
M. Moreno to the Earl of Aberdeen. (Translation.) 

London, December 18, 1841.

The Undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata, has the honour to 
address his Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
with the view of calling his attention to the discussion pending between the Government of the United 
Provinces, and that of Her Britannic Majesty, touching the sovereignty of the Malvina Islands, called by 
the English, Falkland Islands, especially respecting the Eastern Island, or Soledad, and Port Luis, of which 
the British Government took possession on the 5th of January, 1833, thereby despoiling the United 
Provinces of that ancient territory and legitimate possession of the Republic.

The Undersigned, in the performance of his duty, and in obedience to orders received from his 
Government to proceed with the discussion of this subject, and to press it. upon the attentive 
consideration of Her Majesty's Government, feels persuaded that, in the present state of the question, he 
is relieved from any other duty than that of referring to the proofs contained in the papers produced in the 
course of this discussion, namely, the protest in the name of the United Provinces, of the 17th of June, 
1833 ;* the answer of Viscount Palmerston, then Minister to His Majesty, dated the 8th of January, 1834, 
and the reply of the Undersigned, of the 29th of December of the same year, in which are set forth with 
due care, and at full length, the principles and bases of the rights involved in this case. But it may be 
permitted to the Undersigned to state summarily that the spoliation of which the United Provinces 
complain, refers: 1st. To the sovereignty and dominion of the Malvina Islands, particularly the Eastern 
Island, or Soledad, and Port Luis; 2ndly. To the legal, bonâ fide, and peaceable possession enjoyed by 
them for more than half a century of the said Eastern Island, or Soledad, and Port Luis; 2 points which it 
is of consequence to avoid confounding, as the complete possession, evidently protected by the best tides 
and most just right (that is, the purchase from France by a public and well-known contract, the 
subsequent colonization and cultivation, and, finally, the creation and collection on the spot of property, 
buildings, and cattle) must give to the United Provinces an incontrovertible right to an immediate and 
equitable compensation.

The Undersigned may be also permitted to say, that while the note of Viscount Palmerston, the Minister 
who directed the spoliation complained against, presents nothing but vague and erroneous ideas and 
assertions in regard to the question of the Malvinas, his Excellency mistaking the geography of the 
islands, and appearing to assume that the Eastern Island, or Soledad, at all times in possession of the 
Spaniards, which is 130 miles long and 80 miles broad, is, or has been, a dependency of the Western 
Island, or Port Egmont, which is only 100 miles long, and about 50 broad; the Government of the United 
Provinces confirming, on every occasion, the indisputable titles which it produced in its protests of the 
17th of June, 1833, and the 29th of December, 1834, has never desisted from declaring, in its annual 
messages to the Legislature of the State, its great regret that it has not hitherto obtained that satisfaction 
to which it believes itself entitled, and which it claimed in vain from the preceding Administration.

The Undersigned having thus fulfilled the orders which he has received from his Government, deems it 
his duty to close this note in the words of his last communication; "This claim is founded on rights so 
evident, that the Government of the United Provinces does not doubt that it will be attended to without 
delay, by His Britannic Majesty's Government, acting in conformity with the principles of justice by which 
it is characterized."

The Undersigned, &c. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. MANUEL MORENO 


