occasion of the departure of the governor, 
were calculated not only to assert the rights of ownership, but to indicate the intention of resuming the 
occupation of the territory at some future period.
Upon these grounds Mr. Parish protested against the pretensions set up on the part of the 
Argentine Republic, and against all acts done to the prejudice of the just rights of 
sovereignty heretofore exercised by the crown of Great Britain.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic acknowledged the receipt of the British 
protest; and acquainted Mr. Parish that his government would give it their particular 
consideration, and that he would communicate to him their decision upon the subject, so 
soon as he should receive directions to that effect.

No answer was, however, at any time returned, nor was any objection raised, on the part 
of the government of the United Provinces of the Rio de la Plata, to the rights of Great 
Britain, as asserted in that protest; but the Buenos Ayrean government persisted, 
notwithstanding the receipt of that protest, in exercising those acts of sovereignty 
against which the protest was specially directed.



The government of the United Provinces of the Rio de la Plata could not have expected, 
after the explicit declaration which had been so formally made of the right of the crown 
of Great Britain to the islands in question, that his Majesty would silently submit to such 
a course of proceeding; nor could that government have been surprised at the step which 
his Majesty thought proper to take, in order to the resumption of rights which had never 
been abandoned, and which had only been permitted to lie dormant, under 
circumstances which had been explained to the Buenos-Ayrean government.

The claim of Great Britain to the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands having been 
unequivocally asserted and maintained, during those discussions with Spain, in 1770 and 
1771, which nearly led to a war between the two countries, and Spain having deemed it 
proper to put an end to those discussions, by restoring to his Majesty the places from 
which British subjects had been expelled, the government of the United Provinces could 
not reasonably have anticipated that the British Government would permit any other 
state to exercise a right, as derived from Spain, which Great Britain had denied to Spain 
herself; and this consideration alone would fully justify his Majesty's Government in 
declining to enter into any further explanation upon a question which, upwards of half a 
century ago, was so notoriously and decisively adjusted with another government more 
immediately concerned.

But M. Moreno, in the note which he has addressed to the undersigned, has endeavoured 
to shew that, at the termination of the memorable discussions referred to between Great 
Britain and Spain, a secret understanding existed between the two courts, in virtue of 
which Great Britain was pledged to restore the islands to Spain at a subsequent period, 
and that the evacuation of them, in 1774, by his Majesty, was the fulfilment of that 
pledge.

The existence of such a secret understanding is alleged to be proved; first, by the 
reservation, as to the former right of sovereignty over the islands, which was contained 
in the Spanish declaration, delivered at the time of the restoration of Port Egmont and its 
dependencies to his Majesty; and, secondly, by the concurrent description of the 
transaction, as it took place beween the parties, given in certain documents and 
historical works.

Although the reservation referred to cannot be deemed to possess any substantial 
weight, inasmuch as no notice whatever is taken of it in the British counter-declaration, 
which was exchanged against it; and although the evidence adduced from unauthentic 
historical publications cannot be regarded as entitled to any weight whatever with a view 
to a just decision upon a point of international rights; yet as the allegations above-
mentioned involve an imputation against the good faith of Great Britain, to which his 
Majesty's Government cannot but feel sensibly alive, the undersigned has been honoured 
with the King's commands to cause the official correspondence with the court of Madrid, 
at the period alluded to, to be carefully inspected, in order that the circumstances which 
really took place upon the occasion might be accurately ascertained.

That inspection has accordingly been made, and the undersigned has the honour to 
communicate to M. Moreno the following extracts, which contain all the material 
information that can be gathered from that correspondence relative to the transaction in 
question:—

 



The EARL of ROCHFORD to JAMES HARRIS, Esq.

"St. James's, 25th January 1771.

"I enclose to you a copy of the declaration signed on Tuesday last by Prince Masserano, with that of my 
acceptance of it in his Majesty's name."

SPANISH DECLARATION.

"Sa Majesté Britannique s'étant plainte de la violence qui avoit été commise le 10 Juin de l'année 1770, 
à l'lle communément appelée la Grande Maloüine, et par les Anglais dite Falkland, en obligeant par la 
force le Commandant, et les sujets de sa Majesté Britannique, à évacuer le port par eux appelé Egmont, 
démarche offensante à l'honneur de sa Couronne, le Prince de Masseran, Ambassadeur Extraordinaire 
de sa Majesté Catholique, a reçu ordre de déclarer, et déclare, que sa Majesté Catholique, considérant 
l'amour dont elle est animée pour la paix, et pour le maintien de la bonne harmonie avec sa Majesté 
Britannique, et réfléchissant que cet évènement pourroit l'interrompre, a vu avec déplaisir cette 
expédition capable de la troubler; et dans la persuasion où elle est de la réciprocité de ses sentimens, et 
de son éloignement pour autoriser tout ce qui pourroit troubler la bonne intelligence entre les deux 
Cours, sa Majesté Catholique désavoue la susdite entreprise violente, et, en conséquence, le Prince de 
Masseran déclare, que sa Majesté Catholique s'engage à donner des ordres immédiats pour qu'on 
remette les choses dans la Grande Maloüine, au port dit Egmont, précisément dans l'état où elles étoient 
avant le 10 Juin 1770, auquel effet sa Majesté Catholique donnera ordre à un de ses officiers, de 
remettre à l'officier autorisé par sa Majesté Britannique, le fort et le port Egmont, avec toute l'artillerie, 
les munitions, et effets de sa Majesté Britannique et de ses sujets, qui s'y sont trouvés le jour ci-dessus 
nommé, conformément à l'inventaire qui en a été dressé.

"Le Prince de Masseran déclare en même tems, au nom du Roi son Maitre, que l'engagement de sa dite 
Majesté Catholique, de restituer à sa Majesté Britannique la possession du port et fort dit Egmont, ne 
peut ni ne doit nullement affecter la question du droit antérieur de souveraineté des Iles Maloüines, 
autrement dites Falkland.

"En foi de quoi, moi, le susdit Ambassadeur Extraordinaire, ai signé la présente Déclaration de ma 
signature ordinaire, et à icelle fait apposer le cachet de nos armes. A Londres, le 22 Janvier 1771.

(L.S.) (Signé) "LE PRINCE DE MASSERAN."

 

BRITISH COUNTER DECLARATION.

"Sa Majesté Catholique ayant autorisé son Excellence le Prince de Masserano, son Ambassadeur 
Extraordinaire, à offrir, en son nom royal, au Roi de la Grande Bretagne, une satisfaction pour l'injure 
faite à sa Majesté Britannique, en la dépossédant du port et fort du port Egmont; et le dit ambassadeur 
ayant aujourd'hui signé une Déclaration, qu'il vient de me remettre, y exprimant, que sa Majesté 
Catholique, ayant le désir de rétablir la bonne harmonie et amitié que subsistoient ci-devant entre les 
deux couronnes, désavoue l'expédition contre le port Egmont, dans laquelle la force a été employée, 
contre les possessions, commandant, et sujets de sa Majesté Britannique, et s'engage aussi que toutes 
choses seront immédiatement remises dans la situation précise dans laquelle elles étoient avant le 10 
Juin 1770; et que sa Majesté Catholique donnera des ordres en conséquence à un de ses officiers de 
remettre à l'officier, autorisé par sa Majesté Britannique, le port et fort du Port Egmont, comme aussi 
toute l'artillerie, les munitions, et effets de sa Majesté Britannique, et de ses sujets, selon l'inventaire qui 
en a été dressé; et le dit ambassadeur s'étant de plus engagé, au nom de sa Majesté Catholique, que le 
contenu de la dite déclaration sera effectué par sa Majesté Catholique, et que des duplicatas des ordres 
de sa dite Majesté Catholique à ses officiers seront remis entre les mains d'un des Principaux 



Secrétaires d'Etat de sa Majesté Britannique, dans l'espace de six semaines; sa dite Majesté 
Britannique, afin de faire voir les mêmes dispositions amicales de sa part, m'a autorisé à déclarer, 
qu'elle regardera la dite déclaration du Prince de Masserano, avec l'accomplissement entier du dit 
engagement de la part de sa Majesté Catholique, comme une satisfaction de l'injure faite à la Couronne 
de la Grande Bretagne. En foi de quoi, moi, soussigné, un des Principaux Secretaires d'Etat de sa 
Majesté Britannique, ai signé la présente de ma signature ordinaire, et à icelle fait apposer le cachet de 
nos armes. A Londres, ce 22 Janvier 1771.

(L.S.) (Signé) "ROCHFORD."

JAMES HARRIS, Esq. to the EARL OF ROCHFORD.

"Madrid, 14th February 1771.

"They keep the declaration here as secret as possible. I do not find any to whom they have shown it, 
except those to whom they are obliged to communicate it. They also report that we have given a verbal 
assurance to evacuate Falkland's Island in the space of two months."

The EARL OF ROCHFORD to JAMES HARRIS, Esq.

"St. James's, 8th March 1771.

"His Majesty has been pleased to order the Juno frigate of thirty-two guns, the Hound sloop, and 
Florida store-ship, to be prepared to go to Port Egmont, in order to receive the possession from the 
Spanish commander there; and as I have spoken so fully to Prince Masserano on the manner of its 
being executed, it is needless for me to say any more to you upon it.

"I think it right to acquaint you, that the Spanish ambassador pressed me to have some hopes given him 
of our agreeing to a mutual abandoning of Falkland's Islands, to which I replied, that it was impossible 
for me to enter on that subject with him, as the restitution mut precede every discourse relating to those 
islands."You will endeavour, on all occasions, to inculcate the absurdity of Spain having any 
apprehensions, from the state in which Port Egmont was before its capture, or the force now sent out, 
of his Majesty's intending to make use of it for the annoyance of their settlements in the South Sea, 
than which nothing can be farther from the King's inclination, who sincerely desires to preserve peace 
between the two nations."

The EARL of ROCHFORD to the LORDS of the ADMIRALTY.

"St. James's, 15th March 1771.

"Your lordships having acquainted me that, in consequence of his Majesty's pleasure, signified in my 
letter of 22d last, you had ordered the Juno frigate, the Hound sloop, and Florida store-ship, to be 
prepared to proceed to Falkland's Islands, I am commanded to signify to your lordships his Majesty's 
pleasure, that you order the commander of the said frigate, as soon as those ships are ready for sea, to 
repair directly with them to Port Egmont, and presenting to Don Felipe Ruiz Puente, or any other 
Spanish officer he finds there, the duplicates of his Catholic Majesty's orders sent herewith, to receive, 
in proper form, the restitution of possession, and of the artillery, stores, and effects, agreeably to the 
said orders, and to the inventories signed by the Captains Farmer and Maltby (copies of which are 
annexed), and that you direct him to take an exact account of any deficiency which there may be of the 
things mentioned in the said inventories, in order that the same may be made good by his Catholic 
Majesty; giving a copy of the said account, signed by himself, to the Spanish officer, and desiring an 
acknowledgment under his hand of the same being a true account.

"After the said restitution shall have been completed, it is the King's pleasure that Captain Stott should 
return immediately to England with the Juno frigate and the Florida store-ship, unless he find it 



necessary to leave the latter behind; and that the Hound sloop should remain stationed in the harbour 
till his Majesty's further orders.

"Your lordships will direct Captain Stott to behave with the greatest prudence and civility towards the 
Spanish commander and the subjects of his Catholic Majesty, carefully avoiding any thing that might 
give occasion to disputes or animosity, and strictly restraining the crews of the ships under his 
command in this respect; but if, at or after the restitution to be made, the Spanish commander should 
make any protest against his Majesty's right to Port Egmont, or Falkland's Islands, it is his Majesty's 
pleasure that the commander of his ships should answer the same by a counter-protest, in proper terms, 
of his Majesty's right to the whole of the said islands, and against the right of his Catholic Majesty to 
any part of the same.

"In case, from any accident or otherwise, Captain Stott should not, on his arrival at Port Egmont, find 
any officer there on the part of the King of Spain, your lordships will direct him (supposing he should 
find it necessary to put any of his men on shore) to avoid setting up any marks of possession, or letting 
his Majesty's colours fly on shore, as it is for the King's honour that the possession should be formally 
restored by an officer of his Catholic Majesty; and for that reason it will be proper that the King's 
commanding officer should keep a good look-out, and, upon perceiving the approach of any vessel of 
his Catholic Majesty, should re-embark any of his men who may at that time be on shore, that the 
possession may be indisputably vacant.

"If it should happen that after the King's ships shall have remained as late as all October, no Spanish 
officer should yet appear, your lordships will direct Captain Stott, in such case, either to proceed 
himself, or send an officer to Soledad, to deliver his Catholic Majesty's orders to the Spanish comander 
there, taking care not to salute the fort as a Spanish garrison, and making a protest, in civil terms, 
against that settlement of his Catholic Majesty's subjects in an island belonging to his Majesty.

"If, within a reasonable time after the delivery of the said order to the Spanish commander, at Soledad, 
there still shall not arrive at Port Egmont any officer of his Catholic Majesty to make the restitution, it 
is the King's pleasure that the commanding officer of his ships should then draw up a protest of the 
inexecution of his Catholic Majesty's late declaration, and should take formal possession, in his 
Majesty's name; hoisting his Majesty's colours on shore; and that, leaving there the Hound sloop, and 
Florida store-ship (if the latter is necessary), and sending a duplicate of his protest to the Spanish 
officer at Soledad, he should proceed to England to lay before your lordships, for his Majesty's 
information, his report of the manner in which he has executed his commission. Your lordships will 
take care that a sufficient quantity of provisions and necessaries of all kinds may be sent out in the said 
three vessels; and will, at a convenient distance of time, despatch another store-ship for a further 
supply.

"P.S. I also enclose to your Lordships the copy of his Catholic Majesty's order to Don Felipe Ruiz 
Puente, with its translation."

ORDER of the KING of SPAIN.

(Translation.)

"It being agreed between the King and his Britannic Majesty, by a Convention signed in London on the 
22d of January last past, by the Prince of Masserano and the Earl of Rochford, that the Great Malouine, 
called by the English Falkland, should be immediately replaced in the precise situation in which it was 
before it was evacuated by them on the 10th June last year; I signify to you, by the King's order, that, as 
soon as the person commissioned by the Court of London, shall present himself to you with this, you 
order the delivery of the Port de la Cruzada or Egmont, and its fort and dependencies, to be effected, as 
also of all the artillery, ammunition and effects, that were found there, belonging to his Britannic 



Majesty and his subjects, according to the inventories signed by George Farmer and William Maltby, 
Esqs., on the 11th July of the said year, at the time of their quitting the same, of which I send you the 
enclosed copies, authenticated under my hand; and that, as soon as the one and the other shall be 
effected with the due formalities, you cause to retire immediately the officer and other subjects of the 
King which may be there. God preserve you many years. Pardo, 7th February 1771.

"The BALIO FRAY, DON JULIAN DE ARRIAGA.

"To Don Felipe Ruiz Puente."

CAPTAIN STOTT to the ADMIRALTY.

"Juno, Plymouth, 9th December 1771.

"I must beg leave to refer their lordships to the letter I had the honour of writing you from Rio de 
Janeiro, the 30th of July last, for the occurrences of my voyage to that time; from whence I sailed, with 
his Majesty's ships under my command, the next day, and arrived at Port Egmont the evening of the 
13th of September following. The next morning, seeing Spanish colours flying, and troops on shore, at 
the settlement formerly held by the English, I sent a lieutenant to know if any officer was there on 
behalf of his Catholic Majesty, empowered to make restitution of possession to me, agreeably to the 
orders of his Court for that purpose, duplicates of which I had to deliver him: I was answered, that the 
commanding officer, Don Francisco de Orduna, a lieutenant of the royal artillery of Spain, was 
furnished with full powers, and ready to effect the restitution. He soon after came on board the Juno to 
me, when I delivered him his Catholic Majesty's orders. We then examined into the situation of the 
settlement and stores, adjusted the form of the estitution and reception of the possession—instruments 
for which were settled, executed, and reciprocally delivered (that which I received from the Spanish 
officer, and a copy of what I gave him, are here enclosed). On Monday, the 16th of September, I 
landed, followed by a party of marines, and was received by the Spanish officer, who formally restored 
me the possession; on which I caused his Majesty's colours to be hoisted and the marines to fire three 
volleys, and the Juno five guns, and was congratulated, as were the officers with me, by the Spanish 
officer, with great cordiality on the occasion. The next day Don Francisco, with all the troops and 
subjects of the King of Spain, departed in a schooner which they had with them. I have only to add, that 
this transaction was effected with the greatest appearance of good faith, without the least claim or 
reserve being made by the Spanish officer in behalf of his Court."

LORD GRANTHAM to the EARL of ROCHFORD.

"Madrid, 2d January 1772.

"I have received the honour of your lordship's despatch, containing the agreeable intelligence of the 
restitution of Port Egmont and its dependencies, with the due formalities. On receiving this notice I 
waited on the Marquis de Grimaldi, to assure him of his Majesty's satisfaction at the good faith and 
punctuality observed in this transaction. M. de Grimaldi seemed aware of the intention of my visit, and 
was almost beforehand with me in communicating notice of this event's being known in England. He 
seemed well pleased at the conclusion of this affair, but entered no further into conversation upon it."

The LORDS of the ADMIRALTY to the EARL of ROCHFORD.

"Admiralty Office, 15th February 1772.

"Having received by the Florida store-ship, lately arrived at Spit-head, a letter from Captain Burr, of his 
Majesty's sloop the Hound, dated at Port Egmont, in Falkland's Islands, the 10th of November last, 
giving an account that, in the preceding month, two Spanish vessels had arrived there with the artillery, 
provisions, and stores, which had been taken from thence by the Spaniards, and that he had received the 
same from a commissary appointed by Don Philip Ruiz Puente, to deliver them up to him; we send 



your lordship herewith a copy of Captain Burr's said letter, together with a copy of the inventory of the 
artillery, provisions, and stores, which he had received as aforesaid, for his Majesty's information."

The EARL of ROCHFORD to LORD GRANTHAM.

"St. James's, 6th March 1772.

"It may be of use to inform your Excellency, that his Majesty has determined to reduce the force 
employed at Falkland's Island to a small sloop with about fifty men, and twenty-five marines on shore, 
which will answer the end of keeping the possession: and, at the same time, ought to make the court of 
Spain very easy as to our having any intention of making it a settlement of annoyance to them."

The EARL of ROCHFORD to LORD GRANTHAM.

"St. James's, February 11th, 1774.

"I think it proper to acquaint your Excellency that Lord North, in a speech some days ago in the House 
of Commons, on the subject of the Naval Establishment for this year, mentioned the intention of 
reducing the naval forces in the East Indies, as a material object of diminishing the number of seamen; 
and at the same time hinted, as a matter of small consequence, that, in order to avoid the expense of 
keeping any seamen or marines at Falkland's Island, they would be brought away, after leaving there 
the proper marks or signals of possession, and of its belonging to the Crown of Great Britain. As this 
measure was publicly declared in Parliament, it will naturally be reported to the Court of Spain; and 
though there is no necessity of your Excellency's communicating this notice officially to the Spanish 
minisers, since it is only a private regulation with regard to our own convenience; yet, as I am inclined 
to think, from what passed formerly upon this subject, that they will rather be pleased at this event, 
your Excellency may, if they mention it to you, freely avow it, without entering into any other 
reasonings thereon. It must strike your Excellency that this is likely to discourage them from suspecting 
designs, which they must now plainly see never entered into our minds. I hope they will not suspect, or 
suffer themselves to be made believe, that this was done at the request, or to gratify the most distant 
wish, of the French court; for the truth is, that it is neither more nor less than a small part of an 
economical naval regulation."

M. Moreno will perceive that the above authentic papers, which have been faithfully 
extracted from the Volumes of Correspondence with Spain, deposited in the State Paper 
Office, contain no allusion whatever to any secret understanding between the two 
Governments, at the period of the restoration of Port Egmont and its dependencies to 
Great Britain, in 1771, nor to the evacuation of Falkland's Islands, in 1774, as having 
taken place for the purpose of fulfilling any such understanding. On the contrary, it will 
be evident to M. Moreno, that their contents afford conclusive inference that no such 
secret understanding could have existed.

The undersigned need scarcely assure M. Moreno, that the correspondence which has 
been referred to, does not contain the least particle of evidence in support of the 
contrary supposition, entertained by the Government of the United Provinces of the Rio 
de la Plata, nor any confirmation of the several particulars related in M. Moreno's note.

The undersigned trusts, that a perusal of these details will satisfy M. Moreno, that the 
protest which he has been directed to deliver to the undersigned, against the re-
assumption of the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands by his Majesty, has been drawn up 
under an erroneous impression, as well of the understanding under which the declaration 
and counter-declaration relative to the restoration of Port Egmont and its dependencies 
were signed and exchanged between the two courts, as of the motives which led to the 



temporary relinquishment of those islands by the British Government; and the 
undersigned cannot entertain a doubt but that, when the true circumstances of the case 
shall have been communicated to the knowledge of the government of the united 
provinces of the Rio de la Plata, that government will no longer call in question the right 
of sovereignty which has been exercised by his Majesty, as undoubtedly belonging to the 
Crown of Great Britain.

The undersigned requests, &c.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.

Foreign Office, January 8th, 1834.

 


